
Joining digital reality
Minsk has hosted the 27th International Forum on Information and Communication 
Technologies TIBO-2021 — the most important event in the field of innovation 

and technology for the country which has already become a 
traditional platform for sharing international best practices, 
demonstrating innovations and discussing mechanisms for 
implementing the latest trends.

The Belarusian  
beginning of  
summer will be  
rich in open-air  
events: fests,  
concerts, auto-fights...
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Denis Susalko is making a robot at the 27th International Forum on Information and Communication Technologies TIBO-2021

31st international
Belagro-2021 
specialised 
exhibition held in 
the Great Stone 
Industrial Park

A
le

ks
e

i V
ya

zm
iti

n
o

v



2
The Minsk Times

Thursday
June 10

2021

Aircraft live only in flights 
In Sochi, the two presidents discussed the situation with 
Belavia. Aleksandr Lukashenko’s position is well known: 
the airline has nothing to do with the incident with the 
RyanAir plane. However, it was deprived of the possibility 
of flying westward. Here, Belavia itself has got more prob-
lems in addition to the coronavirus and the state budget 
will lose a little, since flights in our airspace are suspend-
ed. However, as Aleksandr Lukashenko noted, we will lose 
much less than they will lose by flying round our territory.
The leaders of Belarus and Russia instructed the transport 
ministers to decide as soon as possible which Russian 
cities Belavia would like to fly to. First of all, this is the 
largest hub — Moscow, where flights for our tourists will 
link up. In addition, the Head of State asked his Russian 
colleagues to study the issue of Belavia flights to Sochi 
and the Krasnodar Krai where Belarusian health resorts 
are located, as well as Kazan and other cities.
In addition, the Belarusian sanatorium in Mishor in the 
Crimea is always popular, and our people got there main-
ly through Ukraine which has now closed the airspace for 
us. Therefore, the responsible agencies were instructed to 
work out the issue of opening flights to the Crimea.
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S By Yevgeny Kononovich, 

Varvara Morozova

Last week, the issues of 
co-operation with Russia were 
discussed at the Palace of Inde-
pendence. The meeting of the 
President with senior officials 
and members of the Government 
began in an unusual format. 
Aleksandr Lukashenko invited 
journalists to ask questions on 
the topic of the event during the 
conversation and accordingly to 
finally set the record straight, 

“So that there are no 
insinuations such as that we 
‘surrender’ our sovereign-
ty and independence. We 
didn’t talk about it at all. We 
addressed specific issues that 
would help bring us closer to 
the Russian Federation. Let 
me remind you that we need 
only one thing: equal condi-
tions for business entities 
and individuals.”

Economy in focus 
Aleksandr Lukashenko 

recalled that the agenda of his 
talks with his Russian counter-
part was determined at the end 
of last year and their meeting 
was a continuation of previous 
contacts at various levels. First 
of all, the sides discussed the 
economy and did not ignore 
the events of recent days: the 
opposition to sanctions, the 
resumption of air travel between 
the countries, the detention of 
Roman Protasevich and Sofia 
Sapega. In addition, the inves-
tigation of both of them will 
be held in Belarus, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said.

Endgame clarified 
One of the main economic 

issues is the supply of oil and 
gas to Belarusian oil refineries. 
This topic has acquired a new 
sound against the background 
of US sanctions against Bela-
rusian petrochemical enter-
prises. Aleksandr Lukashenko 
explained, 

“The governments had 
worked on this issue very 
seriously. We can process 
22m tonnes of oil . The 
Russian President pledged 
uninterrupted oil supplies 
to Belarusian refineries. 
In the same way, there will 
be no problems with the 
supply of petroleum prod-
ucts to the Russian market 
and to other markets.” 

An agreement in principle 
was reached at the meeting to 
minimise losses incurred by Bela-
rusian refineries from Russia’s 
tax policy starting from January 
1st, 2022. The governments were 
instructed to finalise this matter. 

As for the tax legislation of 
the Union State as a whole, the 
Russian side proposes to combine 
it and Aleksandr Lukashenko 
agrees — though on conditions 
of reciprocity, 

“We are talking about 
the conjugation of two 
systems… There’s no need 
to be afraid of anything 
here; everything will be on 
equal terms. We will see 
everything in Russia, they 
will see everything in our 
country. Trust is the key; 
without this, we will not 
make progress.”

There are also no prob-
lems with supplies of natural 
gas. They are ensured of full 
demand and the prospects 
are quite good. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko noted, “The Presi-
dent promised me that they will 
gather and think about how to 
help Belarus with the gas price 
in this situation. Actually, my 
feeling is that we can buy gas 
in Russia next year at no higher 
price than we do this year.” 

The gas related issue will 
also be worked out at govern-
ment level, with the subsequent 
conclusion of an intergovern-
mental agreement.

The sides also agreed on 
the convergence of customs 
legislation and the unification 
of the work of customs bodies.

Military security
There is a mutual interest in 

developing co-operation in the 
military-industrial complex, 
including regarding the acqui-
sition of modern weapons in 
Russia. It’s yet to be decided on 
what terms this will be realised 
but Aleksandr Lukashenko 
stressed, “We didn’t discuss 
any permanent redeployment 
of the Armed Forces of the 
Russian Federation or the crea-
tion of some kind of bases. 

In the event of any 
escalation, if we see NATO 
activity — close to a mili-
tary conflict, then Russian 
units and troops (bases, 
airfields and so on have 
been defined by us) will be 
redeployed to Belarus with-
in twenty-four hours.”

Threatening behaviour 
will not go unnoticed

During their talks in Sochi, 
the presidents devoted much 
time to responding to the sanc-
tions. The governments were 
instructed to work out the 
response measures.

A n s we r i n g  q u e s t io n s 
from journalists, the Presi-
dent agreed that the sanctions 
policy of the collective West 
against Belarus is increasingly 
similar to an attempt to capture 
sectors of the Belarusian econ-
omy. However, he suggested 
looking at the issue more deep-
ly, recalling that, contrary to 
the forecasts of some experts 

who predicted the collapse 
of the Belarusian economy, 
in the first 4 months of this 
year, Belarus’ GDP increased 
by 2.5 percent, “Who would 
have thought it… As regards 
other areas, the industry has 
eventually improved its figures 
and agriculture is approaching 
good indicators.” 

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
noted that any crisis is not only 
a diff iculty, but also offers 
opportunities. The one who is 
the first to get out of the crisis 
will receive certain dividends. 
Therefore, one of the goals of 
the West and our fugitives is 
to hit budget-forming enter-
prises in order to worsen the 
situation in the economy and 
in the country as a whole. This 
also applies to the threat of the 
European Union to ban the 
transit of Russian gas through 
Belarus via the Yamal-Europe 
pipeline. In this regard, the 
Head of State stressed, 

“I don’t think the Euro-
peans... will turn to this 
lever. This will prove cost-
ly for them. Here, they’ll 
have to deal not just with 
Belarus, but with Russia. 
They understand that with 
Russia, it’s better not to deal 
with them.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko is 
convinced that all attempts to 
seize property in Belarus are 
doomed to failure, “They [the 
West] need to save the day. 
They have got into a pretty 
mess.”

In this regard, the President 
recalled the recent incident 
with the landing of a RyanAir 
plane f lying f rom Dublin 
to Krakow. It was landed at 
Berlin’s Brandenburg airport 
due to a bomb threat. “So what? 
It’s the most serious contrast. 
You landed a plane in Germa-
ny in the same way. Explain the 
difference. If they say that this 

is different, then this is not an 
explanation,” he said.

In routine mode
Prime Minister Roman 

Golovchenko explained to jour-
nalists that there is no logic in the 
attacks from the West and their 
actions are difficult to predict. 

He stressed, “Different state-
ments are made from different 

sides. We are calmly monitoring 
this situation and are ready for 
different scenarios. 

The Belarusian econ-
omy will not only survive 
and pull through but will 
also receive, perhaps, a new 
boost of energy to work more 
actively in other markets.” 

The Prime Minister drew 
attention to the fact that the world 
does not end in the European or 
North American regions, there 
is also a huge Asian and a huge 
Eastern market.

Without detriment 
to sovereignty

Aleksandr Lukashenko said 
that the upcoming meeting of 
Vladimir Putin and US President 
Joe Biden was also discussed 
in Sochi, and sufficient atten-
tion was paid to the situation in 
Ukraine and the fight against the 
consequences of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The issue of transferring the 
second tranche of the Russian 
loan to Belarus was finally 
resolved. 

Assessing the results of 
the Sochi meeting as a whole, 
the President said that he had a 
good impression, “As regards 
the long-running issues — 
gas and oil, some movement 
has finally begun; it’s not a 
bad movement. I think that 
if we actively work together, 
many other issues will also be 
resolved.”

The key is that Minsk and 
Moscow adequately look at 
things and intend to joint-
ly respond to challenges and 
threats from outside. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko stressed, 

“Both President Putin 
and I unders tand that 
certain forces are begin-
ning to unite against us. We 
understand perfectly well 
what is going on around 
our country, and we take 
the same view of the situ-
ation. We are determined 
to resist all these attacks 
together.”

New model of relations 
Following the meeting, 

Roman Golovchen ko told 
repor ters that the work on 
the Union State programmes 
related to the economic inte-
gration of Belarus and Russia 
is close to completion, “In 
fact ,  we are reaching the 
finish line by agreeing on all 
the Union State programmes 
that cover the construction of 
a common economic space of 
the two countries in order to 
ensure equal working condi-
tions for the economic enti-
ties of Belarus and Russia.” 

R o m a n  G o l o v c h e n k o 
st ressed that, in pr inciple, 
no detriment to the political 
or economic sovereignty of 
Belarus is considered. “We 
are building a new model of 
relations within the frame-
work of the common econom-
ic space in order to create not 
just equal conditions, but new 
models of economies that 
should develop synchronous-
ly,” he said.

The economy, oil and gas supplies, military-technical co-operation and a joint response  
to Western sanctions: the President has revealed the details of the talks in Sochi and outlined 
the main principles and priorities of Belarusian-Russian integration

Paramount integration issue
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Smart quarry, self-driving dump trucks and robotic tractors: what surprised the President in Mikashevichi

Solid tread of Granit

Last week, at the Palace of Independence, the Pres-
ident led a detailed conversation about energy. Minister 
Viktor Karankevich reported on the state and prospects 
for the industry. The event was also attended by Depu-
ty Prime Minister Yuri Nazarov and Presidential Aide 
Aleksandr Kosinets. The project of the Belarusian 
nuclear power plant was the focus of attention. The 
facility is ready for commissioning and the task is to 
gradually increase domestic electricity consumption. 
It’s an objective process dictated by the development 
of relevant technologies. In this regard, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko made a statement, 

“If we act in a smart way, we will use it up and 
even need more. This is a super clean source of 
energy, it is needed everywhere: from housing to 
manufacturing and for the nuclear power plant 
itself which also consumes quite a lot of electric 
energy… If needed, we will build a second nuclear 
power plant. This is a possibility.”

Starting the conversation, the Head of State announced 
some data, as he put it, for the people. They give an 
understanding of the scope of the topic, “The capacity of 
the Belarusian energy system exceeded 10,000MW. Its 
‘blood’ system includes more than 280,000km of electric 
networks — which is equal to seven times around the 
equator — and 7,500km of heat networks. The energy 
system generates about 4 percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product. This is a huge industry, especially with 
the launch of the new energy source — the Belarusian 
nuclear power plant.”

The station is not only a new, powerful source of ener-
gy. It’s not only an example of the highest modern technol-
ogies. It’s also new projects. At the same time, exports of 
electricity are not a decisive issue today. Our own consump-
tion is growing at a very serious pace. Especially in the 
population sector. Therefore, the Belarusian leader draws 
attention to the fact that it is not necessary to dwell on the 
issues of foreign supplies. Who knows, probably we’ll need 
more new capacity for ourselves — similar to the situation 
happening around the world. The President emphasised, 

“We were constantly criticised by the West, 
especially our neighbours — oh, a nuclear power 
station, security and so on — but they have planned 
to build stations themselves. Previously, Lithuania 
barely commented, but now it is already thinking 
about construction: maybe to return to the Ignali-
na nuclear power plant? These are their problems. 
Poland also plans to build it. Others are either 
constructing now or have already built.” 

Aleksandr Lukashenko summed up, “Nuclear energy 
is the future… It’s the highest technology. We must clearly 
work out the algorithm for actions in these conditions and 
how we will consume more and more electric energy.”

In this regard, the Belarusian leader drew attention 
to the development of electric transport. This requires 
an appropriate infrastructure. Therefore, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko is directing power engineers to actively 
build electric charging stations. 

Energy Minister Viktor Karankevich mentioned 
some figures: at the beginning of the year, there were 420 

electric charging stations in the country but their number 
has now reached 450. By the end of 2021, at least 600 are 
planned to be operational. 

Mr. Karankevich also added that the modernisation 
of the main production assets is being carried out on a 
systematic basis, measures are being implemented to 
integrate the Belarusian NPP and increase electricity 
consumption in the country. 

Later, in his talk to journalists, the Minister spoke 
about the sequence of actions in the commissioning of 
the nuclear power plant. According to him, the pilot 
operation has finished at the first power-generating unit 
so far, comprehensive testing of the reactor installation 
at the nominal capacity for 15 days was done. A compre-
hensive testing act was signed on May 29th. 

The Minister explained, 
“Since the launch of the first power-generat-

ing unit more than 2.6bn kWh has been produced. 
According to calculations, it allowed for the replace-
ment of about 670m cubic metres of natural gas.”

As for the second unit, its construction readiness 
is 85 percent. In the autumn, fresh nuclear fuel to the 
second power-generating unit is planned. 

“It will be the beginning of the physical launch. 
Plans have been made to include the second power-gen-
erating unit to the network and to start producing elec-
tricity at the end of 2021 — the beginning of 2022,” 
announced Mr. Karankevich.

Based on materials of sb.by and belta.by

Belarusian nuclear power plant ready for operation

The Belarusian enterprise Granit 
is called an industrial miracle and 
it is known far beyond the borders 
of the country. The President paid 
a working visit here last week, 
talking about achievements while 
also discussing current issues. 
Turbulence in world markets due 
to the COVID pandemic, increasing 
competition and other factors are 
forcing us to live and work in a 
new way. Aleksandr Lukashenko 
warned the granite miners that ‘it 
won’t be easy’, assuring them that, 
“As far as the Government and the 
President are concerned, don’t 
worry about us, we will do our 
job... However, you must under-
stand that you are the main people 
for Mikashevichi. If there are none 
of you here, there will be no Mika-
shevichi.”

The problem needs a solution
As for Granit itself, things are gener-

ally going well. Nevertheless, exports 
have dropped over the past year. In the 
best years, almost half of all crushed stone 
was sold to Russia, Lithuania, Poland 
and elsewhere. However, the temporary 
closure of borders in the European direc-
tion due to the coronavirus pandemic has 
significantly reduced export shipments.

Aleksandr Lukashenko stressed 
that the Government will lend a shoul-
der in advancing to foreign markets, but 
the management of the enterprise also 
needs to be more active, “I instructed 
the Government to immediately contact 
the Russians. We will definitely try to 
help you in this regard. There are now 
tendencies towards this in relations with 
Russia. Both they and we are in a difficult 
situation. Everyone wants to crush us. 
Therefore, today we are in the same boat 
with them. Thank God that in the East 
we still have good relations with China. 
The bottomless market. We must move 
quickly.”

The robot starts and wins
The so-called intellectual quarry is 

being developed at the new field in Mika-
shevichi. It involves the use of unmanned 
technology for the extraction of raw mate-
rials. Experts have calculated that this will 
increase labour productivity by 30 percent, 
enabling to save on equipment repairs due 
to the optimal operating modes.

Belarusian unmanned vehicles 
BELAZ are already being tested using 5G 
technologies. Here, the President heard a 
report on the work of the enterprises of 
the Industry Ministry in general, as well 
as on the prospects for the development 
of BELAZ and MTZ. By the way, these 
are quite good, largely due to the fact that 
during the acute period of the pandemic 

we did not close our production facilities 
or borders, so today we do not have to start 
from scratch.

An example of this is the production 
of quarry equipment. In 2016-2020, the 
demand for mining dump trucks in the 
world fell, but BELAZ has been constant-
ly increasing sales since 2006, informed 
Sergei Nikiforovich, the Director Gener-
al of OJSC BELAZ — Management 
Company of Holding BELAZ-HOLD-
ING, “Some were losing, but we were 
slowly growing. If we started with 1,333 

units, then we ended the five-year plan 
of 2020 with 2,482 units. We plan to 
occupy a niche of at least 27 percent 
by 2025... We will continue to present 
a high-tech, highly intelligent Belaru-
sian product on the world market, of 
which no citizen will be ashamed.”

During the visit to the Sitnitskoe 
field, Aleksandr Lukashenko was shown 
a robotic complex of two mining dump 
trucks with a carrying capacity of 90 
tonnes — driven without human inter-
vention. The operating system is located 
in a special control room. As Sergei Niki-
forovich noted, this decision was created 
thanks to the Union State programme of 
Belarus and Russia.

According to him, this is the first and 

so far the only 5G system that is used in 
industry. It is planned to master technol-
ogies at Belarusian enterprises within a 
year and a half.

Operator instead of tractor driver
On the same site, the President was 

shown a new development of MTZ and the 
National Academy of Sciences — a robot-
ic complex based on the ‘Belarus-3523’ 
tractor.

The concept of the new MTZ tractor 
does not include a cab. Instead, there is a 

cover with an antenna, under which the 
communication and control equipment is 
located. The tasks for the ‘Belarus 3523’ 
tractor are formed by the operator and are 
transmitted via GSM communication.

Aleksandr Lukashenko was pleased 
with what he saw: both the technologies 
themselves and the work of Belarusian 
software developers. Among them, inci-
dentally, are many young people.

“Well done,” he said. “Apart from the 
IT specialists, we have a huge number of 
people who create software. For a long 
time already, the whole country has 
been turning to IT. I then noticed that 
our industrialists and the Academy of 
Sciences were very jealous of the devel-
opment of the HTP and its preferences. 
At that time, I thought ‘let there be this 
competition’. And we must pay tribute 
to both the Academy of Sciences and 
industrialists: people were brought 
together — they are working and 
making finished products.”

Need to be resilient
In the course of communication with 

the labour team of Granit, the President 
once again briefly touched on the events 
around our country. They are based, as 
always, on the economy. And in the face of 
the strongest run on Belarus (and through 
us on allied Russia), the Head of State 
urged us to get together and stand side-
by-side, “We cannot become Ukraine — 
we cannot fight against Russia. We cannot 
be against the Russian people, these are 
our people, we are the same as they are. 
Therefore, this roll-forward is underway. 
The second reason is competitiveness, 
and this is natural.”

The Head of State explained that in 
the conditions of the reduced global econ-
omy due to the pandemic, there is not 
enough space for everyone, “Therefore, 
we must withstand pressures, whatever 
the cost... Everyone must understand 
that it will not be easy. First of all, this 
is the usual competition.”
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RyanAir flight: 
check the hours and minutes
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On May 23rd, 2021, a message was sent to the e-mail of the Minsk National Airport about a bomb 
placement on a RyanAir aircraft on flight FR4978 from Athens to Vilnius. Given the severity  
of the threat, the information was passed on to the relevant authorities. What happened next?

Entry into the airspace 
of Belarus took place 
at 12:30. After 

establishing communication 
between the Belarusian dispatcher 
and the crew of the aircraft, 
information about the incoming 
threat was immediately distributed. 
At that moment, the crew could 
take the opportunity and decide to 
return to Lvov, Kiev, land in Warsaw, 
continue the flight to Vilnius, and 
so on.

1
12:34

12:47

12:48

12:58

13:04

At 12:34, a 
dispatcher issues a 
recommendation 

to use the services of Minsk 
National Airport, which has all the 
necessary equipment for landing aircraft 
even in difficult weather conditions and 
a runway length of 3,600 metres.  
In addition, at that time, the National 
Airport in Minsk was the closest of 
the working airfields in the zone of 
Belarusian responsibility, and it was 
also listed as a reserve in the FR4978 
‘flight plan’. The crew clarified the 
sources of information several times 
and were informed that the initial 
information was sent to the Minsk 
National Airport. Before that, the head of 
flights of the Minsk Regional Air Traffic 
Control Centre tried to call the RyanAir 
representative office in Lithuania several 
times but failed to get in touch with any 
of the airline’s representatives.

2

After receiving 
and clarifying the 
information, the 
crew of flight 

FR4978, in accordance 
with the established international 
requirements, set the transponder 
code 7700 on the aircraft board  
at 12:47, indicating the presence 
of an emergency and requested 
assistance with the phrase ‘MayDay’ 
in the radiotelephone mode. After 
that, the crew announced that they 
had decided to land at the National 
Airport Minsk. It was also much 
closer to Vilnius at that point: only 
70km. The plane had to stay in 
Belarusian airspace for no more 
than two minutes. However, the 
crew didn’t think of landing in the 
Lithuanian capital...

3

The duty officer 
of the Central 
Command Post 

of the Air Force and 
Air Defence received a 
command from the dispatcher of the 
Minsk National Airport at 12:48.

4

After the appropriate procedures 
and approvals, the Commander 
of the Air Force and Air 

Defence, Igor Golub, decided 
to give the ‘Air’ command to the 
crew on alert at 12:58.

5 The crew on alert, in accordance with 
the requirements of the guidelines 
and standards for the time in readiness 

number one, took off at 13:04.  
At this time, the aircraft was 
already in the area of Stolbtsy.

6

A corresponding emergency 
plan was put into effect at 
Minsk National Airport and the 
relevant airport services and other 

government bodies were involved and 
alerted in the prescribed manner. The FR4978 
aircraft landed safely at the National Airport  
at 13:15.

7

At 13:18 the command of 
the Air Force and Air Defence 
received information from the 

Minsk-2 dispatcher that the Irish airline’s 
Boeing-737 had safely landed. After that, 
the crew on alert — which was at that time 
in the watch zone over the Machulishchi airfield — was 
sent to the Baranovichi airfield.

8
Baranovichi

Minsk

Vilnius

Stolbtsy

At the end of all the 
procedures, at 16:20, the 
aircraft planned to take off 

from Minsk National Airport. At this 
time, the commander submitted a 
‘flight plan’ for departure to Vilnius 
Airport. However, by his decision, 
the departure of the 
aircraft was constantly 
postponed. As a result, 
the plane took off  
at 20:48.

9

13:15

12:30

Machulishchi

If someone decided to restore the events of the emergency landing of the RyanAir 
plane in Minsk according to the reports of Telegram channels and portals, they 
would clearly understand: fakes are common here and one fake makes many. 
Therefore, we once again remind you of what happened in reality… 
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Cardboard-Making Plant put 
into operation in Dobrush

The first three-layer bleached card-
board has already been produced there. The 
completed plant will manufacture a com-
pletely new product for Belarus. Coated and 
uncoated types of multilayer cardboard are 
in demand from packaging manufacturers.

At a recent meeting, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko announced a visit to a card-
board factory in Dobrush.

The design capacity of the plant is about 
200,000 tonnes of cardboard per year. To 
meet the needs of the Belarusian domestic 
market, about 20 percent of the manufac-
tured cardboard will be sold while the main 
volume of goods will bring export earnings. 
The raw materials for the production of 
cardboard will be cellulose, as well as aspen 
and birch wood. About $350m was allocat-
ed for the implementation of the project, 
with credit resources being the main part. 
It is planned to reach full design capacity 
in 2022. 

Belarusian flag in Siberia
The motor rally along the route Brest-

Irkutsk-Brest — Commonwealth: from Bug 
to Baikal — arrived at the final destination: 
Lake Baikal and then returned. Car en-
thusiasts in Irkutsk solemnly handed over 
capsules with earth from Brest Fortress 

and the burial places of soldiers of the Ir-
kutsk-Pinsk division, as well as flasks with 
water from the Bug and Pina rivers. The 
rally is dedicated to the 80th anniversary of 
the heroic defence of the Brest Fortress and 
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the 
Brest Hero Fortress Memorial. The return 
to Brest is planned on the eve of the Day of 
Remembrance and Sorrow — June 22nd.

In total, the participants will travel 
16,000km, meeting with a dozen patriotic 
clubs and organisations in Russia and visit-
ing places of military glory. The rally takes 
place under a copy of the banner of the 
393rd Separate Anti-Aircraft Artillery Bat-
talion — one of the most valuable exhibits 
of the Brest Fortress Defence Museum. 

Polesie partisans’ settlement 
site reconstructed  
in the Ivanovo District

The headquarters of the Pinsk partisan 
brigade was located in the Ordzhonikidze 
detachment near the village of Mokhro. 
Several years ago, it was decided to recon-
struct the settlement site. As a result, the 
residents of Ivanovo managed to create 
both a monument and an open-air muse-
um, in co-operation with the Drogichin 
Military History Museum. During work on 

the exposition, dwelling dugouts, dugouts 
for the headquarters and reconnaissance, 
medical units and trenches with blindage 
earthworks were reconstructed. The for-
estry school and partisan cook-house have 
been restored. The log cabins convention-
ally show where the wells were located.

The opening of the exposition took 
place on June 6th, with military-histori-
cal reenactors helping visitors to immerse 
themselves in the atmosphere of the life of 
the partisan detachment.

Summer music and tourist  
season starts in Minsk

Musical evenings in the Upper City 
— so greatly enjoyed by Minsk residents 
and guests of the capital — are returning. 
Last year, due to the pandemic, the or-
ganisers decided to postpone their plans 
for the safety of the audience. This year, 
the summer musical and tourist season 
was launched with the children’s festival, 
entitled Good Day to Everyone! which 
brought together more than 300 groups. 
This year, Minskers will see both familiar 
events Classics at the Town Hall, as well 
as new events. Theatrical Evenings at the 
Town Hall have already been presented 
for the first time. They began with the 
Thaw programme of the National Aca-

demic Bolshoi Theatre of the Republic of 
Belarus. Soon, viewers will be able to see 
the performances of the Belarusian State 
Academic Musical Theatre, the Yanka 
Kupala National Academic Theatre and 
other creative groups.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

By Ksenia Kapustina

Opening Belagro-2021, Belarus’ 
Deputy Prime Minister Aleksandr 
Subbotin said that holding the exhi-
bition in the Great Stone Chinese-Be-
larusian Industrial Park is symbolic, 
because new technologies are a prior-
ity for the development of agriculture. 
“The agro-industrial complex, process-
ing and all related industries are already 
listed rightfully among the high-tech 
industries. The evidence is on display,” 
he said, adding,

“We trade with 116 countries 
and Belarus is known all over the 
world. Last year, exports of food 
products totalled $6bn. The foreign 
trade surplus increased from $155m 
in 2016 to reach $1.5bn.”

Despite the high volatility of the food 
market in the world, Belarus showed a 
steady growth in exports in January-April: 
109.8 percent against last year’s level 
(+$160m). There is also good potential 
for developing co-operation with foreign 
partners, including from Africa, which is 
represented by 37 countries.

Exports of Belarusian agricultural 
products over five years have grown by 
almost 30 percent while the gross agri-
cultural output over the past five years 
has increased by over 12 percent, as 
stated by the First Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture and Food, Igor Brylo, at the 
opening of Belagro-2021.

“Belarus has many things to be proud 
of. We’ve doubled the production of milk 

and almost tripled that of meat against the 
level of 1995. The country became one of 
the five top exporters of dairy products 
while also becoming a leader in exports 
of beef and poultry. We ensure not only 
the food security of our country, but also 
a constant increase in export supplies. 
However, we shouldn’t rest on our laurels; 

according to the Agrarian Business state 
programme, we are faced with quite ambi-
tious tasks to further increase production 
and exports. Moreover, the supplies of 
Belarusian agricultural products to China 
are actively growing. In just a couple of 
years, our dairy industry, meat processing 
plants and a number of poultry farms have 

been certified there. China has already 
taken third place in terms of our supplies 
of agricultural products,” he stressed.

The exposition was housed in two 
pavilions with an open area. The partic-
ipating countries of the agrarian forum 
included Belarus, Russia, Great Britain, 
Germany, France, the Netherlands, Lith-
uania, China, Poland, Serbia, Sweden, 
Estonia, Italy, Denmark, Czech Republic, 
and Jordan. The enterprises of Germa-
ny and some regions of Russia — Voro-
nezh, Rostov, Kirov — were presented 
in separate exposition blocks. More than 
two hundred samples of modern tech-
nology could be seen in the open area of 
the exhibition. The Minsk Tractor Works 
presented more than 20 units, with BELA-
RUS-2022.4 trial model premiering at 
the forum. The tractor is equipped with 
an automatic steering system — used in 
precision farming systems. The field map 
is put into the memory of the on-board 
computer. The tractor driver makes the 
first pass himself while the system calcu-
lates the second and subsequent ones 

without the participation of a driver.
The rich programme of Belagro-2021 

included seminars and round table discus-
sions, business meetings, presentations of 
new products in industry, science, live-
stock and crop production and veterinary 
medicine, as well as food tasting from 
Belarusian and foreign manufacturers.
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31st international 
Belagro-2021 
specialised exhibition 
held in the Great Stone 
Chinese-Belarusian 
Industrial Park

For more than thirty years of its history, the exhibition has become not only 
a platform where profitable contracts — including international ones — are 
concluded, economic partnerships are established and the achievements 
of the agricultural industry are demonstrated, but also a notable calling 
card of Belarus. This year, Belagro brought together 410 companies from 16 
countries. The latest samples of equipment and innovative technologies in 
the agro-industrial complex, as well as IT solutions go on display. The scale 
and popularity of the exhibition is understandable: it is, in fact, a catalyst for 
economic partnership between farmers. From year to year, the portfolio of 
contracts becomes more weighty, adding zeros to the total sum of contracts.

Keïta, a student of the Faculty of Economics of the 
Belarusian State University from Cote d’Ivoire, came 
to the exhibition as a guest, having learned about the 
visit of the African delegation. To express his respect 
for Belarusian hospitality, the young man picked up an 
appropriate outfit: a straw hat and a blue shirt, the col-
ours of the national Belarusian symbol — cornflower.
“I am originally from West Africa, but I study and live 
in Belarus. It is difficult to convey in words my feel-
ings after visiting the exhibition. It is the first time I’ve 
seen such a large-scale exposition,” he admitted. “I’m 
impressed by the achievements of Belarusian manu-
facturers.”

An exhibition that 
knows no boundaries
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Surprises at the 27th International 
Forum on Information and 
Communication Technologies 
TIBO-2021
Minsk has hosted the 27th International Forum 
on Information and Communication Technolo-
gies TIBO-2021 — the most important event in 
the field of innovation and technology for the 
country which has already become a traditional 
platform for sharing international best practic-
es, demonstrating innovations and discussing 
mechanisms for implementing the latest trends

By Vladislav Sychevich,  

Ilya Kryzhevich

Ready for digital  
transformation

As Prime Minister Roman 
Golovchenko noted during the 
opening ceremony, the state is 
interested in the accelerated de-
velopment of the IT sector and 
Government and state agencies 
will render the maximum sup-
port for this issue.

He stressed that the speed 
of mastering new technologies 
is the basis of economic devel-
opment, which gives global ad-
vantages at world level, “Such 
advantages are information 
technologies and the pace of 
their implementation in tradi-
tional processes. They make it 
possible to ensure a new quality 
of life for people, create many 
opportunities and serve as the 
basis for the transformation of 
the economy and the system of 
public administration.”

The Prime Minister empha-
sised that Belarus has created a 
reliable infrastructure basis for 
digital transformation, “The 4G 
cellular services in our country 
cover the territory where almost 
90 percent of the population 
live. Fibre-optic communica-
tion lines are laid to all localities 
with a population of 100 or more 
households. In terms of the ‘op-
tics in the house’, we occupy a 
leading position in Europe.”

Roman Golovchenko noted 
that, by 2021, the country has 
achieved significant results in the 
development of e-government 
technologies, “In the near future, 
all residents will be able to see the 
convenience of the proposed new 
solutions in practice. As for bi-
ometric documents and ID cards, 
their issuance will begin on Sep-
tember 1st this year. Thanks to 

them, the interaction between 
business and the state will be 
significantly simplified, and the 
bureaucratic requirements for the 
provision of public services will 
be reduced. This is a new stage 
in the digitalisation of the country 
with the transition to new stand-
ards of public service.”

In addition, the Prime Min-
ister made assurances that our 
country does not plan to stop 
there, “Our immediate tasks are 
the introduction of 5G commu-
nication technologies, mobile 
electronic digital signatures and 
the scaling up of smart cities. The 
main task of the digital transfor-
mation of the economy is to cre-
ate conditions for dialogue with 
all those interested in the devel-
opment of the IT sector.”

In turn, the Minister of 
Communications and Informa-
tisation, Konstantin Shulgan, 
stressed that TIBO provides 
opportunities to sum up and 
present the results, while also 
looking to the future. “That’s 
why the international forum tra-
ditionally attracts the attention 
of not only our citizens, but also 
foreign guests,” he said. 

High-tech innovations
After the grand opening and 

the symbolic cutting of a red 
ribbon — stretched by robots, 
the guests of honour visited 
the central exhibition of TIBO-
2021: Belarus is the Country 
of Digital Opportunities. Here, 
the ‘My City’ application was 
demonstrated, thanks to which 
it is possible to digitise all city 
services. Today, this application 
is already operational in Polotsk 
and, in the near future, it will be 
possible to apply it in other cit-
ies of the country.

The stand of the Informa-
tion Technology Centre of 
the Minsk City Executive 
Committee present-
ed an ecological 
map of Minsk, the 
cartographic service 
for assigning territories 
to economic entities, and 
other digital applications that 
simplify the lives of citizens.

In total, 141 organisations 
from 11 countries took part 
in the forum, including the 
largest domestic and foreign 
manufacturers of telecom-
munications equipment, hard 

ware and software, mobile and 
fixed-line operators, developers 
and suppliers of high-tech prod-
ucts, security systems, intelli-
gent solutions and services for 
the mass and corporate sector.

For example, the infrastruc-
ture operator of Belarus, be-
Cloud Belarusian Cloud Tech-
nologies JSC, presented the 
solutions it creates for the Bela-
rusian market. Andrei Ageenko, 
the Deputy General Director for 
Commercial Affairs at beCloud, 
noted that these are the main 
projects: the unified Republican 
data transmission network, the 
Republican data processing cen-

tre, the Republican cloud plat-
form and a unified LTE network.

“Also on the opening day, at 
a press conference, we shared 
the results of testing the 5G net-
work in the country, also speak-
ing of the practical cases that 
we have implemented. beCloud 
is expected to increase the num-
ber of test areas in 2021 due 
to the complexity of the fa-
cilities used, and continue 
testing the 5G network to 
enable remote-controlled 
transport,” he noted.

Lyudmila Lopato, a lead-
ing engineer at RUE Bel-

pochta, said that her company 
presented a wide audience with 
new opportunities that allow 
businesses and individuals to op-
timise time and financial costs, 
“The national postal electronic 
system is a convenient, fast way 
to send Republican postal items 
in electronic and hybrid form 
with a legal confirmation of the 
delivery. The service is available 
to all business entities and indi-
viduals and guarantees the se-
crecy of postal communication, 
security and confidentiality of 
correspondence.”

The country’s largest manu-
facturer of consumer electronics 
and home appliances, Horizont 
Holding, showed its visitors a 
new electronic queuing soft-
ware. “We have been devel-
oping these systems for many 
years, and now we have released 
a big update: we are expanding 
functionality, integration capa-
bilities, and pre-registration via 
the Internet. We are also show-
ing a new digital screen for 
buses. Such a solution is widely 
used in Europe, and we want to 
introduce it among our car man-
ufacturers,” said Dmitry Kisel, 
the Director of Horizont’s Infor-
mation Systems Department.

Among the exhibits was 
an updated 75-inch interactive 

whiteboard that can be used in 
both business and education. 
This is a universal monoblock, 
and its previous model was 
mainly supplied to our schools.

The rich business pro-
gramme of TIBO-2021 includ-
ed 30 thematic events — such 

as the 3rd Eurasian Digital 
Forum, the 4th Belarusian ICT 
Summit, the Digital Economy 
Forum, the regional training 
seminar of the International 
Telecommunication Union — 
Experience in the Implemen-
tation and Operation of 5G 
Mobile Telecommunications 
Networks (IMT-2020), etc.

Joining digital reality
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Aleksandr Kulevsky

Electric charging stations on show at Vityaz stand

Belpochta RUE presents stamps  
with the effect of augmented reality

The Internet Award 
TIBO-2021 results 
were summed up 
during the event. 
Four projects from 
the Belarus Segodn-
ya Publishing House 
were among the 
winners. The sb.by 
online resource was 
acknowledged as the 
best in the ‘Informa-
tion Resource’ nom-
ination, while the 
Alfa Radio station 
was placed third. In 
the ‘Education and 
Science’ nomina-
tion, the Partisans of 
Belarus project was 
placed first, while 
the Belarus Remem-
bers video service 
for creating video 
postcards was third.
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Festival-going — on land and water

In spite of everything, the 30th festival will take 
place and its atmosphere will be formed by all the 
events at the Summer Amphitheatre and other ven-
ues in Vitebsk. The topical programme is available 
on the official website of the festival: fest-sbv.by.

By Yuliana Leonovich

Bella, chiao! 
Tatiana Pumpuleva is 52 and she heads the Bela-

rusian Cultural Society — BELLARUS. Love once 
brought her to Naples: Italian Michele proposed mar-
riage to the Belarusian and she could not refuse. That 
was almost 20 years ago. Today, Tatiana’s eldest son 
lives and works in Bologna, Ivana’s 16-year-old daugh-
ter studies at the lyceum, while the woman spends all 
her free time on BELLARUS — this is the name of the 
organisation that Tatiana came up with and registered 
in 2010 to unite all Belarusians in Naples.

“Of course, I missed my homeland very much, I did 
not have enough communication. So I started looking 
for a way out and saw how many Russians, Ukrainians 
and Belarusians actually live in Naples. Although for 
Italians, we were all Soviet people because we spoke 
Russian. Moreover, it was easier for many Belarusians 
to say that they were from Russia, so as not to have to 
explain what kind of country Belarus is and where it is 
located. However, this is wrong! That’s why I decided 
that we need to unite and talk about our country, its 
traditions, culture and roots,” she explains. 

Time-tested friendship 
The first years of her daughter Ivana’s life coin-

cided with the first projects of BELLARUS. Tatiana 
smiles, “We know of a son of the regiment, and we had 
a daughter of the association. Ivana then spent all her 
time with us.” Today, BELLARUS unites almost 300 
people: these are only officially listed in the register. 

“I often hear: ‘You in your association...’. However, 
we are actually not an association: we are a real family. 
We meet every Thursday and call each other almost 
every day. Of course, we can all live separately, but it’s 
hard. When such support is available, it’s possible to 
share all the joys and sorrows,” adds Tatiana. 

The range of cultural events that Tatiana and other 
members of the association organise in Naples and the 
surrounding area is extremely wide: children’s New Year 

parties, Kalyady holidays, visiting Belarusian graves in 
Monte Cassino and preparing educational lessons for 
Italian lyceums and schools. BELLARUS takes an ac-
tive part in the life of the city, holds holidays at the level 
of not only Naples, but also the entire region: it prepares, 
in particular, joint projects with educational institutions.

Tatiana adds, “Sometimes I show children photos 
of Minsk and ask: ‘What is the city, do you know?’ The 
answers vary: Berlin, Dubai… When I say that this is 

Minsk, few people believe it — asking whether it is 
really SO beautiful?”

In BELLARUS, all national holidays are celebrated 
— in addition to thematic: i.e. Mother’s Day and Bela-
rusian Written Language Day. In addition, every year 
on the eve of Victory Day, Belarusians from Naples go 
to Monte Cassino, where one of the largest memorial 
graves of our soldiers who died in Italy during the Sec-
ond World War is located. 

Apart from wide-scale holidays, chamber activities 
are also held in BELLARUS — such as music flash mobs. 
The association has its own choir; its costumes were pro-
vided by the Republican Centre of National Cultures.

“Moreover, jointly with the Centre, we have been 
organising the Belarusian Autumn in Naples project for 
many years. We invite Belarusian artists to give concerts 
and master classes and, in 2019, the Suzorie song and mu-
sic ensemble participated in the project. They were a huge 
success and the hall was full. The audience didn’t want the 
artistes to leave the stage. This is evidence that our culture 
is interesting to the world, isn’t it? I’m convinced it helps 
improve relations between the countries,” notes Tatiana. 

The lady admits: despite 20 years of living in Italy, 
she still loves Belarus very much. “Of course, I worry 
about what is happening in the country. All my relatives 
live in the Gomel Region: my mother, brothers and 
nephews. Therefore, I took the news about the suspen-
sion of air traffic with our country with pain in my heart. 
I love my country, and I want all the best for it: peace, 
kindness, love. Belarus is not politics. It is our forests, 
lakes, traditions, culture and language. That’s what our 
country is. No one can take that away from us,” she says.

By Yelena Alimova

“There are many issues but we are 
working to solve them all,” says Gleb 
Lapitsky, the General Director of Vitebsk 
Centre of Culture. The major of these are 
the pandemic and human health. Happily, 
according to the official, from June 10th, 
the Moscow-Polotsk trains are resuming 
their work and there will be no need to 
take artistes to the nearest station in Orsha.

City Day will become a dress rehearsal 
for the forum — held in Vitebsk on June 
26th-27th. “We’ll see whether the city is 
ready for the festival,” says Viktor Glushin, 
the Deputy Chairman of the Vitebsk City 
Executive Committee. “Work is underway 
to make another entrance to the city beau-
tiful: the reconstruction of Gagarin Street 
should be completed the day before.”

“Gagarin Street will help open the 
gates to Zdravnevo. The latter will be open 
from 9am to 9pm,” adds the Director of 
Vitebsk’s Local Lore Regional Museum, 

Tatiana Starinskaya. “Moreover, a round 
table discussion with the participation of 
the State Secretary of the Union State will 
be held at the Repin estate in Zdravnevo 
on the Day of the Union State. The ‘Geni-
uses of the Place: Pen & Repin’ excursion 
tour is usually held on Saturdays but will 
take place more often during the festival 
days. The Russian side will bring exposi-
tions to the estate, where the guests of the 
festival will see the famous Khokhloma, 
Semenovskaya matryoshka and Torzhok 
gold embroidery. At one of the exhibi-
tions, you can get to know the culture of 
Koryakia, another exhibition will be or-
ganised with the support of the Embassy 
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.”

For the first time, the 11th National 
Philatelic Exhibition — Belfila-2021 — 
will be held in Vitebsk during the fes-
tival — to present 80 collections from 
different countries. The programme of 
traditional events, which have become 
an integral part of the festival, will also 

feature new ones. As noted by Mr. Lapit-
sky, all venues will be involved, includ-
ing water and the sky. 

‘The City of Masters’ will feature 
works by craftsmen from Ukraine, Rus-
sia and Belarus. The Drama Theatre pro-
gramme will include four productions. The 
Orenburg and Pskov puppet theatres will 
bring performances to the Puppet Quarter 
for the first time, while the Philharmonic 
is preparing an international jazz project. 
Concerts of its own ensembles will also 
be organised there. Registration of par-
ticipants of the On Seven Winds street art 
fest is in full swing. In addition, a com-
petition of majorettes and drummers, an 
open competition of traditional household 
dance, a parade of orchestras and much 
more are planned. On July 17th-18th, the 
Soviet Army Park (Mazurino) will host 
the Auto Sound Championship and the 
Festival of Colours, while Youth Day will 
be traditionally held on Pobedy Square.  

Once again, the festival will feature 

an open-air cinema — a joint project of 
the organisers and Belarusfilm. For the 
first time, an open boxing match will be 
held on the site near the Summer Am-
phitheatre.

The International Press Centre, as last 
year, will work in the round hall of the 
Vitebsk Concert Hall. 

Mr. Lapitsky recalled that, for 30 
years, the Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk has 
remained true to its motto: ‘Through Art 
— to Peace and Mutual Understanding’. 
The organisers are convinced the jubilee 
will be held in a friendly atmosphere.

Representatives of more than 30 countries 
will arrive at the Slavianski Bazaar  
in Vitebsk, from July 14th-19th

Many years ago, they left their home but never stopped loving Belarus. A careful attitude 
to memory and a still strong spiritual connection with the homeland unite all Belarusians 
around the world today — those who are not indifferent to the fate of their country, its 
traditions, history and national identity. These days, our compatriots living abroad — repre-
sentatives of major public organisations and cultural communities — are actively express-
ing their indignation and concern about the unprecedented pressure on Belarus, publishing 
open letters and statements. In turn, we are telling you their stories: about moving which 
divided their life into before and after, activities to promote Belarusian culture abroad and 
hopes for a bright sky over their native Belarus.

Italiano vero 
Belarusian Tatiana Pumpuleva has launched in Italy  
one of the most notable cultural initiatives abroad

BELLARUS helps build bridges 
of friendship between Italy and Belarus
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US President Joe Biden travelled to 
Tulsa, Oklahoma to visit the survivors 
of the city’s 1921 race massacre and 
unveiled a broad plan to drive racial eq-
uity throughout the country. He added 
that ‘according to the [US] intelligence 
community, terrorism from white su-
premacy is the most lethal threat to the 
homeland today. Not ISIS, not al-Qae-
da: white supremacists’.

Mr. Biden’s speech on the Tulsa Race 
Massacre was more like a political per-
formance to help the US regain its mor-
al high ground before using genocide 
accusations against other countries, and 
no matter how loud the US and the West 
boasted about fighting against white su-
premacy, it has been carved in their genes 

and emerged as race massacres in the co-
lonial era and manifested in geopolitical 
tactics in modern times, analysts said.

As the nation marks Memorial Day, 
the unofficial beginning of summer, 
many officials are concerned that this is a 
preview of what they could face in cities 
nationwide in coming months, when the 
onset of warm weather almost always 
marks a rise in violent crime. Some wor-
ry that the violence could be especially 
pronounced this season as Americans 
emerge back into society after a year 
of coronavirus-related shutdowns and 
restrictions. Scores of cities across the 
country have reported double-digit in-
creases in shootings and homicides. The 
year of 2020 has already went down in 

history as the ‘deadliest year in US histo-
ry’, as shooting deaths last year outpaced 
the next-highest recent year, 2017, by 
more than 3,600. 

Meanwhile, the main — unceasing, 
but ever deepening split — is political. 
The figure of former president Donald 
Trump continues to divide American 
society. Recently, there has been a con-
gress of backers of QAnon conspiracy 
theory who believe in its special mission 
to save the nation. A recent poll by the 
Public Religion Research Institute and 
the Interfaith Youth Core found that 14 
percent of Americans, including about 
one in four Republicans, believed in 
three central tenets of the QAnon con-
spiracy theory.

The Russian Health Ministry has 
registered an inhalant drug Leitragin 
for treatment and prevention of pneu-
monia caused by the novel coronavirus, 
the Russian Federal Medical-Biological 
Agency informed on its website.

“On May 25th, the inhalant drug 
Leitragin developed by the Federal Med-
ical-Biological Agency was registered 
by the Ministry of Health of the Russian 
Federation. The new drug is meant to 
treat and prevent pneumonia, which is a 
complication from the novel coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19),” the message 
informs.

It is noted that industrial production 

of the drug is being launched currently.
Leitragin is the first drug aimed to 

prevent and combat the cytokine storm 
— a condition in which pro-inflamma-
tory substances are actively released, 
which leads to the development of se-
rious respiratory and general systemic 
disorders in patients infected with the 
new coronavirus. Clinical trials among 
320 patients with moderate symptoms of 
COVID-19 have shown that there have 
been no deaths among the group and no 
cases of severe symptoms. Patients who 
took Leitragin recovered in about eight 
days, compared to 14 days of recovery 
for those receiving standard treatment.

Stop the cytokine storm 
Leitragin is the first drug aimed to prevent and 
combat the cytokine storm caused by COVID-19

Enthusiasts take a do-it-yourself ap-
proach, making lifestyle changes to im-
prove their health. At the extreme end of 
the spectrum, this can include implanted 
devices and gene editing. However, critics 
warn of serious health risks.

Medical Director & Functional Medi-
cine Practitioner at DNA Health, Dr. Nasr 
al Jafari, says biohacking is a term that 
people have started to apply ‘to either opti-
mising performance, whether that be cog-
nitive, mental state, physical performance, 
or people who are looking to live longer 
and live healthier during that lifespan’. 

Biohacking is something many of us 
have already dipped into from tracking our 
sleep, nutrition, activities and heart rate. 
For those willing to experiment further, 
science and anecdotal evidence suggest the 
risks are higher, but the rewards potentially 
greater.

Biohacking rises 
in popularity
A growing number of people 
want to make their bodies and 
brains function better by hack-
ing their biology. No longer 
seen as a Silicon Valley trend, 
the biohacking movement is 
gaining popularity in Dubai.
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Artefacts returned
A pair of 1,000-year-old religious relics, which US 
investigators say were illegally taken from Thailand,  
have been returned after more than five decades

The stone lintels had been housed at 
San Francisco’s Asian Art Museum since 
the 1960s. But the city formally handed the 
artefacts back to Thai officials at a ceremo-
ny in Los Angeles.

Each weighing around 1,500 pounds, 
the sandstone items date back to the late 
10th and 11th centuries. They originated 
from ancient temples in northeast Thailand, 
and were acquired by the museum in the 
1960s via Avery Brundage, a former Presi-
dent of the International Olympic Commit-
tee and an avid collector of Asian art.

In 2017, however, the Department of 
Justice learned that the items had been ‘ille-
gally taken’ from Thailand, which outlaws 

the unauthorised export of historical arte-
facts. The Thai Embassy in Washington, 
D.C., also said it believes the engravings 
were illicitly exported in the 1960s during 
the Vietnam War.

In a statement, the Thai Embassy said 
‘the return of these antiquities holds great 
importance in terms of history, archaeolo-
gy and culture to the Thai Government and 
the Thai people’.

The Asian Art Museum’s Deputy Di-
rector, Robert Mintz, also welcomed the 
items’ repatriation. “In general, we are 
very happy to know that these objects are 
returning to Thailand, where we have long 
believed they belong,” he said.

Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

Time of civic unrest
American officials worry the rise in violent crime 
portends a bloody summer
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On May 30, in Miami, three armed men opened fire on vacationers. As a result, at least two people died and about 25 were injured.
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She received the title of People’s Artist of the BSSR at 29. She was admired by the famous 
Italian director Franco Zeffirelli, and fans compared her with the Hollywood star Audrey 
Hepburn — the same eyes of a fawn, amazing fragility and invariable elegance in every-
thing. Lyudmila Brzhozovskaya was the first on the stage of the Belarusian Bolshoi The-
atre to dance Carmen in the ballet Carmen Suite and even competed in this role with Maya 
Plisetskaya. When critics compared the performance of the two divas, the advantage often 
turned out to be in favour of Brzhozovskaya — she was so organic in this role.

Belarusian ballerina Lyudmila Brzhozovskaya, the first Carmen 
and Eve from the Creation of the World, turns 75

An exhibition featuring 32 works by Belarusian artists opens at 
Orsha’s Jesuit Collegium as part of the Vytoki (Origins). A Step to 
Olympus large-scale Republican cultural and sports festival

First in everything

Connecting the past and the present

By Yuliana Leonovich

Today Lyudmila Brzhozovskaya still comes to the 
ballet class every day for her beloved students. Over the 
years, she has raised a dozen stars who are now dancing 
her favourite roles: in Carmen Suite and Creation of the 
World, Spartacus and Carmina Burana. We congratu-
late Lyudmila Genrikhovna on a beautiful anniversary 
date and remember her better roles. The history of the 
most iconic photos is in the stories of the ballerina.

Till Eulenspiegel, late 1970s
It was an interesting experience for me, because be-

fore Yelizariev’s version, I danced in the performance 
of Otar Dadishkiliani. It turned out, in fact, to be my 
second role as Nele. Till Eulenspiegel is a very playful, 
even a little impudent performance. I was too classical 
a ballerina for it, so it was difficult for me to do some-
thing different from classical dance there. But then I got 
to Leningrad to see The Taming of the Shrew play, star-
ring Alisa Freindlikh. I saw how flawlessly she played, 
how she controlled her body, every word... So I realised 
that I just need to look more carefully. Freindlikh, by 
the way, inspired me not only for Till Eulenspiegel, but 
also for the image in Carmina Burana.

Giselle
I have always enjoyed this performance and looked 

forward to it. However, at the same time, I was very 
afraid, because it is necessary to be able to dance it. 
Once I got to the Bolshoi Theatre for an impeccable 
production, starring Galina Ulanova, and never again 
have I seen such a beautiful Giselle. Yes, many dance 
this part well and correctly, especially in the second 
act. But only Ulanova succeeded in making the image 
so beautiful and light.

It was always easy for me to work with Yuri Troy-
an, because he is a very emotional dancer. The secret 
of our success was in constant searching. We tried to 
make each new image different from the previous one. 
At the same time, we argued a lot, especially when we 
were rehearsing new performances. Anyway, we hardly 
talked about ballet at home. Although we spent so little 
time at home... We only came back to eat and sleep, and 
then back to the car — and again to the theatre.

Don Quixote
This is one of my favourite roles. It is a very tem-

peramental performance, which I was always afraid to 
dance, but at the same time I really wanted to: I did 
great support and I think I looked good in a classic tutu. 
This role was prepared for us by Nina Stukolkina, who 
opened my eyes to the breadth of movements and pos-
es, forcing me to treat the classic variations carefully.

Swan Lake
In 1966, I graduated from the choreographic school 

and danced the role of Odile (Black Swan) at the grad-
uation concert which was prepared for me by Irina 
Savelyeva together with her husband Vladimir Burt-
sev. I didn’t dance the White Swan then. I practiced it 
with Nina Stukolkina, but in the 1970s — by a quirk of 
fate — we went to Leningrad to the Kirov Theatre for 

an improvement class together with Yuri Troyan. I got 
to meet Vaganova’s student Natalia Dudinskaya, and I 
still use the techniques that she taught me. I also teach 
my girls in the same way because I know that if they 
do just that, they will definitely succeed.

Spartacus, 1980s
This is an absolutely innovative production, very 

bold and relevant to this day. For a ballerina, the role 
of Phrygia, by the way, is not difficult, but for a dancer 
Spartacus is one of the most difficult ballets — physi-
cally and emotionally. I am sure that the performance 
will live in the theatre only as long as there is an artist 
who is able to dance this role.

Now Phrygia is danced very beautifully by Irina 
Yeromkina. I rehearse with her and enjoy it but looking 
at her on stage is a double pleasure: so statuesque, such 
beautiful lines. An absolute delight! 

Photos from the archives  
of the Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus

The presented paintings 
were brought from the collec-
tion of Minsk’s Arthaos Gal-
lery. Among them were works 
by Yelena Baranovskaya, Yegor 
Batalyonok, Anton Vyrvo, Vit-
aly Gerasimov, Victoria Ilyina, 
Vasily Kostyuchenko, Mikhail 
Levkovich, Ivan Semiletov, 
Oleg Skovorodko and others. 

Arthaos Director Lil ia 
Lukashenko said that Orsha had 
become the second city to host 
the festival. The first day of the 
forum had a rich cultural pro-
gramme and the Wheel of Time 
exhibition was one of its events. 

“Modern Belarusian artists 
are represented here — both 
new and also the experienced 
and well-known. We are simul-
taneously hosting a children’s 

drawing contest, where the best 
works are chosen. Later, three 
of them will be chosen by a 
professional jury, taking into 
account the audience’s vote. 
These works will be award-
ed diplomas and prizes,” Lilia 
Lukashenko added. 

She also stressed that Vytoki 

is beginning to gain popularity 
and new people will gradually 
join it. The purpose of the fes-
tival is to connect the past and 
the present, to remind us of our 
roots and not forget them.

The Vytoki days in Orsha 
were rich in excursions, demon-
strations of ancient Belarusian 

rites, educational seminars, 
competitions and concerts. The 
festival programme ended with 
an evening gala concert with the 
participation of popular artistes 
and an incendiary disco from 
the best DJs. 

The cultural and sports fes-
tival will be held in six Belaru-
sian cities. In May, the events 

started in Lida — followed by 
Orsha. 

Vytoki has been organised 
by the National Olympic Com-
mittee, the Federation of Trade 
Unions of Belarus, the Arthaos 
and BelBrandAudit companies.

Based on materials  
of belta.by
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Aleksandr Lukashenko congratulated People’s 
Artist of Belarus, Lyudmila Brzhozovskaya, on 
her birthday.
“Great talent, hard work, an extremely wide 
repertoire rightfully lifted you to the heights 
of success and recognition. The refined 
beauty of the images you have created is a 
standard for classical and modern ballet,” says 
the message of congratulations.
The Head of State emphasised that the artist’s 
long-term activity for the benefit of national 
culture is a bright page in the history of the 
National Academic Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus. 
“Today you are sharing your acquired expe-
rience with the younger generation, helping 
young talents to achieve high professional-
ism,” noted the President.
Aleksandr Lukashenko wished Lyudmila 
Brzhozovskaya good health, inspiration, hap-
piness and prosperity.

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

With Yuri Troyan in Swan Lake

Kitri in Don Quixote
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The Belarusian 
beginning of summer 
will be rich in open-air 
concerts: quests in the 
dungeon, auto-fights, 
ballet in the moonlight 
and much more

No sleep on a summer night

By Kristina Khilko

It’s time to unravel the 
secrets of the Radziwills

The Enchanting Sounds of 
the Piano in the Nesvizh Cas-
tle Festival will enable you to 
plunge into the musical atmos-
phere of the past. After the mu-
sicians perform at the snow-
white Petrof Mistral piano, the 
guests will be invited to the 
game-quest, entitled ‘Secrets 
and Mysteries of the Radziwill 
Palace’. In an hour and a half, 

adventurers will be able to visit 
places of the complex that are 
closed for ordinary tourists, go 
down into the dungeons, look 
behind closed doors and find 
keys to move to a new level of 
the game.

Meanwhile, the trip to Nes-
vizh itself is already an event! 
This is a road through the end-
less palace park along the ram-
part and the fortress wall. It is 
easy to imagine that you are 
not in a tourist bus or car, but 
in a carriage, driving to a din-

ner party with local magnates. 
It is good to come to Nes-

vizh with friends or family for 
a few days to slowly explore 
everything, take a walk in the 
park and see the unique cul-
tural and historical sights of 
Belarus included in the UNE-
SCO Heritage List: the Corpus 
Christi Church with the Radzi-
wills’ family tomb and the 
snow-white town hall.
When: June 20th
Where: Nesvizh Castle
Price: from $14 (in equivalent)

Hey, we’re looking  
for talents

The jubilee 20th National 
Festival of Belarusian Song and 
Poetry Molodechno-2021 will 
be held in a modern city, located 
in an hour’s drive from Minsk. 
The programme includes a 
creative meeting with Eduard 
Khanok, the author of songs — 
recognisable from the first notes 
— I’ll Lie Down, Lie Down, Ice 
Ceiling...

Of course, it is impossible 
to sit still when the Pesnyary 
ensemble appears on the stage 
of the summer amphitheatre 
while the competition of young 
performers will choose the most 

talented and promising.
The Festival of Belarusian 

Song and Poetry will last two 
days. We advise you not to waste 
time and visit the village of Vy-
azynka, which is nearby, before 
the concerts. Here, in a small 
wooden house, the classic of 
Belarusian literature Yanka Ku-
pala was born. It seems that time 
has stopped: just like a century 
ago, the cradle sways lightly and 
comfortably, an old spinning 
wheel creaks, and a fire is about 
to break out in the furnace. The 
energy is amazing!
When: June 11th-12th
Where: Molodechno
Price: from $7 (in equivalent)

On June 22nd, at 4am
It is worth remembering the be-

ginning of the Great Patriotic War in 
the city that was to take the first blow. 
On June 22nd, Brest will recreate the 
events of eighty years ago, with a gran-
diose military-historical reconstruction 
being prepared for the guests.

The first volleys will thunder at 
4am... At dawn, the audience will see 
and hear the shooting and bombing; of 
course, this is a theatrical performance, 
but no one will remain unmoved.

The main monument of the memo-
rial rises above the ruins of destroyed 

buildings: a 30m high sculptural image 
of the head of an unconquered Soviet 
soldier, and scarlet carnations are left at 
its foot. Border guards will traditionally 
lower wreaths with lighted lamps into 
the waters of the River Bug.

Even if you have been to a mem-
orable place more than once, do not 
miss the opportunity to travel back in 
time, and at the same time to see how 
the citadel was transformed after recon-
struction.
When: on the night of June 21st-22nd
Where: Brest Fortress
Price: free
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Clash of the titans
Auto-battles are the most 

brutal summer show. The fran-
tic speeds of combat vehicles, 
the firing of guns and the roar of 
engines of multi-tonne vehicles 
give audiences goosebumps. 
Fearless crews will compete 
with each other in the art of 
driving, speed of passing the dis-
tance, overcoming obstacles and 
shooting accuracy. Desperate 
extreme racers will show whose 
car is tougher and cooler.

In between competitions, 
spectators will be able to visit 
numerous sites with military 
equipment and aircraft. During 
the day, a children’s entertain-

ment area, a food court and 
themed photo zones will operate 
on the territory of the complex. 
You can ride an ATV, jump on 
a trampoline and participate in 
a quest. The special programme 

will end with a fire show and col-
ourful fireworks.
When: June 12th
Where: Stalin’s Line Historical 
and Cultural Complex
Price: from $6 (in equivalent)

Ballet in the moonlight
The Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus re-

sumes projects suspended due to the 
pandemic. The main summer open-air 
festival site for connoisseurs of high 
art will be Nesvizh Castle. In the res-
idence of the princely family of the 
Radziwills, stars of ballet and opera, 
as well as choir artists and musicians 
will perform under the starry sky.

On June 25th, the history of Bib-
lical times will come to life in the 
courtyard of the castle: Giuseppe 
Verdi’s opera Nabucco will be per-
formed, encompassing grandiose 
scenes, a conflict of characters, the 
intensity of emotions 
in scenes of prayers, 

prophecies, and curses.
Meanwhile, on June 26th, the 

Night of Reincarnation will come: a 
bright musical project by Galina Galk-
ovskaya. The audience will hear their 
favourite works of Bernstein, Webber, 
Galliano, Miller, Offenbach, Debussy, 
Stein, Mercury. There will be oblig-
atory arias and duets from the musi-
cals The Phantom of the Opera, The 
Wizard of Oz, West Side Story, Cats 
and others. A whole constellation of 
performers will appear in unusual im-
ages. The conductor is maestro Oleg 
Lesun.
When: June 25th-27th

Where: Nesvizh Castle
Price: from $7 (in equivalent)
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Pesnyary will definitely inflame  
the audience at Molodechno-2021

Eighty-year-old events to be recreated at Brest Fortress
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Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus will stage its best performances in the open air
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 High jumper 
Maksim Nedosekov 
wins gold at the 
World Athletics event 
in the Netherlands

On the second at-
tempt, the Belarusian athlete outstripped 
the initial mark of 2m 15cm, after which 
from the first jump he took a height of 
2m 20cm and then 2m 24cm, repeating 
his best result of the season. Being in 
first place, Maksim Nedosekov ordered 
a height of 2m 30cm, but this time it re-
mained unconquered.

 Belarusians earn three gold, three 
silver and two bronze medals at the 
ECA Canoe Sprint European Champi-
onships in Poland

Olga Klimova won the C1 5,000m 
finals while Oleg Yurenya took second 
place in the K1 5,000m final race. Pavel 
Medvedev, Ilya Fedorenko, Kirill Niki-
tin and Vitaly Belko won gold in the K4 
men’s 1,000m while Vladislav Litvinov 
and Dmitry Natynchik were unequalled in 
the K2 500m. Artem Kozyr claimed sil-
ver in the C1 men’s 200m while one more 
silver was also earned by the Belarusian 

crew consisting of 
Margarita Makhne-
va, Olga Khudenko, 
Nadezhda Popok 
and Marina Litvin-
chuk in the K4 women 500m. Bronze 
went to canoeist Yelena Nozdreva in the 
C1 500m and the duet of kayakers Olga 
Khudenko / Marina Litvinchuk, who did 
well in their programmes in the K2 500m.

The Belarusians took third place over-
all in the team event after the national 
teams of Hungary — 18 medals (9-7-2) 
and Germany with 10 (4-3-3).

Belarusian tennis player Anna Ku- 
bareva wins the tournament in Kazan

In the decisive match of the singles 
category, Anna Kubareva (ranked 424th in 
the world rankings) confidently defeated 
the Greek Valentini Grammatikopoulou 
(287th) in two games — 6:1, 6:3. On her 
way to the finals, she alternately beat Ar-
menian Ani Amiraghyan (926th) — 6:0, 
6:1 and Belarus’ player Shalimar Talbi 
(351st) — 6:1, 6:4, as well as Russians 
Yekaterina Makarova (562nd) — 7:5, 6:3 
and Valeria Savinykh (196th) — 5:7, 6:2, 
7:6 (7:3).

A R E N A

Dinara Alimbekova was a real discovery of the last biathlon season. The athlete has 
repeatedly climbed to the podium of the World Cup races, also being acknowledged 
as the best young biathlete on the planet... All her results — victories and defeats 
— have always been in sight. However, few people know that Dinara's life is a story 
about overcoming herself and a constant striving for perfection.

By Tatiana Pastushenko

How it all started
Before turning to biathlon, I 

never skied; I began skiing only 
at the age of 11. I was a very 
active child and wanted to try 
everything. I studied music and 
choreography, also crochet, em-
broidery and attended a cinema 
school. However, I failed to finish 
art school but went into biathlon.

Your first coach recalls that 
— immediately after you put 
skies on, he hadn’t even enough 
time to explain everything to 
you — you went skiing. Was 
everything easy for you? 

I'm actually very talented 
[laughing]! When I was dancing, 
I did it in the first line. I learnt 
all very quickly — immediately 
repeating anything I was shown. 
I liked to be put forward as an ex-
ample; it encouraged me. I expe-
rienced the same feelings when I 
joined the sports school: I knew I 
wasn't the best but I really wanted 
to be. Andrei Ivanov at that time 
was coaching an ‘elite’ group of 
guys who represented the school 
at national competitions. I want-
ed to join them. My first coach, 
Maria Shipikova, said that I was 
really progressing very quickly.

Most of the fans have re-
membered you after the Jun-
ior World Championship held 
in Raubichi in 2015. Was your 
gold in the relay the most vivid 
memory of the event? 

The first thing that comes to 
mind is how we prepared for the 
championship in Raubichi and 
waited for guests to come to us. 
We moved to a new hotel that 
opened after the reconstruction. 
Then even the metro announced 
that we would host the Junior 
World Championship. I wanted 
to enjoy what was happening, 

and the gold medal was a nice 
bonus. Since then I have trained 
with the national team, after win-
ning the relay, I didn’t feel any in-
creased attention or responsibili-
ty. In fact, we knew that we would 
soon be in the first team. 

Unexpected title
Raubichi seems to be quite 

a happy place for you: even if 
we don’t mention the Junior 
World Championship, you also 
prepared for the Olympics in 
Pyeongchang there, as well as 
mostly for last season...

Before the Olympics in Pye-
ongchang, I spent six months in 
Raubichi. I got to the World Cup, 
having fulfilled all the necessary 
criteria. I competed the events, 
but after an unsuccessful relay 
race at the Oberhof stage, which 
took place a couple of months 
before the Games and in which 
I went on three penalty laps, I 
realised that I probably had no 
chance to break into the squad. 
However, after that race, I ran 
the remaining ones quite well.

How did you find out that 
you’d perform at the Olym-
pics?

We were at a training camp in 
Italy. One of the coaches arrived 
and brought outfits from Belarus. 
Nadya Pisareva and Ira Krivko 
took their bags and began try-
ing their suits on, though I was 
standing and looking at them. 
They asked me, “Why don't you 
take the bag? It’s at your feet.” It 
took me a while to figure out what 
was going on. I looked down and 
noticed my last name written on 
the bag. This is how I learnt that I 
would go to Pyeongchang. 

In the individual race at the 
Games, you finished 56th. Did 
you plan to be part of the relay 
four?

No, I wasn't going there 
[laughing]. After the Olympics, 
there was much talk; people 
said ‘Dinara was simply lucky’. 
However, I understand that my 
victory was in the fact that I got 
to the Olympic Games at the age 
of 22. If we talk about the relay 
line-up, I remember how we were 
running cross-country in the 
park with Nadya Pisareva and 
she said, “Oh, dear. I won't be 
upset if you get into the relay!” 
I then wondered what she was 
talking about. I had no thoughts 
that it could be possible until the 
coaches named the line-up…

You were worried, weren’t 
you?

In the evening before the 
race, I was unwell. I had a feel-
ing my temperature was high. I 
told myself this was a final and 
by morning, I felt much better. I 
was inspired and wanted to ski. I 

felt responsible, but I didn't think 
about any high results. I watched 
the first stage quite a bit: when 
I was skiing around the warm-
up zone. When Ira Krivko was 
skiing the second stage, I was 
following her on a large screen. 
I even cried when Ira shot back 
with no extra bullets! After run-
ning my part of the race, I stood 
in the media zone. When Darya 

Domracheva shot standing up, 
the fans started shouting from 
behind. I turned to the screen 
and seemed to be aiming with 
her, saying to myself: ‘Calm 
down, Dasha, calm down’. When 
Dasha shot back, she ran to look 
for other guys. I met Ira and 
asked: ‘Do you believe that? No 
one can catch up with Dasha!’

To win through pain
You had health problems 

even then, didn't you?
My periosteum has been 

hurting since my second World 
Cup. I performed well, and in 
one of the races I came out of 
the firing line, shooting to zero, 
and I couldn't do anything else 
— my legs simply wouldn’t al-
low me to run. This problem 
was dealt with a lot by Klaus 
Siebert, who then coached the 
national team. We made great 

efforts but nothing helped. I then 
injured my shoulder at the first 
IBU Cup, after the Junior World 
Championship. I fell badly then, 
dislocating my arm. I continued 
training and skiing — with the 
pain. I was only operated on at 
the Olympics.

Was there more joy than 
sorrow this season?

I’ve mostly experienced 

tears of joy. Negative comments 
were common when I was ranked 
30th or 37th. Fans always want 
to see their athletes on the po-
dium, but it doesn't happen that 
way. Of course, there are those 
who support me in any situation. 
I know such fans. When I open, 
for example, Instagram and see 
their faces in a photo, I try to 
respond immediately. Thank you 
for always believing in me. 

Which of the awards won 
this season is the most valuable 
for you?

It's not the awards that mat-
ter, but the emotions of your 
family. When I arrived home, 
they told me in great detail how 
they were. It turned out, that my 
relatives are preparing for each 
race and have their own rituals. I 
felt that I should not give up: my 
family expect a lot from me, and 
I want to please them. 

As a result, you’ve man-
aged to occupy 7th place in the 
overall World Cup standings. 
Moreover, most of the individ-
ual medals were won in contact 
races. Are they closer to you?

In contact races, you can 
‘stretch’ yourself. I’ve gained 
excitement in technical nuanc-
es. After adding functionally, my 
confidence grew — albeit not im-
mediately. I remember how Tiril 
Eckhoff overtook me in the first 
pursuit in Kontiolahti. I thought 
I wanted to run after her but I 
probably couldn't. The coaches 
along the track began shouting 
to hold on to the Norwegian. I 
was skiing when I noticed: I was 
gaining! I was overtaking the 
Norwegian. Later, I watched a 
video replay to see: indeed, tech-
nically I passed the hill section 
better. I notice such advantages 
mostly in contact races. 

Are you already looking 
forward to the next Olympic 
season?

So far, I’m thinking mostly 
about the off-season. I've always 
said that summer is a much more 
difficult time than the season it-
self. Summer is a hard and ex-
hausting period but I'm looking 
forward to it: last year, it was dif-
ficult for me but I knew that this 
work would lead to something 
good. Every day I felt my form 
improve. I'm looking forward to 
it now.

Simply be the best



  

 680
 

  
 

 1130

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 1130.  680

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CALENDAR Thursday, June 10, 2021The Minsk Times

The most beautiful representative of ornithologic fauna: a peafowl in the Honey Paradise agro-estate in the village of Starovysokoe, Gomel Region

©

ISSN 1991-2978

DATES. EVENTS. PEOPLE.

Marta Chvei

Марта Владимировна Чвей

+375 17 311-04-49 +375 17 311-04-49

theminsktimes@gmail.com

Минск, 220013.
220013 Minsk,
79/1 Nezavisimosti Avenue

Photo of the week
June 12th marks 
90 years since the 
creation (1931) 
of the Honoured 
Academic Choir of 
the National State 

TV and Radio Company of the Republic of 
Belarus. It promotes Belarusian folk songs 
and works of Belarusian composers while 
also contributing to the creation of a national 
choral repertoire. Its repertoire includes 
world and Belarusian national choral music. 
It is a laureate of the State Prize of Belarus 
(1990).

June 12th marks the 
Day of Light Industry 
Workers in the Republic 
of Belarus, celebrated 
on the second Sunday 
of June. Light industry 
is the leading branch of 
Belarus’ national economy uniting more than 
a hundred organisations of various forms of 
ownership in the Republic and abroad. This 
powerful production potential meets the 
needs of society for consumer goods and 
industrial products while also contributing to 
the improvement of the quality of life.

June 12th marks the 
state holiday of the 
Russian Federation 
— the Day of Russia. 
On June 12th, 1990, 
the First Congress of 

People’s Deputies of the RSFSR adopted 
the Declaration on the State Sovereignty 
of Russia, which proclaimed the supremacy 
of the Russian Constitution and its laws. An 
important milestone in the strengthening 
of Russian statehood was the adoption of 
a new name for the country: the Russian 
Federation (Russia).

June 12th marks World Day Against 
Child Labour. It is celebrated annually by 
the decision of the session of the General 
Conference of the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), held 
in June 2002. Its purpose 
is to draw attention to 
the problem of child 
labour and the need for 
measures to eliminate it.

On June 13th, 1956, Leonid Taranenko 
was born — a Belarusian weightlifting 
athlete and Honoured Master of Sports of 
the USSR. He is the champion of the 22nd 
Olympic Games (1992), world champion and 

bronze medallist of the World 
Championship. He is also a 
multiple European champion 
and champion of the 7th and 
8th Spartakiads of the Peoples 
of the USSR. Moreover, he is a 
19-time world record holder.

June 14th marks the 100th anniversary 
of the birth (1921, Minsk) of Isaak Maslan 
— a Belarusian graphic artist, Honoured 

Worker of Culture of Belarus. 
He worked in the field of 
decoration art, posters, and 
industrial graphics. He is 
the author of posters and 
sketches of anniversary 
medals. From to his 
sketches, the pavilion of 
Belarus was designed at the 

USSR Exhibition of Achievements of National 
Economy, as well as a number of Republican 
industrial and agricultural exhibitions, and 
the Belarusian pavilion at the Leipzig Spring 
Fair (1967). He died in 1996.

June 14th marks World 
Donor Day, celebrated since 
2004 on the birthday of Karl 
Landsteiner (1868-1943) — an 
Austrian scientist and winner 
of the Nobel Prize in Physiology 
or Medicine (1930), who discovered human 
blood groups (1900). The purpose of the 
Donor Day is to raise awareness of the 
need for safe blood and its products and, of 
course, to express gratitude to donors who 
voluntarily and gratuitously donate their 
blood to save human lives.

On June 15th, 1926, 
Oleg Avdeev was 
born — a Belarusian 
cameraman, 
Honoured Worker of 
Culture of Belarus. 
In 1956-1992, he 

worked at the Belarusfilm National Studio. 
His works include the documentaries Torch, 
Ballad About the Black Birch; fiction films A 
Girl Is Looking for a Father, Love Must be 
Cherished; and television pictures Cross of 
Mercy, Love Affair of the Emperor, etc.

On June 16th, 1896, 
Vladimir Khrustalev was 
born — a Belarusian artist 
and teacher. In 1917-
1919, he studied at the 
St. Petersburg Academy 
of Arts in the studio of B. Kustodiev. From 
1919, he taught at the People’s Art School in 
Velizh (Smolensk Region), as well as Vitebsk 
and Minsk art schools. He was a member of 
the All-Belarusian Association of Artists. He 
painted genre compositions, portraits, and 
landscapes. His works include the View of 
Vitebsk, Construction, Winter and others. He 
died in 1954.

On June 16th, 
1976, the Soligorsk 
Museum of Local 
Lore was founded. 
The exposition of the 
museum is located in 

three rooms and consists of nine thematic 
sections. The museum archives contain 
stone tools of the 2nd-1st millennium BC, 
alongside a collection of objects of material 
culture of peasants from the 19th and 
early 20th century and varied ethnographic 
collections. 
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