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By Oleg Bogomazov

Minsk suggested as the 
venue for multilateral talks 
to establish a more effec-
tive world order

Belarus’ Foreign Minister 
— Vladimir Makei — made the 
statement as part of a high-level 
‘Ensuring Security for All: Ge-
neva Views and Contributions’ 
panel discussion at the UN Of-
fice in Geneva.

Mr. Makei described the 
inability of the international 
community to formulate new 
rules for peaceful interaction as 
a systemic problem of the mod-
ern age. The old system of con-

centrated power and influence 
exerted by a small group of the 
most powerful countries is fall-
ing apart, while the new system 
is still taking shape under the 
influence of the irreversible 
growth of political and eco-
nomic power of regional pow-
ers and their unions.

Mr. Makei encouraged the 
international community to im-
mediately start new large-scale 
multilateral negotiations on 
overcoming the entire spectrum 
of differences and on building 
a new, more effective, fair and 
workable world order. He noted 
that Minsk is ready to be a venue 
for these negotiations and called 
for enhancing the role of multi-
lateral institutions and the UN 
system as a whole.

Belarus believes that the 
multipartite organisations lo-
cated in Geneva already con-
tribute to the formation of a fu-
ture world, which will be more 
harmonised and more mutually 
dependent — a world where 
force will not be used to resolve 
possible conflicts. It is indus-
try-specific intergovernmental 
organisations intent on imple-
menting the sustainable devel-
opment goals that must become 
the foundation for global part-
nerships to unite countries, in-
ternational organisations, civil 
society, the private sector and 
the research community. Be-
larus believes that a system of 
such global partnerships repre-
sents the best tool to manage the 
nascent multipolar world order.

By Anna Svetlova

The course of the Presiden-
tial election campaign in 
Ukraine is unpredictable 
— as predicted by Yevgeny 
Preigerman, a political 
analyst and head of the 
Minsk Dialogue expert 
initiative

The results of the first round 
of the election campaign indi-
cate that protesting was the main 
motive behind voters’ decisions, 
as the most institutionalised and 
powerful political forces and 
leaders had a high anti-rating. 
“In such conditions, voting ac-
quires additional unpredictable 
and volatile traits,” Mr. Preiger-
man noted. Results of the opin-
ion polls conducted before the 
first round indicated that Volo-
dymyr Zelensky would win the 
election. “However, after sever-

al weeks, the situation changed, 
and it is obvious that the incum-
bent President Petro Poroshenko 
will step up his campaign. We 
expect that, among other things, 
his actions will be beefed up 
with political engineering and 
so-called ‘home-cooked’ ideas 
in order to win additional votes,” 
said the analyst.

On the other hand, Mr. 
Zelensky’s team — which has 
no advantages like past political 
accomplishments or experience 
and no genuine programme — 
has proven to be good at politi-
cal engineering and PR technol-
ogies. “Not every pre-election 
campaign demonstrates this 
kind of creativity. This factor 
also enhances Ukrainian un-
predictability. It is difficult to 
evaluate it using standard polit-
ical methods,” Mr. Preigerman 
concluded.

Instruments for  
a multipolar world

No clarity yet

By Vladimir Khromov 

The interview was arranged 
in anticipation of Mr. Lukashen-
ko’s forthcoming visit to Turkey. 
The President was interviewed 
by Ali Cura, chief of the Mos-
cow bureau of the Turkish news 
agency. This wasn’t the first time 
the Turkish reporter has visited 
Belarus: he was a student at the 
Minsk State Linguistic Universi-
ty in 2007-2009.

Mr. Lukashenko was main-
ly asked about his views on 
growing tensions in the region 
and around the world and the 
resulting peculiarities of Bela-
rus’ foreign policy, as well as 
the country’s contribution to 
efforts to resolve the conflict 
in Ukraine. The Head of State 
talked about Belarus’ approach-
es to international relations and 
spoke his mind about the Presi-
dential election in Ukraine.

Mr. Lukashenko also noted 
that conflicts arise in all parts 
of the world, “Today tensions 
are high close to the Belarusian 
border — in Ukraine. You know 
what is happening in Venezuela 
(God forbid it will erupt into an 
international conflict). You see 
what is happening in Libya, and 
this is just the beginning. Be-
ing a Turkish citizen, you feel 
keenly what is happening close 
to you — in Syria and Iraq; the 
Kurdish problem is also high on 
your agenda.”

The President believes that 
such conflicts occur because 
someone else encourages them. 
“My assumption is proven by 
the fact that these conflicts arise 
in countries rich in natural re-
sources with a strategic geopo-
litical location on the world map. 
Someone needs these resources 
and wants to get leverage to in-
fluence the countries that have a 
geographically and strategical-
ly important location,” he said. 
“Do we, Belarusians, need it? 
No! Our state needs minerals 
and natural resources, but we 
are not a global player and do 
not have that kind of imperial 
mindset that would force other 
states to act the way we want,” 
stressed Mr. Lukashenko. He 
believes that ‘the global play-
ers are the instigators’. “Some 
of them act aggressively; oth-
ers talk a lot (but their violent 
rhetoric helps foment tensions). 
There are also countries that try 
to have an impact on a situation 
without saying anything. How-
ever, each of these powers has 
certain objectives. First, it is 
all about a policy of divide and 
rule,” he said.

He believes that Belarus 
— just like Turkey — is not in-
terested in conflict, particularly 
considering the developments 
in Syria. “Turkey, to say nothing 
of Belarus, will not benefit from 
such local or bigger conflicts,” 
emphasised the President. He 
recalled that Belarus has often 
been a battleground through-
out its history. The losses were 
huge, millions of people died. 
“We have a different mindset. 
We avoid conflict for practical, 
moral and genetic reasons. We 
are pursuing a balanced and 

multi-vector policy to promote 
peace in both West and East. 
We can benefit from it despite 
our complicated geographic lo-
cation in the world. Therefore, 
we have a principled position. 
Today the flame of unrest is 
burning several kilometres from 
you, tomorrow it could cross the 
border and reach your territory,” 
added the Head of State.

Belarus’ stance on the con-
flict in Ukraine was also dis-
cussed during the interview. 
Mr. Lukashenko spoke his mind 
about the negotiations that had 
been going on for several years 
already and mentioned the pros-
pects of Belarus’ further partic-
ipation in efforts to resolve the 
conflict.

They could not help dis-
cussing the Presidential elec-
tion in Ukraine. Mr. Lukashen-
ko had previously stated that 
the current Ukrainian Head 
of State — Petro Poroshen-
ko — would win the election. 
After the results of the first 
round, many people, including 
reporters, wondered whether 
Mr. Lukashenko maintained 
the same view. The Belarusian 
leader stated, “Nobody has won 
anything yet. Mr. Zelensky is in 
the lead after the first round. Mr. 

Poroshenko is behind him. No-
body can predict the results of 
the second round. I am inclined 
to believe that Mr. Poroshenko 
will still win this Presidential 
campaign,” he said, adding that 
he was not going to analyse and 
compare the two candidates. “I 
know one of them very well. 
I’ve seen the second one only 
in movies. I don’t know him 
as a politician. However, I can 
tell you: Petro Poroshenko and 
I had a friend in common once, 
Mikheil Saakashvili. When Mr. 
Saakashvili was the President 
[of Georgia — editor’s remark] 
and was organising an election, 
he amended the Constitution 
but, in the end, he had to flee 
Georgia and hide in other coun-
tries. Mr. Poroshenko should do 
everything necessary, includ-
ing shouting from the rooftops 
for Ukrainians to protect and 
support him.” Stressed Mr. 
Lukashenko.

A popular opinion in Ukraine 
is that there are no worthy can-
didates and many citizens are 
voting for Volodymyr Zelen-
sky as a form of protest. Mr. 
Lukashenko offered his view 
on what people should do in 
this situation. “I beg Ukrainians’ 
forgiveness, but I would like to 

tell them: if there are no worthy 
candidates, then you shouldn’t 
vote. Why do you have to vote 
for a man you are not confident 
in? Ukrainians have had to en-
dure such a bumpy ride in pol-
itics in the last few years. They 
are already fed up with broken 
promises. They’ve taken risks 
to put their trust in politicians 
and support them many times. 
However, things took a wrong 
turn every time. The experience 
of the Ukrainian nation in the 
last few years shows that one 
cannot take risks. If it seems 
there are no worthy candidates, 
then a repeat election is the way 
to go. It seems to me it is a better 
option than risking casting their 
votes only to feel remorse for 
ten or more years afterwards,” 
Mr. Lukashenko said.

During the interview, Bela-
rusian-Turkish relations were 
mentioned. Mr. Lukashenko 
revealed some details of his 
forthcoming visit to Turkey, 
evaluated prospects for bilateral 
co-operation, and spoke about 
personal relations with Tur-
key’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan.

After talking to the Head 
of State, Ali Cura admitted to 
Belarusian reporters he had 
dreamed about interviewing the 
Belarus President 13 years pre-
viously. He noted that his con-
versation with Mr. Lukashenko 
was like that between people 
who are close. “Such a feeling is 
a major advantage for a report-
er,” Mr. Cura said. He believes 
that, thanks to the interview, 
the position of Belarus and its 
leader will be fairly reflected in 
the Turkish mass media. “We 
are trying to show the genuine 
Belarus,” the reporter said. In 
his opinion, Belarus and Tur-
key have good prospects for 
advancing relations.

Objective interest in  
a non-conflict world

Alexander Lukashenko interviewed by 
Turkey’s major news agency — Anadolu

Ankara is Turkey’s capital



3
The Minsk Times
Thursday
April 18
2019

FO
C

U
S

By Vladimir Mikhailov

“There are a great many 
issues surrounding us that we 
should discuss. Among them 
are, naturally, relations be-
tween Moldova and Belarus. 
I sincerely hope that there are 
no problems in these relations. 
This is because we need each 
other, as we’ve already agreed. 
Today’s meeting may be short, 
but it is very important that 
we’ve met as it will give addi-
tional impetus to our relations. 
That’s how I see this meeting,” 
said the Belarusian President.

He added that his meet-
ing with Igor Dodon is also 
a good opportunity to dis-
cuss the international agen-
da. “Generally speaking, our 
views coincide, nevertheless, 
a lot is happening — particu-
larly to our neighbours, in the 
huge and beautiful country of 
Ukraine that is between us. I 

think you have your own point 
of view on the situation,” Mr. 
Lukashenko noted. “I’ve been 
criticised recently… You may 
have noticed that I speak about 
Ukraine often, but it cannot be 
any other way since it is our 
closest neighbour and is dear 
to us.”

Mr.  Lukashenko  a l so 
touched upon Belarusian-Rus-
sian relations, saying, “Our re-
lations with Russia may seem 
peculiar from the point of view 
of reporters and other parties. I 
would like to inform you about 
the situation. You may have 
something to share, too.”

In turn, Mr. Dodon not-
ed that Belarus and Moldova 

enjoy friendly relations, in-
cluding at the level of heads 
of state. In his words, Moldo-
vans love Belarus and respect 
its President. “What you do 
in Belarus in many areas, not 
only the economy, is an exam-
ple for us. Certainly, there are 
no unresolved issues in our 
bilateral relations. It is neces-
sary to polish everything relat-
ed to trade,” he noted. “Bela-
rus is the top buyer of some of 
our exports, this is why I am 
happy we are able to talk about 
it today.”

The Moldovan President 
also expressed interest in 
discussing the international 
agenda, including the elec-

tion in Ukraine. “We hope that 
everything will be stable in 
Ukraine. It is in our interests, 
since we deliver a large amount 
of our products to Russia and 
other CIS states via Ukraine. 
What will happen there is very 
important to us. Moreover, the 
Ukrainian diaspora in Moldo-
va is the largest,” he stressed. 

Mr. Dodon thanked Bela-
rus for supporting Moldova 
on the platform of the Eur-
asian Economic Union: last 
year, the country received an 
observer status at the EAEU. 
“A top-level meeting will take 
place in Kazakhstan in May. 
We will have a broader format 
meeting there,” he concluded.

Exchange of opinions 
always prove useful

By Alexey Fedosov

Belarus and UK seek to devel-
op mutually beneficial bilateral 
co-operation

A member of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Council of the Republic for 
Foreign Affairs and National Security, 
the head of the working group of Bela-
rus’ National Assembly on co-operation 
with the British Parliament — Oleg 
Rummo — has met a member of the 
House of Lords European Union Com-
mittee, External Affairs Sub-Committee 
— Alison Mary Suttie — to discuss bi-
lateral co-operation focusing on the hu-
manitarian sphere.

Mr. Rummo noted that Belarusian 
MPs visited the UK in 2017 and, during 
their visit, the parties discussed topical 
matters of collaboration in all areas. In 
2018, a delegation of the British Parlia-
ment visited Belarus and also held fruit-
ful talks. The Council of the Republic 
expects that the present visit of Alison 
Mary Suttie will be a further step in 
supporting co-operation and will give it 
new meaning. The two parties discussed 
specific joint projects in the humanitar-
ian sphere.

Mr. Rummo — who also heads 
Minsk’s Scientific-Practical Centre for 
Surgery, Transplantology and Haema-
tology — spoke about the long-standing 
co-operation between the Centre and 

its colleagues from Oxford University. 
They exchange specialists and technol-
ogies and have established ties not only 
between specialists but also between pa-
tients after transplantation surgeries — 
organising joint social events: football 
matches, bicycle races and others.

Mr. Rummo believes that Brexit 
will give the UK new opportunities for 
co-operation with non-EU countries.

Alison Mary Suttie came to Belarus 
within the framework of the COMPASS 
project financed by the British Gov-
ernment. The member of the House of 
Lords gave a lecture at the Belarusian 
State University. She spoke about in-
ternational relations, in particular, the 
problems around Brexit. She also partic-
ipated in training on British Parliamen-
tary debates and was impressed with the 
competence of the Belarusian students.

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Belarus and 
Uzbekistan to 
realise 15 joint 
projects

The l is t  in-
cludes projects 
i n  m e c h a n i c a l 
engineering, ag-
riculture and agri-
cultural technologies, 
healthcare and pharmacy, 
new materials, genetics and 
biotechnologies. They were 
shortlisted after the contest of 
joint scientific and technical 
projects for 2019-2021 in pri-
ority areas of bilateral co-op-
eration. The projects will be 
launched this month. The two 
parties also intend to create at 
least two joint research labo-
ratories in Belarus and Uzbek-
istan.

During the meeting, the 
Chairman of the State Science 
and Technology Committee 
— Alexander Shumilin — and 
the Minister of Innovative De-
velopment, Ibrokhim Abdura-
khmonov, signed an executive 
programme on co-operation 
in science, technology and 
innovations for 2019-2021. 
According to it, Belarus and 
Uzbekistan will develop sci-
entific and technical co-oper-
ation in cutting-edge technol-
ogies, exchange information 
and carry out joint R&D pro-
jects of mutual interest.

By Svetlana Savelieva

“Our export financing work aims to 
promote Belarusian enterprises’ co-op-
eration with regions worldwide. Africa 
is a continent of great economic po-
tential, drawing special attention from 
the world’s major exporters. With the 
support of our partners from BOAD, 

we’re offering very favourable condi-
tions for African companies interested 
in purchasing goods and services from 
Belarus. This should raise interest in 
co-operation,” stressed the Chairman 
of the Board of Belarus’ Development 
Bank, Andrey Zhishkevich.

BOAD is a financial development 
institution serving countries of the 
West African Economic and Monetary 
Union. Founded in 1973, it includes 
Burkina Faso, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, 
Niger, Senegal, Togo, Benin, Moroc-
co, France, Belgium, the European 
Investment Bank, the People’s Bank 
of China, Eximbank of India, and the 
African Development Bank.

President 
of Belarus 
Alexander 

Lukashenko 
meets President 

of Moldova 
Igor Dodon  

in Minsk 

A new quality of liaison 
under consideration

New Development Bank  
credit line envisages 50 million 

Euros for export financing
Belarus’ 
Development 
Bank has 
opened a 50 
million Euro 
credit line 
to finance 
exports to 
West African 
countries, 
with a 
corresponding 
agreement 
signed by Belarus’ 
Development Bank 
and West African 
Development Bank

April as 
starting 

point

Alexander Lukashenko and Igor Dodon during meeting

Alison Mary Suttie
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By Vasily Kharitonov

While visiting Minsk’s 
High-Tech Park last  Fri-
day,  President Alexander 
Lukashenko studied an ex-
position of new solutions by 
leading resident companies 
of the High-Tech Park. The 
Head of State was shown dig-
ital solutions for agriculture, 
healthcare, education, finance, 
transport, trade, environment, 
robotics, lasers, optics and mi-
croelectronics. He also asked 
representatives of the IT com-
munity about existing technol-
ogies and their applications, as 
well as about promising areas 
of work and the skills that will 
be in demand in the future. For 
example, one of the develop-
ments allows automating work 
processes in agriculture thus 
saving time, effort and money. 
The additional features and 
the information collected by 
this system will be useful for 
businesses and marketing.

The Head of State was 
particularly interested in solu-
tions in the field of robotics. In 
recent times, the price for such 
devices has fallen worldwide; 
therefore such robots can now 
be used in all kinds of appli-
cations — including manufac-
turing, healthcare, agriculture 
and even public catering. The 
President believes that the 
solutions presented at the ex-

position can also be embraced 
by the domestic car making 
industry. “The era of robots is 
coming, whether people like it 
or not,” he said.

Mr. Lukashenko was told 
about blockchain technologies 
that have made considerable 
advances after the decree ‘On 
the Promotion of the Digital 
Economy’ came into force 
in Belarus. A cryptocurren-
cy exchange was launched in 
January. These measures have 
been popular as, among other 
things, they greatly facilitate 
the investment generation pro-
cess. Mr. Lukashenko noted 
that when signing the relevant 
document, he relied on the fact 
that the country would not lose 
anything from these decisions. 
“We will move forward re-
gardless,” he said.

The Head of State learnt 
about EPAM Systems’ pro-
gress, as one of the world’s 
largest IT corporations with 
Belarusian origins. It is cur-
rently among the top-100 
custom software develop-
ment companies. The compa-
ny’s global revenue exceeded 
$1.8bn in 2018. Its shares are 
listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. The market capi-
talisation exceeds $9bn and 
the company employs over 
30,000 specialists. EPAM has 
headquarters in the HTP.

Mr.  Lukashenko  was 
briefed on some of the compa-
ny’s latest technology already 
applied in healthcare. There 
are also technologies applied 
widely in avia-construction 
and another potentially prom-
ising project is a conveyor 
analyser of ore composition — 
which can be used in the min-
ing industry. The President also 
showed interest in virtual reali-
ty technologies that, in addition 
to video games, can be used in 
education and industry.

Interestingly, the total rev-
enue of HTP residents last year 
was Br3.2bn — an increase of 
almost half compared to 2017. 
Exports of services and prod-
ucts cover 127 countries, with 
the USA and EU leading.

The HTP is now also rep-
resented in other regions of 
the country; it has subdivi-
sions in all regional centres, 
and in Bobruisk, Soligorsk 
and Novopolotsk. Last year, 
30 new residents from the 
regions were registered. “We 
see a strong growth trend. I 
think an increasing number of 
companies will be created in 
the regions,” said the HTP’s 
Head, Vsevolod Yanchevsky. 
“Some do not wish to leave 
their small towns, let alone 
work outside the country.”

On meeting representa-
tives of Belarus’ IT commu-

nity, Mr. Lukashenko noted 
that, while deciding on the 
establishment of a High-Tech 
Park in Belarus, he primarily 
focused on the future. “The 
world began to move in this 
direction. Everyone realised 
that we could not do without 
IT. Our country is not rich in 
hydrocarbons and I was ful-
ly aware of this. We needed 
to find something that would 
drive our country forward and 
secure its independence, as we 
live in a wonderful but danger-
ous place at the geographical 
centre of Europe. Therefore, 
it’s important to be careful 
and watchful in our actions 
and politics — in particular, 
when we are responsible for 
millions of people,” the Pres-
ident noted.

He added that his decision 
was also inspired by a con-
versation with the head of an 
American IT company who 
spoke exceptionally highly of 
the capacities and potential of 
Belarusian IT specialists. “It 
made me think. I thought it 
must be true if billionaires and 
business tycoons say so. We 
have tread cautiously at first, 
then there followed a persis-
tent demand for the Govern-
ment to take vigorous and 
decisive action to promote the 
HTP and the IT sector,” Mr. 
Lukashenko added.

The President shared the 
logic behind his decision to 
sign the decree on the promo-
tion of the digital economy. “I 
thought we could not lose. If 
projects fall through, we will 
just move on. If we succeed, 
we will gain. That was my ra-
tionale. I signed the documents 
that you had prepared with the 
experts,” Mr. Lukashenko said.

The President cited several 
examples of traditional indus-
tries and companies that Bela-
rus kept afloat during the years 
of independence. The prod-
ucts of these companies are 
in demand abroad. However, 
at present, the real economic 
sector needs IT solutions.

The HTP is ready to con-
tribute to this important mat-
ter; moreover, there is a solid 
base for this. According to 
Mr. Yanchevsky, Belarus is 
becoming a centre of compe-
tence in Eastern Europe in the 
field of artificial intelligence. 
There are several companies 
in the HTP in almost all are-
as, which have global compe-
tencies — selling their prod-
ucts and solutions around the 
world.

There are further positive 
statistics. In 2018, the High-
Tech Park registered 268 new 
residents and, by the end of the 
year, this number reached 454. 
As a result, one year after the 
adoption of the decree, more 
companies joined the HTP 
than in the previous 12 years 
of its existence. Moreover, 
each company — no matter 
how old it is — is developing 
and its performance is pro-
gressing.

The Park has 56 centres of 
research and development of 
foreign corporations, includ-
ing such well-known compa-
nies as Mapbox (USA), SK 
Hynix (Republic of Korea), 
IAC (USA), Playtika (Israel). 
An important activity of HTP 
has become its contribution to 
the development of special-
ised education in the country. 
Its residents have created and 
now support 60 joint research 
and production laboratories 
and training centres based 
on higher education institu-
tions, as well as 34 branches 
of departments at universities 
directly at the sites of compa-
nies themselves — in Minsk 
and the regions.

True, the HTP is a whole 
IT industry. As Victor Proko-
penya — the founder of VP 
Capital Investment Company 
— believes, IT means more 
than oil in our modern times. 
These technologies are rap-
idly changing society and the 
economy.

Information technologies as 
a driver of economic growth
Belarus becomes the centre of competence in Eastern Europe 

in the field of artificial intelligence

Alexander Lukashenko during meeting representatives of IT-sphere at High-Tech Park
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By Vladimir Velikhov

The United Institute of Informat-
ics Issues of the National Academy of 
Sciences has presented its anthropomor-
phic robot for the first time. Moreover, 
scientists of the Institute presented a mi-
cro-module which is installed on board 
small space satellites or unmanned aerial 
vehicles. The Institute’s stand featured a 
remote monitoring system for crops — 
developed jointly with the Land Scien-
tific-Practical Centre. It aims to improve 
the efficiency of decision-making on the 
planning and regulation of agricultural 
activities. The system allows the profit-
ability of crop production to increase by 
adapting the technology of cultivation 

and harvesting of crops to the prevailing 
conditions.

In turn, the Scientific-Practical Cen-
tre for Multifunctional Unmanned Com-
plexes demonstrated a portable ground 
control point. It consists of two automat-
ed workstations located in a container. 
This development is intended for remote 
control of unmanned aerial vehicles, re-
ceiving and displaying video, thermal 
imaging and telemetry information trans-
mitted from the drone.

In total, over 100 companies from 
16 countries presented their develop-
ments at the TIBO stands. Among them 
were the major domestic and foreign 
manufacturers of telecommunications 
equipment, software, mobile operators, 

developers and suppliers of high-tech 
products.

“Thanks to these annual meetings, 
Minsk has become one of the most sig-
nificant platforms in Eastern Europe for 
the presentation of the latest advances 
in the field of information and commu-
nication technologies,” said President 
Alexander Lukashenko in his welcome 
message sent to participants and guests 
of TIBO-2019.

The Head of State noted that dozens 
of companies from various countries 
demonstrate progressive developments 
in the field of artificial intelligence, the 
Internet, cloud technologies, augment-
ed reality and mobile communications. 
“Belarus has relied on the digitalisation 

of its economy which allowed it to be-
come a digital bridge between the EU 
countries, the Eurasian Economic Union 
and the Asia-Pacific region. The domes-
tic High-Tech Park is constantly growing 
with new residents, and young people are 
increasingly associating their future with 
the IT sphere,” noted the President.

The Minister of Communications 
and Informatisation, Konstantin Shul-
gan, stressed at the opening ceremony 
that Belarus has created good starting 
conditions for successful digital transfor-
mation and ensuring the competitiveness 
of the economy. “The country has creat-
ed a national information infrastructure, 
the IT industry, an effective system of 
public administration and a high-quality 
education system. The format of TIBO-
2019 has been worked out considering 
priority tasks set by the President and the 
Government on the development of the 
digital economy and the co-ordinating 
role of the Ministry of Communications 
and Informatisation in this process,” he 
said.

In addition to the traditional sections 
of the forum, a new thematic block — 
Ecosystem of Innovations — was pre-
sented this year. Subjects of the innova-
tion infrastructure included techno-parks, 
incubators, technology transfer centres, 
venture funds and successful innovation 
projects.

Mr. Shulgan also spoke about plans 
for the development of 5G in Belarus, 
noting, “Experimental zones have al-
ready been created. All aspects of the 
technology are being worked out. We 
are exploring how these technological 
innovations will be used in industry. In 
the past, we introduced cellular technol-
ogies that lagged behind the global lead-
ers and we have had to learn from this, 
but, at present, we are keeping up with 
the times.”

Newest communication standards, cloud 
technologies and the Internet of things 

are among other exhibits at Minsk’s 26th 
International Information  

and Telecommunication Exhibition —  
TIBO-2019

By Olga Korneeva

Bulgaria’s Pleven Province 
plans to develop trade-eco-
nomic interaction with 
Belarusian regions

Detailed mechanisms for 
the project were discussed dur-
ing the meeting between the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Belarus to 
Bulgaria, Alexander Lukashe-
vich, and the leadership of the 
Pleven Province and the city of 
Pleven.

Shortly before, the Bela-
rusian Ambassador met with 
Pleven Mayor Georg Spartan-
ski and Pleven Province Gov-
ernor Miroslav Petrov. The two 

sides outlined areas of work to 
boost trade-economic collabo-
ration between the city and the 
province via twin-town co-op-
eration with Brest, as well as 
with other regions of Belarus. 
They also exchanged views on 
the possibilities of enhancing 
humanitarian interaction, pri-
marily in the field of culture 
and education.

While in Pleven, Mr. Luka-
shevich met with the Chair-
man of the Bulgaria-Belarus 
friendship group at the National 
Assembly of Bulgaria, Vasil 
Antonov. The major topic of 
discussion was prospects for 
the development of contacts be-
tween the parliaments of Bela-
rus and Bulgaria.

Alexander Lukashevich 
and Vasil Antonov laid flow-
ers at the St. George the Con-
queror Chapel Mausoleum on 
the main square of the city to 
commemorate the Belarusian 
soldiers who took part in the 
liberation of Pleven during the 
Russian-Turkish war of 1877-
1878.

By Svetlana Savelieva

In January-February 2019, 
Belarus’ exports increased 
by almost 16 percent to In-
donesia and by more than 
22 percent to Singapore in 
comparison with the same 
period last year

In the first two months of 
2019, Belarusian exports to In-
donesia almost reached $30m 
(up 16 percent from Janu-
ary-February 2018). In 2018, 
mutual trade reached a record 
high of $257.7m, including 
$227.3m in exports. Exports 
of Belarusian goods to Indone-
sia reached record-high figures 

over the 25 years of diplomatic 
relations between the two states. 
Belarus’ main exports to Indo-
nesia include potash fertilisers, 
automotive vehicles, tyres, pol-
yamide, medical furniture and 
equipment.

In January-February 2019, 
Belarus’ exports to Singapore 
reached almost $4m (up more 
than 22 percent for the same 
period in 2018). Last year, Bela-
rus’ main exports to this country 
comprised lubricating oils, al-
uminium, wire from unalloyed 
steel, copper and electric appli-
ances. The total exports in 2018 
were $18.5m. Total mutual trade 
reached almost $51m.

Belarus’ exports to Indonesia 
and Singapore increasing

Regions committed to co-operation

Exhibits attract attention at TIBO-2019

Developments that 
define the future
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By Anna Naumova

Andrey Zhiznevsky is called by 
many ‘a Belarusian left-hander’ and 
this is true. The creativity of this 
39-year-old Vitebsk master has made 
a breakthrough in domestic jewellery 
art. His Soviet legends, a IS-2 tank 
and U-2 aircraft, made with the help 
of a silver microscope, are wonder-
ful. It has taken several years and a 
mountain of patience for Andrey to 
complete the works. A considerable 
amount of money was offered to him 
for these silver items, but he did not 
want to think of them in any private 
collection. As a result, he has donat-
ed his works to the state. In 2017, the 
miniature tank augmented the collec-
tion of the Great Patriotic War History 
Museum in Minsk and, on July 3rd, 
2018, Vitebsk’s Regional Local Lore 
Museum received his biplane, with a 
diamond on the fuselage.

Was it hard to find a true proto-
type for your precious IS-2?

It was a challenge. To find it, I 
even had to travel to Cuba. I went 
there in the hope that I would man-
age to study the heavy ‘victory tank’ 
in local museums; however, I couldn’t 

find a model for my work in the home-
land of cigars. I did manage to see 
a self-propelled unit which was once 
used by Comandante Che Guevara. 
The IS-tank I was searching for was 
found well-preserved in a much clos-
er state and quite suddenly. I do not 
remember why I drove with my wife 
through Gorodok, in the Vitebsk Re-
gion. Suddenly, I noticed a tank on 
a pedestal there and was virtually 
struck by lightning: this was the tank 
I had been looking for. The next day, 
I went again with a tape measure and 
a caliper. I studied, measured and 
sketched the tank so that the welding 
seams in the miniature copies would 
coincide with the original.

Was making copies a challenge 
full of discoveries for you?

Perhaps one of the main challeng-
es for me was the patina. It had to give 
the tank the most realistic camouflage. 
All you need to work with is sulphur. 
When it’s combined with soda ash, we 
make potash, which is used in jew-
ellery for oxidation and patination. 
Free sale of sulphur in our country is 
banned, so I had to experiment with 
eggs. I bought some in the store and 
some from a villager and, when they 

went off, I started painting. I placed 
the tank details above the container 
and observed how they reacted with 
hydrogen sulphide. I then added cot-
tage cheese and apples into the mix-
ture to make new shades.

Last summer you finally put an 
end to the work with a mini-ver-
sion of the Soviet biplane in 1/34 
scale. Your U-2 is also handmade. 
Is working with hands your jewel-
lery credo?

That’s right, I’ve been in the pro-
fession for 20 years. I thought I would 
become a military man and even stud-
ied at the Suvorov Military School for 
some time. However, I later connected 
my life with creativity. I started with 
a collection of chains in my uncle’s 
workshop and I know how much work, 
effort and soul you need to invest to 
make a product exclusive. As a typical 
representative of the old school, I be-
lieve that stamping and casting is one 
thing, and individuality is completely 
different. These are on different plan-
ets. Yes, people should always have 
choice, but the taste and understand-
ing of beauty must also be generated 
and educated. There are some jew-
ellers in the world who’ve achieved 

great heights. Looking at what they 
are doing, it’s hardly possible to un-
derstand how this is possible. I be-
lieve Nikolay Kuzmich — who recre-
ated the St. Yevfrosiniya Polotskaya’s 
cross — is one of the ‘diamonds’ of 
jewellery art.

You have a lot of ideas. Tell us 
more of the recent achievements.

A unique work, produced jointly 
with my Russian colleague Pavel Za-
dorozhny was recently presented. The 
picture is called ‘Zero Infinity’. With 
our creativity, we have offered people 
a new look at the surrounding reali-
ty. We also wish to reconcile the two 
geniuses: Chagall and Malevich are 
known for their dispute about art. The 
picture was presented at the Vitebsk 
Centre of Contemporary Art which 
celebrated its centenary last year.

Are you going to return to the 
creation of miniature copies of mil-
itary equipment?

Today I’m involved in other pro-
jects. I want to surprise the world with 
unique handmade watches based on a 
fusion of ‘smart’ technology and jew-
ellery. I hope this non-standard nov-
elty will take me to the heights of the 
Guinness Book of Records.

Vitebsk 
jeweller 
Andrey 

Zhiznevsky 
to reconcile 
Chagall with 
Malevich and 

amaze the 
world with 
a surprising 

clock

By Olga Korneeva

After the birth of her first daughter, 
she began baking cakes, but eventually 
wanted more of a challenge. “I decided 
to switch to marshmallows and hon-
ey-gingerbread,” she explains, noting 
that her father is a beekeeper. 

Initially, Yulia used information on-
line but experience perfected her skills. 
“You need to cook gingerbread for a 

long time,” she tells us. “Also, before 
you knead the dough, you need to let 
it rest in the refrigerator for a day. Only 
then do you roll it out and cut out shapes, 
baking them and painting with glaze.”

The glaze is the most difficult stage, 
working layer by layer, as each dries, 
seeing the creation take shape. 

“There are various techniques and 
I want to try them all but don’t always 
have time,” she admits. “I mostly work 

at night when the children are sleeping, 
and during the day, if possible, I bake 
the ingredients.”

Yulia  Matyusheva has once 
cooked a 1.5m tall gingerbread house. 
Its ‘construction’ took about a day. 
“Each time, it turns out better and 
better, and it’s very inspiring,” she 
smiles. “The main thing is that this 
amazing hobby allows me self-ex-
pression.”

Amazing hobby with taste
Yulia Matyusheva, from Vitebsk, likes to create 

beautiful figures and sculptures from gingerbread 
and marshmallows — elegant houses and characters 

inspired by various cartoons

Andrey Zhiznevsky’s pieces of art leave no-one indifferent

Pure ‘diamonds’  
of jewellery art
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How to provide first aid when 
there is a sharp increase in 

blood pressure?

A. Savoisnik, Mogilev

A hypertensive crisis is a sud-
den increase in blood pressure 
which can pose a threat to human 
life or health. Therefore, not only 
hypertension patients but also 
their families need to know how 
to provide first aid if this occurs.

The main cause of the first, 
less serious, type is often psy-
cho-emotional, and develops 
without obvious previous symp-
toms. It can last from a few min-
utes to 2-3 hours. Such a crisis 
can begin suddenly, often when 
the sufferer is generally well. 
They may experience a sudden 
sharp headache — often of a pul-
sating nature, flickering lights, a 
grey area or mist in front of the 
eyes and double vision, some-
times patients may temporarily 
lose vision. In this state, people 
are usually excited, irritable, of-
ten extremely worried, experi-
encing a feeling of heat and dry-
ness in the mouth, cooling limbs, 
trembling throughout the body. 

There are also palpitations, stab-
bing pains in the heart area, feel-
ing short of breath, redness of the 
skin of the face, neck and hands 
or sometimes, on the contrary, a 
pale appearance — followed by 
the appearance (especially on the 
chest) of red spots and sweating. 
Body temperature increases — 
usually by no more than 1 de-
gree. If signs of a hypertensive 
crisis occur for the first time, it’s 
important to immediately consult 
the doctor or an ambulance.

In such instances, many pa-
tients can cope independently 
without medical help. However, 
sometimes a hypertensive crisis 
can be the first manifestation of 
a hypertensive disease, which a 
person might not have previous-
ly known about.

What can be done as emer-
gency care in this situation? First, 
it is necessary to calm the patient. 
Anxiety will contribute to even 
higher blood pressure. It’s possi-
ble to take Corvalolum, tincture 
of valerian or motherwort. It is 
also necessary to ensure the flow 
of fresh air into the room where 

the patient is by opening a win-
dow. Put the patient to bed if pos-
sible, propped in a semi-sitting 
position using pillows, to keep 
warm and provide rest. Ice or a 
cold compress should be placed 
on the forehead and mustard or 
warm compresses on the legs for 
15-20 minutes. Blood pressure 
medication prescribed by the 
doctor can be taken. If there is 
pain in the chest and shortness of 
breath, a Nitroglycerin tablet can 
be put under the tongue and the 
ambulance called. While waiting 
for the doctor to arrive, another 

tablet can be taken if necessary. 
However, no more than 2 tablets 
of Nitroglycerin should be taken 
before the arrival of the ambu-
lance as it can sharply reduce the 
blood pressure.

People suffering from hy-
pertension are recommended to 
always keep antihypertensive 
drugs such as Captopril (Ca-
poten) or Nifedipine (Corinfar, 
Cordaflex) on hand. Taking these 
drugs in a crisis should be dis-
cussed with the doctor. In a hy-
pertensive crisis, 25mg of Cap-
topril or 10mg of Nifedipine can 

be taken sublingual (under the 
tongue). If improvements are not 
felt in half an hour, then another 
dose of the same can be taken — 
but no more! If there is no effect 
after another 30 minutes, the doc-
tor must be consulted.

Blood pressure must be 
measured once every 20 min-
utes. If it does not fall after these 
measures have been taken, the 
patient’s condition worsens or 
there is pain behind the sternum 
or other alarming symptoms, it is 
necessary to call an emergency 
medical team.

To avoid dangerous com-
plications of hypertension, the 
patient must constantly monitor 
their own blood pressure, record 
its performance in a special diary 
and not miss taking antihyperten-
sive drugs prescribed by the doc-
tor. After all, a single failure in 
taking a dose of medication can 
lead to a sharp increase in blood 
pressure which can threaten seri-
ous complications in the form of 
myocardial infarction or stroke.

By Tatiana Zhukova,  
doctor of the highest category, 
Candidate of Medical Sciences

To avoid dangerous complications
A D V I C E  F R O M  D R .  Z H U K O V A 

By Oleg Bogomazov

Construction works on the 
restoration of the hydrological 
regime of Dikoe swamp have 
recently begun in the Belov-
ezhskaya Pushcha. They will be 
conducted over an area of 330 
hectares. The restored lands 
are bush reclamation swamps 
in the region of the Pruzhany 
District. 22 dams are to be built 
on an area about 500m wide 
and up to 7km long. This will 
create a kind of buffer between 
intensively used agricultural 
land and natural swamp.

“The Institute of Experi-
mental Botany has carried out 
work on the assessment of the 
swamp massif. The border area 
between the natural swamp and 
its drained area has been ac-
knowledged as a priority. This 
is a section of the Klepachi rec-

lamation system which has a 
significant impact on the hydro-
logical regime. Last year, it was 
passed to the National Park,” 
explains Viktor Fenchuk, a 
programme co-ordinator of the 
Frankfurt Zoological Society.

The project is scheduled to 
be completed within a month. 
In the future, works are planned 
to continue on other problem 
areas of Dikoe, as well as on 
other sites.

The Dikoe swamp massif is 
one of the four largest lowland 
swamps in the world, which 
has been preserved in a state 
as close to natural as possible. 
It is the most important natural 
area in Belarus, unique for its 
flora and fauna. As part of the 
National Park, the swamp has 
the status of a world heritage 
site and a UNESCO biosphere 
reserve. In addition, it is an area 

of importance for birds of in-
ternational importance, and a 
Ramsar convention protected 
land.

Restoration of the natural 
hydrological regime in Belov-
ezhskaya Pushcha is defined as 
a priority by the management 
plan of the National Park. The 
Park has been consistently en-
gaged in solving this important 
environmental problem for 
five years, together with the 
ABP-BirdLife Belarus public 
organisation and the Frankfurt 
Zoological Society with the 
support of the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources and Environmen-
tal Protection. During this time, 
the natural water regime is be-
ing restored in Dikoe, Nikor and 
Popelevo and the Borushchichy 
and Plyanta areas, as well as the 
Solomenka network of forest 
reclamation canals.

In places with unique 
flora and fauna

Cascade of 22 dams to be built in 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha

By Natalia Yakovleva

6th Belarusian-Korean Sci-
ence. Innovations. Indus-
try Forum held at Minsk’s 
Polytechnik Sci-Tech Park 
of Belarusian National 
Technical University

The goal of the forum is to 
promote bilateral co-operation 
in science and technology, to 
establish new business contacts 
and identify promising areas and 
forms of co-operation to advance 
the development of innovative 
processes in the two countries. 
“The participants of the forum 
learnt about innovative agencies, 
research centres, innovation and 
investment projects in the two 

countries aimed at implementing 
priority national programmes 
and promoting technologies and 
high-tech products of various in-
dustries to foreign markets”, say 
the Park’s staff.

The business programme 
lasted for two days and included 
a plenary session with the partic-
ipation of representatives of the 
Republic of Korea and Belarus, 
panel discussions on nanotech-
nology and biotechnology, and a 
seminar on scientific and techni-
cal information.

The forum was organised by 
the State Science and Technolo-
gy Committee of Belarus jointly 
with the Ministry of Science and 
ICT of the Republic of Korea.

Priorities clearly outlined

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Gomel photographer 
wins ASE International 
Photo Awards-2019

A photojournalist from 
the Gomelskaya Pravda 
newspaper, Alexey Ger-
asimenko, has won the 
photojournalism compe-
tition — ASE Internation-
al Photo Awards-2019. 
Among the winners were also 
the editor-in-chief of the Paks-
Press News Agency — Peter 
Kiss - from Hungary, a nucle-
ar engineer, an employee of 
India’s Nuclear Power Corpo-
ration — Vikram Reddy, and 
a correspondent of The Daily 
Star — Mirza Shakil, from 
Bangladesh. Among the best 
works is a photo of Ramil Na-
sibulin, from BELTA Agency.

A record number of works 
by Belarusian journalists made 
it into the top 24. These are pic-
tures of Artem Turlay, Alexey 
Gerasimenko, Sergey Sevko, 
Ramil Nasibulin. More than a 

hundred photos from Belarus, 
Bangladesh, Hungary, India 
and Egypt were entered into the 
contest. The works were judged 
by the international panel in 
the following categories: ‘En-
ergy of the Future’, ‘People’, 
‘Cities’ and ‘Wildlife’ — with 
both single photos and series, 
as well as works taken on mo-
bile devices.

The International ASE In-
ternational Photo Awards is 
held to familiarise a wide au-
dience with the life, cultural 
wealth and national identity of 
the countries of the ASE.

Jury acknowledges the best

A photo by Alexey Gerasimenko

Active leisure time is the best remedy
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In an agreement made re-
cently, the European Union’s 
Operation Sophia will transi-
tion from using maritime pa-
trols to air missions.

The EU extended the man-
date of the Operation Sophia 
naval mission to counter human 
smuggling and trafficking in 
the Mediterranean, the Council 
of the EU announced in a press 
release. The mandate will last 
another six months, but an EU 
official said that patrols by EU 
Naval Force — Mediterranean 

(EUNAVFOR Med) warships 
will be suspended.

However, the operation’s 
air patrols and support of the 
Libyan coastguard and navy 
will continue, the official said.

Operation Sophia has been 
in place since 2015 and was 
started in order to prevent the 
smuggling of people across the 
Mediterranean Sea. Since its 
origin, it’s predicted that the 
programme has rescued about 
45,000 people.

The change in transporta-

tion comes after Italy said that it 
would no longer accept people 
rescued at sea. Italy, along with 
other EU countries, concluded 
that the use of boats was inef-
ficient at dissuading migrants 
from getting on the boats in an 
attempt to reach Europe.

The Italian Government has 
recommended that other EU 
member states should receive 
migrants at their respective 
ports.

EU diplomats also said 
the current solution would not 

require a change of mandate, 
which would be a lengthy pro-
cedure. Other options were to 
shut down Sophia or to launch 
a new operation, moving the 
headquarters away from Italy, 
likely to Tunisia, with a new 
mandate involving only the 
training of the Libyan coast 
guard.

While the operation will 
continue, the transition from 
sea to air rescue prevents the 
rescue of people who are being 
smuggled by water.

EU’s Operation Sophia 
prolonged by six months

A weakening global econ-
omy and trade disputes 
pushed activity in Germa-
ny’s manufacturing sector 
to contract at its fastest 
rate since July 2012, a sur-
vey showed 

Markit’s Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) for manu-
facturing, which accounts for 
about a fifth of the economy, 
fell to an 80-month low read-
ing of 44.1, down from 47.6 
in February and lower than the 
flash reading of 44.7. It was the 
third successive month that the 
index was below the 50.0 mark 
that separates growth from 
contraction.

“Both total new orders and 

export sales are now falling at 
rates not seen since the global 
financial crisis, with more and 
more firms reporting lower de-
mand linked to Brexit, trade 
uncertainty, troubles in the au-
tomotive industry and general-
ly softer global demand,” said 
IHS Markit’s Phil Smith.

Weakening exports have 
translated into a slowdown in 
Europe’s biggest economy, 
which posted its lowest growth 
rate in five years last year.

The economy has been 
relying on consumption for 
growth. A robust labour mar-
ket, rising wages and low inter-
est rates have been supporting 
the consumption-driven cycle.

Germany’s recession worsens

EU diplomats reached a tentative deal to extend Operation Sophia, 
the bloc’s anti-smuggling operation in the Mediterranean

As France celebrated the 
30th anniversary of the 
Louvre’s famous glass 
pyramid, French artist JR 
unveiled a giant collage in-
tended to reveal its secrets

The iconic pyramid now 
appears to emerge from the 
abyss in an optical illusion cre-
ated with huge strips of printed 
papers.

Some 400 volunteers , 
working in teams of 50, spent 
four days pasting 2,000 paper 
strips on the cobbles of the fa-
mous museum’s courtyard.

A camera on the roof of 
the Louvre fed images to two 
giant screens which appeared 
to show the pyramid emerging 
from its foundations, as if from 
a giant quarry of white rock.

French artist JR has often 
been dubbed as ‘the French 
Banksy’ after the British street 
artist. He previously collabo-
rated with the Louvre Museum 
to camouflage the 70-foot-high 
pyramid in 2016.

“Why not reinvent and re-
think places? Why not wake 

up in your own city and allow 
yourself to reinvent and rethink 
it, to look at it in a different 
way?” JR said as the public 
discovered his new creation.

The first visitors seemed to 
appreciate the project. “It’s in a 
dip, you could say. I didn’t real-
ise it was a way of erecting the 
pyramid from the ground, and 
that’s interesting,” said psy-
chologist Odile Vurmes.

“I know JR’s work, not 
all of it, but I think he’s really 
making a statement by doing 

this at the Louvre,” pharmacist 
Charlotte Rayssac said.

The Louvre’s pyramid 
was commissioned by Pres-
ident Francois Mitterand to 
Chinese-American architect I. 
M. Pei’s. While many Parisi-
ans hated its unconventional 
architecture when it was first 
unveiled 30 years ago, the 
pyramid is now revered like 
one of the Louvre’s greatest 
treasures.

China tech 
firms, seeking 
passion and 
energy, promote 
younger staff

French artist reveals Louvre 
pyramid’s secrets with giant collage

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

Chinese tech giants are 
in the hunt for young, 
energetic staff to take the 
place, in some cases, of 
veteran managers

The companies deny that 
the moves, which are worrying 
some older employees, reflect 
any discrimination based on age. 
Explicit age discrimination is il-
legal in many countries, though 
not in China.

Chinese tech companies are 
known to prefer young workers, 
in part because of demands such 
as the so-called ‘996’ schedule 
that asks employees to work 
9am to 9pm, six days a week.

Tencent Holdings confirmed 
plans to reshuffle 10 percent of 
its managers. “Let some older 
members of management retire 
from their positions,” Tencent 
Holdings President Martin Lau 
said. “Their jobs will be taken 
up by younger people, new col-
leagues who may be more pas-
sionate.”

Asked to elaborate on the re-
shuffle, Tencent cited its annual 
report as stating its employment 
practice complies with laws 
and regulations and ‘does not 
discriminate on the grounds of 
gender, ethnicity, race, disabil-
ity, age, religious belief, sexual 
orientation or family status’.

Analysts said the move to 
promote younger managers is 
driven in part by the rise of a 
new generation of Chinese In-
ternet companies such as Pindu-
oduo and Bytedance, which are 
mostly run by entrepreneurs and 
engineers born in the 1980s or 
1990s.
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By Veniamin Mikheev

Lidia Ruslanova became in-
spired to collect pieces of art and 
rare books in 1930 by her third 
husband — entertainer Michail 
Garkavi. Taking over her hus-
band’s hobby, Lidia soon sur-
passed him in knowledge. “I de-
voted myself with passion to the 
acquisition of paintings…,” she 
later recollected. Mrs. Ruslanova 
studied monographs about artists, 
bought albums and exhibition 
catalogues, listened attentively to 
the assessments of her advisers 
who were the best experts of that 
time: the Trustee of the Tretyak-
ov Gallery — artist, restorer and 
art historian, Igor Grabar, and the 
head of the restoration workshops 
of the State Hermitage in Lenin-
grad, Stepan Yaremich. She was 
also helped by artist Filipp Toskin 
and the Russian Museum’s re-
storer, Mr. Sosnovsky. It all came 
to fruition as Mrs. Ruslanova 
gained terrific instincts and in-
tuition for genuine sophisticated 
artefacts. “I’m not a professor 
but I can always tell an original 
from a copy,” she said. The singer 
prepared her financial documents 
carefully and kept them for years; 
after the camps and prisons, this 
ensured that most of her collec-
tion was returned.

She wanted to create a spe-
cial aura of the ‘Russian’ pictur-
esque world, in her huge apart-
ment in Moscow’s Lavrushinsky 
Lane. Paintings inspired her to 

search for new interpretations 
of the old Russian songs which 
were the main part of her artistry. 
“They help me sing and evoke 
the mood,” she admitted. “I sing 
of these fields, forests, rivers and 
Malyavin’s women.” Lidia loved 
everything that reminded her of 
the old days, of the deep traditions 
of the Russian people. Paintings 
by brothers Makovsky, Vasnetsov 
and Kustodiev, Shishkin and Nes-
terov were close to her heart. The 
collection turned out to be im-
pressive and exquisite — match-
ing the tastes of its owner.

“When my parents got mar-
ried in summer 1942, my moth-
er already had all the paintings 
she’d collected before the war,” 
recollects Lidia’s stepdaughter 
Margarita — daughter of General 
Kryukov.

During the war,  Mrs. 
Ruslanova performed as part of 
front-line entertainment brigades 
and she donated money to buy 
two ‘Katyusha’ vehicles. Her fa-
mous concert by the Reichstag 
in 1945 is now part of history. In 
1948, the singer was arrested on 
charges of anti-Soviet propagan-
da, looting and the so-called ‘tro-
phy case’ — along with her hus-
band, General Vladimir Kryukov. 
She was sentenced to 10 years in 
a camp.

All information about Lid-
ia’s confiscated collection comes 
from the protocols of her inter-
rogations, the catalogue of the 
Tretyakov Gallery and contem-

poraries’ evidence. The list of 
the collection was compiled by 
investigators in 1948 during the 
singer’s arrest. It included 132 
paintings. Approximately 60 
paintings were not detailed by 
NKVD experts, but still the list 
was impressive: 7 pictures by 
Konstantin Makovsky, 5 — Boris 
Kustodiev, 5 — Ivan Shishkin, 4 
— Ilya Repin, 4 — Mikhail Nes-
terov, 4 — Ivan Aivazovsky, 3 — 
Vasily Polenov, 3 — Filipp Ma-
lyavin, 3 — Konstantin Somov, 
2 — Mikhail Vrubel, in addition 
to pictures (one by each artist) by 
Fiodor Rokotov, Vasily Veresh-
chagin, Vasily Surikov, Victor 
Vasnetsov, Pavel Fedotov, Vasi-
ly Tropinin, Isaac Levitan, Ivan 
Kramskoy, Karl Bryullov, Gen-
rikh Semiradsky, Grigory Myas-
oedov, Konstantin Yuon, Zinaida 
Serebryakova, Gustav Schwarz 
and Arseny Meshchersky.

The former chief curator of 
the Tretyakov Gallery — Lidia 
Romashkova who had worked 
there since 1956 — remembered, 
according to the gallery’s former 
employees, “Firstly, NKVD peo-
ple came to the gallery and hand-
ed over several dozen paintings 
— without saying who owned 
them or where they had been tak-
en from. The gallery staff guessed 
much later that the works were 
from Mrs. Ruslanova’s collec-
tion. Later, in 1953, the same ‘au-
thorities’ suddenly reported Lidia 
Ruslanova’s rehabilitation and 
said that ‘all confiscated items 

must be immediately returned to 
the family and deleted from the 
catalogue’.” Some of these paint-
ings were sent to the State Pro-
curement Commission in 1949 
and were distributed among mu-
seums in the early 1950s.

Her stepdaughter adds, “She 
personally wanted to give the 
collection to the state in the fu-
ture, but she was not given the 
opportunity... After rehabilita-
tion, my mother gradually be-
gan to part with it: most 
of the collection is 
kept at the Belarusian 
museum, several works 
are in the Taganrog gallery 
and the Kyrgyz National Mu-
seum, and some pieces are kept 
privately.” 

In 1954, after returning from 
the camp, Lidia was returned 103 
paintings from the State Tretyak-
ov Gallery. She then sold several 
works by Repin, Rokotov, Fe-
dotov, Serebryakova and Vas-
netsov to the Tretyakov Gallery, 
at the request of its heads. A huge 
role in the acquisition of paint-
ings from the collection of Mrs. 
Ruslanova was played by the 
perseverance and charm of Yele-
na Aladova — the Director of the 
State Art Gallery of the BSSR in 
1944-1977.

Paintings from Lidia’s col-
lection began to join the State Art 
Museum of the BSSR from 1950 
to 1989, from three sources: the 
State Procurement Commission 
of the USSR, exhibitions of pri-

vate collections in 1961-1962, 
and Mrs. Ruslanova personally 
— later, after her death in 1973, 
from her stepdaughter Margarita 
and from collector N. Yakovleva, 
who bought some of the singer’s 
works. Overall, 43 pieces were 
passed on: 42 paintings and one 
graphic work.

In 1962, two paintings — 
Nikolay Sverchkov’s Hussar 
and Malyuta Skuratov by an un-
known artist — were transferred 
for permanent storage to the Pinsk 
Museum of Local Lore (Pinsk 
Museum of Polesie History) and, 
in 1963, two works — Crossing 
by Piotr Sokolov and Award from 
Sokolniki to Chiefs in the Pres-
ence of Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich 
by Klavdy Lebedev — went to 
the Vitebsk Regional Museum of 
Local Lore.

Unfortunately, a full cata-
logue of paintings from Mrs. 
Ruslanova’s collection cannot be 
compiled as much of the collec-
tion was lost or dispersed after the 
war. After gaining her freedom, 
the singer’s passion for painting 
‘burned out’. She explained, “In 
reality, to own private property is 
complete nonsense. One’s house 
should be clean, comfortable and 
lack any collections.”

At present, paintings from 
Mrs. Ruslanova’s collection are 
the backbone of the exposition of 
classical Russian art. They also act 
as the foundation of the two thou-
sand collection of Russian paint-
ings of the National Art Museum 
of Belarus.

Masterpieces from famous 
singer’s collection amaze

C
U

LTU
RE

The National Art 
Museum’s exhibition 
presents 29 paintings 
from the collection of 
Lidia Ruslanova — a 

well-known USSR folk 
singer whose heyday 

was in the 1930-1940s. 
At the same time, 

her private collection 
was born, and it was 
finally completed in 

the immediate post-war 
years.

Works from Lidia 
Ruslanova’s collection 

inspire significant interest
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By Valentin Pepelyaev

The 14th International 
M.@rt.contact-2019 Youth 
Theatre Forum, hosted by 
Mogilev, saw twenty-three 
performances from ten 
countries this year, with 
theatrical drama of all 
varieties providing enter-
tainment

No strangers at the feast 
of life

The participation of Bela-
rusian theatres in the Forum 
programme was significant and 
meaningful within the diverse 
palette of the Mogilev holiday. 
Belarusian-Ukrainian GETA-
MY (This Are Us) show, staged 
by Stas Zhirkov, was based 
on Andrus Gorvat’s Prudok 
Homeland (the second produc-
tion based on the book, as Ro-
man Podolyako’s performance 
is currently being staged at the 
Kupala Theatre).

Other works included Shore 
Behind the Nettles (by a Brest 
troupe) and Hunting for Myself 
(by the Republican Belarusian 

Drama Theatre) based on Al-
exander Vampilov’s Duck Hunt 
(also staged by Stas Zhirkov). 
Meanwhile, there was the triple 
national theatre awarded In-
spector (a comedy by the Ku-
pala Theatre) and the Mogilev 
troupe’s Yellow Sand, by Vasil 
Bykov. Gomel City Youth The-
atre brought its Beauty Queen 
‘kitchen-sink thriller’, based 
on the play by Irish Martin Mc-
Donagh.

People and puppets
The Mogilev Regional 

Puppet Theatre premiered an 
original staging of Candide, 
or Optimism, by the theatre’s 
chief director, Igor Kazakov, 
inspired by Voltaire’s philo-
sophical story. Mr. Kazakov’s 
visual inventiveness brought 
vital energy and wit (rather 
than bawdiness), as fans of his 
Hamlet and At the Bottom will 
appreciate. Actors from Mogi-

lev’s drama troupe joined pup-
peteers from the city to delight 
audiences. Original works by 
Alexander Kuleshov, Alexey 
Tsybin, Nikolay Steshits and 

others were also memorable.
The St. Petersburg Bolshoi 

Puppet Theatre, which recently 
visited Minsk as part of its tour-
ing season, presented Sky in the 
Suitcase, Young People in the 
Night, inspired by the existen-
tialism of Albert Camus’ The 
Stranger. The performance fea-
tured students of Artistic Direc-
tor Ruslan Kudashov and was 
staged by Denis Kazachuk. In-
terestingly, the actors used only 
gapits (rough wooden rod pup-
pets devoid of individual traits) 
to emphasise the metaphor of 
existentialism. Meanwhile, a 
tense game of light and shadow 
played out upon the stage, in-
spiring us to yearn for an end to 
the facelessness and monotony.

Warning: epatage!
The Naked King, by the 

Daugavpils Theatre, staged 
by Oleg Shaposhnikov, was 
based on works by Wilhelm 

Hauff and Yevgeny Schwartz. 
It was perhaps the most daring 
of the programme’s perfor-
mances. Mr. Shaposhnikov 
played the role of the King in 
the exquisite spectacle, which 
was beautifully costumed, 
with spectacular choreogra-
phy and fine acting.

Kiev’s Pralnya Theatre 
social rave-band joined mem-
bers of the DAKH Centre of 
Contemporary Art — TseSho, 
surprising everyone with a 
real acoustic rock concert, us-
ing puppets and simple props. 
The double bass even trans-
formed into a guitar, with the 
show exploring the theme of 
anti-militarism, reminding us 
of the fragility of all beauty and 
harmony, in the face of violence 
and military conflict.

St. Petersburg directors 
Grigory Kozlov (Tartuffe, by 
the Masterskaya Theatre) and 
Lev Erenburg (The Cherry 
Orchard, by the Small Drama 
Theatre) gave audiences a new 
interpretation of the Moliere 
and Chekhov classics, and 
achieved their goal worthily.

Own shirt closer… to the matter

By Olga Korneeva

Anastasia Lavrinchuk to 
represent Belarus at Miss 
World 2019 pageant

Anastasia was born in 
Minsk. She is a second-year 
student of the BSU Institute 
of Business. She is fond of 
reading and education and is 
proud that she graduated from 
the gymnasium with an aver-
age score of ‘10’. She is cur-
rently focussing on improving 
her English language skills, 
working on her runway walk 
and her speech. To participate 
in Miss World, she must make 

stage outfits, prepare a show, 
a folk dance and make a pres-
entation video. The National 
Beauty School is helping her 
prepare for the competition.

The pageant places great 
store by charitable activities. 
Anastasia’s parents are an 
example of good deeds. For 
many years, they have reg-
ularly visited and supported 
orphanages and Anastasia is 
always keen to be involved, 
she has recently accompanied 
children with disabilities to a 
special fashion show entitled 
‘Colour Dreams’, also per-
forming as part of the Red 

Dress event with a worthy pur-
pose: funds gained from ticket 
sales are used to help people 
suffering from cardiovascular 
diseases.

Miss World is the oldest 
and most prestigious beauty 
contest. About 130 countries 
take part in it annually. The 
2019 show will take place in 
Thailand. From November to 
December, the participants 
will fight for the crown which 
Miss World 2018 — Mexican 
Vanessa Ponce de Leon — will 
pass on to a new ‘queen’ dur-
ing the gala final. 

Belarus has achieved sig-

nificant success at the prestig-
ious beauty contest. Last year, 
Miss Belarus-2018 — Maria 
Vasilevich — joined the top 
five participants, earning the 
title of the most beautiful girl 
in Europe. The Belarusian was 
also successful in the interme-
diate stages. She was among 

the top girls at the Miss Top 
Model and Miss Sport events. 
Anastasia was among the few 
to be invited to perform a na-
tional dance solo in the final 
show. The National School of 
Beauty was also engaged in 
Maria Vasilevich’s prepara-
tion for Miss World.

Belarusian performances don’t go 
unnoticed at M.@rt.contact-2019 Forum

Shakespeare  
and Voltaire out  
of competition

Pr o f e s s i o n a l  c r i t i c s 
chose the premiere of 
Candide, or Optimism, 
by Mogilev’s Regional 
Puppet Theatre, staged 
by the theatre’s chief di-
rector Igor Kazakov, for 
the main prize. Mean-
while, the public vote 
(by young journalists 
and theatre bloggers) 
went to St. Petersburg’s 
Subbota State Theatre, 
for its Much Ado About 
N o t h i n g ,  b a s e d  o n 
Shakespeare’s comedy.

A C C E N T

Simply being beautiful is 
not enough to win pageant

The Naked King stands out for its expressive staging

A. Lavrinchuk at the Colourful Dreams fashion show
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By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Minsk to welcome Final 
Four of the Baltic Handball 
League

The capital of Belarus will 
host the decisive stage of the 
Baltic Handball League for 
the first time, with the Final 
Four matches taking place on 
April 20th-21st on the handball 
ground at the Uruchie Palace.

On the first day of the com-
petitions, two semi-finals will 
be held, with SKA Minsk play-
ers facing the current winners 
of this tournament — Finnish 
Cocks Riihimäki — while the 

Lithuanian Dragunas of Klaipe-
da play against Ukrainian ZTR 
Zaporozhye. The winners of the 
matches will compete for the 
main prize, while the losers will 
play off for bronze. 

SKS Minsk handballers 
have won the Baltic League on 
three occasions (2013, 2014 
and 2015), claimed silver once 
(2016) and bronze twice (2017 
and 2018). Last season, the Min-
skers defeated Ukrainian ZTR 
Zaporozhye — 40:37 — in the 
match for the third place, while 
in the decisive match for the gold 
medal, Riihimäki beat Estonian 
Põlva — 26:23.

  Anastasia Shkurday 
broke the national record of 
Alexandra Gerasimenya in 
the 100m butterfly swimming 
— completing the qualifying 
standard for the Olympics in 
Tokyo. The 16-year-old swim-
mer set a new national record 
at the junior championship 
of Belarus held in Brest. She 
covered the distance in 57.78 
seconds. This time exceeds the 
FINA standard of category A 
for the adult World Cup 2019, 
which will be held on July 
12th-28th in Gwangju (Re-
public of Korea), as well as the 
standard for the 2020 Olympic 
Games in Tokyo.

The previous record be-
longs to Alexandra Gerasime-
nya, who covered the distance 
in 58.09 seconds in 2012.
  Belarusian Victoria 

Azarenko, after reaching the 
final of the tournament in 
Monterrey (Mexico), rose to 
60th place in the ranking of 
the Women’s Tennis Associa-
tion — with 1,001 points. Be-

fore the tournament, she was 
in 67th place. Arina Sobolen-
ko retained 10th place (3,595 
points), Alexandra Sasnovich 
is 35th (1,495) and Vera Lap-
ko — 65th (871).

 Belarusian athletes won 
three awards at the World 
Cup in Rhythmic Gymnastics 
in Italian Pesaro. In the hoop 
exercise, Belarusian gymnast 
Yekaterina Galkina rose to 
third place on the podium, with 
21,200 points.

In the exercise with clubs, 
Belarusian Alina Gornosko 
took bronze: the judges rated 
her programme with 20,600 
points.

Another bronze for Bela-
rus’ national team also went 
to Alina Ginosko — in her ex-
ercise with the ribbon (18,800 
points).

 Famous Belarusian spe-
cialist Eduard Zankovets has 
been appointed head coach of 
the Dinamo Saint Petersburg 
hockey club. This informa-
tion is available on the official 
website of the St. Petersburg 
team.

Dinamo plays in the Su-
preme Hockey League of the 
Russian championship. This 
season, it finished 14th in the 
regular season of the SHL.

Eduard Zankovets started 
his coaching career in Dina-
mo Minsk and then worked as 
a head coach of the national 
teams of Belarus and Kazakh-

stan, headed Kazakhstan Bar-
ys and Slovak Slovan which he 
left in 2018. He also worked as 
an assistant coach in Avangard 
and St. Petersburg SKA.

A R E N A

Experience of victory 
likely to prove useful

By Natalia Yemelianova

In the clean-and-jerk category, 
Belarusians won eight medals. Gen-
nady Laptev (61kg), Darya Naumo-
va (76kg) and Yevgeny Tikhontsov 
(96kg) became European champions. 
Silver medals were won by Piotr 
Asaenok (81kg) and Andrey Aryam-
nov (109kg). Bronze went to Yulia 
Asaenok (45kg), Vadim Likhorad 
(73kg) and Vadim Streltsov (102kg).

Consequently, the national team 
won 19 medals (7, 7, 5) – taking into 
consideration ‘small’ medals (snatch) 
and clean-and-jerk. In addition, the 
men’s national team also came second 
in the team standings on points — los-
ing only to Georgia.

The continental forum was in-

credibly successful for Belarusians, 
as our athletes renewed 22 records at 
the same time: European, national and 
youth.

Over 400 athletes from 47 coun-
t r ies  competed at  the European 
Weightlifting Championships. At the 
tournament — which is a qualifier for 
the 2020 Olympics, the participants 
managed to win points necessary for 
their performance in Tokyo.

The next serious test of strength 
for Belarusian weightlifters will be 
the World Championships, to be held 
in September in Thailand. Of course, 
the competition will attract the atten-
tion of our fans — especially given the 
successful performance shown by the 
Belarusian weightlifters at the conti-
nental forum in Batumi.

The 
President 
of Belarus’ 
hockey team 
wins 12th 
Republican 
Amateur 
Tournament
By Alexander Pimenov

To be more precise, the 
President’s hockey team has won the Re-
publican amateur competition for prizes 
of the Presidential Sports Club for the 
tenth time. Last Saturday, in the second 
match of the final series of the 12th tour-
nament, the Head of State’s team defeat-
ed hockey players of the Minsk Region 
at the capital’s Olympic Park Sports 
Complex — 3:2 (0:0, 3:1, 0:1). The first 
match of the final series — held a week 
ago at Molodechno’s Ice Palace — also 
finished with victory by the President’s 
team — 3:1.

Events in the second match of the fi-
nal series developed as follows. The first 
period was an equal struggle. The Pres-
ident’s team received a numerical ad-
vantage on several occasions but failed 
to capitalise on it. In the second third of 
the match, fans enjoyed four goals. Five 
minutes before the second break, the 
hockey players of the Presidential squad 
scored twice: the score was opened by 
Alexey Baranov and his initiative was 
continued by Konstantin Koltsov. The 
guests tried to react and soon Alexey 
Yerashov cut the gap. However, 20 sec-
onds before the end of the period, Oleg 
Mikulchik once again brought the hosts 
advantage to two goals — 3:1 — with a 
long pass. In the final period, the Minsk 
hockey players made every effort to 
recoup and, 5 minutes before the final 

whistle, Alexander Kruchinin scored to 
ensure 3:2. There were no more goals.

Konstantin Koltsov and Alexey Bar-
anov were acknowledged as the best 
winning team players of the match, 
while Artem Puchkovsky and Alexey 
Yerashov were named the best of the 
losing team. Bronze went to the Brest 
hockey players who beat the Gomel 
team — 5:0 — in an away match.

Following the 12th Republican Am-
ateur Tournament, the best players were 
named as goalkeeper Alexey Gritsenko 
(Minsk Region), defender Andrey Gle-
bov (Presidential team), forward Pavel 
Bely (Presidential team). A forward of 
the Minsk Region’s team — Yevgeny 
Naumenko — was recognised as the 
best scorer of the tournament: 23 points 
(11 goals and 12 assists). Alexander 
Lukashenko scored 5 goals and made 10 
assists in the competitions.

The President’s hockey team has pre-
viously won nine amateur competitions 
(2008, 2010-2012, 2014-2018). Hockey 
players of the Gomel (2009) and Minsk 
(2013) regions also have a victory each. 
The 12th Republican Amateur Tourna-
ment was organised by the Presidential 
Sports Club, the Sports and Tourism 
Ministry, the Ice Hockey Federation of 
Belarus and the Minsk City Executive 
Committee.

Winning 
weight 
worth  
gold
98th European Weightlifting 
Championships – recently hosted by 
Batumi – becomes 
most successful in 
history of Belarus. 
Our team is placed 
second in the overall 
medal standings 
and in the personal 
medals table in  
some categories, 
with Russians being ahead.

Following pleasant 
leadership tradition

European champion  
Darya Naumova

Golden weight of 
Yevgeny Tikhontsov

Cup goes to team of winners
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Minsk’s BelEXPO Exhibition Centre hosts demonstration of fashion designs as part of 18th Belarus Fashion Week

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM  
OF BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 25th April. Reality
Until 28th April. Territory of Portrait. Close 
View 
Until 28th April. Tkachev Brothers. 
Beginning of the Path
Until 28th April. Honoré Victorin Daumier 
and More
Until 12th May. Paralised Flame
Until 21st June. Two Worlds of Russian 
Icon Painting: 17th century monuments 
from Russian Icon Museum (Moscow)
Until 30th June. Salvador Dali

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 12th May. 1919: Belarusian Republic
Until 30th May. Exhibition of party dresses: 
Invitation to the Ball 

BELARUSIAN LITERATURE 
HISTORY MUSEUM
13 Bogdanovich Street
Until 30th April. Travel to Land of 
Childhood: Yanka Mavr and Literature for 
Children 
Until 31st May. Vladimir Korotkevich: 
Awakened Memory

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street
Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

NATIONAL LIBRARY  
OF BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 30th April. Small Homeland: Tale of 
Times

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY  
OF BELARUS
11 Sovetskaya Street
Until 2nd August. Killed Strongmen of 
Belarusian Land

NATIONAL CENTRE  
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 12th May. I’m Monet, I’m Shishkin, 
I’m Malevich

MAXIM BOGDANOVICH 
LITERARY MUSEUM
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 24th April. Witnesses of Time

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 28th April. Sacral Abstraction 

FIRST RSDRP SESSION HOUSE-
MUSEUM
31a Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 7th July. Miraculous World Under 
Microscope

©
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BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
18.04. The Bat
19.04. Sleeping Beauty / Four States
21.04. Ball-Masquerade
22.04. Anastasia
24.04. Karmina Burana. Carmen-Suite
25.04. Iolanta

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
18.04. Taming of the Shrew
19.04. Intimate Comedy
20.04. Dangerous Ties
21.04. Grooms
24.04. He and She

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
18 and 19.04. Night of Anton Chekhov’s 
Miniatures
20, 21 and 23.04. In Search of True Self
24.04. Mechanical Man

MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
18.04. Cleopatra
19.04. The Bat
23.04. Women’s Revolt
24.04. My Fair Lady
25.04. Swan Lake

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
18.04. Local Cabaret 
18 and 23.04. Elza’s Land
19.04. People on Marshes
20 and 21.04. Paulinka
20.04. Prudok Homeland
21.04. Inspector
24 and 25.04. Kupala Night Dream

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
18.04. Suffering Because of Common 
Sense
20.04. Ticket to Brest Train
21.04. Three Giselles
22.04. Without Words of Love
23.04. Wisdom Measurer
24.04. Pelican
25.04. If There Is No Tomorrow

BELARUSIAN ARMY THEATRE
3 Krasnoarmeiskaya Street
18.04. Inspector
19.04. Last Ardent Lover
20.04. Romeo and Juliet
25.04. I’m Your Officer

NEW DRAMA THEATRE
16 Liza Chaikina Street
18.04. Zhanna
22.04. Factory Girl
23.04. Life of Minerals
24.04. How I Became…

Catwalk  
of the  
week
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