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Stability and calm are most vital
The world is changing, with global integration processes replaced by primacy 
of national interests, notes President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
during session tackling acute issues of country’s development

Greatest happiness 
in serving true art
Ceramist Tamara Kirshchina’s artistry on show at exhibition 
dedicated to her memory, at Minsk’s Palace of Arts
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At exhibition dedicated to ceramic artist Tamara Kirshchina’s creativity



FOCUS2
By Vladimir Khromov

President of Belarus, Alexander 
Lukashenko, presents state 
awards to women with many 
children and honoured figures 
of various spheres, as well as 
general shoulder boards to 
high-ranking officers

The Head of State remarked that 
the event symbolically united two 
popular holidays: the Day of Father-
land Defenders and the Armed Forc-
es, and Women’s Day. “This meeting 
is attended by army officers and those 
whom they protect — our wonderful 
women, representatives of the most 
peaceful and creative professions on 
Earth,” noted the President.

Mr. Lukashenko stressed that, 
although men and women play 
different roles within families and 
society, true harmony comes only 
through joint effort.

The role of women in Belarus
The President stressed that the po-

sition and role of women in society is 
vital to the notion of a civilised state. 
“Belarus is among the world leaders 
in this regard. Belarusian women take 
an active part in all areas of life, in-
cluding professional and social activi-
ties,” asserted Mr. Lukashenko.

The role of women in the system 
of state administration, and the politi-

cal life of the country, is increasing. 
Representatives of various profes-
sions have been awarded Francysk 
Skaryna orders and medals, as well as 
‘For Labour Merits’ medals, and hon-
orary titles of the Republic of Belarus.

Belarus should house at  
least 20 million citizens

Mr. Lukashenko expressed his 
exceptional gratitude and profound 
respect to women with many chil-
dren. The Head of State underlined 
that mothers are responsible for rais-
ing children. “You’re amazing; you 

fulfil your main mission. The main 
priority of my policy is as follows: 
Belarus’ population should reach at 
least 20 million. Then, we’ll have a 
truly strong state,” he said.

The President thanked Belarusian 
women for their work, for their active 
civil position, and for the major con-
tribution made to the development of 
the state, setting an example of cordi-
ality and compassion, understanding 
and tenderness, energy and fortitude.

Mr. Lukashenko presented Or-
ders of Mother to 21 women for rais-
ing five or more children.

General is a special rank
The President stressed that gen-

eral shoulder boards are presented 
to those holding the defence of our 
Fatherland in their strong hands. 
The President emphasised his pride 
in the Belarusian army and noted 
the huge responsibility of the mili-
tary, across all ranks, for the lives 
of compatriots, and for peace and 
accord in our shared Belarusian 
home.

“There are not many generals 
in Belarus, and I’m not planning 
to increase the number of generals, 

because I don’t want to diminish 
the status of this rank. A general is a 
special rank,” underlined the Bela-
rusian leader.

“Perhaps, the most honourable 
thing is to receive general shoulder 
boards in the presence of our wom-
en,” added Mr. Lukashenko. “If not 
for women then for whom do we do 
all this?”

Sovereign Belarus — 
the greatest historical  
achievement

“Many generations of Belaru-
sians dreamed of being masters of 
their land and determining their own 
future. We’ve managed to fulfil this 
dream, but we must preserve these 
accomplishments for our descend-
ants,” underlined Mr. Lukashenko.

He thanked all the participants 
of the meeting and remarked that 
their many years of hard work, com-
mitment and talent have created pil-
lars of wellbeing for the Belarusian 
state: pillars of stability, social ac-
cord, and high defence capacity.

Alongside the ceremony pre-
senting state awards and general 
shoulder boards, the meeting saw 
two more pleasant surprises: guests 
took a tour of the Palace of Inde-
pendence beforehand, and there 
was a solemn reception hosted by 
the Head of State.

The role of women, motherhood 
and the protection of the Fatherland

By Alexander Pimenov

The Head of State toured the 
exhibition of creative works by 
nominees for the state prize of the 
Republic of Belarus, looking at ac-
complishments in literature, art, and 
architecture, for 2016.

Mr. Lukashenko underlined the 
importance of choosing the best 
works in an objective and honest 
manner. He made a similar remark as 
he visited the Republican Scientific 
and Practical Centre for Organ and 
Tissue Transplantation. Before sign-
ing the relevant presidential decree 
Mr. Lukashenko decided to see the 
nominated works, and chatted with 
representatives of the culture and arts 
community, in a friendly manner.

Some improvisation could not 
be avoided and, at the request of 

the Head of State, Honoured Art-
ist of Belarus Alexander Kremko 
played several national tunes on the 
cembalo. Writer Mikhail Pozdnya-
kov presented his books for children, 
showing Alexander Lukashenko his 
poetry, fairy-tales, and rhyming puz-
zles.

The conversation about how 
important it is to popularise national 
art and cultural accomplishments 
continued as Mr. Lukashenko took a 
close look at the artistic endeavours 
of film director Anatoly Alai, who 
specialises in documentaries.

The Head of State spoke his mind 
in criticising Belarusian film-makers, 
saying that the Belarusian film indus-
try has failed to produce enough truly 
impressive and popular films.

Anatoly Alai noted, “I’m in fa-
vour of shooting films about our peo-

ple, the kind of people whose lives 
deserve to feature in a documentary. 
Such films will be in demand every-
where.” In response, Mr. Lukashen-
ko suggested that the film director 
make documentaries about those 
nominated for the 2016 state prize.

Alexander Lukashenko’s con-
versation with another nominee — 
composer Vladimir Kondrusevich 
— also touched upon cinematogra-
phy. The President recalled visiting 
a film set several years ago, where 
he encouraged creative young pro-
fessionals to write a screenplay to 
impress him, and make a film af-
terwards. “They’re still writing that 
screenplay,” stated Mr. Lukashenko.

The National Academic Bolshoi 
Opera and Ballet Theatre of Belarus 
is among those nominated for con-
siderable creative achievements in 

the development of musical art, pro-
moting spiritual values. It has made 
a significant contribution in staging 
the opera based on Vladimir Korot-
kevich’s prose, using Dmitry Smol-
sky’s music.

Composer Vladimir Kondruse-
vich has been nominated for his con-
siderable contributions to theatrical 
and musical art, and his creation of 
the score for Mephisto ballet, as well 
as for the musicals A Glass of Water, 
Julia, Sofia Golshanskaya and Biker.

The Head of State watched a 
concert featuring works nominated 
for the 2016 state prize, and chatted 
with artists afterwards.

The President pointed out that art 
positively influences society and in-

spires citizens. Art plays a major role 
in the life of young people. Efforts of 
cultural workers are particularly im-
portant in this regard. “Young people 
should be inspired as they leave your 
halls. Even if they arrive without un-
derstanding anything about ballet, 
opera, musicals or classical music, 
they should leave with understand-
ing. Perhaps as much as your own,” 
the Head of State asserted.

Mr. Lukashenko added that more 
effort is required to popularise na-
tional accomplishments in various 
spheres, including in culture. “There 
are people in Belarus, who truly de-
serve respect, attention, financial en-
couragement and support,” stressed 
the President.

True creativity 
should inspire
National achievements across various spheres deserve 
promotion, including those of culture and arts, notes 
Alexander Lukashenko, visiting National Academic  
Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre of Belarus
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Touring interior of Palace of Independence

Performance at Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre
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By Alexey Fedosov

The Belarusian delega-
tion took part in the IAEA 
Board of Governors meet-
ing, held in Vienna.

In his speech on the 
Nuclear Safety Review of 
2017, Valentin Rybakov,  
Belarus’ Deputy Foreign 
Minister, emphasised the 
special role of co-operation 
with the IAEA in improving 
the country’s nuclear secu-
rity infrastructure, including 
in the context of Belarusian 
nuclear power plant con-
struction. The Deputy Min-
ister stressed that Belarus 
will continue maintaining 
its close co-operation with 

the agency in issues 
of nuclear safety.

Belarus is using 
all the necessary 
ins t ruments  and 
services which the 
IAEA provides to 
its member states. 
According to the 
Foreign Ministry, 
the country has re-
cently welcomed 
two IAEA assess-
ment missions: the Inte-
grated Regulatory Review 
Service (IRRS) mission in 
October 2016 and the Site 
and External Events Design 
(SEED) mission in January 
2017.

The IRRS mission con-

firmed that Belarus had 
developed regulatory nu-
clear and radiation security 
infrastructure and saw the 
country’s firm commitment 
to the implementation of nu-
clear and radiation security 
principles.

The  SEED miss ion 
praised Belarus’ consid-
eration of all external site-
specific hazards presenting 
a risk to the Belarusian NPP 
station design. It also made a 
range of proposals regarding 
the next state of licensing.

By Vladimir Velikhov

State Border Committee 
comments on Latvia’s 
plans to construct a 
fence along border with 
Belarus

“The construction of en-
gineering structures on the 
state border aims to ensure ef-
ficient protection at minimum 
cost,” Anton Bychkovsky, an 
official representative of the 
State Border Committee, told 
BELTA, speaking of Latvia’s 
plans to build a fence along 
the border with Belarus.

He adds, “Strengthening 
of the state border, including 
via engineering structures, is 
normal practice, simplifying 
the work of border guards 
and ensuring efficient protec-
tion of the state border at less 
cost.”

Mr. Bychkovsky says that 
similar work is being con-
ducted elsewhere along the 
Belarusian border. “Entry-re-
sistant constructions are being 
built, including various fences 
equipped with modern border 
protection devices: anti-intru-
sion sensors, video surveil-
lance systems and other intel-
ligent systems,” he explains.

Belarusian and Latvian 
border guards closely co-op-
erate. “We conduct dialogue 
and have mutual understand-
ing across all acute issues,” 
notes Mr. Bychkovsky.

Previously, the media re-
ported on Latvia’s plans to 
construct a fence along the 
Belarusian-Latvian border, 
stretching for several dozen 
kilometres, quoting the lead-
ership of the State Border 
Guard of Latvia.

Smooth attitude 
towards intentions

Security is really vital
Belarus to continue close 
interaction with IAEA on 
nuclear security issues

By Vasily Kharitonov

According to the Head of 
State, the session was arranged in 
view of recent changes in global 
economics and politics. “New 
trends are ever more pronounced, 
in many countries, starting with 
the USA and Europe. In essence, 
global integration processes are 
being superseded by the recogni-
tion of primacy of national inter-
ests. In layman’s terms, the world 
is being nationalised,” noted Mr. 
Lukashenko.

In  the  economic sphere , 
changes are being manifested 
as the desire to protect domestic 
markets, and to develop domestic 
manufacturing, while reducing 
exports. In politics, the focus is 
shifting towards domestic prob-
lems, which are becoming more 
pronounced. A surge in public 
protests and the growing popular-
ity of right-wing parties and poli-
ticians testifies to this. “You can 
see what’s going on in Germany. 
It’s particularly pronounced in 
France, in the run-up to the presi-

dential elections. Belarus is an 
open country and export-oriented. 
This is why we have to take into 
account new trends and respond 
promptly.”

How are trends influencing 
our economy? The President re-
marked that positive and nega-
tive aspects are apparent. “On the 
whole, the drive towards prior-
itising national interests matches 
our intentions. It’s a fact. In this 
respect, we’re in line with global 
trends,” asserted Mr. Lukashenko.

However, according to the 

President, there is a negative side 
to this process, as it hampers the 
export of our products and ser-
vices, due to the introduction of 
barriers to trade. Even friendly 
nations are using such tactics, 
obliging Belarus to seek ways of 
preserving traditional trade and 
economic ties, while finding new 
niches for Belarusian exports.

The President is keen to know 
which measures are being taken 
to protect the domestic market, 
whether the market is saturated 
with quality products, and what 

effect import-substitution meas-
ures have had. Also, what is be-
ing done to enable favourable 
conditions for the development 
of the Belarusian private sector, 
and how internal reserves are 
being used to address emerging 
problems.

The social and political situa-
tion in the country requires thor-
ough analysis. “The country’s 
stability and a calm society are 
the most important treasures for 
our nation!” stressed the Head of 
State.

Stability 
and calm 
are most 
important
The world is changing, 
with global integration 
processes replaced by 
primacy of national interests, 
notes President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, 
during session tackling 
acute issues of country’s 
development

DIRECT SPEECH:
“New trends are ever more pronounced, in many countries, starting with 
the USA and Europe. In essence, global integration processes are being 
superseded by the recognition of primacy of national interests. In layman’s 
terms, the world is being nationalised.”
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By Yelena Misnik 

Located on Zaslavl’s 
Puteiko Street, in building 
number one, the linen and 
clothing-making factory is 
the towns’ major production 
facility, employing four hun-
dred staff, and specialising in 
hosiery production. Packag-
ing machine operator Yelena 
Kuzmenok has worked in the 
finishing workshop for almost 
a year.

Before being packaged, all 
socks and tights pass from the 
knitting machine to the form-
ing machine. The process be-
gins with the automatic knit-
ting machine, with its dozens 
of threads, producing patterns 
for socks, using a mixture of 
cotton, bamboo, viscose, ly-
cra or spandex. They’re then 
shipped to the sewing work-
shop, where future socks are 
sewn, turned inside out and 
sent to the forming machine; 
via heat and steam, products 
receive their finished look. 
The final stage involves the 
packing machine, where la-
bels are sewn into socks.

Yelena comes from the 
Gomel Region and now lives 
with her relatives in Zaslavl. 
Many others also work far 
from their homes, travelling 
to Zaslavl by bus from Minsk, 
or from neighbouring settle-
ments, every morning, to the 
enterprise’s other branches. 
Uzda draws employees from 
Stolbtsy and Dzerzhinsk, 
while Mark Formelle’s sew-
ing ‘daughters’ operate in 
Starye Dorogi, Borisov, Zho-
dino, Molodechno, Zaslavl 
and Vitebsk.

“Having an extensive net-
work isn’t just a whim; it’s a 
necessity!” declares Mark 
Formelle’s Director, Andrey 
Serikov. “It’s impossible to 
hire a thousand skilled seam-
stresses from a single town.” 
He recalls how it was incred-
ibly hard to find knitters. Mark 
Formelle had trouble finding 
qualified specialists in Minsk 
and the Minsk Region, decid-
ing then to hire personnel to 
teach new employees.

As a result, new sewing 
factories are opening in small 
towns, despite significant lo-
gistical costs. Last October, a 
new facility began operations 
in Zhodino and, in Decem-
ber, another opened in Molo-
dechno. Businessmen are now 
eyeing Soligorsk, although the 

building they have earmarked 
has had no central heating 
for the past seven years. It 
should receive its ‘second life’ 
later this year. Interestingly, in 
2016, the company invested 
$1.5 million into existing fac-
tories, to modernise equipment 
and improve efficiency. Costs 
were great but it was worth 
it. Apart from business prof-
its, this move has produced 
greater worker efficiency, and 
almost 2,000 jobs created. An-
other three hundred positions, 
at least, are expected for 2017.

Speaking about employee 
turnover, Mr. Serikov notes, 
“We don’t see a lot of turnover, 
offering our employees not 
only attractive salaries but bo-
nuses: the same social package 
as at any state organisation.”

Business private word
Mark Formelle is a bright representative of the private sector, owning 
eight subsidiaries and providing work for over 2,000 people: statistics 
of which some state-owned enterprises would be proud

MT REFERENCE:
From January-
September 2016, 
3,238 people were 
employed in newly 
established jobs in 
the Minsk Region. 
According to Irina 
Meleshenko, who 
heads the Minsk 
District Executive 
Committee’s 
Economic 
Department, 2,358 
people joined 
newly created 
enterprises and 
new production 
facilities. 

In line with Presidential Decree #78, we created 
50,000 jobs last year, with the figure hitting 54,210 in 
September 2016, thanks to new businesses. This year, 
the Government plans to create 70,000 new positions: 
an even more challenging task, taking into consideration 
modern trends in the labour market.
Realising these plans is primarily the responsibility of local 
authorities: naturally, each locality understands its own 
economic needs, and its labour market, knowing where 
jobs should be created: at newly established enterprises, 
at existing factories, and as a result of investment project 
realisation or production modernisation. There are many 
factors, and each company must create a sustainable 
development plan.
Regional executive committees are focused on creating 
great conditions for businesses, including earmarking 
wasteland sites (including old industrial premises) for 
development, without charge, on condition that jobs are 
created. Each region should encourage the activities it 
most needs, while attracting foreign investors. Speaking 
of performance indicators, we understand that some fake 
figures might emerge. To avoid this, we’ll need to monitor 
new jobs from time to time. 

Oleg TOkUN, 
Head of Employ-
ment Policy De-
partment at the 

Ministry of
Labour and

Social Protection

Credits becoming more accessible
Financial experts sum up 2016 results, indicating certain success
By Valeria Gavrusheva

Among targets met last year are 
those for inflation (the year ended 
on 10.6 percent, against a target of 
12 percent), and gold and currency 
reserves rose $0.75 billion (against a 
forecast of just $0.3 billion. Mean-
while, the refinancing rate fell by 7 
percent, and interest rates on com-
pany loans fell compared to 2015: 
from 26.3 percent to 22.9 percent 
(for loans extending more than 12 
months). Loans to individuals saw 
the rate fall from 22.2 percent to 20.7 
percent. 

Those on the waiting list for 
housing are also benefitting from 
rates below that of the market. In 
2016, Belagroprombank provided 
housing loans at 17 percent per an-
num and, in 2017, at 13.5 percent. 
These loans proved ex-
tremely popular, with 
the volume avail-
able exhausted in 
just two days. Be-
larusbank plans to 
launch a similar 
offer soon.

V a d i m 
Tachkin, the Direc-

tor of Viva Capital JSC, explains, 
“Last year, such loans were in great 
demand but the total volume wasn’t 

large: this year, Br30 million will 
be allocated. It won’t significantly 
influence demand on the real estate 
market; there are various factors 

affecting house prices, 
and these are likely to 
remain stable, as in 
2016. However, peo-
ple are keen to borrow 

money to purchase 
or build homes. 

It’s high inter-
est rates that 
deter them.”

I f  h o u s -
ing prices remain stable through 

into 2018, interest rates should fall 
further. By the end of 2017, the re-
financing rate should reach 14-16 
percent, with inflation at no more 
than 9 percent. The National Bank 
will take measures to achieve this, 
though no significant change of strat-
egy is expected to monetary-credit 
policy. The Deputy Chairman of the 
National Bank’s Board, Sergey Ka-
lechits, comments, “This is due to 
the risk of increased inflation and de-
valuation. If monetary-credit policy 
is too strict, it will restrain business 
initiative and hamper potential for 
economic growth.”
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At Mark Formelle factory
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By Olga Valchenko

If you need a new phone, an apart-
ment, a car or a seaside vacation but 
lack the cash, what can you do? It’s 
common practice among Europeans 
and Americans, as well as the Japa-
nese and our closest neighbours, to 
take out a loan, but Belarusians tend 
to be less keen. Only 20-25 percent of 
citizens have ‘borrowed’ bank funds. 
Very few fail to repay them, yet finan-
cial institutions continue to tighten the 
rules for allocating loans.

Despite a clear fall in average 
interest rates on new loans in 2016 
(from 29.3 percent in January to 19.4 
percent in December), these remain 
too high for most Belarusians. Ac-
cording to a joint study by the Nation-
al Bank and the Alliance for Financial 
Inclusion, this is the key reason for 
avoidance of bank loans, as cited by 
45.7 percent of respondents. Other 
oft-mentioned reasons are the desire 
not to be in debt to anyone and lack 
of money to repay loans.

A certain number of Belarusians 
still regularly borrow money from 
financial institutions, but with what 
purpose?

The largest share, 45.4 percent, 
takes out loans to pay for goods, 
repaying in instalments. Over 31 

percent use loans to cover general 
expenses. Over the past four years, 
fewer loans have been issued for con-
sumer needs, while payment in instal-
ments has grown in popularity. Loans 
for housing construction, repair and 
vehicle purchase are the next most 
popular.

All those keen to apply for a 
loan are advised to look at their 
credit score, as made available by 
the National Bank around 18 months 
ago. Information is provided free of 
charge once a year, upon written re-
quest, with certain elements combin-
ing to create the ‘score’. The Head of 
the National Bank’s Credit Register 
Department, Viсtor Plenkin, explains 
that the credit register keeps informa-
tion on all banks and microfinance in-
stitutions (MFIs). Leasing companies 
are soon to be added.

Evaluating the results of the past 
18 months, Mr. Plenkin notes that 56 
percent of credit reports (as provided 
by the National Bank to users last 
December) were accompanied by a 
score (of 0-400). Mr. Plenkin adds 
that such data is not only of interest 
to creditors but helps in analysing 
the market. He tells us, “Since 2014, 
banks have been changing their poli-
cies and tightening requirements for 
borrowers. Loans are now only issued 

to clients who’ve undergone rigorous 
selection. Previously, most had B2 
and B3 ratings; now, most are B1. 
The percentage of defaults on loans 
has fallen and few debts have needed 
to be written off.”

The trend has been apparent since 
late 2014. Assessing the rating grade 
(from A to F), bankers rely on clear 
criteria, including the number of loans 
overdue for more than 90 days, 12 
months after conclusion of a contract. 
In early 2014, problem clients stood 
at no more than 4.1 percent; now, the 
figure is even lower, showing how 
carefully borrowers are selected, and 
how disciplined applicants are in re-
paying their loans. Defaults are mini-
mal, creating no threat to the banking 
system. Some problematic cases re-
main, with many taken on by credit 
broker Procredit.by. It estimates that 

around 70 percent of its borrowers 
have previously been refused a bank 
loan or have outstanding debt at time 
of application. Director Igor Lushchik 
comments that most seek funds to 
conduct house repairs, to buy a car or 
property, or to develop their business.

“If an applicant has failed to be 
granted a bank loan previously, they 
aren’t ‘tainted’. There are so many 
reasons for refusal, including having 
relatives who’ve failed to repay loans 
in the past, and insufficient solvency. 
However, most of our clients have 
failed to pay their debts in a timely 
fashion,” he notes.

Mr. Plenkin disagrees, saying, “If 
a bank rejects a loan application, it’s 
for a reason: not to bring harm but 
because it’s assessed the risk. Clients 
aren’t always able to calculate their 
ability to repay correctly. If a bank as-
sesses your credit score and decides 
only to offer half of the loan applied 
for, it’s because they think it’s a more 
reasonable amount for repayment. 
It’s unwise to seek loans regardless 
of ability to pay, or terms offered.  
On being refused, you may address 
unregistered organisations but these, 
sadly, sometimes operate fraudulent 
schemes.”

Loans are 
becoming 
cheaper
How are Belarusians directing 
their loans and why are banks 
setting tougher credit rules

By Alexey Fedosov

Belarusian electric car 
approximately twice the 
price of petrol analogue 
BelGee, notes Director 
General of Joint Institute 
of Mechanical Engineer-
ing at National Academy 
of Sciences, Sergey Pod-
dubko

Mr. Poddubko notes that 
electric vehicles worldwide 
tend to be expensive. In China, 
the average car costs $13,000, 
while its electric analogue 
costs $32,000. He comments, 
“Why is this? The cost of the 
accumulator, the most ex-
pensive element, is added to 
the cost. The engine is very 
important, and rare minerals 

have to be imported for pro-
duction. Of course, if we com-
pare our electric vehicle with 
its petrol-powered analogue, 
from BelGee, it’s expensive: 
approximately double the 
price. However, the more we 
create, the lower the price.”

Discussing speed of re-
charging and battery size, he 
adds, “It can drive at least 
100km, at a speed 
of 90kmh (tak-

ing into account city traffic) 
and takes 3-4 hours to fully 
recharge, which can be done 
each evening. For the rest of 
the time, you can charge for 
just half an hour, to receive 85 
percent recharging.”

An experimental model of 
the Belarusian electric 

vehicle is being manufactured 
this year, with mass produc-
tion launching at BelGee in 
2019.

Price of Belarusian electric 
vehicles is known now

By Yulia Lysenko

BelNIPIneft Institute 
finishes seismic data 
processing in India

Work at Digboi oil field 
is governed by a contract 
signed in September 2016, 
between state-run Oil India, 
and Belorusneft, with the lat-
ter providing engineering and 
consulting services, to reha-
bilitate Digboi oil field in the 
north of the State of Assam. 
It’s there that the first oil well 
in Asia was drilled, in 1889. 
Digboi oil field was the larg-
est oil field in India for a long 
time, but has been out of use.

The project to reha-
bilitate the site has twelve 
stages, with seismic survey 
data being processed and 
interpreted, and geological 
and hydrodynamic models 
compiled. BelNIPIneft (Be-
larusian Oil Research and 
Design Institute) special-
ists are to create recipes and 
reagents for increasing oil 
recovery and reducing water 
intrusion. 

Afterwards, there will be 
recommendations and a pro-
gramme of action to inten-
sify oil recovery, including 
engineering support for oil 
extraction.

Professionals 
help rehabilitate 
Digboi oil field

TRENDS
Around 30 percent of borrowers apply for loans once or 
twice annually, with the same requesting credit once or 
twice per quarter. Twenty percent of people borrow money 
almost monthly, and around 16 percent every month.
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By Svetlana Markova

Sitting at the President’s 
desk

Alexander Lukashenko 
spent his childhood in Shk-
lov’s suburbs, in the village 
of Alexandria. Upon the ini-
tiative of teachers and pupils, 
a small, improvised museum 
has been operating in the lo-
cal school for two decades, 
describing the childhood and 
adolescence of the President. 
The desk at which Mr. Lu-
kashenko sat in the junior 
forms remains, so everyone 
can sit at it and have their 
photo taken.

Another famous fellow 
countryman is actor Piotr 
Aleinikov, who has appeared 
in such films as Seven Coura-
geous, Tractor Drivers, The 
Big Life and The Lit-
tle Humpbacked 
Horse (a fairy-
t a l e ) .  A l l 
have entered 
the treasury 
of Russian cin-
ematography. In 
2014, a monument 
was installed in 
Shklov and a 
museum opened 
in Piotr’s native vil-
lage of Krivel, to mark 
his centenary.

Embracing  
Yekaterina’s poplar

Shklov was at its height 
under General Semen Zorich, 
a favourite of Empress Yeka-
terina II. She gave him the 
town as a gift, and, under his 
influence, manufacturing be-
gan. There was even a ‘bond-
servant theatre’, which be-
came famous all over Europe. 
Shklov opened a school for 
nobility, which later became 
the site of the first Moscow 
Cadet Corps. At the beginning 
of the 1812 Patriotic War, the 
school moved from Belaru-
sian Shklov to the centre of 
the Russian Empire.

Residents do honour their 
heroes: in 2007, a monu-
ment was unveiled to gen-
eral Zorich in the central park. 
Meanwhile, the park itself is a 
monument of garden and park 

art, ranked among the top five 
in Belarus. A poplar planted 
by Zorich in honour of Yeka-

terina II has been growing 
there for over three 
centuries.

To imagine 
how the town 

looked in those 
times, we need 
only observe the 
paper mill — the 

‘b ra in -

child’ of 
the leader of the 

local nobility, 
former Minis-

ter of Railway Transport for 
the Russian Empire, Apollon 
Krivoshein. Since 1898, the 
workshops have been pre-
served in their original state, 
alongside paper-making ma-
chines, all in good working 
order. Now, the enterprise 
is called Spartak but hasn’t 
changed its two-centuries-old 
profile and continues to pro-
duce paper.

Finding Duke  
Czartoryski’s treasure

Shklov boasts a whole 
range of architectural treas-
ures: a late 18th century 
synagogue and unique stone 
crosses, stairs and gates. The 
major pearl is the stone town 
hall, from the late 18th cen-
tury. Only five such exist in 

all Belarus. The one in Shklov 
is 43m tall, and is the only one 
built into the market place. It’s 
listed among the monuments 
of world architecture.

According to legend, un-
derground tunnels link the 
town hall with the home of 
Duke Adam Czartoryski, 
and contain buried treasure. 
The nobleman didn’t want to 
swear fealty to Empress Yeka-
terina II after the partition of 
the Rzezc Pospolita and tried 
to remove everything pre-
cious from the town. He left 
his servant, Jakub, to protect 
part of his treasures. Since 
then, the town hall tower has 
said to be haunted by Jakub, 
carrying a candle, defending 
the treasure and awaiting his 
master’s return.

Tasting ‘noble’ cucumbers
Local residents are keen 

on monuments, boasting a 
huge, smiling cucumber in 
the central square, close to the 
market. Shklov has a reputa-
tion as the ‘cucumber capital’ 

— similar to Lukhovitsy (in 
the Moscow Region). Tasty 
cucumbers were delivered 
once to St. Petersburg, eaten 
even by Yekaterina II.

In summer, the holiday of 
cucumbers features a wealth 
of home-pickled gherkins at 
the market, where customers 
can sample.

Resting on Lysaya Hill
The highest point in Shk-

lov is Lysaya Hill, which can 
be climbed via a forest of 
birch trees and ancient oaks. 
The landscape resembles that 
of Alexander Rou’s fairytales. 
It’s easy to imagine Baba Yaga 
and Dragon Gorynych living 
there.

There’s an extremely 
beautiful view over the 
River Dnieper from the hill, 
with a tourist and excursion 
complex located at the top. 
Lysaya Gora facility offers 
accommodation, a bath-
house, sports grounds and 
lots of other opportunities for 
passing the time outdoors.

What is the town of 
Shklov known for?
The town on the right bank of the River Dnieper was mentioned 
by a Polish ambassador in 1520 as ‘merchant’, located on 
the trading route ‘from the Varangians to the Greeks’. Today, 
Shklov is known as the place where the first President of 
Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, grew up, lived and worked.
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Inside Alexandria school museum, where the President of Belarus studied

Holy Transfiguration Church

On town streets

Ancient town hall now houses a modern school
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By Alexey Fedosov

Almost 5,000m at its summit, 
and over 20km long, it’s virtually 
impossible for an untrained person 
to cover the route to Vinson Massif, 
even with the best climbing equip-
ment. It endures strong winds and 30 
degree frosts. 

Over the past two years, Vadim 
has conquered Mount Elbrus and Kil-
imanjaro and is now celebrating vic-

tory over one of the most remote and 
inaccessible peaks on the planet. Af-
ter planting our Belarusian state flag 
proudly, he treated his companions to 
Belarusian homemade sausages.

“The climbing was incredibly dif-
ficult,” Vadim admitted on his return. 
“I was accompanied by five Rus-
sians, a Frenchman and two Poles. 
It took us six days to reach the peak, 
working as a roped team, due to the 
danger of collapse. Cracks in the ice 

aren’t always visible, being covered 
in snow. Their depth can reach up to 
a kilometre. It’s no less dangerous at 
the top. Walking exhausted along the 

ridge, you see the gulf below, with 70 
degree slope and sharp stones, and 
it’s a grim picture.”

Vadim’s father nurtured his love 

for mountain climbing, taking his son 
on mountain hikes as a boy, cement-
ing their bond. On growing up, Va-
dim pursued the hobby relentlessly, 
with the pinnacle of African moun-
tain Kilimanjaro becoming his first 
conquest. He set the goal of climbing 
the highest peaks of each continent, 
training hard, with a simple exer-
cise: climbing his staircase wearing a 
heavy backpack.

The flag of Belarus flies now at 
the Antarctic and will soon be placed 
on Mount McKinley, where Vadim 
is headed on his next expedition. His 
training has already begun to conquer 
the highest peak in North America.

The goal 
is to climb 
the highest 
mountains 
Vadim Frolov of Grodno 
becomes first Belarusian 
to conquer highest peak in 
Antarctica: Vinson Massif

By Yekaterina Medvedskaya

Mr. Trani, you’ve occupied the 
position of Honorary Consul since 
2010. Which are the most common 
issues you face?

The work of an Honorary Consul 
is diverse. In my case, it primarily 
involves the promotion of trade, as 
well as economic and investment co-
operation between Belarus and Italy. 
I also give wide support to Belarusian 
citizens in the Campania Region.

After the Chernobyl accident, 
Belarusian children used to fre-
quently travel to Italy to recuper-
ate. How many went to the Cam-
pania Region last year for this 
purpose?

Although over three decades have 
passed since the Chernobyl disaster, 
Italy remains the leader in welcom-
ing Belarusian children for recuper-
ation, and Campania leads among 
the regions of Southern Italy in this 
respect. Sadly, we have no official 
statistics for 2016, at regional level, 
but, according to the Italian Interior 
Ministry, 639 ‘Chernobyl children’ 
were accepted by Campania in 2015. 

Most were under-18s from Belarus. 
The Honorary Consulate maintains 
close co-operation with humanitar-
ian associations of Campania, while 
assisting in preparing documents for 
visas and realisation of humanitarian 
projects.

Tells us about contacts in the 
fields of science, culture and sport.

The Honorary Consulate regu-
larly organises or assists in organis-
ing cultural, educational and other 
activities to help Neapolitans and 
Campania Region residents learn 

more about Belarus. For example, 
last March, Belarus was represented 
by a stand at Naples’ Tourism Fair 
and, in October, we organised the 
‘Multinational Belarus’ event, jointly 
with the Office of the Commissioner 
for Religions and Nationalities of the 
Republic of Belarus, dedicated to the 
Day of Belarusian Written Language.

Cultural and tourist activities re-
alised with the support of the Honor-
ary Consulate always gain good me-
dia coverage across Naples and the 
Campania Region.

We hope to intensify our contacts 
in the youth, educational and sporting 
spheres. The 30th Summer Universi-
ade is a global sports event, hosted 
by Naples in 2019. With support from 
the regional administration, we’re 
working to strengthen direct contacts 
between the universities of Belarus 
and Campania on the eve of the event.

Are Belarusian products repre-
sented in the south of Italy?

Belarusians exports to Italy are 
most popular in the industrially de-
veloped northern part of Italy; sales 
to Campania are yet to enjoy great 
volumes. Nevertheless, the Honorary 
Consulate is constantly working to 
improve the situation. Among other 
things, we promote co-operation 
through our chambers of industry 
and commerce.

You run your own business in 
our country...

Our Micro Leasing company be-
gan operations on October 1st, 2009 
and, this year, we’ll celebrate the 8th 
jubilee of our presence on the Bela-
rusian market. We launched with one 
office in Gomel and four employees, 
including myself, but are now pre-
sent across the regions, employing 
around fifty people. We’ve achieved 
significant financial growth, with a 
growing customer base, which I view 
positively.

Is Belarus’ investment climate 
favourable?

The example of Micro Leasing 
offers a clear answer to your ques-

tion. I’m convinced that Belarus has 
created the necessary conditions to 
allow foreign investors to build suc-
cessful businesses. I regularly par-
ticipate in international forums relat-
ing to micro-financing, leasing and 
small business development, where I 
always share my opinion on the at-
tractiveness of the investment climate 
in Belarus.

What does it mean for you to be 
an Honorary Consul of Belarus?

Firstly, it’s recognition from a 
country to which I feel great personal 
affection. It’s a great honour and a 
huge credit of trust, which I try to 
confirm in my daily work.

Do Belarusians living in Italy 
often address the Consulate? In 
which issues are they interested?

Southern Italy — including the 
Campania Region and the city of Na-
ples — has high levels of local crime 
and unemployment, which make so-
cial assistance a priority. We support 
public associations run by expat Be-
larusians, such as the ‘Together’ and 
‘Bellarus’ associations. We also work 
with the local parish of the Orthodox 
church. We offer consultations to Be-
larusian citizens across a wide range 
of issues — including psychologi-
cal assistance and registration with 
agencies dealing with pensions and 
health protection, and we work jointly 
with municipal and regional authori-
ties. In Naples alone, the Honorary 
Consulate has helped around 300 
Belarusian citizens.

Vincenzo Trani:
‘It’s a great honour and a huge credit of trust’
A country’s interests abroad are represented by its embassies and 
consulates. The media often mentions honorary consuls present at 
various exhibitions, forums and official meetings. Who are these 
people and how do they become consuls? The Honorary Consul of 
Belarus to Italy’s Campania Region and Naples, Vincenzo Trani, 
speaks of interest in Belarus and his consular responsibilities 
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International team of alpinists in the Antarctica

IL-76 brought expedition to the coldest continent

Vincenzo Trani (L)
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South African watersport pro 
Chris Bertish has just nailed 
a world first: he’s crossed the 
Atlantic solo, unassisted and 
unsupported, on a stand-up 
paddle board

The big-wave surfer and Guin-
ness World Record holder crossed 
4,500 nautical miles, setting off 
from Agadir, Morocco, on Decem-
ber 6th and arriving at English Har-
bour, Antigua, on the morning of 
March 9th.

Bertish’s stand-up paddle-
board (SUP) may not be an off-the 
shelf job — it’s a custom-made, 
1,360-pound, 20-foot-long vessel 
fitted with a tiny cabin and solar 
panels — but that doesn’t mean the 
journey was any less daunting.

For 93 days Bertish has paddled 
the equivalent of a marathon a day. 
Along the way he also set the record 
for the furthest distance traveled 
solo, unsupported and unassisted 
over open ocean in a day.

Britons should 
keep EU rights 
post-Brexit, EU 
negotiator says
Guy Verhofstadt says he hopes 
to convince EU leaders to allow 
Britons to keep freedom of 
movement and other rights 
after Brexit

British citizens should be al-
lowed to keep the benefits of Eu-
ropean Union membership after 
Brexit, including the freedom of 
movement, a leading EU negotiator 
has said.

Guy Verhofstadt, the European 
Parliament’s chief negotiator, said 
Britons should be allowed to apply 
for the rights on an individual basis.

The comments came after The-
resa May attended an EU meeting in 
Brussels, the last time a British PM 
will do so with Britain a full mem-
ber of the union. Mrs. May has left 
the summit after the first day, while 
the other 27 European leaders are 
continuing to hold talks over the 
future shape of the bloc. Mr. Ver-
hofstadt noted, “All British citizens 
today have also EU citizenship. That 
means a number of things: the pos-
sibility to participate in the European 
elections, the freedom of travel with-
out problem inside the union.”

He added, “We need to have 
an arrangement in which this ar-
rangement can continue for those 
citizens who on an individual basis 
are requesting it.” The fate of British 
citizens on the continent, as well as 
of EU citizens in Britain, is going to 
be part of the talks between London 
and Brussels, possibly early on in the 
process.

The wreck of 
the Titanic is 
being eaten
Some reports suggest the 
Titanic might disappear within 
20 years because of the action 
of microbes 

When it set sail on its maiden voy-
age in 1912, no one could have pre-
dicted what the opulent RMS Titanic 
would look like now — a rusting hulk 
at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. 
But at least something remains of the 
ship, more than a century after its ill-
fated transatlantic journey.

However, scientists believe that 
in a few decades there may be noth-
ing left of the ship at all, thanks to a 
species of bacteria which is slowly 
eating away its iron hull. The bac-
teria can survive in conditions that 
are completely inhospitable to most 
lifeforms on Earth: water that is pitch-
black and at crushing pressures.

But eventually, all the shipwrecks 
will be eaten away entirely, whether 
through metal-munching bacteria or 
seawater corrosion. The iron in the 
47,000-tonne vessel will end up in 
the ocean.

Unexplained Fast Radio Bursts 
could be the leaked energy 
from transmitters powering 
giant light sail ships across the 
Universe

Flashes of energy detected in 
distant galaxies could be evidence 
of aliens powering interstellar space-
craft, according to scientists at Har-
vard University. Discovered in 2007, 
Fast Radio Bursts (FRBs) are intense 
radio pulses lasting up to a millisec-
ond. Their origins remain unknown, 
and fewer than two dozen have been 

detected by the world’s largest radio 
telescopes — but they appear to oc-
cur in remote galaxies billions of 
light years away.

Now, a team from Harvard has 
suggested FRBs could be leaked 
energy from powerful transmitters 
built in order to send giant light sail 
ships on interstellar voyages.

A light sail uses the tiny amount 
of pressure exerted by light to pro-
duce a small but constant accel-
eration which allows a spacecraft to 
reach a great speed.

Crossing Atlantic 
Ocean unaided,
on paddle board

Energy 
flashes in 
distant 
galaxies 
‘could be 
proof of 
aliens’

Tesco says 140,000 workers are 
to be compensated after a payroll 
blunder meant they were paid be-
low the national living wage.

The supermarket chain said 
the issue affected both current and 
former colleagues, with the major-
ity due up to £40 each and some 
receiving more. Tesco said the 

mistake, spotted during an inter-
nal review, would cost it £9.7m to 
rectify.

Its statement said, “The review, 
which was conducted during the 
implementation of a new payroll 
system, found the voluntary contri-
butions made by some colleagues 
to benefits such as pensions, child-

care vouchers and cycle to work 
schemes, led to errors that resulted 
in their pay after salary sacrifice 
not reaching national living wage 
levels. Tesco is in the process of 
contacting affected colleagues, and 
will ensure they all receive their 
reimbursement payments by the 
end of March. They will also be 

contacting former colleagues to ar-
range payments too.”

The chief executive of the com-
pany’s UK and Ireland division, 
Matt Davies, added, “As soon as 
our own review identified this is-
sue we took immediate action to 
resolve it and establish which col-
leagues are affected.”

The supermarket chain admits a mistake meant that 140,000 
of its lowest-paid staff were handed sums below legal levels

Tesco to reimburse its 
staff after pay blunder
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By Veniamin Mikheev

Monumental ceramist Tamara 
Kirshchina decorated the facades 
and interiors of many hotels, as 
well as the interior of the Bolshoi 
Theatre of Belarus, and the National 
Library. She helped create the Cher-
nobyl monumental tapestry, which 
hangs in the UN hall in New York 
(jointly with her friend and teacher, 
People’s Artist of Belarus Alex-
ander Kishchenko). They enjoyed 
many joint projects, sharing similar 
skills and techniques, as became the 
basis of teaching at the Belarusian 
art school.

The opening ceremony of the 
show dedicated to Tamara Kir-
shchina resounded with praise of 
her life’s work, including declara-
tions that her talent had been un-
dervalued. Her greatness, even her 
genius, was declared. However, the 
real moment of truth, as one jour-
nalist later remarked, came the day 
after, when a group of noisy teen-
agers came to the exhibition. They 
were told the same lofty words and 
then proposed to go to another hall, 
where cheerful pictures by a mod-
ern artist were on show. A couple of 
minutes later, they began returning 
to Tamara’s serene ceram-
ics, not as a crowd but 
on their own, or in small 
groups, to take photos on 
their phones: not selfies 
but shots of the art-
works.

Their loud ex-
clamations trans-
fo rmed  g radu-
ally to a respectful 
whisper. In her last 
years of life, Ms. 
Kirshchina used to 
assert that her art 
was not needed by 
anyone. She stopped 
firing in her kiln, feel-
ing that she had nothing 
to prove, or to ‘say’. Had 
she seen the eyes of those coming 
to the recent Minsk show, she might 
have changed her mind. 

Monumental ceramics are 

heavy and frag-
ile and rarely 
called ‘popular’, 
as even gallery 
owners would 
agree,  call ing 
them old-fash-
ioned. Less than 
a  decade  has 
passed since the 
last exhibition 

of monu-
mental art 

in Belarus, 
while eight-

een years separate Tamara’s 
first personal exhibition 

from her second — me-
morial — show. Her 
amazing Arbat panel 
(which once decorated 
two walls of Minsk’s 
restaurant of the same 
name and was praised 
by numerous Soviet 

magazines) was thrown 
away during refurbish-

ment, as she herself wit-
nessed. Other pieces, long 

stored in boxes and dark 
cupboards, are being only now 

brought back into the sunlight. 
Her signature style was abstract 

painting on ceramics, creating huge, 
multi-coloured panels not to order 

or for sale, but for herself. How can 
we evaluate the results, since there 
are few suitable walls on which to 
hang her work. You can spread them 
across the floor, but it’s not an ideal 
way of viewing. 

Tamara was short of stature, 
but her works were huge in size. 
Sadly, their fragility resulted in 
some breakages before the current 
show, when two panel plates were 
broken. The artist’s son, designer 
Andrey Kirshchin, reacted with 
restrain, saying, “My mother was 
pragmatic rather than commercial, 
making a copy of every work. My 
apartment is filled with her ceram-
ics, which is what stops me from 
working on a similarly large scale. I 
mainly sketch and paint. I keep my 

mother’s works for her future mu-
seum, as I have no doubt that one 
will be established, sooner or later. 
We need to demonstrate her legacy, 
with more exhibitions to follow.” 

Tamara was more than ‘a small 
and fragile woman presenting her 
art to an indifferent world’. She 
was ‘married to art’, as her rela-
tives, friends and colleagues admit, 
although she seemed to care little 
about the fate of her finished works, 
and she died before creating all that 
she could have done. She was indif-
ferent to travel, though loved antiq-
uity and the Renaissance titans. She 
never went abroad, although she 
could have afforded to. 

A single image in an old maga-
zine was enough to inspire her, cre-

ating woman-birds, like Belarusian 
sphinxes, with her own appearance. 
Her face is present on many Minsk 
streets. Alexander Kishchenko — 
who taught Tamara — preserved 
the stubborn features of his pupil in 
a more durable material (compared 
to ceramics), still seen on mosaics 
of houses near Vostok metro station 
and on the Partisan Belarus panel at 
the entrance to Frunzenskaya metro 
station. Moreover, he joined Tamara 
in co-authoring the famous Tapestry 
of the Century and in creating works 
dedicated to Chernobyl, sharing 
similar preoccupations with her. 

The Chernobyl tapestry now 
adorns the UN hall in New York, 
neighbouring Pablo Picasso’s Guer-
nica. When the building was being 
renovated, several exhibits went on 
display to tourists, including works 
by Tamara. Her last, Tapestry of the 
Century, is, now, more often shown 
to the public and is recognised as an 

undisputed masterpiece. 
The Guinness Book of Re-
cords has recognised it as 
the largest tapestry in the 
world.

Andrey Kirshchin re-
calls, “When my mother 
was working on it, we ate 
only porridge for three 
years! She went to work 
at six in the morning, and 
returned home at ten in the 
evening. She had a day off 
once every two weeks. She 
did nothing else but work 
on this tapestry.”

One day, Tamara de-
cided that she had no desire 
to continue working. In her 
last three years of life, she 
created nothing, not even 
sketches. She listened to 
music and relaxed, despite 
her son and his friends 
encouraging her to begin 

again. She simply said, “There’s 
no need. I’ve worked too much and 
now I’m tired.”

It seems unfashionable to cre-
ate art for its own sake, but this was 
true of Tamara Kirshchina. She nev-
er thought of its value, or where it 
would finally find a home, or how it 
would be sold. Her relationship was 
far more intimate. 

Tamara saw great potential in 
her son, always saying that he was 
a wonderful artist. At the same 
time, she would criticise his — and 
others’ — works. She hated to see 
‘second-rate’ people doing well, 
being convinced that the process 
was wrong. As a result, Tamara had 
many enemies.

However, she was very strong, 
including physically: a ceramic 
mold can weigh as much as 30kg 
but she could easily carry pieces to 
her kiln. Some monks fail to serve 
God as earnestly as she served art. 
Her efforts were no sacrifice or 
labour. For Tamara, they were a 
source of happiness!

Tamara Kirshchina 
participated in many 
art exhibitions, 
with her works 
showcased in Russia, 
Italy, Lithuania, 
Switzerland, Canada, 
Germany and Israel

Greatest happiness in serving art
Ceramist 
Tamara 
Kirshchina’s 
artistry on 
show at 
exhibition 
dedicated to 
her memory, 
at Minsk’s 
Palace of Arts
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By Irina Mustafina

The mysterious pseudo-
nym conceals a whole fam-
ily: writer Yelena Stelmakh, 
her daughters Victoria and 
Margarita, and grand-
daughters Emilia, Maria 
and Nadezhda. They here 
explain how they invented 
their fairy tale.

In line with ancient 
legends

Did you prepare the 
magic story of Francysk 
Skaryna specially for the 
anniversary?

Victoria: It’s a coinci-
dence. Nobody thought of 
the book printer initially. We 
went to the village of Stanko-
vo, near Minsk, with the girls 
and they became bored, ask-
ing me to tell them something 
interesting. I invented a story 
about hero Alovak’s adven-
tures around the world, and 
across the ages, adding Bela-
rusian legends. On learning 
of this, my mother became in-
spired and proposed writing a 
book together.

Yelena: Skaryna was then 
‘born’. The girls were very 
much interested in the history 
of the first printer, wondering 
why not a single book had 
existed until then — even the 
smallest. We agreed, unani-
mously, to tell all children 
about this legendary figure. 
As a result, we sent the book 
characters to Skaryna’s print 
shop.
Do all your characters 
have prototypes?

Yelena: Duke Emeryk and 

his estate — where the plot 
is concentrated — is based 
on notorious Duke Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski, who owned 
Stankovsky estate in the 19th 
century. Reader visiting that 
unique Belarusian village will 
recognise the building we’ve 
described and the altana on 
the lake bank, as well as the 
trees growing with their roots 
upwards, and the lime tree, 
where crow Karrilla lives. 
They’ll probably find the bird 
itself!

Maria: We invented our 
characters together. When I 
was little, I loved milk pud-
ding — calling it ‘pundik’. I 
couldn’t pronounce the word 
correctly. The same name was 
given to our cactus on the win-
dowsill, which later became a 
fairy tale character.

Emilia: The rabbit in the 
book is also taken from real 
life. It’s our pet, Rosochka.

Margarita: We’re often 
asked where the funny name 
of Alzhbeta’s friend, Yaitska, 
came from. We were once 
travelling by car and it was 
hot and stuffy. To have fun, we 
read advertising signs from 
right to left. One of the stands 
said ‘Aktsiya’, which became 
Yaitska backwards. We later 
decided to use this cute name 
for our character.
Children’s imaginations 
seem far richer than 
adults’…

Yelena: That’s right. When 
I became stuck for ideas, I vis-
ited the grandchildren with 
treats, and they 
produced 
a great 
d e a l 

of material. They weren’t re-
ally bothered by the cakes. 
Rather, as soon as they saw 
me at the door, they’d asked 
about the new chapters. 
We’d go to their room, pull 
up a chair and I’d read. After 
hearing my story, they’d help 
invent new adventures for the 
characters.

Shared pseudonym
It’s not always easy for 

women to work together. 
Have you ever fallen out? 

Yelena: We did while try-
ing to take a family photo 
for the book cover! The girls 
chose the best place in our flat 
for the shot, and spent an hour 
in front of the mirror, trying on 
clothes and fixing their hair. 
That fuss ended in tears!

Who came up with the 
idea of using a pseudonym?

Yelena: The editors were 
hurrying us, saying that the 
book was ready and we need-
ed to name the author. We or-
ganised a weekend meeting to 
decide and, while drinking tea 
in the kitchen, Emilia, who’s 
always full of idea, suggested 
her own name, declaring that 
it had been her idea to put lots 
of magic in the book. The oth-
ers didn’t agree but another 
idea was born — to name Vic-
toria as the author, she being 
the first to suggest moving the 
story into the past. This also 
failed to meet with approval, 

so we took 
a clean 

sheet of 
paper 
a n d 
wrote: 

Yelena, 
V i c -

t o r i a , 

Nadezhda, Emilia, Maria, 
Margarita — creating the 
name Yeva NEMM. The ab-
breviation was immediately 
approved! The letter ‘a’ here 
is for my granddaughter’s 
father’s name: Andrey. He 
patiently takes us to presenta-
tions and helps with props. It 
would be a true challenge for 
us — three ladies — to cope 
without his male assistance!

An excerpt from the book
- Is this the real Francysk 

Skaryna?! Pinch me! — 
whispered rabbit Rosochka 
to Guzik, struck by what she 
saw.

- Oh, we have guests! — 
the delighted first printer ex-
claimed.

- Now, ladies and gentle-
men, where are you from? — 
he startled the stunned new-
comers with his loud voice.

- We’re from the 21st 
century. — said Alovak, who 
turned out to be bolder than 
the others.

- You’re truly far from 
home! There’s a five hundred 
year difference between us.

It was wise Skaryna’s turn 
to be surprised. With open in-
terest, he began asking ques-
tions of his guests from the 
future.

- What’s your life like? 
Do you have printing houses? 
Are books published? Do 
people read them?

- Everyone can read! 
— replied strutting cactus 
Pundik, main-
taining his 
reputation as 
a scientist 
in front of 
S k a r y n a . 
— So many 

books have been published 
that a person could live their 
whole life and not read them 
all.

Francysk Skaryna could 
hardly imagine how his dif-
ficulties, as the first book 
printer, would find fruition in 
bringing such education. He 
was inspired by the realisa-
tion that, after many centuries, 
books, those warehouses of 
knowledge, would be avail-
able to everyone. Children 
would call books their best 
friends. Really, all his efforts 
were not in vain.

What’s the book about?
The plot takes place on 

Duke Emeryk’s Stakhanko-
vsky estate. His daughter 
Alzhbeta, with her friend, 
Yaitska, gardener Alovak, 
rabbit Rosochka, crow Kar-
rilla and cactus Pundik, travel 

through time, with the help 

of a magic box. The cheerful 
company appears in the early 
16th century, at Francysk 
Skaryna’s printing house...

ABCs from St. Petersburg 
not enough for all

The pavilion of St. Peters-
burg publishing houses drew 
a crowd of children, eager to 
see editions of collected fairy 
tales and the special Fairy 
Alphabet, in full colour. Each 
of its letters is a work of art, 
with an encrypted Russian 
fairy tale: ‘L’ stands for Sister 
Fox, ‘X’ for Khavroshechka 
and ‘Ц’ symbolises The Frog 
Princess. The magic letters 
were drawn by famous artist 
Tatiana Mavrina. So many 
people were eager to buy a 
copy that it soon sold out. 

Young readers were de-
lighted with the theatrical per-
formance of Belarusian writer 
Alena Maslo, who presented 
My Name is Lokhneska, 
which explores the adventures 
of a dinosaur in a Belarusian 
pond.

Older children were keen 
to meet famous writers An-
drey Zhvalevsky and Yev-
genia Pasternak. Many had 
already read their latest book 
— While I’m on Edge — and 
were eager to share their im-
pressions. Some fans even ar-
rived in Minsk from Moscow.

During breaks between 
presentations, young book 
lovers crowded near the 
wooden printing press, rec-
reated by historian Vladimir 
Lihodedov, without nails, re-
lying on ancient engravings 
and drawings. Everyone had 
the chance of ‘printing’ a page 
from Skaryna’s Bible.

Tale of Skaryna, written 
by twelve hands
Zvyazda Publishing House releases book for children — 
Visiting Francysk Skaryna — by Yeva NEMM, to mark jubilee

Minsk family invent magical stories while drinking tea: Margarita, Emilia, Yelena, Nadezhda, Victoria, and Maria (from left to right)

Visiting Francysk Skaryna book cover
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By Igor Svitov

After eighty-five days 
without a head coach, 
Belarusian Football Fed-
eration appoints Igor kri-
ushenko as acting head 
coach, replacing Alex-
ander khatskevich, with 
twenty-four days remain-
ing before qualifying 
match against Sweden

Igor Kriushenko, 53, also 
leads the major league foot-
ball club of Torpedo-BelAZ, 
from Zhodino, so will share 
his time between the national 
team and the Zhodino club 
(which he has been coach-
ing since 2012). Last season, 
Torpedo-BelAZ won the Be-
larus Cup for the first time, 
smashing Borisov’s BATE in 
the finals. Igor Kriushenko’s 
debut with the national team 
will take place on March 25th, 
in Stockholm, when the squad 
will play a World Champion-
ship qualifying match against 
Sweden.

Fulfilling 
obligations

MT REFERENCE
Mr. kriushenko comments 
on his new post:
Of course, it’s always pleasant, 
and an honour, to head a 
team; at the same time, it’s a 
true responsibility. I understand 
that a huge amount of work is 
needed. At the same time, it’s 
a challenge. I’m always eager 
to respond to a challenge, with 
dignity. 
Will it be problematic to 
coach both the club and the 
national team?
I see no major problems. It’s 
important to have assistants in 
such a situation.

Igor Kriushenko

By Kirill Karin

The Belarusian covered the 7.5km 
distance with two target ranges in 19 
minutes, 38.8 seconds — hitting every 
target. The triple Sochi Olympic cham-
pion was outpaced by Norwegian Tiril 
Ekhoff, who skied in 19 minutes, 18.4 
seconds (0+0) and the leader of the 
World Cup’s standings, Laura Dal-
mayer from Germany: 19 minutes, 
36.7 seconds (0+1).

After returning to competitions in 
January, Darya has won her second 
medal: at the World Championships in 
Hochfilzen, she was placed second in 
the pursuit race.

“I was slightly tired after the race 
but I’m glad and happy with my prize 
placement,” the Belarusian said, at a 
press conference after the Kontiolahti 
sprint. “This often happens but I’m 

happy with the result. I was behind 
Laura Dalmayer by only two seconds 
but am not upset about this. In my situ-
ation, of returning to training just a few 
months ago and only returning to com-
petitions in January, every World Cup 
medal is a great success.”

As to what she was thinking before 
the start of the race, Darya reveals, 
“I felt positive. I love the sprint. Many 
athletes like this race and want to oc-

cupy a foremost place. I’m very glad 
that, before the pursuit race, I’d taken a 
high place. My accurate shooting ena-
bled me to achieve a great result.”

Darya is enjoying motherhood, 
although it’s brought many changes 
in how she organises her training and 
schedule. Fortunately, her husband, 
Ole-Einar Bjoerndalen, is being very 
supportive, as is her family.

The Belarusian biathlete failed to 

join the three winners the following 
day, after the pursuit race, missing two 
targets at the first shooting range, push-
ing her down into 24th place. Howev-
er, Darya did much better in the second 
half of the race, demonstrating excel-
lent skiing. She failed to reach third 
place, sadly, finishing behind Italian 
Liza Vitozzi by only two seconds.

In 2015, Darya Domracheva 
claimed the Big Crystal Globe.

Darya Domracheva 
back on form again
Belarusian 
biathlete takes 
third place in 
sprint at World 
Cup stage, 
held in Finnish 
Kontiolahti

Timofey 
Kalachev 
has scored 
vital goal
By Alexey Grishin

Footballers from Rostov 
and Manchester United 
draw in first match of 1/8 
finals of Europa League

Pitch conditions in Ros-
tov-on-Don were far from 
ideal, making it difficult for 
either team to show their true 
talent. In the first half, there 
had been no close shots at 
goal. However, just ten min-
utes before halftime, Man-
chester United’s captain, 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, passed to 
Henrik Mkhitaryan, who sent 
the ball into the net.

In the second half, the 
Rostov squad began to take 
the initiative, with Bela-
rusian midfielder Timofey 
Kalachev, passing to Alex-
ander Bukharov in the 53rd 
minute, resulting in an equal-
ising goal. With the score 
standing at 1:1, little more of 
note happened until twenty 
minutes before the final 
whistle, when Kalachev and 
MU coach Jose Mourinho 
exchanged sharp words. The 
Belarusian received a warn-
ing card, which prohibits him 
from playing in the return 
match at Old Trafford.

By Semen Bondarev

Belarus’ mini-football 
team defeats Slovaks 
twice in friendly matches

After defeat in the first 
match, the Slovaks kicked off 
the second more decisively, 
forcing Belarus to defend 
hard, and creating a real chal-
lenge for our national squad 
to counterattack. The Slovak 
team repeatedly attacked Vy-
acheslav Shcherbachenya’s 
net without success, while 
Andrey Tolmach’s trainees 
played strategically. Just two 
minutes before halftime, 
Vladimir Zhigalko opened 
the score and, at the begin-
ning of the second half, Ser-
gey Krykun and Vladislav Se-
lyuk brought it to 3: 0 within 
just two minutes. The Slo-

vaks fought back, narrowing 
the gap to just one goal, and 
almost equalised in the final 
seconds. Fortunately, the ball 
hit the bar. 

The match was the hun-
dredth for Belarus’ captain, 
Alexander Chernik, who 
received a special com-
memorative award from the 
Belarusian Association of 
Mini-Football.

During the match at 
Minsk’s Uruchie Sports Pal-
ace, Andrey Tolmach’s team 
enjoyed the initiative, with 
Alexey Chekhovsky opening 
the score in the 16th minute.

For both teams, friendly 
matches are a great way to 
prepare for the 2018 Euro-
pean Championship qualify-
ing tournament. From April 
8th-11th, Belarus will play in 

Tbilisi against Italy, Georgia 
and the Netherlands, in the 1st 
qualifying group. An away 
match against Poland will be 
a rehearsal for the Belarusian 
squad before leaving for the 
Georgian capital. In early 
April, the Slovaks will play 
in the 7th group, in Turkey, 
jointly with the hosts of the 
tournament and teams from 
France and Russia.

Winners of seven qualify-
ing quartets will receive direct 
tickets to the final stage. The 
teams in second place and the 
best squad among those in 
third place in playoffs match-
es will determine another four 
finalists for the continental 
championship. The Slovenian 
capital, Ljubljana, will host fi-
nals in January and February 
2018.

Assessing 
strength 
before major 
competitions 
By Kirill Karin

Germany’s Alexander 
Nobis and Belarusian 
Irina Prosentsova win 
Modern Pentathlon 
Open Championship, in 
Minsk

Irina Prosentsova, from 
Gomel,  obtained 1,381 
points — ahead of Belaru-
sian Olga Silkina and Tati-
ana Khaldoba. In the men’s 
tournament, German pen-
tathlete Alexander Nobis 
scored an impressive 1,500 
points, with Fabian Leibig, 
also of Germany, placed sec-
ond. Bronze went to Belaru-
sian Alexander Povpe.

Minsk’s Modern Pen-
tathlon Open Champion-
ship gathered athletes from 
Belarus, Germany, Latvia 
and Russia, competing at 
modern sports centres in the 
capital.

The next major event for 
the national team will be the 
second stage of the World 
Cup, held in Cairo from 
22nd to 26th March.

100th 
match 
for the 
captain
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Darya Domracheva in firing position
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Moment from first Belarus-Slovakia match
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Socio-political Weekly

MUSEUM OF MINSK CITY 
HISTORY
2A Gertsen Street
Until 31st. March. Minsk’s Horse Railway

NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM OF BELARUS
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 26th March. Road to Life Tree   Until 
9th April. Vladimir Mulyavin: Heritage of 
Great Maestro   Until 9th April. MirRazh
Until 16th April. Interactive exhibition: 
Anatomy of Miracle   Until 1st June 2017. 
From Romanian Dinary to Belarusian Rouble

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue 
Until 31st March. Captured Moments   Until 
1st May. Vladimir Akulov: Moments of Life   
Until 30th June. Exhibition of wax figures: 
Miraculous Travel

TSEKH
16 Oktyabrskaya Street
Until 19th March. Music without Borders

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
MODERN ARTS
47 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 28th March. Loshitsa Diary

MUSEUM OF MODERN 
BELARUSIAN STATE
38 Karl Marx Street
Until 31st March. Belarus and China: 25 
Years of Successful Co-operation

YAKUB KOLAS STATE LITERARY 
MUSEUM
5 Akademicheskaya Street
Until 30th September 2017. In Waves 
of Endless Movement: Along Kolas’ 
Automobile Paths

MUSEUM OF THEATRICAL AND 
MUSICAL CULTURE HISTORY
5 Muzykalny Lane
Until 24th March. Guitars of Past Epoch

MUSEUM OF BELARUS’ 
MINIATURES
25 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Museum of Miniatures of Belarusian Sights 
permanent exhibition

HOUSE-MUSEUM OF RSDRP 
FIRST SESSION
31a Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 26th March. Soviet Poster   Until 2nd 
April. Exhibition of experiments: Science 
Museum

MUSEUM OF BELARUSIAN 
FOLK ART IN RAUBICHI
Raubichi village
Until 30th April. Wedding of Western 
Polesie

CENTRAL BOTANICAL GARDEN 
OF BELARUS’ NAS
Kalinin Square
Until 30th April. Lemon Tree Nursery; 
Colours and Songs of Tropics

BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
16.03. Iolanthe   17.03. Carmina Burana. 
Grand Pas from Paquita ballet. Polovets 
Dances   18.03. The Masked Ball   
19 and 21.03. The Swan Lake   22.03. 
Figaro’s Wedding   23.03. Viva la Mamma!

BELARUSIAN STATE ACADEMIC 
MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
16.03. Once in Chicago   17.03. Mary 
Poppins   18.03. Cherry in Chocolate   
19.03. Adventures of Kay and Gerda 
(Snow Queen); Jane Eyre   20.03. 
Dubrovsky   21.03. My Wife is a Liar   
22.03. Shalom Aleichem!   23.03. Sofia 
Golshanskaya

YANKA KUPALA NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC THEATRE
7 Engels Street
16.03. The Seagull   17.03. Evening   
18.03. Art   19.03. Crystal Shoe; Paulinka   
21.03. School of Taxpayers   
22.03. Local Cabaret   23.03. Two Souls

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
16.03. Caught in the Net   17.03. 
Innkeeper   18.03. The Visit   
19.03. Tricks of Khanuma   21.03. 
Testosterone   22.03. Pygmalion   
23.03. Double Eternity

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
16.03. Nobody Ever Said Life Would Be 
Easy   17 and 18.03. Pygmalion   19.03. 
Who Laughs Last   21 and 22.03. The 
Mechanical Man  23.03. An Unnamed Star

MODERN ARTS THEATRE
5 Oktyabrskaya Street
18.03. Mad Money   
19.03. House Upside-down

REPUBLICAN THEATRE 
OF BELARUSIAN DRAMA
44 Kropotkin Street
16.03. Everything Is She   17.03. 
Chernobyl Prayer   18.03. Golden Heart; 
If No Tomorrow   19.03. Steps to Vytok   
20.03. Parallels of Love   21.03. The 
Broken Nest   22.03. Portrait   23.03. 
Medea Syndrome

BELARUSIAN REPUBLICAN 
YOUNG SPECTATOR’S THEATRE
26 Engels Street
16.03. Belarusian Vaudevilles   18.03. 
My Little Enchantress   19.03. Poliana   
21.03. Taras on Parnassus   23.03. 
Savage Hunt of King Stakh

BELARUSIAN STATE PUPPET 
THEATRE
20 Engels Street
17.03. Boat of Despair   18.03. Morozko
19.03. Pippi Longstocking

AGENDA12
Picture of the week
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