
PUBLISHED SINCE FEBRUARY 2003          NO. 8 (774)          THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019           WWW.SB.BY

Dozens of galleries 
are compiled in  
one amazing 
volume 92Problems in Belarus-

EU relations are not  
of a serious nature  
and can be solved

Farewell for the future
Last week, the main winter sports complex in the country experienced a pilgrimage effect: 
thousands of spectators, delighted by the gentle spring sun and the arrival of the stars of world 

biathlon for the Legends Race, filled the picturesque local area.  
Darya Domracheva and Nadezhda Skardino were the main characters  
at the event as the Legends Race was their farewell to sport.

Four-time Olympic champion Darya Domracheva and Olympic champion Nadezhda Skardino
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The Head of State noted that the two 
parties had recently made considerable 
progress in promoting their relations, 
including co-operation in the trade-eco-
nomic area, “You know our goal — 
we’re aiming to diversify our foreign 
trade. We would like our trade with the 
European Union to account for some 
30-35 percent of the total (with Russia 
and the rest of the world accounting for 
30 percent each). Such diversification 
will make us feel more comfortable in 
the manufacturing industry and trade in 
goods, because our country is export-ori-
ented, as you know.”

Alexander Lukashenko noted that 
Belarus consumes only half of domestic 
output, with the rest being sold abroad. 
“This means that foreign trade plays an 
important role, in particular in the budg-
eting process and the inflow of curren-
cy,” he added.

In general. Mr. Lukashenko believes 
that Belarus will always be a reliable 

partner for the European Union and 
hopes that this approach in the bilateral 
relations will be reciprocal, “I want to 
assure you that Belarus always pursues 
a balanced and well-considered policy 
in relations with its neighbours. We 
believe that neighbours are given to us 
by God, we do not choose them. We’ll 
always be a reliable partner for the Eu-
ropean Union, and you should not be 
concerned about the distance (almost 
1,500km).”

The President remarked that relations 
between Belarus and the European Union 
across the board rely on certain principles 
and are developing in certain directions. 
“We adopt certain programmes and im-
plement certain projects to promote the 
development of these aims. The financ-
ing of such projects by the European 
Union has increased significantly in re-
cent times. Of course, they are mutually 
beneficial. Let’s move in this direction,” 
he suggested.

In turn, Günther Oettinger noted that 
it was a pleasure for him to visit Belarus. 
“I recall my visit to Belarus five years 
ago when I took part in a big conference 
under the aegis of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union. However, my first memories of 
Belarus go back to the 1960s when my 
mother made me take piano lessons with 
a Belarusian teacher. I would have been 
happy to play football, but I had to play 
the piano,” he said.

In the near future, Belarus and the 
European Union will establish a work-
ing party on new mutually beneficial 

projects, Günther Oettinger told jour-
nalists after his meeting with Alexander 
Lukashenko.

The European Commissioner ex-
plained that the EU is now drafting its 
budget for almost ten years ahead and this 
provides for financing Eastern Partner-
ship projects. Some of these projects are 
to be implemented in Belarus. “We have 
the opportunity and we deem it necessary 
to increase financing for these projects,” 
noted Mr. Oettinger. “We agreed to set 
up a working group with experts from 
Belarus and the European Commission 
in Brussels to discuss specific avenues of 
interaction and future programmes.”

One of these co-operation avenues 
is improving transport infrastructure. 
“Belarus has a long border with the EU 
member states; it’s a very important tran-
sit country when it comes to transit flows 
between the EU and Russia. Therefore, 
this issue — the expansion and devel-
opment of the cross-border transport 
network — will play an important role,” 
said the European Commissioner.

This year marks 10 years since the 
launch of the European Union’s East-
ern Partnership initiative which, among 
other things, also aims to build relations 
with Belarus. “Now we’re mulling over 
our co-operation priorities, as well as a 
series of pragmatic, result-oriented pro-
jects that will benefit both sides. First, it 
pertains to the economic sector,” noted 
Mr. Oettinger.

In total, the European Commissioner 
asserted that in recent years, Belarus and 
the European Union have made consider-
able progress in improving their relations 
and normalising bilateral dialogue. He is 
convinced that both sides are interested 
in continuing this tendency.

Moreover, Günther Oettinger wel-
comed Belarus’ efforts to help resolve 
the conflict in Ukraine. “The position 
of Belarus and its President looks very 
convincing from the point of view of sta-
bility and safety in the region and the as-
piration of the country to be a guarantor 
of peace in the region,” he emphasised. 

FO
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S The EU is the second 

most important market 
for Belarusian goods, ac-
counting for more than 
30 percent of total export 
supplies of Belarus in 2018. 
Last year, the trade turno-
ver between the two sides 
totalled $17.3bn — 20 per-
cent up compared to 2017.

I N S E R T

Prospect looks favourable
Problems in Belarus-EU relations are not of a serious nature and can be solved, 
noted the President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, as he met the European 

Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources, Günther Oettinger

By Alexey Fedosov

Mr. Makei noted that 2018 was both 
intense and productive for Belarus. Un-
der difficult external conditions, the 
country preserved its course to assure its 
sovereignty and pursue an independent, 
balanced and multi-vector policy aimed 
at developing integration processes on 
the Eurasian continent, diversifying ex-
ternal trade and strengthening security 
on a regional and global scale.

The Minister noted that, as global 
security is being increasingly threat-
ened, Belarus’ partners, including those 

in the west, have come to realise the 
relevance and importance of Belarus’ 
initiative to launch a new inclusive 
dialogue similar to the Helsinki Pro-
cess. “In 2019, we need to expand the 
critical mass of those who support this 
idea, while consistently lobbying polit-
ical elites, public structures and expert 
communities,” added the Head of the 
Foreign Political Department.

The session also concluded that, 
by clearly fulfilling its commitments 
as part of the strategic partnership 
with the Russian Federation, Belarus 
continues to reinforce the tendency to-

wards normalisation of relations on the 
Euro-Atlantic vector. According to Mr. 
Makei, political dialogue and collabo-
ration with the CIS states, the countries 
of Asia, the Middle East, Africa and 
Latin America is actively developing. 
Moreover, Belarus is primarily aimed 
at diversification of foreign economic 

activity. “In general, foreign economic 
tasks set by the Head of State remain 
unchanged: enhancement of the effi-
ciency of foreign economic activity, 
preservation of traditional markets, 
conquering new markets and attracting 
serious investors to the country,” said 
the Minister.

Priorities are clearly determined
Further enhancement of the country’s role 
in regional and world policy remains the 
major political task of the Foreign Ministry, 
notes Belarus’ Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Makei at an extended session of the board 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus

At the Foreign Ministry’s extended session
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Belarus has its own interests  
which should be respected
By Vladimir Mikhailov

Alexander Lukashenko 
visits the Military Academy 
on the eve of Fatherland 
Defenders’ Day, celebrated 
on February 23rd

In the Military Academy, 
the Head of State was informed 
about the structure, tasks and 
system of preparation of military 
personnel. He also visited the ex-
hibition hall of military history, 
attended lessons and got to know 
the structure and projects of the 
information technology unit. At 
present, the Military Academy 
is among the country’s largest 
universities, ensuring higher 
education, preparation and the 
enhancement of specialist quali-
fications of a military nature.

Belarus will continue to pur-
sue a peaceful foreign policy, 
noted the President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, as he 
met with students and academic 
staff of the Academy. “Today, 
we see that the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation has signifi-
cantly intensified its activity on 
the European continent. The ex-
pansion of military blocs and the 
development of new technolo-
gies for armed confrontation are 
aggravating the situation near 
our borders. Everyone should 
know that Belarus, however, 
will not abandon its peaceful 
foreign policy,” stressed Mr. 
Lukashenko.

The Head of State said that 
the country will continue defend-
ing its interests, including as part 
of the joint defence doctrine with 
its strategic partner — the Rus-
sian Federation. However, this 
does not mean that Belarus will 
refuse to co-operate with other 
countries in the military and po-
litical area.

Mr. Lukashenko added that 
he is pleased to meet with the 
younger generation of service-
men, those who will ensure the 
national security of the state in 
the future. For the Belarusian 
people, peace and independence 

are the greatest values, won 
through hardships over many 
generations. In the year of the 
75th anniversary of the liberation 
of Belarus from the Nazis, the 
country once again recalls the 
feat accomplished by its glorious 
sons and daughters.

According to Mr. Lukashen-
ko, the modern generation of 
military personnel continues the 
traditions of their predecessors. 
“The cadets of the Military Acad-
emy who are present here today 
are the elite of our army. The fu-
ture of our country and the face 
of our Armed Forces depends 
entirely on you,” emphasised 
the Head of State. “I can see that 
the training of officers is of the 
highest quality here. Due atten-
tion is paid to the preservation of 
traditions, the study of military 
history, the experience of mod-
ern wars, local conflicts, and the 
implementation of the latest tech-
nologies.” Mr. Lukashenko said 
that it was especially interesting 
for him to talk with the soldiers of 

Belarus’ first information unit 
in the Armed Forces.

Mr. Lukashenko believes 
that today training must be re-
sults-oriented. According to 
the President, the efforts of the 
academic staff should form a 
world view for cadets, because 
modern military personnel 
should be able to analyse devel-
opments around the world. “All 
students, especially the listen-
ers of the General Staff Depart-
ment, must clearly realise the 
place of Belarus in the system 
of international relations and 
global security,” he said.

He congratulated cadets, stu-
dents and the academic staff of 
the Military Academy, alongside 
all members of the Armed Forc-
es of Belarus on the anniversary 
and expressed gratitude for their 
work, courage and dedication. 
“I believe that devotion to the 
country, military duty, high pro-
fessionalism and combat skills 
will help preserve peace and se-
curity in Belarus,” concluded the 
President.

Mr. Lukashenko called on 
the cadets for an informal chat.

As he answered questions, 
the President, expressed his wor-
ries about possible deployment 
of short- and intermediate-range 
missiles in Europe because of 
the situation around the INF 
Treaty. As far as the potential 
threat for Belarus’ security is 
concerned, he underlined that 
‘it’s a catastrophe, especially 
for us’. According to him, there 
are those who are of the opinion 
that the withdrawal of the USA 
from the INF Treaty also targets 

China, which possesses similar 
weapons, but wasn’t a member 
of the treaty. “Of course, these 
missiles can’t be used to make a 
strike on America via the Pacific 
Ocean. The Americans primari-
ly worry about their allies in the 
Pacific area: Korea, Japan and 
their US bases which are set up 
there. Meanwhile, I’m afraid that 
the Americans will seize the mo-
ment and place their missiles in 
Europe. In this case it will make 
things difficult for us. Therefore, 
together with Russia we’ll have 
to think about response meas-
ures. It will be even worse if 
these missiles are placed (God 
forbid, hypothetically) on the 
territory of Ukraine. In this re-
spect, my answer is unanimous: 
I’m categorically against the 
withdrawal from the INF Treaty. 
We support a peaceful policy,” 
asserted Mr. Lukashenko.

As far as relations with 
NATO are concerned, the Pres-
ident noted, “As a sovereign 
state, Belarus is ready for con-
structive dialogue, including 
with the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation on the principles 
of parity and transparency. We 
don’t close ourselves off from 
anyone. We’re ready to conduct 
dialogue.” At the same time, the 
President emphasised that Bela-
rus has its own interests and they 
should be respected by partners 
and those who want to co-oper-
ate with the country.

Moreover, Mr. Lukashenko 
noted that Belarus isn’t involved 
in secret diplomacy nor are em-
bassy staff or military attachés 
instructed to behave in this man-
ner. The President said that now 
is the time when it’s necessary to 
use different methods and Be-
larusian diplomats abroad and 
military attaches are primarily 
oriented to develop trade-eco-
nomic relations. The Head of 
State reminded the listeners that 
there’s no division in Belarus 
between political and economic 
diplomacy and the Interior Min-
istry supervises both these areas.

The results of the 
sociological survey
By Olga Korneeva

President of Belarus, Alex-
ander Lukashenko, named 
the most popular foreign 
politician, according to the 
sociological poll, conducted 
by the Ukrainian Analytical 
Centre New Europe

The survey looked at the ex-
pectations of Ukrainians regarding 
aspects of the foreign policy of the 
future president of Ukraine. When 
asked about a foreign leader whose 
decision-making style and politi-
cal behaviour the future president 
of Ukraine should emulate, 13.44 
percent of respondents named 
Alexander Lukashenko. German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel was 
second with 9.83 percent of the 
votes, while Lithuanian President, 
Dalia Grybauskaitė, was placed 
third with 4.71 percent. Among 
the most popular politicians were 
also the presidents of Poland, the 
United States, Russia, France 
and Turkey, as well as the Prime 
Ministers of Canada and Israel. 
The sociological poll comprised 
four waves of face-to-face inter-
views. Each polled no fewer than 
2,000 Ukrainian citizens aged 18 
and over. Sociological sampling 
corresponds to the distribution of 
the adult population of Ukraine 
by age, sex, region and type of 
settlement.

Belarusian diplomat named 
Ambassador of the Year
By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of 
Belarus to the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, Sergey Rachkov, 
bestowed the Ambassador of 
the Year award by the Egyp-
tian Diplomacy magazine

Mr. Rachkov was honoured 
in recognition of his considera-
ble effort and personal contri-
bution to the strengthening of 
relations between Belarus and 
Egypt, as well as achievements 
in the development of trade-eco-
nomic co-operation. The Belaru-
sian diplomat was included in the 

top ten heads of diplomatic mis-
sions from among more than 170 
heads of embassies in 2018, by 
the committee of experts, headed 
by former Aide to Egypt’s For-
eign Minister, Nihad Asqalani. 
Among the award-winning am-
bassadors were also diplomats 
from Argentina, Germany, Ma-
laysia, Portugal, Cameroon and 
others.

The Diplomacy Awards top-
25 ceremony was held for the 
first time, taking place in the Tee-
ba Ballroom of the InterConti-
nental Cairo Semiramis Hotel in 
Cairo and was attended by rep-
resentatives of the government, 

the diplomatic corps, political 
and public organisations, along-
side businesses, international 
organisations and mass media. 
Awards were presented to the 
best ambassadors, businessmen, 
politicians and journalists.

“As a sovereign state, 
Belarus is ready for 

constructive dialogue, 
including with the 

North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation on the 

principles of parity and 
transparency. We don’t 
close ourselves off from 
anyone. We’re ready to 

conduct dialogue.” 

A C C E N T
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By Vladimir Velikhov

Alexander Lukashenko not-
ed that it’s essential not only to 
introduce new mechanisms but 
also to improve the system in 
general when considering fam-
ily support measures. “We have 
already introduced so many 
measures, no other country sup-
ports families with children as 
we do. If I’m not mistaken, we 
have 11 different allowances. 
I have read the analysis of the 
situation in other countries: for 
example, Germany has a strong 
policy of support, while its 
birth rate is virtually the same 
as in Belarus, although there 
are countries with similar birth 
rates that have less generous 
measures of family support,” 
he noted.

Mr. Lukashenko believes 
it’s necessary to scrutinise the 
system of family support and 
perhaps redistribute funds. “We 
may need to provide stronger 
support somewhere, while in-
efficient mechanisms should 
be removed. If we make a bal-
anced decision concerning the 
provision of housing to families 
with many children, of course, 
it will be a stimulus. Housing 
means a lot for families.”

It was noted at the session 
that as far as demographic secu-
rity is concerned, we’re facing 
the same problems as countries 
all over the world. These are a 
lower birth rate and a decline in 
the natural population. If we do 

not take preventive measures, 
specialists predict that such 
trends as population decline 
and aging will only be rein-
forced.

Furthermore, the President 
commented on the exceptional 
measures that have been taken 
to support families with chil-
dren in Belarus. These include 
paid three-year leave for child-
care, preferential loans for fam-
ilies with many children and a 
family capital programme.

At the same time, Mr. 
Lukashenko asked about the 
efficiency of these measures. 
He also wondered if they help 
increase the birth rate. “Popu-
lation growth and a higher per-
formance potential are national 
security issues, and they are as 
crucial for us as for other coun-

tries,” he stressed.
He also said that he is aware 

of certain drawbacks in the sys-
tem that provides housing to 
families with many children. 
At the recent government con-
ference on construction, he is-
sued an instruction to solve this 
issue by 2021.

Belarus’ Health Minister, 
Valery Malashko, reported that 
the state programme Health of 
the Nation and Demograph-
ic Security of the Republic of 
Belarus has been operating 
from 2016 to 2020. It envis-
ages the creation of condi-
tions for the improvement of 
people’s health, development 
and the promotion of family 
values, raising the prestige of 
parenthood, better population 
replacement, death rate reduc-

tion, higher life expectancy, 
provision of high-quality and 
affordable healthcare services, 
as well as optimisation of the 
migration processes.

The President asked about 
progress in the implementation 
of this programme and asked 
for assurances that it helped re-
duce the death rate.

After opinion sharing at 
the session, the Head of State 
concluded that, in the coming 
years, it’s necessary to work out 
and implement efficient meas-
ures to increase the birth rate in 
Belarus. In his words, it is also 
important to focus on the for-
mation of a positive attitude to 
maternity and family values in 
the society.

Irina Kostevich, Belarus’ 
Minister of Labour and Social 

Protection, reported at the ses-
sion that, starting from 1993, 
Belarus has seen de-population 
as the death rate exceeds the 
birth rate. The country hasn’t 
reproduced its population since 
1978, when the population re-
placement level fell lower than 
the threshold limit. “The meas-
ures adopted at state level have 
enabled us to achieve relative 
stabilisation of the demograph-
ic situation since 2010. Howev-
er, growth isn’t stable, as seen 
in the falling birth rate of the 
last two years,” noted Ms. Ko-
stevich.

In 2018, fewer than 95,000 
babies were born in Belarus — 
8 percent less than 2017. The 
death rate remains high, with 
almost 200,000 people dying 
last year in the country — 600 
more than in 2017. As a result, 
the natural decrease exceeded 
more than 25,000, growing by 
9,000. “The results for the year 
are as follows: the population 
has declined and totals almost 
9.476 million people,” added 
the Minister.

To overcome this negative 
trend, the participants of the 
session considered measures 
which could help improve the 
demographic situation in the 
country: from prolonging a 
family capital programme to 
more active construction of 
housing for families with many 
children and providing an op-
portunity for one free attempt 
of in-vitro fertilisation.

Everything 
necessary for a 
worthwhile life
Demographic situation and improvement 
in state support to families with children 

discussed at the President’s session

POPULATION OF BELARUS

As of January 1st, 2019, the population of Belarus stood at 9,475,600 
people — reducing by 16,200 compared to early 2018. 
Last year, 94,388 babies were born in the country —  
8,168 fewer than in 2017.

Population size

2015

9 480,9 9 498,4 9 504,7 9 491,8 9 475,6

2016 2017 2018 2019

25 543 9 362119 931

94 388 15 239

24 601
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Belarus was visited by the Deputy 
Chairman of the Eurasian Devel-
opment Bank, Andrey Kalinin. The 
top executive conducted a range 
of negotiations with Belarusian 
officials and business leaders, drove 
along Minsky and Pekinsky avenues 
in the Great Stone Park and even 
descended a Belaruskali shaft. This 
can all be easily explained, as the 
EDB is searching for new projects 
in the country and The MT reporter 
spoke to Andrey Kalinin.

By Svetlana Mikhovich

Ambitious projects
You’ve been to our Great Stone Chi-

nese-Belarusian Industrial Park. How 
interesting is this project for you?

We see our participation here in two 
areas. The first is in offering credit to the 
Great Stone residents. This is the biggest 
park in the Eurasian Economic Union 
both in size and scale, and its residents 
boast unprecedented privileges. We see 
that various companies are already com-
ing here: Chinese, Belarusian, Russian 
and US, and we’re ready to work with 
them. I don’t think the Bank will finance 
Chinese or US projects, as we’re aiming 
at residents from the EAEU member states.

You’ve said that you’re interested in 
two areas in the Industrial Park.

The second area is more complex, but 
it meets the Bank’s mission more closely. 
I refer to the creation of the Park’s infra-
structure. At present, the first phase is 
being completed, but there will also be 
a second in 2020-2021. It will deal with 
laying new roads and the construction 
of communication lines. We need around 
300 million Euros for this, according to 
preliminary estimates. We’re interested 
in this and are ready to invest funds. I’ve 
visited the Great Stone Park, talked with 
its leadership and am confident of success. 
We’ve signed a memorandum on co-op-
eration; it’s a platform which can help us 
move further.

Which other areas are you interest-
ed in?

The meeting with Belaruskali’s leader-
ship was very interesting. It seems to me 
that this business is a pearl of the Belaru-
sian economy, a remarkable company on 
the world market. It’s difficult to imagine 
what Belaruskali makes, so I descended 
650m down a shaft and looked at how pot-
ash salt is extracted. It’s truly impressive, 
there are whole cities under the ground! 
The company has its development needs, 
of course. There’s also the necessity of 
renewing its operating assets, normal for 
any large enterprise. We’re ready to pro-
vide these in syndicate with Alfa-Bank, to 
the amount of 120 million Euros. I’m nine-
ty-nine percent certain that we’ll imple-
ment this project by the end of the year and 

sign a loan agreement in the second quar-
ter of 2019. We’re interested in working 
closely with the company and we already 
see our next step as modernisation of the 
enterprise and expansion of production.

Belarusian approach
The Eurasian Development Bank 

manages the funds of the Eurasian Fund 
for Stabilisation and Development. In 
2016, an agreement was signed where 
Belarus will be given $2bn from the 
fund. Six tranches — worth $1.8bn — 
have been already transferred. When 
can we expect the final one?

Yes, the sixth tranche was transferred 
at the end of last year. As far as the seventh 
is concerned, there’s a list of conditions un-
der which the funds are granted. This issue 
should be addressed to the finance minis-
tries of the EAEU member states, rather 
than the Bank. The Eurasian Development 
Bank manages the fund but it’s not us who 
takes the decision to grant credit.

Representatives of our Finance 
Ministry noted that the seventh tranche 
could be received in the first quarter of 
2019.

It is in progress, but it’s a complex 
technical issue. I don’t think that in this 
situation there’s politics involved, as the 

decision to transfer the tranche has been 
already made. Now, it’s purely a technical 
procedure. If the finance ministries man-
age to agree all issues in the first quarter, 
we’ll be very pleased. Belarus receives 
more funds from the Eurasian Fund for 
Stabilisation and Development than oth-
er states. Furthermore, it should be taken 
into account that Russia and Kazakhstan 
don’t receive any money from the fund at 
all. It’s much easier for us to work in your 
country because it’s clear which projects 
money can be allocated to and how it will 
be repaid.

What other peculiarities of EDB 
work in Belarus are there?

The most important thing is that a 
country gives state or quasi-state guar-
antees for the projects which we imple-

ment. This is very satisfactory from the 
Bank’s point of view. The risks for us are 
reduced and immediately the rates for 
our loans fall. As far as any difficulties 
are concerned, I don’t see any complex-
ities. Yes, bureaucratic issues do exist, 
but these are everywhere. In general, 
the problems are the same: finding good 
projects and considering the degree of 
their development. This is especially 
acute in the east. In Belarus, people are 
more prepared and projects suggested 
by them here are at a high level of de-
velopment. It’s easy for us to work here; 
there’s an understanding of the mentality 
and we share a common language. We 
have good working relations with the Fi-
nance Ministry, the National Bank and 
the Council of Ministers of Belarus.

What is the current volume of Be-
larusian projects in the EDB portfolio?

As a percentage, it’s not large — 
around 9 percent. However, in late 2018 
we completed several large projects, in-
cluding with BelAZ, so this figure isn’t real-
ly an accurate reflection of this. Today, it’s 
one figure but within one or two years, if 
we sign loan agreements with Belaruska-
li, the Belarusian Railway and the Great 
Stone, we’ll reach a billion Euros and the 
percentage will be completely different.

Projects gain importance

   Eurasian Deve- 
       lopment Bank 
can expand its credit 
portfolio in Belarus 
to 1 billion Euros in 
the next few years

I N S E R T

By Olga Korneeva

Belarusian cheeses and yo-
ghurts named best in Russia

The best products were de-
cided based on quality, taste, 
appearance and package design. 
The samples of goods were pre-
sented by manufacturers during 
the exhibition and judged by a 
contest commission. Winners 
were chosen in a dozen catego-
ries: from breads to cheeses.

“It’s very pleasing that our 
yoghurts and cheeses were 
named the best in Russia, which 
is one of the most important ex-
port markets for us. The result 
was confirmed by profession-
als based on their independent 
assessment of taste, colour and 
aroma. This testifies to the high 
level of production and quality 
of Belarusian produce, as well 
as to the fact that we are able 
to surprise our consumers and 

experts with new tastes and 
textures,” said Yelena Babkina, 
Director for Public Relations at 
Savushkin Produkt JSC. “This 
again explains why our goods 
enjoy success on foreign markets 
and I refer not only to Russia and 
the EU states; dairy goods from 
Belarus are even sold in China.”

At present, Savushkin Pro-
dukt supplies dairy goods to 
28 countries around the world, 
including Russia, Kazakh-

stan, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, 
Ukraine, UAE, Jordan, Singa-
pore, South Korea, Israel, China, 
Hong Kong, Japan and the EU. In 

total, exports account for around 
60 percent of the company’s to-
tal supplies, with ready-prepared 
products dominating exports.

Experts render their verdict

Production of super-condensers 
opens at Great Stone
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Where are we ranked?
There are many current rankings in the 

university world, each with its own meth-
ods and criteria for measurement. Three 
however, are seen as key: the Shanghai, 
thought of as the most significant meas-
ure, that of the British magazine, The 
Times Higher Education (ТНЕ) and that 
of the marketing company, Quacquarelli 
Symonds (QS). Moreover, the Scimago 
Institution Rankings (SIR) are also im-
portant for our universities.

Among Belarusian higher education-
al establishments, the Belarusian State 
University has done well in the university 
‘league’, taking part in 16 international 
and regional ratings. The BSU managed 
to get into the top three in almost all 
lists, except for the Shanghai, where it’s 
ranked only in physics. Nevertheless, it’s 
a weighty achievement, as in order to be 
registered on the main list, i.e. among the 
500 best universities in the world, it’s nec-
essary to have Nobel Prize laureates work-
ing in the university. Vladimir Galynsky, 
the Head of the BSU’s Department of In-
ternational Ranking, Marketing and Aca-
demic Mobility, explains the peculiarities 
of the assessments, “The Times Higher 
Education World University Rankings 
notes the number and quality of scientific 
publications; over five years there should 

be 1,000 and at least 150 annually in the 
Scopus database, therefore, out of the 
Belarusian universities, only the BSU is 
present. For QS, however, attitude rather 
than scientific statistics is more important, 
i.e. 50 percent of the ranking comes from 
the results of polls of academic experts 
from all over the world and employers. 
In this regard, we occupy 354th position 
on a global scale, while we’re placed 23rd 
at regional level (among the countries of 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia).”

The most popular ranking is the We-
bometrics, which takes 55 percent of its 
data from the parameters of the website 
and 45 percent from the quality of sci-
entific publications. It covers almost all 
the world universities, around 28,000, as 
soon as its data is released, all our uni-
versities verify their positions. Its top-500 
also includes the BSU. Success in this ta-
ble depends on a third of the data from 
publications most quoted in their sphere 
over the last five years in the international 
Scopus database (which comprises more 

than 20,000 of the best scientific journals 
in the world). This year, the Belarusian 
State University plans to apply its 5 edi-
tions to the database, enabling it to raise 
its position in the rankings.

Since these rankings take into ac-
count primarily publications in the Eng-
lish-speaking databases, a science cita-
tion index has appeared in Russia which 
relies on Russian-language editions. As 
a result, last year, a pilot version of the 
ranking — ‘The Three University Mis-
sions’ — appeared. Alongside a range of 
Russian universities, it also includes sev-
eral universities from each country. Our 
BSU is placed 166th out of 250. Recently, 
the ranking was expanded to 500 entrants, 
leading to a change of position for the Be-
larusian higher educational establishment, 
to 313rd. The country’s major university 
emphasises that places from 300th to 
600th at world level covers 2 percent of 
the best universities.

Why do universities need this?
Participation in the rankings is an im-

portant parameter in the 2016-2020 state 
education development programme. Why 
do we need this? Mr. Galynsky believes 
that this is one of the ways for a higher ed-
ucational establishment to become recog-
nisable in the educational sphere, “There 
are many organisations in the world 
which, on a competitive basis, give grants 

for research and when experts assess ap-
plications, the place where an applicant 
has worked is one of the vital factors. If 
a university has a serious position in the 
ranking, this again confirms that it boasts 
equipment and opportunity to conduct re-
search. Moreover, narrow scientific rank-
ings also consider the internationalisation 
of science, i.e. the percentage of publica-
tions done jointly with foreign colleagues. 
For example, we have around 80 percent 
of such publications in the Scopus.”

A ranking is often a weighty argu-
ment for inter-university projects. First, 
it’s important to study which position is 
occupied by a potential partner. If this is 
comparative, then it’s a reason for co-op-
eration, enabling the two sides to both 
receive benefits. For instance, the BSU is 
actively liaising with the Chinese Dalian 
University of Technology, ranked slight-
ly higher than BSU in the Times Higher 
Education World University Rankings, 
while we boast a better position in the QS. 
Subject rankings are also analysed: with 
which joint research in physics or chem-
istry can be conducted.

A further reason to fight for a place in 
the ranking is to attract students. This is 
also important for funds which support tal-
ented youngsters to study abroad, as they 
often stipulate a university in the world’s 
top list. This approach is well developed 
in Kazakhstan and China and was one of 
the reasons why the Shanghai ranking ap-
peared in 2003. Moreover, Inna Yurik, Di-
rector of BNTU’s Scientific Library, also 
believes that the rankings act as a source 
of information for alumni and their par-
ents, “Those abroad are especially keen on 
rankings, though more often, attention is 
being paid to them in our country. We see 
our students using the opportunity to study 
in other states and it’s easy today to search 
Google for the necessary data: resources 
with these rankings are well indexed and 
the further away they are, the more alumni 
will rely on such parameters when choos-
ing a higher educational establishment. 
The rankings help us to understand how 
close our universities are to the leading 
universities in the world. Firstly, this adds 
prestige to the university and enables its 
export potential and teachers’ scientific 
activity to be assessed, while also receiv-
ing additional opportunities for integration 
into the world educational space and out-
lining ways for future development.”

What the ratings tell us 
about our universities

As soon as one of our universities joins an international ranking, 
it immediately becomes an event. Universities are proud to tell 

everyone how they have managed to rise in the world lists

By Svetlana Savelieva

Swedish Public Employment Ser-
vice keen on co-operation with 
the Belarusian regions

At a recent press conference, Per 
Lindberg, of the Swedish Public Em-
ployment Service, and head of the 
joint project entitled Improvement of 
the State Employment Service of Be-
larus, noted that interaction is being 
conducted across five areas. We’ve 
managed to achieve the greatest suc-

cesses in the sphere of forecasting and 
analysis of the situation on the labour 
market. The project involves three re-
gions of Belarus: Minsk, Vitebsk and 
Grodno regions and is soon to finish. 
The results will be summed up in June 
2019.

“Our Belarusian colleagues are 
true professionals. It’s a pleasure to 
work with them. They quickly absorb 
the expertise and knowledge of Swed-
ish and Lithuanian experts. We’re in-
terested in expanding interaction and 

would like such a project to cover all 
the Belarusian regions. Once the cur-
rent project is over, we will approach 
our sponsors to discuss this idea,” not-
ed Per Lindberg.

The Improvement of the State Em-
ployment Service of Belarus project is 
implemented in accordance with the 
memorandum of understanding signed 
in May 2015 between the Labour, Em-
ployment and Social Security Commit-
tee of the Vitebsk Regional Executive 
Committee and the Swedish Public 

Employment Service, aiming to devel-
op labour market forecasting models, 
strengthen collaboration with employ-
ers and raise citizens’ awareness.

Expressions of interest should lead to results

The BSU’s electronic library 
is ranked second world-
wide among university 
document storage, only 
slightly below the leader, 
Kyoto University. 

F A C T

It’s prestigious to study in the BSU
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By Yulia Vasilishina

Those who gathered at the presentation 
in the High-Tech Park were immediately 
requested to take their mobile phones and 
find the Minsk2019 app either on Google 
Play or the App Store; it’s free of charge 
and is already available for download. 
Within a minute, users from any country 
can receive a complete guide to the major 
sporting event of the summer, with news, 
addresses, schedules and information 
about countries and athletes. The inno-
vation works both on Android and iOS 
and is a result of co-operation between 
the 2nd European Games Directorate and 
HTP resident, Synesis Sport Company — 
official supplier of hardware and software 
packages for the Games.

“The 2nd European Games will be 
a stellar sporting event, featuring world 
stars, and demonstrating a high level of 
technology, preparation and organisation. 
It’s no accident that the presentation took 
place in the HTP. This testifies to the fact 
that the technological platform is being 
created based on the most contemporary 
approaches, in the course of development 
of the IT industry in our country and the 
world in general,” said Georgy Katulin, 
Director of the 2nd European Games 2019 
Directorate Foundation. The functional 
and stylish mobile app Minsk2019 will be 
one of the major tools for participants and 
fans of the Games. It contains the latest 
publications about the event, including 
photos and videos. The ‘Interests’ tab will 
enable users to create their own newsfeed 
according to their preferences and focus-
ing on particular disciplines or athletes. 
The section about sporting venues is pre-
sented in the form of a map with markers 
which show the locations, offering the 
opportunity to find the shortest possible 

route. The ‘Events’ tab arouses special in-
terest and stipulates when and where com-
petitions will take place at a particular site, 
with an opportunity to buy tickets. More-
over, a separate section is envisaged for 
sporting disciplines, with complete infor-
mation about the sports and a schedule of 
the competitions. Filtering by interests is 
also available. As the Games grow closer, 
information will be added about countries 
and the athletes who represent them, and 
then, of course, the results of the events.

An original supplement to the pro-
gramme will be a 3D model of the Di-
namo Stadium, helping guests orient 
themselves in this large-scale site and a 
chat bot that will be available soon in 
Viber, the Telegram-channel and Face-
book. The mascot of the Games — Fox 
Lesik, speaking both English and Rus-
sian, will answer any questions.

A fully-informed 
ticket to summer

2nd European 
Games 
acquire 
official 

mobile app

By Oleg Bogomazov

A chat bot developed in Belarus 
is helping the population to un-
derstand what to do with house-
hold waste, in order to provide 
maximum efficiency of waste 
treatment

The development by the team at the 
Centre for Environmental Solutions was 
launched into Telegram. It’s now easy 
just to open the messenger app, com-
plete the login @EcoideaBot and press 
the ‘Launch’ button. One can ask the 
bot, for example, in which container to 
put different types of rubbish and where 
to put paper cups.

Furthermore, the bot can learn: its 
creators will monitor which user’s ques-
tions weren’t answered, enabling them 
to make it more efficient next time.

The chat bot will soon begin work-
ing on several ecological websites to 

expand the range of users and improve 
access to the necessary information re-
garding waste treatment.

“For a decade, our organisation has 
been conducting informative and en-
lightening research and the creation of 
this Internet product is its logical con-
tinuation,” notes Yevgeny Lobanov, 
Director of the Centre for Environ-
mental Solutions. “Moreover, it’s now 
important that people understand that 
recycling won’t solve the problem of 
waste on a global scale and we need 
to move away from wasteful lifestyles. 
Along with our bot, we prompt consum-
ers with reasonable ways to get rid of 
waste, as well as ecologically friendly 
alternatives to single-use goods which 
currently go directly from our houses to 
landfill.”

Software developer Nikolay Ptitsyn                          

Ecological 
chat bot to 
make smart 
prompts

By Olga Korneeva

One thousand foreigners, arriving 
in Belarus, have already used the 
electronic registration form, with 
citizens of Israel, Germany and the 
USA being the most active users

One in ten foreign visitors arriving in 
Belarus in 2019 and applying for regis-
tration, have completed the process free 
of charge in electronic form at a single 
portal (portal.gov.by). According to the 
Interior Ministry of Belarus, the most ac-
tive users of the administrative procedure 
in electronic form are representatives of 
Israel, Germany, the USA, Italy, Turkey, 
Poland, China, Georgia, France, the UK 
and Spain.

Furthermore, the registration is free 
of charge and there’s no need to visit cit-
izenship and migration departments. In 
this respect, specialists forecast a growth 
in such registrations, especially during the 
2nd European Games.The Interior Minis-
try and the National Centre for E-Servic-
es are improving the service, following 
feedback received from users. One issue 
to be addressed is to increase the success 

rate of registry on the portal, with the 
most frequent reason being incorrect data 
input. “The resource is organised in such 
a way that the system verifies with some 
databases which contain information and 
compares it to received data. They will be 
denied registration if at least one symbol 
in their name, or passport data is incorrect, 
the date of border crossing is specified in-
correctly, or the necessary spaces are not 
filled in the same way. The majority of re-
jections related to incorrect filling in of the 
application,” explained the Interior Minis-
try. It’s not compulsory for a foreign visi-
tor to have confirmation of the electronic 
registration with them. It’s enough just 
to tell a border service employee about 
this when leaving the country. However, 
the Ministry recommended they keep a 
screenshot or printout of the successful 
registration, as this will accelerate the 
checking procedure. 

Online registration gaining 
popularity
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The $100 million joint 
venture between SpaceIL and 
state-owned Israel Aerospace 
Industries Ltd. was financed 
mostly by Jewish philanthro-
pists including Morris Kahn, 
SpaceIL’s President and a 
founder of Amdocs Ltd., and 
casino magnate Sheldon Adel-
son. The probe ended its ‘ride 
share’ on SpaceX after 38 min-
utes and, if all goes according 
to plan, will land in the Sea of 

Tranquillity on April 11th, the 
project’s leaders said several 
days before the launch.

A successful flight would 
make Israel just the fourth 
country to land on the Moon. 
So far only superpowers — the 
Soviet Union, US and China 
— have made the voyage, with 
their governments’ strong fi-
nancial backing.

“This is the first mission of 
a small country to the Moon, 

and a non-governmental effort 
at that,” SpaceIL Chief Execu-
tive Officer Ido Anteby noted. 
“The whole world is watching 
because it’s clear to everyone 
that it opens a new horizon in 
commercial launches to the 
Moon.”

Hundreds of people, in-
cluding Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, gathered at 
IAI headquarters to watch a 
live feed of the launch from 

Florida. President Reuven 
Rivlin hosted a pajama party 
with schoolchildren, hoping 
the lunar mission will galva-
nise science education in Israel 
the way the Apollo space pro-
gramme did in the US decades 
earlier.

Beresheet also carries a 
capsule with information on Is-
rael and the Jewish people, and 
a complete Bible inscribed on 
a coin the size of a US quarter.

Israeli private Moon probe 
lifts off on SpaceX rocket

Materrials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

Thousands of people have 
joined protests across 
France against a spate of 
anti-Semitic attacks

The demonstrators marched 
under the slogan ‘That’s Enough’ 
at the Place de la République in 
Paris and other cities. Figures 
from across the political spec-
trum, including former Presidents 
François Hollande and Nicolas 
Sarkozy, joined too.

In a tweet, Olivier Faure, First 
Secretary of the Socialist Party, 
first called on people to gather in 
Paris for a protest.

No official number has been 
reported, but similar demonstra-
tions were reported in 60 cities 
including Marseille, Bordeaux 
and Nantes.

“I’m not sure that what’s hap-
pened has surprised a lot of peo-
ple,” a protester in Paris, Frederic 
Aubert, said. “I don’t exactly 
know why they are angry at the 
Jews,” said another, named Alain.

In recent months, France has 
seen a series of high-profile an-
ti-Semitic attacks.

In the past week, vandals 
have defaced portraits of the late 

Holocaust survivor and French 
minister Simone Veil, scrawled 
the German word for ‘Jews’ on 
a Parisian bakery and cut down 
a tree planted in memory of a 
Jewish youth tortured to death 
by an anti-Semitic gang.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron visited a Jewish 
cemetery in eastern France 
where nearly 100 graves were 
desecrated with Nazi symbols.

“Whoever did this is not 
worthy of the French republic 
and will be punished,” Mr. Ma-
cron said during the visit.

In a video statement, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu condemned the ‘shock-
ing’ attack, calling anti-Semi-
tism ‘a plague that endangers 
everyone, not just us’.

France has the biggest 
Jewish community in Europe, 
about 550,000 people. Statis-
tics published recently showed 
a rise of 74 percent in the num-
ber of anti-Semitic attacks in 
France, from 311 in 2017 to 
541 in 2018.

HSBC Holdings turned in 
a disappointing annual 
profit as higher costs and a 
stocks rout chipped away 
at its trading businesses, 
while warning that an 
economic slowdown in 
China and Britain would 
throw up further hurdles 
this year

Chief Executive John Flint, 
rounding off his first year at the 
helm of the company, said the 
bank may have to scale back in-
vestment plans in order to avoid 
missing a key target known as 
‘positive jaws’ — which tracks 
whether it is growing revenues 
faster than costs — for a second 
straight year. HSBC remains 
alert to the downside risks of 
the current economic environ-
ment, global trade tensions and 
the future path of interest rates, 
Flint said, adding the bank was 
‘committed’ to the growth tar-
gets announced in June.

“We will be proactive in 
managing costs and investment 
to meet the risks to revenue 
growth where necessary, but 
we will not take short-term de-
cisions that harm the long-term 
interests of the business,” Flint 
said, after HSBC reported a 
lower-than-expected 16 percent 
rise in 2018 profit before tax.

In June, Flint had said 
HSBC would invest $15-17bn 
in three years in areas including 
technology and China, while 
keeping profitability and divi-
dend targets little changed. The 
bank said it failed to achieve 
positive jaws in 2018 due to the 
negative market environment 
in the fourth quarter.

Thousands protest against  
anti-Semitism in France

HSBC  
reports 
disappointing 
profit for 2018

Facebook intentionally 
breached data privacy 
and competition law and 
should, along with other 
big tech companies, be 
subject to a new regulator 
to protect democracy and 
citizens’ rights

In a damning report that sin-
gled out Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg for what it said was 
a failure of leadership and per-
sonal responsibility, the British 
Parliament’s Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport Committee 
said tech firms had proved in-
effective in stopping harmful 
content on their platforms.

“We need a radical shift in 
the balance of power between 
the platforms and the people,” 
Committee Chairman Damian 
Collins said.

Collins said the age of in-
adequate self-regulation must 
end, following an 18-month 
investigation that concluded 
Facebook had ‘intentionally 
and knowingly violated both 
data privacy and anti-competi-
tion laws’.

“The rights of the citizen 
need to be established in statute, 
by requiring the tech companies 
to adhere to a code of conduct 
written into law by Parliament, 
and overseen by an independent 
regulator,” he said.

“We are open to meaning-
ful regulation and support the 
committee’s recommendation 
for electoral law reform,” Face-
book’s UK public policy man-
ager Karim Palant said. “We 
also support effective privacy 
legislation that holds compa-
nies to high standards in their 
use of data and transparency 
for users.”

Israel hopes to be the first country to land a privately 
financed spacecraft on the moon as ‘Beresheet’ — Hebrew 

for Genesis — lifted off aboard one of SpaceX rockets

Facebook ‘intentionally’ 
violated UK privacy
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By Veniamin Mikheev

Of course, you really need 
to see this colourful book, 
which weighs more than three 
kilograms. However, it’s im-
pressive not only for its weight. 
In turning the pages of the book, 
the reader gets to know the best 
still-lifes of Belarusian painters. 
It doesn’t matter that the book 
contains works only collected 
within the last fifty years. It’s 
obvious that this was a time 
when the genre flourished in the 
rich palette of domestic pictorial 
art.

Below is what we’ve learned 
about the concept, the nuances 
of the selection of material and 
rare illustrations directly from 
the author of this fundamental 
book about Belarusian still-life.

Belarusian Still-Life 1960-
2010. A.V. Zinkevich has won 
the Art Book category at the 
56th National Art of Book Con-
test. Many painters, art experts, 

collectors and those keen on 
painting have already managed 
to acquire and get to know this 
fundamental work. They ex-
pressed their opinions by put-
ting photos of the book and its 
works on social networks.

I personally dedicated sev-
eral evenings turning the pages 
of the album, examining each 
reproduction and reading the 
text. The weighty folio was col-
lected, invented and compiled 
by Alexander Zinkevich, Direc-
tor of Minsk’s Palace of Arts.

How did the idea come to 
him to make such a definitive 
edition? It turned out that his 
thesis on still-life was an im-
pulse; his academic supervisor 
was Rector of the Academy of 
Arts, Mikhail Borozna. He also 
supported the idea of the book. 
“I began to collect the works,” 
Mr. Zinkevich recollects. “In the 
beginning I couldn’t imagine a 
whole volume of canvases. We 
organised a big exhibition and 

I examined the archives of the 
National Art Museum and the 
Union of Artists. The number 
was unprecedented — almost 
2,000 photos.”

I wondered why the book 
covers this very time period. 
According to Mr. Zinkevich, the 
pinnacle of Belarusian still-life 
painting falls during this time. 
“It contains the first graduates of 
our institute, the arrival of those 
who studied in Moscow, Lenin-
grad and Kiev. The topic of my 
thesis paper was also limited to 
these years.”

When Alexander Zinkevich 
saw what his thesis paper had 
resulted in, he was surprised. 
Even now, the transformation of 
this disconnected material into a 
book is a mystery to him. Hun-
dreds of electronic files sudden-
ly become tangible, with a cov-
er and pages… Yes, the book 
weighs as much as a baby, three 
point three kilograms. “This is 
not the first volume released by 
me, but it’s the first of its kind,” 
said Mr. Zinkevich. “I enjoy 
books, I collect them, I grew 
up among books. When I was 
making the Still-Life I based it 

on the best foreign examples. I 
like large definitive editions and 
couldn’t do anything else with 
this.”

There are nuances in the 
book, some painters are rep-
resented by one or two works 
while others have ten or even 
more. The author doesn’t deny 
that the collection reflects his 
personal views, as well as his 
preferences. Mr. Zinkevich is 
confident that he has taken pho-
tos of the best works from all 
the recent exhibitions, from his 
personal point of view.

Unfortunately, he wasn’t 
able to take good photos of 
everything and had to scan 
some from old albums. Many 
interesting pictures were be-
yond the Belarusian borders, in 
private collections, museums 
and galleries. The search could 
have been never-ending, as 
every painter has several still-
lifes. “Even this book doesn’t 
completely cover the topic,” 
he says. “We’ll probably even-
tually have to publish a new 
edition, supplementing it with 
new works. The process is on-
going.

Mr. Zinkevich didn’t hide 
the fact that the Rector of the 
Academy of Arts, Mikhail 
Borozna, is struggling against 
subjectivism, explaining that 
such books should avoid per-
sonal leanings and sympathies. 
However, it’s difficult for him 
to abandon some of his youthful 
ideas. He has some regrets that 
the book doesn’t contain any 
works by painters from beyond 
Belarus’ borders. He tried to 
contact some of them on several 
occasions, but with no success. 
In many cases, no photos or re-
cords of the works exist. Some-
times, recollecting a canvas, 
Alexander asked the artist about 
the work and he didn’t even re-
member to whom he donated 
that piece and which collection 
it belongs to. Moreover, even if 
a photo exists it was black-and-
white and of poor quality, so 
couldn’t be used in the book.

The author has created an 
intriguing volume, many will 
now be expecting a new edition 
dedicated to Belarusian land-
scapes, and Mr. Zinkevich is 
already working on it. This new 
book will be the same format 
and size. Plans also include a 
book about Belarusian portraits.

Overall, he has the ambi-
tious dream of making some 
ten volumes devoted to domes-
tic art, including graphical art, 
sculpture, figurative pictures, 
Slutsk sashes, icons, stained-
glass windows and mosaics, 
lots of hard but very interesting 
work lies ahead.

Dozens of galleries 
compiled in one volume

There probably isn’t a 
single painter in Belarus 
who hasn’t tried still-life, 

who hasn’t admired flowers, 
fruit and kitchen items 

and tried to reflect on the 
canvas the joy and delight 
of the surrounding world. 

The rich palette of this 
genre in a particular period 
was revealed by Alexander 
Zinkevich in his book — 

Belarusian Still-Life

Still-life at the exhibition and in the book
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 Vladislav Goncharov is the 
winner of the World Cup in 
Trampoline and Tumbling in 
the Azerbaijan city of Baku. 
Second place in the men’s indi-
vidual competition was taken by 
Chinese Dong Dong and bronze 
went to Japanese Daiki Kishi. 
Synchro jumpers Vladislav Gon-
charov and Oleg Ryabtsev were 
placed second — losing to Jap-
anese Daiki Kishi and Ryosuke 
Sakai. In the women’s event, Be-
larusian Angelina Khotyan and 
Valentina Bogomolova won. In 
individual events, Maria Makha-
rinskaya was fourth and gold 
went to Chinese Liu Lingling.

 Alina Talay won the Open 
Belgian Championship in the 
60m hurdles. For the Belarusian, 
the competitions were the first 
after her recovery from knee sur-
gery. She covered the distance 
in 7.96 seconds and fulfilled the 
standard for the Indoor Europe-
an Championship scheduled for 
March 1st-3rd (Glasgow).

 Arina Sobolenko of Belarus, 
ranked ninth in the world, failed 
to qualify into quarter-finals of 
the tournament in Dubai. In the 
three-set match she lost to Swiss 
Belinda Benčičová (placed 45th 
in the WTA ranking) — 4:6, 6:2, 
6:7 (7:9).
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Raubichi is great in the 
good weather! Recently, 
the main winter sports 
complex in the country 
experienced a pilgrimage 
effect: thousands of spec-
tators, delighted by the 
gentle spring sun and the 
arrival of the stars of world 
biathlon for the Legends 
Race, filled the picturesque 
local area. Athletes and 
spectators took part in the 
opening ceremony of the 
IBU Open European Cham-
pionship.

The biathlon festival began 
in the middle of the day: a few 
hundred finalists of the recently 
held Republican competitions 
for children and teenagers  —  
Snow Sniper  —  and the Bela-
rusian Biathlon Federation Cup 
tournament  —  could hardly 
believe their luck when their 

heroes came to them. Among 
them were Darya Domracheva 
and Ole Einar Bjørndalen, Na-
dezhda Skardino and Sergey 
Novikov, Karin Oberhofer and 
Halvard Hanevold, Simone 
Hauswald and Sergey Chepik-
ov, and many others. The at-
mosphere was crazy, with 
many autograph hunters. It’s no 
exaggeration to say there were 
thousands of fans; the queue 
was endless: the autograph ses-
sion lasted for almost an hour 
and a half! No wonder they say 
that biathlon is one of the most 
popular sports in Belarus.

On Sunday, those who came 
to Belarus for the event man-
aged to watch shooting in Rau-
bichi and walk round a sunny 
Minsk. They all appreciated the 
beauty and cleanliness of our 
city; however, their thoughts 
were already on the road: there 
are no retired athletes here.

Russian Sergey Chepikov, 
for example, was preparing 

to fight Ole Einar Bjørndalen, 
noting that it’s not easy, “Ole 
recently finished his career and 
is still in great shape! I have not 
picked up checkers for a long 
time, but I hope my hands re-
member. It’s a great feeling to 
experience once again this feel-
ing of great rivalry!”

Long-term leader of the 
national team of Ukraine  —  
Andrey Derizemlya  —  was 
also delighted, “I would like to 
thank Darya Domracheva for 
such a great initiative. I tried 
to prepare well. In my home 
city of Chernigov, I was even 
invited onto the TV, so I could 
speak about the upcoming Leg-
ends Race. A bus load of biath-
lon fans came from Ukraine 
to Belarus! I’m sure that such 
meetings will also be a great in-
centive for young people.”

Darya Domracheva (who 
unexpectedly fell ill on the eve 
of the event) calmed the fans 
down in the morning, “I’m ok 

now (thanks to our dear doc-
tors) and will start the race! 
Given my recent illness, I will 
just take part in the relay race 
rather than the scheduled two.” 
Fans sighed with relief: thank 
God! It’s no secret that most of 
those coming to Raubichi were 
eager to support our top sports-
woman and give her a farewell 
from sport  —  wishing her 
good luck and saying that we’ll 
miss her greatly.

The opening ceremony of 
the Legends Race and the IBU 
Open European Championship 
was bright and colourful. The 
great biathlon came next! The 
sporting legends did not disap-
point: all the participants were 
superb in the mass start and 
relay.

Meanwhile, the result is 
not important; in this instance 
there’re no losers. We all be-
lieved that the Belarusian na-
tional team would perform well 
at the home tournament!

By Sergey Kanashits  
and Dmitry Komashko

Great weather and 
a good atmosphere
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Darya Domracheva and Na-
dezhda Skardino were the main 
characters at the event as the 
Legends Race was their fare-
well to sport. The two ladies 
were doing their best to hide 
their emotions. Darya was bom-
barded with questions and even 
had to remember the unconven-
tional ways she had taught her 
small daughter Ksenia to ski and 
dream of sporting success. She 
admitted that had virtually no 
time to prepare for the Legends 
Race. She managed to ski a week 
ago and then was ill. However, 
the result is not the key thing for 
competitions like this. “I remem-

ber myself at such an age when 
I collected autographs of famous 
athletes. I hope that today’s au-
tographs will bring good luck to 
their owners and motivate them 
to even greater dedication,” the 
sportswoman said.

 “When I studied at the School 
of Olympic Reserves, Olympic 
champions and famous athletes 
also came to us. Those meetings 
made me realise that anything is 
possible. I was so impressed by 
them, they definitely helped me 
during my career,” said Olympic 
champion, Nadezhda Skardino, as 
she went off to win the women’s 
mass start at the Legends Race.

Farewell for the future

A R E N A

They are leaving  
but they will stay
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Arsenal has shown what it’s really worth
By Valery Tikhomirov

BATE players unfortunately 
couldn’t manage a second 
miracle in a row. The Belar-
usian champions lost in the 
return match of the 1/16 
UEFA Europa League final in 
London (0:3) — completing 
their performance in the 
second most important 
European football tourna-
ment.

The hosts — who sensa-
tionally lost in the away match 
(0:1) — rushed from the starting 
whistle to prove that their defeat 
in Borisov was accidental. They 
consequently managed to restore 
the status quo for the two match-
es in the 4th minute: BATE’s 
young defender, Zakhar Volkov, 
accidentally deflected the ball 
into the goal while trying to stop 
a cross from Pierre-Emerick of 
Aubameyang.

The quick goal psycholog-
ically affected the ‘yellow and 
blue’ team, who began to cling 
to their goal even more. How-
ever, after the first 10 minutes, 
BATE tried a rare counterattack. 
In the 13th minute, Alexey Ba-
ga’s team had an opportunity 
to equalise: the hero of the first 
match — Stanislav Dragun — 
took a shot from the 18-yard 
box but Stephan Lichtsteiner 
knocked the ball away from the 
line at the last moment.

Arsenal didn’t slow down 
throughout and continued to 
besiege Denis Shcherbitsky’s 
goal. Alas, before the break, the 
Londoners doubled their advan-
tage when centre-back Shkodran 
Mustafi headed Granit Xhaka’s 
cross from a corner.

The second half developed 
according to the familiar scenar-
io: Arsenal continued to own the 
initiative and BATE was strug-

gling. In the 50th minute, the 
guests once again managed to 
trouble Petr Čech. Dragun met 
the defenders in the penalty area 
and the ball appeared at the feet 
of Maxim Skavysh. The forward 
struck the near corner from an 
uncomfortable position where 
the ball was confidently fielded 
by Arsenal’s goalkeeper.

Unai Emery’s team did 
not try to force events, while 
BATE — conducting pre-season 
training — were not physically 
able to do that. In the 58th min-
ute, Alexey Baga — to thunder-
ous applause from the stands — 
sent former Arsenal player, 
Alexander Hleb, onto the field. 
He managed to take the ball into 
the penalty area but made a pass-
ing error.

Hleb didn’t significantly af-
fect the outcome of the match. 
Soon after he joined, the hosts in-
creased the score and put an end 

to the confrontation when substi-
tute Sokratis Papastathopoulos 
smashed past Yegor Filipenko 
to score. 

Despite being out of the Eu-
ropa League, the performance 
of Alexey Baga’s team in this 
season’s European Cup can be 
praised. For the third time in 
its history, BATE managed to 

get to the knockout round and 
won a playoff match for the 
first time — pleasing Belarusian 
football fans.

The Borisov club will con-
tinue to prepare for the new sea-
son. On March 2nd, BATE will 
play in a match for the Belarus 
Super Cup against the acting tro-
phy holder: Brest Dinamo.

Surprise that was 
long sought after
By Tatiana Pastushenko

Recently, Raubichi hosted the 
IBU Open European Champion-
ship. At first, the athletes ran 
the mixed and single mixed 
relay races, then they ran the 
sprints and later competed 
in the pursuit. Our team has 
already won medals: at first, 
Irina Krivko gained bronze in 
the individual race, then Dinara 
Alimbekova, Anna Sola, Roman 
Yeletnov and Sergey Bochar-
nikov took bronze in the mixed 
relay and finally Krivko earned 
silver in pursuit race.

Few believed that Irina Krivko 
would be able to win a medal in the in-
dividual race. During training in Italian 
Antholz, the biathlete caught a virus 
that kept her in bed for several days. 
Her performance at the home cham-
pionships was questionable and the 
coaches debated until the last minute 
whether they would put her into a long 
and difficult individual race. Irina later 
said that her desire to take part played a 
major role in the final decision:

“After all, it is the home Europe-
an Championship. I missed two North 
American World Cup rounds to pre-
pare for it, and then I got sick. I have 
the feeling that I contracted the virus 
back in the hotel in Antholz. All the 
hotel staff were ill. Other biathletes lat-
er fell ill too — i.e. sisters Semerenko, 
Artem Prima, Anastasia Merkushina. 
Some only suffered mildly, but I expe-
rienced severe symptoms. The coaches 
wanted to protect me: 15km is not an 
easy distance. However, I decided to 
be patient: I planned to do well in the 
shooting if I failed to cover the distance 
as quickly as I hoped. A bronze medal 
was a surprise for me. Before the race, 
the coaches even joked that if I got into 
the thirties, it would be good after such 
an illness. A medal is, of course, always 
a pleasure. It means my preparation for 
the season was not in vain. 

If this bronze was a surprise for 
you, how do you assess the season 
and to what do you owe your pro-
gress?

My results were also a surprise for 
me to some extent. Before this season, 
we changed the system of training. 
Before the start of the competition, it 
was impossible to guess at my level 
of progress. Until I could compare 
myself with my rivals, I did not know 
what condition I was in or what I was 
capable of. At the first stage of the 
World Cup in Pokljuka, it was a little 
difficult, but then I got used to it. If I 
compare all the seasons, the present 
competition is a pleasure for me: my 
body reacts better, and I do not feel 
exhausted after long stages. All the 

changes have proved to be good.
How do you feel as a team leader?
I don’t feel like a leader. It seems 

we are all equal in the team. This is 
biathlon: I’m better at it now but, 
next season, maybe someone else will 
catch up and show good results. This 
is sport and everything changes. It’s 
difficult to think far ahead.

How do you want to finish the 
season to consider it the most suc-
cessful?

I need to keep to the established 
level. Then I will be happy to take my 
bag and fly to the seaside.

Swedish Hanna Öberg won the 
individual race; she won the same 
discipline at the Olympics in Pyeong-
Chang.
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Alexander Hleb fails  
to significantly  

influence  
the course  

of the match  
in London

Dinara Alimbekova, Roman Yeletnov, Anna Sola and Sergey Bocharnikov
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Pirouettes 
in the sky 
over 
Minsk
The IBU Open European 
Championship is not 
the only tournament 
which has recently 
taken place in Raubi-
chi. Last Saturday 
saw aerials on local 
trampolines per-
formed as part of 
the World Cup 
stage.

The speciality of the competition, which 
brought together the best athletes, were the syn-
chro jumps. In Raubichi, they were presented in 
a demonstration format, but in future a repre-
sentative of the International Ski Union, Joseph 
Fitzgerald, doesn’t exclude that these may be in-
cluded in the schedule of World Cup stages, the 
world championships and Olympiad, “At the re-
cent World Championship, we saw team compe-
titions included in the Olympic programme, they 
began with the same test competitions in 2009 at 
the World Cup stage in China. It’s not impossi-
ble that if synchro jumps show good results, they 
will find themselves in a similar situation.”

Meanwhile, Belarusian aerials — Anton 
Kushnir and Artem Bashlakov — have won in 
the first tournament on synchro jumps in aerial 
skiing, held at Raubichi Sports Complex.

Sixty of the best athletes took part in the 
World Cup stage programme, including the 
world champion, Alexandra Romanovskaya of 
Belarus and Olympic champion Anton Kushnir.

Unfortunately, the Belarusians didn’t take part 
in the final women’s tournament, failing to quali-
fy. However, Belarusian aerial Anton Kushnir was 
pleased with his jump, which brought him a silver 
medal at the home stage of the Freestyle World 
Cup. One of the leaders of our team revealed he 
hoped to take first place in the super-finals, but his 
rivals were also strong. “I made the jump in the 
decisive attempt well, without serious mistakes. 
However, Russian sportsman Maxim Burov per-
formed confidently throughout the whole season 
and in Raubichi he showed his skill, taking gold. 
Nevertheless, we were not left without a medal, de-
spite the tough competition,” notes Anton Kushnir.

Anton  
Kushnir’s jump

Bronze medal in mixed relay

Irina Krivko’s silver in the pursuit race
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1st Floristicplanet Belarus Flower Cup held at National Beauty School in Minsk

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM 
OF BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 1st March. Collection of Singer  
Lidia Ruslanova
Until 3rd March. Picturesque Melodies
Until 10th March. Boris Grebenshchikov’s 
Totems of Zimogors
Until 17th March. Discovery of the Genuine

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 18th March. Sacral Culture of Belaru-
sian Roman Catholic Churches

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 15th March. Manifest of Republic
Until 7th April. Fantasy Land

GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR HISTORY 
MUSEUM
8 Pobediteley Avenue
Until 31st March. Echo of Fiery Mountains: 
Afghanistan

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 3rd March. Exhibition of Georgy 
Poplavsky (1931-2017): A Day Lasts Longer 
Than a Century…

LOSHITSA ESTATE
8-2 Chizhevskikh Lane
Until 17th March. Beauty of Southern 
Kurzeme
Until 31st March. Circle of Time

NATIONAL CENTRE 
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
47 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 3rd March. Family

MAXIM BOGDANOVICH 
LITERARY MUSEUM
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 6th March. Circle of the Year

NATIONAL CENTRE 
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 23rd March. Marco Antonio Lillo. Glad 
to Meet You

TROITSKY SUBURB
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 3rd March. Birds in Winter
Until 7th April. Insects and More

NATURE AND ECOLOGY 
MUSEUM OF BELARUS
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 28th February. Dangerous Beauty
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Contest of the week

BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
28.02. Eugene Onegin
02.03. Young Stars of World Opera
03 and 06.03. The Nutcracker
03.03. Nights with Serenade Quintet
05.03. Salome
06.03. Winterreise
07.03. To Dear Women

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
28.02. Circle of Love
01.03. OblomОFF; He and She
02.03. Taming of the Shrew
03.03. The Fourth Planet
05.03. Red Hot Mamas 
06.03. How to Become Rich
07.03. Russia-Style Cabbage

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
28.02. Harvest; Tolerance
01.03. School of Taxpayers; Radio Prudok
02.03. Shabany
02 and 03.03. Paulinka
03.03. The Government Inspector
05.03. Elza’s Land; Pinsk Gentry
06.03. Jeweller’s Jubilee
07.03. Kolyady Night 

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
28.02. No One Ever Said Life Would Be 
Easy
01.03. Robbery at Midnight
02.03. The Battlefield 
03.03. Even a Wise Man Stumbles
04.03. At the Same Place, Next Year…
05.03. Mechanical Man
06.03. An Unnamed Star
07.02. Abduction of Yelena

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
28.02. Medea Syndrome
01.03. If There’s No Tomorrow...
02 and 03.03. Doctor Raus’ Career
03.03. Quiet Rustle of Leaving Steps
05.03. Concrete
06.03. Ticket for Brest Train
07.03. Adam’s Jokes

MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
28.02. Wolf and Sheep
01.03. Bazarov
02.03. Handy Was Silent on Saturday
02 and 03.03. Phoenix Bird Returns Home
03.03. The Elder Son
06.03. I Want Your Husband
07.03. Jane Eyre
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