
Roots of our culture
Kolyady, which lasted from Christmas Eve to Epiphany, was the main winter holiday for the ancestors of modern 
Belarusians. It was associated primarily with the winter solstice and symbolised the beginning of a new year 
– both solar and agricultural. Mummers, carols, presenting carollers with gifts, games and fortune-telling were 
indispensable attributes of the holiday. The Slavs believed that the arrival of carollers in the house is a sure sign 

that the whole year will be full of happiness and health.
Kolyady has remained a favourite holiday for many Belarusians in our time. Both families 
and the Belarusian people are brought together by traditions that are passed down from 
generation to generation. Celebrating Kolyady is one of such beautiful ancient rites.

Cheese master, 
Kolyady Tsars, one 
of the best biathlon 
coaches: getting to
know the talents of 
the Kopyl District
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Industrial 
tourism is gaining 
popularity all  
over the world. 
Belarus does not 
stand aside.

During the Vitebsk Kolyady fest
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To preserve the heroic legacy and truth, to prevent new challenges and threats, to make adjustments to the work on the 
patriotic education of young people: what else was discussed at the meeting on the implementation of historical policy

Under the sign of the truth
By Polina Konoga, Svetlana Isaenok

The first big meeting in the coming 
year at the Palace of Independence was de-
voted to the implementation of historical 
policy. Aleksandr Lukashenko announced 
the purpose of the issues under discussion,

“We must prevent new challenges 
and threats in the sphere of national 
memory... The task is to prevent the 
development of ideas that could un-
dermine the country in the future.”

Preserve the legacy
The participants of the event include 

scientists, historians, experts. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko noted that the coming Year of 
Historical Memory ‘will be marked by the 
preservation of the heroic heritage and truth 

about all periods of the life of the Belaru-
sian people’. It is necessary to systematise 
historical research, memorial complexes, 
to determine the dates, events, personal-
ities that should be immortalised for the 
future, to make adjustments to the work 
on the patriotic education of children and 
youth based on the facts of the heroic deeds 
of Belarusians. The President assesses the 
importance of these processes, “Today all 
this work is one of the most important di-
rections of ensuring the national security 
of Belarus. And this means that you and I 
will have to pay the closest attention to the 

issues of the so-called historical policy.”
In this regard, an important remark 

from the Head of State,
“For the first time in the years of 

our independence, we put these two 
concepts — ‘history’ and ‘politics’ 
— side by side. Until now, we have 
tried not to politicise history. The po-
litical course of the country chosen 
by the Belarusian people was aimed 
at maintaining good relations, first of 
all, with our neighbours.”

Tool in the hands of politicians
The President recalled that some of 

our neighbours have built their own hi- 
storical policy, formed institutions and 
programmes, building concepts for very 
specific political goals,

“For some, as I have already said, 
Belarus is a launch pad for an attack 
on Russia. Others suffer from phan-
tom pains — everyone is looking for 
their historical lands here. Nehither 
the former nor the latter need sover-
eign Belarus and the Belarusian peo-
ple. Considerable funds have been 
thrown for these purposes since the 
90s, when the period of frantic politi-
cisation of history began.

It was turned upside down. Society 
was split. We were on the step away from 
the loss of national statehood. Not without 

the help of Soros and related people, who 
took up the publication of new textbooks 
on the history of Belarus.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko drew attention 
to the fact that until 1994, the American-led 
‘svyadomyya’ (so-called opposition) man-
aged to rewrite a lot and teach this to the 
children, “Those pupils and students 
brought up on the historical fakes created 
at that time are parents themselves today. 
Now we see the result of the romanticisa-
tion imposed on us in those years and the 
emphasis on certain periods in the history 
of the Belarusian people. In the minds of 
some of our youth, Napoleon, who prom-
ised to restore the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth, is a ‘liberator’...”

However, the President stressed, there 
is nothing to be surprised at, given that 

there were more portraits of Lithuanian 
and Polish nobility throughout the country 
than, for example, heroes of the Great Pa-
triotic War or modern history,

“We saw the fruits of such a ‘pa-
triotic’ upbringing in 2020. But every 
cloud has a silver lining. Thanks to 
these events, now everyone knows the 
true history of the symbol of the occu-
pation of their native land and the be-
trayal of the Belarusian people. Many 
who hung white-red-white flags on 
their windows today are ashamed of 
this. They understand who controlled 

them. The bad thing is that in this 
case we had to react to events. And 
they should have been prevented. 
We must admit that the pages of our 
national history have turned into an 
information battlefield. And it is not 
something new.”

National security factor
Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised,

“Today, historical politics for us 
is a strategy of self-preservation in 
the context of a global redistribution 
of spheres of influence in the world. 
This is a national security factor.”

The President gave an example,
“For example, let’s call the pe-

riod of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth the occupation of the 
Belarusian land by the Poles in his-
tory textbooks, as well as in castle 
and museum expositions. Ethnocide 
of Belarusians. And what was it for 
our ancestors? The native language, 
culture, faith were prohibited. People 
could not do anything, couldn’t be 
human. The barons exchanged Bela-
rusian peasants for dogs. But the peo-
ple survived and, moreover, preserved 
their uniqueness.”

The Head of State drew attention to 
the speculations that are on the topic of 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, “Modern 
Lithuanians have actually privatised the 
legacy of this state formation. But what 
was there of Lithuanian origin? The lan-
guage was ours, the Constitution — the 
Statute — was written in it. The domi-
nant faith was Orthodoxy. The territory 
was mainly Belarusian, Ukrainian and 
partially Russian lands. The people were 
80 percent ours. Slavs. And these are the 
main attributes and signs of statehood. In 
addition, when the Polotsk and Turov prin-
cipalities thundered throughout Europe as 
centres of spirituality and enlightenment, 
the ancestors of the Lithuanians still lived 
in the darkness of paganism and conducted 
a primitive economy. I say it just as it is.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko  
signed the Law ‘On the Genocide  
of the Belarusian People’

The law provides for the legal recognition of the 
genocide of the Belarusian people committed by Nazi 
criminals and their accomplices during the Great Pa-
triotic War and the post-war period (until 1951). The 
Belarusian people means all Soviet citizens who lived 
in the territory of the BSSR during the specified period.

At the same time, criminal liability is established 
for public denial of the genocide of the Belarusian 
people, for example, by posting relevant information 
in the media or on the Internet.

The implementation of the law will contribute 
to the inadmissibility of distorting the results of the 
Great Patriotic War, as well as the cohesion of the 
Belarusian society.

Reported by the Press Service  
of the President
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Iron brotherhood and all-weather partnership

President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko and Presi-
dent of the People’s Republic of China Xi Jinping had a tele-
phone conversation. As the press service of the Belarusian 
leader reported, the Heads of State discussed a wide range 
of issues on the international, bilateral and domestic agenda.

Belarus and China will soon mark an important date in 
the history of bilateral co-operation — the 30th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic relations. In this regard, 
the leaders exchanged congratulations and substantively 
discussed ongoing projects and opportunities for expand-
ing co-operation in many areas. The parties agreed to deep-
en mutually beneficial co-operation between the countries 
and to promote the China-Belarus comprehensive strategic 
partnership to continuously achieve new results.

It was emphasised that China and Belarus effectively 
co-operate in multilateral organisations and firmly support 
each other in protecting their main interests, which reflects 
the strategic value of the Chinese-Belarusian co-operation.

Touching upon the current international agenda, the 

President of Belarus and the President of the PRC ex-
changed views on the situation in Kazakhstan. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko informed his colleague about the activities of 
the CSTO peacekeeping forces in this country and the re-
sults of the extraordinary meeting of the CSTO Collective 
Security Council.

In the conversation, Aleksandr Lukashenko and Xi 
Jinping also touched upon topics related to countering the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well as interaction in the human-
itarian sphere.

Based on materials of sb.by and belta.by

China opposes any interference of external forces in the internal affairs of Belarus

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
hereby reports

In its statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
PRC following the telephone conversation, emphasised 
the following,

“China opposes the interference of external 
forces in the internal affairs of Belarus and, as 
always, supports Belarus in following the devel-
opment path corresponding to its own national 
conditions. Both sides must uphold the common 
values of all humankind, guide the international 
community in shaping a correct view of democ-
racy and human rights, and contribute to the 
implementation of the Global Development Ini-
tiative and the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development.”
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By Yevgeny Kononovich

On January 7th, Orthodox believers 
celebrated one of the main religious hol-
idays — Christmas. According to a long 
and good tradition, the Head of State 
was with the parishioners on this day. 
The President lit a Christmas candle in 
the Church of the Venerable Optina El-
ders in Minsk and warmly congratulated 
everyone on the bright holiday. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko recalled the main values and 
moral guidelines,

“We must finally understand that 
life is not only about filling the stom-
ach... There are some moral founda-
tions. First of all, patriotism and love 
for our land, in the name of which we 
must live and educate our children. 
Let’s think about the kids. This is the 
main thing. This is the basis of our 
current policy.”

A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step

The distinguished guest was met in 
the church by the Metropolitan of Minsk 
and Zaslavl, Patriarchal Exarch of All Be-
larus Veniamin, as well as the pupils of the 
Sunday school of the parish. The President 
presented Christmas gifts to the children. 
Then, along with his youngest son Nikolai, 
according to tradition, he lit a Christmas 
candle and, of course, talked with people 
who came to the festive service,

“I really cherish visiting these 
small wooden, very soulful temples of 
ours. Here, it seems to me, is the whole 
truth of the Belarusian people.”

The conversation was, however, 
not only about the spiritual. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko considered it necessary to 
speak out, as they say, on the most burn-
ing issues. He spoke openly about painful 
things, about what worries him. Moreo-

ver, he especially noted that one must not 
lie in the church, “If there is nothing to 
say, then there is no need to say. There-
fore, I adhere to the practice that here it 
is necessary to speak sincerely, from the 
heart and only the truth.”

And, of course, there was a lot to say. 
We have lived through another difficult 
year. According to Aleksandr Lukashenko, 
it was better for Belarus than 2020, but 
just as insightful,

“It was a lesson for us. We had 
time to analyse everything we did...”

The Head of State admitted that lately 
he has arrived at the idea that ‘this was 

the warning from the Lord’, “That we do 
not live quite right, that we did and do not 
quite rightly. Not just the President, the 
authorities in general, but we as a people. 
Therefore, He warned us that if we con-
tinue to live like this, we will face very 
big problems.”

One of these problems named by  
Aleksandr Lukashenko, which we are 
already dealing with, is the pandemic, 
“Time passed, and you and I made cer-
tain conclusions, and not only us. Now 
everyone has followed our example... Of 
course, we are not so rich. We do not have 
the resources that certain countries have. 

But even our ‘non-believers’ say 
that the country did the impossible. 
Everything in the world has col-
lapsed, but Belarus is holding on. It 
holds on because we held on both in 
2020 and 2021. And, probably, He 
[the Lord] helped us in this. A jour-
ney of a thousand miles begins with 
a single step. This was the character-
istic of the last year. We have over-
come all adversity.”

Preserve our sovereignty 
and independence

Today, many countries are faced with 
terrible challenges and threats, so it is no 
coincidence that the President spoke a lot 
about geopolitics in his speech. Including 
the situation in Kazakhstan.

Aleksandr Lukashenko warns that this 
year the world will change dramatically,

“The world will change in terms 
of uniting peoples and states. It will 
not just be difficult for states like us 
to survive alone — it will be impos-
sible. Therefore, I took a tougher 
course to preserve our sovereignty 
and independence.

For us to be a state, but in close 
connection with our closest friends and 
brothers. Who are they? This is Russia. 
This is Kazakhstan. This is Ukraine. It 
doesn’t matter what is happening there 
today. The people there are destitute to 
the extreme. It cannot go on that long. 
And we need to do everything to return 
Ukraine to the bosom of our true faith.”

According to Aleksandr Lukashenko, 
a split has occurred in Ukraine even in 
religious directions, which will be very 
difficult to overcome, “This is what they 
wanted to present to us in 2020 — auto-
cephaly, a split in our church, and so on. 
We avoided that. And I don’t want this to 
happen again.”

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev:
Having a numerical advantage of at least five times, the 
bandits attacked police officers and servicemen, beat them 
with extreme cruelty. Two servicemen were beheaded. The 
aggression simultaneously covered 11 regions. But the main 
blow was directed against Almaty... The terrorists expected to 
draw off the law-enforcement forces in order to then strike at 
the capital of Kazakhstan. In fact, it was a real terrorist war, 
unleashed against our state by a variety of methods. I am 
confidently talking about the direct participation of terrorists, 
including foreign militants... There is a plan to form a chaos 
zone in our territory with the subsequent seizure of power.
President of Russia Vladimir Putin:
We understand that the events in Kazakhstan are not the first 
and far from the last attempt to interfere from outside in the 
internal affairs of our states. I agree with Aleksandr Lukashenko 
here. And the measures taken by the CSTO clearly showed that 
we will not allow the situation at home to be rocked and we 
will not allow the scenario of the so-called colour revolutions 
to be implemented... Certain forces do not shy away from us-
ing cyberspace and social networks to recruit extremists and 
terrorists, and create sleeping cells of militants. In this regard, 
I believe it expedient to instruct the Committee of Secretaries 
of the CSTO Security Council to submit proposals for jointly 
countering attempts at destructive external interference in the 
CSTO’s area of responsibility.
President of Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon:
I believe that terrorists have no homeland, no religion, no na-
tionality, they must be destroyed, wherever they are. The fight 
against the destructive activities of extremists and terrorists, 
Islamic radicals and various criminals has not stopped in our 
country for the past 30 years... We in Tajikistan are fighting 
with all our might against the agitation and subversive work 
of emissaries of banned organisations... We need to create a 
security belt around Afghanistan. The situation at the border 
gets more complicated every day. Fighting is taking place 
right on the border between the Taliban members themselves.

Based on materials of sb.by and belta.by

Spiritual benchmarks
Lessons from the past and morality as 

the basis of Belarusian politics. What the 
President spoke about in the Minsk church.

Security is a collective business
The President of Belarus took part in an extraordinary session of the CSTO Collective Security 
Council on the situation in Kazakhstan, which was held in the format of a videoconference

The central topic was the 
situation in the Republic of 
Kazakhstan and measures to 
normalise it. All the heads of 
the CSTO member states and 
the Secretary General of the 
organisation Stanislav Zas also 
took part in the Collective Se-
curity Council meeting.

The Kazakhstan leader 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev said 
that his country had experi-
enced a massive crisis, the 
worst in 30 years of independ-
ence, and thanked the leaders of 
the CSTO, including Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, for their political 
and military brotherhood.

The President of Belarus 
stressed,

“The analysis of events 
in Kazakhstan shows the 
presence of an external fac-
tor. Their scenario is rec-
ognisable. You don’t have 
to go far for analogies: Yu-
goslavia, Iraq, Libya, Syria, 
Ukraine, Afghanistan. Not 
so long ago Belarus expe-
rienced a similar combined 
onslaught.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
added that the events showed 
that many international terror-
ists had accumulated on the 
borders of Kazakhstan.

“In order to overcome these 

negative tendencies in our 
post-Soviet republics, in this 
case in Kazakhstan, it is impos-
sible to solve this problem only 
within the framework of Ka-
zakhstan, even if it is a gigan-
tic country. As we see it, I am 
absolutely convinced of this, 
the closest peoples — Kazakh-
stan and Kyrgyzstan — should 
jointly try to solve the difficult 
problems that have been inher-
ited and that have been created 
by us in the post-Soviet peri-
od,” said the Head of State.

According to Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, the official Tash-
kent should also learn from the 
events: according to the avail-
able information, ‘Uzbekistan 
could also become the focus of 
attention’.

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
noted the timeliness and effi-
ciency of the decision to bring 
the Collective Peacekeeping 
Forces to Kazakhstan. He also 
spoke in favour of improving 
the CSTO,

“Serious challenges 
await us in the future. It is 
necessary to strengthen the 
CSTO, calmly and system-
atically build up all its com-
ponents, and above all, its 
peacekeeping potential.”

At the same time, accord-

ing to Aleksandr Lukashenko, 
one should not be ashamed and 
look at the West or its individ-
ual states. In his opinion, the 
introduction of the Collective 
Peacekeeping Forces of the 
CSTO violated the plans of 
the customers and executors 
of the conflict provoked in 
Kazakhstan.

The Head of State also con-
siders it necessary to timely re-
veal the forces that, under cer-
tain conditions, are capable of 
crossing the red line, embark-
ing on the path of violence, as 
well as to strictly suppress their 
destructive activities.

The President of Belarus 
noted that now there is a good 
reason for some time to get to-
gether and talk about Tajikistan, 
“The President of Tajikistan 
has been asking us for material 
support, primarily with mili-
tary equipment, for years. And 
we need to do it. So that later 
it will not cost us more, as with 
Kazakhstan. Almost 200 air-
craft flights, we airlifted huge 
equipment. Fortunately, Russia 
agreed to this. I would not like 
for the same to happen to Tajik-
istan. We’d better provide our 
support now. This also applies 
to other republics. Conclusions 
must be made.”
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Number one issue
The draft of the new Constitution is one of the elements  
of a powerful foundation for the further development of Belarus

By Dmitry Shamko, Maksim 
Osipov, Diana Shestakevich

On the threshold  
of a new system of public 
administration

There is already a vision of 
what scope of work will have to 
be mastered if the public sup-
ports the innovations within 
the framework of the national 
discussion and at the upcom-
ing referendum. As Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said, if the people 
approve of the new draft, the 
current government will have 
to rebuild the state administra-
tion system in the country ac-
cordingly and make appropriate 
adjustments in the legislation. If 
you look at the draft of the new 
Constitution, it becomes clear 
that, in accordance with it, the 
President has somewhat fewer 
powers, while the vertical pow-
er structure, on the contrary, 
is expanding. The Belarusian 
People’s Congress stands apart 
— it acquires a special constitu-
tional status.

The efficiency of the 
Belarusian People’s
Congress is time-tested

Since 1996, the Belarusian 
People’s Congress has been 
held every five years in Bela-
rus, and it, taking into account 
the opinions of the majority of 
citizens, has made the most im-
portant decisions: programmes 
of socioeconomic development 
and other fundamental docu-
ments. It also summarises the 
results of domestic and foreign 
policy of the state. It became 
obvious that life itself proved 

the need to give this democrat-
ic body a constitutional status. 
Indeed, due to its efficiency and 
effectiveness, the Belarusian 
People’s Congress has earned 
the right to become the high-
est representative body of the 
country and receive a special 
status. As reported by the Head 
of the President Administra-
tion Igor Sergeyenko, accord-
ing to the new draft Constitu-

tion, about 1,200 people will be 
elected as the delegates of the 
Belarusian People’s Congress 
for 5 years, while maintaining 
the corresponding status for 
the same period. The People’s 
Congress will be responsible 
for the solution of the most 
important st rategic issues. 
The draft also envisages the 
election of heads and judges 
of the Supreme and Constitu-
tional Courts and the Central 
Election Commission to the 
Belarusian People’s Congress. 

In simple terms, there is a pos-
sibility of creating a kind of 
‘collective President’ endowed 
with fairly broad powers. And 
its decisions will be binding on 
state bodies and officials.

For fair elections  
and historical justice

For the first time in the draft 
of the Basic Law of the country, 
a ban on financing election cam-

paigns from abroad is spelled out 
— the need to take such a meas-
ure is caused both by the events 
of the year before last and by 
incidents that took place in other 
election campaigns. Destructive 
elements are trying to use foreign 
funding to achieve their unscru-
pulous goals — a serious barrier 
must be put in their way.

The preservation of histor-
ical truth and memory directly 
correlates with the search for 
the very national idea that we 
have been discussing for many 

years. This point was brought 
up by life itself — almost 
80 years have passed since 
the Great Patriotic War. The 
further we move away from 
those events, the more mag-
nificent the feat of our people 
becomes. Unfortunately, par-
ticipants and eyewitnesses of 
that war are passing away, and 
modern youth often receive 
distorted information through 

the prism of the Internet and 
foreign propaganda. And the 
events of recent times have 
shown that they are trying 
to completely turn the his-
tory upside down and use it 
against us as a powerful ele-
ment of a hybrid war. Taking 
into account these factors, the 
members of the Constitutional 
Commission rightly decided 
that the issues of the need to 
preserve the historical memo-
ry of the people should be duly 
reflected in the Basic Law.

BRSM Youth Union
The Belarusian Republi-

can Youth Union (BRSM) has 
launched a series of open dia-
logues The Power of the Law. 
The main purpose of the meet-
ings is to discuss with the youth 
the draft amendments and ad-
ditions to the Constitution. The 
Constitutional Court became 
the platform for the first large-
scale youth discussion.

The meeting was held in 
a mixed format — offline and 
online, bringing together more 
than 200 par ticipants. The 
speaker of the discussion was 
the Chairman of the Constitu-
tional Court, Chairman of the 
Constitutional Commission 
Piotr Miklashevich. Activists 
of the Belarusian Republican 
Youth Union, representatives 
of the Central Election Com-
mission, the National Centre 
for Legal Information, and the 
deputies joined the dialogue. 
The First Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Belaru-
sian Republican Youth Union, 
Aleksandr Lukyanov, noted 
dur ing this dialogue, “We 
have planned more than 860 
platforms for discussing the 
draft amendments and addi-
tions to the Constitution, there 
is an online reception on the 
Belarusian Republican Youth 
Union website, where applica-
tions from young citizens who 
are interested in the preserva-
tion of historical memory and 
traditional family values are 
received daily. Young people 
are proactive and it is impor-
tant for them that their voice is 
heard.”

The nationwide discussion of the new draft continues. At this stage, it is not only  
the reaction ‘approve’ or ‘do not approve’ that is important, but a clearly grounded  
and constructive position.
Undoubtedly, 2021 will rightfully go down in history as a year of titanic work on the creation 
of a draft of amendments and additions to the Basic Law. A huge number of meetings took 
place in different formats — from dialogue platforms and discussions in the Constitutional 
Commission to adjustments by professional lawyers and consultations of statesmen from the 
working group. The new Constitution is a new system of government.

Valery Yanchuk, Associate Pro-
fessor of the Department of 
Civil Law and Civil Procedure, 
Vitebsk State University named 
after Piotr Masherov:
The principle of the unity of the 
people should be more fully imple-
mented in the new Constitution. It is 
this kind of unity in modern realities 
that is the main obstacle to external 
aggression of the collective West, 
led by the United States, against 
our country and Russia. Obviously, 

it should be based on an ideology that expresses national 
interests and is implemented by the authorities in the course 
of the policy of socioeconomic, as well as spiritual and moral 
development of the Belarusian people.

O P I N I O N S
Andrei Matelsky, Director of the National 
Centre for Legal Information:
Currently, we receive about 300 proposals from cit-
izens per day. And as long as there is such an activ-
ity, as long as people speak out in large numbers, 
we will carry out this work and take everything 
into account. Already on the first day, we received 
about 200 responses, opinions and proposals from 
citizens. People are interested in making their own 
suggestions on this document. We had more than 
a thousand proposals from citizens, we are work-
ing on their systematisation and generalisation. 

Approximately 98 percent of the responses are aimed at supporting the 
provisions of the draft brought up for discussion, sometimes people ex-
press their specific vision on a particular issue. And our task is to take into 
account the opinion of everyone.
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No winners Belarus supports the statement  
of the leaders of the Nuclear Five  
on the prevention of an arms race

“There can be no winners in a nuclear war, and it must never be unleashed,” says 
a statement from the five nuclear powers: Russia, the United States, China, Britain 
and France. Such a joint statement is a rarity in these days of heightened confron-
tation between states.

Igor Khlobukin, Member of the 
Standing Commission on Ecolo-
gy, Nature Management and the 
Chernobyl Disaster of the House 
of Representatives of the National 
Assembly:
Priceless, unique amendments and ad-
ditions, based on the current Constitu-
tion and taking into account the needs 
of society, globalisation, risks, challeng-
es and threats of the modern world, will 
help to strengthen the constitutional 
system, make the sovereignty and in-

dependence of our state monolithic and lasting, capable of resisting 
sanctions and any colour revolutions... They will help to confidently 
walk the path to a multipolar world and multicurrency relations, avoid 
crises that are being forced in the country from the outside, and raise 
the development of civil society to a fundamentally new level by con-
necting the entire population, public organisations and parties to the 
issues of state governance through the newly introduced element of 
direct democracy — the Belarusian People’s Congress.

Anton Shpakov, 2nd year 
student at the Institute of 
Theology of Saints Methodius 
and Cyrill, BSU:
The most attention was drawn 
to the supplemented articles 
concerning the upbringing of 
the younger generation, the 
preservation of spiritual and 
moral values. It would seem that 
we are talking about life princi-
ples that have long become an 
integral part of everyday life. 
Nevertheless, you understand: 
time dictates its own rules. To 
keep what we have, this must be 
stipulated in the main law of the 
country.
The draft secures the reality at the legislative level. At the same 
time, it takes a step ahead of the curve in order to protect society, 
preserve and increase what the older generations lived and be-
lieved in. In particular, the addition that marriage is a union of a 
man and a woman. Ask our grandmothers and grandfathers about 
this ten years ago, they would be amazed that it could be other-
wise. But we see examples in many countries that are unusual for 
our consciousness, and there are enough of them. Moreover, fami-
ly ties are losing their strength. Perhaps, somewhere, this terrifying 
trend does not cause negative emotions, but our people are not 
ready for this.
By including this vital provision in the Constitution, we thereby ex-
press our attitude to this issue. For believers, it is very important. 
In the Holy Scriptures at the beginning of the Book of Genesis it is 
said that the Lord created the wife of Adam. We are talking about 
a woman, therefore, believers regard marriage exclusively as a 
union of a man and a woman. At the same time, an addition is be-
ing made to the Basic Law, emphasising that spouses have equal 
rights in marriage and family.

In accordance with the 1968 Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Russia, the 
United States, China, Britain and France are offi-
cially recognised nuclear powers and are perma-
nent members of the Security Council with the right 
to veto. There are at least four other countries in the 
world that have nuclear weapons with no official 
status of nuclear powers and the UN Security Coun-
cil veto right — these are Israel, India, Pakistan and 
North Korea.

The statement says that Russia, the United 
States, China, Britain and France see the priority 
task as ‘reducing strategic risks’ and also believe 
that ‘the further proliferation of such weapons must 
be prevented’.

The countries confirm that their ‘nuclear weap-
ons are not aimed at each other or at any other state’, 
remind of the importance of countering any nuclear 
threat and point to the need to maintain and comply 
with ‘bilateral and multilateral agreements and com-
mitments in the field of non-proliferation, disarma-
ment and arms control’. The document enshrines the 
desire of its participants to work ‘with all states in 
order to create a secure environment more favourable 
for progress in the field of disarmament with the ul-
timate goal of building a world free of nuclear weap-
ons, without prejudice to anyone’s security’.

“Belarus fully supports the statement of the lead-
ers of the five nuclear weapons states on the preven-
tion of nuclear war and the avoiding arms races,” 
stated the Press Secretary of the Belarusian Foreign 
Ministry Anatoly Glaz in response to BelTA.

“The Nuclear Five have essentially come to a 
consensus that there can be no winners in a nuclear 
war and that it should never be unleashed. Given 
the turbulence of international relations and the 
presence of serious interstate contradictions, this 
is not a formalism, but a very important fact. And 

here one cannot but appreciate the large-scale work 
carried out by our Russian colleagues who initiated  
this document,” said Anatoly Glaz.

The Foreign Ministry welcomed and declared 
its full support for this statement. “Including its call 
for constructive dialogue and joint work to reduce 
military confrontation, increase mutual trust and 
prevent an arms race in order to create a favourable 
environment for achieving progress in the field of 
disarmament and, ultimately, building a world free 
of nuclear weapons,” said the representative of the 
government body.

Anatoly Glaz recalled that Belarus was the 
first in the post-Soviet space to voluntarily re-
nounce the possession of nuclear weapons, and 
marked the 25th anniversary of the withdrawal 

of the last missile with a nuclear warhead from 
the country at the end of November 2021.

“We hope that the joint efforts of the leaders of 
the Nuclear Five, along with the extension of the 
Treaty between the United States of America and 
the Russian Federation on Measures for the Fur-
ther Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offen-
sive Arms in February 2021, will become the key 
to strengthening the global architecture of interna-
tional security, disarmament and non-proliferation, 
and will contribute to success of the Review Con-
ference on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons, which, we hope, will take place this year,” add-
ed in the Foreign Ministry.

Based on materials of sb.by and belta.by
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Industrial tourism is 
gaining popularity 
all over the world. 
Belarus does not 
stand aside: the 
enterprises of the 
Ministry of Industry 
offer such services. 
Our compatriots and 
foreigners come to 
factories to learn 
more about the his-
tory of enterprises, 
get acquainted with 
production technol-
ogies and try them-
selves in the role of 
machine builders. 
The Ministry of In-
dustry spoke about 
the state of industri-
al tourism, work in 
the pandemic and 
the prospects of the 
industry.

“In industrial tourism, of 
course, BELAZ is in the lead, it 
was a trailblazer. This flagship 
of the industry manufactures 
products similar to which you 
will not see in many other coun-
tries,” said the Press Secretary 
of the Ministry of Industry Oleg 
Slepchenko. “In addition, Minsk 
Tractor Works and Gomselmash 
are actively developing this area. 
As for other enterprises, for ex-
ample Minsk Automobile Plant, 
Mogilevliftmash, AMKODOR, 
Horizont, BELGEE, Minsk 
Motor Plant, they also do not 
abandon the idea of industrial 
tourism. There are programmes, 
projects that will come to life in 
the coming years.”

According to him, it is not 
difficult to come to an agreement 
with travel agencies to include 
visits to enterprises in the pro-
grammes of foreign guests stay 
in Belarus, in weekend tours or in 
vacation trips for school children. 
The main difficulty is in ensuring 
safety: it is necessary to develop 
such routes that would not inter-
sect with production lines.

Industrial tourism is not only 
income generation, but also the 
promotion of enterprises, brands, 
products. Career guidance is 
also important. “Now it is im-
portant to show that the current 
enterprises are modern robotic 
production with decent work-
ing conditions,” emphasized the 
representative of the Ministry of 
Industry. “It is necessary to tell 
about the bonuses that such work 
promises, to show the workshops 

in which people work, to give 
an opportunity to communicate 
with them. This is very useful 
for the management of factories 
in terms of who they will receive 
tomorrow as workers and where 
they will look for them. In my 
opinion, there is no better way 
to interest a potential employee.”

Last year, due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and border 
closures, there was a sharp 
drop in industrial tourism, but 
now the figures are gradually 
returning to the pre-COVID 
values. “If we talk, for exam-
ple, about BELAZ, in January 
2020 the number of tourists 
was 2,250, in June 2021 — 
1,752,” noted Oleg Slepchenko.

As for the further develop-
ment of industrial tourism in 
Belarus, he noted, that “This 
area in one way or another re-
quires investments, and today, 
when there is the coronavirus 
pandemic and certain political 
and economic pressure on the 
country, there are definitely 

more important areas that re-
quire an infusion of funds. That 
is why those enterprises, where 
industrial tourism was absent in 
principle, will most likely fail to 
develop it quickly, but there are 
projects and work is underway 
on them,” stated the specialist.

In December, the winners 
of the 19th Republican Tourism 
Competition Discover Bela-
rus 2021 were awarded. In the 
nomination Industrial Tourism 
Object of the Year, the Minsk 
Tractor Work became a winner, 
the special prize For an Individ-
ual Approach and Assistance in 
the Development of Industrial 
Tourism was awarded to the Be-
larusian Automobile Plant.

Belarusian Automobile 
Plant

BELAZ was the first in 
the Belarusian mechanical en-
gineering to open its doors to 
tourists. On July 15th, 2015, the 
enterprise began to implement 
the industrial tourism project 

BELAZ — the Brand of Belarus. 
It quickly gained momentum 
and became in demand. During 
this time, the plant was visited 
by about 150 thousand people. 
These are citizens of more than 
25 countries: Russia, Denmark, 
Jordan, Austria, China, Lebanon, 
Germany, Ukraine, Norway, 
USA, France, Georgia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Mol-
dova, Italy, Kazakhstan, Spain, 
Cuba, UAE and others. In 2020, 
the company was visited by 6.7 
thousand tourists. From January 
to September 2021, their number 
has already reached 9 thousand. 
Today, about three dozen travel 
agencies necessarily include a 
visit to BELAZ in programmes 
for foreign guests and weekend 
tours, and organise educational 
trips for school children.

“Every year the number of 
people who want to get into the 
world of huge machines and 

see the assembly of these giants 
is increasing. The places of per-
manent registration of our dump 
trucks — quarries — are a closed 
territory. It is not surprising that 
the guests of the enterprise are 
especially delighted by visiting 
an exhibition of samples of man-
ufactured equipment from babies 
to giants. To take advantage of a 
unique offer and to see this mir-
acle equipment only when you 
visit the Belarusian Automobile 
Plant,” stressed the representa-
tives of the plant.

The tour around the plant 
includes a visit to the BELAZ 
Museum of Labour Glory, 
where you can get acquainted 
with the history of the plant, 
which dates back to 1948. 
Tourists can also look into the 
world of production, see how 
career giants are created with a 
height of a three-story building, 
drive in the cab of a dump truck 
with a carrying capacity of 130 
tonnes. In addition, visitors are 

invited to take 
an initial train-
ing course on 
dr iving on a 
dynamic sim-
ulator and try 
themselves as a 
real test driver. 
The simulator 
fully reproduc-
es the real road 
conditions of 
the quarry in 
7D mode, you 
can change the 
weather con-
ditions. If the 
dr iver hits a 
virtual bump, 

he will definitely feel how the 
shock absorbers of the virtual 
dump truck have worked.

Minsk Tractor Works
Minsk Tractor Works began 

to develop industrial tourism in 
2017. For almost five years, the 
plant was visited by more than 
16.5 thousand people from 68 
countries and more than 130 
settlements of Belarus. The 
leaders in terms of the number 
of tourists are Russia, Estonia, 
Latvia, Germany and Lithuania.

At the enterprise, visitors are 
invited to learn the history of the 
plant, which dates back to 1946, 
to get acquainted with the pro-
duction of a tractor from machin-
ing parts to its final assembly on 
the main conveyor. After a tour of 
the workshops, you can inspect 
the finished equipment at the ex-
hibition and sit in the tractor cab.

In addition, guests can par-
ticipate in the creation of the 
legendary Belarusian tractor 
themselves. Under the guidance 
of experienced craftsmen, you 
can install the steering wheel 
and perform other technological 
operations, and finally receive a 
certificate confirming participa-
tion in the assembly of a specific 
model (more than 420 tourists 
have already received this). The 
uniform in which tourists work 
is specially developed.

During a tour of the plant, 
you can ride the most powerful 
serial tractor BELARUS 3522.

Based on materials  
of belta.by

Past and future  
of industrial tourism
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Either a gramophone, 
or a meat grinder

The Polotsk Museum of Local Studies recently celebrated its 95th anni-
versary. What kind of rarities can you see there, what quest can you take 
on and how to become an expert on the history of the capital of the 
most ancient East Slavic principality?

On New Year’s Eve, the Winter in the City exhibition, organised jointly with 
the Belarusian Union of Artists, opened at the Mikhail Savitsky Art Gallery

Fascinating exhibits of the Polotsk 
Museum of Local Studies

Registration address
The museum is located on the 

banks of the Zapadnaya Dvina, 
in a beautiful red-brick building 
of the late 19th century — a for-
mer Lutheran church. There is 
no other such neo-Gothic mon-
ument in Polotsk. The museum 
of local studies has been located 
here since 1950, and its first ex-
hibition was presented in another 
landmark place for the city.

“In preparation for the 95th 
anniversary of the museum, we 
went through all the archival 
documents, studied periodicals, 
starting from 1926, and discov-
ered a lot for ourselves,” said Iri-
na Vodneva, Head of the Polotsk 
Museum of Local Studies. This 
happened on Sunday, December 
26th, 1926. The exhibition was 
small, because in the Soviet 
years the emphasis was on the 
modern history. Nevertheless, 
the museum presented interest-
ing exhibits. By the 18th centu-
ry, there were many churches 
of different denominations and 
many representatives of Catho-
lic orders in Polotsk: Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Franciscans, Ber-
nardines. Each owned a whole 
monastery complex. Some of 
the items from the Dominican 
monastery were shown in the 
first exhibition of the museum.”

Approximately a year after 
the official opening, the muse-
um of local studies moved to the 
church, but it stayed here only 
for a short time. After the Great 
Patriotic War, it was again sta-
tioned in the St. Sophia Cathe-
dral for a short time. Now two 
floors of the church host several 

exhibition halls, the exhibits in 
which will tell how Polotsk be-
came the cradle of the Belaru-
sian statehood and spirituality.

7,000-year-old rarity
The collection of the museum 

has about 2 thousand exhibits. 
At first glance, the uniqueness 
of many of them is difficult to 
assess. Small fragments of an 
earthen vessel, iron household 
items... However, behind all these 
exhibits there is a history of sev-
eral thousand years.

“We have a very large arche-
ological collection,” says Irina 
Vodneva. “We even plan to open 
a separate museum. Now the most 
interesting things are on display. 
We include them in all the games 
and competitions that we hold.”

Among such rare specimens 
is Lustrator Polocki. The manu-
script book of the late 18th cen-
tury was presented in the first 
post-war exhibition. In 1772, the 
Polotsk lands on the right side of 
the Zapadnaya Dvina belonged 
to the Russian Empire, while 
the lands on the left belonged to 
the Polish-Lithuanian Common-
wealth. The Jesuits had property 
on both side, in connection with 
which a lustrator was sent here to 
inventory movable and immova-
ble property. It is interesting that 
he performed an analysis of prof-
its and expenses at the same time.

One of the rare items is a 
Viking sword. It was dug by an 
excavator from a depth of more 
than 3 m in the 1950s during the 
construction of a fiberglass plant. 
Presumably, there was a necropo-
lis at that place (such places were 

also called 
‘volotovki’ 
b e c a u s e 
volots (gi-
ant warriors) 
were  bu r ied 
there). The sword 
has survived in its entirety, per-
haps because this weapon was 
made of the best metal. When 
scientists from Moscow studied 
it under ultraviolet light, they 
found an inscription near the 
handle — Ulfberht. There are 
only 14 such swords throughout 
the former Soviet Union, and no 
more than 100 in Europe.

A molded pot of the 8th-9th 
centuries from the Polotsk set-
tlement. It was in that place that 
the first inhabitants of Polotsk 
settled more than a thousand 
years ago. The city was named 
after a tributary of the Zapad-
naya Dvina — Palata. Polotsk 
took a very advantageous posi-
tion on the route from the Va-
rangians to the Greeks, so the 
city started growing.

The bronze ax is an artifact 
that is about 4 thousand years old. 
It was found not so long ago near 
Polotsk. Such items are extreme-
ly rare, because bronze is not a 
Belarusian alloy of metal, but 
imported. One can easily guess 

how it ended up in our lands. 
Since Polotsk was located at the 
intersection of large trade routes, 
its residents quickly understood 
what customs is and how one 
can earn money on imported 
goods. Local beauties were used 
to wearing Baltic amber, Crime-
an gilded beads, and using Cau-
casian boxwood combs. They 
knew how to combine pagan 
and Christian attributes in their 
outfit. There could be the image 
of the Mother of God on the one 
side and the protector snake on 
the other. In the museum, you 
can see amazing pendants-am-
ulets: a spoon, which was con-
sidered a symbol of prosperity, 
a lunar that protected from mis-
fortune, a horse that helped on a 
hunt or during a war. Fashion, 
probably, has changed little in so 

many years, and even now girls 
collect small charm pendants for 
one bracelet and believe in their 
magical properties.

Learn about the lands
in a game

Traditional exhibitions are far 
from all that can be seen in the 
museum of local studies. Quests 
and quizzes are arranged here. 
Thus, the visitors are offered to 
get acquainted with the exhibits 
in a playful manner, and you can 
also receive gifts. It is interesting 
for everyone, which is proven by 
numerous guests of the museum. 

Admire the winter! 
By Olga Korneeva

“Winter landscape is a popular 
theme among Belarusian masters 
who see beauty and charm in any 
season and weather. For each au-
thor, winter acquires its own mood: 
for some it is harsh and gloomy, for 
others it is serene and soft, for some 
it is sparkling and cheerful,” noted 
the workers of the gallery.

The exhibition presented 
more than 50 works of painting 
and graphics, which cover the 
period from the 1960s to the pres-
ent day. These are mainly urban 
landscapes of the capital and the 
surrounding area.

“Winter in the city is more 

often presented in the form of fun 
traditional for this time of the year 
than nature itself. A vivid example 
of this is Merry Winter in Loshitsa 
and Winter Festival in Traktorny 
Village by Vasily Sumarev, where 
you can see a variety of winter en-
tertainments: skating, skiing, ice 
slides, tug-of-war, as well as play-
ing snowballs. Aleksei Koktev’s 
sunny Sunday Afternoon conveys 
the sporty atmosphere of skiing 
competitions,” said the organisers.

According to them, a com-
pletely different mood is in the 
works of Boris Arakcheyev, 
Abram Krol, Anton Barkhatkov, 
Ivan Dmukhaylo, Mikhail Sav-
itsky, Georgy Poplavsky. In the 

paintings of these authors, winter 
appears rather harsh and gray, and 
the city is immersed in everyday 
affairs and prosaic everyday life.

The exhibition also features 
works by contemporary authors. 
You can see paintings by Viktor 
Barabantsev. The artist likes to 
write about the winter holidays. 
For example, one of the works is 
dedicated to the Christmas time.

Vasily Peshkun pays special 
attention to Minsk and the city 
landscape in his works. His can-
vases represent all the shades and 
moods of winter. Such different 
winter moods can be experi-
enced at the exhibition, which 
will run until January 23rd.

NOTE
The local history mu-
seum can be visited re-
motely. Unique exhib-
its are presented on its 
website. 
There are many items in 
the museum collection, 
near which visitors of-
ten stop with the ques-
tion: what is it? They are 
guessing: it looks like 
a gramophone, and a 
meat grinder, and even 
a little like a sewing ma-
chine... The staff created 
video stories under the 
title The Magic of a Mu-
seum Showcase about 
such mysterious exhib-
its that our ancestors 
used in everyday life.
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The Polotsk Museum of Local Studies

Kolyady in Kreva by Viktor Barabantsev

Merry Winter in Loshitsa 
by Vasily Sumarev

Winter Festival in Traktorny 
Village by Vasily Sumarev
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Riots and street violence. The deaths of dozens of people, including children. This is how the beginning of 2022 will be 
engraved in the memory of Kazakhs.
According to press reports, the situation in the country is gradually returning to more or less normal. All administrative 
facilities have been cleared, the security forces continue their counter-terrorist operation. Earlier, the President of Kazakh-
stan made it clear that there would be no negotiations with criminals. Terrorists will be killed without warning. Local law 
enforcement agencies have the time, energy and resources for this. They are looking for those who are involved in the riot 
even in the government. Some, without waiting for the investigation and trial, commit suicide. Recently it became known 
about the death of three high-ranking officials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the National Security Committee...

By Anastasia Tseliuk

Agents of terror
It is clear that the protests 

in Kazakhstan were in no way 
peaceful, despite the attempts 
of the West to present them as 
such. There is a well-developed 
scheme for the forcible seizure 
of power, fragments of a sce-
nario that they tried to ‘test’ in 
August 2020 in Belarus. In just 
a few days, Kazakhstan turned 
from a calm country into a 
stronghold of revelry and ban-
ditry with numerous victims 
and burning buildings. At the 

same time, the main thesis re-
mains unchanged for Western 
propaganda: the violence of 
the rebels is a response to the 
violence of the security forc-
es. This is one of the insidious 
hoaxes, where unscrupulous 
telegram channels overturn 
cause and effect. Indeed, in real-
ity, it is the ‘peaceful protesters’ 
who ‘suddenly’ have Molotov 
cocktails, machine guns, sniper 
rifles, grenades and other weap-
ons with them. 

The main agents of ter-
ror are not fighters for a 
better life, but professional 
provocateurs with a decent 
experience of urban tur-
moil and resistance to law 
enforcement.

One for all and all for one
Commenting on the events 

in Kazakhstan, member of the 
Council of the Republic Igor 
Gedich noted that we are faced 
with a situation when it is time 
to move from words to actions. 
And the Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation, whose 
Charter stipulates, among oth-
er things, protection against 
the encroachments of interna-
tional terrorists, in this case is 
expressly called upon to fight 
against terror. According to Igor 
Gedich, it is absolutely appro-
priate and necessary to provide 

assistance to our Kazakh broth-
ers, “It’s time to check and feel 
that unity when we were one. 
For the first time we are wit-
nessing the moment when the 
Collective Security Treaty Or-
ganisation is taking real steps 
to protect our partnership, our 
relations within the post-Soviet 
space, which is absolutely natu-
ral and necessary.”

After the appearance of the 
first peacekeepers in Kazakh-
stan, it became noticeably qui-
eter. The situation was brought 
under control. In this regard, 
Sergei Rachkov, Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Council of the Republic on In-
ternational Affairs and National 
Security, stressed that the ex-

traordinary session of the CSTO 
Collective Security Council 
convened at an extremely im-
portant moment when it is nec-
essary to continue coordinating 
the actions of the Organisation’s 
member states to stabilise the 
situation in Kazakhstan,

“The introduction of 
the CSTO peacekeeping 
forces gave a specific sig-
nal to terrorist groups and 
made it possible to stop the 
development of the situa-
tion according to a negative 
scenario, to stop killing rep-
resentatives of law enforce-

ment agencies, the military, 
looting, seizing state and 
public buildings, strategic 
infrastructure facilities.”

When money  
is more valuable  
than principles

However, the West did not 
even listen to arguments that the 
mission of the CSTO contingent 
is not to fight and kill, but to pro-
vide a strong and reliable rear for 
the military and law enforcement 
in Kazakhstan. US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken demanded 
an explanation from Kazakhstan 

with regard to why it turned to 
the CSTO for help. In turn, the 
international ‘human rights’ or-
ganisation Human Rights Watch 
called on the President of Ka-
zakhstan to cancel the order to 
‘shoot without warning’. Appar-
ently, the so-called human rights 
organisation believes that only 
‘peaceful’ protesters are allowed 
to shoot without warning. 

A reasonable question 
arises: where were you 
when the Poles shot, killed 
and mocked peaceful ref-
ugees, when they poured 
chemicals on innocent peo-
ple and Belarusian journal-
ists who were on the Belaru-
sian-Polish border. Or when 
human rights were violated 
during the storming of the 
Capitol? Apparently, this is 
different again.

The events in Kazakhstan 
have shown that the CSTO is a 
real counterbalance to NATO, 
says Yuri Shevtsov, Director of 
the Centre for European Integra-
tion. The appearance of peace-
keepers gave psychological 
confidence to the security sector 
in Kazakhstan and demoralised 
the enemy.

“We cannot know the details 
while the investigation is still un-
derway. But it is already clear that 
the political crisis in Kazakhstan 
was primarily set up to coincide 
with the negotiations between 
Russia and the United States in 
Geneva,” noted the political an-
alyst. “Before these negotiations, 
the Russian Federation put for-
ward an ultimatum to NATO and 
the United States on security is-
sues. And the importance of these 
negotiations is very difficult to 
overestimate. If we assume that 
the crisis in Kazakhstan could not 
have been extinguished if the city 
of Almaty was now in ruins, then 
there would be no clear position 
of Russia in these negotiations. 
And so everything turned out the 
other way around.”

The introduction of the CSTO peacekeeping forces made it possible to stop  
the development of the situation in Kazakhstan according to a negative scenario

Kazakhstan is in the 
centre of attention of the 
world community. All these 
days, the Head of the Bela-
rusian State not only keeps 
an eye on the situation in 
this country, but also ac-
tively conducts negotia-
tions with partners in the 
CSTO.

Important statements 
and assessments made by 
Aleksandr Lukashenko:

►I warned you all in detail 
about what would happen. 
And so it happens. But this is 
not anywhere near the end. In 
many ways, we do not know 
what awaits us, but we must 
be ready for anything... Most 
importantly, everything was 
coordinated and planned in 
many cities. And the distance 
is thousands of kilometres. 
And the distances there, of 
course, are frantic. And frosts, 

and so on. But nevertheless, 
everything happened synchro-
nously. It was planned. Outside 
interference, naturally.
► I  just want to turn from 
Belarusians to these protest-
ers (someone calls them ban-
dits, different people there). I 
would simply tell them that 
well, they made some noise, 
s h o u t e d ,  t h a t ’s  e n o u g h . 
Enough. We need to negoti-
ate before we go far. And you 

can come to an agreement 
with President Tokayev. This is 
a normal person, a diplomat 
with whom you can negoti-
ate. A very smart, educated 
person... Turning the coun-
try upside down — it will be 
expensive to restore it later. 
And there are contradictions 
between clans, groups, which 
will still have to be resolved.
► We are not fighting for any-
one. There is only one compa-

ny of our military peacekeep-
ers. These are peacekeeping 
forces. We have informed the 
UN that we will help main-
tain peace. We did not come 
to Kazakhstan to kill or even 
fight. We are peaceful people. 
And our servicemen are also 
peaceful people.  We came 
there to help Kazakhstanis... 
Now we need to stop the frat-
ricidal war. This is what we 
are doing.

One step away from the abyss...
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Burnt-out building of the local administration in Almaty
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The coach of the Kopyl sports school Anatoly Senyuk 
could become an artist, a sculptor or a musician. His 
extraordinary creativity was noticed by all teachers. 
However, fate has its own plans: for 35 years now he 
has been creating eminent athletes. Thanks to Anatoly 
Senyuk, the biathlon world learned the names of Dmitry 
Gurban, Darya Nesterchik and Darya Yurkevich. All of 
them are extraordinary talented athletes with medals, 
fans and achievements that have long been inscribed in 
the history of Belarusian and world biathlon.

Cheese master, Kolyady Tsars, one of the best biathlon coaches: getting to know the talents of the Kopyl District
A small cosy town in the south-west of the Minsk Region has long been a place of attraction for researchers and trav-
ellers. The explanation for this is simple: amazing nature, ancient architecture. Some of the greatest writers known to 
everyone from school literature lessons were born here: Kuzma Chorny, Ales Adamovich, Tishka Gartny. The inhabitants 
of the Kopyl District honour the merits of talented fellow countrymen, setting them up as an example for their children 
and grandchildren. The pride in the past inspires the achievements of today. The people here know: the future  
of the native land is in the hands of contemporaries. And they continue to write the chronicle of times.

Land of unique people

Champion mentor

But, perhaps, the main 
star, which the coach’s stu-
dents keep in line with is An-
ton Smolski. And although 
the mentor does not single 
out anyone for himself, he 
follows his progress with 
special enthusiasm,

“I noticed Anton im-
mediately. There was an 

incredible zeal and char-
acter in him, which a 
real athlete should have. 
Natural physical data — 
strength, agility, endur-
ance — were good, he is 
a good shot. I quickly re-
alised for myself: he will 
become a star. And so it 
happened.”

Anatoly started his search 
for talents a long time ago. 
For more than 20 years he 
taught physical education in 
secondary school No. 2. In 
the classroom, he noted tal-
ented children. And then there 
was just routine work. Some 
went to the athletic class just 
for themselves, others went 

to professional sports. You 
have to work a lot, and not 
everyone is able to work to 
the limit. To withstand reg-
ular training is difficult both 
physically and mentally. But 
the ones who manage to stay 
motivated achieve success, 
“Now 35 children of differ-
ent ages are studying with 
me. Everyone has their own 
temperament, their own ideas 
about biathlon, but most im-
portantly, they trust me, listen 
to my advice. To put young 
athletes on the right track, I 
call for one thing only, which 
is discipline. After all, if you 

set high goals for yourself, 
you have to comply.”

Anatoly lives with the 
aspirations and successes of his 
students not only at competitions. 
Together with his family, the 
coach is rooting for his students 
at home when watching TV.

“They are still my students, 
no matter how much time has 
passed. I am rotting for them, I 
worry for them, and I consider 
every victory personal. Proba-
bly, our vocation as coaches is to 
give athletes strength and skills, 
to guide them to success, with-
out thinking about ourselves. 
And this is happiness.”

Old New Year is tradi-
tionally celebrated at the 
festive table. A delicious 
dinner in the family circle, 
clinking glasses, sincere 
wishes ... However, there is 
a corner in Belarus where 
the evening from 13th to 
14th January is spent in its 
own way. There is a unique 
custom in the Semezhevo 
agro-town of the Kopyl 
District. Young guys put 
on special ceremonial 
clothes — white trousers 
and shirts, red ornamented 
criss-cross belts on their 
chests. On their heads they 
have high hats decorated 
with multi-coloured rib-
bons. And this is how they 
go out carolling.

In 2009, the Kolyady Tsars rite  
was included in the UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage List

When the Tsars are carolling

By Olga Nevmerzhitskaya

Cheese from the master
Making good cheese is a 
real art and not easy to 
master. Even the availability 

of modern equipment and 
original recipes are by no 
means a guarantee that 
the product will be to the 
taste of consumers. And in 
the Kopyl branch of Slutsk 

Cheese-Making Plant JSC 
they are convinced: the key 
to success is in the skill of the 
employees, modern equip-
ment is just a tool that helps 
to bring these ideas to life.

For more than ten years, the 
work of talented mentees has been 
supervised by Marina Gaiduk, 
Head of the Cheese-Making De-
partment. Over the years of work 
at the enterprise, she has studied 
the technological side of the in-
dustry in detail. She admits that 
her profession is creative, and 
there is room for experimentation.

“The best confirmation 
of a productive work is when 
a customer takes products 
from store shelves. There-
fore, we try to surprise. To-

day we produce 12 types of 
cheese. Most of them are 
semi-solid Russian groups, 
the rest are elite. And people 
like everything. This can be 
proved, among other things, 
by the e-mails that come to 
our address. The feedback 
is overwhelmingly positive!

At such moments, you un-
derstand how important your 
work is. And you want to sur-
prise your customers with some-
thing new,” says the specialist.

For many, the company is 
associated with delicious par-
mesan. It ripens for a whole 
year. The real pride of the local 
craftsmen. However, the new 
products that were launched last 
year are what’s really surprising. 

Wingenstein and Pani Kokhan-
ku cheeses appeared here for the 
Belarusian Written Language 
Day. The latter was added with 
safflower petals — a spice from 
the saffron range, which has a 
characteristic soft spicy-sweet 
aftertaste. New products are ex-
tremely well-liked. Along with 
others, they are now exported to 
Russia, and Belarusian custom-
ers sweep them off the shelves in 
a matter of days.

“In the near future we are 
going to introduce new types, 
but this is a secret for now,” 
shares with us the Head of the 
Cheese-Making Department.

And yet there is no limit to 
perfection. So Marina Gaiduk’s 
perfect cheese is yet to come.

“Each young man plays 
his role — a doctor, drummer, 
bag bearer... Other characters 
include the main character 
Tsar Maximilian, Tsar Ma-
mai, Grandfather and Baba,” 
says the Director of the Local 
Cultural Centre Tatiana Shau-
ro. “Moving along the village 
street, participants of the loud 
festive procession enter the 
house and play out the histor-
ical and religious drama Tsar 
Maximilian. With battle scenes, 
the secrets of folk medicine. 
And with the onset of darkness, 
‘tsars’ light torches, burning all 
the bad that was there.”

The history of the rite goes 
back to the 18th century, when 
units of the tsarist army were 
stationed near the village of 

Semezhevo. According to lo-
cal legend, during the New 
Year celebrations, soldiers and 
officers walked around the 

courtyards, showing a cheer-
ful performance, for which the 
owners generously presented 
them with refreshments. After 

the detachment left the village, 
the residents not only kept the 
tradition, but also transformed 
it into a unique Christmas event.

The ceremony was revived 
in 1996: documentary materi-
als, testimonies of old residents 
were collected. And in 2009, it 
entered the UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage List. The tra-
dition will be maintained.

“The people believe that the 
houses visited by the ‘tsars’ will 
have peace, harmony and wealth 
throughout the year,” continues 
Tatiana Shauro. “Today our lo-
cal team of carollers is divided 
into adults and children. Each 
part of the team has 12 people. 
The custom is passed from fa-
ther to son, from older brother 
to younger. And it is great that 
all residents of Semezhevo are 
striving to preserve it.”
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Winter resorts in Belarus
The New Year holidays have already ended, upon having exchanged their gifts, the 
residents and guests of the Blue-eyed Belarus immediately rushed to the traditional 
winter fun: playing snowballs, skiing, sledding, ice skating. Making leisure time fun 
and even useful is easier than ever. Now the ski resorts are packed to the fullest.

By Kristina Khilko

Master snowboard cross-track
Slopes and service at the Logoisk ski resort are at 

their best in every sense. For those who like to ride 
with the wind in their hair, there are five equipped 
tracks. Extreme sports lovers will appreciate the 
snow park with intricate figures for tricks of varying 
difficulty and the snowboard cross-track.

One of the most popular family attractions is ‘Vesy-
olaya Vatrushka’, which is a quick downhill ride on 
a tubing sledge. The tubing track is equipped with a 
special lift that will quickly take children and adults 
to the top. If you get tired of riding, you can shoot at a 
shooting range from a bow, crossbow or air gun.

And be sure to check out the local restaurant. It 
is impossible to resist homemade lard, squash caviar, 
potato pancakes with gravy, a fragrant pot of chicken 
and mushrooms. Another special feature of the ski 
complex is the traditional wood-fired sauna.

Drive the stress away
The Silichy family recreation centre is located 

in a unique place for Belarus, where the relief drops 
reach thirty meters. Here, surrounded by a coniferous 
forest, skiers and snowboarders master ten tracks of 
various difficulty levels. Those looking for romance 
come to the snowy slopes at night. Riding under 
the starry sky is a special pleasure. Plus, there is no 
queue for the lifts and the price is more pleasant.

Silichy is not only about skiing. For those who 
are tired of the frantic pace of life, worried about 
trifles or are close to a burnout, we have created the 
Antistress programme. The weekly relaxation tour 
includes breathing exercises, massage, spa, halother-
apy, proper nutrition. And nature itself here heals no 
worse than various procedures.

Find a place in the sun
The only ski centre in the capital that can be reached 

even by city bus or trolleybus is Solnechnaya Do-
lina. By the way, the resort with a mirrored name 
also welcomes guests not far from Chelyabinsk.

For those who like to drive and spin, there are 
three slopes at their disposal: the first is with a 
springboard for snowboarders, the second is a train-
ing one, and the third is suitable for those who glide 
confidently on the snow. Exclusive entertainment is 
the extreme rail track with bends and turns.

True, you need to focus on the view outside the 
window, as the centre fully works only in 
snowy weather. Although guests are 
welcome here without sports equip-
ment, in the off-season you can sit in a 

restaurant, rent a guest house or organise a corpo-
rate party. You can also play airsoft or laser tag with 
your family or friends.

Beat the record
Just twenty kilometres from Minsk is The leg-

endary Republican Centre for Olympic Training in 
Winter Sports Raubichi. In winter, the trail is open 
for cross-country skiing fans. There is also a snow-
board slope and ski jumps. Pros often come here to 
ride a steep ski slope or demonstrate their agility 
on the acrobatic slope, which hosted the Europe-
an Freestyle Cup stages. The most notable sports 
tournaments are organised in Raubichi, where fans 

warmly support everyone without exception, but 
the loudest, of course, are Belarusians and 

Russians.

Ride a ‘winter horse’
Mozyr is famous for its 

landscapes: there are hills, 
ravines and whole streets lo-
cated on steep slopes. They 
create landscapes of rare 
beauty in the city and its 
surroundings. It is not sur-

prising that the ski complex 
is very popular here in winter. 

The height difference of up to thirty 
meters creates ideal conditions for skiing 

and snowboarding. The season here lasts 
from December to March. For those 

who are no longer impressed by ski-
ing, snowboarding, skating and tub-
ing, we organised snowmobiling. 
The wind in your face, adrenaline 

and thrills are guaranteed.
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By Tatiana Pastushenko

Acquaintance of the pupils of the school with the 
guests took place... on the ice arena of the Molodechno 
Sports and Entertainment Centre. The Vileyskiya Shchu-
paki team, almost entirely made up of children from the 
boarding school, played a match against the players of 
the President’s hockey team. The game was very close. 
After the first half of the game, the guys from Vileika 
won with a score of 5:3. In the second, they allowed the 
professionals to close the gap in the score, but still won 
— 8:7. Gleb Varivoda, captain of the Vileyskiya Shchu-
paki, said, “I’ve been playing hockey for two years. Of 
course, I really wanted to meet such famous players, 
to compete with them on the ice. This year I received 
many gifts, but the game with professional players is 
the most unexpected of all! I dreamed about it, but did 
not think that I could ever play with them.”

The players of the President’s team did not hide: in 
this game, the emotions that the children received were 
much more important than the result on the scoreboard.

“It was cool!” summed up Maksim Shimansky. 
“And it is important for children — they got experience 
and a lot of positive emotions. Is it a shame to lose? 
This is a sport. Both teams tried to achieve the best re-
sult, but it turned out the way it turned out. We hope that 
we will win back if the tradition continues next year!”

After the end of the match, all the participants 
went to the boarding school, where they were greeted 
by hot tea with freshly baked buns, and, of course, a 
New Year’s performance. Ded Moroz (Father Frost) 
and Snegurochka (Snow Maiden), Baba Yaga and 
other characters brought the fairy tale to both the chil-
dren in the boarding school and their guests. Together 
they danced in circles, lit a Christmas tree; everything 
turned out to be warm and very sincere.

“The Christmas Tradition is one of the touching 
projects of the President’s Sports Club,” said Dmitry 
Lukashenko, Chairman of the Central Council of the 
President’s Sports Club Republican State-Public Asso-
ciation. “This year it celebrates its tenth anniversary. 
Vileika boarding school was not chosen spontaneously 
this year. Firstly, children play hockey here, and they 
dreamed of going on the ice and playing with outstand-
ing hockey players. Secondly, the children are also in-
volved in other sports: canoeing, cycling.”

In fact, much attention is paid to physical education 
and sports in the Vileika Specialised Boarding School. 
Right now, this institution has 127 children with special 
psychophysical development, including speech impair-
ments and learning difficulties, brought up here.

“These are children who need special education and 
special correctional assistance,” says the school director 
Vladimir Borisov. “We pay great attention to extracur-
ricular activities: since we have a lot of boys, the physi-
cal education, health and tourism are especially popular. 
Last year, for example, our hockey team took first place 
in the Golden Puck regional competitions and the fourth 
at the republican level. In addition, we go hiking and cy-
cling, canoeing, so the gifts given to the children by the 

guests will be a great help for further activities.”
There were many gifts. Vileyskiya Shchupaki were 

presented with new clubs. The President’s team, having 
learned that the pupils of the boarding school love cy-
cling, brought them 30 brand new mountain bicycles. 
The President’s Sports Club donated Br30,000 to the 
institution, and all pupils received a variety of gifts — 
Lego constructors, board games, fitness bracelets, head-
phones and more. The Director of the school told what 
they are planning to spend the funds on,“There are many 
ideas. We have devices for physical exercises and play-
grounds on site, but there are not many of them. If we 
acquire not individual elements, but a whole playground, 
it will be very useful for children — it will be used for 
correctional work. And, of course, the children will feel 
joy, spending their free time on it.”

SPO
RT

The Christmas Tradition charity event was held at the Vileika Boarding School

Christmas is a time of miracles and dreams made true. Wish-
es came true for the pupils of the Vileika Specialised Board-
ing School: the players of the President’s hockey team and 
representatives of the President’s Sports Club came to visit 
them. The Christmas Tradition charity event this time turned 
out to be unusual.

 Good news from Oberhof
This season 

Belarusian biath-
letes never cease 
to amaze. Good 
news came from 
the fifth stage 
of the World Cup in Oberhof, Germany: 
the Belarusian four consisting of Mikita 
Labastau, Anton Smolski, Dzinara Al-
imbekava and Hanna Sola became the sec-
ond in the mixed relay. And a day earlier, 
Hanna Sola, who was also the fastest on 
the track, won another silver medal in the 
sprint. For the first time this season, Dzi-
nara Alimbekava managed to become one 
of the prize-winners, having won bronze 
medal in the pursuit. Prior to that, she fin-
ished fourth in individual races five times.

As a result, the Belarusian biath-
lete Dzinara Alimbekava, after the fifth 
stage, took the 3rd place in the overall 
rating of the World Cup.

 Aliaksandra Sasnovich lost 
in the final of the tournament 
in Melbourne

Belarusian 
tennis player 
A l i aksandra 
S a s n o v i c h , 
ranked 107th 
in the world 
rankings, was defeated for the third 
time in her career in the finals of WTA 
tournaments.

In Melbourne, Australia, in a competi-
tion with a prize fund of $ 239,000, the Be-

larusian lost to US representative Amanda 
Anisimova (78th number in the WTA rat-
ing) in a three-set match — 5:7, 6:1, 4:6. 
The game lasted 2 hours 7 minutes.

In the updated WTA ranking, Be-
larusian Aryna Sabalenka retained her 
second position, the former world num-
ber one Victoria Azarenka is currently 
ranked 25, Aliaksandra Sasnovich has 
moved up from 107th to 77th position.

 Belarusian ice hockey  
referee Maksim Sidorenko will 
work at the Games-2022

The International Ice Hockey Feder-
ation (IIHF) has designated the judges 
who will serve the matches of the 2022 
Winter Olympics in Beijing.

The 48 referees include the 41-year-

old Belarusian 
referee Maksim 
Sidorenko, who 
will work at the 
matches of the 
men’s Olympic 
tournament. The Beijing Olympics will 
be the first in the career of the Belaru-
sian judge. In 2014, in Minsk, Maksim 
Sidorenko made his debut in the elite 
division of the World Championship, 
and in total there are already five elite 
world championships in his track re-
cord. Since 2015, the Belarusian referee 
has been working at the matches of the 
Kontinental Hockey League.

The hockey tournament of the 24th 
Winter Olympics will be held in the Chi-
nese capital from February 3rd to 20th. 

A R E N A

It is a good tradition to make wishes come true

B
E

LT
A

B
E

LT
A

A
le

ks
e

y 
V

ya
zm

iti
n

o
v

A
le

ks
e

y 
V

ya
zm

iti
n

o
v

A
le

ks
e

y 
V

ya
zm

iti
n

o
v

Chairman of the President’s Sports Club 
Dmitry Lukashenko and Director of the 

Vileika Boarding School Vladimir Borisov
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On January 15th, 1622, 
Moliere (the real name Jean-
Baptiste Poquelin) (1622-
1673), a French comedian, 
creator of the genre of the 
so-called high comedy, was 
born.

January 15th, 2001 is 
the birthday of Wikipedia, a 
universal encyclopedia freely 
distributed on the Internet. 
Articles of the encyclopedia 
are created in many languages 
of the world by the collective of volunteer 
authors. One of the main advantages 
of Wikipedia is the possibility to present 
information in the native language, while 
maintaining its cultural value.

January 16th is the 
World Beatles Day. 
On January 16th, 
1957, the legendary 
Cavern Club opened 

in Liverpool, which has become a meeting 
place for rock musicians. It was here that the 
creative career of the famous Beatles quartet 
began.

January 16th is the World Religion Day. 
This holiday dates back to 1950, when the 
national governing body of the Bahá’í Faith in 
the United States established it with the aim 
of proclaiming the single essence of all world 
religions and demonstrating that religion 

is, first of all, a force 
for uniting the world, 
not discord. Various 
religious traditions and 
beliefs are known in the 

history of mankind. Among them, the three 
most widespread religions are Christianity, 
Islam and Judaism.

On January 17th, 
1847, Nikolai Zhukovsky 
(1847-1921), a Russian 
scientist, the founder of 
modern aerodynamics, a 
corresponding member 
of the Saint Petersburg 
Academy of Sciences (1894), 
was born. ‘The Father of 
Russian Aviation’. Author of scientific works 
on the theory of aviation, hydrodynamics, 
astronomy, mathematics, etc. He 
theoretically predicted a number of possible 
flight trajectories (for example, the ‘loop-the-
loop’ performed by the Russian pilot Pyotr 
Nesterov in 1913).

On January 17th, 1377, 
the Vatican, the smallest 
state with an area of only 
44 hectares, became the 
residence of the Pope. It 

has its own flag, anthem and government, 
the Academy of Sciences, its own 
newspaper and radio station. The subjects 
are about a thousand Catholic priests. 
Great architects, sculptors and painters 

worked on the buildings of the Vatican. For 
example, Michelangelo participated in the 
construction of St. Peter’s Basilica, which can 
accommodate 10,000 people.

On January 18th, 
1972, Berestye 
Archaeological Museum, 
a branch of the Brest 
Regional Museum of 
Local Studies, was 
founded in Brest. This 
is the only museum in Europe of a medieval 
East Slavic city. Its exhibition, located in 14 
halls of the museum pavilion, is devoted 
to the emergence, political, economic and 
cultural development of Berestye (Brest) in 
the 11th-13th centuries. The well-preserved 
buildings of the 13th century served as the 
basis for the creation of the museum.

January 18th, 1882 is the 
birthday of Alan Alexander 
Milne (1882-1956), an English 
writer, a classic of English 
children’s literature, the 
author of the world-famous 
fairy tale about Winnie-the-
Pooh and his friends.

On January 18th, 1882 Iosif Langbard, 
architect, honoured worker of arts and 
architecture of Belarus, doctor of architecture, 
professor, was born. One of the founders of 
Soviet architecture in Belarus. His works in 
Minsk include: the House of Government, the 

Central House of Officers, 
the building of the National 
Academic Bolshoi Opera and 
Ballet Theater of Belarus, the 
main building of the National 
Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus. He died in 1951.

January 19th in the Republic of Belarus 
is the Day of the Rescuer, established by 
Decree of the President of the Republic 
No. 35 of February 2nd, 2000. Today, 17 
special services have been created and are 
functioning in the structure of the Ministry of 

Emergency Situations 
of Belarus, including 
firefighting and rescue 
services, chemical 
and radiation safety, 
engineering, diving, 
medical and others.

On January 19th, Orthodox Christians 
celebrate the Baptism of Christ, or Holy 
Epiphany. This is one of the most ancient 
holidays of the Christian Church. It is 
dedicated to the event of the Gospel history 
- the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the Jordan 
River by John the Baptist. For this day, a 
cross-shaped ice-hole is cut down on rivers 
and reservoirs, which is 
consecrated, and into which 
the believers immerse. 
All water consecrated on 
Epiphany is considered holy 
and healing.
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