
Building bridges rather than walls!
The Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk International Festival of Arts is the major cultural forum in the Republic of Belarus which 
unites countries and continents, contemporary and folk arts. The aspiration for spiritual unity of peoples is emphasised by its 
motto: ‘Through Art to Peace and Mutual Understanding’.
The festival has long been a matter of national importance and has gained effective support from the President. This year, the 

30th — jubilee — Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk International Festival of Arts has been successfully 
held in Vitebsk and Belarus’ northern capital was filled with a magical atmosphere of fraternal 
unity during those festive days. Thousands of participants and guests of the art forum came from 
all around the world to Vitebsk to participate in the incredible holiday, to walk along the brightly 
decorated streets, meet good friends and take thousands of memorable photos.
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Belarusian 
patriots have  
sent an address  
to the peoples  
of Lithuania  
and Latvia

The Grand Prix winner of the 30th International Pop Song Performers Contest — Vitebsk-2021: Rukhiya, of Kazakhstan
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By Dmitry Kryat

The more than f ive-hour talks 
between the presidents of Belarus and 
Russia continued the practice of regular 
personal meetings at the highest level. 
Although the recent visit to St. Peters-
burg had not been widely announced 
in advance, the heads of state agreed to 
meet back on July 1st during their tele-
phone conversation. 

Judging by the official shots taken 
during the strong handshake of the two 
leaders, the presidents were in a great 
mood. Addressing the interlocutor, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko expressed his 
confidence that Belarus and Russia will 
hold out in the conditions of another 
sanctions attack, 

“We will hold out. Even better — 
we will continue developing. For sure. 
They will not succeed in monopolising 
the international agenda and putting 
pressure on us. They will not! The 
world has changed.”

An adequate response to terror
The situation both externally and 

domestically in the allied states is very 

changeable — as discussed by the two 
leaders — and, sadly, these chang-
es are not leading to calm. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko told Vladimir Putin, 

“The security of our countries is 
the most important thing. We should 
give all our attention to it. Whatever 
they [opponents] may say to lull us into 
a false sense of security, we see that we 
did the right thing in the past by paying 
attention to the defence of our states 
and to security… The dynamics is 
crazy. Something changes every day.”

The architects of chaos in Belarus 
are not calming down and the methods 
they resort to are becoming increasingly 
fiendish. Aleksandr Lukashenko open-
ly told Vladimir Putin about the devel-
opment of a new stage of the so-called 
‘colour revolution’ in Belarus — or riot-
ing, to be more correct, 

“They have moved on to individu-
al terror. I have informed you about 
some issues. Developments are seen 
daily. We observe individual terror 
against those people who spoke open-
ly, those who supported the state. 
They have now switched to deputies. 
These scoundrels determine the time 

to attack the house of a leaders of the 
deputies and the party when children 
are inside. They are trying to pressure, 
intimidate.”

In contrast, there is fairly effective 
work by law enforcement agencies and 
special services. In recent days, it’s 
been increasingly common that persons 
involved in extremist activities, inciting 
hatred and enmity in society are being 
detained. Therefore, the President has 
no doubts about ‘individual terrorists’, “I 
think it’s a matter of time. We will iden-
tify all of them. And we will find them, 
bring them to justice and the punishment 
will be harsh.”

Follow our own minds 
Aleksandr Lukashenko is convinced: 

one of the key issues that needs to be 
addressed is the economy. With close 
co-operation between Belarus and Russia, 
the response will be more effective, and 
sanctions pressure won’t be a great shock.  

The Belarusian leader called it 
encouraging that the trade turnover 
between our countries is growing. The 
President reiterated the thesis that any 
sanctions are opportunities. The two 

heads of state are absolutely in solidarity 
regarding this matter. 

Effective interaction
V l a d i m i r  P u t i n ,  we l c o m i n g  

Aleksandr Lukashenko, also focused on 
the economic aspect of Belarusian-Rus-
sian co-operation, 

“At the beginning of our meeting, 
I would like to note that the Republic 
of Belarus (I’m now not talking about 
our future plans for the building of 
the Union State), as a whole, remains 
a great and reliable partner for us in 
the economic sphere.”

The Russian President said that, in 
2020, the trade turnover between our 
countries dropped by 17 percent due to 
the consequences of the pandemic but, in 
April-May 2021, trade was growing and 
the rise exceeded 37 percent. “It’s a good 
figure,’ Vladimir Putin believes. 

During their meeting, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin agreed 
that the gas price for Belarus in 2022 will 
remain at the level of 2021. The presi-
dents also agreed on credit support for 
Belarus in connection with the tax policy 
in Russia.

Attempts 
to put 
pressure on 
us will fail!
Interaction in the security sphere, countering individual terror and sanctions pressure were among 
the current topics discussed by Aleksandr Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg

The Press Secretary 
of the President of 
B elarus,  Natalya  
Eismont, comment-
ed for the interstate 
television and radio 
company, Mir, what 
the two presidents 
discussed during 
their meeting. Var-
ious issues were in 
focus — including 
co-operation in the economy and financial 
sphere, transport and logistics, the fight 
against the pandemic and several inter-
national topics. Among other things, the 
governments of the two countries were in-
structed to work out a joint plan to coun-
teract western sanctions.

On attitudes in the mass media
“For starters I’d like to address all kinds of atti-
tudes that mass media traditionally indulge in. 
In particular, some claim that the meeting of the 
presidents of Belarus and Russia was unsched-
uled and organised at short notice,” she said. “I’d 
like to note that the heads of state scheduled this 
meeting during a phone conversation back on 
July 1st. The Belarusian President’s letter sent to 
the Russian President to discuss economy and 
finance as well as the counteraction of the sanc-
tion-based policy of the collective West against 
Belarus and Russia was one of the reasons for 
arranging the meeting and shaping its agenda.”
“The presidents had to discuss a joint plan of 
action in this situation. During that phone con-
versation, Vladimir Putin suggested meeting in 
St Petersburg,” Natalya Eismont added.
In her words, during the meeting, the presidents 
touched upon the entire spectrum of matters, 
which can be separated into several topics.

Economy and finance, counteraction  
of sanctions
“The governments have been instructed to work 
out and adopt an action plan on counteracting 
the sanctions,” Mrs. Eismont said. The removal 
of the remaining barriers standing in the way 
of shipments of Belarusian products was also 
discussed, including as part of government pro-
curement contracts.
“Belarusian banks will get the necessary volumes 
of resources as support for foreign trade opera-
tions,” she said.
Uninterrupted deliveries of hydrocarbon raw 
materials to Belarus were also discussed. “Next 
year’s price for natural gas will not be higher than 
this year’s. The final price will be set by the end 
of the year,” Mrs. Eismont said, adding that other 
matters concerning economic co-operation had 
also been discussed.

Integration, Union State programmes
Natalya Eismont said work had been finished on 
Union State programmes on harmonising tax 
legislation and on interaction in customs affairs. 
“A solution was found regarding the tax policy 
in Russia in the area of oil refining for the sake 
of compensating for Belarus’ losses from this tax 
issue,” she stated.

Security and defence, counterterrorism 
efforts, cyber security
The Press Secretary said that Belarus and Rus-
sia have absolutely the same approaches to 
these matters. “There is a mutual support and 
an agreement to work together,” the official said 
as she summed up results of the negotiations  
of Aleksandr Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin.

Routine matters, including the autumn  
session of the Supreme State Council
“As for routine matters, one can mention the 
forthcoming autumn session of the Supreme 

State Council of the Union State of Belarus and 
Russia. Final decisions on a number of matters, 
which have been discussed, may be made dur-
ing that session. The heads of state have already 
discussed the rough agenda for the forthcoming 
session,” noted Mrs. Eismont.

Transport and logistics
The Press Secretary stated that these matters 
are of pressing interest. In her words, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin discussed issues 
starting with the resumption of transport servic-
es between the countries and ending with more 
frequent flights of the Belarusian air carrier Be-
lavia to Moscow, St. Petersburg, Sochi and other 
Russian cities.

The pandemic
Natalya Eismont said, “The presidents also dis-
cussed the counteraction of COVID-19, the pro-
gress of the vaccination campaign and the epi-
demic situation as a whole.”

The international agenda
According to Natalya Eismont, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin talked about the 
international agenda, including western policy 
towards Belarus and Russia, in particular, the pol-
icy of the European Union and the USA. “Ukraine 
was mentioned and the increased NATO military 
presence in the country was discussed in detail 
— in particular, the organisation of large-scale 
military exercises and NATO’s plans to build mili-
tary bases,” she said.
The presidents also discussed how the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organisation member states 
can counteract threats in Central Asia due to the 
withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan.
“On the whole, the conversation lasted for more 
than five hours. The presidents discussed all 
matters of mutual interest,” Natalya Eismont con-
cluded.

St. Petersburg. Konstantinovsky Palace
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Security as a priority
The President signed the Law ‘On Amending the Laws on Protecting the Sovereignty and the Constitutional System’. According to 
the document, the press service of the Head of State reports, amendments to the Law ‘On State of Emergency’ are made. In line with 
the Constitution and this law, in addition to natural calamities and catastrophes, the reasons for declaring the state of emergency 
include riots accompanied by violence or the threat of violence from a group of individuals and organisations, which endangers the 
lives and health of people, the territorial integrity and the existence of the state. There was no clear definition of rioting in the past.

By Dmitry Umpirovich, Varvara Morozova,  

Svetlana Isaenok

The law signed by the President, describes riots 
as attempts to forcibly change the constitution-
al system, capture or assume authority, as an 
armed insurrection, mass riots, interethnic and 
interreligious conflicts accompanied by violent 
actions that pose an immediate threat to the 
lives and safety of citizens.

The new law also clarifies the list of possible extraor-
dinary measures and temporary restrictions, which can 
be introduced when the state of emergency is declared. 
This norm was worked out taking into account the expe-
rience of response to riots in 2020. Thus, the possible 
extraordinary measures and temporary restrictions now 
include the suspension of publication and distribution 
of mass media products (including foreign ones), the 
introduction of a special procedure for reporter accred-
itation, the restriction on access to Internet resources 
and online media. The authority of the commandant of 
the territory where the state of emergency is introduced 
is clarified and expanded by the law.

The list of law enforcement, security, and defence 
bodies, which are employed to enforce the state of 
emergency, has been expanded to include paramili-
tary organisations. It will allow most effectively and 
completely the legal deployment of the forces and assets 
of the Emergencies Ministry, the Investigative Commit-
tee, the State Forensic Examination Committee, and the 
Financial Investigations Department.

Apart from that, the Belarusian army can now be 
used to accomplish tasks as part of the state response 
system in accordance with the Law ‘On the Armed 
Forces of the Republic of Belarus’. Taking into account 
the accumulated practical experience, the law specifies 
the army’s tasks as part of this system: fight against 
terrorism, protection of public security, suppression of 
mass riots, protection of guarded persons, secure facil-
ities and installations.

Vladimir Archakov, Deputy State  
Secretary of the Security Council:
There are no grounds for the introduction 
of a state of emergency or martial law now, 
but at the same time I would mention three 
significant aspects. Firstly, there’s no need 
to view a state of emergency as a kind of 
malicious, secretly invented, repressive 
machine that would oppress everyone. Just 
the opposite. The state undertakes to make 
additional efforts to ensure the maximum 
security of society against unfavourable 
factors that may arise, and there are a great 
many of them in our world today. Secondly, 
there are people who are interested in this 
emergency today and they view every harm 
that is inflicted on the state as their person-
al victory. Sanctions have been imposed, 
air traffic has been restricted, exports have 
been cut, companies have ceased work and 
people have been fired… Where will we 
go with such ‘winners’? Moreover, what is 
being done at the borders? Poland plans 
to start purchasing 250 American tanks of 
the latest model in the near future, but we 
know that tanks are purely offensive weap-
ons. The question arises: where is this large 
formation heading to? Or did the capitalists 
simply take and put on a shelf $5bn for 
machinery, weapons, training of specialists 
and infrastructure creation? Thirdly, the 
state must ensure readiness for both a state 
of emergency and martial law since people 
will ask us later: how do you ensure security 
if you failed to foresee the most basic things 
in advance?
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Co-operation without coercion
In an interview to Sky News Arabia, the President spoke about relations  
with the West, opportunities for dialogue with the EU, sanctions issues,  
the incident with the Ryanair plane and illegal migration 

By Yevgeny Kononovich,  

Varvara Morozova

The interviewer was the channel’s 
Chief News Editor, Imad El Atrache. 
His questions also related to the upcom-
ing participation of Belarus in the regu-
lar session of the UN General Assembly. 
Below are the highlights of the conver-
sation.

Sanctions used for benefit 
One of the topics of the interview 

was the economic pressure of the West 
on our country. Aleksandr Lukashenko 
answered straightforwardly, “Of course, 
sanctions are unpleasant for any coun-
try. However, we realised that — soon-
er or later — these sanctions would be 
introduced. They were imposed against 
our individuals (these are 150-200 real 
patriots of our country) who run the 
country and defend it, and against our 
biggest companies.”

The purpose is clear: to destroy 
the economy. “We expected this and 
prepared for it,” stressed the President, 
adding, 

“As a result of the sanctions, in 
H1 2021, the gross domestic product 
in Belarus expanded by about 3.5 
percent — more than we planned last 
year.”

In response to accusations of Bela-
rus’ involvement in illegal migration, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko said, 

“If they truly want to fight illegal 
migration and turn the migration 
situation back to normal, they should 
start with themselves. We see groups 
of a criminal nature in Lithuania. 
Why don’t they see that? This is why 
they should start working on it. If they 
need help, we will provide this help 
but no longer for free.”

The President explained, “They’ve 
int roduced sanct ions against us. 
They’ve decided to choke my country, 
my people. I am the President of this 
people. I have to evaluate the situation 
and take certain actions to prevent the 
choking of the people and the destruc-
tion of the country. They take such 
steps against the Belarusian people and 
yet they want us to protect them in this 
situation? 

If we proceed from purely prag-
matic positions, it costs a lot of 
money: work at the border, protection 
against drugs, smuggling of weapons 
and illegal migration. This requires 
considerable funding. If you want us 
to help you in this, then you should 
not throw a noose around our neck.”

Belarus is interesting  
to the world

After the interview with Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, Imad El Atrache shared 
his impressions of the conversation with 
the President of Belarus. In particular, he 
noted that the audience abroad is interest-
ed in the Belarusian agenda, “The events 
that are taking place in Belarus are inter-
esting not only to viewers in our country. 
Our channel broadcasts to a number of 
states. The whole world and TV viewers 
in various countries are interested in what 
is happening in your country, because this 
is an international agenda.”

The Arab journalist also noted the 

openness of the Belarusian side in prepar-
ing the interview, “All the questions that I 
sent to the Belarusian side were addressed 
— including those relating to the domes-
tic situation. They were asked to the Head 
of State and I received answers to them.”

Sky News Arabia is an Arabic 24-
hour rolling news channel broadcast 
mainly in the Middle East and North 
Africa. It was established as a joint 
venture of the British company Sky 
Group (a media conglomerate oper-
ating in a number of Western Euro-
pean countries) and the Emirati Abu 
Dabi Investment Corporation.

Patrick Poppel, a Western European geopolitical analyst  
(in his comments for news-front.info):
While the West is introducing new sanctions against Belarus and, by doing so, 
poisoning the diplomatic climate even more, Aleksandr Lukashenko remains 
calm. Western mass media describe him as ‘Europe’s last dictator’ but it might 
be a good idea to take an objective look at the current situation in Belarus and 
the President’s actions.
Right now Belarus is in the situation where Ukraine was several years ago. West-
ern countries are trying to exert influence to make the country side with them. 
All kinds of dirty strategies are used for it. 
As a statesman, Aleksandr Lukashenko has to protect his people and 
interests of the state from these influences. He acts in the interests of the 
people even in debates about refugees.
Why does he have to keep in Belarus the refugees who lost their homes in 
Afghanistan, North Africa or the Middle East due to Western interference? It 
was not Belarusian fighter jets that destroyed the existing state systems and 
infrastructure, thus ruining the livelihood of many people. All these interven-
tions came from the West.
Lukashenko knows that mass migration brings only social problems and 
crimes, this is why he definitely acts in the interests of his people in this regard. 
The West fails to understand it because Europe has lacked such politicians for 
many years. For me, Lukashenko is the last strong statesman in Europe.

Imad El Atrache  
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Thirty years ago, the 

Slavianski Bazaar Festival 
was born in Vitebsk. The el-
egant anniversary attracted 
a number of eminent guests 
and spectators to the Summer 
Amphitheatre. The date, as it 
should be, was celebrated 
cheerfully and the opening 
ceremony was more like a 
family holiday, in which — 
according to tradition — the 
President took part. Since 
1995, the festival has been 
held under his personal pa-
tronage. It is thanks to the 
support of the Belarusian 
leader that, every year, the festival in 
Vitebsk proves that there are no borders 
for true friends.

Addressing the participants and guests 
of the event, Aleksandr Lukashenko 
stressed that, while some states are build-
ing barriers and fences separating people 
with barbed wire, Belarus has opened its 
doors to friends again, “We, Belarusians, 
as before, call on countries and nations 
from this cultural platform to build bridg-
es rather than walls. It is sacred to keep 
the Slavic brotherhood and to strengthen 
friendship with all states of the world.”

The Head of State emphasised that 
the Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk Festi-
val was included in the calendar of the 
cultural life of many nations. “For Be-
larusians, the festival has become one 
of the symbols of the formation of an 
independent state. Yes, there have been 
very difficult times. But we took care of 
Slavianski Bazaar and despite all the dif-
ficulties, the event lived on,” he added.

Today the festival in Vitebsk is the 
most authoritative international com-
petition for professional vocal skills.   
A ticket to the festival enables citizens 
of seventy-four countries to visit Belarus 
without a visa.

“The friends of Belarus have never 
needed an invitation,” underlined the 
President. “We are always glad to wel-
come guests in the Belarusian way and 
we repeat for the hundredth time: come 
and look at our country and see that we 

have much to be proud of 
and many things to pleas-
antly surprise you with.”

According to the Head 
of State, having united on 
one stage representatives 
of all Slavic peoples, peo-
ples of the former Soviet 
republics, attracting par-
ticipants and guests from 
new countries every year, 
the festival could not but 
become an irritant for 
those who do not need the 
unity of these countries.

“Our action annoys 
them, and the point here 

is not in the dictatorship, not in the fact 
that the country is not like that. New 
methods of struggle to divide peoples 
have appeared. They are trying to divide 
us, so we must make every effort to pre-
serve this great festival,” emphasised the 
President.

Aleksandr Lukashenko also noted 
that the annual special awards and prizes 
of the festival are only a small part of the 
recognition of the contribution that crea-
tive people actually make to strengthen-
ing ties between fraternal peoples.

Example of co-operation
The Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk In-

ternational Festival of Arts has become 
a shining example of constructive and 
mutually beneficial collaboration in the 
humanitarian sphere. This is stated in the 
greetings to the guests and participants 
of the festival of the President of Russia, 
Vladimir Putin, which was announced at 
the opening ceremony of the forum.

The greeting from the Acting Prime 
Minister of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, 
reads: ‘The Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk 
International Festival of Arts strengthens 
mutual understanding, trust and friendship 
between different peoples and countries’.

Friends and fans of the forum from 
China, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan 
and other countries also sent welcoming 
words to the anniversary festival.
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By Kristina Khilko

Taking a walk  
in the largest square

The largest square in the 
country is located in the heart of 
Vitebsk, being 380m long and 
190m wide. The Eternal Flame 
burns as a tribute to the memory 
of the liberators of the city from 
the Nazis at the famous ‘Three 
Bayonets’ Monument.

The Town Hall is situated 
within walking distance. From 
its observation deck, the ancient 
city can be viewed almost en-
tirely. Inside there is a museum 
with archaeological finds, as 
well as a collection of bladed 
weapons from Europe and the 
East, birch bark letters 
and much more.

Not far from the cen-
tre, you will see one of the 
most beautiful churches 
in the city: the Church 
of St. Barbara. Behind 
the railway station, 
you need to cross the 
railway bridge, and its 
sharp spires will imme-
diately appear. The church 
was built in the 1770s and 
combines features of the 
neo-Romanesque and 
neo-Gothic style.

Bringing luck
The local train 

station is a unique 
building of the 19th  
century. Recently, tourists have 
been rushing here not only for 
the architectural flavour, but 
also to the sculpture, entitled 
‘Meeting at the Station’: a lady 
in a frilly dress, flirtatiously 
squeezing a flower, and a man 
looking impatiently at his pock-
et watch. The couple has already 
become one of the symbols of 
the city. If you rub the dial, you 
will keep up with everything in 
life and attract good luck.

The city is also rich in oth-
er sculptures: a monument to a 
wandering musician with a dog, 
the Little Mermaid from Anders-
en’s fairy tale, the Vitebsk giant. 
Everyone has their own: some ask 
them for money, some for health, 
and others for luck in love.

Taking a mini river cruise
It’s much more interesting 

to make your first acquaintance 
with the city from the water. Dur-
ing the days of the Slaviansky 
Bazaar Festival, the motor boat 
sets sail from 12.00 every hour at 
the pier on Pobedy Square.

From the Zapadnaya Dvi-
na River, the Holy Dormition 
Cathedral is especially magnif-
icent, soaring like a white bird 
over its high bank.

It is worth looking into the 
Annunciation Church — a unique 
monument of ancient Polotsk ar-
chitecture from the 12th century. 
The history of the temple is not 
easy. It was destroyed in the So-
viet years. All that’s left is its left 
corner and a few metres of walls.

It was rebuilt in the 1990s. 
The  c ra f t smen 

didn’t plaster the 
original masonry 

so that every-
one could see 
the ancient 
wall.

According to the legend, it was 
here that the Novgorod prince 
and the great commander, Alex-
ander Nevsky, married Alexan-
dra, the daughter of the Polotsk 
prince. The princely couple were 
immortalised in bronze next 
to the temple, on Millennium 

Square. In the beginning of July, 
Vitebsk residents could bow to 
the relics of the saint, which are 
brought to various cities of the 
Union State in the year marking 
the 800th anniversary since the 
birth of the great commander.

Taking a ride  
in an avant-garde tram

Locals advise taking a tram 
ride. This type of transport is held 
in high esteem. After all, it first 
began to travel along the Vitebsk 
streets in 1898 — earlier than in 
Minsk, Moscow and St. Peters-
burg. If you’re lucky, you won’t 
come across a tram but a true 
work of art, with paintings by 
Malevich and his students from 

the UNOVIS (Approvers of New 
Art) Association on the sides.

You can continue your ac-
quaintance with Chagall’s work 
on Pokrovskaya Street, where 
the house — built by the artist’s 
father more than a hundred years 
ago — has survived. There is now 
a museum there. Chagall con-
fessed his love for his hometown 
through his paintings. It was here 
that he felt a craving for painting 
and met Bella. Lovers soaring in 
the sky are depicted on his most 
famous painting Above the City.

Another point of attraction for 
all those who admire avant-garde 
is the Museum of the History of 
the Vitebsk People’s Art School. 
At the beginning of the last cen-

tury, Chagall — together with 
Malevich and other like-minded 
masters — gave birth to a new 
world here. At the entrance, by 
the stairs, there is a famous pho-
tographic portrait of UNOVIS. 
Nearby on the floor is a mosaic 
with the loud message ‘Beat the 
Whites with the Red Wedge’ — 
one of the most popular Soviet 
propaganda posters, created by 
El Lissitzky in 1920. And in the 
hall dedicated to Kazimir Ma-
levich, ultraviolet lighting comes 
on and ... the walls come to life. 
The artist’s manuscripts and po-
ems are projected onto them.

Promenades in  
the cultural capital

Vitebsk, located in the 
north-east of Belarus, is 
deservedly considered to 
be one of the most beau-
tiful cities in the country. 
It is the third most pop-
ulous and the second 
oldest city after Polotsk. 
In summer, Vitebsk 
turns into the cultural 
capital of Belarus. In the 
1920s, it was the centre 
of avant-garde art. Now, 
perhaps the most famous 
landmark of the city is 
the Summer Amphithe-
atre, where the presti-
gious Slavianski Bazaar 
International Festival of 
Arts is held every year. 
However, even without 
this, there are plenty 
beautiful sights to see  
in Vitebsk.
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Take a note
 You will find cute souvenirs 
in the ‘Fest’ shop. Although 
in summer, especially during 
the festival, many artists can 
be found right on the streets 
and you can take away a mag-
net, a watercolour landscape, 
a lucky doll and much more.
  Fans of fast food should 
look into the largest McDon-
ald’s in Belarus which is locat-
ed at the entrance to the city 
from the direction of Orsha, 
Moscow and Mogilev.
 In the ‘Cinnamon’ cafe you 
will find croissants with thir-
ty different fillings.
 Walking in the historical cen-
tre, next to the Town Hall, look 
at the ‘Vitebsk Traktir’ cafe for 
tasty and hearty meals.
  Look at the ‘Lyamus’ res-
taurant, specialising only 
in Belarusian cuisine — for 
something colourful and au-
thentic.
 You can stay overnight in 
hotels, hostels and agro-es-
tates. A double room in a 
hotel will cost about $23 (in 
equivalent), accommoda-
tion in a farmhouse starts 
from $20.

The Town Hall

Kazimir Malevich ready to take you to the required stop

Such ‘welcomers’ greet guests  
at the railway station
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Belarusian political parties, trade unions and public associations 
have sent an address to the peoples of Lithuania and Latvia

Belarusian patriots address 
peoples of Lithuania and Latvia
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Hardworking and sensible Belarusians have always understood thrifty and business-like Latvians and Lithuanians

The address reads: ‘Connected by multiple episodes 
from our common history, multiple cultural, trade, eco-
nomic and family ties, our nations have lived in friend-
ship and mutual understanding for centuries. It was 
always easy for hardworking and sensible Belarusians 
to understand thrifty and business-like Latvians and 
Lithuanians. We lived in peace and friendship for so 
many years. We went to see each other. We sincerely 
congratulated each other on festivities and were proud 
of each other’s accomplishments. We don’t want to feud 
now either. Belarusians have never threatened you with 
anything. You have never had reasons to be afraid of an-
ything from our side. How did it happen that ambitions 
of some representatives of the ruling elites in your coun-
tries placed on the brink of existence the friendship and 
mutual understanding of many centuries, economic and 
humanitarian co-operation? How could one imagine 
that Latvian politicians would remove the State Flag of 
Belarus from a flagpole in the capital city, that Vilnius 
will become an official haven for those who betrayed 
the Belarusian nation? Doesn’t it seem to you, dear 
neighbours, that some people deliberately misconstrue 
ideas and their meanings and drive a wedge between 
our countries? And it is not being done in Minsk’.

The authors of the address cannot comprehend 
the eagerness of some politicians and diplomats of 
Lithuania and Latvia to harm close neighbours and 
partners to satisfy bureaucrats from Brussels.

The address continues: ‘Biased mass media keep 
telling you that sanctions against Belarus are deter-
mined by care for the Belarusian nation which alleged-
ly needs protection and patronage. However, even peo-
ple who stay far from politics and economy, can easily 
see that the sanctions primarily affect common people, 
our families and kids. What kind of democracy and care 
for people is that? We don’t need such ‘care’. We want 
to simply live in our own land and determine our fate on 
our own without external pressure. Short-sighted politi-
cians from Vilnius and Riga call for tightening the eco-
nomic noose on the neck of the Belarusian people. But 
you have to understand that the rule of the boomerang 
is still in effect. Sectoral sanctions against Belarus 
are already painful for the economies of your coun-
tries. The facts speak for themselves. For instance, 
Belarusian transit freight accounts for a third of the 
workload of Klaipeda port. Belaruskali can easily re-
route the bulk of its transit shipments while Lithuania 
will suffer losses if Belarusian potash is never again 
shipped via Klaipeda. It is likely it will be impossible 
to find a replacement. Why would you need then to 

spend hundreds of millions of Euros on reconstruct-
ing Klaipeda port if the cargoes the reconstruction is 
intended for go away?’

The authors of the address also believe that Lith-
uanian Railways will suffer as well. Belarusian freight 
accounts for a quarter of its cargo shipment. The Lith-
uanian Communications and Transport Ministry has 
already stated that the Lithuanian state railway compa-
ny, Lietuvos gelezinkeliai, may lose 20 percent of freight 
turnover, or up to 14m Euros in revenue per annum 
— from fertiliser transportation alone. One should also 
consider oil products and fees for using the railway in-
frastructure that make up dozens of millions of Euros.

The document reads: ‘Is it profitable for Lithuani-
ans? It must be profitable for other parties, who are nei-
ther Lithuanian nor Belarusian. Multiple other enter-
prises may be affected according to the domino effect. 
But everything could have been totally different and 
primarily ordinary people could have benefitted from 
constructive co-operation of the two countries. A vivid 
example is in plain view. Once the project to build a Be-
larusian nuclear power plant was born, Minsk invited 
Vilnius to jointly operate the nuclear power plant right 
away considering high prices for electricity in the Bal-
tic States. But Lithuanians started demanding the shut-
down of the nuclear power plant instead. The nuclear 
power plant works in the end while Lithuania experi-
ences electricity shortages and Lithuanians suffer from 
high prices for electricity. In the past, lots of Belarusian 
tourists flocked to Vilnius airport which was jokingly 
described as Minsk’s third airport. Today the air car-
riers that fly around Belarus spend more time and fuel 
doing so. Meanwhile, only a short while ago, before the 
coronavirus pandemic, flights between Minsk and Riga 
were extremely popular. A short while ago, the Latvian 
air carrier airBaltic intended to restore the frequency 
of these flights to three times a week. Belavia intend-
ed to do the same. According to airBaltic CEO Martin 
Gauss, the Latvian air carrier will lose about 2m Euros 
per annum. Respectively, the Lithuanian state budget 
will receive less in taxes from such a large taxpayer. 
The Vilnius-based Acropolis and other shopping cen-
tres will receive less Belarusian money, too’.  

The address reads that Belarusian border guards 
had securely protected Lithuania from drugs traf-
ficking and migrants from Asia, Africa, and the Mid-
dle East. Now Lithuania complains that the number 
of migrants travelling to the European Union in tran-
sit via Belarus has skyrocketed.

The paper reads: ‘In the past, we took care of pro-
tecting Lithuania from migrants. It is unlikely we can 
afford to spend as much due to the sanctions. Anyway, 
co-operation with Belarus was very profitable for Lith-
uania and Latvia because it gave jobs to your families, 
replenished your state budgets, which pay salaries to 
medics and teachers, pensions to the elderly, and ben-
efits to children. Actually, money doesn’t buy happi-
ness. Having a good neighbour can bring happiness: a 
neighbour who can help at a time of need, a neighbour 
who treats neighbours as people instead of someone 
else’s buffer zone, a neighbour who is convinced that 
God-given neighbours can be talked to and negotiat-
ed with. Belarus respects the European integration of 
Latvia and Lithuania because to determine the strategic 
course of one’s own development is the sovereign right 
of independent states. For the same reason, our country 
believed and still believes that Belarus has the right to 
expect the same respect for its own way of development’.

The authors of the address call upon the peo-
ples of Lithuania and Latvia not to succumb to 
foreign influences and the influence of a bunch of 
fugitive politicians. 

The address concludes: ‘Everything is in your 
hands. We, Belarusians, would like to continue living 
in peace and accord with our countries and all nations. 
Come to Minsk, to any other Belarusian city to see the 
true life of the Belarusian people for yourselves. Don’t 
be afraid. It is beautiful, calm and safe here. It is not the 
country described by those who persist in their desire to 
set us at odds with each other. We call upon you, dear 
friends, to convey these thoughts to the political lead-
ership of your countries. Let us return the atmosphere 
of good neighbourhood and mutual understanding to 
our common European region and look at each other 
as good neighbours, friends, and partners. Let’s hear 
the voice of reason and genuine desires of our peoples!’

The Patriots of Belarus and Belaya Rus Republi-
can public associations, the public associations of the 
Belarusian Union of Women, the Belarusian Union of 
Journalists, the Union of Writers of Belarus, the Fed-
eration of Trade Unions of Belarus, the Roundtable of 
Democratic Forces think tank, the association of pub-
lic associations Belarusian Confederation of Creative 
Unions, the Liberal Democratic Party of Belarus, and 
the Republican Labour and Justice Party also joined 
the address to the peoples of Lithuania and Latvia.

Based on materials of belta.by
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Smorgonsilikatobeton is one of the largest manu-
facturers of a wide range of building materials in Be-
larus. The company’s products are in steady demand 
not only in the domestic construction market, but 
also in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic States, Poland and 
Germany. Entire residential quarters, village settle-
ments, administrative and cultural and entertain-
ment complexes in Warsaw, Moscow, St. Petersburg, 
Murmansk, Kaliningrad, Kiev, Lvov, Vilnius, Kaunas, 
Daugavpils, Riga and many other cities have been 
built from building materials manufactured at the 
enterprise.

Co-operation continues and expands
In H1 2021, BMZ increased product sales 1.4-fold

More than 1,000 people award-
ed prizes from the President’s 
Special Fund to Support Gifted 
Pupils and Students

Head of State Aleksandr Lukashenko 
signed a decree approving the decision 
of the Council of the Special Fund of the 
President of Belarus for the Social Sup-
port of Gifted Pupils and Students. In ac-
cordance with this decision, 1,013 people 
who have achieved high results in their 
studies and scientific activities are re-
warded with cash bonuses to the amount 
of more than $60,000 (in equivalent).

In particular, nine winners of in-
ternational scientific tournaments were 
awarded cash incentives with the pres-
entation of a breastplate of the laureate 
of the fund and 1,001 winners of Re-
publican subject Olympiads and com-
petitions were rewarded.

The order of the President of Bela-
rus is aimed at providing targeted state 
support for gifted students.

A memorial plaque in honour 
of the Belarusian philanthro-
pist and educator, Princess 
Maria Magdalena Radziwill, 
launched in Switzerland

The grand opening of the memorial 
plaque marking the 160th anniversary 
of Maria Magdalena Radziwill took 
place in the Swiss city of Fribourg.

The Belaru-
sian Embassy 

n o t e d ,  “ I n 
F r i b o u r g , 
M a r i a 
Magdalena 
Radz iwi l l 
s p e n t  t h e 

last years of 
her life, her 

grave was lo-
cated at the chapel 

until exhumation in 2017 for the pur-
pose of reburial in Belarus. The plaque 
by Belarusian sculptor Maksim Petrul 
was installed by the Maria Magdalena 
Radziwill Foundation (Switzerland), 
with the support of the Embassy of the 
Republic of Belarus in Switzerland, 
Honorary Consul of the Republic of 
Belarus in Lausanne Andrei Nazheskin, 
city administration and self-govern-
ment of the city of Fribourg.”

Self-isolation period shortens 
from 10 to 7 days in Belarus

The corresponding Resolution No. 
401 was adopted by the Council of Min-
isters and published on the National Legal 
Internet Portal pravo.by. A reduction in 
the period of self-isolation from the pre-
viously obligatory 10 to 7 days is provid-
ed for citizens of the Republic of Belarus, 
foreign citizens and stateless persons re-
lated to first-level contacts with persons 
with COVID-19 infection. When arriving 
from abroad, citizens will be required to 
be in quarantine for now only a week. In 

addition, the need to stay in self-isolation 
has been cancelled for those who have a 
certificate of the completed course of vac-
cination against COVID-19. By the way, 
the vaccination course must be completed 
at least one month and no more than 12 
months before the date of arrival in Bela-
rus. Also, there is no need to comply with 
quarantine for foreigners who come to us 
to get vaccinated against coronavirus. 

Historical Baggage interactive 
exhibition opened at the rail-
way station in Brest

The exposition is dedicated to the 
history of Brest and Brest Fortress, in-
cluding the feat of its defenders during 
the Great Patriotic War. The project is 
being implemented within the frame-
work of the Year of People’s Unity.

The stands are arranged in the form 
of an open suitcase with historical infor-
mation on the edges. The central place of 
the exposition is occupied by an interac-
tive display with a map of the area. Here 
you can also hear a video story and see 
a slideshow with infographic elements, 
which consists of photographs, including 
archival ones. You can choose the sec-
tions and objects of interest at will and get 

historical information about significant 
places, sights, museums, monuments and 
outstanding personalities of Brest.

Soon, a similar information plat-
form will appear in Minsk.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

By Olga Korneeva

The leading place among the 
enterprises of the metallurgical 
industry is occupied by the Be-
larusian Steel Works (BMZ), ac-
counting for about 70 percent in 
the production of relevant prod-
ucts. The main industries that 
consume the plant’s goods are 
directly metallurgical, as well as 
the construction, machine-build-
ing, oil and gas and the rubber 
industries. Anatoly Volkov, the 
First Deputy Director General 
of BMZ JSC, the Management 
Company of the Holding Com-
pany Belarusian Metallurgical 
Company (BMC), summed up 
the results of the interim work this 
year, “We worked successfully 
in the first half of the year. This 
was facilitated by the recovery of 
the metallurgical sector and con-
suming industries. We were able 
to increase the production of our 

goods, significantly increasing 
our revenue, while exports and 
the financial-economic situation 
of the plant have also stabilised. 
Moreover, we should also note 
the support that was provided to 
us at the end of last and the be-
ginning of this year. These factors 
had a positive effect on the work 
of the enterprise.”

Speaking about steel produc-
tion, Mr. Volkov named the fol-
lowing figures: in H1 2021, the 
enterprise produced 1,270,000 
tonnes. The plant has also shown a 
significant increase in the volume 
of production of goods with a high 
degree of processing. However, 
volumes of proceeds best of all re-
flect the situation in the industry; 

these have grown 1.4-fold com-
pared to the level of the previous 
year and stood at about $850m. 
Moreover, $676m of goods were 
exported, with a growth rate of 
more than 140 percent.

The export geography is tra-
ditionally extensive. In the first 
six months, these are 48 coun-
tries. More than half of the prod-
ucts are sold on the European 
market, 25 percent go to Russia, 
and 8.5 percent — go to Africa 
and the Middle East each.

Speaking about the impact 
of economic sanctions on col-
laboration with foreign com-
panies, Anatoly Volkov said, 
“More than half of the exports 

go to the European Union. This 
year, the dynamics are positive, 
despite the existing external 
threats. Interaction continues 
and expands. In the first half of 
the year, 12 external audits were 

carried out at the plant, confirm-
ing the certificate of conformity 
of production by companies and 
countries. Clients are interested 
in our products and work for the 
future, aiming to continue inter-
action with the enterprise.”

Vitaly Zalessky, the Director 
of the State Scientific Institution 
Physico-Technical Institute of 
the National Academy of Scienc-
es of Belarus, spoke about a joint 
project with BMZ to harmonise 
European standards, “This is a 
complex process that changes 
the technology and production 
of alloys. More than 600 tonnes 
of products have already been 
produced according to the new 
standards. Its consumers are 
BELAZ, Gomselmash and those 
who work for export. Different 
quality control and nomencla-
ture enable us to sell the mate-
rial itself for export. The major 
consumer is Germany. This ex-
perience was so successful that 
now we are preparing projects 
involving Belarus, Russia, Ka-
zakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. They 
are aimed at harmonising Euro-
pean standards, but within the 
framework of the EAEU.”

The Belarusian Cement 
Company Holding entered a 
new market for autoclaved 
ae r a t ed  conc re t e  (AAC) 
blocks. Branch No. 7 Smor-
gonsilikatobeton, of Kras-
noselskstroymaterialy JSC, 
began shipping gas silicate 
blocks to Romania.

In total, over 5,500 cubic 
metres of blocks were deliv-
ered to the Romanian market 

in April-June.
According to the holding, 

in the first half of the year, 
Branch No. 7 sold to consum-
ers more than 115,000 cubic 
metres of AAC blocks, of 
them over 50,000 cubic metres 
of products were sold abroad. 
Some 4.5 million pieces of 
silicate bricks were supplied 
abroad, which is more than 43 
percent of the total volume of 

its production. Now, almost all 
products are manufactured for 
export, the company noted. For 
example, in June, foreign or-
ders accounted for 80 percent 
of the total production volume.

The net profit for Branch 
No. 7 Smorgonsilikatobeton 
for January-June 2021 totalled 
about $110,000 (in equiva-
lent), and the return on sales 
stood at 7 percent.

New sales markets

On the eve of Metallur-
gists’ Day, experts dis-
cussed the development 
of the country’s metallur-
gical industry, describing 
its scientific achievements 
and the future of the  
Belarusian metallurgy

Smorgonsilikatobeton has begun 
deliveries of products to Romania
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He accused the US authorities and, in 
particular, the Florida state authorities of 
providing funds to the Proactivo Miami 
Foundation Inc., which participated in 
destabilising the situation in Cuba. Ac-
cording to the Minister, ‘added to this are 
the millions of US Dollars that the White 
House allocates each year, publicly or 
secretly, to promote subversion, create 
instability and disrupt public harmony 
and the peace of the citizens’.

The Head of the Cuban Foreign Min-
istry noted that this time the main actors 
were technology, because manipulations, 
incitement to violence, public unrest 
and even murder began through social 
networks. The hashtag #SOSCuba — 
launched on Twitter in support of the pro-
tests in Cuba — has been artificially trans-
formed into a global trend. For this, bots 
were used that sent millions of messages 
in a short time. As an example, the head of 
Cuban diplomacy cited a situation where 

one account from Spain posted more than 
a thousand tweets about protests at a rate 
of five messages per second.

At the same time, Bruno Rodríguez 
Parrilla noted that Twitter did not take 
any action and did not close accounts that 
spread spam, despite the warnings about 
violations.

Cuba’s Foreign Minister also said 
that Washington used the COVID-19 
pandemic as an opportunity to intensify a 
politically motivated economic blockade 
on the island ‘in a deliberate and brutal 
attempt to strangle the country and pro-
voke social outbreaks’.

According to him, if the United States 
were sincerely worried about Cuba, the 
American President would have can-
celled economic measures, which, in 
particular, are related to countering the 
pandemic, e.g., the United States could 
lift the ban on Cuba’s purchase of ven-
tilators.

Measured by the number of fatali-
ties, the floods in Germany constitute 
the worst flooding catastrophe since the 
storm flood along the North Sea coast 
in 1962. At least 190 people have died 
so far. Thousands of people remain un-
accounted for. Austria, the Netherlands, 
France and Switzerland have also been 
hit by flooding. The storms destroyed 
roads and bridges and reduced houses 
to rubble and mud.

In North Rhine-Westphalia, Gover-
nor Armin Laschet said the floods had 
‘literally pulled the ground from be-
neath many people’s feet. They lost their 
houses, farms or businesses’. In Rhine-
land-Palatinate, where at least 60 people 
died, entire villages were destroyed.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
visited the flood-ravaged areas in the 
country and said, “It is a surreal and 
ghostly situation, I would almost say 

that the German language is struggling 
to find the words to describe the devas-
tation that has been caused.” She prom-
ised that ‘the federal government and 
the regions will act together to gradual-
ly restore order’ in the devastated areas.

Angela Merkel's visit came after 
Germany's President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier went to the area last Sat-
urday and made clear that it will need 
long-term support, “A lot of people 

have lost everything they spent their 
lives building up — their possessions, 
their home, the roof over their heads. 
It may only be possible to clear up in 
weeks how much damage needs to be 
compensated.”

In turn, European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen visit-
ed Belgium's most affected regions and 
assured the residents of the European 
Union's support.

Deadly floods in Europe
Scores of people in Belgium and Germany didn't survive the massive flooding  
that devastated parts of Western Europe

Clashes in Kiev

Several hundred retired Ukrainian 
police officers attempted to storm the 
Parliament (Verkhovna Rada) building 
demanding an increase in their pensions.

The demonstration took place a day 
after the unexpected resignation of the 
long-serving Interior Minister, Arsen 
Avakov, who had run the police force 
since 2014 and offered no public expla-
nation for his decision to quit.

The former police broke through out-
er barriers and came close to the Parlia-
ment, which was in session, before being 
pushed back by serving police. Police in 
Kiev used tear gas in an attempt to dis-
perse hundreds of retired law enforcement 
officers as they tried to storm the Parlia-
ment. The demonstrators retreated from 

the Parliament but blocked streets around 
the nearby government building. The re-
tired officers warned they would continue 
to protest in front of the Parliament until 
their demands for better pensions are met.

Moreover, in Ukraine’s Kirovograd 
Region, workers at the Smolinskaya, 
Novokonstantinovskaya and Ingulskaya 
mines blocked the highway in protest over 
wage arrears. This was announced by the 
Chairperson of the Independent Trade 
Union of Miners of Ukraine, Mykhailo 
Volynets, on his Facebook page.

The miners refused to go under-
ground, demanding managers ensure 
the stable operation of the enterprise and 
pay wage arrears to the amount of 80m 
Hryvnia (about $3m).

Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

Social media is  
a tool for protests

The protests and unrest in Cuba are the result of a large-scale me-
dia operation funded by the US government since mid-June — as 
stated by the Cuban Foreign Minister, Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla

In the centre of Kiev, where the All-Ukrainian mass 
protest action by retired security officials was taking place,  
the demonstrators clashed with the police
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On the initiative of 
Rector Vladimir Piche-
ta in 1925, the library 
acquired 10 books by 
Francysk Skaryna. To-
day, the scientific hall 
in the main building 
of the Belarusian State 
University houses a 
collection of facsimile 
editions by the Belar-
usian pioneer printer.

In January 1922, 
the first reading 
room was opened 
in the library of the 
Belarusian State 
University: working 
every day, even 
on weekends and 
holidays, because 
books were not 
handed out at all at 
that time.

The 100th anniversary 
of the BSU Fundamental 
Library is a date no less 
significant than the anni-
versary of the university 
itself. What kind of educa-
tion can there be without 
books? Director Vladimir 
Kulazhenko notes with 
pleasure that about 2 mil-
lion volumes are stored in 
the ‘paper’ archive alone. 
There is also a digital 
storage facility, which is 
ranked among the three 
best university storages 
in the world. “However, 
this story began at a time 
of real hunger for books,” 
our interlocutor starts the 
story, where the events of 
a century ago come to life 
day after day.

By Nadezhda Dekola

Catalogue from A to Z
An interesting fact: as early 

as in 1919, a ‘temporary scientific 
librarian’ — the well-known rev-
olutionary, Yevgenia Gurvich — 
worked on the commission for the 
establishment of the Belarusian 
State University. She headed the 
establishment of the book archive.

“First of all, books were col-
lected in Minsk and the environs: 
from closed educational institu-
tions, mainly spiritual sites, 
and estates abandoned 
during the Sovi-
et-Polish war,” says 
Mr. Kulazhenko 
who personally 
researched the ar-
chival documents. 
“So for a couple of 
years, about 40,000 
volumes have accumu-
lated in the storage of the 
People’s Commissariat 
of Education. It seems 
like crumbs today but, in the 
conditions of post-revolutionary 
and post-war devastation, it was 
viewed as real wealth. The next 
step was its systematisation and 
alphabetical arrangement...”

On May 23rd, 1921, the 
staffing table of the library was 
approved. This date is consid-
ered its birthday. Mr. Kulazhenko 
smiles, adding that nowadays the 
team is many times larger, but at 
that time it consisted of only 13 
people, including agents for the 
purchase of literature. It is diffi-
cult even to imagine in the kind 
of rush they worked in. After all, 
less than six months remained be-
fore the opening of the university.

Several rooms for the library 
were allocated in House No. 1 
of the Belarusian State Univer-
sity, which housed the board of 
the university and the Workers’ 
Faculty. Periodic personalised 
customer service began here in 
June. At the same time, work 
continued on the analysis and 
description of the books.

“There wasn’t enough staff 
and equipment. Even students 
were inspired to help — irregu-
lar classes were already held at 
the Workers’ Faculty,” Mr. Ku-
lazhenko is well aware of all the 
difficulties that his colleagues 
from the past faced.

However, the main concerns 
fell on the shoulders of Yevgenia 
Gurvich, who already headed the 
library. One of her first business 
trips in her new position was to 

Moscow to study the experience 
of the libraries of leading 

Russian universities. 
Ours should have been 
just as good!

There was money  
for books

To g e t h e r  w i t h 
Vladimir Kulazhen-

ko, we are heading to the 
hall of special collections, 
which houses the most rare 

and valuable publications from 
the current collection. But the 
director walks past volumes of 
the 16th-19th centuries which 
were mostly found in the library 
after the Great Patriotic War. 
He draws my attention to the 
first issue of the Writings of the 
BSU (1922): under a nondescript 
green cover, detailed information 
about the creation of the univer-
sity and the first months of its life 

is collected: meetings, reports, 
the work of the scientific society, 
public lectures organised in fa-
vour of the hungry... The report 
on library condition is presented 
on page 211. By that time, it had 
already about 70,000 volumes.

“The composition of the 
book collections, with the ex-
ception of one significant and 
well-chosen library for chemis-
try, was completely random and 
couldn’t satisfy even the urgent 

needs of academic teaching. It 
took significant additional ac-
quisition through purchases... In 
this vein, the university board did 
everything possible in the face of 
a genuine hunger for books.”

“Whole book collections 
of famous scientists and public 
figures were acquired, includ-
ing those of Yevfimy Karsky, 
Nikolai Yanchuk, Yazep Dylo... 
Many volumes came from New 

York from the econo-
mist Isaac Gurvich — 
Yevgenia Adolfovna’s 
brother,” notes Mr. Ku-
lazhenko. “We are talking 
about thousands of copies. 
There were also unique ones 
e.g. the collection of the his-
torian Aleksei Sapunov men-
tioned the first edition of the 
Statute of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania in 1588.”

“But this is a lot of money,” 

I comment, remembering that, 
in the first year, the university 
didn’t even have enough funds 
to buy furniture in the classroom 
and pay salaries for teachers.

“The government of the 
Republic has always allocated 
money for books. Moreover, the 
first Rector of BSU, Vladimir 
Picheta, who played a great part 
in the formation of the library, 
bought them for the university 

often at his own expense. At the 
same time, there was already 
an agreement with the Russian 
Book Chamber and the RSFSR 
People’s Commissariat for Edu-
cation on the provision of copies 
of all publications published in 
Russia.”

With a new status
May 1922 saw a significant 

event in the life of the library, as 
it moved to a separate building, 
the so-called ‘Jubilee House’ on 
Zakharyevskaya Street (now 26 
Nezavisimosti Avenue), mark-
ing a new page in its history: 
already under the leadership 

of Iosif Simanovsky, a 
legendary person for 

the librarianship 
of Belarus.

“It’s at his 
suggestion that 
the idea of op-
erating the state 

l ibrary on the 
basis of the uni-
versity library will 
be implemented,” 
explains Mr. Ku-

lazhenko. “What does it mean? 
At that time, there were simply 
no resources to create two large 
book depositories. Therefore, 
they found this solution. In fact, 
it was about preserving the old 
functions and acquiring new 
ones: of the central book de-
pository and the centre of the 
library network. This is a com-
pletely different status!”

It’s interesting that it’s from 
September 15th, 1922, when 
the Belarusian State and Uni-
versity Library (from which 
the National Library has been 
counting its history) was ap-
proved by the resolution of the 
Council of People’s Commis-
sars of the BSSR. Although the 
National Library was separated 

from the structure of the BSU 
only in 1926: together with the 
building, personnel and most of 
the book archive. The universi-
ty soon set about creating a new 
book depository.

This was the time when 
the history of BSU was just 
beginning. The university still 
has many important events and 
achievements ahead. We re-
member and we are proud!

BSU Fundamental Library: Director Vladimir Kulazhenko

Yevgenia 
Gurvich

Iosif 
Simanovsky

BSU Fundamental Library is the first university, 
the first scientific and the first state library

Events from 
a century ago
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‘Jubilee House’ in the 1940s

Library employee K. M. Petrosina with readers in the 1930s
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Saving holy images 
from oblivion

By Olga Kosyakova

Wounds on the icons
Temple, personal, wedding, 

family and birth-related icons 
based on wood, paper, metal or 
canvas are common in the res-
toration workshop. Holy images 
are everywhere here and each has 
a difficult history. Some have ex-
perienced a fire, others suffered 
from changes in humidity and 
temperature when being stored in 
attics or basements. Icons might 
get mouldy or covered with 
scratches, they are often dirty and 
cracked — eaten by bugs, dam-
aged by natural disasters and hu-
man oblivion. 

“There might be different 
destructive factors,” explains re-
storer Irina Los who is working 
on a dozen of them at the same 
time. “We sometimes need to re-
inforce the board or bugs could 
eat everything into dust. Our ten 
years of restoration experience 
helps cope with such volumes.”

The restoration workshop 
of the Saint Elisabeth Convent 
was opened in 2009 and, over 
the years, its restorers — in-
cluding professional artists and 
art historians — have brought 
hundreds of icons back to life. 

An icon is not simply a deeply 
symbolic image in which every 
detail is endowed with spiritual 
meaning. It’s a living organism 
and — like a person — it needs a 
special approach. “Icons are truly 
alive,” Irina believes. “Through 
it there is a connection with God. 
Sometimes it is difficult to work 
on an icon. It would seem that sim-
ple actions that you know by heart 

and can do with your eyes closed 
are needed but the work does not 
go well. You might clean it but no 
result is seen, or the paint is peeled 
off. We feel well when such an ob-
ject is brought by believers who 
live a spiritual life. In such cases, 
the work almost does itself.”

Layer by layer
At present, Irina is working 

on ‘The Intercession of the Most 
Holy Theotokos’, ‘Vladimir-
skaya’, ‘Joy of All Who Sor-
row’ icons and the one devoted 
to the Saviour from the Slutsk 
Monastery. The ‘Annunciation’ 
temple icon has been sent from 
Syktyvkar. In the workshop, the 
19th century iconostasis — from 
the church in the village of Do-
bromysl — is also on the list of 
the articles which need restora-
tion. The artists have complete-
ly restored the canvases, also 
strengthening the paints. 

The revival of ancient icons 
is like jewellery work — when 
they are cleaned off millimetre 
by millimetre under a micro-
scope. On the way to renewal, 
the image undergoes repair of 
the base, strengthening of the 
paint layer, levelling of the sur-
face coating, the painting is re-
vealed and any missing parts of 
the painting restored. The work 
is completed by applying a pro-
tective layer of varnish and put-
ting the icon in a case or frame. 
Sometimes the restoration pro-
cess lasts for six months or even 
a year; it’s a period of hard work. 

A restorer’s art kit includes 
paints, solvents, adhesives and 
a whole range of reagents — in 

addition to special literature, 
knowledge and prayer. In the 
corner of the workshop, a small 
lamp is glowing — symbolising 
the unquenchable fire of God, 
continuously burning in man. So, 
with a flame in the heart, layer by 
layer, artists pull sacred images 
out from under the rubble of time. 

Irina keeps the Bogolyub-
skaya Icon of the Mother of God, 
one of the oldest canvases, on her 
table. It was restored according 
to the contour and traces of the 
original inscriptions. Everything 
else was erased by time. 

The workshop, soaked in sol-
vents, once bloomed with a fra-
grant aroma. “A miraculous icon 
was brought from the church. It 
smelled like the most fragrant 
incense,” the master recollects. 

Fragrance, bleeding, enlight-
enment, myrrh-streaming... All 
these wonderful events that occur 
with icons once again confirm 
that the sacred images are liv-
ing creations. “Once a customer 
brought a wedding couple from 
his home. These are icons of the 
Mother of God and the Saviour 
which bless the newlyweds. The 
case was damaged and Natalia, 
our restorer, found samples and 
painted the clothes. We framed 
the icons and gave them to our 
customers. After some time, we 
received the information that 
the icons had begun to drip with 
myrrh. I think the customers were 
pious people,” Yelena notes.

The power of prayer
Family  he i r looms are 

brought to the workshop, which, 
together with their owners, have 

gone through war and persecu-
tion, and have been passed down 
from one generation to another. 

One day, the restorers got 
an icon painted over with black 
paint. This was done in the days 
of iconoclasm to save the shrine. 
The customer didn’t know what 
was depicted on the icon. Even 
the artists had no hope that the 
image was preserved. 

“After clearing it, we discov-
ered the image of a fine painting 
and the wondrous beauty of ‘Joy 
of All Who Sorrow’,” says Nata-
lia Zenkevich who heads the res-
toration workshop. 

In turn, Dmitry Yanushkevich, 
from Minsk, has shared another 
miracle related to the ‘Saviour of 
the World’ icon which was kept at 
home. The icon — which is cur-
rently under restoration — was 
saved by Dmitry’s mother: the 
ninth-grader saved the icon from 
a burning house. 

It was a snowy winter. There 
was a strong frost and a fierce 
blizzard. The family gathered in 
the kitchen, each doing his own 
thing. Dmitry’s mother, who was 
then 15 years old, sat down to do 
her homework. Their parents were 
nearby when a glow outside the 
window was noticed. “My moth-
er told me that they didn’t under-
stand what was going on right 
away,” the man shared his story. 
A moment later, the house was en-
gulfed in flames. There was some 
lint in the attic. It was cold, the 
stove was burning hot. Probably, 
a spark got into the attic from the 
chimney. The parents of Dmitry’s 
mother were throwing their be-
longings away, while the girl — in 

fear — shut herself up in one of the 
upper rooms, hiding from the fire. 

A gale-force wind blew the 
fire away, sweeping rooms like 
lightning. Recovering from the 
shock, the girl rushed to the kitch-
en and grabbed the icon from the 
wall. With blood streaming from 
her nose, she ran outside and gave 
the ‘Saviour of the World’ icon to 
her mother. Her father was trying 
to extinguish the fire. There was 
a haystack between the burning 
house and the barn. The flames 
threatened the animals. Help 
could not break through the cur-
tain of the blizzard. 

“My mother told me that my 
grandmother was standing near 
the haystack with the icon close 
to her chest and was praying. The 
fire did not spread further. The 
house, which stood in the middle 
of a field, burned down. However, 
God saved the farm, and no fam-
ily member was injured. Interest-
ingly, two days before the fire, all 
eight of the grandmother’s chil-
dren had gathered in the house. 
They usually came separately but, 
that time, it seemed the Saviour 
had gathered them together to say 
goodbye to their home.”

According to the restorers, the 
icon of Dmitry’s mother is made 
using the technique of lithogra-
phy and dates back to 1905. 

An icon is more than a work 
of art or a piece of home decora-
tion. The holy image is not lim-
ited to the frame or case. It fills 
the entire house, stays close to 
a person — even if they are far 
from the home altar. Icons require 
nothing. They are simply waiting 
for a prayer and attention.
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Yulia Vishtseva dreamed of working in a restoration workshop

Natalia Zenkova: ‘Wonderful images open up to us’

Icons are more than holy pictures 
for believers. These are living 
images that comfort, instruct, 
heal and help. However, they 
also sometimes need help. 
Each icon, like a person, has 
its own destiny — which is not 
always simple. Restorers can 
read and even change it. Our MT 
reporter has visited a restoration 
workshop at the Saint 
Elisabeth Convent in Minsk 
to learn the secrets of icon 
restoration.
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Long-awaited start
The Olympic Games will start in Tokyo tomorrow. They were supposed to take place last 
year, but due to the coronavirus, the organisers decided to postpone the four-yearly 
event. Sadly, the pandemic has not come to naught, and therefore the Games will be  
unusual in many ways. What should we expect from them and who should we support?
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 Belarusian handball players 
capture bronze in Division 2 of the 
Youth World Cup held in Skopje

In the fight for the third place, Valery 
In the match for third place, Valery Pe-
vnitsky’s trainees defeated the Faroe Is-
lands by a margin of two goals — 27:25 
(13:10). Darya Vakulich, who scored 7 
goals, was our best player. At the pre-
liminary stage of the tournament, Bela-
rusian handball players took first place 
in the preliminary Group A, defeating 
their rivals from Poland — 27:26, Ice-
land — 23:22 and Finland — 32:17. In 
the semi-finals, our girls made just one 
mistake and lost to the team from the 
Netherlands — 22:25. In the finals, the 

Dutch beat the Polish national team — 
26:22 — and won the right to play next 
season in the elite division of the youth 
continental championship. 

The symbolic team of the tourna-
ment in the capital of Northern Mac-
edonia included one of the leaders of 
the Belarusian national team, Anastasia 
Sivukha.

The gold at the European Youth 
Championship — held in Celje, Slove-
nia — went to the Hungarian handball 
players who defeated the Russian team 
in the decisive match — 31:22. In the 
fight for bronze, the French team beat 
the Swedish players — 30:29. The elite 
division was left by the handball play-
ers from Portugal and Slovenia.

 Belarusian track and field ath-
letes win five medals at the Junior 
World Cup in Estonia

In the pole vault, Matvey Volkov 
captured silver, showing a result of 5m 
44cm in his best attempt. 

Belarusian Vladislav Puchko threw 
the discus 61m 06cm — winning bronze 

i n  t he  men’s 
event. In turn, 
Ilya Misovsky 
won silver in the 
shotput, while 
Alina Nikitenko 
took bronze in 
the discus. Ham-
mer thrower Ma-

riola Bukel also won a bronze.

 Unite rather than divide
The Head of the International 

Olympic Committee, Thomas Bach, 
warned athletes against any political 
protests during the awards ceremo-
nies at the upcoming Games in Tokyo. 
“The podium and the medal ceremony 
were not created for political demon-
strations but to honour athletes and 
those who have won medals for their 
sporting achievements and not for their 
personal views,” he said, stressing that 
the Olympics should unite peoples and 
countries rather than divide them.

During the Tokyo Games, the 
soundtrack from the previous Olympics 

will be used. Mr. Bach said that mod-
ern technology — an immersive sound 
system based on the sound support of 
athletes from previous Games — will 
be used, and each sport will have its 
own unique intersound. This way ath-
letes will feel that they are surrounded 
by spectators and fans. 

According to Mr. Bach, anti-COVID 
measures taken by the organisers of the 
Tokyo Olympics make the competition 
the strictest sports event not only in Ja-
pan but worldwide. 

As the organisers have announced, 
the upcoming Olympic Games will be 
covered by about 16,000 foreign jour-
nalists from 200 countries.
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Tokyo one week ahead of the opening of the Olympic Games

South Korea team 
members arrive 

By Tatiana Pastushenko

Measures to be taken  
as the occasion requires

The opening Olympic cer-
emony at the National Stadium 
in Tokyo will not quite be tra-
ditional. Firstly, no fans will be 
present. Despite the fact that the 
organising committee planned 
to allow about 10,000 Japanese 
fans into the stands (foreign fans 
will be banned from entering the 
stadiums at all competitions), 
just a week before the ceremony, 
the decision was changed: less 
than a thousand people will be 
able to see it live. But that’s not 
all. The organising committee 
hesitated in making a decision on 
another issue — concerning the 
parade of athletes. At first, the 
traditional walkout of the dele-
gations was cancelled — due to 
the difficult epidemiological sit-
uation. “The goal of every ath-
lete is to take part in the Olym-
pic Games, and nothing should 
prevent them from participating 
in such a long-awaited event in 
Tokyo,” the organising commit-
tee said. However, the next day, 
other news came from Japan: it 
was decided not to cancel the pa-
rade but it will definitely not be 
as representative as usual.

Konstantin Ernst, the Gen-
eral Director of the Russian 
First TV Channel, who led the 
preparation and holding of the 
opening and closing ceremo-
nies of the Winter Olympics 
in Sochi, had no doubt that the 
opening of the Games in Tokyo 
would be outstanding, “Olympic 
ceremonies, especially the open-
ing ceremony, are an important 
component of the image of the 
modern Olympics. Firstly, it is 
a showcase for the host country, 
it’s the same sports competi-
tion with all the previous cere-

monies. They are not awarded 
Olympic medals but this is an 
important part of the national 
ego of the country. As for the au-
dience, a ceremony without their 
presence, of course, loses half 
its energy. Meanwhile, the main 
‘recipients’ of the Olympic cer-
emony are hundreds of millions 

of TV viewers. It is the biggest 
TV show in the world. Japan is 
a country of great culture and 
outstanding technologies, so the 
opening of the Games in Tokyo 
is definitely not to be missed.”

Everything  
is under control

The pandemic forced the 
Games’ organisers to develop 
measures that will prevent the 
spread of coronavirus and pre-
serve the health of the partici-
pants of the multi-sports forum. 

Before their flight to Japan, 
athletes must pass two PCR 
tests for coronavirus and load 
special applications on their 
phones to keep the data on 
their health status. Athletes will 
not be able to fly to Tokyo for 

the entire Olympics: they can 
check into the Olympic village 
five days before the start of their 
performance and must check 
out no later than two days after 
it ends. 

Strict quarantine measures 
have also been introduced in the 
Olympic village. Athletes must 

follow the mask regime and 
take tests daily. They will also 
be prohibited from communi-
cating with fans. For violation 
of the rules, sportsmen will be 
fined or even disqualified. 

The organisers also took 
a serious approach to the ath-
letes’ life. Every day, 45,000 
meals will be served daily at the 
Olympic village canteen and, 
to minimise contact, athletes 
can find out when there will be 
the least people there, via their 
phone app. In addition, seats in 
the eating area will be separat-
ed by plastic partitions. Similar 
measures will be applied in the 
gym; among other things, it 
was even planned to introduce 
a mask rule there during train-
ing sessions.

Aim to succeed
Despite all the difficulties 

that our athletes will face in To-
kyo, they aim to perform suc-
cessfully. Cyclist Tatiana Sharak-
ova, for example, said on the eve 
of the Olympics: even if serious 
security measures are introduced 
in Japan, they will not have to be 

tolerat-
ed for long. 
Moreover, the 
five years spent on preparation 
are certainly worth it. 

Our team was to be repre-
sented at the Games in Tokyo 
by 109 athletes, in 20 sports. 
Alas, it recently became known 
that Vladimir Samsonov, for 
whom the current Olympics 
would have been the seventh 
in his career, will not perform. 
The master of the small rack-
et was unable to recover from 
his injury and decided to fully 
complete his performances. 

A week before the start of the 
Games, Victoria Azarenko also 
declined to participate; in Lon-
don, she won bronze in singles 
and gold in pairs with Maksim 
Mirny. “I’ve made a very difficult 
decision for me not to take part in 
the Olympic Games in Tokyo. I 
have many wonderful memories 
when I won gold at the Olym-
pic tournament and represented 
Belarus at the previous Games, 
but despite all the difficulties we 
face due to the pandemic, I know 
deep down that this is the right 
decision for me and my team. I 
am looking forward to the 2024 
Olympics in Paris to represent 
Belarus. I wish all athletes safe, 
healthy and successful Games!” 
the tennis player — who planned 
to perform in Tokyo in singles 
and doubles with Arina Sobolen-

ko — wrote.
This is, of course, a 
big loss for our team. 

However, among 
the athletes who 
have already ar-
rived in Tokyo 
or are about to 
fly there, there 
are many who 

have previously 
fought for Olym-

pic medals and won 
them. These are our row-

ers Marina Litvinchuk, Olga 
Khudenko, Margarita Makhne-
va and Nadezhda Popok, tram-
polinist Vladislav Goncharov, 
hammer thrower Ivan Tikhon 
who was elected captain of the 
Belarusian team and weightlift-
er Darya Naumova… We wish 
every success to them and all 
those who are making their de-
but at the main competition of the 
four year period. The Games are 
about to start and this means 17 
days — full of top level sports 
battles — are coming.

Matvey Volkov
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On July 22nd, 1936, 
Valentina Gaevaya was 
born — a choreographer 
and People’s Artiste of 
Belarus. Since 1974, she 
has been artistic director 
and chief choreographer 
of the Khoroshki 

Belarusian folklore choreographic ensemble. 
On the basis of folklore material, she 
creates original performances of Belarusian 
folk dances, vocal and choreographic 
compositions, choreographic miniatures. She 
is also laureate of the State Prize of Belarus.

On July 23rd, 
1981, the Maksim 
Bogdanovich 
Literary Museum 
was founded in 
Minsk, located in 
the building of the 
Troitsky Suburbs 
— a monument of urban architecture of the 
19th century. The exposition synthesises the 
life of Bogdanovich and his spiritual world. 
The collections of the museum include five 
copies of Bogdanovich’s only lifetime collection 
of poems — Wreath, books of the poet’s 
reading circle, books by Belarusian poets 
and prose writers, translations, dedication, 
manuscripts, including Bogdanovich’s hand-
written collection Zelenya. The museum has 
2 branches — Belorusskaya Khatka in Minsk 
and Folvark Rakutevshchina in the village of 
Rakutevshchina, Molodechno District.

On July 23rd, 1996, 
the unique to Belarus 
pharmacy-museum 
was opened in Grodno, 
reflecting the history 
of the formation of the 
pharmaceutical business. 

It is located in the building of the oldest 
pharmacy in the country, built by the Jesuits 
in 1709. The old pharmacy operated from its 
inception until the middle of the 20th century. 
After its revival in 1996, a pharmacy and a 
museum function together in the old halls.

July 25th is Fire Service 
Day in the Republic of 
Belarus. The basis for 
choosing the date of the 
holiday was an historical 
event: on July 25th, 
1853, the Minsk provincial 
government and the 
Minsk City Duma, having 
considered the issue ‘On the Establishment 
of a Fire Station in Minsk’, approved the 
cost estimate for the maintenance of a fire 
station consisting of 51 people. It is from this 
moment that the history of the professional 
fire service of Belarus begins.

July 25th is Trade 
Workers Day in the 
Republic of Belarus. 
Trade has been and 
remains one of the most 
important sectors of 

the economy and today is developing more 
dynamically and rapidly than ever before. 
More than 620,000 trade workers celebrate 
their professional holiday in the country.

July 26th is Esperanto 
Day — the world’s first 
artificial language. This sign 
system was created by the 
ophthalmologist Ludwig 
Zamenhof (1859-1917). 
He was born in Bialystok 
(in the 19th century, the 
territory of the Russian 
Empire). Zamenhof’s neighbours were 
Russians, Belarusians, Poles, Jews, Germans 
and Lithuanians. Communication with people 
of different nationalities pushed the young 
man to create a language that could be 
understood by any person on the planet. The 
Ethnology website now estimates the number 
of Esperanto speakers at 2 million.

On July 
28th, 1961, 
Aleksandr 
Kurlovich was 
born —  
a Belarusian 
athlete 
(weightlifting), 
Honoured Master of Sports of the USSR, 
Honoured Worker of Physical Culture and 
Sports of Belarus. He is also a champion of 
the 24th (1988) and 25th (1992) Olympic 
Games. Moreover, he is a world champion 

(1987, 1989, 1991, 1994), a European 
champion (1989-1990) and a 12-time world 
record holder. He died in 2018.

July 28th is Day 
of the Baptism of 
Rus. The holiday 
was established in 
honour of one of the 
main milestones in 
the history of Rus 
— the proclamation 
of Christianity as a state religion in 988. The 
day of remembrance of the Equal-to-the-
Apostles, Grand Duke Vladimir — the Baptist 
of Russia — was chosen as the date for the 
holiday. Vladimir contributed to the spread 
of Christianity in Russia, built new cities and 
erected churches in them. However, the 
baptism of Rus as a whole dragged on for 
several centuries.

July 29th is Global Tiger Day, established at 
the International Forum on Tiger Conservation 
on Earth (2010). Representatives of 13 
countries — where these animals still live — 
have developed and adopted a programme to 
double the number of 
tigers in 2010-2022. 
The tiger is listed in 
the International Red 
Book. Tiger hunting is 
prohibited all over the 
world but poaching 
has not yet been 
eradicated.
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