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Competitions bring together 
professionals and amateurs

Last Saturday, Minsk Ski Track became a final 
accord of the grandiose sport holiday, embracing 
the whole country

1026th Minsk  
International Book  
Fair became a  
glittering event 6
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By Vladimir Khromov

Belarus’ border policy is 
aimed at strengthening good 
neighbourliness rather than any 
confrontation with neighbouring 
states, said the President of Be-
larus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
as he approved a decision on the 
protection of the state border by 
the border service in 2019. “We 
are not restricting our border to 
create problems for our citizens 
and those who want to come to 
us. We want to create a favoura-
ble environment, but at the same 
time we must stop those who 
want to enter the country with ill 
intentions. This is especially im-
portant in the run-up to the 2nd 
European Games.”

Mr. Lukashenko issued an 
instruction to maintain law 
and order and be as attentive 
and understanding to foreign 
travellers as possible. The 
President reminded the audi-
ence that tasks to protect and 
strengthen law and order in the 
frontier areas were specified 
for the State Border Commit-
tee a year ago. All necessary 
decisions have been adopted 
and control procedures at the 
border have been optimised 
to make Belarusian border 
checkpoints more efficient.

The President raised sev-
eral acute issues including the 
capability of the State Border 
Committee in confronting 
exist ing challenges.  Fur-

thermore, he inquired about 
measures already implement-
ed and those soon to be taken 
to ensure the security of the 
country. He also asked what 
still needs to be done to in-
crease the effectiveness of the 
border service.

“Given growing negative 
factors associated with illegal 
migration, drug trafficking and 
smuggling (especially weap-
ons), the State Border Commit-

tee must increase the number of 
personnel. It’s an unprecedent-
ed step, but national security 
comes first,” stressed the Head 
of State.

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  M r. 
Lukashenko ordered compre-
hensive measures to increase 
personnel numbers and set up 
new border units. This primarily 
refers to the revival or strength-
ening of mobile units. “These 
are reserve forces that can be 

immediately deployed if the 
situation becomes aggravated.”

According to the Chairman 
of the State Border Committee 
of Belarus, Anatoly Lappo, the 
President gave instructions 
regarding measures to ensure 
border security and national se-
curity in general. The process 
is already underway to improve 
the border infrastructure and to 
strengthen separate parts of the 
border, including in the south. 
There is also the instruction 
to make sure that law abiding 
citizens and transport vehicles 
cross the border in a comfort-
able, fast and secure way in 
accordance with legislation. 
Last year, the number of people 
crossing the border increased 
by 3 percent while the number 
of vehicles grew by 7 percent.

Among the existing chal-
lenges, Mr. Lappo mentioned 
illegal transit migration. For 
example, in 2018, illegal mi-
gration from the East to the 
West increased by more than 
57 percent, with border guards 
arresting 457 people. “We are 
protecting not only the state 
border of Belarus, but also the 
European Union from illegal 
migration and we should join 
our efforts.” he said. He also 
spoke about growing drug traf-
ficking, with Belarusian border 
guards seizing over 450kg of 
substances in 2018 — almost 
quadruple 2017.

As far as the increase in 
personnel numbers and the de-
velopment of mobile groups 
are concerned, the Chairman 
of the State Border Commit-
tee didn’t give any figures. 
He stressed however, that this 
measure is aimed at ensuring 
border security. Mr. Lappo 
explained that mobile groups 
are primarily oriented towards 
solving any issues that should 
arise unexpectedly.

Border 
service 
in the 

context
of time

Alexander Lukashenko 
approves decision about 

the protection of Belarus’ 
state border by border 

guards in 2019

By Alexander Pimenov

The geopolitical outcomes 
of 2018 have revealed a funda-
mental crisis in international re-
lations that is spilling over into 
new regions. The international 
situation is increasingly unstable 
and unpredictable threatening a 
more permanent deterioration 
of the global environment. The 
major challenges include in-
creasing competition and mis-

trust between the leading inter-
national players and centres of 
power; ‘simmering’ regional 
conflicts and new areas of in-
stability; escalation of economic 
tensions, trade wars, sanctions 
and countersanctions; a threat to 
the international system of arms 
control and a throwback to the 
arms race; emergence of princi-
pally new threats to international 
security in the cyberspace. “All 
this pushes the world to the 

verge of a new cold war, a global 
geopolitical, economic, military 
and ideological confrontation 
and enhances the likelihood of 
a conflict involving global pow-
ers,” reads the review.

The document says that 
‘staying committed to the strate-
gic partnership with the Russian 
Federation, Belarus continued a 
meaningful dialogue with the 
European Union, its member 
countries and other Western 
powers, the United States of 
America’. The country has ac-
tively strengthened ties with the 
states of Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa and Latin America, to 
promote co-operation on a wide 
range of issues of mutual inter-
est, diversify foreign economic 
activity and secure a foothold in 
new markets.

One of Belarus’ priorities 
in the international arena is 
economic diplomacy aimed at 
ensuring economic security and 
achieving equal distribution of 
exports between the three mar-
kets: the EAEU, the EU and dis-
tant regions.

Belarus confirmed its role as 
a country capable of generating 

and implementing the unifying 
initiatives, particularly in the 
area of regional security. The 
Belarusian ideas of non-con-
frontational collaboration and 
a broad international dialogue 
to overcome existing contra-
dictions in the common space 
of the Euro-Atlantic and Eur-
asian regions were character-
ised by concrete content during 
large international events held 
in Minsk in 2018, namely: the 
Minsk Dialogue Forum: East-
ern Europe: In Search of Secu-
rity for All (May 23rd-25th); the 
High-Level International Con-
ference Preventing and Coun-
tering Terrorism in the Digital 
Age (October 9th-10th); the 
Munich Security Conference 
Core Group Meeting (October 
31st and November 1st). Thus, 
Minsk reaffirmed its role of an 
international host site to discuss 
and propose solutions to the 
most complicated global and 
regional problems, says the re-
view.

The Minsk Agreements 
remain one of the key mecha-
nisms for the settlement of the 
situation in the east of Ukraine. 

In 2018 Belarus hosted more 
than twenty meetings in the 
framework of the Trilateral 
Contact Group.

After its optimisation in 
2017-2018, Belarus’ network of 
foreign establishments covers 
57 countries (or 109, consider-
ing concurrent accreditation). 
Belarus hosts 48 embassies, 
four offices of embassies, three 
trade missions, 39 consulates of 
foreign states and 18 missions 
of foreign organisations, as well 
as 91 foreign diplomatic mis-
sions with concurrent accredita-
tion based in Moscow, Vilnius, 
Warsaw, and Kiev.

In 2018, Belarus continued 
the gradual liberalisation of the 
visa policy which resulted in the 
simplification of visa require-
ments for citizens of several 
states, and an increased period 
of visa-free stay. The Govern-
ment supported the initiative of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to draw a national tourism pro-
motion strategy.

Priorities form an active position
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs releases foreign 
political review for 2018

On border control



3
The Minsk Times
Thursday
February 14
2019

FO
C

U
S

By Maxim Osipov

The President’s team, along 
with Alexander Lukashenko, 
comprised Svetlana Konoshen-
ko, four-time Olympic cham-
pion Darya Domracheva and 
Nikolai Lukashenko, won the 
relay race at the competition. 
After the race, the President 
addressed the audience and 
watching journalists, saying, 
“Ski! I say this not as a pres-
ident but as an ordinary per-
son who has been skiing since 
childhood. There’s nothing 
more worthwhile than skiing, 
especially for girls. It benefits 
beauty, health and muscle tone. 
Skiing is great!”

Answering journalists’ 
questions, Mr. Lukashenko 
made a range of important 
statements relating to sport. In 
particular, he promised that by 
next winter, the manufacture of 
good domestically-made skis 
will be established in Belarus. 
These will be able to be used 
for professional and amateur 
sport and athletes’ training. “I 
promise we’ll have high qual-
ity skis. Of course, we’ll be 
choosing skis for athletes at 
the level of Darya Domrache-
va or Nadezhda Skardino from 
a hundred pairs produced by 
the leading skiing firms,” he 
added.

The President explained 
his love of skiing and winter 
sports by his personal experi-

ence, as he has enjoyed skiing 
since childhood, “I’m obliged 
to inspire others to follow my 
example and go skiing. If you 
learn skiing, your children will 
follow you. My own sons are 
very keen on it, a personal ex-
ample is very important.”

Sport itself opens new op-
portunities for the country in 
general. Answering a question 
on whether the conduct of in-
ternational competitions brings 
commensurate rewards, Mr. 
Lukashenko responded emo-
tionally, “Not commensurate, 

but excessive rewards! More-
over, there are benefits which 
can’t be measured in monetary 
terms. Belarus is a small piece 
of once a bigger empire. Who 
in the world knew it? Now, 
they have visited [at the re-
cent European Figure Skating 
Championship], looked around 
and admired us. If they’d come 
to us in May, for example, and 
saw our picturesque Minsk and 
beautiful natural scenery! They 
will soon arrive at an even bet-
ter time [to attend the 2nd Eu-
ropean Games in June] and will 

be even more astonished. At 
present, hundreds of millions 
of US Dollars are paying for 
the country’s image and good 
PR.”

The President underlined 
the fact that the significant 
thing is not the money which 
will be spent on preparation, 
though it’s also important, 
but that we haven’t made a 
loss, “We’ll soon be hosting 
an athletics competition. I’ve 
been dreaming about this and 
asked the Head of the Inter-
national Athletics Federation 

to conduct the Europe-USA 
athletics match in our country. 
Can you imagine what kind 
of an event it will be? It’s at a 
level similar to the European 
Games. Therefore, it’s worth 
not millions but billions of US 
Dollars when people arrive 
in our country and leave it in 
a good mood, admiring our 
state. These are investments, 
maybe, not in ourselves, but 
it’s a foundation for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. So, 
don’t skimp on money when 
inviting guests!”

Competitions bring together 
professionals and amateurs
Last Saturday, the Minsk Ski Track became the final venue for  
a great sporting festival which has embraced the whole country

By Tatiana Pastushenko

Former biathlete of the 
Belarusian national team and 
Olympic champion, Nadezhda 
Skardino, first took part in the 
Minsk Ski Track. During the 
years of her sporting career she 
had no time for this, performing 
at World Cup stages and prepar-
ing for other large international 
tournaments.

After the performance, Na-
dezhda said, “I had no doubts 
that the Minsk Ski Track would 
bring together a large number 
of participants and fans. In my 
opinion, it was a great event. 
I now train almost every day, 
as I want to perform well at 
the Legends Race due to take 
place in Raubichi on February 
18th.”

Miss Belarus-2018 Maria 
Vasilevich wasn’t afraid to ap-
pear at the start of the novice 
race. The country’s premier 
beauty queen mastered skiing 
only a month ago; at first, she 
worked on the classical style, 
then skate skiing and trained 
in shooting. However, she said 
that she couldn’t avoid nerves, 
“There were not many training 
sessions, so I was extremely 
worried. However, it was well 
worth it and I enjoyed it greatly. 
I’d advise everyone that there’s 
no need to be afraid to start 
something new.”

After the ‘official’ races, 
which brought together repre-
sentatives of various ministries 
and departments, thousands 
of amateurs appeared on the 
track in Vesnyanka. Both ex-

perienced skiers and novices 
watched the competitions with 
great enjoyment and prepared 
for their races. 13-year-old pu-
pil Ivetta Lazarenko learnt ski-
ing three years ago during PT 
lessons and took part in the race 
for the first time; she was keen 
to prove herself in such a com-
petition. Meanwhile, 82-year-
old Victor Demenkovets hasn’t 
missed the Minsk Ski Track 
event for many years, explain-
ing his love of this winter sport, 

“As soon as I begin to ski, I im-
mediately gain some muscles. 
After such hard work it’s even 
easier for me to work on my 
land plot during the summer 
season. Furthermore, I don’t 
feel my years; I feel as if I’m 
25-30 years old.”

It probably won’t be wrong 
to say that Victor Demenkovets 
the most experienced skier on the 
track in Vesnyanka, as he began 
skiing back in 1954 in Bobruisk, 
65 years ago. He remembers 

that when he was skiing his first 
distance run, he was half dead at 
the end of it but now can cover 
thousands of kilometres on skis 
every year.

“I ski almost every day. It’s 
good to see that this sport is be-
coming more and more popu-
lar. Each year I ski at the Minsk 
Ski Track, it’s great to ski when 
there are so many people around. 
Moreover, my granddaughters 
will be very pleased with my 
medal,” he added.

A sound mind in a sound body
Ministers and heads of various 
departments of the country 
joined former athletes and 
amateurs in skiing

The winning team
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By Svetlana Savelieva

Belarus calls on USA and 
Russia to show responsibility 
for the world’s future

The current situation around 
the Intermediate-Range Nucle-
ar Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) is 
fraught with the potential escala-
tion of conflict and a new spiral 
in the arms race, which will have 
serious long-term consequences 
for the European continent, An-
drei Shuplyak, Deputy Head of 
the Information and Digital Di-
plomacy Department of the Be-
larusian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, commented to mass media 
representatives on Belarus’ stance 
towards the US decision to quit 
the INF Treaty.

Belarus calls upon the United 
States and Russia to once again 
show responsibility for the future 
of the world, as they did thirty 
years ago, to pre-empt the dest-
abilising effects of this type of 
weapon on security in the Eura-
sian region, said the represent-
ative of the Belarusian Foreign 
Ministry.

According to Mr. Shuplyak, 
being a responsible party to the 
INF Treaty, Belarus is concerned 
for its future. “We believe that, 
through a professional and mutu-
ally respectful dialogue, using pri-
marily the INF mechanisms, all 
stakeholders can and should save 
the treaty,” added Mr. Shuplyak.

As previously reported, on 
January 2nd, Washington of-
ficially notified Moscow of its 
withdrawal from the INF Treaty. 
US President Donald Trump and 
Secretary of State Michael Pom-
peo announced that Washington 
suspended its obligations under 
the INF Treaty on February 2nd 
and that the withdrawal process 
will be complete in six months if 
Russia does not return to compli-
ance with the Treaty.

By Vladimir Khromov

The format of the events at 
top level has become ingrained 
into managerial practice. Alex-
ander Lukashenko discussed 
acute political topics with the 
leadership of the Presidential 
Administration, security is-
sues with the Security Council, 
and economic issues with the 
Council of Ministers leader-
ship. This time, the agenda was 
wide ranging and they tackled 
issues around Parliament, the 
State Control Committee, the 
Presidential Administration 
and other structures. Their 
heads were also invited to take 
part in conversation. The Pres-
ident outlined, “We’ll consider 
several draft laws which will 
have a direct influence on the 
business environment. These 
cover international collabora-
tion, interaction with the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, issues of 
customs procedures and cus-
toms matters. The Government 
made several proposals aiming 
to enhance the efficiency of 
separate companies. I’d also 
like to once again remind you 
that there should be no person-
al excess or luxuries in govern-
ment departments.”

Mr. Lukashenko noted that 
new initiatives to support legal 
entities can only be put in place 
when the previous conditions 
for assistance have been com-
pletely fulfilled. 

After the session, Belarus’ 
First Deputy Prime Minister, 
Alexander Turchin, told jour-

nalists that in the near future, 
a range of documents is to be 
adopted aimed at further im-
provement of the business en-
vironment in the country and 
enhancement of Belarus’ in-
vestment attractiveness.

“We’ve focused on the 
practice of applying particular 
norms of legislation in the his-
tory of our state. Therefore, it 
will be necessary to make some 
corrections to the suggested 
documents. Conceptually, the 
major issues outlined in them 
are supported by the Head of 
State,” noted the First Deputy 
PM, adding that relevant docu-
ments will be prepared shortly.

As far as the work of sepa-
rate enterprises is concerned, 
Mr. Turchin noted the success 

of the project to provide state 
support to Gomelsteklo JSC. 
This was high on the agenda 
during the session. The Dep-
uty Prime Minister said, “The 
Government can be satisfied 
with how this company has 
functioned when provided 
with significant state assis-
tance,  which has yielded 
definite results. The results 
of 2018 and the level of its 
profitability allow the Gov-
ernment to feel optimistic and 
be confident that the company 
will completely fulfil its obli-
gations to the state, the budget 
and the banking system.”

However, the situation at 
the cement plants is difficult 
and Mr. Turchin explained the 
problems in this sphere, “Im-

plementation of investment 
projects was launched at a time 
when prices for goods were sig-
nificantly reduced. At present, 
the enterprises can ensure their 
current activity. I stress that the 
issue of probable provision of 
state support to the cement in-
dustry will be submitted to the 
President in a separate norma-
tive legal act.”

The session, involving the 
President, also tackled some 
international documents which 
deal with customs co-operation 
as part of the CIS and interac-
tion with international financial 
structures, particularly, with 
the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development in 
financing of projects in housing 
and utility infrastructure.

Significant conversation 
brings benefit to business
Topics of international co-operation, the work of various enterprises 
and the reformation of favourable business environment in the country 
discussed at the President’s session with the Government leadership

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

As of February 1st, 
2019, Belarus’ inter-
national assets, in 
line with preliminary 
estimates, made up 
$7bn 17.7m (in equiv-
alent), according to 
the National Bank’s 
Information and Public 
Relations Department

In January 2019, the coun-
try’s gold-and-currency re-
serves reduced by $139.9m (by 
2 percent).

The reduction of the level 
of international reserve assets 
in January was caused by the 
planned payment of external 
and internal obligations in for-
eign currency by the Govern-
ment and the National Bank 
(worth about $650m).

The maintenance of the 

level of gold-and-currency re-
serves in January was facilitated 
by the foreign currency income 
into the budget, including that 
from export duties for oil and 
oil products, the increase of 
the cost of monetary gold, and 
earnings from the sale of bonds 
(issued in foreign currency) by 
the National Bank.

According to the guidelines 
of monetary policy for 2019, the 
volume of international reserve 
assets is expected to reach at 
least $7bn by January 1st, 2020.

Gold-and-currency 
reserves total $7bn

By Olga Korneeva

The organisation of events 
dedicated to the 25th an-
niversary of the Belarusian 
Rouble was discussed at a 
meeting between the Pres-
ident of Belarus, Alexander 
Lukashenko, and the Chair-
man of the National Bank’s 
Board, Pavel Kallaur

According to the Head of 
State, the 25th anniversary of 
the Belarusian national curren-
cy should not escape public at-
tention and he asked about the 

proposals of the Head of the Na-
tional Bank in this respect. “Peo-
ple used to call the national cur-
rency different nicknames, for 
example the ‘zaichik’, etc. Back 
then, the Government and the 
Supreme Council had to work in 
the toughest conditions. You all 
know where we started from. We 
have gradually built our mone-
tary system and developed our 
currency. Today, the Belarusian 
national currency is widely rec-
ognised,” Mr. Lukashenko said.

Speaking about the current 
situation, the Head of State 

said that there is calmness on 
the financial market and an ab-
sence of any concerns in this 
respect in society. “However, 
there are critics and those who 
don’t like such a strict finan-
cial policy in the state, but it’s 
aimed at preserving stability. 
Therefore, I’m almost afraid 
to say, ‘thank you,’ but the em-
ployees of the National Bank 
deserve our gratitude,” assert-
ed the President.

Mr. Lukashenko pointed out 
that the Chairman of the Nation-
al Bank’s Board bears personal 
responsibility for the provision 
of financial stability. “The heads 
of commercial banks know this. 
Try to find a common language 
with them and build a secure 
structure in the sphere of fi-
nance. In recent times, we have 
been less speaking about money 
and finances. They say money 
enjoys silence and we have been 
observing these principles,” 
added the President.

Money enjoys silence

The treaty 
should be 
preserved

National Bank received thanks

Government looks optimistically on Gomelsteklo enterprise
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By Svetlana Savelieva

The National Bank’s Board 
has approved its list of com-
memorative coins for 2019, 
including a ‘2nd European 
Games 2019. Minsk’ coin, 
marking Minsk’s hosting of the 
major event. A ‘Summer Sports. 
Tennis’ coin is also planned, in 
honour of the tennis champions 
Belarus has been nurturing.

As has become traditional, 
there will be a coin dedicated to 
the ‘Bird of the Year’, as chosen 
by the APB BirdLife public as-

sociation. For 2019, the greater 
spotted eagle has been chosen, 
being the thirteenth in the ‘Bird 
of the Year’ series. Meanwhile, 
a ‘Zvanets Reserve’ coin will 
be the next in the ‘Reserves of 
Belarus’ environmental series.

Naturally, the new-release 
coins will be snapped up by 
collectors, but they also make 
great gifts, especially to mark 
special occasions. With this in 
mind, there is the ‘Day of the 
Angel’ coin, dedicated to the 
theme of naming ceremonies 
for babies.

Coins differ

By Vladimir Yakovlev

Have you experienced ar-
omatic ‘potato babka’ freshly 
baked from the oven in a clay 
pot, or tasty ‘skrylniki’ (potato 
circles, cooked with onion and 
meat, baked in milk or cream)?

Gourmets of our nation-
al dishes know that few of 
Minsk’s bistros and cafés serve 
the full range of our cuisine. 
If you fancy ‘smazhenkas’ — 
beef or pork baked with toma-
to and sweet peppers — you 
can now order these to be de-
livered straight to your door, 
thanks to the entrepreneurial 
spirt of Alexander Zhurkevich. 
Following traditional recipes, 
he makes everything from 
scratch and is cornering a new 
niche in Belarusian cuisine ser 
vices.

He tells us that he bakes 
the dish for 45 minutes in the 
oven, simmering in a clay pot, 
then deliver in a thermo-bag. 
Draniki are soon being added to 
the menu. “We’re often invited 
to cater for birthday parties and 
similar events, or even business 
meetings,” he explains, chatting 
with me in a small café at the 
Youth Social Service Business 
Incubator in Minsk. Dozens of 
small enterprises are registered 
with the Youth Social Service 
and take meals at the ‘Shpar-
kiya Vilki’ (Quick Forks) café. 
The wall depicts ancient 
Golshany Castle: a site that 
Alexander is keen to help 
restore.

Shelves are filled with 
clay pots, dry bouquets and 
pickled cucumbers. Alex-
ander is already employing 
a team to help with his ven-
ture. “Few can believe that 
I launched this business 
just a few years ago with 
only $200-300 in my pock-

et. I’d only just married and our 
first baby had just been born. 
However, despite difficulties, 
my wife supported me, which 
was very important.”

Curiously, Alexander was 
never keen on cooking but his 
construction business was de-
clining and he needed to find 
a less competitive 
a v e n u e .  T h e 
President of 
Belarus’ call 
to revive na-
tional cui-
sine en-
couraged 
A l e x -
ander 

and he began making ‘potato 
babka’, although a particular va-
riety of potato was needed which 
was rather more expensive than 
he’d first anticipated. Nor was 
the variety easy to source, and 
Alexander needed a good cook, 
who was familiar with Belaru-
sian recipes. In fact, his chef hails 
from Lithuania, and happened to 

be in Minsk at just the right 
time. To meet demand, the 

team also serves some 
popular Chinese dishes.

I’m always a little 
mistrustful of fast 
food and was keen 

to know where 
A l e x a n d e r 
sourced his 

ingredients. In fact, he ex-
plains that he buys only from 
manufacturers and large retail 
chains which have strict qual-
ity control.

Alexander is again at a 
crossroads, seeking ways to 
expand his business. Thanks 
to market research (funded by 
the Development Bank, which 
subsidises this assistance to 
small businesses) he’s discov-
ered that selling ‘potato babkas’ 
and ‘smazhenkas’ for delivery 
in Moscow could prove profita-
ble. Soon, Russians will be able 
to taste Belarusian delicacies in 
the comfort of their home.

Despite lacking any cu-
linary training, Alexander is 
making a success of his cater-
ing business. “I was astonished 
by a film about an entrepre-
neur who was promoting his 
business against all odds,” he 
muses. “Since then, I’ve real-
ised that success comes wher-

ever there’s a strong wish  
to act.”

‘Potato babka’ 
comes to visit

Minsker masters secrets  
of Belarusian folk cuisine 

and delivers delicacies  
to customers’ doors

National Bank of Belarus to 
release fourteen varieties of 
commemorative coins in 2019

By Olga Korneeva

Calendar of Belarus tourist 
events for 2019 outlined

T h e  l i s t  o f  m u s t - s e e 
events for tourists in 2019 
was drafted by the Tourism 
Department of the Sports 
and Tourism Ministry,  in 
co-operation with regional 
authorities and the Minsk 
City Executive Committee. 
The calendar features over 
90 events catering to every 
taste. These include sports 
competitions, concerts, cu-
linary events, film festivals, 
theatrical forums, medieval 
tournaments and many more. 
One of the key events of the 
year will be the 2nd Europe-
an Games that will take place 
in Minsk on June 21st-30th. 
Tourists might also enjoy the 
music and tourist season in 
the Upper Town, a museum 
show, the Minsk Jazz pro-
ject, the international festival 
of history re-enactment, the 

Minsk International Listapad 
Film Festival and the Christ-
mas Opera Forum. Belarusian 
regions also have many inter-
esting events on offer. For ex-
ample, the Nesvizh Historical 
and Cultural Museum-Re-
serve invites visitors to take 
part in the music and theatri-
cal quests Mysteries and Se-
crets of the Radziwill Family. 

Vitebsk will arrange Chagall 
Readings, while Lepel will 
host a festival of Belarusian 
mythology, entitled Visiting 
Lepel Tsmok. Moreover, wa-
ter lovers will certainly ap-
preciate the Motol Regatta 
in the Brest Region, while a 
magic show is expected to 
draw crowds during the festi-
val of illusionists in Grodno.

Guests will surely 
have much to see

Would you like a tourist guide to Minsk? You’re welcome!

Alexander Zhurkevich has created an original business niche in the capital almost from scratch              

Commemorative coin from the ‘Bird of the Year’ series
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Guests  
becoming  
acquainted  
with creativity

By Veniamin Mikheev

The museum is preparing a 
range of interactive programmes 
for the forthcoming sporting 
event, enabling guests to try their 
hand at the potter’s wheel and 
in weaving belts. According to 
Pavel Sapotsko, the Director of 
the National History Museum, 
the diverse programme aims to 
present the rich culture of our 
Belarusian nation: not only its 
roots but modern achievements 
across various branches. All 
exhibits and materials are being 
taken from museum collections.

“We’re creating a Belarusian 
Cultural Centre in the Village 
of Athletes and organising 
an exhibition there. It should 
prove interesting to athletes and 
foreign tourists alike, featuring 
Belarusian national costume, as 
well as our folk crafts and arts,” 
Mr. Sapotsko adds.

Guests will be able to 
access multi-media historical 
and cultural projects, such as 
within the Treasures of the 
National History Museum of the 
Republic of Belarus complex. 
There is also an e-book filled 
with museum treasures (using 

video-camping technology) 
and a multi-media project about 
Krevo Castle.

During the 2nd European 
Games, the National History 
Museum will join the Belarusian 
State University of Culture 
and Arts, the Belarusian State 
Academy of Arts, and the 
Belarusian Union of Artists 
in showcasing items from the 
History Museum and works 
by Belarusian famous painters. 
“The exhibition aims to show our 
culture and history. Fortunately, 
we have much to be proud of,” 
concludes Mr. Sapotsko.

If a person injures their leg, 
it must be immobilised with a 
bandage or any improvised ob-
ject such as rolled up magazines 
or newspapers, cardboard, a 
branch or a board. At the same 
time, any manipulations should 
not cause anxiety or pain to the 
patient.

The most serious injury that 
can be obtained as a result of a 
fall is a fracture of the skull. This 
can happen if a person falls on 
their back and hits their head on 
the ground or pavement. In this 
case, the person may have lost 
consciousness and suffer from 
severe headaches, nosebleeds or 
shortness of breath. In case of 
head injury, concussion may oc-
cur. In this case, a person may be 
affected by dizziness, cold sweat, 
vomiting and have pale skin.

When first aid is being pro-
vided, a person should be placed 

on their side to avoid blockage 
of the respiratory tract. If there 
is no open damage to the skull, 
then you can apply something 
cold to the sore spot. This will 
stop the swelling and soothe 
the pain. During a head injury, 
various foreign bodies can get 
into the wound. Attempts to take 

them out or touch them are strict-
ly prohibited, because it can lead 
to serious consequences. Trans-
portation of the patient to the 
hospital is carried out only in the 
supine position. In this case, it 
is necessary to fix the head and 
spine so that the head doesn’t 
move to ensure complete rest 

and be sure to call an ambulance.
If there is no serious damage, 

something cold can be applied to 
the injury. In the first few hours 
after the injury, the main task of 
first aid is to stop bleeding and 
reduce the size of the bruise or 
hematoma. To do this, cold com-
presses or plastic bags with ice 

are applied to the patient’s wound 
and a tight bandage is used. It is 
a good idea to keep an injured 
leg or arm in an elevated position 
so that blood circulation is not 
affected; the bandage should be 
loosened from time to time.

After 24-36 hours, the cold 
compress is no longer needed, 
and the injury must be warmed 
up. This will help to quickly re-
move swelling and reabsorption 
of hematoma. A patient is recom-
mended to take warm baths, dry 
and semi-alcohol compresses. 
Physiotherapy produces good re-
sults. It is also useful to lubricate 
the damaged surface with an-
ti-inflammatory drugs. If the in-
jury area is very sore, the doctor 
may prescribe pain medication

Above all, you should con-
sult the doctor in case of any in-
jury, even minor. After all, a pa-
tient can often mistake a bruise 
or sprain for a fracture, ruptures 
of ligaments, or tendons, as well 
as internal bleeding.

By Tatiana Zhukova,  
doctor of the highest category, 
Candidate of Medical Sciences

Beware of ice, and alert in winter
What precautions should we 

take in the changeable winter 
icy weather? What is the first aid 

procedure for falls? 

A. Petrov, Slonim

A D V I C E  F R O M  D R .  Z H U K O V A 

National History Museum of Belarus  
prepares interactive exhibition for 2nd European 
Games participants, demonstrating rich cultural 

heritage of the country

Belarusian State 
University and the 
University of Kent 
(UK) have signed 
a co-operative 
agreement on 
partnership as part 
of the Erasmus+ 
programme aimed 
at facilitating 
academic mobility. 
The document 
envisages the 
training of 
Master’s Degree 
and post-graduate 
students in the 
British university.
By Svetlana Savelieva

Both the Belarusian and 
British universities will arrange 
exchange programmes for lec-
turers and professors, conduct 
joint education events, open lec-
tures, roundtable sessions, con-
ferences and scientific research. 

The document was signed 
by the Rector of the Belarusian 
State University, Andrey Korol 
and Philippe De Wilde, Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor for Research 
and Innovation at the University 
of Kent. The two sides also dis-
cussed a plan for specific events 
designed to advance co-oper-
ation in science, education, in-
ternational relations, history and 
biology.

A Belarusian delegation, 
headed by the BSU Rector, 
took part in the forum Building 
Resilience in a Wider Eurasia: 

Challenges and Opportunities in 
London in late January as part of 
the COMPASS project. The par-
ticipants of the forum discussed 
the enhancement of trust and the 
advancement of international in-
teraction in the Eurasian region, 
as well as the expansion of in-
ter-university relations between 
the participants of the COMPASS 
project.

In particular, the Belarusian 
State University reached an 
agreement with the Azerbaijan 
Diplomatic Academy (ADA 
University). An action plan to 
expand Belarus-Uzbekistan re-
lations in education was also 
agreed. Negotiations were held 
with representatives of British 
universities aimed at increasing 
academic mobility and prepar-
ing an English-language scien-
tific edition on Belarus’ past and 
present. The possibility of Bela-
rus’ inclusion in the programmes 
of the Newton Fund was also 
discussed, alongside the estab-
lishment of contacts between the 
Belarusian State University and 
British IT companies.

Positive partnerships 
created

Andrey Korol speaks

Walking sticks are very helpful in such weather
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As always, the Minsk Inter-
national Book Fair astonishes 
visitors with its scale and high 
level of organisation. This year, 
more than 400 exhibitors from 
37 countries displayed their 
goods at the administrative com-
plex in 14 Pobediteley Avenue. 
The slogan of the event — More 
Than Books — corresponded to 
its literary-musical theme, with 
visitors able to learn about Bela-
rusian and foreign writers, while 
also listening to modern music 
and taking part in numerous 
competitions.

The President of Belarus, Al-
exander Lukashenko, sent greet-
ings to the participants and guests 
of the 26th Minsk International 
Book Fair and 5th International 
Writer and Time Literary Sym-
posium. “For many years this 
forum has been a significant cul-
tural event in the life of Belarus, 
bringing together famous publi-
cists, writers and publishers from 
all over the world, and strength-
ening professional and business 
ties between them,” he said.

At the solemn opening cer-
emony of the 26th Minsk In-
ternational Book Fair, Belarus’ 
Information Minister, Alexander 
Karlyukevich, urged all its visi-
tors to find their own book. “It’s 
very pleasing to see participants 
and guests from many countries 
of the world arriving at the Minsk 
Book Fair,” noted the Minister.

Special Representative of 
the Russian President for Inter-
national Cultural Co-operation, 
Mikhail Shvydkoy, noted that 
‘the Minsk International Book 
Fair always opens a marathon 
of book trade fairs all over the 
world’. In 2019, this is the first 
important large event in the 
world of books. “For us it’s very 
special that Russia is a guest of 
this forum,” he added.

Turning to the stands of the 
book forum, as we have begun to 
speak about Russia, like hospita-
ble hosts, we’ll make the first stop 
here. This year, our neighbouring 
country, a traditional exhibitor at 
the Minsk International Book 
Fair, presents a bright national 
stand with a total of 200sq.m, 
displaying more than 500 books 
by leading publishing houses. 
Furthermore, famous writers and 
literary critics have also arrived 
in Belarus from Russia.

Separate book stands were 
also presented by Turkey, Ger-
many, Finland, Sweden, Hunga-
ry, Moldova, Romania, Italy, the 
Czech Republic and the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. Meanwhile, Azerbaijan, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Israel, Po-
land, China and Greece present-
ed their expositions for the first 
time. It was impossible to get 

close to many stands, as visitors 
were everywhere, showing great 
interest in the national literature 
of each of the countries.

The Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Ukraine to Belarus, Igor Kizim, 
noted that the Minsk book trade 
fair is organised at the highest 
level. “Participation in such pro-
jects provides great promotion 
opportunities for any country. 
Ukraine has interesting things to 
show and our stand says it all. Of 
course, it’s the visitors who will 
see our books and other Ukraini-
an products who will decide.” he 
said. According to the diplomat, 
such projects also introduce peo-
ple to other cultures. “Moreover, 
exhibitions like this help Belaru-
sians learn more about Ukraine. 
Any communication between 
authors and readers has a positive 

impact,” stressed Mr. Kizim.
In turn, the Armenian Am-

bassador to Belarus, Armen 
Ghevondyan, invites people to 
learn about the literature of his 
country. In his view, Belarus has 
organised a high-quality book 
trade fair from both practical 
and business points of view. “I 
was astonished at the number of 
countries and publishing houses 
represented and pleasantly sur-
prised at the number of very in-
teresting books dedicated to the 
history of Belarus and I’d also 
like to mention the facsimile edi-
tion of the first Primer,” said the 
diplomat.

It’s difficult not to pay atten-
tion to the Belarusian Primer; 
Four Hundred Years of History 
exhibition, informing us about 
the textbooks for the teaching of 
basic literacy in various epochs, 

starting from the 16th century un-
til the present. A high point of the 
presentation was awarding a fac-
simile edition of the first Primer to 
the authors of modern primers and 
best teachers of Belarus. “In the 
Year of Native Land, the restora-
tion of the world’s first Primer has 
become a truly symbolic event,” 
said Alexander Susha, the Deputy 
Director of the National Library 
of Belarus. “The Primer is a mon-
ument to Belarusian enlightened 
thought. I believe that the study of 
primers has a big future in Bela-
rus. The traditions of our ancestors 
will be continued in new editions, 
in the practice of educational es-
tablishments and in the conscious-
ness of modern pupils.”

The National Stand of Bela-
rus hosted meetings with writers 
and presentations, as well as the-
matic events, cinema screenings, 

theatrical performances, master 
classes and interactive readings. 
Each day offered something dif-
ferent.

“The exhibition made a good 
impression on me, I attend annu-
ally, and it never repeats itself. 
Every time there’s something 
new and special. There are many 
foreign guests, only one day has 
passed and we have already had 
interesting meetings and dis-
cussions with representatives 
of Poland and Iran, which will 
probably grow into new book 
projects,” noted the Director of 
the Mastatskaya Litaratura Pub-
lishing House, Ales Badak

The German writer and head 
of the ‘Together into the Future’ 
charity foundation, Heike Sabel, 
presented her third book about 
Belarus in the House of Friend-
ship, entitled Wsjo budjet horo-
cho — Alles wird gut. Warum 
die Belarussen das sagen und 
daran glauben (Everything will 
be all right. Why Belarusians 
say that and believe in that). The 
German guest arrived in Belarus 
to take part in the 26th Minsk 
International Book Fair. The 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Germany to 
Belarus, Peter Dettmar, noted at 
the presentation that Heike Sabel 
and he have a history of friend-
ship and he highly values her lit-
erary and charity work. For many 
years, Heike Sabel has been 
coming to Belarus on a charity 
mission helping people affected 
by the Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter. Heike put her impressions of 
Belarus into words and published 
three books about it in Germany.

The letters ‘Belarus’ in the 
shape of bookshelves are gradu-
ally being filled with books. The 
installation is one of the symbols 
of the 26th Minsk Book Fair. 
The central stand combined in 
its design an open book and the 
shape of a rural house, remind-
ing everyone that the event takes 
place in the Year of Native Land. 
This was also accentuated by a 
display window with editions 
dedicated to the topic and rib-
bons with Belarusian national 
ornaments, which young girls in 
national costume tied on all those 
who wished. 

It’s easy to find one’s 
own book in such a place
26th Minsk International Book Fair became a glittering 
event in the life of the Belarusian capital
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Chinese communities all 
over the world began celebrating 
the Lunar New Year, an occasion 
for families to get together for 
intimate dinners and welcome 
the last of the Chinese zodiac’s 
signs, the pig.

The Lunar New Year is the 
most important holiday of the 
Chinese calendar, with hundreds 
of millions of people travelling 
to celebrate it with their families 
in what is the world’s largest an-
nual human migration. In main-
land China, authorities expect a 

total of almost three billion trips 
by car, train and aeroplane in the 
40 days surrounding the holiday.

On Chinese New Year’s 
Eve, families hold traditional 
dinners and watch a marathon 
televised gala. Children receive 
red envelopes filled with mon-
ey for good luck. Events such 
as traditional lion dances are 
held in decorated public spaces 
while supermarkets stock up on 
traditional cakes and tangerines.

Festivities take place across 
the globe, from Southeast Asia’s 

centuries-old Chinese commu-
nities to the more recently estab-
lished Chinatowns of Sydney, 
London, Vancouver, Los Ange-
les and beyond.

Despite a slowing econo-
my, more Chinese are travel-
ling abroad during the holidays, 
booking family trips to Thailand, 
Japan and other top destinations.

Authorities also expect an 
average of 1.77 million inter-
national trips a day — an 8.9 
percent increase compared 
with last year.

Celebrations in major Chi-
nese cities, including Beijing 
and Shanghai, are more quiet 
than usual after authorities 
last year banned fireworks 
due to pollution and safety 
concerns.

In Hong Kong, flower mar-
kets are filled with residents 
picking out orchids, mandarins 
and peach blossoms to decorate 
their homes — with stalls also 
boasting a dizzying array of pig-
themed pillows, tote bags and 
stuffed toys.

Lunar New Year
According to the Chinese zodiac, 2019 is the Year of the 
Earth Pig, following the Year of the Earth Dog in 2018

Materrials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

Boeing Co. is counting on 
a new kind of worker to 
help it reach a long-cov-
eted target of rolling out 
14,787 Dreamliners from 
its factories each month: 
half human, half robot

The world’s largest plane-
maker is equipping mechanics 
with exoskeletons, similar to 
ones that allow cameramen to 
quickly navigate the sidelines 
of NFL football games, to in-

crease their strength and speed. 
The high-tech suits also help 
reduce fatigue on repetitive 
tasks, such as overhead drill-
ing.

“You have the capability of 
a robot and the capability of a 
human being melded together,” 
Christopher Reid, a Boeing as-
sociate technical fellow who 
previously designed NASA 
spacesuits, said.

The new technology is an 

example a broader shift in the 
industry’s focus towards pro-
duction, as planemakers face 
the task of making good on 
a record order boom. After a 
decade in which Boeing and 
Airbus generated massive or-
ders fuelled by the rise of Chi-
na and emerging markets, the 
main battleground is shifting 
towards production strategy 
rather than market share.

At twin Dreamliner fac-
tories in South Carolina and 
Washington state, Boeing also 
plans to soon deploy Blue-
tooth-enabled ‘smart’ wrench-
es that signal if machinists 
apply the correct torque to a 
nut, and has introduced new 
self-driving work platforms to 
shave time off aircraft assem-
bly, according to people famil-
iar with the technologies.

Boeing rolls out a new 787 
with a minimum list price of 
$239 million every 1.75 days. 
At ‘rate 14,’ that new pace 
drops to 1.5 days to make a new 
Dreamliner.

France’s Parliament passed 
a bill aimed at curbing 
violent protests in response 
to three months of anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations by 
the grassroots ‘yellow vests’ 
movement

Despite criticism that the 
law could curb civil liberties, it 
passed the lower house, the na-
tional assembly, by 387 votes 
to 92 thanks to the comfortable 
majority enjoyed by President 
Emmanuel Macron’s centrist 
LREM Party. It will now be dis-
cussed in the upper house, but 
the assembly has the last word.

The ‘anti-casseurs’ (an-
ti-hooligan) law bans protesters 
from hiding their faces, gives 
police greater powers to extract 

potential trouble-makers from 
demonstrations, and grants local 
authorities the right to ban indi-
vidual protesters.

The ‘yellow vest’ movement 
erupted November as a protest 
against fuel taxes but has mor-
phed into a broader revolt against 
inequality and Macron’s presi-
dency. It takes its name from the 
fluorescent vests that motorists in 
France carry in their cars.Rioters 
ran amok in Paris during the ear-
ly street protests, torching cars, 
smashing luxury boutiques and 
defacing the Arc de Triomphe. 
It was among the worst violence 
the capital has experienced since 
a 1968 student uprising.

‘Anti-riot’ bill approved

Moves to phase 
out the Euro’s 
highest-value 
banknote took 
a major step 
forward

Central banks across Eu-
rope’s single currency area 
stopped issuing the purple €500 
bill amid concerns it makes life 
easier for criminals.

The €500 note makes it 
easier to transport large sums 
of money. For example, €1 mil-
lion in €500 bills weighs just 
2.2kg, compared with more 
than 20kg if €50 denomina-
tions are used.

Germany and Austria are 
the only central banks in the 
Euro area that will continue to 
issue the banknotes.

Nevertheless, both coun-
tries — known for their reli-
ance on cash, especially for 
the settlement of large sums 
— will stop issuing the bill on 
April 26th.

At the start of this year, 
there were 521,630,046 €500 
banknotes in circulation at a 
value of €260,815,023,000.

While the issuing of the 
banknote has stopped in most 
countries, it will continue to be 
legal tender.

Central banks in the Euro 
area will also exchange €500 
bills for smaller dominations 
of the currency for an unlimit-
ed period. The 500-Euro bank-
notes were actually last printed 
in 2014, with demand satisfied 
since from stocks.

Boeing goes bionic to roll 
out more Dreamliners

Cash out: 
Eurozone 
banks stop 
issuing €500 
note in fight 
against crime 
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By Veniamin Mikheev

The exhibition presents 
graphic works by the famous 
German artist — Hermann 
Struck (1876-1944) from the 
private collection of Minsk’s 
Vladimir Bogdanov. The paint-
ings were created during WWI 
when Hermann served in the 
German army on the Eastern 
front. Engravings showing land-
scapes of the cities of Belarus, 
Lithuania and Latvia, portraits 
of residents of different profes-
sions and nationalities, as well 
as household sketches, form the 
basis of the show.

German engraving master 
Hermann Struck was born in 
1876 and graduated from the 
Berlin Academy of Arts. He 
soon became known as a mas-
ter of lithography and etching, 
joined the Berlin art elite, par-
ticipating in the Berlin Seces-
sion artistic association. The 
master travelled widely, visit-
ing Denmark, Palestine, Swit-
zerland, Sweden, Great Britain 
and the USA. During each trip 
he made copious amounts of 
sketches.

Struck was actively en-
gaged in pedagogical activity. 
Among his students were the 
well-known German painter, 
Lovis Corinth (a copy of his 
portrait by Hermann Struck 
was presented at the exhibi-
tion in Minsk), Ury Lesser and 
Max Slevogt. In 1908, Struck 
published The Art of Etching, 

which survived several editions 
and became a guide for many 
generations of artists. He con-
tributed much to graphic arts. 
Struck developed his own tech-
nique and knew how to engrave 
from nature directly onto the 
board, making no sketches and 
combining different techniques.

During WWI, Hermann — 
as an officer and a member of the 
Jewish Committee of Assistance 
to Poland and Lithuania — vis-
ited Poland, Lithuania, Latvia 
and Belarus occupied by Ger-
man troops. At the same time, he 
made sketches of all the places 
that he visited. As a result, the 
graphic albums Sketches of Lith-

uania, Belarus and Courland 
(1916) and The Image of East-
ern Jewry (1920) were released 
in Berlin.

The Minsk exhibition pre-
sents Hermann’s works from 
the private collection of Min-
sker Vladimir Bogdanov, who 
comments, “I collect photos 
and illustrations on the theme 
of WWI and already have thou-
sands of them. The beginning 
of the 20h century is interest-
ing because photography was 
becoming common but was not 
widespread. While there were 
no cameras in the army, as there 
were in Austria, there were teams 
of artists who portrayed military 

leaders or depicted battle scenes. 
Hermann also served in the 
army and made approximately 
400 sketches in our region. 60 
lithographs for the album — 
Sketches of Lithuania, Belarus 
and Courland — were chosen 
from them. As for the Belarusian 
cities, Grodno and Lida were 
often painted, but there was no 
Minsk. Although Hermann was 
a military man, he was primarily 
interested in local architecture, 
people and crafts.”

The collection is being 
shown in the Belarusian cap-
ital for the first time. In 2017, 
the works were exhibited in 
the Marc Chagall Museum in 
Vitebsk. “The Minsk exposition 
is richer. It includes new works 
— such as a portrait of Marc 
Chagall painted by Struck. The 
pictures shown at the National 
Art Museum were bought by me 
at auction in Germany,” the col-
lector adds. 

The current exposition is 
based on fifty works created 
in Belarus, Lithuania and Lat-

via during WWI, when Struck 
served in the German army on 
the Eastern front.

Today we can say with con-
fidence that the meeting with 
Hermann Struck played a sig-
nificant role in the life of Marc 
Chagall. They met in 1922 in 
Berlin, where Chagall went af-
ter he left his homeland. With 
the help of Hermann, Chagall 
mastered the techniques of 
etching and lithography and, in 
1923, created a series of graph-
ic illustrations for his autobiog-
raphy: My Life. The portrait of 
Marc Chagall by Struck, created 
in that period, is also presented 
at the exhibition.

During WWI, Struck trav-
elled to Poland, Lithuania, Lat-
via and Belarus and works from 
the Sketches of Lithuania, Bela-
rus and Courland album form 
the basis of the Minsk show. 
These are landscapes of the cities 
of Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia, 
household sketches, portraits of 
residents of different professions 
and nationalities.

Marc 
Chagall’s 
teacher: 

Hermann 
Struck

Graphics of Hermann Struck amazing exhibition on show at the 
National Art Museum of Belarus — thanks to a Minsk collector

Hermann Struck — a master of engraving — 
was born in 1876 in Berlin, into an Orthodox 
Jewish family. In adulthood, he worked as 
a teacher and among his pupils were Lovis 
Corinth, Ury Lesser and Max Slevogt. With 
the help of Hermann Struck, Marc Chagall 
mastered the techniques of etching and li-
thography (before that he was not engaged 
in engraving).

M T  R E F E R E N C E :

Museum Director V. Prokoptsov and collector V. Bogdanov
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US basketballer Jamar Abrams 
joined Tsmoki-Minsk. The player start-
ed his professional career with the USA 
Premier Development League in 2011-

2012. He then moved to Canada’s Lon-
don Lightning to become NBL Canada 
champion. Jamar Abrams also played 
with the clubs of the United States, Ja-
pan, Slovenia, Romania and Germany. 
The 29-year-old forward started the cur-
rent season with German team, Jena.

In addition, the women’s basket-
ball team Tsmoki-Minsk was joined 
by 31-year-old Shannon McCallum, 
who played the last season for Russia’s 
Enisey from Krasnoyarsk.

Gomel handball players have en-
tered the Challenge Cup quarter-finals. 
They twice defeated Croatian Koka at 
home, with the first match seeing vic-
tory with a score of 30:18 and the sec-

ond 32:23. Alongside the squad from 
Gomel, handballers of Spanish Malaga, 
Polish Szczecin and Swedish Boden 
have also qualified for the quarter-finals 
of the tournament. The return game will 
take place on February 17th in Belgium.

Vladimir Samsonov earned silver at 
the European Table Tennis Cup. On the 
way to the finals, the leader of the Bela-
rusian national team defeated Greek Pa-
nagiotis Gionis — 4:1, Romanian Ovid-
iu Ionescu — 4:1, and Austrian Daniel 
Habesohn — 4:2. In the final match, Sam-
sonov lost in a tough struggle to Dimitrij 
Ovtcharov of Germany — 3:4 (11:6, 8:11, 
3:11, 16:14, 11:6, 7:11, 10:12). 

Marina Zueva claimed bronze at 

the 5th ISU World Cup Speed Skating 
in Norwegian Hamar. The Belarusian 
covered 3,000m within 4 minutes 3.803 
seconds, losing only to Martina Sáblík-
ová of the Czech Republic (for whom 
the race in Hamar was the 48th in her 
career) and Natalia Voronina of Russia.

Arina Sobolenko rose to 9th position 
in the WTA rankings for the first time 
in her career, after reaching the semi-fi-
nal of the tournament in St. Petersburg, 
where she lost to would-be winner of the 
competition, Kiki Bertens of Holland — 
6:7. 2:6. In the WTA renewed ranking, 
Alexandra Sasnovich is placed 33rd, 
Victoria Azarenko is ranked 48th while 
Vera Lappo occupies 60th position.

By Dmitry Komashko

We faced the Germans a year ago 
and that meeting didn’t leave us feeling 
very positive. At the time, only Arina 
Sobolenko won for the Belarusian team. 
This time, the Belarusian women’s team 
has lost only one set away in the dou-
bles match, which didn’t count towards 
anything. Considering that over the past 
year the German tennis players hav-
en’t grown weaker (three sportswomen 
are ranked in the top-100 in the world, 
though last year only Tatjana Maria was 
placed there), the current result only un-
derlines the potential and opportunities 
of the national squad of Belarus. The 
Australian national team (whom we’ll 
now face away in the semi-finals), de-
feated the Americans and are serious ri-
vals. However, the current composition 
of the Belarusian team is also promis-
ing. Two years ago, our girls managed 
to reach the Fed Cup finals and, accord-
ing to Yuri Moiseevich, who worked on 
the coaching staff, our tennis players 
are now even stronger. “In 2017, Arina 
Sobolenko played against the Dutch in 
the quarter-finals of the World Group. 
She began to show nerves and make 
mistakes, losing two matches. In the 
current competition, she has only given 
away three games to Andrea Petkovic. 
Dmitry Tursunov managed to coach 
Arina to forget lost points. Previously, 
she was worried by her mistakes, while 
now she simply throws them off and 
doesn’t lose her fighting spirit. Alexan-
dra Sasnovich has also greatly improved 
her tactics, though her mistakes near the 
net prevented her from defeating Tatja-
na Maria without a tie-break. Vera Lap-
po and Lidia Morozova have also done 
well. After the match with the Slovaks, 
where they took a decisive point for our 
national team, they began to show more 
confidence. With such a team, we’re 
able to set our sights on significant 
achievements.”

The appearance of Victoria Aza-
renko in the Belarusian national team 
is another argument in favour of our 
Federation Cup prospects. In 2016, 
Victoria helped our squad qualify for 
the Federation Cup World Group. In 
the recent competition, she played her 
first match in the elite division. Part-
nered with Lidia Morozova, she de-
feated Mona Barthel and Anna-Lena 
Groenefeld. “Everyone has their own 
egoism. I don’t see myself as an indi-

vidual player for the doubles matches,” 
said Ms. Azarenko after the match, un-
derlining her view that the team result 
is currently the priority for her. “I’m 
glad that we’ll have another chance to 
fight for the Fed Cup. I hope to play at 
home. For me, playing in Belarus again 
is my major goal.”

The Federation Cup looks to be the 
last exhibit in a collection of significant 
world tennis awards for Victoria Aza-
renko, Olympic champion, winner of 

Grand Slam tournaments and former 
world number one.

Yuri Moiseevich recalls an example 
in the tennis player’s career, “When, 
in 2017, we faced Switzerland in the 
semi-finals, Victoria Azarenko, who 
couldn’t play at that time because of her 
pregnancy, came to the official dinner 
and asked the girls to beat them, because 
she was dreaming of playing in the fi-
nals. Alas, further unexpected events 
developed in her life but victory in the 
Federation Cup remains a powerful mo-
tivating factor for Victoria. She sees that 
previously she had to lead the national 
squad almost alone, while now we have 
acquired a good team. Furthermore, 
confidence, a new way of thinking and 
positive mood in Cup tournaments have 
always played a much more important 
role than rankings and even personal 
achievements.”

One victory is not 
enough for them
This year, the Belarusian women tennis players 
have the potential to win the Federation Cup. 

Though, there is still much to play for, but after 
the first game ending in an inspiring victory 

over the German squad — 4:0 — the prospect 
is not impossible.

World Group. 1/4 finals. 
Germany — Belarus — 0:4
Tatjana Maria — Alexandra 
Sasnovich — 6:7 (3:7), 3:6;
Andrea Petkovic — Arina 

Sobolenko — 2:6, 1:6;
Laura Siegemund — Arina 

Sobolenko — 1:6, 1:6;
Mona Barthel/Anna-Lena 

Groenefeld — Victoria Aza-
renko/Lidia Morozova —  

1:6, 6:0, 9:11.
In the semi-finals, the na-
tional team of Belarus will 

play an away match against 
Australia, which has already 

beaten the US national 
squad — 3:2. The second 
semi-finals will see rivals 

from Romania and France.

F E D E R AT I O N  
C U P

Azarenko and Morozova draw a line in the doubles match

Women’s national tennis team of Belarus
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By Sergey Kanashits

Along with the winter, more 
than half the biathlon season has al-
ready ended, with not many starts 
remaining. The sixth stage in An-
tholz was the last but one for the 
Belarusian national team as part of 
the World Cup, since our squad de-
cided not to perform at the oversee 
stages in Canadian Canmore and US 
Salt Lake City. Only the IBU World 
Championship in Östersund and the 
end of the season in Holmenkollen 
remain. Of course, let’s not forget 
about the European Championship 
in Raubichi, which promises to 
bring together many sporting stars 
and become a true biathlete holiday.

Belarusian biathletes don’t want 
to lose out here, though our current 
situation in the World Cup can’t be 
called brilliant. Probably, only Irina 
Krivko doesn’t deserve such claims, 
as in each race she was equally com-
peting with the leaders. This season, 
Irina has considerably improved her 
stability and thoroughness, confi-
dently entering the elite of biath-
letes. Last year the gap in her results 
swung wildly, from second place in 
the mass start to a frustrating 86th in 

the sprint. Now however, Krivko’s 
runs are much more predictable. Out 
of twelve starts, Irina failed to reach 
the top twenty only twice, while five 
times she was ranked in the top ten, 
reaching the podium on three oc-
casions. She has never managed to 
claim a medal but, if we believe in 
folk wisdom and view stability as a 
sign of true skill, this should hap-
pen soon. In general, we should buy 
tickets for the IBU Open European 
Championship in Raubichi at least 

to see our new biathlon prima who 
won’t let us down. We should also 
note Anna Sola’s growth in results 
and confidence. This also inspires 
hope, as does the gradual renovation 
of fighting form by the Kruchinkiny 
sisters — Irina and Yelena. The men 
are currently in the worst situation, 
but not everything is beyond recov-
ery here either: young athletes are 
acquiring experience and we hope 
that the boys will give us some good 
reasons for joy in Raubichi.

No obvious reason to frown
Belarusian athlete Ali 
Shabanov’s team has 
won the international 
freestyle tournament Pro 
Wrestling League in India

The competitions were 
held for the fourth time, with 
six teams competing for victo-
ry over two and a half weeks. 
It began with a round-robin 
competition, then the four best teams con-
tinued their struggle in the semi-finals, while 
the championship finished with a final match, 
where Ali Shabanov’s team defeated their ri-
vals with a three-point lead.

“It wasn’t easy against our competitors, as 
they all exceeded me in weight. I’m only now 
moving into the under 86kg category and I still 
lack some weight. The regulation of the league 
wasn’t in my favour either; only 3kg under 
the weight was allowed and we weighed only 
three times in 18 competition days. From this 
season, I will be performing in the Olympic 
under 86kg weight category. I’d like to master 
this, and I’ve managed some promising results 
already this year,” noted Ali Shabanov.

Freestyle wrestling is part of the pro-
gramme of the 2nd European Games, with 18 
sets of medals to be competed for at Minsk’s 
Sports Palace in June 2019.

Rivals didn’t 
make it easy

By Denis Komarov

In Deer Valley, USA, the 
Belarusian freestyler 
climbed to the top of the 
podium for the first time 
in her career — ahead of 
Russian Lyubov Nikitina 
and the main favourite of 
the tournament, Chinese 
Xu Mengtao. President of 
Belarus, Alexander  
Lukashenko congratulated 
Alexandra Romanovskaya 
on her brilliant victory, 
saying that this victory 

once again 
confirms that a 

world class ski 
school has 

been estab-
lished 

in Belarus, which has been 
providing training for 
talented young people for 
decades.

F o r  m a n y,  R o m a n o -
vskaya’s victory is a pleasant 
surprise. Although the sports-
woman has twice won the jun-
ior world championships, this 
win is another matter. Many 
still remember the Olympics 
in PyeongChang, where Ro-
manovskaya’s next to last 
place, against the background 
of her teammate Anna Gusk-
ova’s triumphant win, looked 
like a disaster. Anna is now re-
covering from surgery and has 
not followed the events in Deer 
Valley. However, she’s one of 
the few whom Alexandra’s 
success has not surprised.

“On the eve of her per-
formance, I had a feeling that 

she would definitely win. 
I had confidence that she 
would achieve what she has 
long sought. Romanovskaya’s 
victory was not just luck: she 
performed the jump perfectly, 
a triple somersault with two 
pirouettes,” said Anna.

The judges assessing the 
performance of girls at the 

World Championship, were 
completely in agree-

ment  wi th  Anna : 
our Alexandra won 

113.18 points! Russia’s 
Lyubov Nikitina (who fin-
ished second) and Chinese Xu 
Mengtao (bronze) performed 
well. They received the same 
score of 89.88 points: during 
the previous world champion-
ship it wouldn’t have earned 
a medal, but this time guar-
anteed a further contest. The 

struggle on the slopes was, 
apparently, intense. Romano-
vskaya proved to be above 
it all. Guskova agrees Alex-
andra’s performance was a 
breakthrough. “It’s signifi-
cant to have over 20 points 
separating the winner from 
second place. However, it’s 
understandable: Romano-
vskaya was the only athlete in 
the final who jumped a triple 
somersault. Both Nikitina and 
Mengtao decided to perform 
the double somersault — to 
ensure reliability and cleanli-
ness. However, these are not 
enough in modern freestyle,” 
she notes.

Anna and Alexandra have 
much in common and have 
even been called sisters. Inter-
estingly, the characters and life 
paths of these sportswomen 

are also similar. The gold for 
Romanovskaya in Deer Valley 
was brought with the same 
jump which allowed Guskova 
to win at the Olympics in Py-
eongChang. In South Korea, 
Alexandra was the penulti-
mate athlete — almost like 
Anna four years before, at the 
Games in Sochi. After that un-
successful Olympics, Gusko-
va won the World Champion-
ship and then climbed to the 
top of the Olympic podium. 
Romanovskaya is moving 
along the same path. Looking 
at her, Anna remembers her-
self saying, “It seems we are 
winning gold in turn but it’s 
important that Alexandra has 
learned to control her emo-
tions, to disconnect from the 
outside world and tune in to 
win. She’s grown a lot.”

Romanovskaya is now world 
champion in ski acrobatics

It’s impossible to be displeased with such result as that of Alexandra Romanovskaya

Alexandra Romanovskaya’s victorious jump
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International Light Festival — GoLF-2019 — held in Gomel, with Ukrainian duo StarLight earning the Grand Prix

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM OF 
BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 24th February. Graphics of Hermann 
Struck
Until 1st March. Collection of Singer Lidia 
Ruslanova
Until 3rd March. Picturesque Melodies
Until 10th March. Boris Grebenshchikov’s 
Totems of Zimogors
Until 17th March. Discovery of the Genuine

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 21st February. Painting exhibition of the 
Maslennikov dynasty: A Family Album
Until 21st February. Modern Belarusian Ex-
libris

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 15th March. Manifest of Republic
Until 7th April. Fantasy Land

MAXIM BOGDANOVICH 
LITERARY MUSEUM
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 15th February. Adam Bogdanovich. 
Yevgeny Chirikov. Maxim Gorky: At the 
Crossroads of Fates
Until 6th March. Circle of Year

LOSHITSA ESTATE
8-2 Chizhevskikh Lane

Until 17th March. Beauty of Southern Kurzeme
Until 31st March. Circle of Time

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square

Until 3rd March. Exhibition of Georgy 
Poplavsky (1931-2017): A Day Lasts Longer 
than a Century…

OUTLETO
44 Zhukov Avenue

Until 10th March. Exhibition of aquarium 
fish: Aquaforum-2019
Until 10th March. Exhibition of reptiles: 
Tropics

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART
3 Nekrasov Street

Until 23rd February. Mark Rothko 2018: 
We’re Writing our Future Together
Until 23rd February. Exhibition of Vyacheslav 
Pavlovets: Watercolour World

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street

Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
14.02. Pagliacci
15.02. Spartacus
16.02. The Tsar’s Bride
17.02. Firebird. Scheherazade / Pearl of Rus-
sian Classics
19.02. Carmen
20.02. Don Quixote
21.02. Tosca

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
14.02. Zoika’s Flat
15.02. Private Lives
16.02. Pane Kokhanku
17.02. OblomOFF
19.02. Viva Commedia!
20.02. Fourth Planet
21.02. Divers

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
15.02. Editta Braun Company & Iris 
Heitzinger (Austria): Paula
17.02. Night of Modern Choreography: 
Choreo Content
19.02. Adam’s Jokes
20.02. People’s Love
21.02. Wisdom Measure

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
14.02. An Unnamed Star
15.02. The Battlefield
16.02. Who Laughs Last
17.02. In Search of True Self
18.02. Master and Margarita
19.02. Nobody Ever Said Life Would Be 
Easy
20 and 21.02. Mixed Feelings

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
14.02. The Evening
15.02. Jeweller’s Jubilee
16 and 17.02. Kolyady Night
17.02. Harvest / School of Taxpayers
19 and 20.02. Kupala Night Dream
21.02. Two Souls

MODERN ART THEATRE
5 Oktyabryaskaya Street
14.02. Male Tenderness drama concert
15.02. Romeo and Juliet
17.02. Dragon

BELARUSIAN ARMY THEATRE
3 Krasnoarmeiskaya Street
14.02. Romeo and Juliet
15.02. Star Time
16.02. I’m Your Officer
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