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Ancient custom acquires new 
life due to young performers

The traditional Kolyady ‘Kury’ custom has been restored 
and is actively celebrated in the Mogilev Region’s Klichev 
District, involving children from age six to fourteen
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By Oleg Bogomazov

This summer,  Belarus 
is hosting the 2nd European 
Games, while in 2021 along 
with Latvia, we’ll welcome 
another IIHF World Champi-
onship. One more event was 
added to the list of forthcom-
ing large-scale competitions. A 
contract was signed between 
our Republic and the World 
Chess Federation (FIDE) for 
the 2022 World Chess Olympi-
ad in Minsk, as well as the ac-
companying events: the FIDE 
Women’s World Championship 
in 2020, the FIDE Men’s World 
Championship in 2021 and the 
FIDE Congress in 2022.

Addressing Arkady Dvork-
ovich, the President said, “I met 
with the former head of the fed-
eration several times and knew 
him well. We discussed the de-
velopment of chess in Belarus 
as a matter of interest to us both. 
I have versatile interests: any 
sport is important for me, from 
ice hockey and figure skating to 
chess. Moreover, Belarus is a 
country with strong chess tra-

ditions. I have also seen recent 
progress in the sport here, so our 
meeting is very timely.”

During the meeting, the 
Head of State congratulated 
Mr. Dvorkovich on his election 
at the FIDE General Assembly 
in October 2018, as the Presi-
dent of the World Chess Fed-
eration. At the same session, 
Anastasia Sorokina, the Chair 
of the Belarusian Chess Fed-
eration, was elected as FIDE 
Vice-President, with an abso-
lute majority.

According to Mr. Dvork-
ovich, the World Chess Feder-
ation plans to reform its work 
to ensure the development of 
chess as a sport in the world 
in general, not only in certain 
countries. “Chess is certainly 
moving forward in Belarus, 
and the development of chess 
in schools is crucial. This 
project should be the focus 
of attention. A chess academy 
where talented children will 
be able to improve their skills 
is the next level. Profession-
al training comes later. Such 
a ladder for progress should 
be available in every country, 
and we’ll provide assistance,” 
emphasised the FIDE Presi-
dent.

Belarus could become 
an example of chess devel-
opment for other countries, 
F I D E  P r e s i d e n t  A r k a d y 
Dvorkovich told journal-
ists in the National Olympic 
Committee. Mr. Dvorkovich 
stressed that Belarus boasts 
a good chess school, “Your 
country could be an example 
for those regions where the 

sport is less developed. The 
national federation conducts 
many tournaments for young 
players, while implementing 
important chess development 
projects in secondary schools. 
The FIDE will support our 
Belarusian partners in all 
their endeavours regarding 
chess development.”

The FIDE President added, 
when choosing the host for the 
World Chess Olympiad, Be-
larus’ desire to get this major 
tournament was notable. “Your 
application in Batumi was very 
strong, qualitatively different 
from the others. As the FIDE 
Head, I’m very pleased that 
Minsk will host the Olympiad 
and the world championships 
for both men and women, 
alongside the FIDE Congress. 
We’ve signed the contract to-
day. We worked to finalise it for 
the past few months and were 
able to agree on all counts. 
At the meeting, the President 
of Belarus confirmed that all 
chess international competi-
tions will be held at the highest 
level.”

Playing to win
Issues of developing chess as a sport 
in Belarus and the organisation of 
the 45th World Chess Olympiad in 2022 were 
discussed at the meeting between the President of 
Belarus and FIDE President, Arkady Dvorkovich

By Vladimir Khromov

After meeting the President, 
the representative of Ukraine 
in the Trilateral Contact Group 
for the peaceful settlement of 
the situation in the Donetsk 
and Lugansk regions, Yevgeny 
Marchuk, told journalists that 
the Minsk negotiation venue 
facilitates the removal of mis-
trust on all sides in the issue of 
settling the conflict in Ukraine. 
He added that many are current-
ly of the opinion that the Minsk 
format has lost its efficiency. 
Nevertheless, he stressed the 
fact that the Minsk process is 
the only area where it’s possible 
to agree. The representative of 
Ukraine also noted that, along-
side military issues, the meet-
ings tackle many concrete plans 
connected with the lives of the 
population in Donbass, includ-

ing issues of water supply, the 
maintenance and repair of in-
frastructure, transport and pay-
ment of pensions. “Many aren’t 
interested in humanitarian is-
sues, but without them a settle-
ment can’t be achieved,” said 
Mr. Marchuk. “When war is un-
derway, huge mistrust appears 
between the sides. It makes it 
very difficult to agree, and more 
important that even the smallest 
agreements which have taken 
place gradually help gain trust.”

At the same time, there are 
important agreements which 
have already been realised. 
“We’ve agreed to remove rock-
et-launching artillery and major 
calibre weapons from the front-
line. God forbid if everything 
that stood on the frontline in 
2014 remains now: each side 
could be exposed to fire for as 
far as 120km in both directions. 

We’ve agreed that it shouldn’t 
be like this, though here there 
are also some problems,” said 
the representative of Ukraine.

Mr. Marchuk said that the 
meeting with the President of 
Belarus, alongside direct Bela-
rusian-Ukrainian relations, also 
tackled the situation in the east 
of Ukraine. “We exchanged 
opinions. As a member of the 
Trilateral Contact Group I out-
lined which problems exist, as 
well as very sensitive issues, 
especially those connected with 
a ceasefire along the whole 
frontline. Of course, the most 
sensitive point is the exchange 
of hostages,” he said

“As far as the working secu-
rity group is concerned, we have 
failed to remove sniper groups 

from the frontline so far. How-
ever, it’s necessary to underline 
that what has been called the 
‘Christmas Truce’ — an agree-
ment to a ceasefire which was 
agreed in late December, has 
significantly influenced the 
intensity of fire,” noted Mr. 
Marchuk.

At the recent session in 
Minsk, all sides tried again to 
reach an agreement on human-
itarian issues which primarily 
tackle the repair and restoration 
of critical infrastructure which 
ensures a normal life for many 
thousands of people in the wide 
band along the contact line. Mr. 
Marchuk explained that in line 
with the nature of similar con-
flicts it’s not enough simply to 
stop shooting at each other with 
all types off weapons; it’s also 
necessary to withdraw the mili-
tary. “It’s impossible now to do 
this along the whole frontline, 
as mistrust between the sides is 
too great.”

Speaking about the Minsk 
venue, he noted the comforta-
ble atmosphere the Belarusian 
side provided for the negotiat-
ing process. “We, the Ukrainian 
part of the contact group, feel at 
home here.”

Meanwhile, the initiative of 
the Special Representative of the 
OSCE in the Trilateral Contact 

Group, Martin Sajdik, regard-
ing the new plan for the peace-
ful settlement of the situation in 
Ukraine isn’t an item for discus-
sion at the Minsk negotiations. 
This was also noted by Yevgeny 
Marchuk, after he met the Bela-
rusian Head of State, Alexander 
Lukashenko. According to the 
TASS, in the recently published 
interview to the Austrian Kleine 
Zeitung edition, Martin Sajdik 
described the possibility of a new 
plan for the peaceful settlement 
in Donbass instead of the Minsk 
Agreements. He suggested the 
UN joins the process by send-
ing a peace mission to Ukraine 
and creating an agency for the 
restoration of the region under 
the OSCE aegis. “These are the 
personal thoughts of Mr. Sajdik. 
Neither the Minsk negotiations, 
nor the Minsk format, nor the 
Minsk agenda of the sessions 
tackles this issue,” he added.

After the negotiations, Mr. 
Sajdik underlined his commit-
ment to the Minsk Agreements. 
“Based on my three-years of ex-
perience, I want to stress once 
again my total commitment to 
the Minsk Agreements and my 
personal conviction about their 
necessity with no alternative for 
a peaceful resolution to the con-
flict in the east of Ukraine,” said 
Mr. Sajdik.

Minsk venue needs no alternative
Alexander Lukashenko, 
meets the representative of 
Ukraine in the Trilateral 
Contact Group for the 
peaceful settlement of the 
situation in the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions,  
Yevgeny Marchuk

Alexander Lukashenko 
and Vladimir Putin discuss 
Belarusian-Russian co-op-
eration and agree to a new 
meeting

The President of Belarus, 
Alexander Lukashenko, had a 
telephone conversation with the 
President of Russia, Vladimir Pu-
tin, BELTA learnt from the Press 
Service of the Belarusian lead-
er. The heads of state discussed 
the state of Belarusian-Russian 
co-operation and interaction in 
various spheres, including trade 
and the economy.

Mr. Lukashenko and Mr. 
Putin have agreed to conduct 
a meeting in the near future 
to discuss the implementation 
of agreements reached during 
previous talks in the Kremlin in 
late 2018. The presidents also 
discussed general issues of our 
bilateral relationship, including 
the greater efficiency of the ac-
tivity of the existing bilateral 
group.

Plans for 
the near 
future
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Topical issue is a priority
Information security and the work of large media 
institutions discussed at the President’s session
By Vladimir Mikhailov

The session tackled new ap-
proaches to ensuring the informa-
tion security of the state. “The is-
sue is very serious,” emphasised 
the Head of State, saying that a 
similar issue was raised during 
the telephone conversation with 
the Russian President, Vladimir 
Putin, which took place just be-
fore the session. “As far as the 
meeting is concerned, we have 
decided to discuss the issue in the 
context of our bilateral relations 
where we can work together,” 
noted Mr. Lukashenko.

The President stressed that 
information security is one of the 
most serious aspects of the coun-
try’s security in general. “I must 
say that today (and you know 

this better than anybody else) it 
has come to the forefront in the 
functioning of any state. To put 
it bluntly, conflicts never begin 
without information pressure 
and confrontation. We will ana-
lyse the issue more seriously on 
a much larger scale at the next 
session of the Security Council of 
Belarus. This is the number one 
issue on our agenda,” he asserted.

Mr. Lukashenko continued, 
“It’s important to fight for our 
principles and improve the image 
of our country. We must be able 
to counter attacks against Belarus 
especially in the mass media (and 
they come from different sides at 
different times). Information se-
curity in the context of mass me-
dia, especially the Internet, is the 
main issue,” he added.

The President paid special 
attention to efficiency. “There is 
low efficiency right now, espe-
cially with regard to measures 
against various channels, pag-
es and Internet sites. We don’t 
take enough countermeasures. 
We have more than enough spe-
cialists and experts. However, 
we don’t have a corresponding 
organisation. We must work on 
this,” he explained.

According to the Head of 
State, it’s also essential to set up 
an organisation to evaluate mass 
media ratings. This must, how-
ever, be trusted by people and, 
firstly, by the media themselves. 
Soon, a concrete proposal for the 
establishment of a new system of 
media evaluation in the country 
will be submitted, noted Natalia 

Eismont, the President’s Press 
Secretary.

The session was attended 
by representatives of the Presi-
dential Administration, heads of 
mass media and experts. Accord-
ing to the Head of the Informa-
tion and Analytical Department 
of the State Secretariat of the 
Security Council of Belarus, 
Doctor of Law, Oleg Makarov, 
it’s no accident that the session 
discussed issues of information 
security. According to him, the 
information space in the mod-
ern world is becoming denser; 
there’s confrontation at all levels. 
We must build our own security 
systems that will protect the state 
and citizens from the influence 
of destructive and false informa-
tion at all levels, be it the level 

of state, person, or age groups. 
In this regard, the major issue is 
the analysis of information flow. 
Therefore, it’s essential to set up 
or structure institutes and collect 
together experts who can find 
and counteract such threats.

“At the current session, the 
Head of State decided to set up 
a special structure for research 
and analysis. It could embark 
on this work, which is to reveal 
and monitor information flows, 
risks and points of tension which 
we must respond to and take 
into consideration in the forma-
tion of state policy,” noted Mr. 
Makarov.

The expert believes it’s nec-
essary interpret these issues to 
realise what is going on in the 
external and internal space.

By Alexey Fedosov

“We must improve and 
build on what we already have 
without dismantling anything,” 
commented Mr. Lukashenko, 
receiving the report on the pros-
pects for the development of the 
national education system.

At the same time, the Pres-
ident did not exclude the pos-
sibility of giving up on certain 
aspects of the system to improve 
education in schools and univer-
sities. “If we realise that we must 
stop using a certain approach, we 
must do it resolutely. The main 
issue in education (and in the 
economy and other fields in gen-
eral) is that we often understand 
that we must do something but 
postpone the process because of 
red tape. As a result, we don’t 
accomplish anything, we try 
to introduce cutting-edge prac-
tices, but we don’t understand 
that there are no foundations 

for these innovations,” said the 
Head of State.

Mr.  Lukashenko a l so 
pointed out that he has given 
instructions to improve prac-
tice-oriented training, reduce 
the periods of training at certain 
universities and update educa-
tional programmes and books. 
He also demanded an optimal 
number of students in universi-
ties; however, he explained that 
this instruction should not affect 
the export of educational servic-
es which brings a lot of money 
to the country. The Ministry of 
Education alone has managed 
to earn $35m. “The system of 
Belarusian education is in great 
demand. About 25,000 people 
from 108 countries study in Be-
larus, which is great,” noted the 
President.

Mr. Lukashenko also warned 
that the issue of export of edu-
cational services is under his 
control and told those in attend-

ance about the recent inquiry 
into study for foreign students in 
Grodno: we could have received 
considerable amounts of money, 
but the issue got bogged down, 
as there was a lack of hostels to 
accommodate foreign students. 
“They have now begun to build 
them,” he said.

He also spoke about bach-
elor and master’s degree pro-
grammes. In his opinion, a stu-
dent should leave university as a 
qualified specialist, not just with 
basic skills and knowledge. 
“I’m not against master’s de-
grees, but only the most talented 
and interested people willing to 
continue their education, work 
in science and teaching should 
take them.”

As far as the salaries of 
teachers are concerned, the Pres-
ident believes that these have 
been already brought to an ac-
ceptable level. “Nothing can be 
done without a teacher: either 

today or tomorrow,” he asserted, 
instructing that special atten-
tion is paid to the preparation of 
teaching staff.

As far as private and state 
universities are concerned, the 
President noted that this is only a 
form of ownership, while equal 
requirements should be applied 
to all of them. “We aren’t against 
private universities, but they 
must operate in line with those 
owned by the state. It’s necessary 
to observe the standards we cur-
rently have in Belarus,” he said.

The session also tackled the 
conducting of exams after grad-
uating from school and central-
ised testing when entering a uni-
versity. The President received 
reports about the modernisation 
of school programmes and new 
textbooks, careers education in 
high schools, the preparation of 
specialists with higher education 
and implementation of the state 
youth policy.

Lessons that should be learnt
System of education can and should be improved in the country

By Alexander Pimenov

Secretary General of the 
World Tourism Organisa-
tion plans to visit Belarus 
in June

The Secretary General of 
the World Tourism Organisation 
(UNWTO), Zurab Pololikash-
vili, will arrive in Belarus as 
part of the 2nd European Games 
in late June. He confirmed his 
intention as he met the Belaru-
sian Ambassador to France and 
Spain (on concurrent), Belarus’ 
Permanent Representative to 
the UNWTO, Pavel Latushko. 
Mr. Pololikashvili also wel-
comed the changes in Belarus’ 
visa regulations aimed at further 
liberalisation of visa rules for 
foreigners. In this respect, Mr. 
Latushko noted that the number 
of tourists who visited Belarus 
in 2018 increased significantly 
over 2017.

The parties have also dis-
cussed the areas of further 
co-operation between Belarus 
and the World Tourism Organ-
isation. In particular, the UN-
WTO Secretary General sug-
gested holding an international 
event on agro-eco-tourism in 
Belarus in 2020, taking into 
account Belarus’ experience in 
this area. Mr. Latushko thanked 
Mr. Pololikashvili for the prac-
tical expert help of UNWTO 
experts in developing tourism 
in Belarus. Belarus’ Permanent 
Representative to the UNWTO 
also informed the UNWTO 
Head that Belarus participated, 
for the second time in a row, 
in a major tourism exhibition, 
FITUR.

During the meeting the offi-
cials have also agreed to devel-
op a roadmap of collaboration 
between Belarus and the World 
Tourism Organisation.

Focus made 
on roadmap 
in the sphere 
of tourism



4
The Minsk Times

Thursday
February 7

2019

EC
O

N
O

M
Y

By Alexey Fedosov

The Currency.com plat-
form will issue over 10,000 
tokenised assets. Every token 
matches the base market value 
of conventional financial in-
struments (securities, indexes, 
raw materials). Users will be 
able to buy these tokens using 
crypto-currencies (bitcoin or 
Ethereum) or fiat currencies. 
Capital.com, an investment 

company regulated by FCA 
and CySEC, is the technolog-
ical partner for Currency.com.

According to Currency.
com CEO, Ivan Gowan, this 
revolutionary blockchain pro-
ject has given crypto-investors 
an alternative for diversifying 
their portfolio through invest-
ing in conventional assets 
without having to exchange 
crypto-currencies for fiat 
money. “Currency.com offers 

and guarantees to its users 
protection from potential risks 
and fraud in addition to fully 
transparent transactions and 
the observance of all standards 
set by the Belarusian legisla-
tion on crypto-currencies,” he 
added.

The project was financed 
by Larnabel Ventures and VP 
Capital. The Larnabel Ventures 
founder, Said Gutseriev, noted 
that Currency.com uses inno-

vative technologies to offer 
access to conventional stock 
markets to crypto-investors. 
“Thanks to the forward-think-
ing Decree ‘On the Develop-
ment of Digital Economy,’ 
Belarus is becoming one of 
the most promising countries 
with regard to blockchain tech-
nologies and a world leader in 
developing special legislation 
catering to crypto-industry,” he 
said.

Belarus has 
considerable 
interest in 
joining the 
World Trade 
Organization 
and plans 
to continue 
corresponding 
negotiations 
with trade 
partners in the 
near future

By Olga Korneeva

Belarus’ First Deputy For-
eign Minister, Andrei Yevdo-
chenko, told journalists, “Our 
interest remains high. The WTO 
brings together all the major 
trading partners of Belarus. In 
the last two years we’ve sig-
nificantly stepped up the nego-
tiation process. We’ve already 
completed negotiations with 
approximately twenty trading 
partners and are yet to do so 
with some 5 to 6 countries who 
are the most difficult partners. 
We are set to hold another round 
of negotiations in Geneva in 
February, alongside a meeting 
of the working party on the ac-
cession of Belarus to the WTO.”

At present, the WTO is in 
the middle of the reforming 
process. Some say that the or-
ganisation has become useless 
and ineffective. “I would not 
agree. The WTO is undergoing 
a process of optimisation and 
reorganisation to shed outdat-
ed functions and increase su-
pervision of the fulfilment of 
commitments by the member 
states,” noted the diplomat.

Mr. Yevdochenko expressed 
confidence that rumours about 
the WTO’s demise are exag-
gerated. “If this organisation 
is modernised to match mod-
ern economic trends, then its 
weight and role in global trade 
will increase. That’s why Be-
larus needs to be part of it, in 
order to discuss international 
trade issues. We have certain 
economic interests and would 
like to promote them at inter-
national level especially in such 
an important organisation as the 
WTO,” summed up the First 
Deputy Foreign Minister.

First stock exchange in focus

By Vladimir Velikhov

The first 292km-long oil 
product pipeline in Belarus has 
been commissioned. It enables 
the delivery of diesel fuel and 
gasoline from the Naftan Oil 
Refinery to Belorusneft’s oil 
product storage facilities in the 
Vitebsk Region’s Krulevsh-
chizna and Minsk Region’s 
Fanipol.

Its first section connect-
ed Novopolotsk-based Naftan 
and a petroleum tank farm in 
Krulevshchizna in early 2017. 
The second section of the pipe-

line will allow transporting of 
oil products to the central part of 
the country — Belarus’ largest 
petroleum tank farm in Fanipol. 
It will allow delivery of up to 
1 million tonnes of automobile 
fuel per annum to the Minsk Re-
gion.

The project has been im-
plemented by Polotsktransneft 
Druzhba JSC. Running the oil 
product pipeline is a new type 
of business for the company. 
The total value of the investment 
project exceeds Br70m. Accord-
ing to estimates, the money is 
expected to be recouped within 

5-7 years.
Vladimir Sizov, Deputy 

Chairman of Belneftekhim Con-
cern, noted that the first oil prod-
uct pipeline is a strategic project 
for the entire industry because it 
allows transporting fuel fast and 
at minimal cost. Furthermore, 
the petroleum tank farm in Fan-
ipol can provide fuel not only to 
Minsk and the region but also to 
some parts of the Brest, Grodno 
and Mogilev regions.

Sergey Kamornikov, Deputy 
Director General of Belorusneft, 
said that the cost of pumping fuel 
from Novopolotsk to Fanipol via 

the oil product pipeline is rough-
ly 25 percent lower than the cost 
of delivering fuel by rail.

Responding to a question 
about plans to design further 
such installations in the future, 
Mr. Kamornikov replied that the 
possibility of building the so-
called southern oil product pipe-
line — from Mozyr Oil Refinery 
towards Poland via petroleum 
tank farms in Pinsk, Kobrin, and 
Bernady-Priluki — had been 
long discussed, however, no fi-
nal decision has been made. A 
return on investment study is 
currently being undertaken.

Strategic project 
for the industry
Belarus has launched its first main 292km-long oil 
product pipeline from Novopolotsk to Fanipol

Promoting 
interests 
within  
the WTO

Currency.com  
Company 
launched first in 
Belarus regulated 
fully-functional 
trade platform 
for tokenised 
exchange assets, 
with the project 
enabling trade 
and investment in 
traditional financial 
instruments with 
the use of crypto-
currencies Stock exchange for crypto-currency is a completely new approach



5
The Minsk Times
Thursday
February 7
2019

By Vladimir Yakovlev 

The Chairman of the State 
Science and Technology Com-
mittee of Belarus, Alexan-
der Shumilin, who gave the 
awards, named this develop-
ment among the most signifi-
cant of recent years. We man-
aged to convince ourselves of 
its importance: by the end of 
the ceremony, the atmosphere 
in the hall was thick. It was 
high time to switch on the eco-
logical sensor control for the 
premises, developed by Dy-
usmikeev and his team. This 
small cube, each facet of which 
represents a solar electric pan-
el (being independent from the 
socket), automatically analy-
ses the air in the room across 
eight important parameters: for 
the content of carbon dioxide, 
dust, harmful organic com-
pounds and smoke, while also 
measuring levels of light, vi-
bration, noise, electromagnet-
ic emissions, temperature and 
humidity. It compares this data 
with health-based exposure 
limits and, if necessary, one 
need to open a small window, 
shut down a heating valve or 
switch on artificial ventilation. 

“Undoubtedly, these ac-
tions can be automated,” ex-
plains Mr. Dyusmikeev. “For 
example, we were invited to 
conduct monitoring of the 
ecological situation and to test 
corresponding engineering 
equipment in a Munich gym-
nasium. We plan to study the 
ways our instrument can be 
used, as our motto is to ensure 
the comfort and security of the 
environment where people live 
and work.” 

The innovation has already 
aroused practical interest in 
Lithuania, France and Ger-
many, as well as in a num-
ber of other European states, 
where pilot samples of the 
device have been sent. With-
in a short period of time, the 
first few thousand Euros were 
transferred to the accounts of 
the Belarusian company, Vita 
Link, registered by Mr. Dyus-
mikeev for the development 
and commercial promotion of 
the multi-sensor. In this way, 

innovation transforms into a 
profitable business. 

How did the original in-
novation happen? The chief 
accountant of the controlling 
company was constantly com-
plaining about either drafts 
or stuffiness, or the cold, and 
wanted everything set within 
comfortable limits. However, 
a typical situation sees most 
complex engineering systems 
that maintain micro-climates 

used incorrectly. For instance, 
in kindergartens there are 
sometimes beautiful curtains 
and flowers on the window 
sills which halve the lighting in 
the room where children draw, 
learn to read and play (com-
pared to norms). 

It seems however, that 
Andrey Dyusmikeev’s fate 
allowed him to understand 
an ecological problem — not 
evident to many — and find 

ways to solve it, “I have been 
a mathematician since child-
hood and am likely to remain 
so. I graduated from the Be-
larusian State University’s 
Applied Mathematics Faculty. 
Then I studied in Germany 
and China and became a spe-
cialist, applying renewable 
energy sources, alongside a 
national expert of the UN De-
velopment Programme in Be-
larus. I’ve even built a house 

where I implemented many 
ecological innovations: solar 
batteries and collectors, heat 
pumps... Generally speaking, 
I’m a professional innovation 
entrepreneur, and the ‘Djinn’ 
multi-sensor is one of my busi-
nesses.” 

Like most start-ups, this 
can’t be done alone. Andrey 
Dyusmikeev introduces us to 
his team, “Chief engineer,” 
says 26-year-old Ilya and 
stretches out his hand. There 
are also hardware engineers 
Artem and Mikhail, as well as 
a doctor (currently a student) 
Tanya, who has done a huge 
amount of work collecting 
the health-based limits in the 
countries which are potential 
buyers of the multi-sensor. 
Belarusian private enterprises 
assemble the device from spare 
parts, which arrive from vari-
ous corners of the world. The 
firm tests it and prepares it for 
sale. In general, the hardware 
accounts for 30 percent of the 
item’s cost, while the software 
comprises 50 percent and the 
remaining 20 percent is know-
how created by Belarusian in-
novators. 

“I have worked in various 
countries and can reliably say 
that so-called free entrepre-
neurship exists nowhere,” Mr. 
Dyusmikeev replied, when I 
asked him how he assessed Be-
larusian conditions. “However, 
if I’m here, it means that it’s an 
optimal place for living and do-
ing business. We were recently 
invited to the High-Tech Park’s 
start-up hub, where there are 
special privileges for arrange-
ment. However, the most im-
portant thing is that we’ve es-
tablished close ties with other 
resident companies.” 

Being asked on whether 
one should borrow money for 
the first steps in a business, 
Mr. Dyusmikeev smiles, “If 
my wife goes out of the house 
and sees that there’s no car, it 
means that I’ve sold it to start 
another business. Then I earn 
money and buy a new car, so 
the prize for the victory in 
the contest is very timely, and 
we’ll direct it to the patenting 
of our developments.” 
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We got to know Andrey 
Dyusmikeev during the summing up 
of the results of the 2018 National 

Contest of Innovative Projects, 
where his multi-sensor ‘Djinn’ 

was recognised first in the ‘Best 
Innovative Project’ category 

Letting the 
djinn out  

of the bottle

Andrey Dyusmikeev presents his team’s development            

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Solemn opening ceremony 
of the Year of Education 
of Belarus in China takes 
place at the Dalian Univer-
sity of Technology in the 
Liaoning Province

During the event, Bela-
rus’ Education Minister, Igor 
Karpenko, and Vice Minister 
of Education of China, Tian 
Xuejun, opened a Centre of Be-

larusian Studies at the Dalian 
University of Technology. The 
Minister met Belarusian stu-
dents who study in the Liaon-
ing Province and donated text 
books and national symbols of 
the country to the centre.

During the opening cere-
mony of the Year of Education 
of Belarus in China, documents 
were also signed on co-opera-
tion between the educational 
institutions of the two states. 

After the official events end-
ed, their participants visited 
the thematic photo exhibition, 
Wonderful Belarus. Moreover, 
a conference took place in the 
university tackling the pros-
pects for development of Bela-
rusian-Chinese relations in the 

sphere of education.
Igor Karpenko and the Be-

larusian Ambassador to China, 
Kirill Rudy, also held negoti-
ations with the leadership of 
the Education Ministry of the 
People’s Republic of China of 
the Liaoning Province. The two 

sides discussed a plan of events 
for the Year of Education, the 
conduct of another session of 
the joint commission on edu-
cation this May in Belarus and 
the activation of co-operation 
between the Liaoning Province 
and the Brest Region.

Centre of 
Belarusian 

studies opens 
in China

Meeting of Chinese and Belarusian partners
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The new book Belaru-
sian Scientists, Researchers 
and Inventors in the Sphere 
of Technical and Natural 
Sciences describes approx-
imately a hundred of our 
fellow countrymen who, in 
various centuries, glorified 
their names in science and in-
ventiveness. The book is di-
vided into thematic sections: 
‘Astronomy and Space’, 
‘Soil Science and Agrono-
my’, ‘Physics’, ‘Geography 
and Geology’, ‘Chemistry’, 
‘Biology’, ‘Shipbuilding’, 
‘Mathematics’, ‘Medicine’, 
‘Psychology’ and ‘Inventors’. 
It contains photos of almost 
every scientist, as well as illus-
trations depicting their inven-
tions. Where it wasn’t possible 
to find the necessary photos, 
information about them is ac-
companied by shots of educa-
tional establishments in various 
countries with which the name 
of the researcher from Belarus 
is connected.

The edition represents 
names which are known to 
the wider public, as well as 

those about whom little is 
written. These include astron-
omer and researcher Mikhail 
Glushnevich, who was born 
in Slutsk, and world-famous 
astronomer Vitold Tserasky, 
who discovered night lumi-
nous, so-called silver clouds. 
It also tells us about a unique 
person, physicist Nikolay 
Yastrzhembsky. He was born 
in the Rechitsa District and 
was the first developer and 
populariser of the theory of 
the resistance of materials, 
while also publishing a text-
book in this area. Further-
more, Sigizmund Florenty 
Vrublevsky was also an inter-
esting personality, studying 
extremely low temperatures; 
he was also an honorary 
member of the Society of 
Physics and Natural History 
in Geneva and the Academy 
of Sciences in Vilno.

Historians have been 
working on this book for 
more than two years, in ar-
chives and libraries. The 
unique, 180-page edition was 
released with a circulation of 
100 copies, immediately be-
coming a bibliographic rarity. 
The book targets a wide range 
of readers.

“Our task was to inspire 
interest towards scientists 
and to lay the foundation for 
further research. Undoubted-
ly, we historians are not able 
to competently explain math-
ematics, for example, but 
we’d like people know our 
scientists who worked in the 
18th and 19th century,” says 
historian Victor Khadanenak.

In icy weather, the number 
of street injuries increases, in-
cluding bruises, dislocations 
and fractures. The doctors say 
that on days like this, the num-
ber of patients increases two-
fold. Ice is especially dangerous 
for the elderly as it can lead to 
a fracture of the femoral neck 
which is difficult to treat and 
requires a long recovery. If you 
are not very confident walking, 
it is better to carry a stick or um-
brella as an additional support.

So as not to join the list of 
those injured, it’s necessary to 
observe certain rules. Pay atten-
tion to your shoes by choosing 
non-slip shoes with microporous 
soles. The fashion conscious are 
advised to put their high heels 
away. Watch your step and try 
to avoid dangerous places. If it’s 
impossible to avoid an icy patch, 
then cross it like a skier, with 

short sliding steps. Be careful on 
the road: take your time and do 
not run. Try to avoid steep slopes. 
It’s important to step with the full 
weight of your feet and slight-
ly relax your knees. The hands 

should be free. Try not to wear 
heavy bags or walk with your 
hands in your pockets as it in-
creases the risk of falling. If you 
slip, try to sit down to lower the 
height of the fall and roll to ‘sof-

ten’ the fall. Don’t try to save the 
things you have in your hands or 
rush to get up. Examine your-
self carefully to see whether 
you have any injuries and ask 
passers-by to help.

When falling, a person in-
stinctively puts their hands in 
front of their body and often 
there are fractures or disloca-
tions of the wrist or forearm. 
Legs are often affected, espe-
cially knees and ankles. If a 
person falls on their back, then 
there is a high risk of spinal 
injury or even a fracture of the 
skull.

First aid in such cases 
should be guided by the prin-
ciple of ‘work from the worst 
point’  —  because the person 
may have a potential fracture.

The most important thing 
is to immobilise the limb. 
However, you should never 
try to straighten an arm or a 
leg or correct a dislocation as 
this could cause harm. For ex-
ample, if a person injures their 
hand, they instinctively press 
it to their body where it can 
be fixed in place using a scarf 
or similar.

We are particularly appreci-
ated abroad for our readiness to 
come to help. Two projects for 
the country, which involve Be-
larusian rescue teams, include 
the delivery of humanitarian 
cargoes and fire extinguishing 
in eco-systems. The Minister 
for Emergency Situations of 
Belarus, General-Lieutenant, 
Vladimir Vashchenko, believes 
that work won’t stop this year, 
“Upon the instruction of the 
Head of State, before the new 
year, humanitarian cargo was 
delivered to Syria for the fourth 
time: technology, quarry ma-
chinery, buses, food products, 
school furniture and others,” 

explains Mr. Vashchenko. “It’s 
planned that everything will be 
delivered to Latakia in Febru-
ary... As far as forest fire extin-
guishing is concerned, regularly, 
from April to late October, we 
work in Turkey, and the coun-
try’s leadership have already 
requested that we once again 
involve our rescuers. Moreover, 
negotiations with Greece are 
also underway.”

The Minister stresses that 
our rescue teams’ work abroad 
is not to the detriment of our 
own country. Capacities are 
being constantly expanded, for 
example, such a promising in-
novation as an unmanned aerial 

vehicle with a flying range of up 
to 300km will soon begin its ser-
vice in the Emergency Ministry.

“We can use it to monitor 
forest fires,” explains Mr. Vash-
chenko. “It will be cheaper than 
using an aircraft or a helicopter. 
However, traditional monitoring 
with the help of a helicopter will 
also remain, because in this case 
we would have an opportunity to 
immediately start a fire-fighting 
operation.”

In 2017, the Ministry for 
Emergency Situations abolished 
inspections of small and medi-
um-sized businesses, turning 
from a supervision body into a 
consultative one.

By Tatiana Zhukova,  
doctor of the highest category, 
Candidate of Medical Sciences

Beware of ice, and alert in winter
What precautions should we 

take in the changeable winter 
icy weather? What is the first aid 

procedure for falls? 

A. Petrov, Slonim

Book about 
Belarusian 
scientists 
from 
the 17th-20th 
century 
released
By Vladimir Mikhailov

By Dmitry Ampilov

Drone is certainly to 
become rescuers’ friend
Soon the Ministry for Emergency Situations 
of Belarus will acquire an unmanned aerial 
vehicle, able to fly up to 300 kilometres  

Unmanned aerial vehicle will help monitor fires in forests

A D V I C E  F R O M  D R .  Z H U K O V A 

Stories appeared 
about outstanding 
fellow countrymen
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By Svetlana Markova

Visit the Princess and 
look for black pearls 

One of the most unique 
sights of the city is the man-
sion of  the Meshchersky 
princes. This house, with 
its mezzanine storey, is the 
only surviving wooden ar-
chitectural monument in the 
pseudo-Russian style in Bela-
rus. In 1867, Prince Nikolay 
Meshchersky built it for his 
daughter Maria, who was the 
only mistress until the Octo-
ber Revolution. 

Externally, the building 
has remained almost  un-
changed for a half of a cen-
tury: there is even carved 
latticework remaining on the 
pediment. However, the inte-
rior is decayed and the staff 
of the local History Museum 
— which has been housed 
next to the mansion for three 
decades — have recreated the 
interior of the Princess’ tea 
room. They are gradually col-
lecting information about the 
owner of the house. 

Many legends are con-
nected with the Meshchersky 
family. One of them tells of 
how a family member hid a 
chest of jewels on the estate. 
Up to now, nobody has found 
the treasure, which holds not 
only gold and diamonds but 
also black pearls.  
 
To learn about the Belaru-
sian President of Hawaii 

Villagers of Sudzily of 
the Klimovichi District will 
be happy to tell anyone that 
the world-famous scientist 
and revolutionary, ‘Dr. Rus-
sell’, was born here. There are 
many namesakes of Nikolay 
Sudzilovsky who, in 1900, 
became the head of the gov-
ernment of Hawaii.

The islands became a part 
of the United States and he 
created his own party, along-
side the Republicans and 
Democrats, to participate in 
the voting. As a result, he was 
elected to the local Senate and 
became the President. 

In Sudzily, you can learn 
about  ancient  household 
items, utensils, ceramics and 
clothing stored in the home 
collection of the local histo-
rian, Alexander Galkovsky. 
The enthusiast also collects 
ancient legends, stories and 
beliefs of the Belarusian-Rus-
sian border. 

To read Stalin’s telegram 
It is noteworthy that the 

Generalissimo of the Soviet 
Union addressed his message 
to the priest of the Klimovichi 
Cathedral of St. Michael, Pi-
otr Makarov, and church elder 
Dadyko. 

The church was built a 
century and a half ago. The 
cross-shaped building with 
a semi-circular apse and a 
three-tiered bell tower is an 

architectural monument from 
the Late Classical period. The 
facades are decorated with 
stucco arches and flat niches. 
In the 1930s, it was closed, but 
during the war, services were 
once again held. On Febru-
ary 18th 1944, a government 
message from Stalin was sent 
there. In it, he thanked the 
ministers of the church and 
all the citizens who collected 
money and items for wound-
ed veterans. 

To search for an under-
ground library 

In the early 18th century, 
there was a Dominican mon-
astery in Klimovichi. Its ex-
act location is unknown but, 
according to one version, a 
prison was built on its foun-
dation. Old-timers recall a 
legend that during the repair 
in 1897, the floor collapsed 
in one of the cells and work-
ers saw a large room with oak 
cabinets and shelves, com-

pletely filled with books. It is 
said that the prison officials 
were afraid of the extraordi-
nary find and ordered it to be 
filled with rubble and cement. 

In 1913, a teacher of the 
Klimovichi men’s gymnasi-
um — Sergey Yaroslavtsev — 
tried to find the underground 
library. He went down into 
the basement and saw a brick 
vault and a narrow corridor 
with a door behind it; Sergey 
was unable to open it and 
hoped to find another secret 
passage but was not allowed 
to continue his exploration. 
The valuable monastic tomes 
were also searched for in So-
viet times, but all attempts 
failed.

Some still hope to get con-
firmation of the legend of the 
Dominicans’ storage rooms 
and underground labyrinth. 
The editorial office of a dis-
trict newspaper is now situat-
ed in the historic building.  

To see the Golden Bee
There are lime, oak and jas-

mine alleys here. The park in 
the centre of Klimovichi was 
laid in the late 19th century 
and it’s now a real heart of the 
city. It has terraces with wild 
grapes, carved benches and the 
unique Lombardy poplar. The 
locals are so fond of walking 
here that the park was named 
‘The Boulevard’ a century ago. 

It’s a favourite place of 
recreation for Klimovichi 
residents. It has the Alley of 
Heroes and a monument in 
the form of an Su-9 airplane. 
However, it really comes to 
life in the first days of sum-
mer, when participants of the 
famous international festival 
of children’s creativity — The 
Golden Bee — is held. The 
whole city is then filled with 
singing and dancing.

Where the park is called 
The Boulevard by locals
Five  
reasons 
to go to 
Klimovichi

The manor house of the Meshchersky princes is 150 years old; it miraculously survived the war

Alexander Galkovsky is a passionate collector of antiquity and connoisseur of folklore

* 344km separate 
Minsk and Klimovichi, 
which takes about 4.5 
hours of driving.  
• Direct bus (the ticket 
costs Br17) and rail-
way (Br11) routes take 
travellers from Minsk 
to the city. 
* Accommodation in 
a hotel or farmstead 
costs approx. Br30 per 
night.  

H E L P  F O R 
T O U R I S T S

At the Golden Bee Festival
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Inves tors  th inking of 
chasing a rally on a trade ac-
cord through European trade 
proxies, such as Germany’s 
export-heavy DAX index or 
the continent’s luxury names, 
should probably think twice, 
analysts believe. For trouble 
could come in a lot of different 
forms.

Alicia García-Herrero, 
Chief Economist at Natixis for 
Asia Pacific, and a researcher 
at the Bruegel think-tank, is 
among those who have warned 

that a deal ‘could cost Europe 
dearly’ if China substitutes a 
large part of its European im-
ports for US goods in a bid to 
appease the Trump administra-
tion.

There is a lot at stake. Euro-
pean-listed firms expect $521bn 
in total revenue from China in 
2019, with luxury brands and 
automakers the most exposed 
sectors.

Vincent Deluard, global 
macro strategist at INTL FC-
Stone, said that in the case Chi-

na and the United States fail 
to clinch a deal, Europe could 
be flooded with cheap Chinese 
goods.

“Europe stands to lose the 
most when the truce expires on 
March 1st as China would sure-
ly dump billions of discounted 
goods on the old continent,” 
Deluard wrote.

In 2017, China exported 
goods worth 374bn Euros to 
the EU and $505bn to the Unit-
ed States.

Ano the r  d i r e  s cena r-

io sketched out by Deluard 
would be a bitter lose-lose for 
Europe and arguable win-win 
for Trump: ‘Imposing tariffs 
on European cars and reaching 
a deal with China could allow 
the Trump administration to 
claim two victories at the same 
time’.

Many investors fear the im-
mediate relief of a China-US 
deal could be swiftly followed 
by a bitter confrontation be-
tween the European Union and 
its closest ally.

Huawei 
retaliates 
against 
government 
restrictions
Tech giant Huawei threat-
ened to pull out of Western 
countries in response to 
criticism and restrictions 
placed on the business

Chairman of the Chinese 
tech giant announced that the 
company was prepared to move 
to countries that would be more 
willing to collaborate.

Huawei is a global industry 
leader in telecoms infrastruc-
ture and smartphone manu-
facturing. Several countries 
have kept the company out of 
contracts to build 5G networks 
due to concern that Huawei has 
been using their products to spy 
on the West.

US-China trade wars: 
European investors fear
While global markets would hail a trade deal between 
the United States of America and China, fears are 
growing that the European Union could be the ‘fall guy’

Materrials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

At least 21 people have 
died in one of the worst 
cold snaps to hit the US 
Midwest in decades

Ninety million people — a 
third of the US — have seen 
temperatures of -17C or below. 
Some 250 million Americans 
overall have experienced the 
‘polar vortex’ conditions.

Hospitals have been treat-
ing patients reporting frostbite 
as parts of the country ground 

to a halt. Homeless people have 
been particularly at risk, with 
warming shelters set up across 
cities. But some still braved the 
freezing conditions and one 
woman, aged 60, was found 
dead in an abandoned house in 
Lorain, Ohio. 

A hospital in Chicago has 
already treated 50 patients for 
frostbite, and some may end 
up losing a limb. Half of those 
patients were homeless individ-

uals, while others had jobs that 
required them to be outdoors.

Some people were found 
dead a short walk from their 
homes. A Michigan man who 
froze to death in his neighbour-
hood had been ‘inadequately 
dressed for the weather’.

In a wind chill of -46C an 
18-year-old student was found 
unresponsive a short walk from 
his dorm and later died in hos-
pital.

A man froze to death in a ga-
rage in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
having ‘apparently collapsed 
after shovelling snow’, accord-
ing to a medical examiner.

Dangerous roads have also 
been a factor in the deaths. A 
man was fatally struck by a 
snow plough near Chicago and 
in northern Indiana, a 22-year-
old police officer and his wife 
died after a collision on icy 
roads. Andrew Orrison, a me-
teorologist with the NWS, said 
some of the coldest wind chills 
were recorded in International 
Falls, Minnesota, at -48C. Even 
the South Pole in Antarctica 
was warmer, with an expected 
low of -31C with wind chill.

Polar vortex brings 
deadly cold snap

On average around 25,000 
people die on Europe’s 
roads each year. In addi-
tion to those fatalities, 
many more road traffic 
accident victims sustain 
life-changing injuries. A 
new EU-wide emergency 
system, named eCall, aims 
to cut those numbers.

Using Europe’s Galileo and 
EGNOS satellite services, the 
technology significantly reduc-
es the time it takes rescue crews 
to get to the scene of accidents, 
particularly in the countryside. 
For instance, it is estimated that 

eCall could speed up emergen-
cy response times by as much 
as 50 percent in rural areas.

“It’s a new safety compo-
nent of the vehicle that is au-
tomatically activated in case of 
an accident providing precise 
location for Galileo to the 112 
emergency services,” explains 
Alberto Fernández-Wytten-
bach, of the European GNSS 
Agency.

Since April last year, all 
new car types sold in the EU 
come with eCall.

New eCall system saves 
lives by saving time

Mastercard 
fined $650m 
by Europe for 
competition 
breach
The European Commis-
sion has fined Mastercard 
$650m for anti-competi-
tive behaviour

It said Mastercard had pre-
vented retailers using cheaper 
banking services outside their 
home country. Prior to 2015, 
Mastercard obliged banks re-
ceiving card payments to use 
a fee set in their home coun-
try, even if cheaper rates were 
available elsewhere in the Eu-
ropean Union.

Mastercard is the second 
biggest supplier of credit card 
services in the European mar-
ket.

The fine was reduced by 10 
percent to reflect Mastercard’s 
co-operation with the investi-
gation.
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By Venimin Mikheev

On January 24th, the Na-
tional Art Museum of Belarus 
celebrated its 80th anniversary 
with the performance of a new 
anthem, featuring laureates of 
international and Republican 
contests of the concert choir 
of Minsk State Musical Col-
lege (named after M. Glinka), 
under the leadership of Alexey 
Snitko. A memorial plaque was 
also unveiled on the museum’s 
façade.

There was also the opening 
of the exhibition, Discovery of 
the Genuine, which demon-
strates the unique achievements 
of the museum’s restorers. The 
exhibition opens up for visitors 
one of the most important are-
as of the museum’s work: the 
preservation and restoration of 
the artworks. More than six-
ty art objects are on show at 
various stages of restoration, 
from the scientific research of 
art works and those that are 
currently under repair, to com-
pletely restored objects.

“Many paintings, as well 
as other arts and crafts, have 
long remained unknown to the 
wider audience and art lovers 
due to their poor state of pres-
ervation,” notes the Director 
General of the National Art 
Museum of Belarus, Vladimir 
Prokoptsov. “The conservation 
of artefacts and restoration of 
their original form and appear-
ance allows us to fill in the gaps 
in the history of art and enrich 
our national culture.”

Such a large-scale project 
as Discovery of the Genuine, 
was prepared to coincide with 
the anniversary celebrations. It 
primarily displays artefacts re-
stored over the last two years in 
five halls. At present, two dozen 
people are working in the Na-
tional Art Museum’s restoration 
studios, returning original mag-
nificence to the masterpieces, 
with some of these pieces hav-
ing waited more than a century 
to be restored to their true glory.

Whether it’s an icon or a 
sculpture being worked on, it’s 
a true journey of discovery. At 
the end of the exhibition, the 
audience experiences a real 
surprise, when the true image 
of the famous portrait of Janusz 
Radziwiłł, familiar to many 
thanks to numerous reproduc-
tions and one of the calling 
cards of the National Art Muse-
um, is revealed.

Leningrad restorers have 
previously worked on this por-
trait of the Grand Hetman of 
Lithuania. However, as the up-
per coats of paints began to peel 

away, it soon became clear that 
the painting was not as authen-
tic as had been supposed. The 
picture was then sent to Roent-
gen, where x-rays showed an 
image of armour painted be-
neath. After clearing away the 
later layers, restorers discov-

ered a much more expressive 
style of painting (supposedly 
confirming the authorship of 
Daniel Schultz) and a com-
pletely different narrative to the 
picture. 

“The skill of those who 
worked on the picture after 

Schultz isn’t principal,” com-
ments the Head of the Scientif-
ic and Restoration Department, 
and ‘patriarch’ of Belarusian 
restoration, Arkady Shpunt. 
“It’s evident that some histori-
cal circumstance forced to con-
ceal the armour and change the 
magnate’s gesture depicted on 
the portrait. Janusz Radziwiłł 
was an unusual personality, 
connected with many political 
events of his time.”

The only part left of the 
original is his face and boots 
and the reasons which forced 
the painters of the past to 
change the picture are unknown 
to art experts so far.

At present, the National Art 
Museum is one of the richest 
museums of Eastern Europe. Its 
collection numbers more than 
30,000 exhibits and the memo-
rial plaque, solemnly opened on 
the building’s façade in 29 Karl 
Marx Street in Minsk, com-
memorates the place where, 
eighty years ago, the State Pic-
ture Gallery — the forerunner 
of the National Art Museum — 
appeared.

The State Picture Gallery 
was established on January 
24th, 1939, while in Novem-
ber 1957, the State Art Muse-
um of the BSSR opened in the 
building specially built for it 
by architect Mikhail Baklanov. 
The National Art Museum cel-
ebrates the two dates, and in the 
anniversary year, it has decided 
to celebrate from January until 
November.

At the audience’s request, 
the exhibition of portraits of 
Belarusian painters, Contem-
poraries of the 20th Century, 
will remain on display longer. 
Almost immediately, the pic-
tures of Raisa Kudrevich and 
Valeriana Zholtok welcome 
visitors as part of the exposition 
dedicated to the 100th anniver-
sary of these famous Belarusian 
female painters. “Our classical 
painters!” says Mr. Prokoptsov, 
inviting us to view the exhibi-
tion, he shares plans about the 
exhibition of Zoya Litvinova 
who will replace them and fin-
ish the jubilee year.

Annually, around 400,000 
guests visit the National Art 
Museum’s halls and the muse-
um’s anniversary projects are 
likely to increase these figures, 
which may put some pressure 
on the facilities.

Each exhibit in the museum 
is unique and special in its own 
way, for example, a 12th centu-
ry pawn carved from bone. The 
figurine of a warrior, worked 
in the most minute detail (just 
0.5cm high) and found during 
digs near the walls of Volkovy-
ssk Castle, is the smallest of the 
museum’s artefacts. The most 
grandiose exhibit is, of course, 
the Tapestry of the Century by 
Alexander Kishchenko (being 
the height of a five-storey build-
ing). This large-scale work is 
kept at the Borisov Institute 
of Decorative and Applied Art 
(named after A.M. Kishchen-
ko). Vladimir Prokoptsov has 
long dreamt of exhibiting it 
in the museum’s permanent 
exhibition, “I’m sure that the 
excitement would be no less 
than around the Mona Lisa in 
the Louvre!” It’s difficult not to 
agree that the tapestry is unique 
not only in size, but also in its 
ambitious idea of the author to 
depict all the outstanding peo-
ple of the previous century. It’s 
also almost impossible to repeat 
from a technical pint of view, 
as ancient methods were used. 
It’s a matter of honour for the 
museum to showcase the piece, 
registered in the Guinness Book 
of Records as the world’s big-
gest tapestry.

Р.S. Recently the Nation-
al Art Museum has acquired 
Michel Kikoine’s picture (pre-
viously none of our museum 
collections has had a painting 
by this artist). The work by 
the famous Gomel-born paint-
er was donated by the Bela-
rusian Embassy to the Swiss 
Confederation. The embassy 
promises that soon the muse-
um collections will be expand-
ed with two more canvases by 
one of the Paris School artists, 
born in Belarus but previous-
ly unrecognised here, Pinchus 
Kremegne. 

National Art Museum celebrates its  
jubilee with the premiere of its new anthem 

This is only  
the beginning

Vladimir Prokoptsov has much to say about the museum today

At the exhibition of rare artefacts after restoration
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By Sergey Gavritsky

The craftsman explains that it takes 
several weeks to make one guitar. This 
includes both working with the wood and 
its processing. In addition, the instrument 
must at some stage ‘rest’, as it takes some 
time for the glue and varnish to dry. ‘A 
high-quality product cannot be created 
quickly, especially when it comes to a 
musical instrument. Despite technolog-
ical progress, it involves a considerable 
amount of manual labour. That is why 
there is a soul in handmade instruments. 
A master craftsman, if he really loves the 
job, leaves a piece of himself in each of 
his creations,” says Mr. Kibin.

Andrey Kibin has realised the dream 
of his youth. He admits that since child-

hood, he has wanted to make guitars and 
has been steadily working towards his 
goal. He has no particular musical, or 
even higher education. His father inspired 
him to work with wood and, as a child, 
he made toys for himself, in addition to 
large scale models. He later tried to make 
a guitar, producing his first instrument in 
the kitchen, but now he runs a small fac-
tory in Grodno with an equally small and 
friendly team. “I can’t say the road was 
easy. We’ve learnt from our mistakes. 
Sometimes we had help from books, but 
I also had to invent many things for my-
self,” he says. 

Like any master craftsman, he has 
his own secrets and has no plans to share 
them. In gaining more experience, he re-
alised what could be done better and has 
already developed several dozen unique 
instruments and tools. Andrey mainly 
uses spruce, cedar, rosewood, beech, ma-
ple and mahogany to make guitars. De-
pending on the material used, the sound 
of the guitar will differ. Properly chosen 
wood, varnish and glue are only part of 
the perfect sound. The approach to work 
and the philosophy of the manufacturer 
matters more. It may take hours and days 
to perfect a single detail, but the final re-
sult is worth the effort. 

“Nothing would be achieved without 
the desire to constantly improve and learn 
something new. It would be wrong to 
decide that you already know how to do 
everything,” the master admits. He recalls 
how, several years ago, he learned that 
there were practically no producers of tra-
ditional dulcimers in Belarus. “I thought 
that a dulcimer would be a similar stringed 
instrument to a guitar. What was the prob-
lem? However, the first instrument disap-
pointed me: the dulcimer turned out to be 
a very serious instrument which requires 
a responsible approach and knowledge 
of many nuances,” he adds. Even special 
wood is used for classical Belarusian dul-
cimers: most often beech and spruce.

Long experience of working with 
wood has proved useful to the craftsman 
during his work on an interesting project 
restoring rare cars. Previously, even the 
most prestigious cars had many wooden 
parts. It was only in Grodno that a Mos-
cow company found the right specialist 
to restore these unique elements. As ap-
pears that not everyone is able to produce 
finishing elements or body details for a 
hundred-year-old limousine. Mr. Kibin 
says there are no two identical instru-
ments in each piece, even if they are made 
of one piece of wood. When it comes to 

professional instruments, they may differ 
constructively: a contractor orders the 
size and colour for themselves. A master 
craftsman can decorate the instrument ac-
cording to the customer’s request. Mean-
while, the shape of the head of the neck 
remains unchanged: it is a kind of mak-
er’s autograph.

At present, Mr. Kibin’s guitars are 
played by well-known Belarusian mu-
sicians: guitar players and rock artistes. 
Individual orders also come from abroad, 
for example, from the USA and Japan.

When the soul sings 
Andrey Kibin 

is a master 
craftsman 

from Grodno 
known both 

in the country 
and abroad as 
a guitar maker. 
He also makes 
the traditional 

Belarusian 
instrument, the 

dulcimer.

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Around forty works, most of which 
are in the genre of urban landscapes, re-
flect the well-known places and architec-
ture of Belarus. The author pays special 
attention to her native Gomel, reflecting 
the history of the city through the prism 
of megapolises. New ideas originate in 

the facades, familiar to urbanities, ena-
bling them to see their native places from 
a different angle. The painter also pays 
attention to other cities of Belarus, as 
well as to Jerusalem, St. Petersburg and 
Amsterdam.

The manner of Olga Kopacheva’s 
writing is interesting, with watercol-
our pieces created with architectur-
al accurateness yet peculiar for their 
tenderness of colour and airiness. The 

architectural landscapes of the painter 
are filled with internal light and the 
works are always full of fresh colours 
and sunlight, being very positive, full 
of emotion and feelings.

Urban landscapes in 
watercolour performance
Under Blue Sky 
exhibition, by 
Gomel’s painter 
and architect Olga 
Kopacheva, opens in 
the regional centre’s 
central city library

Creating guitars is delicate work

One of Olga Kopacheva’s works
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Belarus will soon welcome 
chess grandmasters  from 
around the world for several 
events. Next year, we’re host-
ing the FIDE Women’s World 
Championship, while 2021 
will see a similar competi-
tion for men. In 2022, Minsk 
will become the host city for 
both the World Chess Olym-
piad and the World Chess 
Federation (FIDE) Congress. 
The FIDE President, Arkady 
Dvorkovich, Belarus’ Minister 
of Sports and Tourism, Sergey 
Kovalchuk, and Chair of the 
Belarusian Chess Federation, 
Anastasia Sorokina, signed an 
agreement on the organisation 
of these tournaments in our 
country.

“I’m extremely pleased that 
Minsk is to host several major 
chess competitions,” said Ark-
ady Dvorkovich. “Belarus’ ap-
plication was very strong and of 
high quality compared to other 
states, so its advantage was un-
questionable. Considering our 

previous working experience 
with our Belarusian partners, 
I’m confident that everything 
will be organised at the highest 
level and I hope that the con-
duct of the tournaments will be 
a significant stimulus, as these 
large events often are, to the 
development of chess in Bela-
rus and the implementation of 
projects connected with chess 
schools and an academy.”

Agreement signed in Minsk for the 
2022 World Chess Olympiad 

By Sergey Kanashits

As soon as Anastasia 
Sorokina was appointed 
as new Chair of the Belar-
usian Chess Federation, 
Belarusian chess, having 
been lethargic for quite 
some time, was suddenly 
awakened. Last year was 
a breakthrough period for 
us in many areas, things 
changed quickly from stale-
mate into a rather exciting 
attack with an abundance 
of unexpected moves and 
clever combinations.

The year saw our country’s 
championship award in the 
history museum, a significant 
improvement in the results of 
our best young grandmaster, 
Vladislav Kovalev, Boris Gel-
fand’s return home after a long 
absence, and the emergence 
from the shadows of both the 
men’s and women’s national 
teams. There was also a whole 
range of large tournaments 
played in Minsk, the visit of 
Anatoly Karpov and Belarus 
winning the right to host the 
2022 World Chess Olympiad, as 
well as two more super-tourna-
ments planned as bonuses — the 
FIDE Women’s World Champi-
onship in 2020 and FIDE Men’s 

World Championship in 2021, 
bringing together the best grand-
masters in the world. It’s unlike-
ly that any other organisation in 
the country can boast so many 
major achievements. However, 
Anastasia Sorokina, elected in 
autumn as FIDE Vice-President, 
is not going to rest on her laurels, 
and 2019 will also bring plenty 
of surprises in the world of chess.

Other news has arrived 
from Holland, where our own 
Vladislav Kovalev created a 
small sensation at the 81st chess 
tournament in Wijk aan Zee (one 
of the oldest and most well-re-
garded in the world). He won 
the ‘B’ competition confidently, 
leaving no chance for his rivals, 
and thus ensuring a place for 
himself in the elite division for 
next year.

To fully understand the scale 
of the achievement, this January, 
such outstanding chess players 
as Magnus Carlsen, Viswana-
than Anand, Vladimir Kram-
nik, Ding Liren and Anish Giri 
were also competing for the title. 
Now, our own representative has 
joined this company.

In addition, the 17th Inter-
national Chess Festival has re-
cently finished in the Belarusian 
city of Orsha, which was even 
attended by a representative of 
Argentina, Sebastian Eshnelik. 
It is a wonderful story, since the 
young man reached his destina-
tion by hitch-hiking, covering 
half the world simply to move 
a pawn from e2 to e4. In Orsha, 
the official results of last season 
were summarised. Vladislav 
Kovalev was awarded the title 
of best chess player of 2018, 
while Olga Badelko claimed 
victory in the under-18 cate-
gory. Belarusian chess is once 
again lifting its head and it’s just 
the beginning of a very exciting 
game.

Developing an 
exciting game

By Alexander Pimenov

The mascot of the 2nd 
European Games, Fox 
Lesik, took first place in 
the mascot contest at the 
Winter Festival LTeam, held 
from February 1st-3rd, in 
Lithuanian Druskininkai

The mascots were compet-
ing across several disciplines: 
downhill skiing, skating, win-
ter football, dancing and 
winter volleyball. From the 
start of the competitions, Fox 
Lesik seized the lead and was 
ranked first after the competi-
tion. Alongside the traditional 
competitions be-
tween sporting 
p ro fes s iona l s 
and amateurs, a 
show of mascots of sport 
teams and clubs from Belarus 
and Lithuania was a feature of 

the LTeam event. Fox Lesik got 
to know all the participants of 
the 2nd European Games and 
invited them to come to Be-
larus and admire the sporting 
contests that will take place in 
Minsk in June.

Belarusian sport squads own 
mascots have been invited to the 
forum for the second time and 
were once again ready to en-

sure a good at-
mosphere for 
the festival’s 
guests.

Fox Lesik makes a  
hospitable suggestion Rivals of Belarus’ men’s 

volleyball team headed for 
the European Champion-
ship Group Stage

According to the results of 
the draw, held in Brussels, our 
neighbours in Group C will be 
the national squads of Slovenia, 
Russia, Finland, Turkey and 
Macedonia. Meanwhile, the na-
tional team of Russia claimed 
gold medals at the 2017 Euro-
pean Championship, while the 
Slovenians earned silver awards 
at the European Championship in 
2015, yet the Finns, Turkish and 
Macedonians can’t boast such 
achievements. According to the 
head coach of the Belarusian 
national team, Victor Beksha, 
there’s no need to talk about the 
‘group of death’ but his trainees 
will have to work hard, “To some 
extent, the draw could even be 
considered successful. Out of the 
significant teams, we have only 
Russia and Slovenia. We’ve of-

ten faced Turkey, both defeating 
them and losing. The Macedoni-
ans are ranked one place lower 
than Belarus, in 23rd. Despite 
four teams leaving the group, 
it’s important for us to occupy 
the highest place possible, as 
during the next stage we’ll have 
to face the squads from Group A 
— a true ‘group of death’. With 
a high probability we will play 
either Italy, France or Bulgaria in 
the 1/8 finals. However, at pres-
ent, we are now focusing simply 
on leading our group. The quali-
fication game where we defeated 
Spain for the first time, inspired 
confidence that we can face seri-
ous matches.”

The remaining groups in 
the European Championship:

Group A: France, Italy, Bul-
garia, Portugal, Greece and Ro-
mania;

Group B: Belgium, Serbia, 
Germany, Slovakia, Spain and 
Austria;

Group D: the Netherlands, 
Poland, the Czech Republic, Es-
tonia, Ukraine and Montenegro.

Four countries will be host-
ing 2019 Men’s European Vol-
leyball Championship from 
September 12th-29th: France, 
Belgium, the Netherlands and 
Slovenia. The national men’s 
squad of Belarus will play in 
Slovenia while the Belarusian 
national women’s team will face 
the national squads of Slovakia, 
Russia, Germany, Spain and 
Switzerland.

Not the worst of the draw

Pleased with 
the game

Warmly welcoming 
chess grandmasters
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Tournament in robotics — Robolab — held in Minsk, bringing together more than 700 youngsters

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM OF 
BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 1st March. Collection of Singer Lidia 
Ruslanova
Until 3rd March. Picturesque Melodies
Until 10th March. Boris Grebenshchikov’s 
Totems of Zimogors
Until 17th March. Discovery of the Genuine

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 21st February. Painting exhibition of 
the Maslennikov dynasty: A Family Album

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 15th March. Manifest of Republic
Until 7th April. Fantasy Land

LOSHITSA ESTATE
8-2 Chizhevskikh Lane
Until 17th March. Beauty of Southern 
Kurzeme
Until 31st March. Circle of Time

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 23rd February. Mark Rothko 2018: 
We’re Writing our Future Together
Until 23rd February. Exhibition of 
Vyacheslav Pavlovets: Watercolour World

LIBRA
37 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 18th February. Salvador Dali and 
Pablo Picasso

MAXIM BOGDANOVICH 
LITERARY MUSEUM
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 15th February. Adam Bogdanovich. 
Yevgeny Chirikov. Maxim Gorky: At the 
Crossroads of Fates

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street
Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

VLADISLAV GOLUBOK 
PARLOUR
14 Starovilenskaya Street
Until 17th February. Flights of Fantasy

TROITSKY SUBURB
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 3rd March. Birds in Winter
Until 7th April. Insects and More

NATURE AND ECOLOGY 
MUSEUM OF BELARUS
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 28th February. Dangerous Beauty

HIGH PLACE
2A Gertsen Street
Until 10th February. Dreams of France

BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
07.02. Romeo and Juliet
09.02. Rigoletto
10.02. La Bayadère; Visiting Opera Fairy-tale
12.02. Aida
13.02. Sonnets. Small Death. Six Dances
14.02. Pagliacci

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
07.02. Red Hot Mamas
08.02. The Fourth Planet
09.02. Tricks of Khanuma
10.02. Lady for a Day
12.02. Woe from Wit
13.02. Taming of the Shrew
14.02. Zoika’s Flat

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
07.02. Abduction of Yelena
08 and 09.02. #13
10.02. The Battlefield
11.02. The Same Place Next Year
12 and 13.02. Wolf and Sheep
14.02. An Unnamed Star

PUPPET THEATRE
20 Engels Street
14.02. Pension Belvedere

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
07.02. Pinsk Gentry; Elza’s Land
08.02. Harvest; Tolerance (Le Dieu du 
Carnage)
09 and 10.02. Kolyady Night
10.02. The Government Inspector
12.02. Local Cabaret
13.02. ART
14.02. The Evening

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
07.02. Ticket for Brest Train
08.02. Lift
09.02. Maybe?
10.02. Hunting for Oneself
12.02. Quiet Whisper of Leaving Steps
13.02. Concrete

MODERN ART THEATRE
5 Oktyabryaskaya Street
10.02. Dragon
14.02. Male Tenderness drama concert

YOUTH THEATRE
17 Kozlov Street
07.02. Vanyushin’s Children
08.02. Lesson of Love. Kosciuszko’s 
Story; Double Double
09.02. Sasha, Take away Garbage; The 
Two Worlds’ Hotel
10.02. The Bankrupt
12.02. My Husband’s New Affair
13.02. Family Weekend
14.02. Let’s Play a Happy Family

©

ISSN 1991-2978

Tournament of the week


	MT-01
	MT-02
	MT-03
	MT-04
	MT-05
	MT-06
	MT-07
	MT-08
	MT-09
	MT-10
	MT-11
	MT-12

