
Uniting faith
On May 2nd, Orthodox believers celebrated the Glorious Resurrection of Christ — Easter. This amazing, light holiday 
unites people, filling their souls with love, joy, the desire to forgive and share warmth with others.
Aleksandr Lukashenko has congratulated the Orthodox Christians of Belarus on the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of 
Christ. “For many centuries, Orthodox traditions have nurtured the hearts and souls of the Belarusian people with the saving 
truths of Christianity. They have helped us preserve our priceless treasures: love for the native land, tolerance, wisdom and 

strength of unity. May the extraordinary spirit of this holiday help us in our good deeds, bring 
peace, accord and happiness to every home,” he wished.
On Easter day, the Head of State visited the Cathedral of Sts. Cyril and Lavrentiy of Turov, in 
the Zhitkovichi District’s city of Turov.

A new resident  
of the Minsk City 
Technopark creates 
ultra-modern 
and innovative 
materials 

Nature has come  
to life and does 
well without  
people in Polesie 
Radiation and 
Ecological Reserve
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Mogilev’s Regional Centre of Culture maintains and preserves the ancient traditions of Easter. Marina Yevseva.
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The Head of State expressed the confidence that many 
of the UN’s achievements became possible thanks to the 
ability of Antonio Guterres to organise the negotiation 
process while uniting around him all those who wish to 
find optimal solutions to a number of the acute problems 
of our time.

“The aspiration of the organisation to conduct a 
dialogue on the basis of mutual respect is, undoubtedly, 
in the interests of all mankind. Belarus greatly appreciates 
your personal contribution to this work. I hope that we will 
continue our constructive and effective interaction after 
your re-election for the next term. Taking this opportuni-
ty, I would like to express Belarus’ strong support for your 
candidacy for the post of UN Secretary General,” noted 
the President.

Aleksandr Lukashenko stressed that Belarus remains 
committed to the goals of the organisation’s activities and 
confirms its readiness to develop international co-opera-
tion while maintaining the principles of sovereignty and 
non-interference in internal affairs.

Belarusian agro-industrial  
complex passed the test

By Polina Konoga,  

Dmitry Umpirovich

The past year was a real test 
for the system of world economic 
relations.

“The borders were closed 
overnight, and long-term trade 
ties were destroyed. States and 
economic unions refused to 
fulfil their obligations of mutual 
support. I don’t rule out that some 
wanted this. However, the fact 
that many took advantage of the 
situation is probably no secret to 
all present here,” underlined the 
President.

In this context, the issue 
of food security has come 
to the fore, with Aleksandr 
Lukashenko reminding those 
in attendance about the conver-
sations a year ago, “Last spring, 
there were panics worldwide: 
they didn’t know how to sow 
and grow crops, they predicted 
a shortage of food. It happened 
so…”

At the same time, the Bela-
rusian agro-industrial complex 
managed to ensure the growth 

of production of the main types 
of products, largely due to the 
so-called ‘dictatorship’. Accord-
ing to the data of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food, in 2020, 
the rate of production amounted 
to 106.9 percent, including 104.3 
percent — in animal husband-
ry and 111.2 percent — in plant 
growing. This year, the task is to 
increase production across farms 
of all categories by 2.7 percent, 
including in agricultural organi-
sations — by 3.5 percent.

Export potential
They managed to discuss a 

lot in almost three hours of the 
meeting at the Palace of Inde-
pendence: renewal of land recla-
mation, restoration of reclaimed 
lands, progress of spring sowing 
operations, availability of fertil-
isers, the depth of processing, 
meat and dairy processing. 
Specific problems of particular 
regions were high on the agen-
da... The discussion then contin-
ued in the Government, where 
the governors — together with 
the leadership of the Council of 

Ministers — had to work out 
ways of solving the tasks.

Special attention is paid to 
exports, with Deputy Prime 
Minister Aleksandr Subbotin — 
when speaking with journalists 
— indicating that the task of sell-
ing more goods to more countries 
is now coming to the fore.

Exports of agricultural 
products and food products 
in 2020 amounted to $5.8bn 
— up 4.3 percent against 
2019. Growth in foreign 
exchange earnings totalled 
$240m. Domestic products 
were supplied to 116 coun-
tries of the world (in 2019 
— to 104 states). Accord-
ing to the data for the first 
quarter of this year, foreign 
exchange earnings are $72m 
more than in the same period 
last year.

According to Mr. Subbotin, 
the situation with export supplies 
is lively and constantly changing. 
This is a question of sales diversi-
fication, “If one door closes, then 

somewhere two or three doors 
open immediately. I’m confi-
dent, and all analytical studies 
show this, that food will not lose 
its relevance. A shortage of food 
products is already beginning to 
be felt in the world and prices are 

steadily creeping up for all food-
stuffs. Therefore, we — as one of 
the main producers and suppliers 
of food in the world — no matter 
how loudly it’s said, understand 
our place and will hold on to our 
position.”

Achievements, successes, solution of problematic issues of the industry:  
Aleksandr Lukashenko held a meeting on the situation in the agricultural sector

The sowing campaign in Belarus is in full swing. The President gathered 
for a meeting on the situation in the agro-industrial complex to discuss 
the current state of affairs, as well as problematic issues and ways to 
solve them. The conversation turned out to be not just substantive; at 
some point, it even turned into a discussion. There are enough problems 
to discuss in the industry today while each region has its own character-
istics. At the same time, the agro-industrial complex demonstrates stable 
work. Aleksandr Lukashenko stressed, “Today the rise in food prices has 
exceeded 10 percent worldwide. However, at this very moment the so-
called ‘dictatorship’ and discipline — for which we are not only criticised, 
but strongly reproached — have shown their effectiveness. Thanks to the 
potential that we have created during the period of independence in the 
agricultural sector, the growth of production of the main types of prod-
ucts was ensured last year.”

Vladimir KARANIK, Chairman 
of the Grodno Regional Executive Committee:
We enjoyed an animated discussion about ap-
proaches towards the further development of agri-
culture. It’s no secret that it is possible to earn money 
from the soil. The main question is why some suc-
ceed and get good profits, while others barely avoid 
losses. Therefore, the main idea is to increase the ef-
ficiency of both agriculture and product processing: 
everything that has been grown must be processed, 
everything that has been processed must be sold. 
Each farm will have its own strategy.

Aleksandr TURCHIN, Chairman 
of the Minsk Regional Executive Committee:
The agricultural sector is quite complex, affecting the 
interests of a huge number of people, and there are 
many problems with it. The President set a number of 
complex tasks and outlined the issues that we need to 
work on: from putting things in order on the ground 
to maximising the use of accumulated experience and 
potential in world markets.

One of the main topics of the 
conversation was interaction within 
the framework of integration asso-
ciations — the CIS and the EAEU.

This year, Belarus chairs the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States; in 2022, the powers of the 
chair will be transferred to Kazakh-
stan. In this regard, the heads of state 
discussed in detail the agenda for the 
work of the association. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko and Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev agreed on concrete steps 
to support co-operation in the CIS 
format.

The presidents also ‘touched 
base’ on the eve of the May meet-
ing of the Supreme Eurasian 
Economic Council and discussed 
topical issues in this direction. 
They emphasised the importance 
of consistent fulfilment of all obli-
gations both within the EAEU and 
the CIS, especially those related to 
the removal of barriers to trade, as 

well as the implementation of other 
agreements reached.

As far as bilateral relations 
are concerned, the heads of state 
agreed to hold the next meeting 
of the intergovernmental commis-
sion. Aleksandr Lukashenko has 
already instructed the Government 
to deal with this issue. It was noted 
that, in the current difficult time, 
the key task is to identify the most 
urgent and promising areas for the 
development of interaction.

In general, the heads of state 
agreed — despite any current 
difficulties — to closely interact 
and maintain the outlined growth 
in bilateral trade in order to 
further increase collaboration in 
various areas.

Aleksandr Lukashenko and 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev also 
discussed the pandemic and vacci-
nation topics. Within six months 
in Kazakhstan, it’s planned to 

vaccinate up to 10m people, in 
connection with which this issue is 
extremely relevant for the country. 
The very same topic of the spread 
of COVID-19 was discussed by the 
presidents using the example of 
India, where a difficult situation is 
currently developing.

On the eve of important holi-
day dates — May 1st and Victory 
Day — the presidents exchanged 
congratulations.

I n  a dd i t ion ,  A lek sa nd r 
Lukashenko addressed especially 
warm wishes to the Orthodox resi-
dents of Kazakhstan, congratulat-
ing them on Easter, and Muslims 
on the holy month of Ramadan. 
Kassym-Jomar t Tokayev, in 
response, also conveyed Easter 
greetings to all Orthodox believers 
in our country.

Based on President’s  
press service

Telephone conversationCongratulations
The President of 
Belarus, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, has 
congratulated the 
United Nations 
Secretary General, 
Antonio Guterres,  
on his birthday

A telephone conversation between the President of Belarus, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko, and the President of Kazakhstan, 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, took place on April 30th
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Varvara Morozova

The Head of State has celebrated the 
feast of the Resurrection of Christ in a 
small church — as is traditional. Here, 
the unity of people and a warm and 
sincere atmosphere are in the air. This 
year, the President visited the Cathedral 
of Sts. Cyril and Lavrentiy of Turov.

Aleksandr Lukashenko addressed 
the parishioners and all Belarusians 
with sincere words, 

“Let’s build and create. Let’s 
build our homes, cities, our beauti-
ful, clean and warm Belarus.” 

On the br ight Easter day, the 
white-stone cathedral looked espe-
cially solemn and elegant. The Presi-
dent was greeted with a chime of bells 
and, inside, he was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers and an Easter basket 
by parishioners’ children. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko presented them with gifts 
in turn. Along with his younger son 
Nikolai, the Head of State lit an Easter 
candle at the icon of the Resurrection, 
talked to believers and congratulated 
them on the holiday.  

Why did the President choose Turov 
to attend the Easter service? There are 
two reasons for this. Primarily, it’s the 
city itself; Aleksandr Lukashenko has 
special feelings for it, 

“Here, as in Polotsk, the cradle 
of Christianity in our land is found. 
This place is a truly inexhaustible 
source of faith, spirituality, wisdom 
and unity of the Belarusian people, 
the people whose soul resembles 
this town.”

At first glance, Turov may look 
small and modest as less than 3,000 
people live here. However, this place 
has more than a thousand years of 
history, which has many significant and 
important events that have become part 
of the history of different nations and 
states. 

With this in mind, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko sincerely spoke of his love 
for this small and cozy city, “It’s small 
in size but — in terms of its warmth 
and openness — it’s the greatest city 
of our Belarusian land, together with 
Polotsk.”

Return of the shrine
On Easter, one of the shrines of 

Belarus — the recreated altar cross of 
the Turov diocese — has returned to 
Turov’s main Orthodox church. This 
is the second reason why the Presi-
dent celebrated the Resurrection of 
Christ here — calling this day histor-

ic. Before handing over the cross, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko remarked, “As 
President, I’m lucky to be part of the 
restoration and return to our nation of 
the St. Yevfrosiniya cross and the Turov 
cross.” 

The Turov cross was lost during 
a 13th century earthquake when an 
Orthodox cathedral was also destroyed. 
However, goodness and light always 
return to people — even after centu-
ries, as the Head of State stressed. The 
Cathedral of Sts. Cyril and Lavren-
tiy was recently built in Turov but is 
already firmly fixed in the history of 
independent Belarus. The Turov cross 
has taken its place of honour here — 
after three years of work on it.

While handing over the cross, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko admonished 
the clergy, “Take care of it, don’t lose 
it again, don’t give it to anyone. This is 
our holy shrine.”

The big one is seen  
from a distance

The President addressed believ-
ers saying that it’s in our power to do 
everything with prayer for Belarus, 
with love in our hearts, so that our 
descendants will remember us with 
pride and respect through the centu-
ries, “Let’s create the future: the future 
of not only us but primarily of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

 Let’s do everything so that 
evil spirits do not touch the Bela-
rusian land once again. Let’s do 
everything in our power to give 
the generation that comes after us 
peace and solace, so that they can 
work with dignity in fields, facto-
ries and plants, live and raise their 
children.”

As a gift, the Head of State was 
presented with an icon of Sts. Cyril 
and Lavrentiy of Turov. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said that he loves Easter 
— for many reasons, “I’ll tell you the 

secret. Over many years of service as 
President, some protocol events become 
boring — especially if they last for a 
long time. However, this moment [visit-
ing a church at Easter] always leaves a 
very good feeling in my heart and stays 
in my memory.” This moment is short, 
but very significant and loved by our 
people. 

The Head of State thanked Metro-
politan Veniamin of Minsk and Zaslavl, 
Patriarch Exarch of All Belarus, and 
also all the clergy for their courage and 
perseverance, especially at the end of 
last year, 

“The Orthodox church as a 
whole behaved with dignity and 
took a solid position. Our people 
appreciated it and will continue to 
do so. Difficult times may be ahead, 
but the big one can be seen in the 
distance. It wasn’t easy. But God 
has helped us, as I said, as long as 
we are with him in our hearts and 
in our thoughts.”

“I once again thank our Orthodox 
church for the courage and steadfast-
ness. You have truly shown that you are 
close to the people. We are not ashamed 
to meet on these holidays — Christmas, 
Resurrection and other bright religious 
holidays. He [Lord] is looking at us 
from above and, I’m convinced, is eval-
uating our actions accordingly. Let us 
be worthy of what he has done for us,” 
added Aleksandr Lukashenko.

Our history 
The Turov cross belongs to the 

erecting (altar) crosses of the Byzan-
tine and Old Russian temples. It was the 
main sanctuary of the diocese of Turov 
and was kept on the altar of the cathe-
dral of the city. In the 13th century, a 
powerful earthquake in Romania also 
reached Turov. It destroyed the ancient 
cathedral, and the cross was lost. The 
history of its reconstruction began in 
1962 when, during the excavations of 
the Turov settlement, four 12th centu-
ry lead icons were discovered. One 
of them supposedly features Cyril of 
Turov. According to scientists, the icons 
were related to the altar cross of the 
Turov Episcopal Church. In June 2017, 
while visiting the Polesie Radiation and 
Ecological Reserve, the President gave 
instructions to restore the Turov cross. 

As a result, two identical crosses 
were made according to medieval tech-
nology — one for the diocese of Turov 
and the other for the National Academy 
of Sciences of Belarus. The main shrine 
of the Turov principality is decorated 
with precious stones, and its cypress 
base is decorated with gold plates 
featuring the saints.

Uniting faith
Easter becomes 

a historic day for Turov 
and the whole of Belarus
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Turov Cathedral of Sts. Cyril and Lavrentiy of Turov

Reconstructed altar Turov cross
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2020 will be the most troubled time 
in the history of modern Belarus. The 
events during this period were aimed at 
overthrowing the current government. At 
first there was mis-information, Internet 
influences, pressure on the security forces, 
supposedly ‘peaceful actions’ — all this 
was just the beginning.

The State Security Committee (KGB) 
received data on interest from abroad: to 
take power by force. In summer 2020, 
foreign intelligence received information 
about the impending Operation ‘Silence’. 
Yuri Zenkovich, a US citizen, came into 
view. He tried in various ways to obtain 
information about military units, person-
nel, morale and psychological condition, 
army combat readiness and future exer-
cises, how units are guarded, along which 
routes equipment moves. To achieve this, 
he was actively looking for contacts and 
this was the purpose of his arrival in Bela-
rus in August.

Zenkovich himself has confirmed 
that he is acting on behalf of an en-
tire group, which includes other US 
citizens. It was decided to introduce 
employees of the anti-terrorist units 
of the KGB to the group, in order to 
take the situation under control. It 
appeared that the situation was ex-
tremely serious: the rebellion was be-
ing prepared by an American group 
under the auspices of foreign special 
services.

Vladimir Chudentsov was personally 
acquainted with Zenkovich. Nine years 
ago, he offered the journalist to engage 
in PR for himself on the eve of the Par-
liamentary elections. In November 2020, 
Chudentsov himself was convicted under 
three articles of the Criminal Code and is 
now serving a sentence. He says, “Yuri 
Zenkovich has United States citizenship. 
A person who acquires citizenship, in ad-
dition to passing exams in the language 
and history of the United States, also takes 
an oath in which he swears to defend the 
United States of America in any conflicts 
and wars to the last drop of blood. The oath 
is obligatory for new citizens. Those who 
were born in the USA are exempt from it, 
but new ones have such an oath. He gave 
it if he got an American passport.”

It is clear by what concrete example 
the West wants to dominate Belarus. A 
military junta led by Augusto Pinochet 
came to power in Chile in 1973 with the 
help of the United States. The ousted presi-
dent Allende was not to the liking of Wash-
ington and the CIA. Successful Libya was 
torn to shreds, like Gaddafi himself.

A historian and Doctor of Law, Profes-
sor Stanislav Knyazev notes, “We know 
that the Soros Foundation has allocated 
$500m. This is a significant amount. Be-
larus is the last open link in the cordon 
sanitaire around Russia.”

Zenkovich, with his handlers from 
abroad, is ready to pay a lot and to prom-
ise money and power for a bloody result. 

The fact that the overseas security forces 
are aware of his actions, Zenkovich also 
confirms, “I will find out how to contact 
Langley, as they say, to those people who 
deal with such issues.”

Zenkovich carefully records all the 
correspondence, takes screenshots and au-
tomatically deletes messages. He tries to 
ensure his safety. He is clearly not acting 
alone; he’s consulting with someone. On 
October 21st, he sends a message: ‘There 
are positive developments. There are peo-
ple abroad who are interested in resolving 
the issue. They asked for time to study the 
situation and make sure that this was not a 
trap. They are ready to give as much as it 
is necessary’.

Planning a violent overthrow in Be-
larus, they prepared overseas. One of the 
groups capable of shooting, exploding 
and shedding blood was to be organised 
by Zenkovich through a search for secu-
rity officials. The second group comprises 
Avtukhovich and his accomplices, who 
were operating in parallel.

Abducting high-level officials and 
then torturing them — such plans 
appeared back in autumn 2019. The 
request came from the West.

In 2020, the West foresaw several 
scenarios for Belarus and invested a lot 
of money. When the supposedly ‘peace-
ful protests’ didn’t work, they launched a 
forceful version called ‘Belarusian Bal-

cony’ and ‘Silence’ — the physical elim-
ination of the President and his family, 
the seizure of state institutions and forced 
detention of high-level officials. In paral-
lel, several groups were working on this 
at once. Zenkovich, with the conspirators, 
was looking for ways out for high-ranking 
officers, while Avtukhovich with his mili-
tants led an underground lifestyle. The third 
group was supposed to specialise in the ab-
duction of officials and the elimination of 
the President. Different options were con-
sidered: from a plane crash to elimination 
at the Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk Festival.

The group led by Sidorakin — a 
mine blasting expert — was detained 
in February 2021, after discovering 
caches of weapons and explosives. 
He was supervised by Makar, and the 
latter — by the American special ser-
vices. Calls, clarifications, details and 
absolute categoricalness.

They intended to deal not only with 
the Head of State, but also with his chil-
dren and high-level officials — such plans 
appeared in autumn 2019. The request 
came from the West. In Belarus, they had 
already looked for a house, a place of tor-
ture. The blacklist includes 26 institutions, 
as well as particular individuals.

It remained unclear how the participants 
in the conspiracy were going to legitimise 
their military coup in the eyes of the people 
and how to justify the inevitable sacrifices? 
By what law do they want to shed blood? 
However, after the events in Yugoslavia 
or the ‘Arab Spring’, it’s easy to guess: 
everything in the world can be ‘democra-
tised’. Some countries are very successful at 
this. Zenkovich’s group is closely connect-
ed with the American authorities. Foreign 
sponsors also had to help with finances for 
the coup d’état. In return, they were ready to 
sell the country piece by piece.

April 11th, 2021. Moscow. The climax. 
The Belarusian special services have all the 
convincing evidence of an armed rebellion: 
the interest of the Americans, their assis-
tance, money and bribery, democratisation 
according to a radical scenario. The meet-
ing in Moscow would finally put an end to 
the fact that it was a conspiracy. Detention.

Each of the detainees — Zenkovich, 
Feduta, and Kostusev — pleaded guilty. 
They themselves sincerely wrote about 
what they had planned and what goals 
they were pursuing. The conspirators had 
a chance to stop and abandon their bloody 
intentions, but they didn’t. And their Amer-
ican headquarters didn’t say ‘stop’.

Criminal cases have been initiated, 
with investigative actions currently under-
way. Not everything is shown in this film 
as much is left behind the scenes.

Our future is at stake. The right to 
life for each of us is at stake.

The perpetrators were detained, but it 
would be naïve to believe that those who 
ordered the military coup from across the 
ocean will calm down. Therefore, the Be-
larusian special services continue to work 
on this issue.

A unique investigative film — announced by the Head of 
State during his recent working trip to the Gomel Region 
— was released a week ago, airing in the evening on the 
ONT TV channel. This is what the project was about.

Zenkovich: Objectives: neutralisation of the Head of State 
— arrest, internment or physical destruction. The second 
task — neutralisation of military units and the third — cap-
ture of buildings. I plead guilty.
Kostusev: For me, it was already a crime that they pulled 
me in ... I admit my guilt that I gave these people the op-
portunity to drag myself in.
Feduta: Indeed, the question of the possible occupation 
of a number of institutions in the event of a conspiracy was 
discussed. First of all, the media, certain communication 
nodes, possibly disconnecting the Internet. I plead guilty 
to conspiracy.

A D M I S S I O N  O F  G U I L T

‘ K i l l  t h e  Pres i d en t ’

Yuri Zenkovich: We must achieve 
our common aim; otherwise, we 
will all have a bad future, me and 
those in America, too, as there 
is also an article in the Federal 
Code on punishments for what 
we are doing. According to it, our 
whole group could be sent to jail 
for 30 years, where our treatment 
at the hands of the other inmates 
could be very unpleasant. Rath-
er than succumb to that fate, 
it might be preferable to take a 
bullet from Sasha instead.

YURI ZENKOVICH



5
The Minsk Times
Thursday
May 6 
2021

SC
IEN

C
E

A protest demonstration 
against illegal sanctions held 
near US Embassy in Minsk

Employees of all sectors of the econ-
omy demanded the lifting of illegal sanc-
tions. The event near the US Embassy in 
Minsk gathered more than 1,000 people. 
The Federation of Trade Unions of Bela-
rus stressed the symbolism of this protest 
demonstration against the discriminato-
ry measures taken by the United States 
against a number of Belarusian enterpris-
es on May 1st. On this day, more than a 
hundred years ago, the American author-
ities took measures restricting the labour 
rights of workers. 

“We see today that history is actu-
ally repeating itself. This time, the US 
authorities have taken a swing at the la-
bour rights of Belarusians and introduced 
measures that violate the right to work 
and can deprive people of jobs and wag-
es,” the Federation of Trade Unions of 
Belarus noted.

Fountain season opens in 
Minsk on the last day of April

Minskzelenstroy maintains 35 man-
made geysers. Most of them will be 
turned on at 11am and off at 9pm. In turn, 
the fountains near the Minsk-Arena, the 
Yubileinaya Hotel, the Great Patriotic 

War History Museum, the Bolshoi Thea-
tre of Belarus, the Stolitsa Shopping Mall 
and the Moskva Cinema will be open un-
til midnight.

Some fountains have special equip-
ment that can respond to adverse weather 
conditions and adjust their operation. 

Minsk’s largest fountain — with 
1,300 jets — is located on Oktyabrskaya 
Square near the Palace of the Republic; 
the oldest — ‘A Boy with a Swan’ — in 
Kupalovsky Park (made in 1874). Last 
year, a new fountain was launched in the 
capital: on the Svisloch River, near Kupa-
la Park. It has 240 jets with the height of 
30 metres. Water forms a huge screen that 
can display any video.

Belarus’ Red Book bird  
is among the top three most 
beautiful birds in the world

There are many beautiful birds around 
the globe that decorate tropical forests 
and aviaries. The peacock is traditional-
ly viewed as the most beautiful of them; 
thanks to its tail, it has become a sym-
bol of external beauty and panache. The 
second place is occupied by the macaw, 
while third place is taken by the common 
kingfisher — a small brightly colour-

ed bird that is listed in the Red Book of 
Belarus. They belong to the coraciiforms 
family found mostly in the tropical and 
subtropical regions of our planet. Its rep-
resentatives are distinguished by bright 
colours, so unusual for the inhabitants of 
our country. The common kingfisher is 
considered one of the best fishing birds. 
It settles on the banks of reservoirs with 
clear water and a slow current. The bird 
can dive with its wings open, instantly 
grab a small fish.

Beltane annual festival  
of Celtic culture held  
in Botanical Garden

The Beltane spring festival is dedi-
cated to Celtic culture, music and tradi-
tions. It celebrates not only the change of 
seasons (the end of spring and the begin-
ning of summer), but also the change of 
the dark half of the year, which began in 
October, to the light.

In Belarus, the holiday has marked 
the beginning of the 2021 festival sea-
son and its guests — as usual — were 
plunged into the atmosphere of the 
spring ethnic holiday with a lot of en-
tertainment: an open-air concert, a com-
petition of fire theatres, interactive ven-

ues, photo zones, a petting zoo, Scottish 
bagpipes and Irish dances. In the festival 
area, visitors could witness stunt du-
els with weapons, as well as mountain 
games. Archery, pneumatic and cross-
bow shooting ranges were available and 
fencing classes were offered.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Cementing power of innovation

By Natalia Tychko

An undeniable 
difference

The Director of the 
company, Vladimir Gor-
batsky, became involved in 
the development and manu-
facture of structures thanks 
to fate: he had an accident 
and was undergoing treat-
ment. After he improved 
his health, he started a new 
business. The company de-
velops about 5-8 new de-
signs from scratch annually. 
The task of paramount im-
portance is to meet the need 
for implants and instru-
ments inside the country. At 
the same time, it supplies go 
to many CIS states. Gradu-
ally, production grew and 
there was no longer enough 
rental space. The company 
learned about the second 
stage of construction to ac-
commodate residents in the 
Minsk City Technopark. 
The conditions offered are 
good, and, after a compet-
itive selection process, Medbiotech became part of the 
Technopark. The enterprise has successfully settled in the 
new premises and even managed to master a number of 
new technological processes that require special training. 
Good jobs have been created while the rental price is al-
most half that of the previous location.

“Modern goods — especially from abroad — are 
very expensive, while Belarusian analogues are several 
times cheaper. For instance, an imported spinal construc-
tion for children with congenital spinal pathology, made 
taking into account individual characteristics using 3D 
printing, costs somewhere between $25-30,000. Dur-
ing the implementation of the Union State programme, 
Medbiotech has developed an analogue jointly with the 
leading medical institutions of Russia and Belarus. It 
costs about $2,500 while boasting better technical char-

acteristics,” says Vladimir 
Gorbatsky. “Moreover, the 
quality of our designs is of 
the same level and some-
times even better than the imported ones.”

Medbiotech’s Director demonstrates a small part of 
the developments: spinal structures, including children’s 
(each made separately, they can be modelled, assembled 
like a Lego set, so the patient gets a suitable option for 
each case), titanium plates for eliminating skull defects, 
external designs and even an eye prosthesis. Many de-
velopments are demonstrated on 3D models. They are 
assembled for each patient individually.

“We are approached with a specific order. Using an 
X-ray image of a person, we make a prototype on a 3D 
printer,” adds Mr. Gorbatsky, describing the process.

Small but precious
Small rectangular and 

cylindrical materials occupy 
an important place among 
the developments. Despite 
their outward unattractive-
ness, they are now the most 
valuable exhibits of this 
exhibition. The yellowish 
porous piece is ultramodern 
calcium phosphate which is 
used to compensate for bone 
deficiency. After implan-
tation, it biodegrades and 
turns into the organism’s 
own bone. Today it is the last 
word in medicine.

“Its attractiveness is 
that, when being placed in 
the body, calcium phosphate 
interacts with the body’s 
own bone structures. As a 
result, the defective area 
begins to grow over it. The 
material used biodegrades 
and we get a whole basic 
bone,” notes Mr. Gorbatsky, 
explaining the magical abil-
ities of our body along with 
modern medical solutions. 
He also shares his plans, “In 
two years, we expect to en-
ter the industrial production 
of structures from calcium 
phosphate. These will be 

gels, powders and 3D printed bone fragments.”
The main material in implantology is titanium: radi-

opaque and biocompatible with human body. However, 
the company is now working on polymer materials al-
though such designs are not yet used in our country. The 
developer believes that, in a few years, the situation can 
and should change, “Until the end of this year, or early 
next, there will be constructions for the treatment of flat 
feet among children, rupture of ligaments among ath-
letes, fractures of the shoulder joint. We are also work-
ing on minimally invasive methods for installing spinal 
structures,” Mr. Gorbatsky lists important plans.

New residents have joined the Minsk City Technopark, including the scientific enterprise Medbiotech LLC, which for the thirty years of its existence 
has developed and produced more than 50 types of medical products for vertebral neurology, craniocerebral trauma, maxillofacial surgery, oncolo-
gy, ophthalmology and traumatology. About 90 percent of the products manufactured here are innovative, developed as part of the import sub-
stitution programme. At present, a new resident of the Minsk City Technopark is working on the creation of ultra-modern and innovative materials: 
biocompatible polymers and calcium phosphates. The latter, after implantation into the human body, can transform into their own bone.

Vladimir Gorbatsky, Director of Medbiotech 
research and production company

The developed parts  
can be assembled like a Lego set

Every year the company develops  
about 5–8 new designs from scratch
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A matter of good machinery

By Ilya Kryzhevich

Every year, about ten techni-
cal innovations are launched by 
Amkodor JSC. Over the years 
of its existence, the company 
has managed to maintain and in-
crease its technical potential. At 
present, this makes it possible to 
have no need to import compo-
nents of a strategic nature. For 
example, Amkodor makes its 
own transmission units.

“Our Sci-Tech Centre helps 
concentrate the development 
of various divisions,” says the 

Centre’s Director and the Gen-
eral Designer of Amkodor, 
Aleksandr Malinovsky. “We 
orchestrate systems for any ma-
chine, reduce its final cost and 
ensure high reliability of opera-
tion. Cost savings when creating 
machinery are achieved through 
the use of standard systems and 
elements.”

This approach to produc-
tion makes it possible to remain 
competitive. “We are looking 
for areas where we can offer 
the best conditions in terms of 
design, price, ease of operation, 

while also adding our own in-
novations. We have our own 
element base which enables us 
to produce machinery without 
imported components to meet 
the demand of consumers in 
Belarus and the EAEU. This is 
the basis of our import securi-
ty,” adds the official. 

The company manufac-
tures machine systems that 
ensure the implementation of 
technological processes using 
our equipment complexes. Mr. 
Malinovsky explains, “For ex-
ample, you are building a road. 
We are ready for this since Am-
kodor produces bulldozers, ex-
cavators, graders, loaders, dirt 
and asphalt rollers.”

Information technology is 
changing the approaches to the 

development and operation of 
equipment. Mr. Malinovsky 
notes that the Holding is watch-
ing over this as such innova-
tions are a foundation for the 
company’s competitiveness in 
the future.

The Sci-Tech Centre doesn’t 
ignore the Internet of Things 
and computer vision. Complex 
approaches are used in the de-
velopment of algorithms.

“We are testing new ele-
ments, necessary components 
of the system which would be 
suitable for the speed of signal 
transmission. So far, the work 
is being carried out in exper-
imental design mode. Some 
elements are being tested on 
the existing models,” notes Mr. 
Malinovsky.

The company plans to reduce  
the share of import components 
in all product ranges

Import substitution remains 
one of the most important 
issues for our economy and 
a priority for the country’s 
development in the near 
future. The companies of the 
industrial sector are faced 
with the task of implement-
ing additional measures for 
the production of the most 
popular goods on the do-
mestic market, which can be 
successfully exported. In the 
next five years, the strate-
gy for the development of 
industrial production envis-
ages its transformation into 
a competitive complex that 
quickly responds to the global 
situation and the needs of the 
domestic market. This will be 
facilitated by rational import 
substitution, during which 
it is planned to implement 
projects to develop the pro-
duction of more than 260 new 
types of import-substituting 
products. Amkodor — Holding 
Management Company will 
also play an important role 
in this process. The company 
occupies a significant share of 
the domestic market.

The quality management system at Belaruskali JSC complies 
with international standards: the international certification 
body Bureau Veritas Certification carried out a recertifica-
tion audit of Belaruskali’s quality management system

Amkodor Holding to 
implement projects 
mastering 
manufacturing 
of new types 
of import-
substituting 
products in 
2021–2025

EC
O

N
O

M
Y

Delicious and… innovative

In accordance 
with the standards

Belarus — Taste of Nature exposition showcased innova-
tive products by seven Belarusian food industry enter-
prises at the UzFood International Expo in Tashkent which 
brought together this year over 150 companies from 26 
countries from all around the world

The Holding Managing 
Company Concern Brestmiaso-
molprom and its subordinate en-
terprises — Luninets Dairy Plant 
and Kobrin Butter and Cheese 
Factory — presented their ad-
vanced developments. However, 
Babushkina Krynka Dairy show-
cased new types of cheese with 
natural fillings. The businesses 
of this holding company process 
85 percent of the milk produced 
in the Mogilev Region — more 
than 72,000 tonnes per month. 

The monthly dairy output manu-
factured at the enterprise exceeds 
60,000 tonnes.

In Tashkent, the Volkovysk 
Meat Processing Plant displayed 
beef and by-products, as well as 
sausages and semi-finished prod-
ucts while Grodno Meat Process-
ing Plant brought raw sausage 
made to Italian recipes, alongside 
raw smoked sausage with prunes.

Moreover, the equipment 
for food and processing industry 
from Brestmash JSC was also on 

display as part of the Belarus — 
Taste of Nature exposition.

The Belarusian exhibition was 
attended by the Belarusian Am-
bassador to Uzbekistan, Leonid 
Marinich, the Turkish Ambassa-
dor to Uzbekistan, Olgan Bekar, 
Uzbekistan’s Deputy Agriculture 
Minister, Alisher Turayev, the 
Deputy Chairman of Uzbekistan’ 
Uzbekozikovkatzakhira Associa-
tion, Nigmat Akhmedzhanov, and 
Nigora Khasanova, CEO of Iteca 
Exhibitions — the organiser of 
the exhibition UzFood.

A number of conferences and 
business events were held as part 
of the UzFood exhibition, with 
a retail centre also working — a 
specialised venue for meetings 
between food producers and buy-
ers and retailers from Uzbekistan 
and other states that were taking 
part in the exhibition.

The organiser of the Belarus 
— Taste of Nature exhibition was 
the Belinterexpo exhibition com-
pany at the Belarusian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry.

The auditors praised Be-
laruskali’s efforts to optimise, 
improve and automate business 
processes, as well as to control 
the quality of the manufactured 
goods. They also mentioned the 
professionalism and compe-
tence of the staff.

Belaruskali’s quality man-
agement system was found to be 
compliant with the requirements 
of international standard ISO 
9001:2015. The company’s qual-
ity management certificate for the 
production of potassium chloride, 
nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium 

compound fertilisers, edible salt, 
cattle salt, industrial salt, sodium 
hypochlorite, potassium hydrox-
ide and hydrochloric acid has been 
extended till May 11th, 2024.

Belaruskali JSC is one of the 
largest producers and exporters of 
potash fertilisers in the world. The 
enterprise includes five mining 
departments, auxiliary and ser-
vice divisions (transport, energy, 
repair, construction, etc.), as well 
as divisions of social and cultur-
al-and-household purposes.

Based on materials of belta.by
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Living history

By Yuliana Leonovich

The most romantic, the most 
photogenic and the most famous 
bridge in Bogdanovich Street is 
both the heart of the Old City and 
its soul. Moreover, for architect 
Armen Sardarov, it’s also true that 
there’s a place for romance even 
in painstaking technical work.

“I remember when I was 
young, I often walked here along 
the embankment. Even then I 
knew that this was a special place 
for Minskers: where the Nemi-
ga River flows into the Svisloch 
River, ancient Minsk was found-
ed... However, the history of this 
bridge is quite dramatic, at least, 
I perceive it so as an architect. 
The bridge was built in the 1960s. 
An arch became its supporting 
structure, which was absolutely 
incredible for those times because 
traditionally the post and beam 
system was used. The form was 
excellent, and it quickly took 
root and was immediately mem-
orable but unexpectedly, cracks 
appeared. Firstly, this was a huge 
blow to the prestige of the design-
ers and builders. Secondly, there 
was a need to urgently close the 
transport route — important for 

Minsk — and start reconstruc-
tion,” he says.

After modernisation, the 
bridge received post supports and 
new beams and they decided to 
keep the arch. Armen Sardarov 
continues, “Thus, the structural 
system of the bridge was changed, 
and its appearance became not en-
tirely clear, with both beams and 
the arch at the same time. Howev-
er, the architectural object is con-
sidered perfect if the construction 
system is clear and complete in its 
composition. So, in 2004, when 
I was still working as the chief 
architect at RUE Beldortsentr, I 
was asked to think about options 
that could help hide the, shall we 
say, somewhat unattractive view. 
I suggested a curtain wall option 
that would emphasise the arch. 

This plan was implemented.”
Several years ago, when the 

city leadership returned to dis-
cussing the reconstruction of the 
bridge across the Svisloch Riv-
er, Armen Sardarov, teamed up 
with sculptor Aleksandr Finsky, 
proposing a new concept to the 
architectural and urban planning 
council. It was being finalised for 
almost three years.

“The Upper Town is a histori-
cally significant place. Therefore, 
we decided to offer not just an 
architectural, but an architectural 
and artistic solution, to introduce 
the elements of the synthesis of 
engineering and monumental 
art,” adds Mr. Sardarov.

Bridges do more than just 
connect the shores. “It’s world 
practice to decorate bridges with 

graceful sculptures. For me, the 
bridge in the centre of the city — 
in contrast to the usual transport 
structure — is something more 
expressive, monumental. It’s a 
symbol of unity,” says sculptor 
Aleksandr Finsky. 

This is how the sculptor came 
up with the idea to supplement the 
bridge with decorative elements 
that also carry a historical mean-
ing. Mr. Finsky suggested placing 
sculptures of women symbolising 
the rivers of Nemiga and Svisloch 
on both sides of it.

“Most rivers have female 
names, because they carry life in 
their waters. It is like an allegory 
of a female image that gives life 
to the entire human race. In this 
sense, I’m close to the philosophy 
of the French sculptor, Aristide 

Maillol, who created a series of 
works in which rivers are em-
bodied through female figures. 
All this is closely connected with 
mythology and human conscious-
ness. Therefore, I decided to focus 
on two sculptures that personify 
the story of the Nemiga and the 
modern Svisloch. The first flows 
underground in a concrete collec-
tor — this is our past. The second 
unites the whole city today — this 
is our present,” he explains.

The compositions are round 
and dynamic, which means they 
work for the viewer from all sides 
and don’t contradict each oth-
er. Nemiga holds a shield in the 
hands, blessing the warriors to 
protect the city. In the hands of 
Svisloch, on the contrary, there 
is already modern Minsk. Even 
the silhouette of the Holy Spirit 
Cathedral is hinted at in the com-
position. In addition, according 
to the idea of the architect and 
the sculptor, the bridge will be 
supplemented with several more 
decorative elements. Moreover, 
a few small bas-reliefs — woven 
into the railings — will be added. 
Another detail is the floor lamps, 
which will become part of the 
overall composition.

The most famous bridge in Minsk — captured on 
all the souvenir postcards — is likely to change its 
appearance soon. They have been talking about the 
reconstruction of the bridge over the Svisloch River 
in Bogdanovich Street (this is how the bridge in the Troitsky Suburb is known to the road 
workers) for several years already. If everything goes well, then in the near future, sculp-
tural compositions will appear along the edges of the parapet, personifying the two rivers 
— Svisloch and Nemiga. The Dean of the BNTU Faculty of Architecture, Professor Armen 
Sardarov, is responsible for the technical side of the concept. Sculptor, Aleksandr Finsky, is 
overseeing the monumental part. This pairing of experts is quite famous in artistic circles.

Architect Armen Sardarov and sculptor 
Aleksandr Finsky presented a version  
of the reconstruction of the bridge near 
the Troitsky Suburb

Partisans of Belarus interactive 
exhibition — held at the Academy 
of Public Administration under the 
President of Belarus — is a unique 
project that is on display in Minsk 
for the first time

By Oleg Usachev

The exhibition contains more than 70 
works dedicated to the partisan movement 
in our country: archival photos, documents, 
award lists and the personalities of partisans 
and underground fighters operating in Bela-
rus in 1941-1944. During the opening cere-
mony, the Rector of the Academy of Public 
Administration, Vyacheslav Danilovich, 
noted, “We are working closely with our 
students and audience on historical mem-
ory, its preservation and on developing im-
munity against distortion and falsification 
of the historical past. Thanks to the inter-
action between the Belarus Segodnya Pub-
lishing House and the National Archives, 
each of us today has the opportunity to learn 
about the heroic past of our ancestors.”

Sergei Klishevich, a deputy of the 
House of Representatives of the Nation-
al Assembly of the Republic of Belarus, 
spoke about the fact that the world is in a 
difficult place today, and how hard it is for 
the young generation to seriously assess 
what happened in Belarus during the Great 
Patriotic War, “According to statistics, 60 
percent of young people don’t know their 
family history, and these are the easiest 
victims of deception. Historical authentic 
documents are the most effective weapon, 
an antidote against falsification, which they 
are trying to impose on us from outside. 
Having studied the archival documents that 
are in the public domain, a young person 
will never believe myths and stories.”

The Partisans of Belarus Internet portal 
can be truly called a virtual encyclopaedia 

of the partisan movement in Belarus from 
1941-1944. Thanks to the resource partiza-
ny.by, everyone can learn about the combat 
journey of their partisan ancestors.

The Director of the National Archives, 
Andrei Demyanyuk, told us about the 
large-scale work that has been carried out 
and is ongoing, “The National Archives 
have long nurtured the idea of such a base, 
and there have even been attempts to set it 
up. But time has shown that it’s impossible 
to do this alone. Therefore, when the Be-
larus Segodnya Publishing House took the 
initiative, we immediately got involved. 
We have huge archives reflecting the his-
tory of the partisan movement during the 
Great Patriotic War. In the coming years, 
we plan to submit more than 450,000 doc-
uments on the portal.”

The exhibition will run until May 7th 
in the Academy of Public Administration 
before continuing its journey through 
the cities of Belarus. According to Ivan 
Sinichkin, the Deputy Director and Ed-
itor-in-Chief of the Belarus Segodnya 
Publishing House, a very busy time 
lies ahead, “In 2021, we want to cover 
all universities in Belarus. Our plans in-
clude making a cartographic base so that 
users have the opportunity to navigate the 
maps of military operations. The Nation-
al Archives have maps and battle patterns 
that can be visualised using multimedia. 
Moreover, new functions will be added to 
the project. For example, last year, it be-
came possible for readers to supplement 
the heroes’ pages with photographs and 
documents.”

All over 
the bridge
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India has surpassed the grim milestone of more than 200,000 deaths caused 
by the COVID-19 disease as a devastating second wave of infections 
overwhelms the South Asian nation’s under-funded healthcare system

India recorded a total of 18 mil-
lion infections, with nearly six million 
new cases being from April alone. The 
country currently has the fourth-highest 
death toll in the world, behind only the 
US, Brazil and Mexico.

Crematoriums across India are 
struggling to keep up with the task of 
accommodating the pile-up of bodies. 
Overwhelmed by the sheer number of 
dead, funeral areas in New Delhi have 
been extended with new plots outlined 
with red bricks in an attempt to keep up 
with the influx.

Those experiencing the dire situ-
ation on the ground also believe death 
toll figures being provided by the gov-

ernment are suspiciously low.
A first shipment of medical aid 

from Britain arrived recently. Other 
nations, including the US, Germany, 
Israel and Pakistan, have also promised 
medical aid.

Shahid Jameel, a virologist and 
Director of the Trivedi School of Bio-
sciences at Ashoka University, said the 
COVID crisis raging in the country was 
ultimately due to a ‘coming together of 
multiple factors’ including that of vac-
cine hesitancy.

According to Mr. Jameel, there 
are three key factors driving the lat-
est surge: complacency, variants and 
‘large spreader events’. Complacency 

exists at the individual, government 
and public policy levels, he said, while 
the development of more infectious 
variants pose further danger as they 
could potentially ‘break through exist-
ing immunity’.

Meanwhile, large events planned 
without enforcing social distancing 
and mask-wearing measures have also 
borne the brunt of the blame for the 
newest wave.

Public-health experts did anticipate 
a second wave but the arrival of vaccines 
made everyone lax in terms of following 
safety guidelines, said Rakesh Parashar, 
a public-health specialist and physician 
in Mumbai. “The horror is real.”

The western town of Okuizumo 
spent more than $5m in order to pro-
vide facilities for India’s hockey team, 
only to scrap the visit because of COV-
ID-19. “We wanted to have one of the 
world’s top tier teams visit our town 
and show their skills to local children,” 
town official Katsumi Nagase said. 
“But that seems impossible now.”

More than 500 municipalities 
signed up to host athletes and officials 
in an attempt to regenerate areas of To-
kyo and beyond.

Some, like Okuizumo, have already 
reneged on their intentions to host over-
seas athletes, while others are busy draw-

ing up alternative plans. Instead of giving 
residents the chance to meet elite athletes 
and try out new sports, towns will have to 
ditch any physical contact, school visits 
and public training sessions. 

In some cases, Olympic teams 
have cancelled, worried about the risk 
of infection before the Games. Austral-
ia’s swimming team ditched its plan 
to train in Niigata’s Nagaoka city, its 
mayor told media in March. And Cana-
da’s table tennis team will no longer go 
to Nagano’s Okaya city, which instead 
plans to put posters of athletes around 
town, said Tomoko Hirose of the city’s 
planning division.

Need to revise plans
Japanese towns and cities have been forced to seri-
ously reconsider plans to host Olympic teams due to 
the ongoing global pandemic

The horror is real

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed 
an anti-riot bill into law that aimed at pro-
tecting law-enforcement agencies and 
cracking down on protests that turn vio-
lent. “I think it’s really remarkable if you 
look at the breadth of this particular piece 
of legislation,” Mr. DeSantis said before 
signing the bill. “It is the strongest anti-ri-
oting, pro-law-enforcement piece of legis-
lation in the country. There’s just nothing 
even close.”

Florida’s Senate passed the bill with 
only one Republican voting in opposition 
alongside Democrats. The law, which 
was designated HB 1, includes a number 
of measures that crack down on protests 
in Florida.

It defines a ‘riot’ as a public distur-
bance involving three or more people 
‘acting with the common intent to as-
sist each other in violent and disorderly 
conduct’ that results in injury to another 
person, damage to property, or danger of 
injury or damage.

The law grants civil immunity to 
people who drive into protesters who are 
blocking a road, prevents people accused 
of rioting from bailing out of jail until after 
their first court appearance, and increases 
penalties for assaulting law-enforcement 
officers while engaging in a ‘riot’.

It also penalises local governments 
that interfere with efforts to stop a riot and 
allows law-enforcement agencies that face 
funding reductions to file objections.

‘Anti-riot’  
bill into law
Florida Governor Ron  
DeSantis signs contro-
versial ‘anti-riot’ bill that 
grants civil immunity to 
drivers who hit protesters 
and protects police bud-
gets from being cut

BUGA Erfurt 2021
Germany’s Federal Horticultural Show takes shape in Erfurt

This time it is the turn of Erfurt to 
host the ‘Everblooming’ themed event, 
which organisers and ‘Erfurtarians’ say 
feels like ‘coming home’.

The BUGA 2021 is held in two differ-
ent parts of the city: the egapark and the 
Petersberg fortress with its moat and vast 
gardens.

The city hosted the ‘first international 
horticultural exhibition of socialist coun-
tries’ that took place in 1961 on a plot 
of land that is today known as egapark. 
The garden ranks among one of the few 
designed in the GDR and is a shining 
example of 1960s garden design, char-
acterised by post-war modernism. The 
site includes the 15th century ruins of 
the Cyriaksburg Fortress, today home to 
a horticultural museum.

An absolute highlight of BUGA’s eg-
apark site is Danakil, a 2,000sq.m and 11m 
tall greenhouse construction, named after 
the Danakil Depression, a vast desert in 
northern Ethiopia. The exhibition guides 
visitors through deadly hot, inhospitable 
plains and lush green primeval forests while 
highlighting the vital role water plays to life.

Closer to Erfurt’s city centre, lies 
BUGA’s second exhibition site Peters-
berg — a citadel, built on the remains of 
a medieval Benedictine Monastery.

For the BUGA 2021, its dry moat will 
host ‘Erfurt’s Treasure Trove of Garden 
Plants’, a celebration of culinary, medic-
inal and aromatic herb plants, some of 
them originally bred in Erfurt.

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies
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By Marina Kuzmich, Vladimir Likhodedov

I remember how Easter (‘Vyalikdzen’ in the Bela-
rusian language) was celebrated in our village. Starting 
from Thursday, my grandmother prepared dough for 
Easter cakes and painted chicken and goose eggs with 
onion husks — collected from early spring. The 
broth turned out to be bright red. A pile of dyed 
eggs — rubbed with sunflower oil for shine — 
was shining in a basket on the windowsill. In 
the sunlight, the still-life seemed magical.

You look at old postcards and see in them 
the plots of fairy tales — once told you by your 
grandmother, for example, about an old man 
and an old woman who lived very poorly, and 
they had nothing but one hen. The old man sud-
denly noticed that the hen would lay an egg and 
it would disappear somewhere. He once ran af-
ter this egg, which was rolling along the road, 
but the egg was apparently magical. As soon as 
the old man 
took it in his 
h a n d s ,  t h e 
egg began to 
ask to let it 
go. Thus, the 
egg set off, 
m e t  m a n y 
friends who 
h e l p e d  i t 
cope with the 
evil and cun-
ning foxes. 
Then the egg 
went into the 
barn, saw a 
lot of millet and corn there, took all this and 
brought it to the old man and his wife. They 
accepted all these with great honour. Such is 
the golden weight of the egg.

Cute chickens — more like fluffy yellow 
balls — like Easter eggs, symbolise rebirth and 
continuity of life on postcards.

The famous researcher of 19th century Be-
larusian culture, Adam Kirkor, described the 
celebration of Easter by Belarusians as follows, 
“For the most part, everyone strictly adhered to 
Lent. This forced people to look forward to the 
holiday, for which every family tried to prepare 
with everything being ‘consecrated’.”

A Doctor of Historical Sciences and Associate Pro-
fessor, Aleksandra Gurko, who heads the Ethnology 
Department of the Centre of Studies of the Belaru-
sian Culture, Language and Literature at the National 
Academy of Sciences of Belarus, says that the peasants 
had ritual bread (in the Belarusian language — ‘pas-
ka’, ‘paskha’), eggs painted with red paint, as well as 
cheeses and sausages belonging to the group of ‘conse-
crated’ food. More prosperous people added pigs, ham 
and more to boxes or baskets for consecration in the 

church. All the food was sent to the church, where, 
after the all-night service, the priests blessed the food 
brought, with some food being left for the church.

Traditionally, the Easter meal began with the con-
secrated eggs and ‘paska’. Adam Kirkor wrote that, in 
former times, this holiday among the Belarusian Or-

thodox was accompanied by firing from a gun or mor-
tars, while barrels of oil were lit near the church: ‘The 
whole village was on its feet, with joy and merriment 
reigning everywhere’.

Returning home from the church, each family be-
gan to break the fast. The hostess cut the egg into sev-
eral pieces and served it to each of those present, and 
then they proceeded to the meat dishes.

“Previously, Easter was celebrated for four days, and 
the last one was called ‘Lyudovy’,” explains Ms. Gurko. 

“In each village, games were arranged — beating and 
rolling eggs, they also sang ‘volochebnye’ songs (a cycle 
of Slavic congratulatory songs, praising and glorifying 
the host of the house and his labour). The most popu-
lar games were with coloured eggs: they were thrown at 
each other, rolled on an inclined plane, smashed, scat-

tering shells ... Adults and children fought with 
coloured eggs, rolled them off a shovel or slides. 
In the evening, ‘volochebniki’ walked from house 
to house, singing religious songs.

Easter, in addition to a celebratory feast, 
was accompanied by rituals and mutual visits 
of relatives and guests. Children visited their 
godparents, treated them to goodies, presented 
gifts and gave them coloured eggs. Charity was 
obligatory at Easter. This was reflected in the 
order of the church to distribute consecrated 
food to the poor. Almsgiving is an important 
Christian duty, which is prescribed in the Bible.

“In Belarusian folk tradition, the ancient 
c u s t o m  o f 
t r ea t ing  the 
beggars dur-
ing holidays 
a n d  a l w a y s 
on days of the 
c o m m e m o -
ration of the 
dead has been 
p r e s e r v e d , ” 
continues Ms. 
Gurko. “The 
treat for the 
beggars was of 
a ritual nature, 
including a t 

Radonitsa (Commemoration Day).”
Priest Ivan Berman wrote in the first half of 

the 19th century, “The peasant always knew how 
many weeks remained until a certain holiday, 
keeping a countdown.”

In Belarus, the holiday has always been one 
of the favourites, even in the days of atheism. 
Many examples — described by ethnographers 
— testify to the veneration of Easter and the pro-
hibition of work on the church holidays. On the 
eve of the feast, diligent cleaning of the church 
area and the churches themselves was carried 
out in Orthodox parishes, with special focus 
made on restocking candles, next-to-skin cross-

es, icons and other ritual items. The preparation for the 
holiday could be judged by the high demand for eggs 
in trade. In those days, as a rule, they were absent in 
many places, and not only because of the shortage. At 
the same time, sources claim that, according to tradi-
tion, eggs were painted not only by believers, but also 
by non-believers.

Postcards from the personal collection  
of Vladimir Likhodedov

Easter scenes on postcards 
from the early 20th century

H
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RY

Not simple, 
but golden

The Resurrection of Christ is a popular holiday. Throughout the entire Easter week, services are 
held in churches and bells are ringing. The holiday of holidays and the celebration of celebra-
tions — as Easter is known in the Orthodox tradition — will last forty days, until the Ascension. 
All this time it is customary to greet each other with the words: ‘Christ is Risen!’
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One on one with nature
Five reasons to visit Polesie Radiation and Ecological Reserve
For almost three decades, the reserve in the 
south of Belarus was completely closed as it 
separated the territories located in the exclu-
sion zone. Only a couple of years ago did visi-
tors begin to be allowed here. In this unusual 
place, it may seem that the world froze after 
the disaster, but it’s also possible to see that na-
ture has come to life and does well without people.

By Sofia Arsenyeva

Go back to the past
In Belarus, there is no destroyed reac-

tor under a sarcophagus or a ghost-town 
with an abandoned amusement park — as 
in Pripyat. Actually, there’s no need; these 
images have already become mainstream. 
Visitors will enjoy something truly unique: 
a journey along untrodden paths through 
hundreds of ‘dead’ villages. Their names 
are now not found on any map of the world. 
Large houses, schools and rural shops were 
‘swallowed up’ by the emerald fauna.

No film can portray even a thousandth 
of the emotions you experience after vis-
iting the exclusion zone. Textbooks and 
notebooks still lie on the desks, while letters 
and newspapers dated to the fateful spring 
of 1986 continue gathering dust in living 
rooms. Wardrobes store the clothes of So-
viet citizens, and kitchens still host simple 
household items. Posters and banners with 
inscriptions like ‘Long Live May 1st’ and 
‘Happy Victory Day’ are everywhere. The 
location is great for impressive photos. 

Unlike the city of Pripyat, which is 
heavily populated by tourists (columns of 
buses go there daily), the reserve has man-
aged to preserve the feeling of being frozen 
in time. Largely due to the employees of 
the protected area, it’s impossible to get 
into it without a special pass, while organ-
ised groups are strictly limited. 

Honour the memory 
of the heroic first responders 

Among the residents of the neighbour-
ing territories there are many of those who 
took part in dealing with the consequenc-
es of the accident. These people know 
first-hand what happened in Chernobyl 
after the explosion, how the reactor was 
extinguished and how the station was 
managed afterwards. In Khoiniki, located 
just a couple of dozen kilometres from the 
epicentre of the accident, there is one of 
the largest museum expositions dedicated 
to the 35-year-old events. It features rare 
documents and photographs, personal be-
longings of the emergency crews, touching 
stories of human destinies divided into ‘be-
fore’ and ‘after’ that April night. It’s defi-
nitely worth visiting the site for those who 
know of the Chernobyl tragedy only from 
the Hollywood TV series and Wikipedia 
texts. Local residents will share the truth 
about their own lives.

The city also has a unique monument 
dedicated to the power engineers who 
worked to resolve the consequences of the 
accident. In late April, the foot of the stat-
ue is traditionally covered with numerous 
red carnations: Belarusians remember the 
amazing feat of their rescuers.

Tame Polesie’s ‘Amazon’
The reserve offers a dozen different 

routes. Each is unique, as it envisages visits 
to different towns and villages. For exam-
ple, it’s possible to go on a three-day rafting 
trip on the Pripyat River. The organisers 
promise a leisurely boat trip with a view of 

pristine nature — alongside 
abandoned ferries, shops, 
cul tural  centres , 
factories, high-rise 
buildings and simple 
village houses aban-
doned by their hosts 
with the hope of a 
prompt return. It’s a 
great opportunity to 
explore every corner 
in complete silence.

It’s even safer to 
travel on water in the zone 
than on the ground: any 
harmful elements go into the 
soil and don’t linger on the surface.

Stay one on one with nature
As soon as people left this area, pow-

er completely passed into the hands of the 
elements. The animals born in the reserve 
aren’t afraid of humans at all; they are sim-
ply not familiar with them. During excur-
sions, there is a great chance to see not only 
roe deer, but also bear, wolf or wild boar. 
It’s also possible to safely see the Red Book 
auroch; the majestic animal may even ap-
proach within arm’s reach without any fear. 
Even the rare Przewalski's horses live in 
these forests. Birds often build nests not on 
the roof, but under it. Right in someone's 

bedroom, it’s possible to meet a moose or 
a fox. There was a case when a lynx gave 
birth to cubs near the checkpoint at the en-
trance to the reserve.

Magnificent flowers grow here, while 
the smells of berries and mushrooms per-
fume the air. However, it’s unwise to not 
be vigilant: everything is soaked with an 
invisible disaster. The guides will guaran-
tee safety only if tourists don’t leave the 
route for a single step. Radiation settled 
unevenly: just three metres away from the 
path and a dosimeter could show shocking 
figures. Fourteen years ago, the staff of the 
reserve prepared a detailed map of the zone. 
All trees and hillocks were registered and, 
based on this data, tour routes were devel-

oped. Another danger on the path for curi-
ous strangers is the abandoned houses. Over 
35 years, they have become so dilapidated 
that can collapse at any moment.

Choose a delicious souvenir
Of course, it’s impossible to take even 

a spruce bough from the reserve as a sou-
venir: it will be detected at the checkpoint. 
Moreover, it’s unsafe. However, there is a 
tempting alternative: honey from the local 
apiary. The employees of the protected zone 
have been engaged in beekeeping in the ex-
perimental territories for several years. Bees 
live and feed in strictly designated areas 
and all honey is carefully checked for the 
presence of radionuclides. There are barrels 
with buckwheat, lime, acacia and raspberry 
treats. The Polesie honey has already been 
appreciated by the President of Belarus, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko, as well as boxer 
and deputy of the Parliamentary Assembly, 
Nikolai Valuev.

As an experiment, locals are also en-
gaged in the restoration of meat and dairy 
farming. Khoiniki parmesan, Turov mozza-
rella and Kalinkovichi Tilsiter cheese enjoy 
demand not only in Belarus but are also ex-
ported. There’s no need to worry about their 
quality: laboratories operate at production 
facilities to monitor the presence of radia-
tion in products. All are clear!
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First water 
attempt

By Tatiana Pastushenko

There is nothing left before 
the qualifying competitions 
which start in the Hungarian 
city of Szeged on May 12th. As 
soon as this tournament ends, 
the first (for a long time) stage 
of the World Cup will begin 
on the same canal. So far, our 
athletes have won 12 places in 
Tokyo, but in Szeged they will 
try to get three more. Maksim 
Petrov could win a qualification 

in the 1,000m canoe singles. In 
2019, at the World Champion-
ship, he took sixth place, while 
only five places were awarded. 
There is also an opportunity to 
compete for a place to the To-
kyo Games for Dmitry Tretyak-
ov in the 200m kayak singles; 
he finished ninth in the final of 
the World Championship. In ad-
dition, the men’s canoe duo will 
fight for qualification: now the 
main contenders are Maksim 
Krysko and Ivan Potapenko.

Maksim Petrov left no chanc-
es for his rivals over the first dis-
tance of 1,000m. Finishing in the 

lead, the athlete said, “I’m very 
pleased with my performance. 
The conditions are difficult, it’s 
cold. This is probably only the 
second time I’ve been racing in 
such weather. Although we were 
still lucky: it was minus four on 
Saturday and it was snowing.”

For the kayaker Oleg Yu-
renya, the question of quali-
fying for the Olympic Games 
isn’t an issue, since he earned 
it at the 2019 World Cup, so he 
is now preparing for the World 

Cup stage.
“The first race in the Bela-

rus Cup was a lot easier than I 
expected,” said the athlete after 
winning the 1,000m distance. 
“It’s hard to say anything about 
the time shown though, as it’s 
cold and the wind is unfavoura-
ble to show a better time. Howev-
er, this event is an opportunity to 
view the reserves and to evaluate 
the first results of winter prepara-
tion. I don’t feel that I’m in good 
shape yet, but there is potential. 
International competitions will 
make me mobilise and show 
everything I can. The World Cup 

stage in Szeged will be the first 
international event since the 2019 
World Cup; I want to compete at 
it and meet with my rivals.”

The coach of the national 
women’s team, Gennady Gal-
itsky, has no doubts that this 
season will be full of surprises. 
Almost two years of interruption 
to international competitions is a 
long time. All over the world, tal-
ented young athletes grew up and 
got stronger, so now many new 
names will probably appear in 
rowing. In one of the first races of 
the Belarus Cup programme, the 

coach also followed our closest 
reserve. Vladislava Skriganova 
and Inna Savchuk won the race 
in the kayak pairs. Galitsky ex-
pects that this crew will be able to 
represent the country at the Euro-
pean Championship in June and 
will continue to progress. Ath-
letes from our top four, however, 
didn’t compete in this race. Mar-
garita Makhneva and Marina Lit-
vinchuk are still recovering from 
their injuries, so they will miss the 
Belarus Cup, but Olga Khudenko 
and Nadezhda Popok are still ‘on 
board’. The coaches expect that 

by the time of the World Cup, all 
our kayakers will be ready.

“The mood before the Tokyo 
Games is a fighting spirit and the 
girls have plenty motivation. It’s 
important to continue to calmly 
prepare for the Olympics, which 
will crown the season,” says Gen-
nady Galitsky. “The home stretch 
in preparation for the Games will 
begin after the Belarusian Cham-
pionship, which will be held in 
the last part of June. We’ll go to 
Gomel for preparation, then hold 
the final training camp in Zaslavl 
before flying to Tokyo.”

 Belarusian strongmen set world 
records

Famous Belarusian athletes Vy-
acheslav Khoroneko and Sergei Zaslavsky 
have set new world records in Minsk.

A multiple champion and record hold-
er of the Guinness Book of Records, Vy-
acheslav Khoroneko, in the free lifting of 
kettlebells in the ‘Kettlebell Sprint’ event 
lifted a 24kg kettlebell 180 times in 169 
seconds with one hand in the prone po-
sition. 

In turn, Sergei Zaslavsky lifted two 
weights (of 24kg each) 20 times in 30 
seconds with two hands in a sitting 
position. Sergei has repeatedly broken 
world records from the Guinness Book 
and its Russian analogue — ‘Divo’ 
(Miracle). 

Both results will be reviewed by the 
Interrecord International Agency for 
Registration of Records. The famous 
Belarusian strongmen are not going to 
stop there and intend to set world re-
cords again in the near future.

 Awards gathered in Sochi
11 medals are an incredible result 

for the Belarusian trampolinists' perfor-
mance at the European Championship 
in Sochi. Gold went to Oleg Ryabtsev 
(60.815 points) and silver — to Vladislav 

Goncharov (60,580). Previously, the 
sportsmen won gold at the European 
Championship in the synchronised jump. 
In addition, Ivan Litvinovich, Oleg Rya-
btsev, Vladislav Goncharov and Aleksei 
Dudarev took the lead in the team tour-
nament.

Among the women, silver went to 
Yekaterina Yershova, Tatiana Petrenya, 
Victoria Kuidan and Polina Shedko in 
the team event; Yekaterina Yershova 

and Victoria Kuidan led in the synchro-
nised jump.

In addition, in the junior trampoline 
team event, Belarusians Andrei Builov, 
Stanislav Yaskevich, Ivan Melnikov 
and Daniil Pshenko became the win-
ners, while Daniil Pshenko and Ivan 
Melnikov also topped in the synchro-
nised event. Vladislav Lesnitsky cap-
tured bronze in the junior acrobatic 
track jump. In the team competitions 
for this programme, Vladislav Lesnit-
sky, Leonid Chumak, Dmitry Pish-
cheiko and Nikita Bogush won silver.

In the girls' tournament, Violetta 
Bardilovskaya, Aleksandra Stolyarova, 
Zlata Shalkovskaya and Maria Sergee-
va won silver. Violetta Bardilovskaya 
and Maria Sergeeva led among the syn-
chronised jump duets.

A R E N A

The Belarus Rowing Cup event took place on the rowing canal in Zaslavl. The athletes — who recently returned 
from training camps in Turkey — were unlucky with the weather, but they are not afraid of temperatures close to 
zero or gusty winds. Usually, a tournament that opens the season for rowers is considered to be more of a viewing, 
enabling coaches to evaluate the work done during winter and make adjustments to the team’s plans. This year it 
has another meaning: athletes are selected here for the qualifying regatta for the Olympic Games in Tokyo.

Rowers open season at Belarus Cup in Zaslavl
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Gennady Galitsky

Kayak pair Skriganova Vladislava and Savchuk Inna

Almost all the country’s strongest rowers take part in the Belarus Cup

Oleg Yurenya is waiting for the resumption  
of international competitions

Maksim Petrov is preparing to fight for Olympic ticket
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Photo 
of the 
week  

On May 6th, 1761, 
Stanislaw Jundzill was born 
— a Belarusian botanist, 
zoologist and naturalist, one 
of the first researchers of 
Belarus’ vegetation, Doctor 
of Philosophy. From 1802 

— Professor of Botany and 
Zoology at Vilnius University. 

He studied the flora of Belarus and Lithuania, 
alongside minerals (salt, peat) of Belarus 
while also founding the botanical garden in 
Vilno. He died in 1847.

On May 6th, 1981, 
the construction of 
the Tsnyanskoye 
water reservoir — 
the main structure 
of the Slepyanka 
water system — was 
completed. This artificially created reservoir 
is located in the northern part of the 
capital. The shape of the reservoir visually 
resembles a square and occupies a large 
area of 1sq.km. An excellent recreation 
area has been created near the reservoir.

May 7th is the 
Day of Workers of 
Radio, Television and 
Communications in the 
Republic of Belarus. 
On this day in 1895, 
Russian physicist 
Aleksandr Popov 

carried out the first radio communication 
session and showed the world the first radio 
receiver. May 7th went down in the history 
of world science and technology as the birth 
of radio. To date, radio communication has 
come a long way in its development, and 
today communication technologies are an 
integral part of our daily life.

On May 
7th, 1966, 
the Palace of 
Sports — a 
multifunctional 
sports and 
concert 
complex — 
was opened in Minsk. The project of the 
Republican Sports Palace was developed by 
a team of designers from the Belgosproekt 
Institute. The constructive solutions were 
innovative not only for the Republic, but 
also for the entire Soviet Union (asymmetric 
arrangement of spectators, stage on the 
opposite side, prefabricated stands in the 
stalls).

May 8th is World 
Migratory Bird 
Day, celebrated 
annually since 
2006 on the 
second weekend 
of May as part of 
a global campaign 

to protect migratory birds and their habitats.

May 8th is World Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Day. 
According to the decision of 
the International Conference 

of the Red Cross, it has been celebrated 
since 1953 on the birthday of Henri Dunant 
(1828-1910) — a Swiss public figure, initiator 
of the founding (1863) of the International 
Organisation of the Red Cross.

May 8th–9th 
is the Time of 
Remembrance and 
Reconciliation for 
Those Who Lost 
Their Lives during 
the Second World 
War, proclaimed by the decision of the 
59th session of the UN General Assembly 
on November 22nd, 2004, at the initiative 
of Russia and the CIS in connection with 
the 60th anniversary of the end of WWII 
(marked in 2005).

May 9th is Victory 
Day in the Republic 
of Belarus. The 
Great Victory 
— a symbol of 
national pride, 
military glory 
and valour — is 
forever inscribed in 

the heroic chronicle of the country. It was 
the Belarusians who were among the first 
to take the attack from Hitler’s Germany 

during the attack on the USSR; like no other, 
they experienced the full brunt of the Great 
Patriotic War. Tormented, but unconquered, 
Belarus, where every third inhabitant died, 
went down in world history as a partisan 
Republic thanks to the courage and 
dedication of the entire population.

May 9th is the 
Day of the State 
Emblem and the 
State Flag of 
the Republic of 
Belarus, celebrated 
on the second 
Sunday of May. 
State symbols — the state emblem and state 
flag of Belarus — are the history and future 
of the Belarusian state, the embodiment 
of the idea of national unity, the most 
important attributes of the sovereignty and 
independence of the Fatherland. The model 
of the state emblem and the Regulation on 
the state flag were approved by the results 
of the Republican referendum held on May 
14th, 1995, one of the issues of which was 
the establishment of state symbols.

May 12th is 
International Nurses 
Day, officially celebrated 
since 1971 on the 
birthday of Florence 
Nightingale (1820-1910) 
— an English nurse, and 

founder of nursing in the UK. 
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