
No. 2 (1001), 2017Magazine for you
 Беларусь. Belarus

belarus
 ISSN 2415-394X

YEAR OF SCIENCE
the evolution formula

Politics. Economy. Culture



Weekly 
newspaper 
read in 
dozens of 
countries

Events in Belarus and abroad

Don’t be late to subscribe



contents Беларусь. Belarus
Monthly magazine

No. 2 (1001), 2017

Published since 1930

State Registration Certificate of mass 
medium No. 8 dated March 2nd, 2009, 
issued by the Ministry of Information 
of the Republic of Belarus

Founders:
The Ministry of Information 
of the Republic of Belarus
‘SB’ newspaper 
editorial office
Belvnesheconombank

Editor: Viktor Kharkov

Executive Secretary:
Valentina Zhdanovich

Design and Layout by
Vadim Kondrashov
Nadezhda Ponkratova

Беларусь. Belarus is published  
in Belarusian, English, Spanish and 
Polish.

Distributed in 50 countries of the world. 
Final responsibility for factual accu-
racy or interpretation rests with the 
authors of the publications. Should 
any article of Беларусь. Belarus be 
used, the reference to the magazine 
is obligatory.

The magazine does not bear respon-
sibility for the contents of advertise-
ments.

Publisher: 
‘SB’ editorial office

This magazine has been printed  
at State Entertainment  
‘Publishers ‘Belarus Printing House’.

79 Nezavisimosti Ave., 
Minsk, Belarus, 220013

Order No. 508
Total circulation — 2,327 copies  
(including 779 in English).

Write us to the address:
11 Kiselyov Str.,
Minsk, Belarus, 220029.
Tel.: +375 (17) 290-62-24,  
290-66-45
Tel./Fax: +375 (17) 290-68-31

www.belarus-magazine.by
E-mail: belmag@sb.by

Subscription index in Belpochta  
catalogue — 74977
For future foreign subscribers 
to ‘Belarus’ magazine, apply 
to ‘MK-Periodica’ agency.

E-mail: info@periodicals.ru

Telephone in Minsk:  
+375 (17) 227-09-10

© Беларусь. Belarus, 2017

4

12	 Precise	direction	shaping	the	future	 
Year of Science launches with symbolic 
awarding of doctor of sciences diplomas 
and professorship certificates, at ceremony 
marked by special content

14	 Scientists	taught	here

18	 Traditions	 of	 high	 intellect	 Belarus-
born people began scientific exploration 
long before the first Belarusian scientific 
institution appeared on the country’s terri-
tory in 1922

24	 New	 orbit	 of	 the	 satellite	 	National 
Academy of Sciences of Belarus to launch 
creation of Belarusian space apparatus with 
high resolution for remote Earth sensing 

33	 Plastic	increasingly	popular		Develop-
ment of non-cash payments is a significant 
strategic task and considerable progress 
has already been made

35	 ‘She	had	a	huge	heart’	 	Aníbal Guara-
glia writes of Belarusian Uliana Drozd, from 
Polesie village of Loktyshi, who, in the 
1930s, moved with her husband and chil-
dren to distant Argentine Berisso

38	 Wings	to	fly,	or	the	path	to	profession		  
This is a true story, about my fellow travel-
ler’s adult son, and may be useful to par-
ents who’d like to long remain friends with 
their children  

44	 Moving	into	your	own	space	

48	 Welcome	to	Novogrudok		This amazing 
town — where history lives — is incredi-
bly wonderful in winter

50	 Sergey	Kovalchik:	‘I	feel	happy	when	
we	inspire	audiences	to	ponder’	

8	 Changes	in	southern		direction		Bela-
rus and Egypt agreed to support each other 
within regional economic associations

10	 Business	attractiveness	of	the	market		 
Sudan among most important Belarusian 
partners in Africa

Masterpieces  
always close to us

30

52

contours  
of reliable 
protection

open forMat of big  
conversation with the president 

1Беларусь. BelaruS
2017



VIKTOR KHARKOV

editor’s note

time of visible  
phenomena   

 I
n selecting materials for publication, we tend to 
focus on a particular theme, assessing what’s most 
significant. 

Notable events are an obvious draw, such as 
the President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
speaking with representatives of the Belarusian 
and foreign media. An expanded format discussion 
was recently organised, entitled ‘Big Conversation 

with the President’. About forty journalists, representing 
the main state and non-state Belarusian media editions, 
and popular online sites, joined members 
of the foreign media. 

Numerous experts, including 
famous political analysts, econo-
mists, and representatives of po-
litical parties, religious confes-
sions and public associations were 
invited to the meeting. They also 
participated in dialogue on the 
most pressing issues. The meeting 
itself lasted for nearly seven and 
a half hours and, no doubt, frag-
ments of the President’s answers 
will be interesting to our readers. 
See Open Format of Big Conver-
sation in this issue.

The beginning of the year was 
marked by Belarusian activity in the 
South and South-Eastern direction. Mr. 
Alexander Lukashenko visited Egypt and Sudan, demon-
strating our multi-vector foreign policy, which is bringing 
benefits, including economic. Read on in Change in South-
ern Direction and Business Attractiveness of the Market.

This being the Year of Science in Belarus, innovative 
achievements are to the fore, with the scientific com-
munity being encouraged to apply itself to commercial 
application. Our interview with the Rector of the Re-
searchers Training Institute of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Belarus, Doctor of Physics and Mathematics, 
Professor Igor Gancherenok, explains all, in Scientists 
Taught Here.

A 14-year-old British girl dying from a rare form of 
cancer has asked to have her body frozen, in hope of be-
ing revived when our medical expertise has progressed. 
Cryoreservoirs, created in the USA and Russia, are holding 
several hundred clients, while the list of interested people 
now exceeds a thousand. It’s hard to imagine them being 
brought back to life, since no such technologies currently 
exist. Even individual organs cannot be made viable after 
freezing, nevermind an entire organism.

However, there has been some success with tissues and 
cells, aiding treatment of various diseases, 

including in Belarus. The state cry-
obank at the Cell Technologies Cen-

tre, overseen by the Institute of Bio-
physics and Cell Engineering of the 
NAS of Belarus, has been working 
in this sphere, as we reveal in Se-
crets of Low Temperatures.

Twice Hero of the Soviet Un-
ion Vladimir Kovalenok, from the 
Minsk Region, is a space veteran, 
having flown on ‘Soyuz-29’ with 
Alexander Ivanchenkov, in 1978. 
At that time, they remained in orbit 
for 140 days: a record. At the time, 
nobody knew whether this duration 

would be possible, or whether the as-
tronauts would suffer irrevocable dam-

age from being so long in space. Read Space 
Chronicles of Vladimir Kovalenok to discover more.

The National Art Museum of Belarus holds a great 
many art objects of not only European, but global value. 
Its archive of paintings features domestic artists, and those 
from abroad, acquired over time. Naturally, not all can be 
displayed permanently, so the museum rotates its exhibi-
tions, creating thematic shows to attract visitors. In Mas-
terpieces Always Close to Us we look at true masterpieces 
of Belarusian and world fine arts held by the country’s 
main museum. 
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panorama
The road leading 
to WTO

Belarus has activated the process of 
joining the World Trade Organisation

M insk has entered the final straight 
in its marathon race of joining the 

World Trade Organisation. The 
first such plans appeared in 
the country’s leadership 
back in 1993 and when, in 
2016, EU sanctions were 
lifted from Belarus, the 
WTO itself decided to 
resume negotiations.

The Belarusian del-
egation, headed by the 
First Deputy Foreign Min-
ister, Andrey Yevdochenko, 
has spent several days working in 
Geneva where the WTO headquarters 
are based.

“I support the speediest accession of 
our Republic to the WTO,” said WTO 
Director-General, Roberto Azevêdo. 

 The session of the working group, dedi-
cated to Minsk’s joining the WTO, fea-
tured representatives of 40 states.

“To a large degree, Belarus has been 
de-facto using the WTO standards and 
is going to actively aim for membership 
in order to use all progressive mecha-
nisms of the organisation,” noted Mr. 

Yevdochenko. “The opening 
of the national market 

for external competi-
tion should proceed 
on the prepared 
ground, enabling 
Belarus to gradu-
ally move towards 

a new position.”
The next such 

session is scheduled for 
the second half of 2017. By 

this time, Minsk plans to imple-
ment recommendations received at 
the session. In line with the existing 
programme of the country’s socio-eco-
nomic development, Belarus should 
become a WTO member by 2020.

Scientists have  
a lot to offer

More than 500 new scientific achieve-
ments on show at an exhibition dedi-
cated to the Day of Belarusian Science 
at the National Academy of Sciences

This large-scale exhibition includes 
the achievements and most impor-

tant outcomes of the sci-tech and in-
novation activity of Belarus. Scientists 
and researchers from the country’s 78 
organisations demonstrate their latest 
developments, including from the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of Belarus, 
the ministries of Education, Industry, 
Health, Agriculture and Food, the 
State Military-Industrial Committee 
and the Defence Ministry, as well as 
from innovation enterprises and tech-
no parks. The developments of young 
scientists were presented separately.

As part of the exhibition, a forum 
of the scientific community was also 



held, dedicated to the Day of Belaru-
sian Science and the Year of Science, 
with the best scientists and researchers 
of the country being given awards. The 
National Academy of Sciences award-
ed winners of the Top 10 2016 contests, 
featuring the work from the National 
Academy of Sciences in the sphere of 
fundamental research.

Hong Kong helps 
find partners

Belarusian governmental delegation 
pays official visit to special administra-
tive district of China

A s part of the visit, Belarus’ First 
Deputy Prime Minister Vasily 

Matyushevsky met with Chief Executive 
of Hong Kong Special Administrative 
District, Liang Zhenying. The two sides 
exchanged opinions on the development 
of co-operation in investment, finance, 
trade, economy and tourism.

After the talks, Belarus and Hong 
Kong signed an agreement on the avoid-
ance of double taxation and on the pre-
vention of income and property tax eva-
sion. In accordance with the agreement, 
the dividend and interest rates will make 
up to 5 percent and the royalty rate from 
3 to 5 percent. Specialists advise that this 
will create favourable conditions for the 
collaboration in finance between the 
Republic of Belarus and the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region.

A further agreement was reached on 
the mutual abolition of visas. It will come 
into force after the completion of inter-
state procedures in Belarus and China 
and will help promote business and tour-
ism contacts between the two countries.

The government delegation took 
part in the investment forum, entitled 
Belarus Calling Hong Kong, dedicated 
to interaction in investment, finance, 
and tourism between Belarus and Hong 
Kong. In his speech, Mr. Matyushevsky 
remarked that the investment forum 
helped Hong Kong business circles learn 
more about Belarus and find reliable Be-
larusian partners in future.
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face to the country

open format  
of big conversation 
with the president   
The President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, held a meeting with representatives of the public, as well as 
Belarusian and foreign mass media. The event took place in an expanded format under the general title Big 
Conversation with the President, featuring around four dozen journalists, representing the largest state and non-
state Belarusian media, alongside popular Internet portals and authoritative foreign mass media. Numerous experts 
were also invited to the meeting, including famous politologists, economists, representatives of parties and public 
organisations. They also took part in dialogue discussing the most serious topics. Mr. Lukashenko’s meeting with 
representatives of the public and mass media was broadcast live by television channels Belarus 1, Belarus 24 and 
the First National TV Channel of Belarusian Radio. The meeting lasted for almost seven and a half hours. We have 
included below extracts of the President’s replies to questions asked by participants at the event

on salaries and pensions
Salaries and pensions can be increased only when we quali-

tatively manufacture in the real sector of the economy more 
goods, and sell them at a higher price. The formula is fixed 
and I can’t invent a new one. This is life and so it will continue. 
There’s a second option — to borrow or take from someone, but 
this is not our preferred choice.

Salaries and pensions can only be raised thanks to the ef-
ficient work of the economy. The more we produce and sell, 
the more currency we’ll receive. We sell about 50 percent of all 
our manufactured produce abroad. We’ll spend what we earn 
to buy essentials to facilitate production: energy carriers, raw 
materials, etc. — i.e. what we lack but need for the economy. We 
need to take care of the production side first.

This is the law and we can’t move away from it. Could we 
have a salary equivalent to $500 in future? $500 is an average 
salary — the amount the state should help a person earn, ena-
bling them to live in the socio-economic system that was creat-
ed by us. Earning more is not prohibited and is even welcomed. 
We live in a market economy.

on state support and privileges
It’s high time we forget such words as privileges and free of 

charge. I underline again that we live in a market economy and 

everyone wants to join the WTO. The attitude of the WTO to-
wards privileges is to give them only to those who bring results. 
We do need to support those whom the state is obliged to and 
those who need assistance. For example, families with many 
children. The major problem is demographic, as we lack a large 
population. We need 2-3 times more people, at least double the 
current figure. Do we have to support families with many chil-
dren? Yes. However, we also need to ask from them too. They 
think that the President should provide for them. And what 
about parents themselves? The state should help and we do. If 
we earn more money, we’ll be able to help more.

on the multi-vector policy
A multi-vector policy was my idea and I felt intuitively it was 

the best way forward. You are aware that not everything worked 
out well with this policy initially. You know it, that we were flying 
with one wing. Where we arrived at — you know that too.

These are traditional ideas, in line with our mentality. We 
should make friends with all our neighbours. Neither Russia, 
nor Ukraine, nor Poland, nor Lithuania are alien to us. They 
are our neighbours. As far as vectors are concerned, we have an 
open economy. Why did I go to Egypt and Sudan? To promote 
our products. I go where doors to trade are open. Thankfully 
many countries have opened their doors to us in recent days 
and none of the President’s trips were loss-making.
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face to the country

on the belarusian model
I believe that the model of our development, and of Slavon-

ic nations in general, is of a socially-oriented economy. I have 
observed the situation in Russia and Ukraine, and I pray this 
doesn’t happen in our country. Any state is worth something 
only when it is reflected in its people. 

A socially-oriented economy is both economy and state 
for the people. Yes, today we’re experiencing bad times. People 
can criticise me for this, some show understanding, some sym-
pathise with me, some agree with me and some criticise me. 
They are all right. We won’t move away from a socially-oriented 
economy and we must ask ourselves how each of us contributes 
to this. I can’t do things if I promised not to do them. This is not 
my policy. I adhere to sincere and honest politics. Fair politics. 
I often say that everything can’t be written in the law. When it’s 
not written down then one must act fairly as we see fit. I place 
justice above all laws. Justice should be the basis for all human 
interrelations, including between people and the state.

on relations with russia
On the one hand, as a President I should not put all my 

cards on the table. Negotiations are always in progress — 
some are open, while other areas are closed, and some things 
are so sensitive that it is impossible to speak of them. But the 

situation pushes to the situation when I should tell you and 
other people fairly — without offending somebody, and be 
absolutely honest. You must understand that as long as I am 
a President, no stone will be thrown at any Russian person. 
But you should also know that Russia has a lot of different 
forces at play. When I speak to Putin — my colleague and 
friend, we are amicable! He tells me openly, ‘do not pay at-
tention...’ There are different forces at work. Unfortunately, 
today they even differ among the country’s administration. 
Some issues are in disagreement with the opinion and deci-
sions of the President — I have often explained this to my 
friend. It’s not good at all. This is not the first time we have 
had disagreements. After all, Russia has often laid claim to 
gas or oil pipes. After such heated discussions and disagree-
ments, they often apologise and put it down to passionate 
feelings, but why should they wound us to the quick? We 
could do without Russian oil but it will be difficult for us. It 
would be unprofitable and inefficient to do so, but freedom 
and independence cannot be measured. If on one scales 
there is independence, while on another — Russian, Iranian, 
Azerbaijan or American oil — it is non-comparable. Any-
way, we will find the way out. Russia, unfortunately, does not 
always understand this... I never run into trouble on pur-
pose. If necessary, I can backtrack and be flexible, but when 
my state and people are insulted I will never accept it...
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face to the country

on the border zone
We [Belarus and Russia] do not have common agreement 

on visas or a single visa. We have the right to accept people into 
our country as we see fit. 

Why should anyone be concerned because we introduced 
visa-free entry for specific states? We position ourselves as the 
centre of Europe and the Eurasian continent. How can it be 
right that the centre is isolated? The main point is that we al-
lowed visa-free entry for five days if they arrive through Minsk 
airport. Why would that pose a threat to Russia’s national secu-
rity? Things remain as they were. You arrive either with a visa 
or without a visa, and you go through passport control.

There is a list of people banned in Belarus and Russia, a 
single list for the union, which is checked electronically. You 
cannot enter the country if you are on this list. Nothing has 
changed in this respect. We have the right to take this decision, 
we are a sovereign independent state. Furthermore, we have 
already adopted this document.

We protect our common space carefully. Russians have 
never been and will never be strangers to us. Ill thought-out, 
unreconciled measures only worsen our relations.

on relations with the west
As for the western countries, I have already said that we fol-

low a multi-vector policy. In practice, we didn’t quite manage to 
make it work as we wished through no fault of our own, as they 
imposed sanctions. Do we have nuclear weapons? Do we have an 
economy where we can afford to dictate to others? We said that 
we didn’t need those sanctions and didn’t deserve them, thank-
fully they have now been lifted. Our economy has not yet seen 
the benefits from this, but we have begun making agreements.

We must make great efforts to step up our machine build-
ing and petrochemical industries, this all exists in the West. The 
economy needs to receive a boost but the main issue is financ-
ing. There is an enormous amount of money in the West and 
if we could take loans at least at a mid-level, low interest rate, it 
would be beneficial for us.

on military co-operation with russia
I proposed the idea to President Putin that we conduct 

military manoeuvres, large and small, every two years, one 
year in Russia and the next in Belarus. Now it’s our turn 
to host the drills (West-2017). It will be an open exercise, 
we will invite everyone to show that we are not going to 
attack anyone, we don’t have any such intentions. There is 
some concern about the military base, but in a modern war 
against NATO, for example, what use is an aeroplane? War 
is different today, you may be able to fly freely in Syria when 
there’s no air defence system, but here in Belarus, when you 
have just taken off we can see you 200km away, and your 
minutes are numbered. With only two missiles on a runway, 
no aeroplane would take off.

If people think that Russia is bringing troops here to occupy 
Belarus, they are mistaken. Russia has not loaded equipment 
on trains and is not ‘occupying’ Belarus, let alone attempting to 
fight from railway platforms.

During the upcoming drills, troops will be deployed at 
places close to the training area, a camp will be arranged, 
a certain amount of armaments to shoot the training tar-
gets will be brought. Everything is controlled. Russia will 
never occupy Belarus and the defence of our Motherland 
is a holy mission.

on the nuclear power plant
The IAEA and all the countries agree that everyone 

can build nuclear power plants. Why is it not similarly 
acceptable for Belarus?” Our nuclear plant is not being 
built by a weak state. It’s being built by Russia, a nuclear 
state who seeks to show a new generation of nuclear pow-
er plants how to build the safest. Nuclear power plants 
are the cheapest way to produce energy. We will have to 
repay fewer loans. Semashko [V.I. Semashko — Deputy 
Prime Minister] is controlling every nut and bolt. When 
there was an incident with the reactor body frame, I im-
mediately ordered it replaced. We are a Chernobyl-af-
fected country, it’s a sensitive issue. They removed it and 
brought a new one.

I ask the Lithuanians: why are you ‘fighting’ against us on 
this issue? We don’t complain that you have a dangerous Ignali-
na plant that you should close. God forbid, something happens 
there. This is the worst plant in the world. Let’s make an agree-
ment that it will be our common plant. We can even accept all 
Lithuanian people to work at our plant as we need experienced 
specialists. The main thing is to produce electricity. The Lithua-
nians are facing a deficit, we will sell it at a reasonable price. 
They agree, but then they politicise the issue publicly in the 
media, we must reach agreement by considering the economy 
rather than politics.
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face to the country

on refugees
The mass media has reported that we are creating refugee 

camps, using 7m Euros allocated by the EU. What are these 
camps? Where are they situated? We want to build temporary 
detention facilities at the border for illegal immigrants to be 
kept in human conditions until we decide what to do with 
them. We have never and will never build camps for the recep-
tion of refugees.

on the national idea
An idea is needed, clear and concisely formulated, to en-

capsulate our beliefs as a state. I have come to believe that, 
probably, in our development we have not yet reached the point 
where this idea would strike our minds and hearts. I have put 
myself at rest: if the society cannot come up with anything, then 
I cannot suggest anything either because this is a very respon-
sible task. So we live as we do, without this idea. Though we 
would want to have one. I don’t believe this is an easy thing to 
‘invent’ it but must come from our society and its ideals, as well 
as the way we live in the modern world. We have not existed as 
a sovereign, independent country for long and therein lies the 
difficulty in modernising our ideology. Even Russia is not able 
to formulate it clearly. For everyone to be on board, it needs to 
be a clear yet detailed philosophy.

In the modern world, these ideals will be essential for 
the development of our country and are the future for our 
young people.

on language
I am very careful regarding this issue. Thankfully, nei-

ther Russian, Belarusian or any of our other languages 
have become a stumbling block in our society. While I’m 
the President, I wouldn’t allow anyone to offend others on 
the language issue or divide people by the degree of their 
knowledge of Belarusian. 

Turning to the national university, I recall the Belarusian 
State University. Isn’t it national? They are all our national insti-
tutions — lecturing in Russian, Belarusian, English and other 
languages. Are you talking of a university or higher education 
establishment offering classes in Belarusian? I can say neither 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ to the issue until I understand it thoroughly. It is 
necessary to study the problem, I agree but I’m against people 
proclaiming: ‘I speak Belarusian and, so I’m more Belarusian 
than others’. I urge you also not to give up on the Russian lan-
guage. Otherwise, you’ll be rejecting one of your native fea-
tures: the Russian language is great and it’s ours too.

on the death penalty
I’m not bloodthirsty. When I receive execution files and 

need to sign each death warrant, you cannot imagine what I 
feel. I’m the last person (common in many states) to put my 
signature on the paper. I understand that someone will be gone 
afterwards. 

I’m provided with files, photos, operating materials, films 
and so on. On seeing them, my blood runs cold. When a person 
is mutilated by a criminal or a woman is drowned in a bath and 
then cut to pieces — to be later taken away and hidden — this 
person is worse than an animal. Some say that no-one has the 
right to execute others. God gives life and God must take it 
away. However, who has given these people the right to take 
others’ lives? These are my feelings on the matter. 

Politics is another issue. When pressure is put on us 
to abolish the death penalty I often tell them: let’s start 
with America. Press them first to abolish it — in addition 
to others whom you admire and take money from. Let’s 
start with them. I feel there are double standards on the 
issue from Europe. In addition, there are also restraining 
factors. I have no right to cancel or impose a moratorium 
on the death penalty. We held a referendum. If Belaru-
sians had not had such a referendum, I would probably 
have thought about it from another angle. When I’m be-
ing pressured on this I say: let’s convince society. Let’s 
have this debate in Parliament, among political parties 
and public organisations. If we then ask people — after 
sharing all the pros and cons — and the majority vote 
against the death penalty, I will sign the results of the 
referendum on the same day.

on the belarusian dream
I would be happy if Belarusians always have money in their 

pockets and can satisfy their needs. As for the state, I would 
like to see my country, where I am the first President, quiet, 
peaceful and convenient for people. I’d want it to be conform-
able for you to live in and, on going away, to miss home on the 
second day.

I want every Belarusian and everyone who visits us to be 
eager to return here. If your soul is here — in Belarus, then it 
means I’ve not spent my presidency in vain.
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cooperation

The beginning of the year was marked by Belarus’ 
external activity in the southern and south-eastern 
direction, with Alexander Lukashenko paying two 
visits — to Egypt and Sudan. These two events testify 
to our multi-vector foreign policy and bring benefits, 
including economic.

changes  
in southern  
direction
Belarus and Egypt agreed to support each other within  
regional economic associations

 T
he official visit of the President 
of Belarus to Egypt began on 
Sunday — the first working day 
for the Arab republic. From the 
very first morning, we were al-
most ‘deafened’ by the noisy life 
of a 20 million population mega-
polis, with its endless traffic jams 
and emotional local residents. 
Saying this, the Egyptians are 
benevolent, open and sincere. 
It’s the first thing you notice as a 
foreigner.

Alexander Lukashenko and the President of Egypt, Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, chatted in a calm and spiritual atmosphere. I can 
only suppose that such a trusting environment at top-level made 
an impression at the Belarusian-Egyptian business forum.

The brightest and most significant event of the fo-
rum was a major exhibition of Belarusian machinery. 

New energy-intensive tractors and MAZ vehicles didn’t 
wait long to attract customers, with contracts signed on 
the spot. The Director General of Minsk Tractor Works, 
Fiodor Domotenko, looked rather pleased, even de-
lighted. His programme began with the opening of a 
modernised tractor plant in Alexandria, which will be 
assembling up to 2,000 Belarusian tractors (even double 
this figure in future) annually, for sale not only to local 
farmers but for export.

The Director General of Minsk Automobile Works 
(MAZ), Dmitry Katerinich, eagerly shared his plans to 
open two assembly production facilities in Egypt by the 
end of next year. 

The Chairman of the Belarusian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Vladimir Ulakhovich, was also gener-
ous in his praise, saying, “Around 400 Egyptian companies 
have shown interest in co-operation with us. Importantly, 
we’ve gained a serious foothold in the machine-building 
sector, for the long haul. Egypt is a gateway to Africa for us, 
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cooperation

and a perfect venue for promoting our goods to the whole 
continent. Cairo is also keen to speedily join the EAEU 
free trade zone.”

Previously, the President had set the task of sending 
one third of Belarusian exports to countries in the distant 
arc. In this respect, Africa was ‘off radar’ until recently, 
with no breakthrough in this direction. However, there are 
definitely opportunities. For example, in Cairo, I noticed 
that drinking water is scarce. It’s a true luxury in Egypt, de-
spite the hot weather. Why shouldn’t we establish exports 
where we have plenty?

Reduced economic activity can be partially explained 
by revolutions and upheavals in the region, following the 
‘Arab Spring’. However, Egypt is gradually recovering from 
the consequences of political storms, and is headed by a 
strong and decisive leader. El-Sisi, who had a brilliant mili-
tary career, achieving the rank of Field Marshal, plans to 
diversify external policy, with the accent on trusted and 
reliable friends. Cairo views our country among these 
friends and Mr. Lukashenko has advised businesses to be 
more active.

“Businessmen should regularly communicate, while 
politicians should create conditions to support this. Egypt 
is lucky in its President: a strong and courageous person 
who has ensured vital peace and stability in the country. 
Now, it’s the turn of businesses to speak out. We’ve always 

been reliable, keeping our promises. We won’t let you 
down,” asserted Mr. Lukashenko.

The establishment of joint assembly production is only 
one link in this chain. Egypt has elaborated a whole national 
programme on the development of new deposits of granite, 
marble, gold, tin, limestone, and other mineral resources. 
BelAZ machinery will prove useful, alongside geological-
survey technologies. The project to drill deep-water wells 
in Egypt will also be attractive to our specialists.

Another problem of a densely-populated state is evident 
when driving along some Cairo streets. Egypt processes 
just 4 percent out of 25 million tonnes of waste, so Belaru-
sian technologies will be very useful in this respect.

We have plans to liaise in the spheres of agriculture, 
military-industrial, science and pharmaceuticals, via vari-
ous treaties, agreements and contracts, worth dozens of 
millions of US Dollars. Mr. Lukashenko stressed, “It’s im-
portant that we don’t only sell Belarusian technologies 
but install our technologies and specialists, to help set up 
benchmark enterprises, showing how we can teach Egyp-
tians to manufacture these goods. Soon, our two govern-
ments will elaborate a clear, step-by-step plan of action. 
Afterwards, the President of Egypt will make a return visit 
to Minsk, to promote new projects.”

After the official visit to Egypt, the Belarusian Presi-
dent flew to Khartoum.
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Alexander lukashenko and Abdel Fattah el-Sisi during the visit to the exhibition of Belarusian equipment

9Беларусь. BelaruS
2017



business 
attractiveness  
of the market

Sudan among most important 
Belarusian partners in Africa

 T
he core events of the President’s 
visit to Sudan took place in Khar-
toum, with Alexander Lukashenko 
holding negotiations with President 
Omar al-Bashir, and meeting depu-
ties from the lower and upper cham-
bers of Parliament in the National 
Assembly. Our two countries are 
keen to promote mutual relations, 
as reflected in the declaration by our 

heads of state. The presidents also signed an agreement 
on friendship and co-operation. The overall impression is 
that Sudan is businesslike, friendly and open to meaning-
ful dialogue across all topics, surpassing expectations.

Preparing for the trip, I was studying information 
about Sudan online. Now that I’ve seen the country, I can 
assert that the world knows very little about it. Every-
thing written on the web should be treated with major 
scepticism.

We tend to think of Sudan as being faced with a 
tough internal political situation, and locals being wary 
of strangers. We see them as clinging to their traditions 
and punishing severely those breaching them, including 
foreign travellers.

In fact, Sudan is quite different. Its people are amiable 
and welcoming, ready to shake hands with anyone they see. 
They happily pose for photos with you, and souvenir sell-
ers, though needing to make a living, will agree to halve, 
or reduce by two-thirds, the price of their goods. They ask 
about life in Belarus and say that Lukashenko is good.

Belarusian flags and posters with the two countries’ 
presidents are often seen in Khartoum’s streets. I don’t 
speak the language but, judging by the focus of local TV 
programmes, they place much emphasis on the Belaru-
sian leader’s visit. The Sudanese are well aware of this 
political event, and welcome it, with clear reason.

cooperation
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Alexander lukashenko speaks at the Parliament of Sudan
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Sudan is tired of living under sanctions, though, for-
tunately, they’ve softened and may soon be lifted. Sudan 
is some way from being a wealthy country, yet isn’t poor. 
Provided that a smart approach is taken with resources, 
Khartoum has every chance of becoming one of Africa’s 
growth points. The country is abundant in mineral re-
sources, and the land flooded by the Nile generates rich 
harvests. Meanwhile, the population is rising by a mil-
lion annually. This is a strong starting point from which 
Sudan is seeking new partners across the globe. Sudan 
is tired of biased attitudes; it wants to make friends and, 
when it sees the same intention from counterparts, is ea-
ger to respond.

News agencies have already disseminated informa-
tion on the economic outcomes of the visit. Therefore, 
I won’t spend long on those. Minsk and Khartoum have 
expressed mutual interest in establishing joint companies 
to manufacture Belarusian agricultural machinery. The 
local market is also open to our mining trucks, as well as 
goods made at Minsk Automobile Works and Belshina, 
food and fertilisers. The oil and gas sector is interested 
in Belarusian expertise in geologic exploration and drill-
ing. Meanwhile, Sudan’s agriculturists are keen to benefit 
from our technology, to enhance efficiency. It’s impos-
sible to list every sphere of possible liaison, but contracts 
worth $50 million were signed in a single day at the Bela-
rusian-Sudanese business forum, that took place during 
the Belarusian leader’s visit to the country.

Strategic plans and open dialogue are vital at this 
stage. Omar al-Bashir has been inspired by Alexander 
Lukashenko’s proposal to follow up agreements with par-
ticular projects. Minsk has invited Sudanese government 
and business representatives to visit our country soon, to 
work jointly with Belarusian counterparts to define three 
to five areas for our roadmap of co-operation.

The Belarusian President stresses, “We’ve always kept 
our promises. If we make agreements, we do our best to 
promptly implement these agreements. If Sudanese ex-
perts and government members act quickly, in the com-
ing two or three years, we’ll create production facilities 
that will operate in Sudan for years.”

Open dialogue was clear during the President’s dis-
cussions with Sudanese members of Parliament. I was 
impressed by two things. Firstly, women occupy at least 
half of the seats in the National Assembly, showing that 
we should not make assumptions about how women are 
treated in Sudan. Secondly, the audience interrupted the 
President’s speech with applause about twenty times, 
showing their understanding ahead of the simultaneous 
interpretation from Russian into Arabic. Every single 
proposal was welcomed.

The President spoke of assembly lines involving Su-
danese specialists, and Belarus’ willingness to offer train-

ing, so that locally based plants may thrive, benefitting 
the country’s economy and its rate of employment.

The topic of drinking water shortage was touched 
upon. Does it make sense to launch projects to supply this 
resource? Taking into account distances, water might end 
up costing as much as gold. The President has proposed 
sharing the technology of water-well drilling. Meanwhile, 
he confessed his surprise at learning that Sudan’s agricul-
tural sector has 130 million cattle. Asking how much meat 
is processed, the answer was none, leading Mr. Lukashenko 
to suggest the building of a joint meat processing plant, 
with sales not only to Sudan but to neighbouring coun-
tries. “If you decide that it suits you, we’ll extrapolate this 
experience across the entire country,” said the President. 

Dialogue with Minsk is important to Khartoum, of-
fering tangible benefits. We aren’t making vague state-
ments, but are declaring intentions, that may turn into 
implementable plans, should the other party wish them 
to be so. Minsk invites Khartoum to engage in equal and 
mutually beneficial partnership. This has special value.

belarusian supplies to sudan:
January-November

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

10,3

37,0
24,2

15,4 15,5

32,4

70,7

28,0
32,0

41,4

Bilateral trade between Belarus and Sudan  
comprises almost exclusively of Belarusian exports

Republic of Belarus Republic of the Sudan
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precise 
direction 
shaping  
the future

This year, the sphere of intellectual 
labour is to receive close attention. We 
all know how quickly new technolo-
gies become obsolete, making innova-
tion vital. Addressing scientists at the 
awards ceremony, President Alexander 
Lukashenko noted, “Breakthrough re-
search has a direct impact on our well-
being and on the intellectual develop-
ment of the nation. In the long run, it 
determines the state’s level of economic 
competitiveness within the interna-
tional arena. Moreover, it guarantees 
our political weight in the world.”

The President’s dialogue is a pro-
logue for wider discussion of prospects 
for Belarusian science, with conferences 
planned through the year, involving 
large numbers of participants.

Belarus has achieved much in the 
spheres of nuclear engineering, space ex-
ploration, and biotechnologies, with en-
tirely new innovative branches launching 
almost from scratch. Built on our legacy 
from Soviet times, innovations aim to 
serve real needs. Commercial applica-
tion is essential to generate revenue, as 
the President noted, citing his recent vis-

its to Egypt and Sudan. Some may won-
der at the benefit of such far flung part-
ners, but there’s no denying the number 
of countries lacking even half what we 
possess technologically. They may boast 
colossal mineral resources but they lack 
the necessary knowledge and skills to 
make the most of their natural wealth. 
Think of Africa, with its colonial past, 
once exploited for its mineral resources 
without care for people’s intellectual de-
velopment. Today, African states are in 
a position to gain financially and intel-
lectually from partnership.

YEAR OF YEAR OF year of ScIeNce

year of Science launches with symbolic awarding of doctor  
of sciences diplomas and professorship certificates,  
at ceremony marked by special content
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our income and standard of living 
should rise.

The President underlined, “The na-
tional situation is not catastrophic; peo-
ple can earn money. Nevertheless, we 
need to improve standards of living. The 
average salary of $500 is not staggering. 
I’ve been told that, in December of last 
year, the average salary was roughly $417: 
not that far from the target of $500.”

Some may view this as rather a mod-
est sum; however, taking into account the 
degree of social provision, the figure can 
be considered differently. You might earn 
double that figure and then immediately 
spend it on educating your children, on 
medical services, and the full payment of 
utility bills. There would be no guarantee 
of anything being left afterwards…

Though the conversation with sci-
entists took place on the eve of the holi-
day, the President finished the event in a 
businesslike manner, promising ‘serious 
pressure’ in promoting ‘efficient produc-
tion methods’.

By Dmitry Kryat

alexander Lukashenko:

We didn’t pay a great price for independence: 
all nations fought, and our brotherly 
Ukraine is fighting today. We won’t be 
dragged into fighting. Belarus is a peace-
loving nation. Maybe, God set these difficult 
tasks for us to understand the value of 
independence. Only by joint efforts will we 
prevail. Thank God, the economy is the main 
field of our fight for independence, without 
military or political issues.

YEAR OF YEAR OF year of ScIeNce
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Belarus isn’t short of potential 
partners with whom to share exper-
tise, generating valuable contacts, and 
revenue, along the way. However, as 
the President reminds us, technologies 
in demand today can become useless 

almost overnight, so we must stay on 
our toes.

The path towards achieving our 
goals lies through a scientific approach. 
If innovations enhance economic ef-
ficiency and labour productivity, then 
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О
scientists  
taught here

YEAR OF YEAR OF 

2017 is the Year of Science, as proclaimed by the decree of the Prwsident of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, 
aiming to raise the status and role of science within the social and economic development of the country, 
and to create favourable conditions for scientific potential. This year, special attention is being paid to 
scientific achievements and the major role of the scientific community. Scientists’ top achievements are to be 
publicised, as the Rector of the Researchers Training Institute of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, 
Doctor of Physical and Mathematical Science, Professor Igor Gancherenok, tells us.

Obviously, the Year of Science aims 
to promote awareness of the work of our 
scientific community, so we’ll be hearing 
a great deal about scientists’ successes. 
Let’s talk about your Institute and its 
staff training. What are your goals and 
objectives?

In December 2001, the Research-
ers Training Institute was established 
at the National Academy of Sciences 
of Belarus. Its main objectives envis-
age integration of higher education 
and science, strengthening of ties be-
tween higher schools and academic 

scientific-research establishments, 
and staff training for Belarusian NAS 
scientific organisations. Over the past 
fifteen years, the Institute has become 
a unique national establishment of 
higher education, preserving and de-
veloping national and international 

year of ScIeNce
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experience in the field of research 
training.

We position our Institute as a lead-
ing national and European research 
and education centre, focused on pro-
viding a full cycle of highly qualified 
scientific staff training, in accordance 
with modern high-tech needs. It also 
provides functions of additional of 
education for the formation of inno-
vative perceptiveness while encourag-
ing responsible public stance among 
heads of scientific and educational 
institutions.

What are the peculiarities of the 
Institute’s work? Students study at 
higher educational establishments; 
however, the preparation of scien-
tific staff is something different. 
Tell us more about training at the 
Institute.

At the moment,  the National 
Academy of Sciences is transforming 
into a major research and produc-
tion corporation. New industries are 
launching countrywide, shaping the 
future of the economy, as highlighted 
by the Chairman of the Presidium of 
the National Academy of Sciences, 
Vladimir Gusakov, at the 5th All-Be-
larusian People’s Congress.

Our Institute’s development is 
in line with this strategy, promoting 
co-operation with scientific organisa-
tions, scientific-practical centres and 
public organisations, universities and 
other educational institutions, minis-
tries and agencies. We’re supporting 
socio-economic and cultural trans-
formation, taking into account the 
need to raise the quality of services, 
including exports, and the standard 
of personnel development, through 
investment and motivation. 

Our priorities include intensive 
formation of infrastructure, infor-
mation openness and transparency, 
promotion of an effective image, and 
work with students, schoolteachers, 
and regional institutions to ensure 
that talented young people country-
wide have access to elite education 
and research. We’re keen on co-op-
eration with international scientific 
and educational organisations and 
associations.

The European Institute of Inno-
vation and Technology (EIT) can be 
viewed as a prototype for developing 
our Institute, since it aims to promote 
sustainable economic growth and the 
competitiveness of a united Europe, 
through the integration of the most 
promising areas of innovation, scien-

tific-research and educational activ-
ity. 

I’d like to stress that the EIT is 
promoted as a new model of interac-
tion and synergy of science, educa-
tion and business and is viewed as a 
symbol of the formation of a single 
European scientific space and a cata-
lyst for the development of scientific-
educational and innovative centres in 
the EU. We’re studying other interna-
tional models — including the Korea 
Institute of Science and Technology, 
the Graduate School of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy. We’re gathering the best foreign 
experience, for careful analysis.

The importance of expertise in 
science seems to be on everyone’s 
lips. Tell us about graduates of your 
Institute. Where do they tend to end 
up working?

Our graduates are masters of sci-
ence. Our modern post-graduate 
Master’s degree is unique and offered 
across the following specialties: bi-
ology, art, engineering, engineering 
science, applied mathematics and 
computer science, sociology, physics, 
chemistry, economics and economic 
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management. The list is constantly ex-
panding and new programmes added 
— primarily those relating to innova-
tion. We’re eager to invite foreign ex-
perts into our training programmes, 
to help plan the curriculum and cre-
ate textbooks in English, as well as 
educating foreign personnel. Our 
curriculum includes such subjects as 
‘philosophy and methodology of sci-
ence’, ‘foreign language’ and ‘funda-
mentals of IT’. Candidates’ exams and 
differentiated tests are envisaged.

Undergraduates study specialised 
subjects, have practical studies and 
are actively engaged in research work. 
Among our lecturers and supervisors 
are doctors and candidates of scienc-
es, leading scientists and specialists of 
academic organisations, experts, and 
professors of Belarusian universities. 
We invite acting members and cor-
responding members of Belarus’ Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, to act as 
supervisors of Master’s programmes, 
which helps in our quality assurance 
system. We monitor constantly, to en-
sure steady improvement of our edu-
cational processes and to find new 
ways of developing undergraduates’ 
artistic potential.

Our Master’s programme con-
cludes with the defence of a Master’s 
thesis, aimed at solving a real scien-
tific task or problem, as part of the Be-
larusian NAS’ innovative production 
(often, as part of national or inter-
national projects). State examination 
commissions and our scientif-
ic staff annually acknowl-
edge the high level of 
knowledge shown by 
our graduates, their 
deep understanding 
of  their  subjects , 
the relevance of 
their research and 
their creative ap-
proach to solving 
problems.

As a rule,  over 
80 percent of students 

receive the highest scores in their fi-
nal certification. We produce winners 
in the ‘100 Ideas for Belarus’ com-
petition, participate in international 
grants, make unique creative discov-
eries, register patents, and release pub-
lications in leading national and in-
ternational editions. We demonstrate 
the maturity of our Master’s degree 
holders, as well as their professional 
analytical and research competencies, 
enabling them to successfully work in 
scientific organisations, state man-
agement bodies and the private sec-
tor. Most of our graduates begin their 
careers at institutions of the Academy 
of Sciences, with over half (the high-
est rate in the country) successfully 
entering post-graduate courses.

As never before, applied science 
is coming to the fore. Does your cur-
riculum reflect this? How is the edu-
cational process oriented to modern 
‘challenges’?

The educational process at the In-
stitute is inextricably linked to priority 
research areas, as defined by the state. 
Our strategic objectives follow those 
of the Belarusian NAS, for the com-
plex prognosis of sci-tech progress 

and priorities for Belarus’ 
scientif ic-technical 
activity until 2020. 

These are of fundamental importance 
for the sustainable and dynamic de-
velopment of the modern state.

We must remember that modern 
science and education are developing 
in the context of global challenges, 
instability of values, and large-scale 
inter-state and dynamic integration 
processes. With this in mind, we’ve 
optimised the scientific and educa-
tional process, while intensifying 
international co-operation. We’re 
creating a system of additional edu-
cation, ensuring professional scien-
tific communication in Belarusian 
and Russian for foreign citizens. We 
advocate the clustering of educational 
programmes as part of the ‘University 
3.0 — Science, Education, Innovation’ 
paradigm. The Institute has been in-
tegrating science and education for 
many years, as part of its liaisons with 
scientific organisations, sharing joint 
scientific equipment and resources, 
to promote scientific-methodical and 
material-technical logistics.

Tell us about the period of educa-
tion at the Institute.

We offer educational programmes 
of various duration, from one-day 
seminars and week-long improve-
ment courses to a one-year Master’s 
degree and three-year post-graduate 
courses. We aim for a full cycle of re-
search training, to nurture profession-
al interest, promote achievement and 
maintain professional competence in 
research and innovation. Continuity 
and succession are important.

Is there any specialisa-
tion at the Institute? Which 
research areas are most 
popular with students?

We train researchers 
to ensure the intellectual 
security of the state, aim-
ing to make science the 
foundation of the econo-

YEAR OF YEAR OF year of ScIeNce
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my and, as President Alexander Lu-
kashenko recently stressed, the ‘fun-
damental of state ideology’. Another 
distinguishing feature of our Institute 
is that we encourage independent 
thinking, offering undergraduates 
a great degree of freedom in choos-
ing their scientific and educational 
paths. After all, each future scientist 
is unique.

In recent years, optimisation has 
become the trend. The world is look-
ing for optimal solutions to crisis situ-
ations. It’s difficult to find these solu-
tions, and much depends on training. 
How is the Institute responding, and 
what success has it seen?

Our ‘formula’ unites scientific and 
educational values: truth, progress 
and responsibility. We encourage 
sensibility to innovations and focus 
on achieving results. The key to suc-
cess rests on intense creative work, as 
we’ll pursue in the Year of Science. I 
admire the words of Grace Hopper, 
born 110 years ago, and who became 
a Rear Admiral. As a mathematician, 
she also wrote the first programming 
language. She said: ‘A ship in port is 
safe, but that’s not what ships are 
built for’.

As regards our search for optimal 
solutions, academician Vladimir Gu-
sakov recently stated in an interview 
that ‘Nothing is impossible in modern 
science. Only reasonable compatibil-

ity is needed’. In my view, the latter is 
the optimum solution.

Our scientists have been work-
ing with foreign colleagues on joint 
programmes. Does the Institute’s pro-
gramme place emphasis on this? 

We’re developing Master’s pro-
grammes unique within the European 

region; these enjoy significant export 
potential. Our partners include lead-
ing universities in Europe and Asia. 
E-health, nano-materials and nanote-
chnology, additive technologies and 
renewable energy are highly sought 
after in the world of training, so we’re 
offering and developing these.

What  kind of  t raining  pro-
grammes does the Institute offer to 
foreign students, and what are the 
conditions of training?

English speaking foreigners have 
the opportunity to study, prepare re-
search and a thesis in English, choos-
ing from forty-seven post-graduate 
courses, across scientific, technical 
and humanitarian areas. It’s the wid-
est choice in the country.

We’re developing English lan-
guage Master’s degree programmes. 
The Institute is on the list of univer-
sities recommended by the Ministry 
of Education to foreign institutions 
(so that, for example, Chinese stu-

dents are encouraged to come here to 
study). With tutors and leading scien-
tists from Belarus’ National Academy 
of Sciences, we’re developing research 
topics for future foreign post-gradu-
ate students, placing them on the of-
ficial website of the Institute. We offer 
training courses in Russian and Bela-
rusian as foreign languages, as well as 
major subjects for entering Belarusian 
universities.

Of course, the international char-
acter of modern scientific research 
should promote academic mobility, 
for students, young scientists and 
professors. We focus on interacting 
with foreign partners and embassies 
— to ensure training abroad, par-
ticipation in international scientific 
competitions and realisation of joint 
research grants.

The Year of Science has just begun 
but time is passing rapidly. Probably, 
some preliminary plans are avail-
able. What’s being done to ensure the 
year is a success for the Institute? 

The Year of Science is to be a 
time of active and systematic work 
to develop the Institute. As regards 
luck, we strive to conform to the idea 
formulated by the great Russian sur-
geon, naturalist and educator, Nikolay 
Pirogov, who said: ‘It’s impossible to 
distinguish between education and 
science at a university. Science shines 
and warms — even without educa-
tion. In turn, education — without 
science — only shines, no matter how 
attractive its appearance’.

In other words, we should be no-
ticeable and successful, competitive 
and efficient. We must train our in-
tellectual elite, ensuring dynamic and 
sustainable development of our mod-
ern, young independent state. Fol-
lowing the President’s words, we’re 
focused not simply on training sci-
entific staff but ‘scientists able to pro-
duce something great’.

By Vladimir Mikhailov

We have a unique opportunity to  
invite full members and corresponding 
members of the NAS of Belarusas 
supervisors of Master’s programs.  
All this works for the development  
of the creative potential of graduates 
and the quality of knowledge
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YEAR OF YEAR OF year of ScIeNce · a looK at history

 RESEARCHES

TECHNOLOGIES

INNOVATION

INTELLECT

PROGRESS

NADEZHDA PoNKRAToVA

traditions  
of high intellect

Belarus-born people 
began scientific 
exploration long 
before the first 
Belarusian scientific 
institution appeared 
on the country’s 
territory in 1922

T
he Year of Science in 
Belarus began with 
press conferences, 
round table discus-
sions and interviews 
with Belarusian sci-
entists. Its goal is to 
enhance the role of 

science in fulfilling the socio-economic 
development of the country, to create 
favourable conditions for preserving 
and developing our scientific potential 
and to further the international image of 
Belarus as a country with a high level of 
intellectual and human capital.

Editorial offices and journalists often 
meet scholars, to determine which acute 
scientific topics need further exploration. 
The most important determine the out-
lines of the ‘continent of science’ in con-
temporary Belarusian society. Scientific 
research in Belarus is closely connected 
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with the economy: around 85 percent of 
investments into science are directed to-
wards applied innovation, with practical 
and commercial use.

Space themes are to the fore, with 
the National Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus working on a new Belarusian 
space satellite (BKA-2). With colleagues 
from the Belarusian State University, 
specialists from the National Academy 
have also created a nano-satellite, due 
for launch in 2017. Its control system 
is being created and the nano-satellite 
will be used for both educational and 
scientific purposes.

Presenting the Year of Science in 
Belarus, the Chairman of the Presid-
ium of the National Academy of Sci-
ences, Vladimir Gusakov, stressed that 
the scientific sphere is shifting towards a 
‘cluster structure’. He tells us, “Inter-dis-
ciplinary scientific-research centres and 
scientific-technological clusters of re-
search and strategic character have been 
set up and are successfully operating 
at the National Academy. Meanwhile, 
comprehensive scientific-production 
associations are being established across 
the most popular areas.”

Science is moving forward at a rapid 
pace, with innovation encouraged. He 
names the Scientific-Technological 
Park BelBioGrad as an example, with 
its complete cycle of works: from re-
search and development to production 
of science-intensive goods. The most 
important scientific projects of the year 
include the new Belarusian satellite for 
remote Earth sensing, an ultra-mod-
ern multi-functional pilotless aircraft, 
and the development of 3D printing. 
Much attention is also being paid to the 
maintenance of the nuclear power sta-
tion, being built near Ostrovets, in the 
Grodno Region. While nuclear energy 
will soon occupy a significant place in 
the country’s energy balance, new types 
of power engineering, including solar, 
continue being developed.

Since Soviet times, Belarus has pos-
sessed significant scientific-technologi-
cal potential across a range of branches, 

of regional and global scale. For 2016, Be-
larus was ranked 37th among 163 states 
in the ‘Science and Technology’ nomina-
tion in the Good Country Index.

‘…a very scholarly 
young man has arrived’

It’s symbolic that this is the Year of 
Science, as we celebrate the 95th anni-
versary of the opening of the first sci-
entific-research institution in Belarus: 
the Institute of Culture of Belarus (In-
belkult). In 1928, the National Academy 
of Sciences of Belarus was established on 
its premises.

Four centuries earlier, Belarusian 
lands brought forth the intellectual elite 
of Europe. After the times of Ancient 
Rus, our territories became part of 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Rus 
and Jemoit. Researchers assert that 
the dual-ethnic state was established 
around 1245-1315, from the Baltic 
tribes and a considerable part of An-
cient Rus territory. In the face of external 
threats, the Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
sought powerful allies. In 1569, a Unia 
was signed in Lublin, in the east of Po-
land: an agreement for state-political un-
ion between the Grand Duchy of Lithua-
nian and Poland. In this way, the Rzecz 
Pospolita was founded (translated from 
Polish as the ‘republic’). A new state ap-
peared on the European map: one of the 
most powerful at that time. However, 
nothing lasts forever. Geopolitical events 
of the late 18th century brought an end 
to the state: three partitions of the Rzecz 
Pospolita (1772, 1793 and 1795) which 
resulted in Belarusian lands joining the 
Russian Empire.

What do we know about our ances-
tors from the times of the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania? The first-printer and 
enlightener, Doctor of Arts Francysk 
Skaryna, lived at that time. He was also 
a Doctor of Medicine, having passed 
an exam in Italian Padua, in 1512. Ital-
ian archives reveal a precious document 
from that time, speaking of our coun-
tryman. It states: ‘My honourable doc-
tors! My reason for calling on you is the 

following: a very scholarly young man, 
a doctor of arts, has arrived. He is poor 
and has come from very remote lands, 
probably 4,000 miles or more away from 
this glorious city, in order to increase the 
fame and glory of Padua, as well as of the 
community of the gymnasium’s philoso-
phers and of our holy Collegium. He has 
appealed to the Collegium to allow him 
(as a gift and special mercy) to study 
medicine at this holy Collegium. If you 
allow, I will present him. A young man, 
the above-mentioned doctor of arts, is 
Francysk Skaryna, a son of the deceased 
Luka Skaryna from Pol-
otsk, a Rusyn.’ 

The docu-
ment is signed ‘Tadeo 

Musatti, St. Urban Church, Padua, 
October 5th, 1512’.

It’s not known where Skaryna stud-
ied in order to pass that exam. Last year, 
scholar Ales Zhlutka, after working in 
the Vatican archives, suggested that 
Francysk Skaryna spent some time at 
the court of Danish King Hans (John), 
where he may have passed the exam to 
become a doctor. Mr. Zhlutka discovered 
that, at that time, there were attempts in 
Europe, including with the participation 
of the Danish King, to unite the eastern 
and western branches of Christianity. 
The Vatican hosted the Fifth Council of 
the Lateran (1512-1517) and a delegation 
from the Danish King included a man 
called Skaryna. The researcher muses: 
‘The question arises as to why the Danish 
King needed Skaryna as a secretary. The 
answer naturally suggests itself: for dip-
lomatic relations with the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania and Great Duke Zygmunt 
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(Sigismund), as well as with Moscow 
King Vasily III. Skaryna fulfilled an 
ecumenical mission to reconcile two 
branches of Christianity. It’s very likely 
that Skaryna received his medical edu-
cation in Denmark, in order to defend 
his doctoral work in Padua’. This is logi-
cal. Moreover, Skaryna’s books defend 
Christian principles, though they don’t 
lean significantly either to Catholicism 
or to Orthodox beliefs.

Another riddle comes from the time 
when Skaryna lived in Vilnya (modern 
Vilnius). There, the Belarusian first print-
er released his ‘Small Travel Book’ (1522) 
and ‘The Apostle’ (1525). He then served 
Vilnya’s bishop, Jan, for at least four years 
(1525-1529). Since a person of erudition 
and comprehensively educated couldn’t 
be involved in ordinary business, re-
searchers believe that, ‘knowing the 
rights of God and the rights of humans’, 
Skaryna was the main author of the First 
Statute of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, 
of 1529. The document’s significance is 
hard to overestimate. It’s no accident 
that it’s called the first European consti-
tution. The Statute, being written in old 
Belarusian, brought the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania to the forefront in terms of le-
gal culture. We should compare the lexi-
con of Skaryna’s editions and that of the 
1529 Statute. This shouldn’t be very hard, 
using modern computer technologies.

To mark the 500th anniversary of 
Belarusian book printing, twenty re-
productions of Francysk Skaryna‘s 
books have been created, as were re-
cently on display at Minsk Interna-
tional Book Fair.

As far as the Statute is concerned, on-
line sources tell us that it was first printed 
in 1841, in Poznan, as part of the ‘Col-
lection of Lithuanian Laws from 1389 to 
1529’ (printed in Latin) and, in 1854, in 
Moscow (in Cyrillic).

Obviously, Francysk Skaryna wasn’t 
the only educated person in the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania: many talents came 
forth from Belarusian history, realising 
achievements in science. Think of the 
national hero of Chile, geologist Ignaсy 
Domeyko (he finished the MINES Paris-
Tech in Paris, in 1837), who was a friend 
of the great poet Adam Mickiewicz. I 
wrote about Belarusians’ yearning for 
knowledge and wisdom in the last is-
sue of the magazine, in an article enti-
tled ‘The Heritage of Intellect’.

difficult science: 
to survive

Why did scientific institutions ap-
pear so late on Belarusian lands? Various 
people came to the centre of the Euro-
pean continent, to the crossroads of stra-
tegically important routes, to the shores 
of the full-flowing rivers of the Dnieper, 
Dvina and Nieman. Some arrived with 

destructive fire and deadly weapons, 
making survival the foremost mission in 
Belarusian society.

Many researchers have focused on 
strategies of defence, including the build-
ing of churches and castles in fortress 
style. Famous Tadeusz Kosciuszko (born 
on the territory of the modern Ivatsevi-
chi District, in the Brest Region) became 
a national hero of the USA thanks to his 
talent and knowledge of defence tactics, 

used in helping the United States defend 
its independence. The term ‘fortifica-
tion’ comes from the Middle Ages, first 
meaning long-term fortification struc-
tures. The science that studied the corre-
sponding theory and practice was called 
military architecture. Online sources 

state that, in 1776, Ko-

sciuszko moved 
to North America, where he 
took part in the American War of Inde-
pendence, as a colonel in the Continental 
Army. Being an experienced military en-
gineer, he developed designs and over-
saw the building of contemporary forti-
fications, including the West Point fort, 
in New York. In 1783, the Continental 
Congress appointed him as a brigadier 
general, thus honouring his merits.

Fortresses had to be able to endure 
long sieges but also to take steps to ac-
tively defend themselves. It wasn’t al-
ways possible to simply sit out the days, 
behind thick walls. Improved weapons 
were needed, inspiring scientific innova-
tion. 17th century Belarusians involved 
in this pursuit included Kazimierz Sie-
mienowicz, who wrote ‘The Great Art of 
Artillery’. This ‘noble Litwin’ (as he called 
himself) from the territory of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania, believed that wars 
were humanity’s greatest plague.

Historians Alexander Belsky and 
Mikhail Tkachev wrote about their 
countryman in a book also entitled 
‘The Great Art of Artillery’ (1922). One 
section reads: ‘In 1650, in the capital of 
the Netherlands, Amsterdam — a fa-
mous centre of crafts, trade and book 
printing — ‘The Great Art of Artillery’ 

In the Belarusian state, the science of survival 
has always been particularly appreciated. 
Many previous searches, investigations, 
calculations carried out by smart people  
were mostly directed towards the defense  
in the moments of a real danger

year of ScIeNce · a looK at history

20 Беларусь. BelaruS
2017



was published by Jan Jansen’s printing 
house’. The book was written by our 
contemporary, General-Lieutenant 
Kazimierz Siemienowicz, of the crown 
artillery. For about 150 years, the book 
was Europe’s most fundamental and 
authoritative edition on artillery and 
pyrotechnics, translated into French, 
German, English and other languages. 
A whole research paper could be writ-
ten on the influence of Siemienowicz’s 
book on the development of rocketry 
and the art of artillery. Almost every 
work dedicated to artillery or pyro-
technics written in the late 17th and 
18th century, contains information 
taken from Siemienowicz’s book (how-
ever not always with a reference to the 
original source). The book was prima-
rily used by European professionals in 
artillery and pyrotechnics, who widely 
applied his findings to rocketry.

People became interested in rockets 
in Russia in the late 17th century, with 
the first mention of rockets (a firework 
in the city of Ustyug) in 1675. Wishing 
to learn of the achievements of world sci-
ence, Peter I gathered the largest person-
al library on the art of artillery, featuring 
a German translation of Kazimierz Sie-
mienowicz’s book.

At the end of their substantive re-
search, our contemporary authors 
write: ‘On the horizon of Belarusian na-
tional science are enough stars of first 
importance. One has shone with never 
fading light for more than 300 years: 
Belarus-born Kazimierz Siemienowicz, 
an outstanding scientist in the sphere of 
artillery and pyrotechnics. We still use 
his genius, sending spacecraft to the 
Moon, Saturn and Mars with the help 
of multi-stage rockets. The prototype, 
construction and stabilisers of these 
rockets were developed by him, back in 
the mid-17th century’.

Belarus’ contemporary space pro-
grammes, our satellites in orbit, and cos-
monauts with Belarusian roots (includ-
ing the first female cosmonaut, Valentina 
Tereshkova) are the logical continuation 
of his legacy.

Georgy lakhovsky’s 
multiple wave  
oscillator still  
in demand

Another important element in the 
‘science of survival’ was horses: 
workers in the household, a means 
of transport, and a weapon in bat-
tle, they were subject of a book by 
Krzysztof Mikołaj Dorohostajski. The 
first such edition in the Rzecz Pospolita, 
it dealt with horse-breeding, horse rid-
ing, and the anatomy and physiology 
of horses. Krzysztof came from one of 
the most powerful and ancient magnate 
families of the grand Duchy of Lithua-
nia, born to the family of Polotsk voivode 
Mikołaj Dorohostajski and Anna Woj-
nianka. His book was released in Kra-
kow in 1603 and re-published several 
times in the 17th and 18th century. It 
was finally translated and released in 
Belarusian in 2007.

energies of good and evil
Who else deserves our gratitude for 

their scientific achievements benefit-
ting mankind? World famous physicist 
Georgy Lakhovsky (1870-1942) studied 
energy, and invented a multi-frequency 
generator, seeking an efficient means of 
treating various diseases, including on-
cological illness.

For a long time, Belarusians weren’t 
aware that Georgy Lakhovsky was our 
countryman, as he worked in Paris. In 
our modern times, 
Belarusian scholars 
Lyubov Vladyko-
vskaya and Valery 
Shalatonin have 
written about Mr. 
Lakhovsky (born 
in the Minsk 
Region: either 
in the town of 
Vileika or the 
settlement of 
Ilya). In ‘Golas 
Radzimy’ news-
paper (Science 
of Happiness from 

Georgy La-
khovsky, Novem-

ber 13th, 2014), they wrote: 
‘An inventive scientist suggests original 
approaches towards the fundamental 
problems of life. He believes and, later, 
confirms experimentally that all life 
cells possess a vibrational structure with 
a definite resonance frequency. Thus, 
each cell is simultaneously a source and 
a receiver of emission. External unseen 
‘good’ energy forces, harmonising cells 
and organisms, according to the author, 
include earthly, atmospheric and space 
emissions. Living in an electromagnetic 
field with a wide spectrum of frequen-
cies, each cell assimilates the energy of 
the frequency needed. Meanwhile, toxic, 
‘evil’ emissions of bacteria and viruses 
are suppressed. This and other ideas have 
become the founda-
tion for the 
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scientist’s creation of a new method and 
a multiple wave oscillator (in 1931), de-
signed to cure diseases, including onco-
logical diseases’.

Jakub Sarmat Zygmunt Jodko-
Narkiewicz (1848-1905), born in the 
settlement of Turin (now a village in the 
Pukhovichi District), was a predecessor 
of Georgy Lakhovsky, applying physics 
to human health. Online sources tell us 
that he was a physicist, a doctor, a biolo-
gist and a doctor of medicine (1893), a 
professor (1900), and a correspondent 
member of the Russian Geographical 
Society (1889). After graduating from 
Minsk gymnasium, Jakub Jodko-Narkie-
wicz studied at the Medical Institute in 
Florence, and then at Vienna University, 
in Sorbonne. He received a Western Eu-
ropean education. In 1872, on Antonovo 
Estate (now the village of Sinechevo, in 
the Kopyl District) he constructed a 
meteorological station. This he moved, 
in 1888, to Nadneman Estate (now, a 
village in the Uzda District). In 1891, he 
found a way to wirelessly transfer and re-
ceive electromagnetic waves over a dis-
tance, creating the world’s first prototype 
radio-receiver. At that time, he worked 

with the Institute of Experimental Medi-
cine in St. Petersburg. Though he didn’t 
patent his discovery, a document con-
firms his work: a protocol of the session 
of the French Physical Society in Paris, 
in December 1898. It notes: ‘The first 
idea for wireless telegraphy belongs to 
Lodge, if we ignore Jodko-Narkiewicz, 
who, two or three years earlier, made 
a very interesting transmission with a 
Ruhmkorff induction coil. However, he 
did so perhaps without distinctly ap-
prehending the role of electromagnetic 
waves in that research’.

It’s also worth mentioning that Jakub 
Jodko-Narkiewicz made discoveries in 
meteorology and was awarded a silver 
medal from the Russian Geographical 
Society. He also opened a sanatorium 
on his estate and developed methods 
of treating nervous diseases using elec-
tric current: in this respect, his research 
is close to that of Georgy Lakhovsky. 
Various sources tell us about his use 
of electrography to diagnose disease, 
as well as his treatments using kumis 
(a fermented dairy product tradition-
ally made from mare’s milk) and light. 
Gymnastics and local mineral waters 

were also used in the curing process, in 
line with the recommendations of Jakub 
Jodko-Narkiewicz.

The unseen forces which fuse every-
thing around us have long attracted the 
attention of our countrymen. Alexander 
Chizhevsky, whose family was from the 
Grodno Region, was a researcher of the 
Sun’s energy. His ‘Chizhevsky chande-
liers’ use electrical ionisation of air to 
create light.

Russian scholars Jan Czerski and 
Benedykt Dybowski are perhaps better 
known. Both were born in Belarus and 
sent to Russian Siberia for having partici-
pated in the rebellion of 1863. There, they 
began to realise their talents in natural 
science. Before this, Adolf Januszkiewicz 
(born in Nesvizh) found himself exiled 
for his participation in the rebellion of 
1830-1831, sent to the Kyrgyz Steppe, 
where he studied ethnography and re-
searched Kazakh culture (their lands be-
ing part of the Russian Empire).

Zhores Alferov, a winner of the Nobel 
Prize in Physics (born in Vitebsk) also 
achieved scientific successes in Russia, 
as did prominent aircraft designer Pavel 
Sukhoi (from the town of Glubokoe). 
We can add to this list the leader of 
the Novosibirsk branch of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, academician Val-
entin Koptyug (whose family was from 
the Vitebsk Region). The list can easily 
be continued…

Scientists with Belarusian fam-
ily roots are found among scholars be-
yond Russia. Danila Kust, the father of 
world-famous oceanograper Jacques-
Yves Cousteau, left Lyntupy (now, in the 
Vitebsk Region) to go to France in the 
late 19th-early 20th century. There, he 
settled, marrying a French woman and 
becoming Daniel Cousteau.

We hope that, in the Year of Science, 
we’ll manage to promote knowledge of 
little-known Belarusian scientists from 
the past, as well as awareness of today’s 
modern innovators. Some are famous 
worldwide, yet few know of their family 
connections with our Fatherland.

By Ivan Zhdanovich

Activists of the Jan Czersky Irkutsk Society of Belarusian Culture honored the memory of the 
famous scientist and compatriot having placed a commemorative sign on one of the mountain 

peaks in the Baikal region

year of ScIeNce · a looK at history
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placing a stake  
on innovation
What will the country be like in 2020? The recently approved state 
programme for the next five years can help us look into the future. 
It places investments in the bio- and nano-industry, electronic and 
pharmaceutical industries, information-communication and aerospace 
technologies, tool making, nuclear energy and alternative energy 
sources. It’s obvious even now that competitiveness and economic 
growth are only possible owing to the development of high-tech, 
knowledge-intensive industries. The programme comprises 75 projects.

avenue; it’s now overseen by the Botani-
cal Garden. An experimental-industrial 
facility for enzyme production will also 
open at the Institute of Microbiology, to 
ensure generations of pharmaceutical 
substances and new diagnostic tools. An-
other avenue relates to machine building 
and material processing. This embraces 
the very important work of the Tsentr 
Scientific-Production Association which 
ensures production of an automated 
module for dry processing of mineral 
raw materials. This is important for the 
construction and glass industry, as well 
as for gold-enrichment. Customers from 
Belarus and abroad have already demon-
strated their interest. Many innovative 
approaches have been applied to make 
the process more efficient and energy-
saving. In addition, we plan to create a 
pilot production of composite materi-
als for 3D-printing — which would be 
unique for Belarus. We shall also devel-
op production of combined communal 
vacuum sweeping machinery designed 
by the Institute of Machine Building.” 

According to the State Committee 
for Science and Technology, the pro-
gramme also pays great attention to the 
development of innovation infrastruc-
ture. It is assumed that, in the foresee-
able future, Belarus will enjoy a network 
of sci-tech parks and technology transfer 
centres covering all regions. Meanwhile, 
the document remains open and will be 
annually updated.

By Yulia Vasilishina

T
he state programme sets a 
range of tasks for the future, 
with the National Academy of 
Sciences overseeing the most 
important aspects of the work 

— as is traditional. The plans include 
large-scale production of Belgee cars and 
batch manufacturing of unmanned heli-
copters; development of all-steel radial 
tyres at Belshina and opening of a new 
nitrogen complex at Grodno Azot; intro-
duction of new technologies for chip pro-
duction at Integral; production of small 
diesel engines at Minsk’s Motor Plant; 
construction of a battery factory in the 

Brest Region and further construction at 
the Belarusian nuclear power plant. 

“We are working on eight projects 
and each of them is the realisation of 
NAS’ developments, industrial develop-
ment of production related to the 5th 
and 6th technological methods,” ex-
plained the Deputy Chairman of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences’ Presidium 
— Sergey Kilin. “Among them is a Na-
noplant micronutrient developed on the 
basis of nanotechnologies. In addition, 
a biotechnological complex for micro-
clonal breeding of economically useful 
plants will be set up along the biological 

The realisation of the state 
innovative development pro-
gramme will make it possible 
to increase the share of ex-
ports of high-tech and high-
intensive products in the total 
volume of Belarusian exports 
to 33 percent by 2020 (against 
30.8 percent in 2015), while 
creating about 9,000 new 
highly productive jobs.
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research

new orbit  
of the satellite

National Academy of Sciences of Belarus to launch creation  
of Belarusian space apparatus with high resolution for remote 
Earth sensing
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 D
uring the pres-
entation of the 
Year of Science 
in Belarus, the 
Head of Acad-
e m y  S t a f f  o f 
t h e  N a t i o n a l 
A c a d e m y  o f 

Sciences, academician Piotr Vityaz, 
told that in the last two years a new 
branch of science — space research 
— emerged in the country.

“We’ve created a system for Earth 
remote sensing for this kind of re-
search. We’re now working to create a 
new remote sensing satellite with the 
0.5 metre resolution. Our task this 
year is to start making it. We’ve al-
ready worked out engineering speci-
fications and have signed the neces-
sary contracts,” noted Mr. Vityaz.

The official explained that the 
space data sent by the first satellite 
for Earth remote sensing is used by 
eleven Belarusian ministries.

“The operation of the BKA-1 sat-
ellite (Belarusian space apparatus) 
has been extended by two years and it 
has already been agreed with Roscos-
mos. Apart from that, together with 
the Belarusian State University we’ve 
created a nano-satellite that needs to 
be launched this year. It’s also nec-
essary to create a control system. I 
think we’re going to do it together to 
use the satellite for educational and 
scientific purposes,” said Mr. Vityaz.

The new satellite — BKA-2 — will 
be made using the manufacturing co-
operation schemes that were utilised 
to make BKA-1. The Russian side 
will be represented by the VNIIEM 
Corporation (all-Russia Scientific-
Research Institute of Electrome-
chanics with Plant named after A.G. 
Iosifian). The core equipment will 
be made by Belarusian Peleng. The 
BKA-2 satellite will allow making 
topographic maps with the 1:10,000 
scale. The product can then be used 
for various land cadastre tasks and 
our country plans to insert the sec-
ond Belarusian space apparatus for 

Earth remote sensing into orbit in 
late 2019.

It should be mentioned that the first 
Belarusian satellite for Earth remote 
sensing was successfully launched 
from the Baikonur cosmodrome, Ka-
zakhstan, on July 22nd, 2012, as part 
of a cluster of five satellites. At present 
BKA-1 provides space imagery for 
two dozen organisations, which are 
accountable to 11 Belarusian minis-
tries, in addition to taking shots for a 
number of foreign customers.

“The guaranteed service life of the 
BKA-1 is five years and it expires in 
mid-2017. We’re constantly monitor-
ing the state of its onboard systems 
and see that the degradation of these 
elements has been below our projec-
tions, hence the decision to expand 
its operational life to late 2018,” notes 
Sergey Zolotoi, Director of R&D en-
terprise Geoinformation Systems, of 
the National Academy of Sciences. 

He adds, “Before this, the state of 
the onboard systems of the first Bela-
rusian satellite for remote Earth sens-
ing will be evaluated. If it remains in 
working condition, its operational 
life will be extended again. The satel-
lite has enough fuel to last until 2020, 
though this isn’t the determining fac-
tor, since the satellite is working under 
tough conditions. However, we’ve an 
optimistic forecast: we hope that our 
first satellite will fly until we launch 
the second.”

Satellites are profitable, with rev-
enue from selling shots, technol-
ogy and equipment already exceed-
ing costs for the first satellite, by $8 
million. Its launch has given Belarus 
fully-functional space structure: the 
Flight Control Centre and Informa-
tion Receipt System in Minsk, as well 
as a command-and-tracking station 
in Pleshchenitsy. These can be easily 
modernised to work with the new sat-
ellite, which is expected to be launched 
from Vostochny cosmodrome and 
will be working in liaison with Rus-
sian satellites.

By Vladimir Velikhov

Bison much alive
Using DNA analysis of ancient bison, 
scientists discover that these animals 
have existed for over 120,000 years

Until recently, the appearance 
of bison remained a mystery. 

Now, Australian scientists have 
discovered the secret of their ori-
gin. They appeared on Earth over 
120,000 years ago.

Having studied the genome of 64 
ancient bison, biologist Alan Cooper 
and his colleagues have proven that 
these animals are descendants of the 
extinct steppe bisons and ancestors 
of modern cattle.

Previously, it was assumed that 
bisons appeared on the planet about 
11,700 years ago, after steppe bisons 
disappeared. Many cave paintings 
of those times depict animals re-
sembling modern bison. Everything 
changed when ancient remains of 
mammals were discovered, allowing 
DNA to be analyzed.

Interestingly, the Belarusian pop-
ulation of bison is close to the opti-
mum, reaching 1,500 animals. As of 
February 1st, 1,428 bison were living 
across ten micro-populations iso-
lated from each other in our forests. 
In the Belovezhskaya Pushcha alone, 
there are 480 bison.
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space 
chronicles  

of vladimir 
Kovalenok

T
wice Hero of the So-
viet Union Vladimir 
Kovalenok is among 
those who’ve spent 
longest in space, hav-
ing lived 140 days on 
the Soyuz-29, with Al-
exander Ivanchenkov 

(setting a record). Sadly, back in 1978, 
the mission ended badly, with fears as to 
whether the cosmonauts would survive.

“The duration, of 140 days, was no 
casual choice of mission length,” ex-
plains Mr. Kovalenok. "Erythrocytes 
— red blood cells — are renewed every 
120 days, so Ivanchenkov and I were the 
first-ever men to complete this process 
in orbit.”

At that time, we had no idea wheth-
er the renewal cycle would complete 
properly in space, away from Earth’s 
gravity. The consequences could have 
been fatal.

“As you can see, it is possible,” the 
double-mission Hero smiles. "Our ex-
periment laid the path for other cos-
monauts planning long missions. Af-
terwards, there were flights lasting 180, 
and then 215 days. Later, the one year 
mark was crossed.”

Are you happy for Belarusian Oleg 
Novitsky, on his latest mission?

I’m not just happy, I’m proud. 
Oleg took the Belarusian flag into or-
bit. When I flew, I took a handful of 
Khatyn soil, on all three flights. For 
a Belarusian, nothing is more sacred 
than Khatyn.

What do you think of our planet, 
looking down from space?

It’s indescribably beautiful, but very 
small. The ship orbits in an hour and 
a half.

I have an idea that we should gather 
all the hawk-like politicians stirring up 
trouble and preventing us from living 

reference  
Vladimir Kovalenok 

was born on March 3rd, 
1942, in the village of 
Beloye, in the Krupki 
District of the Minsk 
Region. He made three 
flights into space: on the 
Soyuz-25, in 1977, on the 
Soyuz-29, in 1978, and 
on the Soyuz T-4, in 1981. 
The total length of flights 
amounted to 215 days 33 
hours 9 minutes 40 sec-
onds. He has been named 
twice Hero of the Soviet 
Union, a Colonel General, 
and President of the Fed-
eration of Astronautics of 
Russia.
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personality

It was terrible! More dangerous than 
in a submarine. The chances of rescue 
are zero. Where can you escape to? 
Somewhere, a short circuit happened, 
and then there was a spark, and a flame. 
Ivanchenkov and I took action quickly, 
leaving without electricity part of the 
station and extinguishing the fire with 
manual fire extinguishers.

On the same flight, during an exter-
nal examination, we found a dent on the 
ship’s casing, 5cm in depth. Most likely, 
a meteorite hit us.

Maybe aliens were playing pranks.
Don’t make me laugh. It’s empty 

space: a vacuum. What would they be 
doing there? We can speculate that they 
may well exist, since it’s difficult to believe 
that we’re alone in this infinite Universe. 
As to hanging about in space, it makes no 
sense. It’s difficult to say whether aliens 
have visited Earth. Perhaps, we, people, 
are from elsewhere in space…

in peace, and send them into orbit for 
six months, to blow the cobwebs away. 
Perhaps, they’ll come to understand 
that our tiny home needs no divisions. 
Any astronaut will say the same.

Why did you light matches on the 
station?

It was an experiment, as suggested 
by a little girl I met just before leaving 
for the mission. She asked if matches 
burn in space. I couldn’t say, as allow-
ing fire onboard is categorically forbid-
den, for safety reasons.

So, I decided to try. I struck, and it 
burnt. Hooliganism, of course, but all 
in the name of science. The practical 
effect was huge as we then began using 
soldering irons without fear. It allowed 
us to save hundreds, if not thousands, 
of kilogrammes in equipment. We can 
now repair malfunctions ourselves 
while in orbit.

You did endure fire onboard?

Are space meals tasty?
They’re very tasty, and diverse. We 

like them. Nobody in space has yet 
grown thin. Besides, I’m not choosy. I 
grew up in a village, and enjoy all food. 
Of course, I missed potatoes, fried, with 
milk and fennel. In orbit, food is vacu-
um-dried, so you rehydrate with water, 
making mashed potatoes.

Only sauces and honey are packed in 
tubes, contrary to common belief. Bread 
is packed in very small amounts: literally 
enough for one bite, so that crumbs don’t 
scatter. In conditions of weightlessness, 
this would be dangerous, as you could 
inhale them.

How important is psychological 
compatibility for the crew?

I have my own theory. Compatibility 
is important only when two fools want 
to discover who’s cleverer. It usually ends 
with them being denied final access to 
the mission, with a reserve sent instead.

God exists?
I believe so, but I haven’t seen him 

in space. 
By Boris Orekhov
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technology

secrets of low 
temperatures
A 14-year-old Briton — dying from a rare form of cancer — has ordered that her body be frozen in the hope 
that humanity will someday defeat the deadly disease and learn how to return people from the ice alive. 
She is not alone in her desire: the cryo-storage facilities created in the United States and Russia already 
have several hundred customers, while the list of those wishing to take advantage of the service is over a 
thousand. The prospect of getting a new life is illusory: so far, there is no technology allowing for the revival 
of organs after freezing. However, progress has already been made regarding cells and tissues. The Cryo-bank 
Republican Scientific-Medical Centre — Cell Technology (at the Belarusian National Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Biophysics and Cell Engineering) offers some freezing services.

concentrate on this material, “Mesenchy-
mal stem cells is a universal medicine; it 
can be used for a whole range of diseases. 
In Belarus, around 30 new treatments 
have been approved: pulmonary (in-
cluding tuberculosis) and haematologi-
cal diseases and multiple sclerosis. Some 
others are in the pipeline for dentistry, 
traumatology and neurology; these will 
join the market in the next three years. 
In our Centre, for example, therapy for 
venous ulcers is being conducted with 
the help of stem cells. Jointly with other 
medical organisations, we are develop-
ing new technologies for the treatment 
of cartilage and bone tissue defects, gin-
gival and periodontal eye corneal ulcers, 
burns, wounds, pressure ulcers and fe-
male urinary problems. These will also 
become available for patients in the near 
future. Fibroblasts are responsible for the 
condition of the skin.”

Any work at cellular level is very 
complicated. It is based on the Insti-
tute’s own developments — including 
the long development of cryo-protect-
ants which protect cells from damage 

during freezing. Initially, cryo-stor-
age was conducted exclusively for 

entific-Practical Centre of Paediatric 
Oncology, Haematology and Immunol-
ogy in Borovlyany — specialise in cord 
blood stem cells. The material — which 
a foetus uses while growing and devel-
oping — is obtained at birth. Of course, 
not everyone has an opportunity to use 
this new technology and take out ‘insur-
ance’ for the future. With this in mind, 
the Cell Technology Centre has turned 
to cryo-conservation and the individual 
storage of adult stem cells and fibroblasts 
(skin cells).

Lyudmila Dubovskaya, the Director 
of the Institute of Biophysics and Cell En-
gineering, explains why it was decided to 

T
he key feature of this 
Cryo-bank is that it is 
focused on the stor-
age of adult cells. Two 
other banks — oper-
ating at Minsk’s 9th 
Clinical Hospital and 
the Republican Sci-
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technology

scientific purposes but, in 2014 (when 
the Bank was established), it opened for 
anyone. At the moment, over a billion 
stem cells are frozen here — including 
on a commercial basis (for the patients 
who received treatment of venous ul-
cers in the Centre). Among them was 
an old lady who had suffered from the 
disease for over three decades. 

“It’s necessary to understand that 
these ulcers produce not only cosmetic 
effects. They generate terrible pain which 
force patients to take painkillers that 
destroy the liver and kidneys. We twice 
transplanted over two million stem cells 
for that lady — which was enough. After 
the first operation, the pain decreased 
and a month later the wound began 
heal. It took six months for complete 
restoration of the skin,” the Head of the 
Production of Biomedical Cell Products 
Department — Sergey Pinchuk — says. 
“Our employees worked hard to pre-
serve each cell and transplant the most 
active of them — even though, with age, 
the quality is declining.”

Thus, the patient, who attended 
consultations jointly with her son, de-
cided to store her cells in case the dis-

In the USA, the cost  
of cell collection  

and cryo-conservation is  

up to $2,000,  
while their personalised 

storage reaches  

$100-150 a year. 
In Russia, this cost is 

$1,000 and $100 
respectively, in Belarus — 

$75 and $40
sible only through a system of locks and 
in special uniform. Meanwhile, the pro-
cedure of taking the material is simple: 
to get fibroblasts, a piece of skin (few 
millimetres) is needed. A surgeon takes 
it under anaesthesia from the inner side 
of the forearm or thigh area around the 
navel, or behind the ear... Stem cells 
are obtained from adipose tissue: the 
required 2-5ml are ‘extracted’ using li-
poplasty, with the help of a special can-
nula-tube, with minimum discomfort.

It is quite possible these manipula-
tions will soon become natural — like 
vaccinations (to prevent diseases). The 
seemingly emerging growth of cellular 
technologies — aimed at preserving 
health and beauty — is likely to contrib-
ute to the process.

By Yulia Vasilieva

ease returns. So, did the young Emer-
gency Ministry officer who, after years 
of suffering, received relief after cell 
therapy. The first patient who addressed 
the Cryo-bank was a Belarusian doc-
tor working in the United States. After 
coming to Belarus to visit his parents, he 
learnt of our cryo-storage and froze his 
cells. This is normal practice in Amer-
ica and Europe; the key is that cells are 
more active if frozen at a younger age. In 
case of an emergency, there is no need 
to spend several weeks preparing a cure: 
this might be crucial in the case of inju-
ries and burns. The medicine would be 
ready in a couple of days. Most impor-
tantly, there will be no rejection as the 
patient's own cells are used.

Stem cells can be stored virtually 
endlessly under conditions of extreme-
ly low temperatures and in liquid ni-
trogen. Experiments at the Institute of 
Biophysics demonstrate that around 70-
90 percent of cells completely recover 
after cryo-freezing; these can be used 
for transplanting. Production at the 
Cellular Technology Centre is certified 
according to the international quality 
standard GMP and looks quite futur-
istic — though it’s only possible to see 
it through a small window. All rooms 
ensure purity class A; admission is pos-

An embryo has one stem 
cell per 10,000 usual cells, 
while this ratio is one per 8m 
among 70 year olds. Accord-
ingly, it’s much more difficult to 
collect and grow the necessary 
number among the elderly. 
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border

contours  
of reliable 
protection
The paradox of recent decades is that, although the world is 
becoming more open, the importance of borders increases daily, 
not only as a factor of stability but as a guarantee of nationhood  

 A
ppointing the new 
Chairman to the 
State Border Com-
mittee, last year, 
the President an-
nounced that im-
me di ate  ac t ion 
was needed, with-

out a period of gradual adjustment.
Alexander Lukashenko returned to 

this issue when he approved protection 
of the state border of Belarus by the bor-
der services for 2017.

“Close attention is being paid to bor-
der issues, with good reason. A compli-
cated international situation, the escala-

tion of the terrorist threat in the world, 
illegal migration, and the distribution 
of drugs and weapons are inspiring us 
to do our best to enhance the protection 
of Belarusian borders. We cannot relax, 
hoping for fewer threats to our border 
security in the near future,” asserted Mr. 
Lukashenko.
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border

Travel without 
need of a visa 

Guests from the USA, Ireland and 
Macedonia can already visit Grodno 
without a visa

T ourists arrive from all over the 
globe, with ever more nation-

alities venturing to Belarus, aided by 
the launch of a visa-free regime for 
foreign citizens visiting the Avgus-
tovsky Canal and neighbouring ter-
ritories. So far, tourists from twenty-
one countries have been registered, 
and around 2,000 foreigners have 
used a special permission docu-
ment. Many more have made plans 
for coming trips.

Tatiana Lidyaeva, the deputy 
head of the Sports and Tourism De-
partment for Grodno Regional Ex-
ecutive Committee, notes, “The Old 
Castle, and the New Castle, alongside 
museums, enjoy popularity among 
tourists, while groups from Poland 
eagerly visit the House-Museum of 
Eliza Orzeszkowa. Alongside ex-
cursions, tourists also enjoy prom-
enading the city’s historical centre. 
Youngsters enjoy Grodno clubs, 
where night life is humming, while 
local agro-estates are popular among 
the elder generation.”

Tourists had the chance to make 
a visa-free trip to the territory of the 
special tourist and recreational park, 
Avgustovsky Canal, in late Octo-
ber, staying up to five days, residing 
within the park and the neighbour-
ing settlements of Gozha, Koptevka, 
Odelsk, Podlabenie and Sopotskin 
rural councils, of the Grodno Region, 
as well as in the city of Grodno.



The country is keeping its pow-
der dry, putting into operation mod-
ern border checkpoints, reinforcing 
barriers and reequipping border 
stations. We’d perhaps like to move 
more quickly but the demarcation 
of the southern border is progress-
ing, and, our material and technical 
means — though modest — are being 
handled as part of international co-
operation with the EU.

The results are evident, with the 
number of border violators, illegal mi-
grants and cases of movement of drugs 
and other illegal goods though the 
‘green border’ halved. Nevertheless, Mr. 
Lukashenko is inclined to perceive this 
critically.

“I’d like to believe that the number 
of these violations is falling rather than 
being lost by border guards,” asserts the 
President.

According to the Chairman of the 
State Border Committee of Belarus, 
Anatoly Lappo, the professionalism of 
border services is at the core of positive 
statistics. “We’re working better. Pre-
ventive measures and new signal com-
plexes at the border have their role to 
play,” he comments.

“No systematic problems or failures 
in the activity of the State Border Com-
mittee were detected last year,” con-
firms the State Secretary of the Security 
Council, Stanislav Zas. “The depart-
ment has made huge efforts to reinforce 
the security of our border.”

word-for-word 

Alexander Lukashenko: 
We’ve recently abolished visas for citizens of 80 states travelling via the Na-

tional Airport and staying for up to five days. The document was in development 
for a year and a half. It was thoroughly reviewed by all government agencies, 
primarily, in terms of the potential risks it could pose. Meanwhile, information 
has begun to appear in the press that this may be dangerous for our country and 
our ally, Russia, with whom we have an open border. Sometimes, I’m surprised as 
I read comments by these journalists. These people either do not understand the 
essence of the document or they’re stirring up tension on purpose. Most probably, 
they’re doing this deliberately. The abolition of visas does not mean cancellation of 
border control. It will remain in place.

stopped at the border
In 2016, sixty-nine organis-

ers and accomplices were ar-
rested, being involved in illegal 
transit migration. More than 
5,000 potential illegal migrants 
were detected, as well as sixty-
five people on the ‘wanted list’. 
In total, the number of violations 
of border legislation fell by 17.6 
percent compared to 2015.



reference

The President has approved a res-
olution for the protection of the state 
border for 2017, particularly tackling 
the creation of temporary accom-
modation centres for migrants in the 
country. Speaking in response to hys-
teria by certain media outlets that Be-
larus is being turned into a migration 
‘camp’, Mr. Lukashenko responded 
clearly, saying, “There shouldn’t be 
any migration ‘camp’ in Belarus. We 
don’t need others’ migrants. If some-
one is interested in this, money should 
be allocated for the establishment of 
similar centres and settlements for il-
legal migrants, as well as for their fur-
ther extradition. We haven’t come far 
in this issue. If there are dangers, we 
should immediately stop such proc-
esses, if this is necessary.”

By Vladimir Yakovlev
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energetics tiMe

experts pleased 
with work done
Experts assert that Belarus is constructing 
its first nuclear power plant using the 
highest safety standards

from the very beginning of the decision-
making process. A further international 
team has conducted an on-site seminar 
dealing with issues of spent fuel and ra-
dioactive waste management. All this en-
able Belarus’ Energy Minister, Vladimir 
Potupchik, to assure the guests that, 
“Belarus has decided to develop nuclear 
engineering and to construct the NPP in 
full compliance with international com-
mitments. Today large-scale works are 
being conducted at almost all facilities 
of the station. I’d like to underline that 
these comply with IAEA standards and 
consultants and experts of this organisa-
tion are also constantly involved.”

This year, according to data from 
the Foreign Ministry, at least one more 
IAEA mission will be working in our 
country. Work is now in full swing at the 
construction ground near Ostrovets to 

accept the reactor shell, main circu-
lation pumps and other major 

equipment. In the near 
future, the assembling 

of the first energy unit 
will follow and we are 
at great pains to en-
sure that everything 
is done seamlessly, 
reliably and safely 

for many decades to 
come.

By Vladimir Yakovlev

T
his is the conclusion made 
by an authoritative team 
of IAEA experts during 
the SEED-mission after 
having thoroughly studied 
the impact on the environ-

ment of the nuclear power plant currently 
being built near Ostrovets. The mission 
used the opportunity of BelNPP’s con-
struction to consider the worst possible 
outcomes or emergencies.

Grzegorz Rzentkowski the Head of 
the IAEA’s Division of Nuclear Installa-
tion Safety, asserted, “We’ve concluded 
that the project of the Belarusian NPP 
considers external influence and security 
issues. Steps have been taken to prevent 

(if necessary) the development of worst 
case scenarios. We’ve also discussed the 
provision of security, taking into account 
lessons from the disaster at Fukushima. 
The open and helpful approach of 
the Belarusian side has ena-
bled us to conduct a suc-
cessful mission.”

Such an assess-
ment is very impor-
tant, since IAEA is 
the world’s leading 
agency in the sphere 
of nuclear energy 
development. Belarus 
has been checking each 
step with IAEA standards 
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daily life

plastic increasingly 
popular
Development of non-cash payments is a significant strategic task 
and considerable progress has already been made

1st — across the country. Businessmen 
will be fined for failure to comply with 
the legal requirements: legal entities 
for the sum from 10 to 200 basic units 
(Br230-4,600), individual entrepreneurs 
— up to 100 base units (Br2,300). 

One more important aspect is that 
following the National Bank require-
ments, starting from 2017, connection 
of equipment which doesn’t support 
contactless payment will cease. 
However, this only refers 
to new termi-
nals; there’s 
n o  n e e d 
to replace 
operational 
equipment . 
C ont a c t l e s s 
plastic cards 
have already 
b e e n  pro -
d u c e d  f o r 
several years; 
these ensure pay-
ments by simply 
placing a card 
close to the termi-
nal — which takes 
a couple of seconds. 
There are  around 
1.67m such cards in the 
country but only 25,000 
payment terminals support 
this form.

Ms. Luzgina notes, “The National 
Bank pursues a consistent policy re-
garding the development of non-cash 
payments. Equipping trade and service 
spheres with terminals is the right di-
rection. If a person knows that they can 
pay with a card anywhere, they have less 
incentive to withdraw cash. In recent 
years, we’ve made progress in this field 

but much work still lies ahead: for ex-
ample, to ensure the reception of 

cards in vending machines with 
food and drinks — being able 

to pay with non-cash even 
for minor purchases.” 

By Valeria 
Gavrusheva

 B
elarusians possess around 
12.7m bank payment cards 
and the popularity of this 
form of payment is increas-
ing: in early 2010, slightly 
more than half of all trans-

actions were related to cash withdrawals 
and at present, this figure is around 20 per-
cent. In six and a half years, the number 
of cash transactions has decreased from 
86.9 to 63.2 percent. An expert from the 
BEROC Economic Research Centre, 
Anastasia Luzgina, explains, “One of the 
most important conditions for promo-
tion of non-cash payments is the creation 
of infrastructure. Like anywhere in the 
world, people are not always willing to ac-
cept new payment methods. Therefore, it 
is important to create an environment to 
ensure comfortable cashless payments.” 

At present, there are 240,000 cash 
registers in the Republic, with about 
137,000 terminals and this figure will 
continue to grow. This year, the terms 
of terminal equipment connections are 
expiring for legal entities: from April 1st 
— in cities of regional subordination 
and Minsk, from July 1st — in cities of 
district subordination, and from Octo-
ber 1st — throughout the country. In-
dividual entrepreneurs have more time 
left: February 1st, 2018 is the deadline 
for cities of regional subordination and 
Minsk, on May 1st, 2018 — in cities of 
district subordination, and on August 

About 

12.7
million bank 

payment cards 

in the hands 

of the citizens
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hot diggety!

Driving with 
rechargeable 
vehicles

Belarusian electric car to undergo tests 
by end of this year

O ne of the Belarusian institutes 
is currently working on the re-

chargeable car project. The Belarusian 
electric car will be based on a BelGee 
vehicle. “We should have a prototype 
by autumn and have it trialled in Bela-
rus. I hope that by late 2017 we’ll have 
the results of the testing,” noted Al-
exander Kilchevsky, Chief Scientific 
secretary of the National Academy 
of Sciences of Belarus.

The exploration of new scientific 
prospects, including the develop-
ment of Belarusian electric vehicles, 

 will become more feasible once the 
Belarusian nuclear power station is in 
operation.

“This is a landmark event for Bela-
rus. One of the tasks of the Academy 
of Sciences is the provision of scien-
tific support. Just imagine that after 
the Belarusian nuclear power station is 
launched the country’s supply of elec-
tricity will increase by 50 percent. This 
means that we’ll be able 
to use cheaper 
e l e c t r i c 

energy. We’ll be able to start the devel-
opment of one of Belarus’ first houses 
that will function almost completely 
using electricity. On the one hand, this 
will save gas consumption while, on 
the other hand, we’ll need to build heat 
pipelines and other infrastructure,” ex-
plained the scientist.

By Yevgeny Bogomazov

ratings are no accident

T
he edition explains its choice 
in the following way: ‘When 
Facebook wanted to catch 
up with Snapchat, it turned 
to two entrepreneurs from 

Belarus. Nevgen and Gonchar built 
MSQRD, an app 
that adds crazy 
filters to your 
selfies. After the 
app caught on in 
the US, Facebook 
bought MSQRD 
for  an undis-
closed amount, 
in March 2016’.

The famous magazine rates 600 of 
the brightest young entrepreneurs and 
innovators: those changing the rules of 
the game. US residents account for 75 
percent of the list, while the entrepre-
neurs from Belarus top the ‘Consumer 
Technologies’ category.

This winter, Software magazine — 
one of the most influential editions for 

the IT industry — also released its Soft-
ware 500 ratings, naming the globe’s ten 
largest software developers. Included 
were subsidiaries resident in the Bela-
rusian High-Tech Park.

Such breakthroughs from our de-
v e l o p e r s  a r e 
truly  impres-
sive, and surely 
set the tone for 
more to come. 
At the end of last 
year, Belarusian 
prog rammers 
presented an-
other new app: 

Fabby. It promises to conquer the hearts 
of millions of social network users, as 
MSQRD did. Using neural networks, 
Fabby enables us to ‘vivify’ selfies, 
changing the background of the photo. 
There are twenty-eight fantastic vari-
ants currently available, with eleven be-
ing animated.

By Maxim Osipov

Yevgeny Nevgen and Sergey 
Gonchar of Belarus — MSQRD app 
developers — named by Forbes 
magazine’s 2017 30 Under 30 list
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letter to the editorial office

‘she had  
a huge 
heart’

 I 
arrived in the village of Loktyshi, in the Gantsevichi 
District of the Brest Region, at the instruction of my 
editorial office, tasked with writing an article about the 
village’s traditional holiday, held about once a decade, 
in the autumn. I met local people, and heard their sto-
ries. Many complained that young people are leaving 
Loktyshi, saying, “There’s not enough work for every-
one.” The elderly shrug their shoulders.

The local news was that, recently, relatives from Argentina 
had come to visit the Sergienya family in Loktyshi, while the 
head of the local club, Alexander Matusevich discovered that 
his second niece was living in this far overseas country. He tells 
us, “My great-grandfather Ivan had six children: Prokop, Piotr, 
Alexander (my grandfather), Yekaterina, Anastasia and Uliana. 
Uliana, married Platon Drozd (he’d been born in the neigh-
bouring village). In Loktyshi, Platon lived with his wife’s family. 

Aníbal Guaraglia writes  
of Belarusian Uliana Drozd, 

from polesie village  
of Loktyshi, who,  

in the 1930s, moved with  
her husband and children  

to distant Argentine Berisso

NADEZHDA PoNKRAToVA
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letter to the editorial office

I remember my grandmother telling me 
that Uliana’s life in the village had been 
hard as the Drozd family didn’t have 
their own house. Then, their two chil-
dren became ill and died. At that time, 
recruiters were travelling across Western 
Belarus, inviting people to go to South 
America, promising land, money, and a 
happy future. So, the Drozd family, and 
others from Loktyshi, decided to leave 
behind hunger and poverty, and go to 
Argentina.”

Returning to Minsk, I sought out 
relatives of Alexander Matusevich in Ar-
gentina, through social networks. Their 
daughter, Yulia, has five grandchildren, 
their son Ivan has four, while Alexander 
has two. One of great-granddaughters 
of Uliana and Platon, Marilina Drozd, 
has also been searching for relatives in 
Loktyshi…

Aníbal Guaraglia contacted me to 
say he was acquainted with Uliana and 
Platon Drozd, and that his parents’ home 
was located in the neighbourhood. He 
tells me, “They were very good people, 
and I learnt many interesting things 
from them, for example, about pickling 
with fennel. Platon Drozd, having moved 
to Argentina, found a job with Armour 

company, delivering meat to Europe. His 
wife, Uliana, worked in the same place. 
For some time, the Drozd family rented 
a house, then bought land and built their 
own home. I remember my father show-
ing our neighbour how to plaster walls. 
Platon was very talented and a fast learn-
er. He was an excellent carpenter, and 
used to make violins in his spare time. 
Uliana always worked far too hard: in 
a garden and in the house, raising hens 
and geese. I don’t remember her ever sit-
ting doing nothing. She’d pickle cucum-
bers and cabbage in wooden barrels, and 
often treated us to this unusual culinary 
delicacy. She always wanted to return to 
Belarus, to see the graves of her children, 
but didn’t manage it.  Her great-grandson 
Hugo (her son Ivan’s boy) is travelling to 
the motherland of his great-grandmoth-
ers, wishing to give his regards to this 
land. Our neighbour was very kind, with 
a huge heart. Uliana often sang songs in 
Russian and Belarusian. I’d listen to her 
ages. I liked her very much!”

Soon after sending this touching let-
ter, Aníbal Guaraglia sent our editorial of-
fice the story of Belarusian Uliana Drozd, 
asking that readers of Belarus magazine 
don’t judge his writing too harshly. He 
describes his former neighbour as an im-
migrant from a country unknown to him, 
based on his childhood memories.

By Yekaterina Medvedskaya

The Polesie village of Loktyshi, in 
the Gantsevichi District of the Brest 

Region, is so picturesque. Situated 
on the edge of the River Lan, which 

is fed by the River Nach, it was 
founded in the 16th century (at the 
time, in Novogorodskoye voivode-
ship, in the Grand Duchy of Lithu-

ania). In 1977, it gained a water 
reservoir. Today, as, even two hun-
dred years ago, it’s a real paradise 

for fishermen, being home to more 
than thirty fish species, including 

carp, silver carp, and pike, crucians, 
perches and bream.

Today, the village has nearly four 
hundred homesteads, although not 
all are inhabited. Some are summer 

homes, welcoming their owners 
from Minsk, Pinsk and Brest for 

holidays. Where cottages were once 
tumbling down, some real palaces 

have been erected, with kitchen 
gardens replaced by lawn and 

bushes surrounding. 

Alexander Matusevich, a grandnephew  
of uliana Drozd from Belarusian village  
of loktyshi
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a story of the forMer neighbour

granny
As a child, I knew only the 

present and past. The future meant 
nothing to me. Then I met her, a 
wrinkled old woman, not tall, with 
grey hair. She would move slowly 
and responded to the name ‘Granny’.

She spoke poor Spanish, as did I, but 
we understood each other perfectly.

Over time, her image began to 
vanish from my mind, and I pondered 
things forever gone. I never saw her 
again.

Due to Granny, I discovered the plea-
sure of delicious food and exquisite fla-
vours. She talked very little, preferring ac-
tions to words. When she hid black dishes in 
a box, I heard sounds like nothing I could have 
imagined. She never lectured me, simply teaching 
me how to enjoy things.

There was nothing softer than her pillows.
I was happy at that time.
In the morning, still in bed, under the blanket, I 

heard through the wall the creak of a shutting door and 
understood that she’d gotten up. Half asleep, I imagined 
her tapping her green-tipped walking stick against the 
ground, making pickles, feeding the hens and geese and 
collecting the eggs...

After waking, I’d have breakfast quickly and would beg 
my mother to let me visit my neighbour.

Every New Year, I’d hear her quiet voice: ‘Anibel’ (my 
name is Aníbal). I would look at the place from which I 
seemed to hear her voice and see a huge piece of pie in 
her special hands, appearing from behind the wall that 
separated our houses. 

Sometimes, I had a hangnail; then, she’d cut some 
green plant with a jelly-like substance inside (was it 
aloe?) that grew in her garden. She’d cut with her knife, 
tie a bandage to my inflamed finger and, the next day, it 
would be all right. 

When my father saw her trying to climb a ladder to 
cut her vines, he, being afraid that she might fall, begged 
her to stop and let him do the job. She only agreed after 
long persuasion. Done with her work, she’d offer her pick-
les and other tasty foods to my father, as well as a couple 
of glasses of vodka. He had to accept, otherwise she’d have 
been offended.

As soon as I understood the concept of time, I became 
an adult. Granny was becoming ever shorter, and her 

movements ever slower. Yet, she never ceased work-
ing. I remember her doing something in her 

yard, resting on her stick.
She was illiterate and never 

learnt to speak Spanish flu-
ently. Maybe that’s why 

she preserved all those 
things that I lost.

My parents sent me 
to school, although 
I resisted ardently. I 
remember my first 
day, my hair treated 

with brilliantine, and 
wearing knee socks. I 

held a leather bag in my 
hands. I became a pupil, 

and started studying. 
I was told that Granny was 

a very old woman and gained her 
name from it being the usual term for elderly 

females in Russian. I also got to know that her kitchen was 
the loveliest place in her house, and that her pillows were 
filled with goose feathers, that the sounds I loved so much 
were music and that the black dishes were called records, 
while the box was a turn-table. I also learnt about tasty 
things and that colours had names: blue, red and yellow...

Then, everything changed.
I had fewer hours to spend at my neighbour’s place: 

school and homework consumed all my time.
Nevertheless, at school I learnt many interesting things. 

Countries differentiate people by place of birth, while race 
is seen by colour of skin. I also learnt about the wealthy 
north and southern poor, the nature of ‘true’ religion, and 
which feelings I could show and which I had to conceal. I 
mastered standing in line, keeping my distance, dividing, 
deducting, singing the anthem, keeping silent, not run-
ning during breaks and many other things.

One gloomy winter noon, I came home from school and 
saw my mother crying. I learnt another important lesson. She 
hugged me and said, “Son, I have to tell you something sad.” 

Many years have passed, but I’ve failed to master the 
lesson that my mother taught me on that day. Looking over 
the wall separating our houses, that seemed so high to me 
as a child, I continue to see Granny, walking slowly, taking 
small steps. In the morning, when I’m at school, she goes 
to her garden and cuts a piece of the plant that saves me 
from my hangnail, and herself from death.

yulia, daughter  
of uliana Drozd, 

with her son
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wings  
to fly, 

This is a true story,  
about my fellow 

traveller’s adult son, and 
may be useful to parents 

who’d like to long remain 
friends with their children  

or the path  
to profession 

 T
he train wheels 
were clattering 
rhy t h m i c a l ly. 
T h r o u g h  t h e 
w i nd ow,  for-
ests and groves 
were followed by 
fields. The sun 
was about to dip 
behind the ho-
rizon, and the 

outlines of twinkling hills and trees were 
becoming clear. I like this time, when 
the day that has exhausted itself is about 
to rest. I’ve often observed outrageous 
winds calming by the evening and nature 
becoming peaceful. This time of the day is 
also wonderful for taking photos, because 
of the quality of light. It’s good for talking 
conversation too. On the train, among 
your fellow travellers, you may find some-
one to listen, and upon whose shoulder 
to cry. It’s easier to talk openly when you 
think you’ll never see each other again, as 
everyone knows.

It was light and cosy in our half-emp-
ty sleeping car, in a speed train head-
ing for Simferopol. It was May and my 
husband was asleep on the upper berth, 
having fallen unconscious as soon as we 
boarded the train. We were headed vaca-
tion, to friends in Simferopol. Everyone 
was quiet: some sleeping, some drink-
ing tea, stirring it with small spoons. I 
was sipping my tea, looking through the 
window and thinking for the hundredth 
time how much I love drinking tea on a 
train, especially from a glass in a glass 
holder, even though made with a tea 
bag. There is something magical in this 
travel ritual, especially when going on 
holiday to the Crimea. The smell of the 
Black Sea in Sevastopol, on the North-
ern Side, is incomparable.

In Gomel, my loneliness was inter-
rupted: a young lady in beige jeans and 
a white T-shirt entered the compartment 
and sat on the lower berth in front of me. 
Reading a book, I peeped at her, wanting 
to observe her movements. They were 
calm and confident: the type of behaviour 
natural for those successful in life and in 
their career. I was pondering who she VA
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tools for happiness

might be. Perhaps, an actress? Her face 
looked familiar. Her dignity suggested 
that she wouldn’t start a conversation with 
me, so I carried on reading, and she drank 
tea, while looking at her tablet. I thought 
initially that she might be engrossed in a 
game but then realised her thoughts were 
far away. At some point, our eyes met. 
Hers were green, and radiated such joy 
that I couldn’t help but compliment her 
beauty. I remembered at which theatre 
she worked and told her that she was 
shining with happiness.

Looking lovely in everyday life and 
on the stage is my job. — She understood 
that I recognised her. — Indeed, I’m al-
right! Noticing that I was looking at her 
iPad, she said: 

My son’s gift. He wanted to thank me 
this way.

I lifted my eyebrows, surprised.
No, you misunderstand me; he always 

says ‘thank you’, but this way… Do you 
want me to tell the story?

I agreed, which I’ve never regretted.
The names in this story are fictitious 

because the characters are my contem-
poraries. And my interlocutor, a famous 
Belarusian actress, when she found out 
that I was a journalist writing about 
actors, asked me not to mention real 
names, should I ever want to publish 
her story. I’ll call her Anna. She was an 
excellent storyteller.

…Like many children, Mishka grew up 
to be talented; he painted, sculpted, and was 
reciting verse by the age of three. He loved 
the theatre and cinema, and could swim, 
and dive from 10m. He loved sports. As a 

teenager, he fenced, rode a sports bike, and 
tried weightlifting. He taught himself the 
guitar and went to a school focusing on art. 
He painted so well that he would have made 
a good painter. Then, suddenly, when they 
set up a military class, he went there. My 
husband and I remembered him painting 
military battles at the age of five, depicting 
hostilities. When I asked about the theme of 
those pictures, he’d simply say ‘war’.

What inspired this interest? Was it the 
genes of his grandfather, a war veteran? 
Perhaps, though it’s hard to understand. 
For quite a long time, Mishka dreamed 
the same dream that had haunted him 
since childhood. He would often wake up 
screaming: ‘Mum, I’m afraid of war.’ It 
would take ages for him to calm down. I’d 

console him, assuring him that war would 
never come. When he grew up, he 
mentioned often how he dreamed 
of a young soldier with a wheat-
coloured moustache, who looked 
like himself, and then a blinding 
explosion followed, causing my 
son to wake.

This is how the terrible Great 
Patriotic War probably caught 
our children, through genetic 
links. My father, shortly before 
the end of the war, was badly in-
jured: a shell made a direct hit on 
division headquarters: a powerful 
explosion, that blinded him.

Mishka often hiked with 
friends once he began high school, 
singing by the campfire with a 
guitar. He had a beautiful, vel-
vety baritone... such as would 

make a prominent ac-
tor, as I now appreciate. 
At that time, however, I 
really didn’t want him to 
become an actor, because 
there are few outstanding 
actors among us. Men-
tally, I strongly resisted 
the idea, fearing that my 
son would easily enter 
theatre school. However, 
I told him it was up to 
him to decide. I wanted 
to appear modern, in-
telligent, and knowing 
in his eyes. During 
the summer holidays, 
when my son was 
about to enter tenth 
grade, we went to my 
parents in Ukraine, 
taking Mishka with 
us. One day, he came 
home with a book on 
the mysteries of the 
brain. My now de-
ceased father, who loved 
his grandson greatly, 
saw the book and 
said: ‘Well, Mikhail, 
you’ll become a doc-
tor and treat your 
grandfather. . .’

Children are the mirrors of our feelings, 
thoughts, and actions. It’s so important  
not to hinder them to make the right choice 
of the profession — and the right life choice, 
too. And it’s vital to help them to find their 
personal “tools” for the discovery of their 
personal talents

 T
he train wheels 
were clattering 
rhy t h m i c a l ly. 
T h r o u g h  t h e 
w i nd ow,  for-
ests and groves 
were followed by 
fields. The sun 
was about to dip 
behind the ho-
rizon, and the 

outlines of twinkling hills and trees were 
becoming clear. I like this time, when 
the day that has exhausted itself is about 
to rest. I’ve often observed outrageous 
winds calming by the evening and nature 
becoming peaceful. This time of the day is 
also wonderful for taking photos, because 
of the quality of light. It’s good for talking 
conversation too. On the train, among 
your fellow travellers, you may find some-
one to listen, and upon whose shoulder 
to cry. It’s easier to talk openly when you 
think you’ll never see each other again, as 
everyone knows.

It was light and cosy in our half-emp-
ty sleeping car, in a speed train head-
ing for Simferopol. It was May and my 
husband was asleep on the upper berth, 
having fallen unconscious as soon as we 
boarded the train. We were headed vaca-
tion, to friends in Simferopol. Everyone 
was quiet: some sleeping, some drink-
ing tea, stirring it with small spoons. I 
was sipping my tea, looking through the 
window and thinking for the hundredth 
time how much I love drinking tea on a 
train, especially from a glass in a glass 
holder, even though made with a tea 
bag. There is something magical in this 
travel ritual, especially when going on 
holiday to the Crimea. The smell of the 
Black Sea in Sevastopol, on the North-
ern Side, is incomparable.

In Gomel, my loneliness was inter-
rupted: a young lady in beige jeans and 
a white T-shirt entered the compartment 
and sat on the lower berth in front of me. 
Reading a book, I peeped at her, wanting 
to observe her movements. They were 
calm and confident: the type of behaviour 
natural for those successful in life and in 
their career. I was pondering who she 

39Беларусь. BelaruS
2017



tools for happiness

He never treated my father, as he died 
while Mishka was still a freshman at the 
medical university. His grandfather was 
so proud of his grandson for entering the 
university! Sometimes, I thought that my 
son went into medicine to please his grand-
father, whom he also loved very much. Yes, 
I’d like to think so, to rid myself of my feel-
ings of guilt towards my son…

Anna was worried. Sometimes, she 
paused in her story, as it dragged on, but I 
didn’t ask anything: questions might have 
disrupted the music of her narration, 
that had begun to sound like a drama. It 
looked as if she was coming to the point 
that had tormented her for years...

I’d passionately wanted Misha to be-
come a doctor, as had my husband. In this 
regard, we were accomplices. Though not 
directly, we had an impact on our son in-
ternally. Not for nothing do they say that 
the relationship between mother and son 
remains strong. Apparently, it seemed that 
it was his choice. Moreover, our friend 
who worked at the medical institute ad-
vised tutors, who helped applicants make 
sure they were taking the right 
decision in applying. And so 
it happened. Our son eas-
ily entered the university 
and found his studies a 
piece of cake. We were 
amazed at how little 
time he spent on pre-
paring for seminars and 
cramming anatomical 
terms. I was proud of 
my son; his phenomenal 
memory surprised me. And 
then, all of a sudden, after the 
first semester, when he’d suc-
cessfully passed his exams, 
Mishka decided to quit. It 
was a shock to us. Nothing 
indicated this trouble, as 
my husband and I took it. 
Our son said: ‘I’ll try to en-
ter a theatre institute and, if 
I fail, I’ll enroll in the army. 
I objected openly, suggest-
ing many arguments in 
favour of medicine. All my 
friends and acquaintances 

told me to stop him: an 18-year-old can’t 
take serious decisions... However, I stopped 
nagging, as it seemed to me that Mishka 
understood everything.

My son quit medicine after five years 
working in intensive care, after graduation. 
His friends, regretting his decision, told me 
many times that he was a doctor with a 
God-given talent, like the notorious Dr. 

House. People still call to consult him, 
for various reasons: stomach aches, 

injuries, wounds, or their kids 
have picked up a virus... There 
are many such cases in his lit-
tle medical practice. People call 
him asking for consultations or 
massage. Sometimes, I egoisti-
cally regret his quitting medi-
cine: if he’d stayed, we’d have 

had our family doctor.
I couldn’t wait to find out the 

end of this story. I foresaw its end-
ing, thinking that my companion’s 

son returned to medicine, and 
therefore thanked his 

mother. But I 
was wrong.

A n n a 
c a l m e d  d ow n 

and contin-
ued her story 
more dispas-
sionately.

‘Half way through the journey of 
our life.

I found that I was in a gloomy wood’.
So begins Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy’. 

These words illustrated the state of my 
adult son in the best possible way until 
recently. He repeatedly told my husband 
and I that he’d made a mistake in choos-
ing medicine. ‘Why did I enter the medical 
university? I’ve wasted so much time,’ he 
often repeated. I boggled, saying that he’d 
made his choice on his own. I confess, it was 
a lie, although it did look true. 

Mishka would often make something 
with his hands: handmade gifts for me, 
such as a wooden ring with amber or 
a copper ampyx. He’d also make pencil 
sketches. I remember many of his child-
hood and school drawings. Once, he drew 
an old man sitting on a bench. That picture 
was unforgettable, emanating warmth. For 
some reason, this is the way I imagine St. 
Nicholas. Later, he made an image of the 
Virgin and Child from a piece of amber. He 
gave that artwork to his classmate, whom 
he wasn’t even in love with.

It was obvious that Anna was very 
proud of her son and loved him uncon-
ditionally. She was a happy mother. ‘Have 
you finally accepted that it was you and 
your husband who directed him into 
medicine?’ — I asked.

I’m still afraid to admit it... The other 
day, on my birthday, he was presenting a 
speech and, in front of all our relatives, he 
expressed his gratitude to me for inspir-

A chair —  
a gift for the 

creator

This metal bison has a distinctive character

40 Беларусь. BelaruS
2017



tools for happiness

ing his work in arts and crafts. He said, 
‘Mum, you made me believe in myself.’ I 
was ashamed, and you already know why. 
Many years passed before it happened. 
My son is married and has two children, 
an adult daughter and son, who’ll choose 
a career next spring. Mishka is 40, and 
only recently did he regain his feet. He 
wouldn’t have been obliged to catch up 
with himself if I’d been wiser.

Anna admitted that she understood 
Fate; things happen for a reason, and 
every experience is useful.

Perhaps, my son didn’t want to dis-
appoint us, so he chose the path we all 
liked. We could have forced him with our 
parental authority, but it wouldn’t have 
been his choice!

She told me about a large order that 
her son had carried out for a friend of her 
family, a well-known Belarusian writer.

My husband and I really didn’t know 
what to present to Oleg for his birthday. 
During years of friendship, we’d given a lot 
of gifts. His was turning 60, and we want-
ed to offer a useful and original present. 
I called Mishka, asking if he might make 
something for Uncle Oleg, perhaps a serv-
ing table, as he’d made before, or a lamp. 
My son skillfully makes vintage items. 
Mishka came up with an idea. His wife 
Katerina joined him in designing an arm-
chair, resembling a throne. It took a week 
to complete, working at night to finish on 
time. Without false modesty, I can say that 
it was a masterpiece. The backrest had an-
gel wings, as if guarding the person sitting. 
It was comfortable too. My son put in so 
much warmth and soul! Each of us who sat 
in it, felt this, and Oleg loved the gift.

My fellow traveller’s son is now an art-
ist and a craftsman, working with metal 
and wood. Anna showed me photos of a 
water cooler and a brutal bison. The latter 
impressed me greatly, making me want to 
reach out and touch it. 

I didn’t want to let that bison out of my 
hands, because it was so warm. However, I 
don’t have time to admire all Mishka’s art-
works, as I’m constantly busy at the thea-
tre, just as he is busy. I’m so happy for his 
confidence in his skills. You know, now, I’m 
twice as glad that he quit medicine. After 

all, there are so many suffering people who 
don’t want to help themselves.

Anna sighed with relief, as if 
breathing out something important 
that was finally formulated. 
Perhaps, she wanted to un-
derstand whether she’d rid 
herself of her feelings of 
guilt towards her son.

We chatted late into the 
night, drinking tea from glass 
cups in holders. I couldn’t 
help admiring Anna, whose 
eyes continued to shine with 
the happiness of a mother 
whose child is not offended 
with her. On the contrary, 
her son became closer to 
her, though they don’t see 
each other too often. 
We talked about 
how important 
it is not to inter-
fere in children’s 
life choices. And 
h o w  i mp o r-
tant it is to help 
them find the 
tools they need 
to explore their 
talents.

We agreed 
that most of us unin-
tentionally refrain from 
listening to the melody of 
our children’s lives. From 
infancy, we force them 
into picking up our own 
rhythms. Sometimes, we 
even impose on them our 
own unrealised desires regard-
ing a career, as well as shaping their friend-
ships, and whom they marry, though we 
sincerely wish for their happiness. Anna 
quoted an extract from a play:

We all want our children to have a lot 
of reliable, faithful, good friends, and vice 
versa, we don’t want them to make friends 
with bad people. However, our children 
have the right to communicate with any-
one they want. Moreover, we have to admit 
that the older they become, the fewer op-
portunities we, parents, have in real life to 

influence their choice. And all we can do is 
to create a system of values and personal 
qualities when they are still little, to ensure 

that they attract good people. Therefore, 
the most important 
thing is the way 

we lead our own 
lives…

We chatted 
about ‘right and 

wrong’ in rais-
ing children, and 
discussed that 
children are mir-
rors of our feel-
ings,  thoughts 
and deeds. Then, 

we switched to 
grandchildren. 
We didn’t moan 
about their pas-
sion for gadgets, 
rather agreeing 

that we shouldn’t 
be afraid of modern 
electronic devices, so 
attractive to our adult 
children’s children. 
After all, we cannot 
do without smart-
phones and tablets, 

realising how con-
venient they are. 

When, by the way, 
my family gather 
for a holiday, and 

my son watches 
me and my niece 
exchanging pho-
tographs or songs 
via Bluetooth, he 
jokes that conver-
sation is impos-

sible while ‘our girls are occupied with 
gadgets’. Never mind that ‘the girls’ are 
aged from 5 to 55. We chat and sing with 
a guitar and listen to each other; electronic 
devices don’t prevent us from doing so. As 
time goes by, we appreciate our chats even 
more, feeling the warmth and comfort of 
our family and friends, and knowing that 
we’re interested in each other.

By Valentina Zhdanovich

A cooler 
tower
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confectioners 
know well,  
that tastes differ

Belarusians have a sweet tooth, 
buying 250,000 tonnes of chocolate, 
sweets, biscuits and other confection-
ary annually

Around 70,000 tonnes of sweets are 
imported into Belarus from abroad, 

while half of all domestically produced 
confectionery is provided by Belgospish-
cheprom Concern enterprises: Kommu-
narka, Spartak, Krasny Pishchevik, Kras-
ny Mozyryanin, Slodych, Confa, Ivkon 
and the First Chocolate Company. 

New Year festivities are the star 
hour for confectioners, notes the head 



of Coordination and Development of 
Confectionery, Olga Starostina, add-
ing that Belgospishcheprom organisa-
tions alone produced about two mil-
lion sweets, of various sizes, in 2016.

Every year, Belgospishcheprom 
enterprises introduce over a hundred 
new products. In 2016, Belarusians 
were offered new varieties of chocolate, 
marshmallow, kazinaki and low-sugar 
confectionary, with such fillings as or-
ange with cognac, and banana nougat 
with strawberry jam. 

Belarusian chocolates and sweets 
are part of festive occasions worldwide, 
being especially popular in Russia, the 
USA, Ukraine and Mongolia. 

Belarus continues to battle certain 
technical regulations which make Be-
larusian chocolates more expensive 
than those in Russia and Ukraine, 
due to using more cocoa butter (with 
less than 5 percent substitutes, mak-
ing ours higher ‘quality’ than those of 
our neighbours). The Chinese view 
Belarusian confectionary as being too 
sweet, so our developers are working 
to produce a modified recipe to suit the 
Chinese market. In 2016 alone, Belgo-
spishcheprom dispatched $500,000 of 
sweets and chocolate to China. 

A good dress is  
an invitation card

Our famous biathlete Darya Domracheva 
did not fade into the shadows after the 
birth of her daughter. After a break, she 
began training and worked on a treat for 
her fans — she opened her own online 
shop selling clothes and souvenirs.

“I hope that wearing a t-shirt or item 
of clothing with the biathlon print will encourage the 

wearer to push themselves to run one more kilometre, set-
ting small personal goals, or finally buying that gym mem-
bership. Sport becomes much more pleasant if you're wear-
ing something you feel confident in,” the athlete said.

Describing the story behind the idea, Darya recollects 
how she grew up in a family of architects, “Since childhood 
my parents instilled a love of creativity in me. I've always 

 liked to invent things, to create, to 
design in a broad sense. I wanted 
to add a special zest and individual 
features to sports outfits which I 
wear most of the time. In addition, 
it was important for me to think 
up something that could motivate 
people to exercise.”

It is curious that for shootings 
of the catalogue, Darya invited not 
professional models, but her fans. 

The biathlete has a firm belief that those who are beautiful 
inside are beautiful outside. Interestingly, everything pro-
duced for the online shop is made in Belarus. Darya Dom-
racheva is not only patriotic on the ski track, “It was im-
portant for me to show to Belarus and the rest of the world 
that with the proper approach and attention to detail, it is 
possible to create quality items with prints that don’t disap-
pear after two washes, even in Belarus.”

Unrivalled Angelina
Angelina Vasilevskaya wins prestigious 
Euro Pop Contest Grand Prix Berliner 
Perle — the first time in over fifteen 
years that a representative of Belarus 
has won

T he contest 
b r o u g h t 

together more 
t h a n  4 0  f i -
nalists  f rom 
Ukraine, Rus-
sia, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Azerba-
ijan, Armenia, 

Bulgaria, Germany, the UK, Romania, 
Kazakhstan, Sweden and elsewhere.

In the finals, entrants performed in 
three age categories. After performing 
two songs within two competition days, 
Angelina led the 14-17 age category, 
receiving her medal, cup and precious 
prize from the international jury which 
included producers and composers from 
various countries.

“When I went on stage I wasn't at all 
anxious. What's the sense in worrying if 
excitement only takes away confidence,” 
notes Angelina, with maturity. 



panorama
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Information  
for tourists 

Once Minsk regional ethnogra-
pher Vladislav Khilkevich came 
up with the idea of making a 
guide to Minsk for children, the 
plan was implemented, and now 
a new colourful edition has ap-
peared in bookstores

It was Vladislav’s daughter Yeli-
zaveta who realised his dream. 

When she was 11 she began work-
ing on the guide, and completed it at the 
age of 14. During the first half of the year 
she collected information from her rich 
home library and on the Internet, proc-
essed it and visited museums and land-
marks. One day, her parents remember, 
during one of her trips with her school 
class, Lisa surprised the classmates sit-
ting next to her in the bus with stories 
about the sights outside the window.

The first of Yelizaveta’s articles was 
about the National Library. “It consumes 
a lot of energy. So, in order to save en-
ergy, light-reflecting panels hang inside 
the building, and there is also a transpar-
ent glass floor which can hold a weight of 



several tonnes, you can 
jump on it as much 
as you want!” she 
wrote.  After-
w a r d s  t h e 
text was ab-
breviated, and 
it was the only thing 
that Vladislav changed in 
the guide. For the sake of the ex-
periment, he decided not to interfere 
with the work of his daughter. When the 
text was ready, there was a question over 
the illustrations. The publishing house 

asked Lisa to illustrate the book 
herself, although the creation of 
pictures took over a year.

The guide will answer the 
questions of young Minsk citi-
zens, their parents and, of course, 
foreign guests. For example, they 
will learn where ancient Minsk 
was located, what street is the 
shortest and what is the narrow-

est, how old is the oldest of the 
surviving churches 

of  Minsk, 
w h a t  i s 
the height 

of the city 
Hall, about the 

famous Count 
Czapski,  under 

which Minsk square 
a ferocious dragon 

lived and a lot of other in-
teresting information.

Yelizaveta is now ready to 
create guides for other cities. In 

the meantime, she paints famous 
Minsk buildings which she connects 

with world landmarks. For example, she 
combined the ‘Gates of Minsk’ with the 
Arc de Triomphe in Paris.

pushcha sharing  
its secret

During monitoring of the Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha forest, Polish scientists have 
found unknown archaeological sites 
on the border with Belarus — stone 
constructions that are about 2m wide 
and up to 20cm high

Ruslan Kniga, a research officer of 
the Belovezhskaya Pushcha Na-

tional Park, said that research has been 
conducted using laser scanning of the 
Earth’s surface. “The items discovered 
are primarily located on the hills. Digs 
have been conducted and stone con-
structions unearthed. According to our 
Polish colleagues, they are hand-made 
and are likely to be the remains of bor-

 ders of agricultural fields. Interestingly, 
in some places these constructions lie 
under burial places and mounds from 
the early Middle Ages. It means they 
are older than the trees growing in 
the Pushcha. Of course, it’s interesting 
to determine the exact dating of these 
objects and their functions. Research-
ers plan to study in detail the inside of 
the lineal constructions which will give 
new information about the history of 
the ancient forest.”

Starting from 2008, archaeological 
research has been conducted on the Be-
larusian part of the Belovezhskaya Push-
cha annually. During the digs, scientists 
have uncovered more than 50 archaeo-
logical items from the Stone, Bronze and 
Iron Ages. Some artefacts can be seen in 
the Nature Museum.

Mr. Kniga described the construction 
of the museum-skansen in the National 
Park, “The museum is being built as part 
of the 2016-2020 state programme for 
the environment and sustainable use of 
natural resources. The project for the 
skansen is already prepared. In 2017, 
Br100,000 is being allocated for the con-
struction of communications lines and a 
parking area in front.”

Vladislav Khilkevich with his 
daughter yelizaveta

panorama
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coordinates of existence

The USA and canada’s Groundhog Day, on February 2nd, is echoed 
by Belarus’ Slavonic foreteller of spring, the Rooster  

 W
atching the iconic Holly-
wood ‘Groundhog Day’ film, 
by Danny Rubin and Harold 
Ramis, you can’t help but 
reflect on how our lives are 
inter-connected. How does 
Groundhog Day refer to my 
personal journalistic path, 

and my thesis research? There is a chain of events.
In 1993, the romantic comedy (both mystical and phil-

osophical in its idea of spiritual rebirth) made 
the traditional American holiday 
popular worldwide. However, 
its roots date back to Ancient 
Rome. Each year, on Febru-
ary 2nd, many American 
TV channels broadcast 
the entertaining film. 
This year, Belarusian 
television did so, while 
our media discussed the 
Slavonic Rooster. In line 
with the folk calendar, Feb-
ruary 2nd is a day of ‘Grom-
nitsy’, when winter first meets 

spring. If a rooster drinks water from a pool on this day, 
spring will be warm and early (as we all wish for).

We cannot help but view the world cyclically, as we see not 
only the seasons repeating themselves, but other phenomena. 
Our lives are inevitably linked to cycles. Sometimes, what 
seemed understandable last spring becomes a puzzle. I reread, 
from time to time, Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and al-
ways seem to learn something new, about life and about myself, 
through a flash of insight. I enjoy quoting it. 

‘only a few find the way; 
some don’t recognise 
it when they do; some 
don’t ever want to’

According to the plot, the 
protagonist of Groundhog 
Day, an arrogant weatherman, 
played by Bill Murray, annual-
ly comes to a festival in Ameri-
can Punxsutawney, honouring 

groundhog Phil, who is awakened 
to forecast the arrival of spring. On 

this particular February 2nd, arriving 
in Punxsutawney to make his hated re-

Moving into 
your own 
space

 

You'll get 
somewhere without 

fail. You’re  
sure to do that if only  

you walk long  
enough
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port, he finds himself caught in a time loop, obliged to relive 
the day repeatedly. At last resigning himself to his fate, he 
decides to live life to the fullest. Along the way, he realises that 
only when he acts for others’ good does he gain any satisfac-
tion. He opens himself to friendships and understands that, 
like the groundhog, he was sleeping through past years…

‘When the road is like a puzzle, try to step at random. Be 
carried by the wind…’

I’m always surprised by the wisdom which guides us to 
our own harmonious space, be that in our studies, career, or 
personal life. Undoubtedly, it’s great to successfully choose our 
path in youth. Probably, these people are happy, having known 
from adolescence who they wish to be, where and why. Under-
standing of our place in life and our purpose has always been a 
preoccupation in art and literature.

Do you remember Alice chatting with the Cheshire Cat, in 
‘Alice in Wonderland’?

Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from 
here?
That depends a good deal on where you want to get to.
I don’t much care where.

Then it doesn’t much matter which way you go. Oh, you’re 
sure to do that, if only you walk for long enough.

At 17, I couldn’t understand whether I’d made the right de-
cision in entering the Philology Faculty at Kiev State Univer-
sity. I hardly gave it much thought. I just found it thrilling that 
a young girl from the provinces would be studying in Kiev. It 
felt rather like buying new French patent leather square-toed 
shoes with bows (as were fashionable at that time), bought for 
my entering the university.

Although I dreamt of joining the alumni of the Journal-
ism Faculty at the same university, this wasn’t very important 
when I became a student of the Journalism Faculty. I also for-
got the instructions of poet and journalist Yuri Stadnichenko, 
who came to our Ukrainian town of Volchansk in the Kharkov 
Region on a business trip to the local newspaper, ‘Khliborob’ 
(Breadmaker) and chatted with us, young humanitarians of the 
9th grade, whose literary opuses were rarely published in this 
newspaper.

I can still recall the newspaper printing, on the fourth page, 
in the left-hand column, my naïve verse about spring buds 
crackling, filling the garden with spring sounds. I was delighted 

coordinates of existence
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to see my name, as well as a steadfast glare of the Kharkov guest, 
and his question: ‘Will you become a poet or would you rather 
go into journalism?’

That meeting with the honoured journalist of Ukraine gave 
birth to my ambitious dream...

It took a while for me to see results. I wasn’t accepted into 
the Journalism Faculty, although they were as wise as Solomon. 
Experienced specialists in the dean’s office set me on the right 
path, telling my mother that if I had the gift of writing, I’d find 
my way into journalism even after graduating from the Philol-
ogy Faculty. In fact, they said, I’d emerge more mature. They 
were right…

‘whichever path you choose, you must 
always look in the right direction’

Not long ago, I, like the son of my fellow traveller from the 
previous publication (p. 38) was thinking about time spent in 
vain. I began by trying to enter the Journalism Faculty and 
didn’t listen to my mother, or those who advised her, regard-
ing my entry to the Philology Faculty. If I’d begun journalism 
earlier, I’d have saved wasted years between graduating and 
launching my journalistic career. I can’t help musing on it.

However, I’m convinced that if I hadn’t been caught by cir-
cumstances, like Phil from ‘Groundhog Day’, I’d have missed 
out on realising the depth of my vocation. My dream would 
have been empty.

‘always collect 
what’s useful. reject 
only your ignorance, 

and you may survive’
I hate cuttings: the smell of newsprint and paper glue. I 

worked as a laboratory assistant in the Theatre Department, 
at the Institute of Art Studies, Ethnography and Folklore, at 
the National Academy of Sciences. I sat angry with the whole 
world, alone in a cold office until 6pm. Post-graduate students 
and junior research officers, let alone senior research officers, 
departed in the afternoon: some went to the library, some 
to conferences and some home to prepare scientific works. I 
thought that their life was marvellous. Meanwhile, I sat resent-
fully, primarily directing those feelings towards Prof. Vladimir 
Nefed, a doctor of art history. This January marked the cente-
nary of his birth (may he rest in peace). I thought he gave me 
only the most boring work.

He obliged me to organise the archive of newspaper cut-
tings and systematise the theatrical archive of manuscripts and 
photos. At first, the work seemed pointless and dull. However, 
gradually, by filling the work with my energy, I saw beauty and 
benefit in it. Step by step, archives were systematised and it 
became convenient to work with them, if preparing a paper, 
so my senior colleagues told me. The archive was essential to 
the work of the whole department: ‘The History of Belarusian 
Theatre’ in three volumes.

I put all my energies into this work, gaining a new attitude. 
I began to understand something very important, since I was 
soon to begin full-time post-graduate study. Three years of a 
free, creative life had seemed so attractive. I was going to show 
everyone my abilities beyond being an archivist. This drove me 
on, and I was absolutely confident that I’d do everything quick-
ly and on time. However, as the Cheshire Cat said, confidence 
and arrogance are two sides of the same coin…
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‘when the remarkable turns 
bizarre, reason turns rancid’

I took English language courses, translating from a very 
thick English magazine, and penetrating the history of Bela-
rusian theatre, as well as studying philosophy and taking ex-
ams for my Candidate’s degree. Having collected the necessary 
material, I wrote my research thesis on Zmitrok Biadulya — a 
theatrical critic, publicist and playwright. 

I was ‘warmed’ by the thought that I was the first to ex-
plore his work formally, helped by two theatre experts, both 
with a Ph.D. in art history, Klara Kuznetsova and Tamara 
Gorobchenko. Tamara was my thesis supervisor, teaching me 
to think consistently, and to decide which materials were most 
important. I’m extremely grateful to her. Ms. Gorobchenko was 
similarly enthusiastic, eagerly encouraging me in my work.

At last, the day came when my efforts bore fruit. My col-
leagues discussed a draft version of my research thesis, making 
remarks and proposals. It seemed strange that everyone with-
in the department approved of my work, except for Vladimir 
Nefed. I remember Tamara saying that she didn’t understand 
his bias and his overly critical point of view.

However, all that praise meant little to me. I was self-criti-
cal. Neither the approval of my colleagues nor Mr. Nefed’s re-
marks touched me. It was as if I were deaf to them, and all I 
thought I’d cared about mattered nothing. One essential thing 
I did learn was that many good people exist in the world, eager 
to help and encourage you. I put my thesis away, confident of 
never returning to it.

‘observe, learn and react’
With enviable persistence, life returns us to similar situ-

ations, to make us finally learn our lesson. Psychologists say 
that this continues, until we understand that we create our 
own reality. I remember my husband and I quarrelling a 
great deal while hiking around Belarus’ state border. It be-
gan early in our trip and continued throughout, until we re-
turned to our starting place: the border village of Karasino, 
in the Braslav District. The ‘Karasino’ loop taught us mutual 
respect and responsibility for each other and our words…

Having been caught in a time loop with my research 
thesis, I understood why this experience was precious. 
I didn’t see a personality in the classical writer Zmitrok 
Biadulya, and I didn’t admire him, yet I was endeavouring 
to explore his work as a critic, publicist and playwright. 
It’s no wonder that my enthusiasm was lacking!

I spent seven years on that thesis. Only once have I 
taken it out to read and I saw immediately why it hadn’t 
brought me satisfaction: it was lifeless, because I had 
no love for my subject. Probably, Vladimir Nefed 
felt this, in his efforts to persuade everyone that 
I wasn’t yet ready to defend it.

My new colleagues at ‘Rodnae Slova’ magazine encouraged 
my decision to re-write my research thesis after learning that 
I’d ‘buried’ this important subject. I was offered a job on the 
magazine despite lacking experience as an executive secretary. 
I was ambitious, wanting to prove to others, and to myself, that 
I (as almost a candidate of science) could work for a scientific-
methodical magazine as an executive secretary. I succeeded, 
launching my path of professional journalism as an executive 
secretary, while simultaneously working on a new version of 
my research thesis and various media publications.

I’m grateful to everyone who advised me, in various ways, 
however harsh their comments. I’m still working on my thesis, 
and still learning. Each new day bring a life lesson when we’re 
interested in our subject, and feel the engine of creativity.

I’m grateful for the kind words of my opponents, voiced dur-
ing my defence of my research thesis, including those of the former 
Director of the Literature Institute at the National Academy of Sci-
ences, literary historian Victor Kovalenko. Without false modesty, 
I can say that my work was called ‘heat-warming’.

‘the best way to explain 
is to take action’

Bizarrely, on February 2nd, Groundhog Day, my husband 
and I were sitting in a forest beside the fire, as had become a 
tradition with us. We’d go somewhere in the countrywide for 
the weekend, even in winter, just as my mother used to do with 
us as children. She was keen on the forest, on campfires and 
the ritual of throwing wood onto the embers, especially during 
frosty weather, to keep icy toes at bay.

If we wish to fulfil our dreams we must do more than muse 
on them. We must take action, rather than trusting to Fate.

‘What’s that sound over there?’ Alice asked.
‘Those are wonders,’ explained the Cheshire Cat calmly.
‘And what do they do?’ asked the girl.
As expected, the Cat yawned. ‘They happen…’

Wonders do happen but only if we continue 
to feed the fire, throwing logs on the em-
bers. I’ve long been convinced that it’s 
so, and ever will be, I expect. 

By Valentina Zhdanovich
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attractive routes

welcome to 
novogrudok
This amazing town — where  
history lives — is incredibly 
wonderful in winter

 Novogrudok’s history hides many secrets 
and mysteries and one of them deals 
with the town’s foundation. Accord-
ing to one version, the fortress on 
the Zamkovaya Hill was founded 
by Yaroslav Mudry (the Wise) and 
another legend says that it was 

established by the first ruler of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania, Russia and Jemoit — Mindovg. Further-
more, historians debate three dates for the founding 
of Novogrudok: 1044, 1116, and 1252.

Join King arthur
It’s best to look at the town from Zamkovaya Hill — ap-

proaching the ruins of the ancient fortress. Everything is clearly 
seen — including Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, mon-
asteries, a mosque, a Jewish cemetery, a marketplace, shopping 
stalls, a moat and a rampart. While standing by the thick walls of the 
fortress, one could easily imagine you’re back in the era of knights 
and kings. The Belaya Vezha knights’ tournament is held here every 
summer, guests are invited to join the team of Richard the Lionheart 
and King Arthur.

The picturesque hill not far from the settlement — known as the 
Mount of Mindovg — is another mystery. According to legend, the 
duke was buried here. The high status of Novogrudok in ancient times 
is confirmed by a glass bowl — the cup of St. Jadviga — which was 
unearthed during excavations. It depicts a lion, a griffin and a tree of 
life in the form of two snakes embracing the cup. The bowl is kept in 
the Hermitage and experts of the British Museum view it among 
the top hundred most outstanding cultural artefacts.

visiting adam Mickiewicz’s homeland
The classical Polish writer Adam Mickiewicz, never 

actually lived in Poland. He called Novogrudok his na-
tive town. The house where Adam’s family lived is now 
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attractive routes

a museum. The Zaosie manor, where the poet was born, has been 
restored. The poet’s memory is honoured here and the Mount of 

Immortality has been created close to Zamkovaya Hill.
The fates of Mickiewicz and Pushkin intertwined in an 

unusual way. In the 19th century, the 13th Hussars Narva 
Regiment, commanded by his elder son, Colonel Alexan-

der Pushkin, stayed here. Alexander lived in Novogru-
dok with his family and the grave of one of the great 
Russian poet’s grandsons, Piotr, is still preserved.

see legendary svityaz lake
The lake’s origin is described in Mickiewicz’s 

Svityaz, Svitezyanka and Fish ballads. According to 
legend, the town of Svityaz was situated here. The 
enemy laid siege to it and its people began to set 

fire to their homes, when everything fell through the 
ground and water covered it.

The flora and fauna in the lake also hide many 
mysteries. Scientists are still working hard in an at-

tempt to clarify how some microorganisms and algae 
appear here: these are not found anywhere else in Belarus. 

The lake water is seen as healing. It contains a high silver 
content that aids rejuvenation.

live in vladimir vysotsky’s room
Novogrudok is the town of poets. Another classical author stud-

ied at the local Dominican school — Belarusian poet, Jan Czeczot. 
Three years ago, a monument to Vladimir Vysotsky was unveiled 
here. He came to Novogrudok in 1969 when Belarusian director 

Victor Turov was shooting his ‘Sons Go to Battle’ movie. Vladimir 
wrote several songs for him — including the famous ‘He Failed 

to Return from the Battlefield’. 
Marina Vlady also visited Novogrudok to see her husband. 
They lived in a local hotel and its room number 325 has 

remained unchanged since then. There is the opinion 
that Mr. Vysotsky’s ‘Fir Tree Branches Shiver in the 

Wind’ song was written after his visit to Belarus.

look at the world from above
The town is in the centre of a ‘magic circle’: 

almost the same distance from the castles of 
Nesvizh, Lida and Mir. Thirty kilometres away, 
the ancient settlement of Lyubcha is situated 
— known for its old fortress on a high bank of 
the Nieman River. The boundless forests of the 

Nalibokskaya Pushcha are behind it; these are 
great fishing and hunting places — including the 

‘royal’ pheasant hunting grounds.
The local farmsteads always welcome guests — 

treating them with smazhenina (a very delicious and 
hearty meat dish), pechivo (pastries) and the famous 

Nalibokskaya puschanka (home-brew alcohol with ex-
tracts of herbs which grow within the Pushcha).PA
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theatre

Sergey 
Kovalchik: 
‘i feel happy 
when we 
inspire 
audiences 
to ponder’ 

We can hardly recall any other case of a 38-year-old being appointed as head of an academic theatre, leading for 
almost a decade. Sergey Kovalchik has no titles, as yet, but he is a confident leader in the Belarusian theatre world. 
He likes to experiment, filling his shows with dancing melodies, and inspiring young artistes to show their talents.

M
r. Kovalchik 
has worked 
as an actor 
and a direc-
tor  for  at 
least five dif-
ferent thea-
tres. He has 

served in the army and composed The 
Merry Poor. Sergey has tried his hand as 
a TV host and has directed high quality 
amateur parties. He has three children 
and I’ve known him since childhood, al-
lowing us to chat very informally.

‘shared roots’
You were born in, grew up and stud-

ied in Belarus — working in both Rus-
sian and Belarusian. Belarusian actors 
often work with you and Belarusians 

attend most of your shows. Has your 
theatre ever faced problems common to 
post-Soviet republics?

The Russian language is widely spo-
ken across Belarus and defines aspects of 
our culture. The name of my theatre con-
tains the word ‘national’, so we stage plays 
by Belarusian scriptwriters, although 
many are written in Russian. Not long 
ago, we organised ‘Belarusians Seasons’, 
staging Andrey Makaenok’s ‘Intimidat-
ing Apostle’, Alexey Dudarev’s ‘Executor’, 
Andrey Kureichik’s ‘Pane Kokhanku’ 
and Vasily Dranko-Maisyuk’s ‘Pesnyar’. 
Bilingual Belarus can be compared to 
Switzerland, where citizens easily speak 
French, German and Italian. There’s no 
need for conflict or national problems, as 
we share common Slavonic roots.

Who inspires you these days?

Sergey 
Kovalchik, 

Chief Director 
of Maxim 

Gorky National 
Academic 

Drama Theatre
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theatre

I’ve just returned from the St. Peters-
burg Cultural Forum — learning ultra-
modern forms, which I’m not yet great 
at. I’m mostly traditionalist, respecting 
literary materials, investigating my feel-
ings through scriptwriting. I remember a 
wonderful performance of ‘Even a Wise 
Man Stumbles’ (based on Ostrovsky’s 
play) directed by Sergey Morozov, from 
Vladimir. I’ve also been impressed by 
Mark Zakharov’s staging of Chekhov’s 
‘Cherry Orchard’, with its simple yet clear 
interpretation. Among Belarusian direc-
tors, I view puppeteer Alexey Lelyavsky 
as my inspiration, alongside mime artist 
Vyacheslav Inozemtsev.

How do you incorporate music into 
performances? You’re ‘advanced’ in this 
respect among all our directors…

Everything began when I was a rebel-
lious teenager. My father virtually pressed 
me to attend a musical school when I was 
a pupil of the fifth grade. I studied the ac-
cordion and, by the end of my studies, re-
alised that I was under music’s spell. I now 
play all manner of instruments — except 
the violin. I love so many melodies and 
composers. I adored my ‘Eternal Song’ 
performance at the Republican Theatre 
of Belarusian Drama; this folk opera is 
over ten years old, but has won so many 
awards — including in Russia.

dialogue with audiences
You’ve staged two performances in 

Tambov, also participating in the Ac-
tors of Russia Festival. Are there any 
differences between the actors’ school of 
Russia and Belarus?

There’s little difference, although, in 
Russia, they use Stanislavsky’s system 
and the psychological school of acting, 
with great results. As to who achieves 
greater success, in Russia, actors tend to 
pay more attention to directors, while 
Belarusians sometimes neglect to do so.

You have three diplomas: as an ac-
tor, director and manager. Why did you 
decide to graduate from the Academy of 
Public Administration under the aegis 
of the President? Do you wish to become 
a theatre director?

I want to know everything about the 
theatre — including the work of account-
ants, designers and stage technicians. I 
studied economics and management at 
the Academy and I believe this is impor-
tant for a director, to ensure that plans are 
practical. While studying at the Acad-

emy, I was like a plane waiting to take 
off, checking its engines and technical 
components, the runway and the coming 
strategy. I studied the art of organisational 
processes, in the broad sense.

What is of major interest to you 
within the theatre?

I appreciate open dialogue with audi-
ences, and love to observe public reaction. 
Some time ago, people responded to the 
language of fables, but less so these days, 
although they remain of relevance. I’m 
happy when audiences sit in silence, as we 
experienced during ‘Run’, which unites two 
worlds: the public face of the White Guard 
of Russian history and the private tragic 
life of certain people. Some performances 
are entertaining without stirring deeper 
empathy, but this one achieved both. ‘Run’ 
was my first play for the Russian Theatre 
and is still being staged. I’m convinced that 
audiences really do enter the play, empa-
thising with all they see on stage.

You’ve developed an artistically 
promising theatre…

I’d love to believe this to be true.
By Tatiana Orlova

The folk rock opera 
´Eternal song´ at the 
Republican Theatre  
of Belarusian Drama

The tragicomedy ´Run´ 
after the timeless novel 

by M. Bulgakov
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collection

Masterpieces  
always close to us

The National Art Museum of Belarus boasts pieces of European 
and global importance, including paintings by domestic  

and foreign artists. permanent exhibitions of the best works from 
the museum’s collection delight fans of fine art. 

This article is dedicated to masterpieces of 
Belarusian and international fine arts held 

by the country’s main museum. 
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collection

T
he name of Yazep 
Drozdovich is sym-
bolic for Belarusian 
art, since he focused 
on Western Belarus. 
His contemporar-
ies compared him to 
Leonardo da Vinci, 

due to the diversity of his interests. Dro-
zdovich studied the history, archaeology, 
and ethnography of Belarus, and worked 
not only with graphics, sculpture and 
painting, but literature. He wrote diaries 
and was a teacher. In the 1930s, Yazep 
create his cosmic series, in Vilnya (mod-
ern Vilnius), having studied astronomic 
literature in the Vilnius University Li-
brary. He formulated theories on planet 
interaction and space rocket design.

At the time, scientists believed that 
all the planets were inhabited, so Droz-
dovich gave his artistic view of that con-
cept. The museum exhibition presents 
two of his paintings from the ‘Life on 
Saturn’ series, which show landscapes in 
detail. The artist depicted worlds from 
his imagination, conjuring architecture, 
nature and geographical nuances, all re-
sembling those of Earth. His trademark 
was to place the symbol of a planet in the 
corner and describe the location depict-
ed on the back.

Yazep Drozdovich’s artworks are 
now unique among those with a sci-fi 
theme in Belarusian art, demonstrating 
how creativity can transform knowledge 
and create new, unseen worlds.

‘M
y City is Ancient, 
You ng’  ( 1 9 7 2 ) 
by People’s Art-
ist of Belarus, Mai 
Dantsig, is a huge, 

brightly-coloured canvas, showing a 
bird’s eye view, flying over central Minsk, 
where he was born and grew up. All his 
life, Mai Dantsig endeavoured to under-
stand the historical and psychological as-
pects of urban life, exploring this theme 
with vivid colour. He depicted everyday 
life, humans and machines, and the cold 
beauty of modern architecture, as well as 
the ethereal charm of the old. His depic-

tion of Nemiga Street captures the spirit 
of the ancient site. Founded in the 12th 
century, it takes its name from the river. 
Over time, the Nemiga River became 
shallow and, in the 19th and 20th centu-
ries, became no more than a drain. Be-
fore the 1970s, Nemiga Street was lined 
predominantly with 16th-19th century 
buildings. However, during reconstruc-
tion and the building of Pobediteley 
Avenue, many were destroyed. Among 
them was the gothic 16th century syna-
gogue, depicted in the lower right corner 
of Mr. Dantsig’s painting. 

In the 18th — early 20th century, 
the district in the picture was mostly in-
habited by Jewish poor people. During 
WWII, it became home to Minsk’s ghet-
to. Behind the Belpromproekt building, 
built in the 17th century, there is a church 
that has survived through to the present 
day. Located on today’s Kirill i Mefodiy 
Street, it was formerly the Church of the 
Annunciation, and a Bernardine Mon-
astery. In 1870, the monastery was trans-
ferred to the Orthodox Church and, af-
ter the Second World War, became the 
Orthodox Holy Spirit Cathedral.

Mai Dantsig shows the monastery 
building behind the church, as was used 
in the post-war period for housing. In 
the early 1990s, it was given to the Or-
thodox Church. Located in the Upper 
Town, it maintained a leading role in the 
life of Minsk from the late 16th century 
until the mid-20th century. Its buildings 
were extended over the centuries, creat-
ing a unique reserve of urban art, with 
features of Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque 
and Classicism. 

The painting portrays another ar-
chitectural monument built in the 20th 
century, the National Academic Bolshoi 
Opera and Ballet Theatre, which is lo-
cated in the park, surrounded by streets 
on all four sides. The site housed Troit-
skaya Square in the 16th century, with 
a church, but this suffered in a fire in 
the early 19th century and was never 
restored. Until the mid-20th century, 
the square was used only for trading. 
However, from 1935-1937, the grand 
Opera and Ballet Theatre was erected 

y. Drozdovich, “Meeting of Spring 
on Saturn”. 1932

y. Drozdovich,  
“Saturnian landscape”. 1931

M. Dantsig, “My City is Ancient,  
young”. 1972
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(grand, despite being half the original 
planned size).

During the Second World War, the 
square in front of the theatre was sur-
rounded by barbed wire and turned into 
a prison camp. Afterwards, they planted 
the trees and turned it into a park. Mai 
Dantsig shows both its artistic and his-
torical value, indicating buildings no 
longer with us, as well as those with 
which we are familiar.

Penetrating history, Mai Dantsig 
seeks to capture the essence of the city: 
not just its panoramic landscape of an-
cient buildings but the changes over 
time. He shows us the city’s biography: 
its timeline. He ignores today’s factual 
reality in favour of figurative convey-
ance, creating something unique, with 
unexpected elements and a new per-
spective in the composition. His origi-
nality is inextricably linked to his figu-
rative and scenic thinking.

‘M
y House’, created 
in 1972 by Hon-
oured Figure of 
Arts of Belarus 
Vasily Sumarev, 

offers more evidence of the prominence 
of the Belarusian art school within 1970s 

Soviet art. On show at the 1973 All-Un-
ion Exhibition in Moscow, the painting 
later became one of Sumarev’s most fa-
mous works, attracting huge attention. 
Soon after the exhibition, he joined 
other young artists from across the So-
viet Union in being included within the 
Soviet Artist publishing house’s ‘New 
Names’ series.

His canvas depicts Minsk from above, 
as seen in bird’s eye view, flying above a 
two-storey red wooden house, close to 
the railway line where he was born and 
grew up. Due to its festive atmosphere, 
at the time, the picture was perceived as 
being optimistic.

Vasily Sumarev presents the world 
of his childhood, almost as a series of 
cinematic stills. At the windows of one 
house, neighbours celebrate a wedding; 
at another, fish is being dried. In the 
street, his characters chat, take exercise, 
or read a book. Some children are like-
nesses of the artist himself. The world of 
home is filled with detailed elements of 
everyday life, captured by a child’s eyes. 
He omits sad memories in favour of 
showing the purity of children’s hopes, 
their aspirations and the love of their 
elders. The canvas is multi-layered, yet 
has integrity of intent.

V. Sumarev, “My House”.  
2008-2009

collection
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Vasily Sumarev also made his own 
frame to match the canvas, making it 
an extension of the painting, depicting 
himself and his parents within the frame. 
‘My House’ has several copyrights at-
tached to it for this reason.

The artist worked hard to promote 
the support of gifted children. Imme-
diately after graduation from the Bela-
rusian State Theatre and Art Institute 
(now, the Belarusian State Academy 
of Arts) Vasily Sumarev headed one of 
the most famous children’s art studios, 
at the Minsk Palace of Textile Workers. 
He worked with children from 1965 to 
1986, which influenced his creativity, 
inspiring him to include elements of 
theatre in his artworks, alongside folk-
lore, although he always adhered to the 
traditions of realism.

V
ladimir Kudrevich (1884-
1957) exhibited his ‘Spring 
Morning’, created in 1924, 
at the First All-Belarusian 
Exhibition, in 1925. The 

event marked the start of Soviet-era Be-
larusian art and Kudrevich’s painting re-
flected the joyful optimism of the 1920s 
perfectly, despite the symbolism seem-
ing to have been chosen randomly.

We see a grove, sparkling with pre-
cious reflections of flowers, dew, and 
morning light, revealing his upbeat 
state of mind. A birch stands bowed in 
the foreground, indicating sorrow, yet 
is bent from the lower left corner to the 
upper right, adding another layer of 
meaning: the desire to uplift the spirit. It 
offers a subconscious feeling of growth. 
Kudrevich’s techniques of impressionism 
give a sense of the outdoors. Sadly, this is 
his only artwork from the 1920s to have 
survived the Great Patriotic War, the rest 
having been either destroyed by the artist 
himself or damaged during the war.

 R
ussia’s artistic life of the 19th 
and 20th century was com-
plex and, sometimes, con-
tradictory. Every artist finds 
harmony and beauty in his 

own way, with his own, individual, 

creative methods. Often, these cannot 
be considered part of any formal di-
rection. However, an unprecedented 
number of artistic associations were 
established at the turn of the century, 
including the World of Art, the Union 
of Russian Artists, Jack of Diamonds, 
and the Blue Rose.

A prominent figure in Russian artis-
tic life was Boris Kustodiev, whose works 
emanate festivity and joy. Perhaps, his 
favourite theme was the spring festival 
of Maslenitsa, with its celebrations. His 
canvases on this topic are captivating, 
being full of ‘confusion’ and twists, set 
against lush urban landscapes, in which 
the city is like an ornate toy, and nature 
inspires our adoration, with its extraor-
dinary colours.

Observation, irony, and the ability to 
find joy in small things, as well as an open 
and welcoming attitude, determined the 
artist’s character. Critics wrote: ‘He is in-
terested in life — vigorous, diverse, and 
multi-coloured’. Kustodiev’s works are 
charged with power, with a radiant feel-
ing of the fullness of life.

In 1910, the first exhibition of young 
artists, Jack of Diamonds, was hosted in 
Moscow, showcasing paintings by Alex-
ander Kuprin, Piotr Konchalovsky, Vasily 
Rozhdestvensky, Robert Falk, Aristarkh 
Lentulov, Ilya Mashkov, Mikhail Lari-
onov, and Natalia Goncharova. However, 

V. Kudrevich, “Spring Morning”. 
1924

B. Kustodiev, “Maslenitsa”. 1924

collection
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it met with indignation, from the public 
and art critics, for its surreal and night-
marish portrayals. One report said the 
paintings were filled with ‘nightmares, 
continuous delirium, and the hallucina-
tions of the insane’. It stated: ‘The exhibi-
tors have thrown in the dust everything 
beautiful that constitutes the sense of life. 
They have trampled it and spat on it, in 
anger and despair, stemming from their 
powerlessness to see true beauty. They 
have ignored all artistic laws, with their 
bright colours and distorting of faces, 
bodies, and landscapes! All is misery and 
mockery!’ In fact, those talented young 
artists in the Jack of Diamonds exhibi-
tion sought a return to the use of colour, 
line and texture, seeking new meaning. 

“Ilya Mashkov is perhaps the truest 
of all painters, so familiar with oil paints 
that they obey him,” wrote poet Maxi-
milian Voloshin. 

Ilya Mashkov was born in 1881, in 
the village of Mikhailovskaya-na-Donu, 
in Saratov Province. He studied at the 
Moscow School of Painting, Sculpture 
and Architecture under Konstantin 
Korovin, Valentin Serov and Apolinary 
Vasnetsov. He visited Austria, Germany, 
France, the UK, Italy, Spain, Turkey, 
Greece, and Egypt and, from 1918, 
gained the status of professor.

He taught in his own studio, at the 
State Free Art Workshops, at the Higher 
Art and Technical Studios, and at the 
Higher Art and Technical Institute. He 
lived and worked in Moscow and was 
one of the founders of the Jack of Dia-
monds association.

Today, the National Art Museum of 
Belarus holds ten works by Ilya Mash-
kov. Acquired in the second half of the 
1940s through to the 1970s, from the 
artist’s family and private collectors. 
They are gems in the museum’s Russian 
art collection.

Interest in objects, shape, weight, and 
colour inspired him to develop the still-
life genre, influenced by French artist 
Paul Cezanne. His fellow artists within 
the Jack of Diamonds group had their 
own vision of his achievements. His still-
life works are distinctive, showing a pas-
sionate love for nature, as well as a thirst 
to reveal its ‘secrets’ and to comprehend 
the laws of objects’ and their ‘inner life’.

One of Ilya Mashkov’s best works 
in the museum’s collection is ‘Still-life 
with Melons and Pumpkins’, painted in 
1914 and 1915. He was fascinated by 
the very act of creating the picture. Like 
Cezanne, he ‘was one of the first to see 
in the paint not only its colourific func-
tion but the emotions generated by the 
perception of the paint itself ’.

Porcelain and glass vases, with apples 
and plums, pumpkins and watermelons, 
are placed beside flowers in clay pots, 
against a background of beautiful blue-
green drapes. The artist reveals the ‘con-
struction’ of each item, through intense 
and saturated colour. He admires the 
diversity of form, and their primordial 
power, such that it seems the flowers and 
fruits are as they were on the first day of 
their creation, like ‘prototypes’. The pic-
ture is a solemn hymn to the creative 
force of Nature.

Now, let’s cease for a while our trip 
along the museum halls until next time. 
They keep enough true masterpieces 
of painting, so we’ll continue our ac-
quaintance with them in the next issue 
of the magazine.

By Veniamin Mikheev

I. Mashkov, “Still life with 
Watermelons and Muskmelons”. 

1914-1915

collection
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