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W
e all know the pow-
er of sport to rouse 
and unite us, bring-
ing us together, and 
encouraging us to 
assert our national 
identity. Moreover, 
victor y instantly 

elevates an individual to fame. Think of modest 
Belarusian Anna Guskova, who was unknown 
before the Olympic Games in South Korean 
PyeongChang, save for her narrow circle of 
family, friends and sporting colleagues. 
Now, the whole world knows the 
Olympic freestyle champion. 
Thanks to her success, Be-
larus  — with its major 
sport ing tradit ions 
— is once again on 
the map. We have our 
wonderful female bia-
thletes to thank for this 
also, headed by four-time 
Olympic champion Darya 
Domracheva, who claimed 
gold in the women’s relay, at the 
end of the Olympiad in Korea. Read 
more in Olympic Dreams Come True, 
to see how Olympic Belarus performed in the 
Games in PyeongChang.

Recently, Belarus was officially visited by the 
UN Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Moham-
med, who arrived in Minsk to take part in the Re-
gional SDG Coordination Leaders Forum. This 
major event was organised upon the initiative of 
Belarus, bringing together delegations from more 
than fifty countries across Europe and Central 
Asia. The event promoted the sharing of opinions 
and the determination of common approaches 
towards achieving global goals, by 2030, as an-
nounced by the UN. These include liquidation 
of poverty and hunger, the provision of gender 
equality, and the promotion of economic growth. 
It’s commonly recognised that Belarus is among 
the leaders in these spheres, with experience of 
interest to partners from around the world. Find 

out more in Sustainability as Degree of Develop-
ment.

The success of our economy is crucial to the 
well-being of all. To meet our goals, we need to 
focus on innovation and economic growth. The 
openness of the Belarusian economy has result-
ed in 85 percent of our goods and services be-
ing exported. In other words, our prosperity and 
our stability on the currency market, including 
the sustainability of the Belarusian Rouble ex-
change rate, relies on dynamic promotion abroad 

of goods produced by domestic enterprises. 
Exports are vital to our economic 

security, as the Government 
knows. To view 2017’s 

socio-economic devel-
opment results, in-
cluding how reserves 
have been used, read 
our Export Expan-

sion, in which we also 
address how best to 
grow exports.

Brand reputation in-
fluences more than con-

sumer demand. The image 
of a country can be linked to 

the quality of its food products and 
consumer goods, as well as its trademarks. 

It’s not enough to create a competitive product; 
we must present it effectively to the market, pro-
tecting it from infringements by unscrupulous 
competitors. According to the National Academy 
of Sciences, Belarus’ economic potential is worth 
at least $10 trillion, enabling GDP annual growth 
of at least 10-15 percent: a figure of which we 
should be proud.

Brand reputatiOn 
is vital
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panorama

SwiSS  
companieS 
receive 
invitation

Progress in negotiations on Belarus’ 
accession to WTO discussed during 
official visit to Switzerland by Be-
larusian parliamentary delegation, 
headed by Chairman  
of the House of Representatives,  
Vladimir Andreichenko

T he Speaker held a number of 
meetings, including with the 

State Secretary of the State Sec-
retariat for Economic Affairs of 
Switzerland, Marie-Gabrielle In-
eichen-Fleisch. Discussion centred 
around Belarus’ progress in gain-
ing membership of the WTO and 
the possibility of Belarus partici-
pating in the Swiss import support 
programme, SIPPO. The meeting 
also tackled the most promis-
ing spheres and instruments for 
advancing mutually beneficial 
trade-economic relations, as well 
as top-priority steps for improv-
ing the legislation governing Be-
larus-Switzerland cooperation.

Mr. Andreichenko informed 
the State Secretary about Belarus’ 
efforts to improve its business 
climate, including via legislation, 
and important projects, in which 
Swiss companies may be willing 
to participate. He also suggested 
broader use of experience sharing 
with successful Swiss-owned com-
panies in Belarus.

Sessions of the Belarusian-
Swiss Commission on Trade-Eco-
nomic Cooperation are to meet 
regularly, with the next scheduled 
for H1 2018.



crucial 
digitiSing

Belarus could become a platform  
for cooperation between European 
states in the IT industry

T his idea has recently been 
voiced at a session of the Par-

liamentary Assembly of the Cen-
tral European Initiative in Minsk. 
According to the independent 
consulting company BDRC Conti-
nental data, Belarus is now among 
the top countries with the cheapest 
Internet  — occupying 7th position 
in global rankings. The country is 
unrivalled in the CIS regarding the 
development of information and 
communication technologies (Be-
larus is 32nd globally among 175 
countries on this indicator).

The Minister of Communica-
tions and Informatisation — Sergey 
Popkov — believes the country will 
demonstrate even greater results in 
the coming years. “The concept of 
Belarus e-health development to 
2022 is ready, aiming to ensure full 
coverage of all citizens with high-
quality, equitable and safe medical 
assistance, regardless of their place 
of residence. The World Bank has al-
located Br72m for this purpose.”



QualitieS  
of a reliable 
partner

European Olympic Committees 
pleased with Minsk’s preparation  
for European Games

On meeting the President of Be-
larus, Alexander Lukashenko, 

EOC President Janez Kocijančič 
shared his impressions with delight, 
saying, “We’re very pleased with 
your preparations for the European 
Games. Your employees are doing 
their job brilliantly and profession-
ally. We’re already at the final stage 
of the preparation process and the 
organising committee and all work-
ers are fulfilling their work at a very 
high level.”

The guest admitted that he ex-
pected nothing less from Minsk. 
“This is what we were expecting to 
see; we knew that it would be this 
way, because Belarus has so much 
experience in organising sporting 
events,” noted Mr. Kocijančič.

The EOC Head congratulated 
Mr. Lukashenko on the successful 
performance of the Belarusian na-
tional team at the Winter Olympics 
in PyeongChang. He believes that 
those high results confirm the solid 
level of Belarusian sport. The meet-
ing was held in a warm and friendly 
atmosphere.

Belarus has proven time and again 
that it’s able to welcome guests in the 
appropriate fashion but it still has 
some surprises to reveal. 
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t
sustainaBility 
as degree Of 
develOpment

Minsk officially visited by UN Deputy Secretary-General  
Amina Mohammed

multi-polar world is possible 
if built together

The guest arrived in Minsk to take part in the Regional SDG 
Coordination Leaders Forum. This major event was conducted 
upon the initiative of Belarus, and brought together delegations 
from over fifty countries: from across Europe and Central Asia. 
The task has been to share opinions and outline common ap-
proaches towards achieving global goals, as announced by the 
UN. By 2030, it’s hoped to move further towards the eradication 
of poverty and hunger, while achieving greater gender equal-
ity, and economic growth. It’s generally agreed that Belarus is 
a leader in achieving these targets, with experience interesting 
to partners from around the world.

Welcoming Amina Mohammed, the President of Belarus 
noted that the global Sustainable Development Goals, as well as 
the principles of UN activity, chime with Belarus’ own goals. Mr. 
Lukashenko asked his guest to convey his warmest and most sin-
cere wishes to the UN Secretary-General, António Guterres.

“I’ll be glad to meet with him once our schedules permit. 
He’s a very kind, warm-hearted, and cordial person,” stressed 
Mr. Lukashenko.

Ms. Mohammed responded that it’s likely that such a meet-
ing will take place, and conveyed returning warm greetings 
from the UN Secretary-General, adding, “He’s told me a lot 
about your personal contact, and was quite envious of my going 
to Belarus while he was unable to do so.”

Regarding major issues from the international agenda, the 
position of Minsk is clear. “We’re firmly convinced that the rea-

son for all troubles, including the biggest problem — terrorism 
— is the unequal development of states, primarily caused by 
poverty. We adhere to the formula that those with employment 
will never take up a gun.”

The President assured his guest that the United Nations Or-
ganisation will always find support from Belarus.

“I personally respect the current UN Secretary-General. 
The UN is a venue where we can openly speak about our prob-
lems. We’re all working to liquidate unequal development and 
poverty, and to create a true multi-polar world. A time may 
come when this multi-polar world will be presented by more 
than three to five countries. Rather, by all states globally, since 
each person on the planet has the right to be at the centre of this 
multi-polar world. In settling these complex problems, Europe 
should play a key role,” emphasised the President.

As Belarus proposed the initiative to conduct the Re-
gional SDG Coordination Leaders Forum in Minsk, Amina 
Mohammed responded, “Your leadership is needed today as 
never before: the leadership and the voice for multipolarity, 
for the multilateral settlement of problematic issues, which 
Belarus raises in the international arena. There are too many 
conflicts in the modern world, and they are all very differ-
ent. We categorically lack tolerance for different situations 
and manifestations. Therefore, I’d like to again thank you for 
your leadership.”

Answering journalists, Ms. Mohammed called the meeting 
with the President of Belarus an interesting and exciting event. 
“As a leader, he is greatly inspiring. He truly believes in what 
he’s doing, while his voice is heard on the international arena.”

 b  Elarus and un
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Country and its 
contribution to the 
implementation 
of sustainable 
development goals

On October 21st, 2015, the UN 
General Assembly adopted the most 
important final document of the United 
Nations Organisation: Transforming Our 
World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Heads of state and govern-
ments, including the Republic of Belarus, 
unanimously declared that the new Agenda 
aims to strengthen peace under conditions of greater freedom. 
In particular, the participants of the Summit vowed that eradi-
cating poverty in all forms and manifestations is vital. Signing 
a new plan of action for the coming fifteen years, heads of state 
and government announced their determination to take bold 
reforming steps, inspiring a new trajectory of sustainable de-
velopment.

The new Agenda for Sustainable Development deter-
mines seventeen goals and 169 tasks. These are concrete, 
comprehensive and indivisible, continuing work formu-
lated in the Millennium Declaration, from 2000 to 2015. 
Belarus, among other countries, has taken an active part 
in formulating the new agenda. Moreover, 
the country has a serious attitude towards 

Alexander Lukashenko:

We’re firmly convinced that the reason for  
all troubles, including the biggest problem — 
terrorism — is the unequal development  
of states, primarily caused by poverty.  
We adhere to the formula that those with 
employment will never take up a gun

 b  Elarus and un
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realising Millennium Declaration goals, as 
adopted in 2000.

“Over our years of sovereign existence, our country 
has honourably fulfilled the Millennium Goals connected 
with eradicating hunger and poverty, achieving 100-per-
cent literacy, equality for men and women, socio-political 
stability, and the prevention of discrimination on nation-
al and religious grounds. Our maternal and child death 
rates are the lowest in the world,” asserted President Alex-
ander Lukashenko, during his speech at the UN Summit 
in New York, in 2015.

Belarus has joined the process of implementing goals 
at national level. The development of the National Strate-
gy for Sustainable Social and Economic Development for 
the Period until 2030 is an important step. Another ma-
jor document is the National Programme for Social and 
Economic Development of the Republic of Belarus for 
2016-2020. This aims to use internal resources efficiently, 
while using innovation to develop human capital.

An important step in achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals has been the preparation of the first 
voluntary national report, as part of the UN High-Level 
Political Forum in 2017. Belarus again confirmed its 
commitment to realising the Agenda in the sphere of 
sustainable development for the period until 2030, not-
ing that coordinated actions across all national partners 
is essential, in the economic, social and environmental 
spheres, under conditions of political stability and eco-
nomic growth.

belarus initiates regional partnerships
To achieve the Sustainable Development Goals, it’s im-

portant to maintain and strengthen mutually beneficial re-
gional and international cooperation, and to share innova-
tive knowledge and experience, to reinforce potential and 
technology transfer. Belarus is ready to share its experience 
and advanced practice with the international community, in 
the sphere of sustainable development, as well as learning 
from others’ experience.

On February 21st-22nd, Minsk hosted the Regional 
SDG Coordination Leaders Forum, upon the initiative of 
Belarus, bringing together more than fifty participants from 
over forty countries in the region. Each is responsible, at 
national level, for coordinating SDGs. They included rep-
resentatives of international organisations, UN agencies, 
civil society and diplomats. The meeting became a venue to 
share experience and practical contributions to the creation 
of global partnership. Countries and international organisa-
tions taking part in the Minsk Forum supported the initia-
tive to create a network of coordinators to share knowledge 
and work experience, to achieve Goals.

During discussions and speeches, representatives of 
countries from the region asserted that political leader-
ship is a vital accelerator in achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. They also noted that sustainability can’t 
be achieved without coordinated actions from all partners, 
at national, regional and global levels; also, that experience 
sharing is essential.

page 5

B
El

TA

Participants of the Regional Forum in Minsk

 b  Elarus and un

� Беларусь. BelaruS
2018



Evidently, regional integration facilitates the achieve-
ment of SDGs. Countries receive advantages by working 
together. The presence of a regional coordination mech-
anism will promote the development of cooperation in 
settling similar problems and challenges in the sphere of 
sustainability.

The participants of the Forum were unanimous in 
agreeing that gender equality helps in achieving all SDGs, 
as well as the transition towards a green economy. The 
creation of a national system of statistical data remains 
an important task, with parliaments working at national 
level to sustainably achieve SDGs. Successful realisation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals is impossible without 
involving all major partners, including the private sector, 
civil community and academic circles.

It’s important to raise public awareness of sustainable 
development, through information distribution about 
SDGs. Accordingly, campaigns to teach young people will 
play a crucial role. It’s expected that Belarus’ initiative to 
conduct regular regional forums will receive support, with 
the next meeting of national coordinators taking place in 
Azerbaijan.

global agenda discussed 
in belarusian capital

Belarus has many times hosted major international events, 
showing its desire for dialogue and cooperation. This time, 
the truly global agenda gathered high-ranking representa-
tives from dozens of countries, to discuss the sustainable de-
velopment of our planet, as embodied across seventeen goals 
adopted by the UN in 2015. The Regional SDG Coordination 
Leaders Forum opened in Minsk, with Belarus initiating the 
first such discussion worldwide.

The UN Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Moham-
med, arrived from New York to take part, offering her 
support for Belarus’ idea of creating a new format for in-
teraction and experience sharing in the sphere of sustain-
able development. She thanked Belarus for this important 
step for the future of our planet.

“I’m very grateful for the organisation of this forum. 
My first visit to Belarus has impressed me greatly,” Ms. 
Mohammed commented. “Belarus has launched from 
a good platform in achieving the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, having successfully fulfilled the Millennium 
Goals. I appreciate the progress reached by Belarus in its 
development. It’s important that you share your experi-
ence in the region and internationally.”

Belarus has actively joined in realising the Sustain-
able Development Goals, adopting its National Strategy 
for Sustainable Social and Economic Development for the 
Period until 2030. According to the National Coordina-
tor for Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, the 
Deputy Chair of the Council of the Republic, Marianna 

Shchetkina, each country has its own conditions and start-
ing position, so it’s vital to share experience and support 
one another.

“The Sustainable Development Goals are universal but 
it’s impossible to achieve them alone. The development of 
the economy is vital to raising incomes and standards of 
living. However, investments are not enough for economic 
development; we need innovative production, alongside 
science, and joint projects. This is only possible in partner-
ship. We’ve created our own system of achieving SDGs (the 
national architecture of management) and we’re delight-
ed to see it arouse interest among colleagues from other 
states,” noted Ms. Shchetkina.

The UN Deputy Secretary-General spoke at the open-
ing of the Regional SDGs Coordination Leaders Forum: 
Building a Partnership to Underpin National Sustainable 
Development Solutions. Ms. Mohammed 
stressed the importance and timeliness of page  8

Amina Mohammed takes the floor
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the Forum, initiated by the Belarusian Gov-
ernment. She emphasised that it helps us to 

consider how best to translate our collective global vision, 
as set out in the Agenda-2030, into concrete action. She also 
paid attention to the necessity of building partnership rela-
tions to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. “I’m 
confident that, by working together, we can strengthen part-
nerships to achieve our shared ambition: an inclusive, equi-
table, prosperous and sustainable world, for everyone.”

The greeting from the President of Belarus to par-
ticipants of the Forum underlined that implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as 
adopted by world leaders at the UN Summit, requires 
major joint action and investment, with persistence to 
secure economic growth and innovation, a healthy envi-
ronment, and decent living conditions for everyone.

“With UN support, Belarus initiated this Forum, aim-
ing to intensify collective efforts in the region for peace, 
prosperity, mutually beneficial cooperation and equal op-
portunities for all, on a healthy planet. You’re now taking 
the first symbolic steps towards uniting people and those 
institutes involved in addressing global issues. The partici-
pation of the UN leadership, its agencies and regional or-
ganisations confirms our determination to change life on 
the planet for the better,” noted Alexander Lukashenko.

The slogan of the UN global agenda on achieving 
sustainable development through until 2030 is one of 
unity, embracing every participant. Raising every glo-
bal citizen’s standard of living is an ambitious task: one 
that’s impossible without concord, peace and security, 
as Belarus’ Foreign Minister, Vladimir Makei, asserted. 
Participants of discussions shared their impressions of 
the forum and ideas on how to achieve the goals set be-
fore the world community.

participants of the 
forum have their say:
UNDP Regional Team/Cluster Leader for Governance and 
Peacebuilding for Europe and CIS (Istanbul Regional Hub), 
Shelley Inglis:

The forum organised in Minsk is a wonderful event. I’d 
like to say more: we’ve never before brought together repre-
sentatives of governments responsible for the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals, to discuss today’s situa-
tion and progress in this area. Belarus has already achieved 
impressive results in a range of issues, accumulating definite 
experience, for example, regarding equal access to education 
and healthcare.

Head of the EU Delegation to Belarus, Andrea Wiktorin:

We’ve come to an agreement regarding SDG realisation. 
Each country has accumulated unique experience, which can 
and should be shared. The Minsk forum serves as a wonderful 
platform to share knowledge. In my opinion, your country has 
major motivation and interest in this area. A large number of 
joint projects are being implemented in Belarus with EU support, 
aimed at achieving seventeen global goals. We’re extremely keen 
on such collaboration with your country.

UNDP Deputy Regional Director for Europe and the CIS, Ras-
tislav Vrbensky:

I’d like to mention that the Sustainable Development Goals 
are very actively being realised in Belarus. The current forum 
serves as an example, as do existing achievements. According to 

page 7
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As part of the Forum, special envelope was issued and 
cancelled, bearing national logotypes for the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. It depicts seventeen SDGs, in English and 
Belarusian.

Amina Mohammed also visited the National Rehabilitation 
Centre for Children with Disabilities, meeting representatives 
of youth organisations, schoolchildren and students, as well as 
representatives of the diplomatic community, heads of agencies 
and employees of the UN system in Belarus.

Ms. Mohammed praised the level of partnership between 
state, business and non-governmental organisations. The Cen-
tre’s Director, Lyudmila Kondrashova, underlined that her 
institution’s work meets Sustainable Development Goals, fol-
lowing the motto ‘No One is Left Behind’. The Centre has or-
ganised a fully-fledged educational programme, offering reha-
bilitation through play; it also renders psychological assistance 
to children’s parents.

By Vladimir Mikhailov

the report, prepared by your country and presented last sum-
mer in New York, definite experience has been accumulated 
regarding SDG implementation. The fact that we’ve come to-
gether today is very important, showing our desire to acceler-
ate achievement of all goals. Vitally, we should work together; 
it’s the only way to achieve results.

Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation, Alexan-
der Pankin:

This isn’t the first conference conducted by Belarus and we 
do have particular experience but it’s the first time that eve-
rything is being held at such a level. This forum will facilitate 
understanding of problems in realising SDGs. This event is a 
conference of partnership and cooperation. Of course, each 
nation is responsible for its own development but we need to 
solve global issues by sharing international experience.

At the National Rehabilitation Centre for Children with Disabilities

 b  Elarus and un
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t
partners 
frOm nOrth 
africa 
sending 
gOOd 
signals  

 p  lans ahEad

Mr. Lukashenko admitted that the 
level of our business interaction is far 
from satisfactory, laying fault on both 
sides, but stressing his belief that the 
Algerian Minister’s visit will inspire 
development. “It would be nice to, at 
least, restore the previous level, which 
exceeded $200 million of trade an-
nually,” the Belarusian President em-
phasised. On the eve of the meeting, 
he studied opportunities for collabo-
ration, asserting, “I’ve noticed that 
everything we manufacture in Belarus 
and all technologies we possess are in 
demand in Algeria.”

Algeria imports large volumes of 
dairy products. Belarus already sup-
plies these to China, Venezuela and 
some other remote countries, so there’s 
no reason why Algeria cannot join our 
sphere of sales. The President under-
lined, “I’d like to assure you that, with 
your will and assistance, we’re ready to 
work in industry and agriculture, us-
ing our technologies. We’re ready not 
simply to supply agro-goods to your 
country, such as dairy produce, but to 
create corresponding facilities togeth-
er, in Algeria.”

The level of Belarusian-Algerian 
military-technical cooperation used 
to be significant and the President 
has no doubt that this can be re-
stored, saying, “I ask you to discuss 
these problems with our minister, to 
agree upon further steps to develop 
these areas. We’ve managed to reach 
agreements with Egypt, so why not 
with Algeria?”

Interaction in the sphere of auto-
mobile building, tractor building and 
agricultural machine building are also 
promising. Much work exists for our 
builders in Algeria. Mr. Lukashenko 
commented, “In a word, we’re open 
and ready for any collaboration with 
your country.”

Mr. Messahel agreed with the as-
sessments of the President of Belarus, 
saying that his aim in visiting Belarus 
was the activation of greater bilateral 
trade-economic interaction.

By Denis alexandrov

The African market is attracting the 
attention of experts and manufacturers 
from all over the world. Algeria, as the 
largest country of the continent, is a top 
priority. Our states were once connected 
by rather weighty trade-economic coop-
eration. However, during the crisis, when 
oil prices dropped, the Algerian govern-
ment was forced to sharply reduce its 

imports, having relied on oil revenue as 
the primary source of national income.  
Now, the situation is changing and we 
can, at least, return our bilateral interac-
tion to its previous level. The President of 
Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, recent-
ly met the Foreign Minister of Algeria, 
Abdelkader Messahel, to discuss how 
best to move forward.

Algeria’s 
Foreign 
Minister 
Abdelkader 
Messahel

It was the first visit of the Head 
of the Algerian Foreign Ministry to 
Belarus, and the first top level visit 
in the history of our diplomatic rela-
tions, although our presidents have 
met twice: in 2000, at the Millennium 
Summit in New York; and, in 2006, at 
the Non-Aligned Movement Summit 
in Havana. Our inter-state political 
dialogue is friendly, though our levels 
of bilateral trade-economic coopera-
tion are modest. Welcoming his guest, B
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Belarus and 
Algeria agree 
to cooperate 

at higher  
level 
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 n  Ew Count

deputies 
receive 
pOwers

 T
hese factors facili-
tated a high turn-
out,  as  the Chair 
of the CEC, Lidia 
Yermoshina, com-
m e n t e d ,  s a y i n g , 
“Such f igures are 
within  usua l  pa-

rameters, which is both the result 
of local authorities’ efforts and indi-
cates increased interest from voters.”

Some citizens appeared disgrun-
tled with the organisation of the elec-
tions, despite them being conducted 
calmly and with transparency. For 
example, some citizens sadly failed 
to locate their designated polling 
station. On that score CEC Secretary 

Yelena Dmukhailo promoted the 
‘I’m Voting!’ mobile application, in 
Minsk and Grodno, which provided 
information on candidates, as well as 
directions to polling stations, using a 
GPS navigator. 

Some European structures criti-
cised the conduct of the elections, to 
which Ms. Yermoshina responded, 
“The European Union didn’t observe 
the elections, so its assessments are 
hardly appropriate.”

Regarding electoral legislation 
reform, Ms. Yermoshina underlines 
that such decision is adopted by a 
subject of legislative initiative: the 
President or the Parliament. “Defi-
nite proposals are now under con-

sideration. In time for the next local 
elections, within four years, amend-
ments are likely to have been intro-
duced into law,” she stresses.

As to when the next election 
campaign will take place, the parlia-
mentary and presidential elections of 
2020 are due to almost coincide, so 
one will surely take place next year. 
Ms. Yermoshina tells us that insti-
tutes empowered to conduct elec-
tions will make the final decision. 
“The Central Election Commission 
is ready to conduct any election cam-
paign. In autumn, with the President, 
I’ll agree the next elections to take 
place in our country.”

By Yevgeny kononov

The Central Election Commission 
(CEC) has announced the final 

results of elections of deputies 
to local councils of the 28th 

convocation. The CEC has declared 
the political campaign efficient 

and successful, with a good turn-
out of those aged under 30, and 

candidates raising more funds 
for their campaigns than usual, 

particularly in districts with fierce 
competition.
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 J  ubilEE and holiday

security 
cOmes first 
President attends solemn ceremony at Palace of the Republic, to mark centenary of Armed 
Forces, coinciding with Fatherland Defenders’ Day, commanding nationwide respect for the 
heroic deeds of past and present generations

 O
n the eve of Feb-
ruary 23rd, on 
which the Father-
land Defenders’ 
Day is marked, 

President Alexander Lukashenko 
praised all whose duty has been to up-
hold the safety of Belarusian society.

Contemporary 
challenges and threats

Because of its geographical location 
and openness, Belarus has felt the harsh 
heel of global political events, enduring 
major re-division of the world, which un-
dermines state sovereignty. Colossal pow-
er in the hands of the few has increased, 
and many fear it may result in war. The in-
tensity of events has prompted the united 
armed forces of western countries to mul-
tiply their presence on our borders.

military efficiency  
of belarusian army

According to Military Doctrine, Be-
larus adheres to a policy of peace, avoid-
ing military conflict, and following the YEARS
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 J  ubilEE and holiday

principle of peaceful settlement of dis-
putes, knowing the price of war. At the 
same time, we are ready to defend our 
national interests via military force. Our 
army is equipped with all that’s neces-
sary, being compact and mobile. In 
training our troops, we place the greatest 
emphasis on training soldiers and offic-
ers in modern techniques of fighting.

modernisation  
of armed forces

The world has embraced high-pre-
cision weapons and rockets. Lacking 
such technologies, Belarus approached 
its friends but they failed to help in 
equipping our army. Instead, our Chi-
nese partners came to our aid. On be-
half of the Belarusian nation, I bow 
deeply to the Chinese leadership, and 
to those military men who’ve assisted 
us in domestic production of high-
precision weapons within 18 months. 
Our Belarus-made ‘Polonez’ multiple-
launch rocket system is the prototype 
of such weaponry. Last October, as part 
of tests, we confirmed the new rocket’s 

abilities, showing that it can hit targets 
over 300km distant.

A new domestic medium-range air 
defence missile system has been cre-
ated, able to destroy moving, air-borne 
targets, including pilotless aircraft and 
winged missiles. A range of Belaru-
sian lightly-armoured vehicles has 
also been produced. Production has 
launched on Belarus-made ‘Kaiman’ 
(Cayman) combat vehicles and work 
continues on the design of armoured, 
unmanned aircraft systems.

military spirit
Passing through serious tests of world 

wars and having endured them, Belarus 
is ready to stand its ground. We’ve no 
desire to inflict weapons on the world, 
but others should know that we’re ready 
to defend our land, our families and our 
independence. We’ll continue enhanc-
ing our state military efficiency and will 
keep our powder dry. Today, we can con-
fidently say that the troops of Belarus can 
fulfil any task they are assigned.

By Alexey Fedosov
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among 1,244 stamps is-
sued during our years of sov-
ereignty is the first dedicated 
to the Belarusian army. on 
February 23rd, the Belarusian 
army celebrated its 100th an-
niversary. on the eve of the 
holiday, a special commemo-
rative stamp was issued, as a 
first day cover, presented at an 
event attended by the Defence 
Minister, Lieutenant-General 
andrey ravkov, and the Minis-
ter of Communications and in-
formatisation, Sergey Popkov.

the stamp features the em-
blem of the armed Forces of 
our country, with 60,000 cop-
ies released, each 52x29.6mm. 
the nominal value is that for 
the cost of a non-priority in-
ternational stamp for written 
correspondence weighing up 
to 20 grams.
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goal-2020
As regards production of milk, eggs 

and meat per capita, Belarusians lead 
among post-Soviet countries and even 
surpass such European leaders as Germa-
ny and France. Exports and harvests are 
growing, with Belarus producing around 
$9 billion of food in its fields, farms and 
greenhouses last year. Most of this is sold 
abroad, generating $5 billion last year in 
foreign sales (beating the 2016 record of 
$4.2 billion). If we compare figures from 

the last decade, 
exports  have 

grown 3.5-fold, 
inspiring the Gov-

ernment to aim for 
$6.2 billion of food 

exports by 2020.
Vo l u m e s  h av e 

been growing and so 
has quality. In the early 

2000s, Belarusian farm-
ers could sell only raw 

materials abroad, which 
foreigner customers bought 

cheaply, for onward process-
ing. “Over the past five years, 

our commodity export structure has 
changed significantly, with high added 
value finished products to the fore,” ex-
plains the Deputy Minister for Agricul-
ture and Food, Leonid Marinich. “As a 
result, profit has doubled.”

geography of the future
Seventy countries now buy Bela-

rusian milk and meat products, with 
eighteen states joining our sales network 
in 2017, including Bahrain, Yemen, Ma-
laysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Oman, Finland 
and Norway.

Traditional markets have grown, with 
foreign customers recognising the qual-
ity of Belarus-made products. Turkey 
has increased its imports 100-fold, while 
Georgia has almost tripled its purchases, 
and sales to Africa have risen 11 percent. 
Customers in the USA have nearly dou-
bled their purchases, while Syria, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Hong Kong and Vietnam 
now buy over a million Dollars’ worth of 
Belarusian foodstuffs annually.

The European Union remains the 
most challenging market, due to the 
need for certification and the imposi-
tion of high customs duties. However, 

Alexey Bogdanov, the Head of the Main Department  
for Foreign Economic Activities at the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Food:

In 2018, we’ll expand our range, 
promoting cheeses and finished 
dairy products. China is a very 
large market, and there’s stiff 
competition. However, Belarus 
is worthily represented, with 
our milk and meat meeting 
China’s high quality  
and safety requirements 

 i  n CompEtitivE EnvironmEnt

expOrt 
expansiOn
Over the last few years, the volume of goods exported from 
Belarus has significantly increased, with Belarusian agro-produce 
‘attacking’ the markets of seventy countries
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 i  n CompEtitivE EnvironmEnt

even here, exports have increased by a 
quarter. Poland, Lithuania, Germany 
and the Netherlands are the main EU 
fans of Belarusian milk powder, butter 
and sausage.

Growth has been observed with every 
nation, and on all continents, except for 
with Russia, while sales fell by 1.5 percent 
in 2017. According to Mr. Marinich, Rus-
sia’s Federal Service for Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Surveillance is the reason for 
reduced sales, since around fifty Belarusian 
companies fell under restrictions last year 
with the organisation. This resulted in meat 
sales being down by 21,500 tonnes, and 
dairy sales by 820,000 tonnes. The Federal 
Service for Veterinary and Phytosanitary 
Surveillance has been protecting its own 
producers, who are significantly increasing 
production volumes, with a ‘Buy Russian’ 
slogan. However, the Russian Federation 
remains Belarus’ largest trade partner, far 
ahead of everyone else.

Belarus continues to focus on diver-
sifying its exports. “The country is open-
ing new markets,” says Mr. Marinich. 
“Our products are now bought by Italy 
and the UK. However, the Russian Fed-
eration remains our key partner.”

peking duck
Belarus is among the five world 

leaders regarding exports of dairy 
products and is among the top twenty 
for meat. Demand is ever growing and 
China is among the major buyers. Our 
partnership with the country began 
with a pilot supply of UHT and pow-
dered milk, whey, cheese and butter. 
Being well-received, last year, exports 
to China grew 7.5-fold, and Chinese 
businessmen are now negotiating with 
Belarusian meat-packing plants. Two 
companies have received certification 
to sell beef to China.

“In 2018, we’ll expand our range, 
promoting cheeses and finished dairy 
products,” comments the Head of the 
Main Department for Foreign Econom-
ic Activities at the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food, Alexey Bogdanov. “By 
mid-2018, certification of poultry will 
be passed. China is a very large market, 
and there’s stiff competition. However, 
Belarus is worthily represented, with 
our milk and meat meeting China’s high 
quality and safety requirements.”

By Yelena Prokina
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‘Molodeya’ trademark cheeses, from Molodechno Dairy Plant, earned customer confidence around the world

As regards 
production  
of milk, eggs 
and meat  
per capita, 
Belarusians 
lead among 
post-Soviet 
countries and 
even surpass 
such European 
leaders  
as Germany  
and France
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 A
ccording to the Be-
larusian Automo-
bile Association, 
last year alone, 
34,255 passenger 
and l ight com-
mercial cars were 
replaced, with 30 

percent growth registered. This figure 
is also supplemented by vehicles sold by 
dealers which are not members of the 
Association and imported by citizens 
and organisations from abroad: adding 
another 10 percent. This is a record for 
the last five years.

Other achievements in this area are 
also worth mentioning. Most impor-
tantly, the first Belarusian facility has 

Optimistic fOrecast
The number of new vehicles seen on the busy city highways has 
increased. This is an advantage from the point of view of ecology, 
safety and comfort, as well as having a beneficial effect on well-being. 

opened on an equal footing with its Chi-
nese partners to produce modern Bel-
Gee passenger cars. Another importer 
of the famous Lada brand has been reg-
istered in the country and some other 
well-known makes are likely to join as 
confidence in Belarusian market pros-
pects grows.

The Chairman of the Belarusian Au-
tomobile Association’s Board  — Sergey 
Mikhnevich  — comments on the figures. 
“We are observing an unprecedented 
growth in sales. Our customers believe 
in the stable future of the Belarusian 
economy. Monetary and financial stabil-
ity has resulted in falling interest rates 
on lending and leasing. A wide range of 
favourable financing conditions are now 

Monetary and 
financial stability  
has resulted in falling 
interest rates on 
lending and leasing.  
A wide range of 
favourable financing 
conditions are now 
available and as a 
result, up to 70 percent 
of sales to individuals 
are realised

 g  Etting ahEad at thE start
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 m  adE in bElarus

available and as a result, up to 70 percent 
of sales to individuals are realised. This 
indicates that the previously deferred 
demand for new cars is now being met. 
In addition, illegal imports of new cars 
from Russia has fallen almost 2.5 times 
against 2016.”

Renault, Volkswagen and Lada re-
main the market leaders. Owing to 
the relatively low cost of Russian pro-
duction, they ensure the best value for 
money and advanced technical solu-
tions. As regards consumer preferences, 
the increase in sales was mainly due to 
relatively inexpensive off-road cars in 
the small and middle class: these are 
the so-called SUVs. According to Mr. 
Mikhnevich, this is a global trend. For 
example, Renault crossovers — such as 
Sandero Stepway, Duster and Kaptur can 
satisfy almost any requirement.

The issue of what comes next is 
not so simple, as it involves many dif-
ferent issues  — such as the continua-
tion of positive trends in the economy, 
fuel prices and the situation regarding 
the so-called toll. Nevertheless, Mr. 
Mikhnevich looks to the future with 
cautious optimism. “We hope, in 2018, 
sales of new cars will rise by 5-10 per-
cent,” he said  The basis of such predic-
tions is the planned growth of the Bela-
rusian economy: in 2018, it is expected 
to improve by 3.5 percent (against 2 
percent in 2017). At the same time, 
plans need to be weighed against Eu-
ropean trends. So far, according to the 
Russian Autostat Agency, neighbouring 
countries (except for Ukraine) outstrip 
Belarus in terms of sales of new cars per 
capita. The BelGee Plant is expecting to 
solve this problem and the figures are 
already optimistic: nearly two hundred 
vehicles of the first commercial batch 
were quickly sold out. Another un-
solved problem is that we lack sales of 
electric vehicles; this is an issue of ecol-
ogy and orders for the future nuclear 
power station. We now need to wait 
for the National Academy of Sciences’ 
experts, who are developing a domestic 
electric car.

By Vladimir yakovlev

le prairie 
residential 
district

French to live in 
Belarusian houses

Т
he whole world knows 
that Belarusians have car-
pentry skills, making good 
quality frame-panel hous-
es. Soon, the French will 

have the opportunity to appreciate 
them, as the first stone has been laid 
in constructing a residential district 
of Belarusian wooden houses, called 
Le Prairie (Meadows), in Villerupt, in 
the north of France, near the border 
with Luxembourg.

The solemn ceremony was at-
tended by Villerupt’s Mayor Alain 
Casoni and the Head of Logibat (the 
general constructor of the quarter), 
Luc Longueville. The Ambassador 
of Belarus to France, Pavel Latush-
ko, also arrived from Paris, while 
Mikhail Kasko, the Deputy Chairman 
of Bellesbumprom Concern (produc-
ing houses for the French), came from 
Belarus.

Production will be situated at Shk-
lov’s Paper Mill (in the Mogilev Re-
gion). In line with the contract, thirty-
seven buildings (ranging from 80 to 
120 square metres) will be constructed, 
meeting all French standards and strict 
environmental requirements, while 
ensuring high energy efficiency. Con-
struction will be launched in the near 
future and will be completed this year.

According to the Adviser of the Be-
larusian Embassy in France, Vladimir 
Malevich, the present project is only 
the beginning, with Lorraine plan-
ning to cooperate with Minsk long-
term; over the next five years, 650 Be-
larusian houses are to be built there.

A proposal has been accepted to 
name a street of Belarusian houses af-
ter famous French physician and bot-
anist Jean Emmanuel Gilibert. This 
native of Lyons was invited to Grodno 
in 1775, where he built the first city 
hospital and a botanical garden; in the 
late 18th century, the latter was con-
sidered the best in Europe.

Over the past three years, about 
seventy Belarus-made houses have 
been supplied to the French market, 
with some in Haucourt-Moulaine, 
not far from Villerupt. Several days 
ago, seventeen single-story houses, 
to be used as social housing, opened 
their doors to new residents.

By Vyacheslav Prokofiev
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B
 o  pportunitiEs for innovations

working from home
Belarus is ranked 31st among 175 countries by the Interna-

tional Telecommunication Union regarding its development of 
information and communication technologies. Moreover, the 
Republic tops the list in the CIS.

A couple of years ago, bank queues resembled those of the 
days when we had problems buying food in the shops; people 
would stand in long lines from the doors to the cashier, nerv-
ously clutching money and utility bills. Self-service terminals 
were available but people were wary of using them; only the 
most daring ventured forward, while staff patiently explained 
how to pay for gas, water or electricity using the automated sys-
tem: ‘Choose ERIP  — the Single Settlement and Information 
Space e-system, and click ‘Utilities’. Then, enter your 
city, street, house number and amount owing. It takes 
just five minutes!’

Banks and post offices still have queues, 
but they’re less daunting. Senior citi-
zens may still be wary of new tech-
nologies, but younger people use 
them more confidently. Moreo-
ver, people can access so much 
from home, from buying trav-
el or sports tickets, to paying 
for their mobile phone or 
utility bills, or making a doc-
tor’s appointment. They can 
apply to court or file their 
tax return. The full list of 
services available online is so 
long that a single newspaper 
page would not be enough to 
name them all.

portals to 
digital reality

Public service reform 
began in 2005, when the 
‘one-stop-shop’ service was 
launched, making it much 
easier for the public to sub-
mit official documents, with 
appointments made to col-
lect certification. Everything 
became convenient, clear and 
accessible.

Over the course of time, 
the ‘one-stop-shop’ principle 
has moved online. Last year, 
Belarus launched a single 
portal for e-government 
services: portal.gov.by, 

which offers over a hundred sections for citizens and busi-
nesses, covering financial transactions, tax payment, tenders 
and procurement.

“So far, the portal is primarily used by businessmen,” ex-
plains the Director of the National Centre for E-Services, An-
drey Ilyin. “They need to know as much as possible about their 
partners to ensure competent business work and risk assess-
ment. They need to know whether their partner has ever been 
bankrupt or has a large state debt. All these answers are avail-
able on the portal. Ordinary citizens are mostly interested in 
social welfare, registering their allowances and pensions.”

The portal has become a single point of access to electronic 
services, requiring each user to register on the site, inventing 
a login and a password, to order a procedure, with execution 

tracked in real-time.
“The e-government project has been time tested,” 

assures Mr. Ilyin. “It’s in common use not only 
in Belarus but is popular in Russia, Kaza-

khstan, Azerbaijan, Estonia, Canada 
and Singapore. Of course, not all 

procedures have been transformed 
into an e-format. Some services 
still require direct interaction 
with the relevant state bodies.”

The Presidential Decree 
‘On the Development of 
Digital Economy’ is driv-
ing forward e-government 
services. This revolutionary 

document, which comes into 
force in late March, legalises 
blockchain technology. It’s al-
most impossible to break into 
the system, and paperwork 
will become almost obsolete, 
with contracts signed elec-
tronically, alongside treaties 
and agreements.

no more paper
The Customs Code of the 

Eurasian Economic Union 
has simplified life for many 
Belarusian entrepreneurs 
since coming into force on 
January 1st, 2018. Paper dec-
larations and personal visits 
to the customs office are now 
unnecessary. The code has 
given a green light to auto-

matic customs clearance, 
allowing declaration of 
goods in advance via the 

‘One- 
stOp- 
shOp’

Innovative technologies 
slowly but surely 

overtaking traditional 
approaches 
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Many e-services tested for the first time at Minsk’s Central Post office 

Internet. The whole procedure takes a few hours instead of a 
day, with the portal facilitating application for crossing at bor-
der checkpoints.

New technologies are dominating the health service as well, 
with electronic hospital records now common, helping reduce 
falsified documents. In 2016, sixteen criminal cases were reg-
istered for production of fake sick leave documents. While the 
new system isn’t fool-proof, it does make detection of such at-
tempts more likely. An increasing number of polyclinics and 
hospitals are now introducing digital technologies, allowing 
appointments to be made online, and for prescriptions to be 
requested, as well as sick leave registered.

Even medical records are being gradually converted into 
digital format, so that doctors can view the medical history 
of patients where no paper document is available. Records of 
tests, examinations and diseases can be electronically regis-
tered at each patient’s ‘local’ polyclinic, while being nationally 
accessible.

from home, we can now:
Calculate our tax payments, using the Ministry of Taxes 

and Duties’ handy calculator (available to individuals and legal 
entities).

Pay traffic fines for speeding. Images caught on camera are 
automatically sent to the system, from where fines are issued by 





post, but you can also check online beforehand, and pay your 
fine via the Interior Ministry’s site. 

Learn your credit history (the service launched in October 
2017) at creditregister.by.

Make an appointment with your doctor, via the 2doc.by site 
(almost every polyclinic is taking part).

Pay for school meals, via ERIP, ATMs and self-service ter-
minals, at banks and post offices.

Order a new passport, or request new issue. 
Order your travel tickets, via the Minsktrans site, choosing 

the mode of transport, and the number of days or trips.
Calculate the cost of a parcel, on the Belpochta site, which 

calculates the cost of letters, parcels and small packets using 
weight and chosen service (standard or signed for with de-
clared value). 

third age university
Naturally, some of us still prefer to use ‘paper’, feeling wary 

of technology. However, the Third Age University is solving the 
problem, enrolling students aged over 60. IT is the most popu-
lar course, with senior citizens learning how to send emails, 
use online banking, make an appointment with the doctor, and 
look for information online, in a simple and understandable 
manner.

By Kristina khilko
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cOde 
tO update 
accOunt

 О
nline money seems 
to have penetrated 
everywhere. Last 
year, an apartment 
was put up for sale 
for digital coins for 
the first time in Be-
larus, while some 

companies are now prepared to take pay-
ments in cryptocurrency. Even BelAZ 
is studying the possibility of selling its 
dump trucks for bitcoins. Heated discus-
sions continue on what has seemed, until 
recently, no more than a skilful market-
ing ploy. However, Decree #8 (legalising 
digital money) has changed the situa-
tion, bringing the digital future closer. 
What does this mean for us?

Yevgeny, 32, from Minsk, became 
interested in cryptocurrency several 
years ago and, in 2018, decided to fo-
cus on mining. He bought the necessary 
equipment for several thousand Dollars; 
computers perform complex calcula-
tions, bringing Yevgeny’s virtual purse 
an income. It’s important to choose what 
to ‘virtually mine’ but Yevgeny seems to 
have the right recipe. He explains, “I’ve 
equipped a mining farm at my garage 
and don’t regret the decision. I have my 
main job, which pays for my daily needs, 
while the income generated from my 
cryptocurrency activities is my savings.”

Decree #8 will come into force on 
March 28th, allowing Belarusians to 
legally mine cryptocurrency: buy it, 

accept it as a present, change it into 
Belarusian Roubles, foreign currency 
or electronic money, or exchange it for 
other tokens. Such actions will not be 
viewed as entrepreneurship and, for 
the five coming years, all income gen-
erated as a result of such operations 
will be exempt from income tax.

Yevgeny is delighted, comment-
ing, “Over the years, I’ve accumu-
lated a good sum in cryptocurrency. 
I’ve been planning to buy an apart-
ment but worried how to report my 
income to tax agencies. Now, I’ll be 
able to spend my earnings without 
fear.”

Companies also have freedom, 
with the decree likely to lead to min-

 v  irtual monEy
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ing farms appearing in Belarus, in 
addition to cryptocurrency exchange 
offices and exchanges — not only as 
part of the High-Tech Park. Belarus 
is the first country to fully legislate 
for cryptocurrency operations, lead-
ing to foreign investors demonstrat-
ing interest.

Mikhail Keizerov, the Director 
of Vitebsk’s Law and Order small 
business incubator, notes a boom in 
requests in January, saying, “We’ve 
received inquiries from Russia and 
the Baltic States: from existing min-
ing firms and from people wish-
ing to launch from scratch. A great 
number of young people 
are engaged in this ac-
tivity at home. However, 
they are now coming to us, 
anxiously wondering how to 
legalise their work, and join 
an incubator.”

One of the HTP’s principles 
is its extraterritoriality: a compa-
ny can be situated in any corner of 
our country. Incubators  — apart 
from being convenient  — receive 
legal assistance. To become an HTP 
resident, you need only register your 
company in Belarus, submitting your 
business plan and other documents. 

Mr. Keizerov predicts that, long 
term, interest in mining is sure to rise 
in Belarus. “Virtual money earners 
need electricity. For example, a large 
Russian company we recently regis-
tered needs to use 1 megawatt. After 
the Belarusian nuclear powers station 
is launched and the cost of electricity 
falls, power will be much in demand. 
Apart from mining virtual money, 
trade and exchange of digital coins is 
also growing popular. Cryptocurrency 
market capitalisation is estimated to 
be worth about $400 billion. There’s 
no reason why some of this shouldn’t 
pass via our country. Bitexbook cryp-
to-exchange has already expressed its 
desire to become an HTP resident, 
legalising its presence in EAEU coun-
tries and strengthening its position on 
the international market.”

Belarus has begun training spe-
cialists for online currency trading, 
at the Belarusian National Technical 
University and at Gomel’s Skorina 
State University. In early 2018, the 
bitcoin rate dropped significantly, 
leading sceptics to say it’s a pyramid 
which will soon collapse. However, 
Prof. Leonid Zheltonogov, who heads 
the Organisation and Analysis of 
Business Processes Department at the 
Belarusian National Technical Uni-
versity, believes these are not fraud 
schemes but a promising market.

He explains, “Bitcoin has all the at-
tributes of digital gold. The precious 

metal is trading in futures markets and 
bitcoin is now trading too. Gold is usu-
ally kept at national banks and used 
for gold and foreign exchange reserve. 
In turn, bitcoin is being kept in large 
volumes in electronic purses. We can 
continue asserting that, owing to the 
futures market, it’s now possible to sell 
or buy gold which is not yet mined. The 
same is true of the main cryptocurren-
cy. Importantly, there is an interrelation 
between the value of gold and bitcoins. 
There is demand for the precious metal, 
since the market has faith in it  — de-
spite the fact that bullion simply lays in 
the bank vaults. There is a reflexive con-

Mikhail Keizerov, Director of Vitebsk’s Law and Order small business incuba-
tor, predicts that, in future, interest in mining is sure to rise in Belarus:

Cryptocurrency market capitalisation  
is estimated to be worth about $400 billion. 
There’s no reason why some of this shouldn’t 
pass via our country. Bitexbook crypto-
exchange has already expressed its desire  
to become an HTP resident, legalising  
its presence in EAEU countries and 
strengthening its position on  
the international market

nection between gold and demand. The 
same is natural for bitcoins now.”

Legalisation of cryptocurrencies 
opens great prospects for us. We might 
become the centre for online money 
emission and a major marketplace. 
Prof. Zheltonogov says, “We need to 
organise crypto-platforms under the 
jurisdiction of our country: to create 
a Belarusian Hong Kong. This will 
bring significant inflow of capital; 
in addition, such sites will make real 
money in the form of commission.”

Those dreaming of a bright digital 
future should be cau-
tious, however, as the 

 v  irtual monEy
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Director of Europol, 
Rob Wainwright, has 

announced that approximately $4.1 
billion to $5.5 billion has been laun-
dered in the EU via cryptocurrencies. 
The situation is complicated by the fact 
that  — even on detecting these illegal 
transfers  — it’s impossible to freeze 
money, as can be done with banks. 

Speaking of whether problems 
could arise, Andrey Karpunin, the 
Chairman of the Financial Directors 
Club, asserts that Belarus won’t become 
a centre for money laundering. He ex-
plains, “We have the relevant national 

legislation, relating to US and Europe-
an regulations. We’re exchanging in-
formation to combat tax evasion and, 
if we fail to keep to these requirements, 
strict measures will be taken towards 
us. We’re a very disciplined country so 
I’m sure we’ll ensure control as part of 
all adopted legislative procedures. An-
other issue is that cryptocurrency is 
a new phenomenon. Many countries 
are still pondering whether to prohibit 
or allow it. We’ve moved forward. Ac-
cordingly, should be among the first to 
develop control measures.” 

By Valeria Gavrusheva

Uk: Cryptocurrency is treat-
ed as a foreign currency or pri-
vate money. transactions are 
respectively taxed.

Estonia: Cryptocurrency is 
considered as an alternative 
means of payment. to commit 
any trade operation, it’s neces-
sary to pass an identification 
procedure.

China: Digital currencies 
are viewed as virtual goods. 
operation between citizens 
are not limited. however, the 
iCo is prohibited. Moreover, 
since last autumn, all crypto-
currency exchanges have been 
closed. access to foreign sites 
is also to be blocked. 

kazakhstan: Cryptocurren-
cies’ legal status remains un-
defined. Miners need to pay an 
income tax of 10 percent.
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21st century mining farms

In Japan, bitcoins and other cryptocurrencies 
were recognised as means of payment last 
April. Things are going well: according to 
analysts, cryptocurrencies may contribute 
about 0.3 percent of Japanese GDP growth 
this year. In the future, taxes may be 
introduced to the cryptocurrency business,  
to a possible sum of about $9.2 billion

 v  irtual monEy
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less paper, 
denser fOrest
Era of digital economy inevitable  
and we must enter earlier than  
we previously supposed 

 E
xperts forecast that, 
within some 20-30 years, 
Internet technologies 
will have become more 
important than oil, while 
such exotic notions as 
bitcoin and blockchain 
will become common. In 

this respect, the decree on the develop-
ment of a digital economy is aimed not 
only at those working in the IT area. The 
Chairman of the National Bank’s Board, 
Pavel Kallaur, sees advantages for the 
banking environment.

“We’re not just ready to perceive in-
novations but are testing some. The bank-
ing system has two projects based on 
blockchain technology. Of course, these 
are experimental, but the most interest-
ing results can be achieved for products 
used in trade financing. Undoubtedly, 
we’ll be developing new projects across 
other areas,” he notes.

Electronic document flow has be-
come a reality for the National Bank, with 
Mr. Kallaur stating, “We’ve calculated that 
we’ve saved six hundred trees within the 
past year. Now, let’s imagine this saving 
on a nationwide scale. If we add robots 
and software products making repetitive 
operations in an automatic mode, we re-

lease very many people who are involved 
in dead work. Specialists who possess 
modern knowledge will be in ever greater 
demand,” explains Mr. Kallaur.

The country’s major banker has an 
ambiguous attitude towards crypto-
currencies, saying, “These are a volatile 
asset and not very convenient for pay-
ments. Some are interested in buying 
or ‘mining’ cryptocurrency. However, 
prices may drastically rise, or fall, over-
night. Those who want to play can do 
so but our central banks are cautious 
in regard to a national cryptocur-
rency. Our legal means of pay-
ment should be used within 
the country. The decree al-
lows HTP participants to 
use cryptocurrencies on in-
ternational bargains, so we 
have a standard attitude 
towards them.”
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t

 it   JournEys

technOlOgies 
gaining 
mOmentum,
or how 
BelArus’ 
DetAileD  
3D mAp  
is Being 
creAteD

For the first time, I’m wearing 3D glasses not to watch a film 
but an image on a computer screen. It’s so realistic that I feel 
I might touch its surface. 3D map has been developed by 
BelPSKHAGI Aerophototopographic Enterprise and I’m among 
the first to test the map software, taking a virtual tour  
of Minsk’s suburbs. The Centre for Processing and Provision  
of Earth Remote Sensing Data (ERS) is behind the innovation.  

photogrammetry 
required

The abbreviation of ERS has become 
well-known over the past decade, and 
used by a number of organisations. How-

ever, BelPSKHAGI is truly unique, since 
it uses satellite images, alongside pho-
tographs taken from manned and un-
manned planes. These complement each 
other, with data interweaving as needed, 
allowing the user to zoom or pan out.

“Only BelPSKHAGI has been 
conducting manned aerial photogra-
phy of Belarus,” explains the Director 
of the company, Oleg Balitsky. “We’re 
unique in employing our own pho-
togrammetrists, whose main task is 
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 it   JournEys

to process satellite data. However, to 
ensure their work is of high quality, 
we need high resolution photos, us-
ing the latest digital scanning cam-
eras. In 2017 alone, we photographed 
over 40,000 thousand square kilome-
tres of Belarusian territory by plane 
(almost a fifth of the country)!”

Last year saw the signing of an 
agreement enabling the company to use 
photos taken by the Belarusian space 
apparatus (BKA). In addition, in 2017, 
BelPSKHAGI gained its own drone; its 
‘Geoskan 201’ provides the most de-
tailed images. As Mr. Balitsky recalls, 
there were initial doubts regarding the 
purchase of this device. “Amateur and 
professional photos differ drastically. 
Many organisations  — including those 
involved in road construction and for-
estry work  — bought drones but failed 
to receive perfect results. They asked 
us for help but we were unsure if we 
could be of assistance. However, our 
first photos were successful. Our expe-
rience, and extensive and high-quality 
information, inspired us to establish 
the Centre.

google map  
of their own

On online website,  similar to 
Google Map, is  being launched, 
of fer ing var ious  v iews of  B ela-
rus. BelPSKHAGI’s project has far 
greater image accuracy, however, as 
chief engineer Vitaly Golovachev 
explains. “Google Map lacks our ac-
curacy. We’re working professionally, 
with up to 30 centimetres accuracy 
(rather than several metres). Our 
photos  — taken from drones  — are 
of perfect quality; you can almost 
count the number of carrots grow-
ing on a bed. Our Internet resources 
will provide the most accurate maps, 
of various resolutions, with free and 
paid versions available.”

Users will be able to offer feedback 
and make requests. Mr. Golovachev 
explains, “Agronomists will be able to 
request shooting of a particular field, 
over a set time period. Results will 
depend on workers and the 
equipment but our data 
will show the changing 
situation, and will help 
ident i f y  abandoned 

lands, swamps and dumps. This is 
much more efficient than observing 
from the ground.”

Mr. Balitsky adds, “Geoportal op-
erates on the basis of our Belgiprozem 
parent company, and is receiving lots 
of requests from organisations, seek-
ing multi-dimensional maps, with a 
resolution of at least 30 centimetres, 
to enable easy location of a site (even 
a particular tree to fell). We’re still pi-
loting the programme.” He notes that 
not everyone wants a 3D map but that 
it’s where the future is headed. “We’ll 
launch a non-commercial project — 
such as a virtual tour through Minsk 
— making it available for general us-
ers. We hope our idea will then gain 
popularity with companies.” 

By Veronika artemieva

BelPSKHAGI 
using satellite 
images and 
photos taken 
from manned 
and unmanned 
planes V
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no point taking photos 
in bad weather 

Operator Victor Bavetov demon-
strates a drone with two cameras on 
board: ordinary and spectral. The 40kg 
‘Leicas’ take photos from a Cessna 402. 
Victor has spent around 500 hours in 
the air over the past six years, sitting 
next to the pilot. Unafraid of flying, 
he’s never been involved in a major ac-
cident, although has only been up in 
good weather, to ensure clear photo-
graphs. It’s an expensive business, as 
the company rents aircraft, and small 
planes lack stability for taking shots; 
an eight-seat Cessna 402 is perfect.
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secrets  
Of Balance

 М
edical statistics 
f ixes alarming 
tendencies. Sleep 
apnea is an insid-
ious disease and 
rather spread. 
Ac c ord i n g  t o 

Doctor of Medical Sciences, Zhanna 
Kolyadich, who is involved in studying 
this problem, this diagnose — which 
sounds as ‘obstructive apnea’ in the 
language of doctors — is diagnosed to 
about 20 percent of residents in Western 
European states by their sixties. There’re 
also enough such people in Belarus.

Academician Vladimir Kulchitsky 
— a famous physiologist and Deputy 
Director for Research at the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 
Physiology — shares his knowledge 
on how to diagnose and help those 
at risk.

Belarusian scientists have been 
investigating the problem of apnea. 
Tell us more.

In studying apnea (cessation of 
breathing during sleeping), we’ve 

been working with Dr. Zhanna Koly-
adich — an otolaryngologist of the 
highest category. We initially con-
ducted tests on animals, registering 
our joint project at the Health Min-
istry. We’ve developed some simple 
methods to identify those suffering 
from sleeping disorders, including 
prolonged pauses in breathing.

Brilliant ideas are always sim-
ple… 

We’ve invented ours as part of 
our experiments with graduate stu-
dent Tatiana Semenik-Filipovich, 
relying on our knowledge and text-
book information. A healthy person’s 
chemoreceptors respond to changes 
in the content of carbon dioxide and 
oxygen in the body. [‘chemo’ refers 
to chemical processes in the body]. If 
you run quickly to the seventh floor, 
your frequency and depth of breath-
ing increases, resulting in shortness 
of breath. Your chemoreceptors, in 
arterial vessels, signal a shortage of 
oxygen, so that your body can take 
action. The highest density of such 

receptors is  concentrated in the 
nodulus caroticus, in the area of the 
bifurcation of the carotid arteries. 
Interestingly, a Nobel Prize was once 
awarded to scientists who discovered 
the nodulus caroticus, which reacts 
to the lack of oxygen in the body.

When does this usually happen?
These biosensors are on the alert 

all the time. During normal meta-
bolic processes, our body absorbs 
oxygen and releases carbon dioxide. 
However, when too much CO2 is re-
leased, hypercapnia occurs: the oxy-
gen level falls and hypoxia occurs. 
Both states are bad, since we need 
balance. Evolutionary receptors in 
blood vessels and the brain (which is 
most affected by hypoxia and hyper-
capnia) respond to increased oxygen 
levels. The brain has very sensitive 
receptors, which react to an excess 
of carbon dioxide. As we know, these 
are located in the brain stem, where 
it meets the spinal cord. Here, the 
vital respiratory and cardiovascular 
centres are found.

Belarusian doctors and scientists have developed innovation that 
makes human life more comfortable

 E  urEka!
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So, our sensors tell our body to 
solve the problem?

The information is processed im-
mediately, to ensure the respiratory 
centre acts without delay. There is an 
interesting aspect. If, for 
some reason, receptor sen-
sitivity to CO2 is reduced, 
then ‘defect ive’  receptors 
won’t react to hypercapnia. 
Oxygen will then be consumed 
and hypoxia will develop in tis-
sues, causing neurons in vital cen-
tres to fail in performing their usual 
functions. If this occurs while you’re 
sleeping, lacking conscious regula-
tion of breathing, exhale duration 
can be prolonged by several minutes. 
In effect, breathing stops (apnea). 
The problem is rooted in the ‘fail-
ure’ of receptors, regulators and the 
ties between them, and can result in 
death during sleep.

We’re able to control our breath 
while awake…

If we lack enough air while awake, 
we consciously start breathing deeper 

but, while sleeping, we aren’t think-
ing about breathing. Our research 
has enabled us to identify problems 
with chemoreceptor sensitivity, lead-
ing to hypercapnia and hypoxia while 

awake. The method developed at our 
Institute has been introduced by Ms. 
Kolyadich at the Health Ministry’s 
Republican Scientific-Practical Cen-
tre of Otorhinolaryngology. She has 
used the results to defend her doc-
toral thesis.

Apparently, cases of sudden death 
during sleep inspired scientists to 
collaborate with clinicians.

We’re primarily interested in pa-
tients at the Centre who suffer from 

obstructive sleep apnea. For various 
reasons, airways can narrow. Our test 
requires the patient to breathe in a 
closed system filled with oxygen. If 
there’s an excess of oxygen in the in-
haled air, a functional blockade of 
the chemoreceptors responds, and 

The method of healthy sleep, developed at the 
Physiology Institute at the National Academy  
of Sciences, has been introduced by Dr. Zhanna 
Kolyadich, an otolaryngologist of the highest 
category, at the Health Ministry’s  
Republican Scientific-Practical Centre  
of Otorhinolaryngology

Zhanna Kolyadich invents new method
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carbon dioxide accumulates in the 
closed system. Some chemore-
ceptors are ‘off ’ while those 
in the brain which respond 
to an excess of carbon di-
oxide must react. If this 
capability is lacking, 
you fail to react, in-
dicating a similar risk 
while sleeping, which 
can be fatal.

What can be done 
in this case?

Nob o dy  has  ye t 
invented a way to re-
store disturbed sen-
sitivity of chemore-
ceptors to carbon 
dioxide.  Accord-
ingly, specially de-
signed compact de-
vices are employed to 
provide constant, steady 
breathing during sleep. 
Globally, there are many 
models, but I hope we’ll 
develop our own do-
mestic model, which 
wil l  enjoy demand. 
Our current innova-
tion allows us to identify 
those who need such help.

Where can we go for this test-
ing? 

Only a few locations. Brest City 
Health Department and the local 
Council of Deputies have taken the ini-
tiative, demonstrating real concern for 
patients affected by obstructive sleep 
apnea. They’ve signed agreements 
with the Republican Scientific-Practi-
cal Centre, allowing for doctors to be 
trained in identifying this problem, 
using our method. Ms. Kolyadich has 
defended her doctoral thesis on diag-
nosing and treating obstructive sleep 
apnea. The problem remains topical 
and we hope our method will enjoy 
demand, here in Belarus and abroad.

What equipment is needed for 
the test?

We use equipment already avail-
able. It only needs slight adaptation, 

which takes around half a day, 
to allow accurate measure-
ment of exhaled carbon di-
oxide and oxygen.
Your method makes it possible 

to detect people at risk. What else can 
be done? Do you need to breathe with 
the device while sleeping, or is there a 
corrective operation of the palate?

An operation on the respiratory 
centre is impossible, since it’s a slim 
neural network. Nothing has been 
invented to replace the respiratory 
centre. However, respirators exist. An 
over-sized soft palatine uvula can be 
successfully treated by orhinolaryn-
gologists, in Belarus and abroad.

Are people suffering from asthma at 
the same risk?

It’s a similar problem. If brain 
receptor sensitivity falls, no manipu-

lation of the airways will solve the 
problem. Portable artificial ventila-
tors help but we don’t advertise them; 
we simply recommend their use. It’s 
a matter of life and death, so I hope 
they’ll soon be produced in Belarus.

Does this mean that if a person 
has problems with biosensors, they 
need to sleep with a mask?

I don’t insist. Patients must de-
cide for themselves,  but it’s  l ike 
Russian roulette. You can live for a 
long time but may suddenly die dur-
ing your sleep. Such things happen 
sometimes, even among healthy peo-
ple: their receptor sensitivity to hy-
percapnia is the sole problem. In my 
opinion, those experiencing reduced 
sensitivity to carbon dioxide should 
use a portable device at night to pre-
vent apnea.
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***
Mr. Kulchitsky, as the Deputy Direc-

tor for Research at the National Acade-
my of Sciences’ Institute of Physiology, 
you’re involved in other projects.

Of course. Our Institute specialists 
have various specialisations. Previ-
ously, I headed the laboratory of neu-
rophysiology, which is now supervised 
by Svetlana Pashkevich. She’s a clever 
woman and a talented doctor. I con-
duct joint research with graduate stu-
dents and doctoral candidates, as well 
as foreign colleagues: from Russia, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Serbia, Poland, 
the Czech Republic, Belgium, Germa-
ny, France and the United 
States. We’ve been focus-
ing on stem cells, among 
other things. Our Institute 
has seven laboratories, cover-
ing various thematic areas. We 
conduct experimental analysis of 
the main pathological processes of 
socially significant diseases. For ex-
ample, corresponding member Iosif 
Zalutsky, the Director of our Institute 
and a leading scientist in Belarus and 
abroad in the field of experimental and 
clinical oncology, has been investigat-
ing tumour development. Mr. Zalutsky 
is searching for new methods of early 
diagnosis of cancer, using the Raman 
scattering method. Our Institute has 
a laboratory set up by Tamara Lu-
kashenko, investigating problems of 
physiology and sports nutrition, such 
as how preservatives in food influence 
our body, and how nutrition can help 
sportsmen, and those of us leading less 
active lives. She’s exploring nutritional 
programmes for those who spend a lot 
of time sitting in front of a computer, 
and for those who eat too much.

Our famous biathlete Darya Dom-
racheva praised her nutritional advi-
sors in 2014, when she won an Olym-
pic gold… 

Our employees primarily work with 
future champions, preparing for future 
victories. We have a multidisciplinary di-
agnostic laboratory on the ground floor 
of our Institute, which boasts unique 

equipment. Its staff are involved in de-
termining early markers of carbohydrate 
metabolism diseases, such as type 1 and 
2 diabetes. They’ve already mastered 
methods of determining latent forms 
of diabetes, atherosclerosis and cancer 
development. These studies are much 
aided by data collected by the Centre of 
Electron and Light Microscopy. We also 
run a laboratory focused on modula-
tion of body functions. Until recently, 
the former Health Minister of Belarus, 
Vladimir Ulashchik, who was an out-
standing scientist, worked there (he died 
not long ago). The laboratory is headed 
by Alla Molchanova, who was his pupil. 

She’s a keen young researcher and a Doc-
tor of Sciences. The mechanisms of pain 
reactions, as well as the body’s response 
to temperature and other extreme fac-
tors, are being investigated there. We be-
lieve these studies are important in de-
tecting the physical factors which help us 
cope with pain, and in finding out how 
to remove pain effectively.

Are you working longer hours since 
becoming an academician? 

It would be more correct to say 
that I’ve gained more opportunities 
and initiatives for conducting topical 
scientific research.

The Institute’s laboratories are in-
volved in studying the main socially 
significant diseases. Are any of your col-
leagues investigating health problems 
arising from deficiency of sunlight? 
Alas, we spend more time indoors, in 

artificial light, probably to the detri-
ment of our health. Light has curative 
powers, and we have light therapy...

We’ve not conducted any complex 
research on this. Several years ago, 
Alesya Antipenko — a post-graduate 
student at Mogilev’s A. Kuleshov State 
University — successfully defended 
her thesis paper on a related topic. 
She’s continuing her work, which she 
began at the Institute’s neurophysiolo-
gy laboratory. It’s important to uphold 
our health, not just for ourselves but 
for the well-being of the whole coun-
try. Our mood, health, performance 
and working productivity depend on 

many factors, including the weather. 
Some react to air pressure, and others 
are ‘light-dependant’.

Do such studies lack funding? At 
present, the applied sciences seem to 
be in favour...

Fundamental sciences are in de-
mand everywhere, since they produce 
results necessary for the development 
of innovative methods, devices and 
systems. We need to strive for this. 
Moreover, Belarusian scientists should 
concentrate their efforts on solving the 
acute problems of our country. Dur-
ing the 2nd Congress of Belarusian 
Scientists, in 2017, cutting-edge areas 
for scientific research were discussed. 
My colleagues know exactly what they 
need to focus upon. 

interviewed  
by ivan and Valentina Zhdanovich

Belarusian scientists should concentrate their 
efforts on solving the acute problems of our 
country. During the 2nd Congress of Belarusian 
Scientists, in 2017, cutting-edge areas for 
scientific research were discussed.  
My colleagues know exactly what they  
need to focus upon
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 C  ultural EnvironmEnt

exciting 
jOurney intO 
the wOrld  
Of BOOks
25th Minsk International Book Fair meetings

 W
hy draws 
the crowds 
to cultural 
and trade 
e v e n t s ? 
Is  i t  t h e 
s pi r i tu a l 
e n e r g y 

and festive atmosphere, as well as 
the chance to see something new? At 
the recent Minsk International Book 
Fair, it was possible to browse books 
from more than thirty countries, find-
ing out about the cultural traditions 
of various nations, and world trends 
in literature and book printing. Fa-
mous authors were ready to sign auto-
graphs, and visitors could take part in 
presentations, contests and quizzes… 
You could even try your hand at using 
a printing machine, made by mod-
ern specialists, similar to that created 
by Belarusian first printer Francysk 
Skaryna, in Czech Prague in the early 
16th century. Guests made their own 
souvenir-reprint of a page from Skary-
na’s Bible. Such events bring together 
interesting people, books, thoughts, 
drawings and images.

lyudmila Pavlikova-Kheidarova (l)  
and Dajana lazarević meet at the exhibition

Minsk International Book Fair is al-
ways hosted by the administrative build-
ing, at 14 Pobediteley Avenue, close to 
the Palace of Independence and Flag 
Square. This year, from February 28th 
through March 4th, there was a veritable 
ocean of books, encouraging guests to 
swim through the stands, encountering 
editions on all themes. We all know the 

power of books to enlighten and move 
us, tackling eternal truths, and opening 
our eyes to new understanding of life.

The national stands, including 
those from the UK, Germany, Italy, 
Kazakhstan, China, Poland, Russia and 
Ukraine, were especially popular. Serbia 
featured as honorary guest, while Ro-
mania was taking part for the first time. 
Guests were treated to an array of events, 
such that it was difficult to know where 
to begin. There were so many presen-
tations, meetings, autograph sessions 
and workshops. The programme listed 
almost fifty pages of events, organised 
by the Information Ministry and Minsk 
City Executive Committee, alongside 
Belkniga and Makbel enterprises.

The national stand of Belarus had 
several venues at the expo, with the cen-
tral ground hosting presentations, and a 
children’s zone of activities. In the pub-
lishing houses area, the Union of Writ-
ers of Belarus presented its books and 
projects, alongside those of the National 
Library. In particular, a multi-volume 
facsimile edition of ‘The Book Heritage 
of Francysk Skaryna’ was presented: a 
highlight of the book fair.
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 C  ultural EnvironmEnt

I bumped into various people at the 
event, including Valery Yegorov, Direc-
tor of Sakrament-IT Company, who 
was eagerly assessing which educational 
textbooks and books to incorporate into 
his company’s MegaBook Internet re-
source, in use across many Belarusian 
schools, as a multimedia 
textbook. These electronic 
textbooks can even include 
video clips, helping students 
master difficult learning in phys-
ics, chemistry and biology, even 
without teachers’ assistance. Such 
textbooks are available worldwide, 
using various devices.

“We plan to improve and enlarge 
this database of knowledge, created 
upon the order of the Information Min-
istry,” explains Mr. Yegorov. “We’ve been 
receiving very interesting proposals, 
such as to create ‘shelves’ of educational 
textbooks in chemistry and physics, en-
abling students to have them always to 
hand. We’re also musing on how best to 
advertise our Sakrament-IT resources, 
working with Lyudmila Pavlikova-Khei-
darova to establish cultural cooperation 
with China. We’re currently searching 

for partners to implement a very inter-
esting cultural-poetic project.”

I noticed, during the Book Fair, that 
the Chinese Cultural Centre in Minsk 
ran a ‘Chinese Literature and its Trans-
lation’ seminar, involving guests from 
various Chinese provinces. Mr. Yegorov 

and Ms. Pavlikova-Kheidarova attend-
ed the event, sharing views on how to 
expand Belarusian-Chinese contacts 
via Belarusian innovation, and IT de-
velopments.

Meanwhile, opening the exhibition, 
Information Minister Alexander Karly-
ukevich noted that ‘Belarus intends to 
more actively expand electronic books’. 
He told journalists that representatives 
of many countries had come to Minsk 
to discuss electronic books, including 

their use via social networks. He noted 
that one of the largest Chinese publish-
ing houses is interested in collabora-
tion, holding talks with the Information 
Ministry. Electronic books are the latest 

At the recent Minsk International Book Fair,  
it was possible to browse books from more than 
thirty countries, finding out about the cultural 
traditions of various nations, and world 
trends in literature and book printing. 
Famous authors were ready to sign 
autographs, and visitors could take part  
in presentations, contests and quizzes
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trend, as is international book collabo-
ration. Mr. Karlyukevich underlined the 
significance of the President of Belarus’ 
greeting, which was directed not only 
towards participants of the Book Fair 
but to those at the 4th ‘Writer and Time’ 
international symposium, attended by 
representatives of twenty-two states.

What cultural-poetic links does 
Sakrament-IT Company boast? Ms. 
Pavlikova-Kheidarova, like Mr. Yegorov, 
is a mathematician by education. How-
ever, Ms. Pavlikova-Kheidarova is also a 
famous poet in Belarus, recently releas-
ing her ‘Steps to the Holy Spirit Cathe-
dral’. Precise in form and content, the 
collection is filled with lofty images, 
encouraging us to ‘breathe the heavens’. 
Everything is of the highest level, includ-
ing its design and illustrations. The book 
contains a ‘Wreath of Zodiacs’ collection 
of sonnets.

World famous works by Pushkin, 
Lermontov, Anna Akhmatova, and Osip 
Mandelstam sound well in Belarusian 
language. Someone has already called 

Lyudmila the ‘Belarusian Akhmatova’, 
for her translations of Russian, Ukrain-
ian, Polish, Lithuanian and, even, Viet-
namese poetry. I have a copy of her poet-
ry, signed by Ms. Pavlikova-Kheidarova, 
who is also known for her presentation 
of Belarusian television programmes, 
and her involvement in civil activities. In 
particular, she took part in commemo-
rating the memory of Saint Yevfrosiniya 
Polotskaya. Together with Mr. Yegorov, 
she has established a special foundation, 
celebrating the power of verse.

Translating the Chinese ‘Book of 
Changes’ (also known as the ‘I Ching’), 
she has done so in line with strict can-
ons of six-lines verse, resulting in her 
‘Evening Veche’. The ancient book of 
wisdom brims with accumulated phi-
losophy, consonant with Confucianism 
and Taoism. ‘I Ching’ world perception 
is based on two major energies: male 
Yang and female Yin. Many interna-
tional translators have given their in-
terpretation of the Book of Changes but 
our Belarusian poetess may be the first 

to reflect the deep sense of all sixty-four 
Chinese hexagrams, using Belarusian 
words. Ms. Pavlikova-Kheidarova and 
Mr. Yegorov are keen to build on this 
work, to strengthen Belarusian-Chinese 
cultural friendship.

Ms. Pavlikova-Kheidarova has been 
liaising with Serbia’s Dajana Lazarević, 
a translator from Belgrade, who tells 
us, “I was born in Sabac and studied 
at Belgrade University’s Philology De-
partment. In 2012, I began learning Be-
larusian, as we had optional courses.” 
Dajana speaks eagerly in Belarusian. 
“Last year, I attended Belarusian lan-
guage courses in Minsk and now I have 
many friends here: writers and students 
learning Serbian.”

Dajana is known in Belarus for hav-
ing translated Maxim Bogdanovich’s ‘Vy-
anok’ (Wreath) into Serbian. The book 
was released in Minsk and was presented 
at the Maxim Bogdanovich Museum last 
year. She’s also translated works by other 
classical writers, such Petrus Brovka and 
Maxim Tank. 
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Prof. Ivan Charota — a Doctor of 
Sciences and famous expert in literature 
and culture, in Serbia — has encouraged 
Dajana to become involved in Belaru-
sian culture. Also present at the exhibi-
tion, at the Serbian stand, he smiled at 
us, seeing Dajana speaking to journal-
ists. Among her writer friends are Ales 
Badak, Lyudmila Pavlikova-Kheidarova, 
Yulia Oleichenko, Margarita Latyshkev-
ich, and journalist Marina 
Yevseichik. The 24-year-old 
poetess from Belgrade already 
boasts three collections of po-
etry and works as a librarian at 
the Children’s Cultural Centre.

Close to the Serbian stand was 
famous Belarusian Printing House 
Mastatskaya Litaratura, manned by 
Zoya Kustova and Oksana Sprichan 
(the latter is a representative of the dy-
nasty of poets whose roots come from 
Ukraine). With enthusiasm, they told 
us about the editions on their stand, 
urging that we browse a new collection 
by poet Ales Ryazanov (also famous in 
Germany, and who writes pieces in Ger-
man). Nearby was the Ukrainian stand, 
which presented a luxury edition on the 
‘Olelkovichi-Slutskie Dukes’.

I also chatted with poet Victor Shnip, 
who studied at the Literary Institute in 
Moscow and is now Editor-in-Chief of 
Mastatskaya Litaratura. We once worked 
together for ‘Belarus’ magazine and 
Mr. Shnip — who comes from 
the Volozhin District’s village of 
Pugachi — signed his ‘Pugachi 
Barber’ for me.

Children loved the games 
being organised by Pachatko-
vaya Shkola Publishing House, 
which releases ‘Yuny Technik i 
Izobretatel’ (Young Technician 
and Inventor) magazine: a Be-
larusian descendant of Soviet 
periodical ‘Yuny Technik’. It of-
fers advice to those keen to try 
their own inventions, and num-
bers journalist Konstantin Stol-
yarchik among its staff.

The national stand of 
Belarus enjoyed song and 

Dajana Lazarević — a young writer from 
Belgrade — is known in Belarus for translating 

Maxim Bogdanovich’s ‘Vyanok’ (Wreath) 
collection into Serbian. The book was 

released in Minsk and was presented at the 
Maxim Bogdanovich Museum last year

verse, with the Belarusian Union of 
Writers commemorating the memory 
of poet Ales Bachilo, who was born in 
the Pukhovichi District’s village of Lesh-
nitsa. This year, we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of his birth.

The Union of Writers announced the 
results of its ‘My Dear Motherland’ con-
test, dedicated to Ales Bachilo, whose fa-
mous song is often heard at concerts and 

on the radio. The winners of the contest 
received diplomas and read their verse, 
with songwriter Kastus Tzybulsky sing-
ing for the guests. The poet’s grandson, 
Artem Bachilo, was in attendance.

I also bumped into teacher Tatiana 
Bublikova-Astashonok, who invited me 
for a summer party of verse in Lesh-

nitsa, where she 

was born. Loving their motherland, lo-
cal enthusiasts venerate their prominent 
fellow countrymen. There’s a ‘Leshnitsa’ 
group online, on the Odnoklassniki so-
cial network.

The Russian stand presented a book 
of fairy-tales by Alezander Karlyukevich 
— ‘Shuburshin and His Friends’. Last year, 
Mr. Karlyukevich (who was born in the 
Pukhovichi District’s village of Tsitovka, 

in the Minsk Region) became Informa-
tion Minister of Belarus. At the presenta-
tion, he admitted that it’s not easy to write 
fairy-tales for children. He thanked Oleg 
Zhdan, for his moving translation of Be-
larusian-language texts into Russian, and 
Alena Karpovich for her illustrations, 
alongside everyone at the Belarusian Be-

lovagroup Publishing House and 
at famous Moscow’s 
Planeta Publishing 
House. The book is be-
ing distributed widely 
in Russia.

Interestingly, dur-
ing the Book Fair, tal-
ented illustrator Alena 
Karpovich received an 
interesting offer from 
Moscow: to illustrate a 
book for children, dedi-
cated to the Russian cap-
ital. It’s wonderful to see 

new projects being discussed, and 
new books ‘born’. The trade fair in 
Minsk provided bright testimony 
to this.

By ivan Zhdanovich
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village Of 
childhOOd 

dreams

T
en years ago, it was a modest settlement 
but Mr. Burnos had a childhood dream 
of making his home village the most 
beautiful. At last, he had the means to 
achieve that dream, laying phone 
lines, then an asphalt road, gas 
and water lines. He built a tourist 
complex, a sports arena, a church 

and a Sunday school, with plans soon for a new shop 
and a water bottling facility.

Manager Vitaly Germas gave me a tour of the 
village, set beside a forest and lake, which look 
enchanting in the mist or snow. He arrived in 
2010, taking obligatory employment as a wait-
er in a restaurant, following graduation. With 
a degree in tourism, he’s now a trustee.

Eight wooden guesthouses 
welcome visitors, with access 
to various amenities, a res-
taurant and medical centre. A 
salt cave is being built and there 
are thujas and pines, benches and 
wrought-iron lanterns along the 
avenues. A small bridge 
leads to an artificial 
island, where a tower 
with a balcony is situat-
ed. There are two lakes: 
one large, with an is-
land, and one smaller, 
with a fountain and 
splashing trout.

Tourists arrive  
at Kletnoe,  
in Brest Region’s 
Pruzhany District, 
from all over  
the globe, where 
St. Petersburg 
businessman 
Nikolay Burnos 
has invested 
around  
$30 million, 
transforming  
the village  
beyond 
recognition
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Vitaly draws my attention to a statue 
of an angel, saying, “Nikolay Burnos 
brought it from St. Petersburg, for in-
stallation on an artificial mound near 
the lake.” He leads me next to the church 
built in honour of the holy martyrs: Vera, 
Nadezhda and Lyubov (Faith, Hope and 
Love). The building is a well-known 
copy of Tikhvinskaya Icon of Our Lady 
Chapel, located close to Naval Cathe-
dral of Saint Nicholas, in Kronstadt (Mr. 
Burnos graduated from Kronstadt Naval 
School). Its bell tower is just as impres-
sive, with eight bells cast in Voronezh.

The Sunday school building is situ-
ated nearby, with tables and books, fully 
ready for classes. Only two schoolchil-
dren live in Kletnoe but those from 
neighbouring villages may come. “As 
soon as we find a priest, the school will 
open,” Mr. Germas adds. Mr. Burnos has 
already built a house for him.

Just fifty people reside in Kletnoe 
but the Chairman of Sukhopolie Vil-
lage Council, Mikhail Martynov, has no 
doubt that the figure will grow annually. 
“We have gas, water and employment. 
On seeing this beauty, young people 
start taking care of their parents’ houses, 
painting them anew and making fenc-
es. Some are building new houses and 
a Russian has bought a house here, to 

Not only business projects but books, memories and pictures show our 
gratitude to our native land. there are two private museums in the Bereza 
District. Vera Zakharova, a granddaughter of Fiodor Zelenko, from the vil-
lage of Mikhalki, who now lives in kiev, has her grandfather’s house op-
erating as the Grandfather Fiodor house-Museum. Neighbouring Soboli 
also runs its own private museum: Sabalevski Maentak, which is an open-
air museum of folk life and architecture. Brest artist anatoly Zheludko was 
born there, collecting exhibits (utensils, tools, dishware and clothes) as 
well as painted portraits of villagers. he has even written a book about the 
village and its residents, for which he now seeks a publisher.



rEfErEnCE

live. Our villagers have changed over the 
years,” he says. “On Epiphany, I plunged 
into the holy lake near the tourist com-
plex. I’ve never done this before. We also 
have our own choir, in which our vil-
lagers sing. Some had no idea they even 
could sing!”

Maria Gorustovich, aged 70, tells us 
about changes to rural life. 

Has your countryman awakened 
interest?

Of course, we’re very grateful to him. 
He’s a good man. Every New Year, we re-
ceive presents from him.

Do you remember Nikolay Burnos 
in his childhood? 

He was like all others. He worked 
hard.

Mikhail Martynov remembers 
Nikolay’s father, recollecting, “Alexey 
worked as a bunker [working with beets] 
at Iskra collective farm and Nikolay often 
came to help him. He was hardworking 
and has achieved much in his life.”

Kletnoe is located on the edge of the 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha. When the by-
pass was laid, the village was suddenly 
more accessible to drivers. Mr. Burnos 
believes many more such complexes 
should be constructed along the main 
road. “Local places are amazing. I’ve al-
ways remembered my village. My soul 
resides here. It’s satisfying for me to know 
that I’ve helped bring major changes for 
the better, in Belarus,” he says.

By Valentina kozlovich
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t
spring 

arrives in 
pOsadets…

To feel at ease in our youth, it’s easy, 
as Raisa admits. Travelling to Moscow 
at the age of 16, to visit her relatives, 
she met her boyfriend, who was un-
dertaking his military service in the 
Russian capital. Later, he took Raisa 
to his home village, in a picturesque 
place on the Dniester River, in Western 
Ukraine’s Ternopol Region.

“Look at this beauty!” she remarks, 
showing us a photo. “The river in that 
area curves steeply, as if embracing 
Zaleshchiki. Tourists from all over the 
Soviet Union used to come to the tour-
ist complex, with Belarusians among 
them.” Zaleshchiki was once owned by 
the last king of Rzecz Pospolita, Stanis-
law August Poniatowski, who was born 
in Belarus. Researching online, we dis-

cover that the village is now called Vol-
chin (in the Brest Region’s Kamenets 
District), and that Poniatowski’s tomb 
is found there. 

“Everything is interlinked: past, 
present and future. Even people, whose 
fates are tightly knotted,” Raisa smiles. 
“We never think of this in our youth, 
as everything is easy then. In our el-
egant senior years, the heart becomes 
calmer. Such tranquillity isn’t claimed 
easily, since good health is vital! If we 
have that, all else slips into place. You 
remain in good spirits and rejoice, since 
life continues. You happily keep your 
house clean, and your garden tidy, cook 
meals and welcome guests from Minsk. 
Those dearest to me visit not only on 
holidays, but all through the year: my 

grown children Galina and Oleg, with 
their daughters and sons.”

The hostess is always happy to wel-
come whoever arrives at her door. Not 
only her five grandchildren (Galina’s 
Yulia and Tanya, and Oleg’s younger 
Veronika and twins Kirill and Yegor) 
but their friends as well. Her only 
great-daughter, Polina, calls Raisa by 
the name of Raechka.

Raisa doesn’t complain about her 
health, although she needs to keep an 
eye on her blood pressure, which can 
rise when she overworks herself, or 
becomes anxious. She tries to take an 
afternoon nap but, on the day we ar-
rived, she’d been clearing snow from 
outside the house. Spring is certainly 
late this year!

 o  nE’s own way

Raisa Kondrashin-Ploshchuk was born in Russia’s Yelantovo 
village, in the Tatarskaya SSR, but has lived in Zaleshchiki in 

Western Ukraine for many years. She recently discovered Posadets, 
in Belarus’ Logoisk District, where she feels right at home. And not 

long ago, Raisa gained Belarusian citizenship. 
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 o  nE’s own way

G a l i n a  b o u g h t 
her mother the house 
when sad events began in 
Ukraine. The whole family 
recently gathered to clean 
and decorate and it now re-
sembles a picture, standing out 
among all the homes in Solnech-
naya Street  — owing to its pale 
green colour and many flowers in 
the front garden. 

Son Oleg and Raisa’s son-in-law 
of the same name jointly chose and 
bought the paint in Minsk. They tend to 
do odd jobs while visiting Raisa, as the 
building needs constant care. The front 
porch was retiled not long ago, and the 
canopy fixed. In spring, garden stepping 
stones are due for replacement, and the 

terrace needs renovation too. A new an-
nex might even be built…

The two men smile on hearing that 
their mother is demanding. She loves 
to see everything perfect. As soon as 
one job is completed, she thinks of the 
next, but her son, Oleg, doesn’t mind. 

Daughter Galina understands her per-
fectionism, although she wishes she’d 
relax sometimes. Galina takes us first 
to a dressing room, where clothes have 
been neatly laid out, then a pantry, 
where jams and preserves are stored: 
pickled cucumbers, tomatoes, mush-
rooms and apple juice. In the mush-
room season, Raisa spends hours in 
the forest, with her neighbours, gath-
ering noble varieties of mushrooms, 
especially porcini, which are perfect 
for the traditional Belarusian dish of 
machanka (sausages in meat sauce, 
which can be served with pancakes, 
or dumplings or cabbage rolls). Mush-
rooms are also served with onions 
and oil and are great for pancakes and 
boiled potatoes. They’re even used in 
vegetable soup.

Raisa is a wonderful cook, having 
learnt as a child, born to a family of 
Old Believers. Her grandfather used 
to sit at the head of the table, ready to 
wield a wooden spoon at the rambunc-
tious five children. However, Raisa 
was an exemplary granddaughter and 
daughter, helping her mother bake 
pies, including with fish. In winter, 
they would ice-fish for carp, chub and 
pike, from the Shishma River (a tribu-
tary of the large Kama). Raisa’s brother 

Posadets is a village under Zarechie rural  
council, in the Minsk Region’s Logoisk  

District. In the late 19th century, it was  
known as Posadets, under Kraisk parish,  
in the Vilnya Province’s Vileika District.  
On April 24th, 1886, Belarusian literary  
legend Zmitrok Byadulya was born there

Yakov was a great fisherman and all 
her family had a strong constitution, 
despite difficult, famine conditions in 
the pre- and post-war years. All lived 
to a grand age, including her parents 
and uncles. Her father’s brother even 
celebrated his centenary.

Spring landscape in the village of Posadets
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We visited the family in January, 
during the Christmas celebrations, 
being offered Ukrainian borsch with 
donuts, meat jelly, Russian dumplings, 
Belarusian-style braised cabbage with 
ribs and Polish kanapki (which are 
popular in Zaleshchiki). There was 
even stuffed pike, caught by Oleg in the 
Vileika reservoir, near Posadets. 

“My table represents international 
cuisine,” jokes Timofeevna (impercep-
tibly, we begin to call her by her patro-
nymic). “I just wish that countries could 
be as friendly as my festive dishes, sit-
ting side by side. Come next year and 
we’ll celebrate Christmas Eve with you, 
so you can sample our twelve meatless 
dishes. We’ll open our ‘generous night’ 
with traditional kutia, made with poppy 
seeds, honey and nuts, and we’ll drink 
our ‘generous beverage’ to encourage 
good health and enjoy rich harvests 
and well-being.” ‘Generous’ night is a 
tradition, celebrated on the eve of the 
Old New Year, on January 13th, in the 
Kharkov Region. However, we agree 
that Christmas Eve is more important, 
being the night of Christ’s birth.

Raisa knows many songs, old and 
modern, in Russian, Ukrainian and 
Belarusian, singing them as she cooks. 
If she were younger, there’s little doubt 
that Raisa would have headed the vil-
lage council or some similar group, to 
take action to beautify the streets of Po-
sadets, which has become her second 
home. She can’t bear the disorder which 
spoils this previously beautiful place, 
with its lake, and forest surroundings, 
rich in mushrooms. The air is clean and 
the area has a rich history.

“On learning that Zmitrok By-
adulya, a Belarusian classical writer, 
was born here, I immediately went to 
see his house. It would be great to un-
veil a plaque and to plant flowers. My 
daughter showed me information on-
line, on how he loved Belarus. I even 
wrote out Zmitrok’s words of love to 
Belarus.” Raisa here took out a thick 
notebook, reading well-known facts 
about the Belarusian writer: that his 
works have been translated into many 
languages, including Yiddish. Speak-
ing of his muses, he wrote: ‘One lady 
— with black hair  — is looking at me 
with eyes wet with tears. Her face is 
sorrowful. Come to me. Remember 
that the blood of the Jewish East is in-

side me. Another lady has fair hair. She 
keeps gusli in her hands, singing songs 
of the Belarusian land. Her voice rings 
out, saying ‘You’ve been foreseen by my 
land. You’ve been nursed by my farm-
ers. Your Jerusalem is here: in these 
woods and valleys which have given 
you corporeal and spiritual power’.

Reading the lines, Timofeevna’s 
face is radiant, and her eyes filled with 

tears. “Belarus is now the same for me. 
Posadets and its neighbouring forests 
and fields have become dear to me. We 
simply need to beautify the area,” she 
stresses. She’s been ‘fighting’ for order 
and beauty, and not only around her 
own house. Each spring (on the eve of 
the Easter), Raisa takes out an embroi-
dered towel brought from Zaleshchiki 
and asks her son to tie it to the roadside 
cross at the entrance to the village. The 
tradition of installing protective crosses 
has ancient roots, and Raisa supports 
the idea fervently. No matter that her 
towel has Ukrainian embroidery: im-
portantly, it’s clean and festive.

The local municipal sewage system 
had problems until Raisa became in-

volved, calling us a year ago, asking 
whom she needed to address. Eventu-
ally, she phoned the ‘hot line’ run by 
ONT TV Channel, and wrote to ‘Bela-
rus Segodnya’ newspaper and Minsk’s 
Mayoral Office. She explained that the 
bad smell made it impossible to stay 
outside in the evening, or enjoy the 
aroma of grass and soil, and that she 
was ashamed to invite guests. Now, 
the Logoisk District’s air is so clean 
and fresh, it can be virtually ‘drunk’, as 
Raisa puts it.

Timofeevna’s efforts have improved 
other services as well, with village de-
bris being taken away promptly, and 
streets lit at night. She now hopes to 
find a patron to lay new roads. Speaking 
of 2018 as the Year of the Native Land, 
Raisa is convinced that it will help vil-
lages revive, since those with money 
to invest will be able to do great work. 

Ukrainian town  
of Zaleshchiki,  

on the Dniester River

Raisa Timofeevna’s family roots, from the village  
of yelantovo, in the former Tatarskaya SSR
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She hopes to see Posadets benefit, add-
ing that the old school building is now 
surrounded by a beautiful fence, and a 
farmstead is to open, attracting guests 
to the village. Raisa loves the ‘themed’ 
years, which encourage campaigns 
and improvements. As she notes, she 
would hardly have heard of so many 
scientific achievements were it not for 
the Year of Science. Raisa is hopeful 
of small towns and villages receiving 
greater attention. How great it would 
be if our small towns and villages were 
able to revive.

Being a great fan of Russian TV 
programmes, Timofeevna tells us about 
the Russian hinterland, where teenagers 
made an Internet site, sharing informa-
tion on their local places, and organising 
online tours. Raisa regrets that there’s 
no school in Posadets, it closed in 2010 
and all teachers and students moved to 
Kraisk. Since then, no children’s voices 
are heard in the village  — except for 
in summer, when vacationers come. Al-
though numbers are rising, most stay in 
their own gardens.

We tell Raisa that a school museum 
exhibition has launched in Kraisk, with 
a section devoted to Byadulya, featuring 
such exhibits as the writer’s bust, which 
was brought to Posadets by his friend 
Zair Azgur, the famous Belarusian 
sculptor. Raisa is delighted and requests 

that we put forward the proposal for a 
plaque on the house where Byadulya 
was born. “This place is historic but not 
even all of our own villagers know about 
it. The Age of Aquarius is yet to appear!” 
A TV astrologer has been saying that 
the Age of Aquarius is soon to come, 
when the collective consciousness will 
awaken. People will grow tired of com-
puters, and seek out friends, meeting 
and chatting more often…

“Maslenitsa has gone,” sighs Raisa, 
but most Posadets residents stayed at 
home, eating pancakes. Clearly, the 

home and the family are above all, 
and I was visited by my children and 
grandchildren. However, it’s good to 
go out onto the street, to the square, 
to eat hot pancakes and treat others. 
It would have been great to have mu-
sic playing and to see the burning of 
the Winter dummy. I remember how 
we used to celebrate in Zaleshchiki. 
On holidays, people would bring out 
tables with food, full of enthusiasm, 
joined by villagers from other streets. 
Everyone took something to eat and to 
share with others. Everyone sang and 
danced, and it encouraged a warm at-
mosphere.”

Of course, she understands that 
times have changed, and people’s lives 
are busy. Her own children are tired 
from working, unable to visit her eve-
ry weekend. She admits, “My children 
also need to rest. I don’t nag them to 
come. Thank God, I have enough 
strength of my own.”

Spring has come and the March sun 
is warming Posadets, Raisa’s adopted 
homeland. She’ll soon have more work 
to do: the seedlings are already out on 
her windowsill… Meanwhile, the cher-
ries and roses brought by Raisa from 
Zaleshchiki may take root in their new 
home, just as she has done. 

By Valentina and ivan Zhdanovich

Raisa Timofeevna’s house on Solnechnaya Street

Culinary master class for granddaughter Polina: a cake with cherries

IV
A

N
 Z

H
D

A
N

o
V

IC
H

 o  nE’s own way

39Беларусь. BelaruS
2018



even the  
air is filled 
with 
histOry 

returning to the 
origins of history

The oldest city in Belarus was 
founded by the Krivichi, at the 
confluence of the Zapadnaya Dvi-
na and the Polota rivers, in 862. 

It’s especially beautiful in autumn, when 
the lush foliage on trees thins, revealing the 
city’s architecture. In Polotsk, which is the 
same age as Kiev and Novgorod, even the 
air is filled with history.

The capital of Polotsk Principality was 
a strategic city on the legendary route ‘from 
the Varangians to the Greeks’. Scandinavian 
sagas tell us of Polotsk’s troops, which trav-
elled to Constantinople, while ‘The Tale of 
Igor’s Campaign’ glorifies the bravery of 
Polotsk’s men and the wisdom of Prince 
Vseslav (nicknamed ‘the miracle-worker’).

touching the holy walls 
of st. sophia’s Cathedral

T he pearl of ancient Polotsk archi-
tecture is Saviour-Transfiguration 
Church, within the 12th century 
Monastery of St. Yevfrosiniya. 

It’s the oldest in Russia, founded almost 
nine centuries ago by Princess Predslava-
Yevfrosiniya Polotskaya  — a great grand-
daughter of Prince Vladimir. She’s revered 
both in Belarus and in Russia, and her rel-
ics rest in the church. Orthodox pilgrims 
visit continually.

The church walls feature unique fres-
coes depicting the saint. The symbol of 
spirituality for the Belarusian nation, Yev-
frosiniya Polotskaya’s Cross, disappeared 
during the war but, around fifty years after 
the Great Victory, was recreated by Brest 
jeweller Nikolay Kuzmich.

St. Sophia’s Cathedral is a shrine for 
Polotsk and a symbol of Belarus. There are 
three more Sophia cathedrals in the world: 
in Veliky Novgorod, Kiev and Istanbul. 
This one was built by Byzantine architects 
in the mid-11th century, and held the rich-
est library — including the famous ‘Polotsk 
Chronicle’, which disappeared without 
trace. You can take a tour of the crypt, 
where fragments of ancient walls remain, 
and enjoy organ music performed daily 
under the cathedral’s vaults.

 a  ttraCtivE routEs

FiVe reAsons  
to Visit polotsK 
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recalling heroes 
of old battles

 During the Great Patriotic War, 
Red Army soldiers held back 
the onslaught of superior en-
emy forces on the outskirts 

of the city for almost two weeks, from 
trenches and pillboxes. Some fortifica-
tions of this Stalin Line section have 
been restored.

The museum-apartment of Soviet Un-
ion Hero Zinaida Tusnolobova-Marchenko 
is also worth visiting, showing us the unique 
fate of the nurse who saved so many lives.

 a  ttraCtivE routEs

and keeps the largest Belarusian book: an 
ancient folio as tall as a person. You can 
visit the studio where books are copied 
and printed, in the style of Gutenberg.

Polotsk is also home to Belarus’ only 
children’s museum. Not all its exhibits are 
kept under glass, so that visitors can touch 
and play with them, learning the history 
of such objects as the samovar, postal 
stamps and cameras. Children love the 
huge installations, the gramophones, and 
the sets of old weights, which help them 
understand the meaning of such abstract 
concepts as time, sound, speed, volume 
and weight. Meanwhile, the collection of 
ancient toys is impressive in size...

By german Moskalenko

taking a selfie near 
the letter ‘ў’

T here’s no need to go to the mu-
seum: just visit the art gallery 
at the former Jesuit collegium. 
Apart from works by famous 

domestic masters, there are icons and 
interesting archaeological finds on show, 
revealing the secrets of the ancient city.

A walk through the city centre is 
enough to see that Polotsk is a living mu-
seum, with its monuments to Yevfrosini-
ya Polotskaya, Vseslav Charodey, Fran-
cysk Skaryna, Simeon Polotsky, Nikolay 
the Miracle-Worker and Krivichi (who 
founded the city and installed Polotsk’s 
streets). It’s especially fashionable to take 

a selfie near the world’s only monument 
to the letter ‘Ў’ (unique to the Belarusian 
language).

touching ancient toys

It’s impossible to visit all eleven 
museums of the National Polotsk 
Historical and Cultural Museum-
Reserve in a single day. If you have 

time for only one, make it the Museum 
of Belarusian Book Printing, which is 
housed in the restored building of the 
former Bratsk school. It has a unique 
Medieval atmosphere, as in the times of 
Francysk Skaryna and Simeon Polotsky, 
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Olympic dreams 
cOme true

T
he Olympics re-
cently finished 
in South Korean 
PyeongChang: 
the seventh Win-
ter Games for the 
Belarusian team, 
br ing ing  t wo 
gold and one sil-
ver medal. These 

are among the best results, drawn from 
two weeks of exciting competitions and 
dramatic events. There’s much for us to 
contemplate for the future.

biathlon triumph
On the eve of the 2018 Games, 

biathlon was receiving a lot of atten-
tion. At the last Olympics, in Sochi, 
Darya Domracheva claimed more 
gold medals than the entire team 
put together at previous Games! We 
didn’t see such results this time, but 
our biathletes still managed to create 
a story worthy of film adaptation or, 
at least, long discussions by fans.

Relay is the most unpredictable 
but prestigious programme for bia-
thlon competitions. A gold in the 
personal Olympic race confirms an 
athlete’s class while a victory in the 
team competition elevates the whole 
team to incredible peaks. Even top 
biathlon countries — such as Swe-
den, Finland and Norway — find it a 
challenge to collect four participants 
able to perform at the highest level. 
For this reason, Belarusian athletes 
failed to win an Olympic medal for a 
long time, lacking either accuracy in 
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marksmanship or the abil-
ity to ski fast enough. On 
the eve of PyeongChang, it 
was hard to say how the team 
would do, and the first starts 
in South Korea multiplied that 
doubt. In the personal competi-
tions, Darya Domracheva only 
managed to win one medal: silver 
in the mass start. Nadezhda Pisareva 
and Dinara Alimbekova both ended 
in fourth place.

Austrian coach Alfred Eder was 
faced with tough choices regarding 
the line-up but later remarked, “The 
replacement of Nadezhda Pisareva by 
Dinara Alimbekova was a difficult de-
cision. However, we won and it means 
we decided correctly.” Dinara is only 
22 years old, while Irina Krivko is 26. 
These girls are expected to take up the 
baton of Darya Domracheva and Na-
dezhda Skardino, who are unlikely to 
ski at the Olympics in Beijing. With this 
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On the eve of the 2018 Games, biathlon was 
receiving a lot of attention. At 2014 Olympics, 
in Sochi, Darya Domracheva claimed more 
gold medals than the entire team put 
together at previous Games! We didn’t see 
such results this time, but our biathletes 
still managed to create a story worthy  
of film adaptation or, at least,  
long discussions by fans

in mind, the success in PyeongChang is 
especially valuable. Due to these girls, 
Darya Domracheva gained the op-
portunity to finish with the flag in her 
hands. Irina’s performance was a spec-
tacular breakthrough. Perhaps she was 
just lucky at the shooting range: while 

the leaders were waiting for a gust of 
wind to stop, she managed to hit all 
targets and occupy third place. Only a 
mature and self-confident sportswom-
an could have decided to take such a 
risk and accurately hit all targets under 
those conditions.
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The Olympic relay proved 
to be a true transformation for 
Dinara Alimbekova. Until the 
Games, the sportswoman could 
hardly boast a successful sea-
son. Moreover,  her inac-
curate  shooting at  the 
World Cup in Oberhof 
resulted in the Be-
larusian women’s 
relay team be-
ing removed 
f r o m  t h e 
race, due 
to be-
i n g 

lapped, 
f o r  t h e 

f irst  t ime in 
h i s t o r y.  T h i s 

may have inspired 
Dinara to perform so 
well in South Korea. 
Dinara completed her 
laps before Darya took 
over,  just  s e venteen 
s e c o n d s  b e h i n d  t h e 
leader, making it pos-
sible for Domracheva to 
catch up.

Famous Russian coach 
Valery Lektorov was among 
Irina Krivko’s first coaches, 
and believes the victor y in 
PyeongChang will be the first of 
many for both girls. “Everything 
is ahead for Alimbekova; this is her 
trump card. As seen from the season, 
she’s gradually getting in shape. I’ve 
been following Dinara since she be-
gan in junior competitions. She was 
reliable, going the distance to per-
form her best. She was always fast 
and, even when young, stood out 
for her shooting and racing. Her 
technique is excellent. Olympic 
gold will enable her to believe 
in herself, leading to more suc-
cesses. The same is true for Irina 
Krivko.”

sparkling freestyle
Belarusian freestylers 

captured their f irst award 
twenty years ago: in Nagano, 

Dmitry Dashchinsky was placed 
th ird ,  w hi le  biath le te  Alexe y 
Aidarov also won an award. Bia-
thlon is  the second most  suc-
cessful winter sport in Belarus; 

since then, it has experienced 
numerous ups and downs, 
taking twelve years to re-
ceive new Olympic medals. 

However, freestylers have 
never returned from the 
Games without medals. 
After winning silver in 
Torino, Dmitry Dash-
chinsky is now train-
ing the national team, 
and a new generation 
of athletes is claiming 
medals.

On the day when 
D ashchinsky  won 
the f irst  Olympic 
medal for ski ac-
ro b at i c s ,  A n n a 
G u s k o v a  w a s 
only 5 years old; 
she could hard-
ly imagine that 
she’d continue 
t h e  g l o r i o u s 

traditions 

of Belaru-
sian freestyle, but took 

gold in PyeongChang. It’s 
hard to believe that she came 

to ski acrobatics largely by ‘ac-
cident’. She was attending a paid 

health group at the Minsk Institute 
of Physical Culture when a friend of 
Mr. Dashchinsky noticed her. The 
father and coach of the first Bela-
rusian medallist invited the future 
Olympic champion to join his train-
ing group. Yuri Kupratsevich has 
worked with Anna since the begin-
ning and he recollects those times 
with obvious emotion. “I had a very 
good, strong team. All the children 
were of the same level. For exam-
ple, Mikhail Kurlovich was training 
there (he now assists Nikolay Koze-
ko with the national team). Dmitry 
Glushakov and Vitaly Martsinkevich 
also work as coaches. What can I tell 
you about Anna? She was kind and 
gentle. Sasha Romanovskaya is the 
same. They’re very good girls, dili-
gently fulfilling everything required 
in training.”

Ms.  Romanovskaya  fai led  to 
claim a PyeongChang medal, de-
spite the complexity of her jumps. 
So far,  this season, she has won 
World Cup rounds but managed to 
fall and injure herself in South Ko-
rea. Truly, freestyle is unpredictable. 
Mr. Kupratsevich asserts that she’ll 
try again in four years’ time, in Ol-
ympic Beijing, adding that Sasha is 
disappointed, but probably less so 
than Anton Kushnir.

The lead-
e r  o f  t h e 
Belarusian 
team gave a 

shining per-
formance at the Olympic 

Games, and was in high spirits, as 
is fitting for a sportsman with cham-
pion status. His age is such that An-
ton may not have the chance to at-
tend another Olympics, so he gave 

the Games his full concentration. 
As one of the most experienced ath-

letes on the Belarusian team, his jumps 
are exemplary. During the qualifica-
tion round, his take offs and landings 
were so brilliant that no one doubted 
his victory. However, the judges’ harsh 
marking resulted in him losing out on 
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a place in the finals, shocking even his 
opponents. A scandal broke out and 
Alexander Lukashenko intervened, 
sending an official letter to the Head of 
the IOC, Thomas Bach. Serious chang-
es are needed regarding the judging 
process, as has been hotly debated, but 
Mr. Kushnir’s chance of a medal is al-
ready gone. 

Stanislav Gladchenko was the 
only Belarusian sportsman to reach 
the men’s finals; sadly, his attempt 
at an incredibly difficult, final jump, 
which he’d only attempted a couple 
of times previously on snow, failed to 
succeed. While Anton demonstrated 
nothing but courage and psychologi-
cal stability, Stanislav and Alexandra 
Romanovskaya need to polish their 
programmes.  Meanwhi le ,  Anna 
Guskova is accepting deserved con-
gratulations. Mr. Kupratsevich has 
no doubt that his trainees are down-
to-earth and hardworking. Anna has 
a tattoo on her shoulder, stating Pro-
vehito in Altum (Strive Upward).

“She was fearless,” says Mr. Kuprat-
sevich, speaking of her early years in 
training, as a child. “She’d climb on a 
trampoline or jump from the Swedish 
wall without permission. Of course, 

I always discouraged such initiatives 
and, over time, Anna has become 
more cautious. There was no need to 
coax her into making her first jump. 
I remember, when she was about 12, 
we went to Ukraine’s Nikolaev, which 
had a springboard for water jumping 
(now destroyed). She ‘jumped into 
the air’ for the first time. I remember, 
she went up, stood for a while, con-
centrated and then skied. Many chil-
dren of this age need to be persuaded 
for a long time before daring to act. 

Sooner or later, I knew she’d reach the 
top. Believe me, she’s capable of stay-
ing there for a long time.”

prospects in skating
As regards other sports in which 

Belarusians were represented at the 
PyeongChang Games, our skaters 
did best. At last year’s World Cup, 
Vitaly Mikhailov and Marina Zueva 
came close to winning a mass start 
medal. In South Korea, the disci-
pline was making a debut in the Ol-
ympic programme, so results were 
understandably unpredictable. Ms. 
Zueva took part in her favourite, 
3,000m distance but failed to win any 
medal, due to her opponents’ speed. 
Even Marina’s surpassing of her per-
sonal record wasn’t enough to earn 
her above sixth place. However, Ms. 
Zueva is quite young and just taking 
part in the Olympics is notable.

After returning home, the head 
coach of the national team, Sergey 
Minin, spoke of the need to develop 
athletes’ capabilities. Skating is pro-
gressing in Belarus, with the con-
struction of Minsk-Arena triggering 
an inflow of children into the sport. 
The first effects of this wave were 
experienced in PyeongChang but 
we hope that, in Beijing, Belarusians 
will see more notable success.

By Dmitry komashko 
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Once again,  
On the theme  
Of lOve

 p  rEmiErE

If you love the theatre with all your soul, as great reformer 
Konstantin Stanislavsky said, I can advise you to visit ‘Elza’s Land’ 
(based on Yaroslava Pulinovich’s play) staged at Minsk’s Yanka 
Kupala National Academic Theatre, by director Yelena Ganum

Elza, played by Zinaida Zubkova, and Vladimir Rogovtsov in the role of Vasily: a scene from performance M
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 T
he 90-minute 
p e r for m an c e 
on the Cham-
b e r  St age  of 
the theatre has 
no interval. In-
tensely moving, 
and full of deep 
meaning, it in-
spires the most 

intimate of responses. In its examina-
tion of the relations between the main 
characters, it reminds me of rumina-
tions by Vasily Rozanov — one of the 
Russian philosophers mostly esteemed 
by me. Returning home, I took out a 
volume by the respected Russian phi-
losopher: ‘Religion. Philosophy. Cul-
ture’. I will try to use some of its meta-
phorical expressions as some kind of 
‘tuning fork’ in my contemplations 
about the performance.

‘We are born to love. If we are 
not full of love, we are restless in 
the world. If we are not full of love, 
we are punished after death… More 
love; more love, give love. I’m chok-
ing in the cold. It’s so tremendously 
cold everywhere...’

It’s even difficult to imagine that 
some characters would be thinking 
about anything of this kind under the 
conditions they find themselves. The 
play is set in contemporary times, in 
the real-life Belarusian village of Za-
vyazie (in the Vitebsk Region). Di-
rector Yelena Ganum has moved the 
events from the Siberian village of the 
original play, but applies the same nar-
row-minded attitude, where residents 
are consumed by their own banal rou-
tines and concerns, without time for 
lofty philosophies. The villagers sort 
potatoes, carry heavy bags, work in 
the garden and raise children.

Amidst this life, a gentle sprout 
of love is growing, but not among the 
young, as in ‘Romeo and Juliet’. We see 
a touching story of love between two 
elderly people, born amidst rudeness, 
insensitivity and mental deafness. As 

He and She meet on the village street, 
at the start of the play, there is an 
internal whisper of warmth and joy. 
From their first conversation, we see 
this, despite their slight embarrass-
ment. In their unwinding, we hear the 
gentle whisper of Life.

The roles are performed brilliant-
ly by People’s Artiste of Belarus Zina-
ida Zubkova and Honoured Artiste of 
Belarus Vladimir Rogovtsov. On the 
whisper which permeates the play, 
we hear the message that we must 
not suffocate Love. Zavyazie is like a 
predatory creature, crouched before 
jumping. A silent scream grows in 
intensity as the play progresses, au-
dible only to those willing to listen.

I’m sure that this was Ms. Ga-
num’s aim. ‘Elza’s Land’ is a love story, 
skilfully and touchingly performed 
by the talented actors of the Yanka 
Kupala National Academic Drama 
Theatre, including People’s Artiste 
of Belarus Nikolay Kirichenko and 
Honoured Artiste of Belarus Natalia 
Kochetkova (who play major charac-
ters in the second team).

It’s a story of love between ethnic 
German Elza, who has lived in Za-
vyazie all her life in a loveless mar-
riage, and urbanite retired teacher 
Vasily, who has bought a summer 
house in Zavyazie. They live in the 
village, as many do, and occupy an 
unhappy partnership, as many do. 
However, Elza’s heart is awoken by 
another, long past the time when we 
imagine the heart looks for love. Of 
course, these days, there are many 
such cases, when love is found in the 
autumn of life. 

What is unusual is the director’s 
decision, in best literary tradition, 
to distribute the forces of ‘good’ and 
‘evil’ into the characters’ souls: some 
create love, while others destroy it. 
We cannot help but empathise with 
the villagers who are compassionate 
and friendly while being horrified at 
the brutal intolerance of those who 
are envious and selfish. And yet, we 
also feel for Vasily’s daughter-in-law, 

This is a touching 
story of love between 
two elderly people, 
born amidst rudeness, 
insensitivity and 
mental deafness.  
As He and She meet 
on the village street, 
at the start of the play, 
there is an internal 
whisper of warmth 
and joy. In their 
unwinding,  
we hear the gentle 
whisper of Life
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Izabella (played brilliantly by Yevgen-
ia Kulbachnaya) and Elza’s daughter 
Olga (played by Marina Gordienok). 
Both endow their characters with 
satirical colour, and a touch of the 
grotesque, being fiercely resistance 
to accepting the elderly protagonists’ 
newfound love. In their selfishness, 
they openly lie, but we see that their 
own misery is responsible for 
their terrible behaviour. Olga 
is filled with loneliness, while 
Izabella is cynical and loutish, 
distrusting of others, and al-
ways thinking the worst. Mean-
while, the elderly lovers plan to 
sell their homes, marry and go 
traveling. 

‘Love means ‘I cannot live 
without you’, ‘I find it hard with-
out you’, ‘It’s boring everywhere 
without you’… Love is not fire. 
Love is air. No breathing is pos-
sible without it. To have Love is 
to breathe easily…’

I almost felt the audience 
holding its breath when Elza 
and Vasily spoke, first with shy-
ness and then with great spir-
itual strength and unwavering 
confidence. They begin to real-

ise that they deserve happiness and 
should take the opportunity offered 
to them. Both Zubkova and Rogovts-
ov are convincing in their longing 
for one another, making us believe 
that they can override their past and 
present, to create a joint future, with 
dreams of growing roses and seeing 
the world.

They meet in the evening to drink 
tea and talk about life. Elza is tender 
and romantic in her new pink dress 
and hat, with matching shoes. She 
is slender, like a girl from Vasily’s 
youth, whom his father forbade him 
to marry. In turn, Elza — whose mar-
riage brought her neither true love 
nor womanly happiness — discovers 
that love has eventually come to her.

Ms. Ganum’s performance does 
not rely on stereotypes, such as we 
are used to in plays about rural life. 
She is stylish, thanks to costuming 
by Yekaterina Shimanovich, and the 
action appears modern, thanks to 
Sergey Ashukha’s set design (both 
studied under well-known Boris 
Gerlovan). We see a modern inter-
pretation of rural life, though village 
attributes are also present. There are 
quilted jackets, rough hessian fab-
rics and shoes worn with protectors. 
There’s even home-wine-making, 
with the fingers of a rubber glove in-
flating over the neck of a bottle, ex-
panding with the fermenting gases, 
as a metaphor, perhaps, for the way 
love expands our heart.

Meanwhile, the acting space 
is divided by simple boards, as 
can be stepped over. The set is 
a metaphor for the residents’ 
souls, each enclosed in a cell 
of habit and empty routines. 
There’s a village shop, the street 
and a vegetable storehouse, 
where a group of women sort 
potatoes.  In the left  corner, 
Vasily’s house is situated, with 
two staircases leading to attics 
(or to the sky) from his court-
yard. It might seem strange that 
there are two, but all is later ex-
plained. There’s even a tiny gar-
den, for future roses. Dreams 
nudge against the prose of a 
grey life. 

‘… Ne v e r  take  aw ay  the 
wings of love: it is always fly-
ing. It is always an angel. This 
refers to us all’

Participants of the choir

olga — Elza’s 
daughter — 
played  
by Marina 
Gordienok
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On leaving Vasily’s courtyard, we 
see 30-year-old Marina’s shop, filled 
with containers. She is among the 
few who don’t condemn Elza’s love. 
Bodaciously performed by Victoria 
Chavlytko (who sings a marvellous 
song in French), her role emphasises 
the theme of ruthless female loneli-
ness. We see this sadness flashing in 
the eyes of character Zinaida, played 
by Tamara Mironova, recalling her 
youth and first love, and this hap-
pens again when Zinaida comforts 
Elza. Zinaida has long accepted her 
fate, as have other Zavyazie villag-
ers, who drink, sing in a choir, and 
gossip, to distract themselves. Their 
costumes, with hats like stylised 
black beaks, indicate their nature, 
poking their noses into the earth 
around them, hardened by their lost 
ability to love.

‘Defend your love with nails and 
teeth… Defend it against the mind… 
Be strong in love and God will bless 
you. Love is the root of life, while 
God is life itself…’

This idea is at the heart of the 
play, showing us that the human soul 
is free to soar, above stereotypes and 
routines, rules and decorum. The 
souls of Elza’s friends and neigh-
bours have been trapped, as has Elza 
herself, but the staircase (leading to 
Vasily’s attic) symbolises our chance 
to escape, into a life of love.

Our leading protagonists don’t 
resign themselves to routines, rather 
seeking out light amidst the banality 
of everyday life. By the playwright’s 
will, we fail to see them realise their 
dream of marriage and joint travel, 
but the final scene is uplifting. Elza 
stands in the spotlight, unbroken, 
despite narrow-minded gossip, her 
daughter’s efforts, and those of Vasi-
ly’s relatives. Like love itself, she is 
ready for new journeys, while Vasily 
— with a backpack — is ready to give 
her the lands of which he told his pu-
pils during geography lessons.

The play was translated into Bela-
rusian by Olga Babkova and the musi-
cal arrangement was overseen by com-
poser Victor Kisten and vocal teacher 
Lyusine Nalbandyan. Marina Filatova 
worked on movement and choreogra-
phy. We express our respect to the ac-
tors unmentioned, as well as to all who 
helped bring the show to the stage.

‘Elza’s Land’ is drawing good audi-
ences. Written by Yaroslava Pulinovi-
ch, who studied under Nikolay Koly-
ada from Yekaterinburg (whose plays 
are admired worldwide), the play is 
receiving its first staging in Belarus. 
According to Ms. Ganum (Nikolay 
Pinigin’s pupil), ‘the personality of its 
author and her talent’ influenced the 
choice in favour of this drama. As we 
know, like calls to like.

The director calls the play’s theme 
that of ‘life’. On the eve of the premiere, 
she promised that audiences would 
both laugh and cry, and I can confirm 
that it’s true. ‘Elza’s Land’ is uplifting, 
showing us that we can bring change 
into our lives, if we believe, and re-
member how precious life is when 
filled with love.

By Valentina Zhdanovich

Elza’s Land’ is 
drawing good 
audiences; it was 
written by Yaroslava 
Pulinovich, who 
studied under famous 
Nikolay Kolyada 
from Yekaterinburg 
(whose plays are 
admired worldwide). 
According  
to director Yelena 
Ganum, ‘the 
personality of its 
author and her 
talent’ primarily 
influenced the choice 
in favour of this 
drama. As we know, 
like calls to like

love, for Elza, brings not only joyful moments
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panorama
among two 
thouSand  
rivalS

The short feature film by Belarusian 
film director and script writer, Nella 
Vasilevskaya, ‘My Brother’, received 
the ‘Best Foreign Film’ Award at the 
2nd Chinese International Short Film 
Contest Golden Kite

The event took place in Weifang in 
the Shandong Province. The con-

test was arranged by the organising 
committee of the Asian Short Film 
Festival. It saw over 2,000 films from 
Belarus, China, Bulgaria, Colom-
bia, Cuba, Spain, the USA, Uruguay, 
France and other countries, compete 
for victory in 19 categories, includ-
ing ‘Best Screenplay’, ‘Best Director’, 
and ‘Best Film’.

‘My Brother’, a short film by the 
young Belarusian director Nella Va-
silevskaya, is about the relationship 
between two cousins. The father 
takes his son to his sister’s village, 
where he gets to know his cousin. 
The summer becomes a difficult test 
for both of them, linked with love and 
jealousy.



both reading 
and liStening

Belarus Publishing House has 
released two unique photo albums 
— ‘Minsk. Heritage of the Old City’ 
and ‘Heritage of Belarus’ Culture’. 
These are the first steps by the print-
ers in mastering digital technologies. 
Now it’s possible to turn over the 
pages of the books while also seeing 
separate images on the screen (using 
a contemporary smartphone).

The Director of Belarus Publishing 
House, Sergey Peshin, believes 

that the future belongs to multi-me-
dia and explains, “Some photo albums 

 contain QR-codes which can be used 
to receive additional information via 
the Internet. It’s very convenient for 
both readers and publishers. We’d like 
to expand this practice, as this will ena-
ble us to reduce the volume of the book 
and, accordingly, its cost. Another step 
in this direction is the release of Yelena 
Shatko’s ‘Bell-Ringing  — the Soul of 
the Nation’. It contains the history and 
theory of this type of art, as well as mu-
sic. It’s not an entirely new idea: several 
decades ago, books with CDs began to 
be released. However, Belarus Pub-
lishing House decided against using 
outdated electronic methods, creating 
a separate website which ‘voices’ the 
new edition.”

each coin  
iS a real 
treaSure

The numismatic collection 
of the National History 
Museum has recently been 
replenished with a set of 
commemorative coins from 
the ‘Skaryna’s Path’ series  
— one of the most significant 
acquisitions of the last year. 
These coins are devoted to 
the 500th anniversary of 
Belarusian book printing 
and were put into circula-
tion by the National Bank over 
the last three years.

The coins feature six 
cities: Polotsk, Kra-

kow,  Pa du a ,  Ve n i c e , 
Prague and Vilnius; all of 
them played a major role 
in Skaryna’s life and work, 
relating to his translation 
and printing of the Bible. 
The coins depict not only 
ancient drawings of these 
settlements, but also rel-
evant signs and symbols. 

 For example, the famous Town Hall 
clock is featured on the Prague coin; 
it is a true symbol of the city and 

represents the highest point 
of Skaryna’s creative forc-
es. To make the dial discs 
with the set astronomical 
time, the position of the 
Sun and Moon phases on 

August 6th, 1517 (the day 
when Skaryna’s first book 
was published), the design-

ers asked professional as-
tronomers for help.

In addition, the coins 
show the ‘Book of Books’ 

in Skaryna’s creative and 
textual interpretation: the 

beauty of the fonts, a variety 
of prints and sophisticated 
décor are depicted. In-
credibly, all these are put 
onto a tiny coin. This is 
real jewellers’ work!

As the museum staff 
note, these jubilee series coins 

were minted at the Lithua-
nian Mint by top profes-
sionals. The oxidation 
technology they used is 
virtually handmade  — 

making each coin unique.
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a i n t s  o f 

the Undivided Church’ is an icon-paint-
ing project unique in geographical 
scope, hosted by the National Art Mu-
seum of Belarus. Displaying over a hun-
dred icons painted in Belarus, Russia, 
Ukraine, the UK, Germany, Greece, It-
aly, Spain, Latvia, Lithuania, Serbia, Fin-
land and France, the exhibition features 
works by well-known iconographers, 
such as Archimandrite Zinon (Theod-
ore), Alexander Chashkin, Alexander 
Kornoukhov, Oleg Shurkus (Russia), 
Todor Mitrović (Serbia), George Kordis 
(Greece), and Victor Dovnar and Anton 
Daineko (Belarus). Many women are 
among those showcased.

Exhibition of works 
of contemporary 
Christian art, 
dedicated to 
ancient relics 
— venerated both 
in the West and 
East — leaves a 
significant imprint 
at National Art 
Museum of Belarus 

christian 
fOundatiOn 
Of eurOpean 
culture

 E  xhibition
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 E  xhibition

T h e  pro j e c t  i n  M i n s k 
launched in early 2016, following 
a meeting by Pope Francis with 
the Patriarch of Moscow and All 
Russia, Kirill, in Havana.

The solemn opening of the 
exhibition saw archpriest Fiodor 
Povny, the abbot of All Saints’ 
parish in Minsk, deliver a mov-
ing speech. He announced, “We 
wish to remind the community of 
those who believe in Jesus Christ 
that territorial and time frames are 
of no matter. We divide Christian-
ity into western and eastern, but 
this moves us away from the first 
centuries of Christianity, creating 
cooling and even opposition.”

Referring to the time before the 
Great Schism of 1054 (the formal 
separation of the Churches of the 
East and West), he added, “The first mil-
lennium was the time of the undivided 
church. Iconography in Europe grew to 
take centre stage in Christian life, with 
icon painters returning lost images of 
ancient saints, enabling us to come clos-
er to our Faith and enter into dialogue.”

Fiodor Povny compared the exhi-
bition with grain which, sprouting, fa-
cilitates the rapprochement of nations, 
their spiritual enrichment and growth, 
while strengthening peace on Earth.

Each work is a miniature drama from 
the distant past, interpreted and retold 

by our contemporaries; there-
fore, comparisons are appropri-
ate. For example, we might com-
pare Brendan the Navigator and 
Fiodor Konyukhov, or Bede the 
Venerable and Francysk Skaryna. 
Symbolically, we see the meeting 
of churches, with hope for shared 
understanding, in the icon show-
ing a salutatory kiss between St. 
Peter and St. Paul (the West most 
venerates Apostle Peter while the 
East gives that honour to Apos-
tle Paul). Christ is the foundation 
upon which western and eastern 
believers build their Faith, served 
by art and culture.

The ceremony was also at-
tended by archbishop Yuri Ko-
sobutsky, alongside a deputy of 
the National Assembly of the Re-

public of Belarus, historian Igor Mar-
zalyuk, and the Head of the Ancient 
Russian Art Department at the State 
Tretyakov Gallery, Natalia Sheredega. 
They noted that dialogue between east-
ern and western Christians has never 
ceased, but that the ‘Saints of the Undi-
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vided Church’ project should aid cohe-
sion. Meanwhile, the Director General 
of the National Art Museum of Bela-
rus, Vladimir Prokoptsov, read greet-
ings from priests and figures of culture, 
congratulating the museum on the 
opening of the exhibition.

The event highlights under-re-
ported history from Western Europe 
through the first millennium, while 
introducing various artistic schools, 
trends and styles in contemporary 
iconography. The history of Europe 
is presented as a history of holiness: 
from the apostles and Christian mar-
tyrs of the 2nd century to the faith-
ful rulers of the 10th-11th centuries, 
embracing the dramatic period of 
the formation of the Church across 
regions and countries, from Sicily to 
Ireland and Scandinavia.

Very few ancient icons showing 
western saints have survived, so mod-
ern icon painters have faced the chal-
lenge of creating new iconography, 
interpreting images within the icono-
graphic canon, using a 21st century 
point of view to present the saints.

The exhibition features works in 
traditional techniques, such as egg 
tempera, encaustic, mosaic, wood 
carving, ceramics and prints: created 
specifically for the ‘Saints of the Un-

divided Church’ exhibition. The vast 
majority are being exhibited for the 
first time.

The organisers of the international 
project, which begins in the capital of 

Belarus, are keen to draw the atten-
tion of Christian communities from 
the East and West towards images 
of saints from the first millennium. 
The exhibition provides joint evi-
dence, from Orthodox and Catholic 
believers, of the Christian roots of 
modern Europe, while demonstrat-
ing contemporary Christian culture 
and developing cultural exchange 
between Christian communities of 
European states.

The exhibition is astonishing in 
its radiance, as many of those who 
visited the opening commented. The 
icons depict men of faith who lived 
on European lands, missionaries and 
pastors, as well as kings and ordinary 
warriors, scientists and monarchs, 
and people of various social strata. 
This is the Christian foundation of 
European culture.

By Veniamin Mikheev

 E  xhibition
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Nikolay Isaenok’s personal exhibition, hosted by National Art Museum

 C  rEativity

Pictures by Minsk painters — Maria and Nikolay Isaenok — inspire 
interest, as almost each of them bring unique author’s imprint     

talent tO 
illustrate One’s 
Own thOughts

T
he couple now 
live in a well-
built cottage, in 
the countryside, 
surrounded by 
forest and tran-
quillity. Natu-
rally, this cre-
ates a wonderful 
working atmos-

phere. However, as Nikolay notes, much 
depends on the mood. Every summer, 
he visits his village home, from where 
he gains great artistic inspiration: a 
series of still-life works are the result, 
although he mostly draws bright land-
scapes. It is Maria who usually focuses 
on still-life paintings.

Maria and Nikolay are opposites 
in nature: she is light-hearted, with an 

ironic sense of humour while her hus-
band is more serious, purposeful and 
hot-headed. Maria internalises her re-
sponses, while Nikolay is more open.

Visiting their cottage, I was much 
impressed by how different they dem-
onstrate their pieces: Maria loves all 
her works, which show images of fruit, 
vases, a view from the window, a sitting 
girl, a room with a round sofa and a ta-
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Facts from Nikolay Isaenok’s  
biography:

Nikolay was born on March 21st, 
1947, in the village of Chernevichi 
(Borisov District in the Minsk Re-
gion). He studied at Borisov’s art stu-
dio and, then, at Minsk’s Art College. 
Since 1981, he has been a member of 
the Belarusian Union of Artists and is 
listed by the Cambridge Biographical 
Centre. He has taken part in exhibi-
tions since 1975 and his pictures are 
kept at the National Art Museum of 
Belarus, Minsk’s Modern Fine Arts 
Museum, Mogilev’s Regional P.V. 
Maslenikov Art Museum, the State 
Tretyakov Gallery (Moscow, Russia), 
museums across the CIS, the Ludwig 
Museum (Cologne, Germany), the Vil-
lanova University Art Gallery (Penn-
sylvania, the USA), the Belarusian 
Union of Artists, the Russian Union 
of Artists, the National Leipzig Bank 
(Germany) and private collections in 
the UK, Belarus, Germany, the USA, 
Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 
Poland, France and Russia.



 C  rEativity

ble. Each is permeated with her breath, 
attitude and tenderness. She brings out 
so many pictures that the room is soon 
filled with colour. Nikolay is more pre-
cise, taking out one at a time to show 
me, and placing them precisely about 
the room, so that each landscape can be 
viewed independently, with its unique 
motifs, colours and mood. Where 
Nikolay becomes involved in conver-
sation, he brings out more works like 
a magician, as if trying to illustrate his 
thoughts. However, some time later, he 
hides them away again.

It’s always difficult to explain the 
feelings aroused by these two artists’ 
paintings, since each has its own se-
crets and it’s not easy to distinguish 
their energy. To do so, we need to 
transport ourselves to another reality, 
entering fully into each canvas.

55Беларусь. BelaruS
2018



Nikolay dominates in the genre of 
landscape painting while Maria prefers 
portraits and genre pictures. She is ful-
ly submerged with her surroundings, 
aiming to express her ideas openly and 
vividly, while Nikolay is more conserv-
ative but no less interesting in the sty-
listic peculiarities of his works.

Landscape painting is a unique 
genre in which artists have always 
demonstrated their love of nature and 
have often taken lengths to avoid the 
inclusion of human influence, cher-
ishing the purity of man’s relation-
ship with the wild. Mr. Isaenok is no 
exception, admiring the 
beauty of Mother Earth 
and aiming to reveal her 
secrets as a means to 
understanding human-
ity. Landscapes show us 
the eternal movement of 
nature and space, excit-
ing our imagination by 
bringing close the never-
ending cycle of life. Kind-
ness, idealism, beauty 
and love may seem banal 
but Nikolay speaks of 
these with dignity and 
deep feeling. He adheres 
to the traditions of real-
ism, combined with his 

 C  rEativity

Facts from Maria Isaenok’s biography:

Maria was born on October 25th, 1949, in the village of Kiseli 
(Gorodok District in the Vitebsk Region). She studied at Vitebsk’s 
art studio and, then, at Minsk’s Art College. Mrs. Isaenok taught 
drawing and draftsmanship at Dolgopolie boarding school, while 
working as a set designer for Belarusfilm Studio and as a graphic 
artist for some other state establishments. Since 1986, she has 
been a member of the Belarusian Union of Artists and is listed 
by the Cambridge Biographical Centre. She has taken part in 
exhibitions since 1976 and her pictures are kept at the National 
Art Museum of Belarus, Minsk’s Modern Fine Arts Museum, 
Vitebsk’s Regional Art Museum, the Belarusian Union of Artists, 
the Russian Union of Artists and private collections in the UK, 
Belarus, Germany, the USA, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, the Nether-
lands, Poland and Russia.



Maria and Nikolay

own, individual stance, which adds 
poetry and emotion

Maria Isaenok is a more delicate 
artist, whose drawings distinguish 
shades and half-shades, colour tones 
and tricks of the light. She admires the 
world in all its features: sweet field flow-
ers, a sparkling autumn road through 
a quiet forest, a girl sitting calmly by 
the window and the freshness of pure 
air. She finds her own melody, so that 
all her compositions are unique. Her 
delicate shades and tones are full of 
romanticism and sentimentality, dis-
closing refined feelings, borne of noble 

yet unsophisticated plots.
I want to reflect my 

impressions of the creativ-
ity of these two painters: to 
look at how they capture 
the moment and their view 
of the world. Landscapes, 
like all art, have their 
mysteries. It’s impossible 
to identify their energy, 
except perhaps to see that 
they take you into another 
reality, perhaps one far 
from our own. When you 
look at Maria and Nikolay 
Isaenok’s pictures, you 
make vital discoveries.

By mikhail Veremeev

Maria and Nikolay  
are opposites in nature: 
she is light-hearted, 
with an ironic sense  
of humour while her 
husband is more 
serious, purposeful  
and hot-headed.  
Maria internalises  
her responses, while 
Nikolay is more open

’Flowers’ by Maria Isaenok (1978)
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‘Bouquet’ by Maria Isaenok (2012)


