
PUBLISHED SINCE FEBRUARY 2003          NO. 16 (782)          THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019           WWW.SB.BY

President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko  
delivers State of the Nation Address to the 

Belarusian People and the National Assembly which 
highlights major priorities in the current social and 

economic development of the country

 4President of Belarus pays official visit to Turkey 

Alexander Lukashenko and Recep Tayyip Erdogan during their meeting in Ankara
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The joint session of the 
House of Representatives 
and the Council of the Re-
public at the Oval Hall 
brought together top-rank-
ing officials, members of the 
Government, heads of state 
management bodies and 
agencies, major enterprises, 
universities and banks, rep-
resentatives of the diplomat-
ic corps and journalists from 
both central and regional 
mass media. Among those 
in attendance were also for-
mer MPs, representatives of 
the Belarusian Public Asso-
ciation of Veterans, the Be-
laya Rus Republican Public 
Association, the Belarusian 
Union of Women, university 
students and cadets of mili-
tary universities.

The State of the Nation 
Address highlighted ma-
jor priorities in the current 
social and economic devel-
opment of the country. The 
President spoke of the suc-
cesses, problems and tasks 
which the country needs to 
work on in the near future.

The main themes of the 
Address are outlined below.

On the Belarusian state
“The Republic of Belarus 

emerged on the map of the 
world almost two decades 
ago. On gaining independ-
ence, it had to build and devel-
op in a situation of complex 
geopolitical, economic, social 
and regional transformations. 
Belarus was under the scruti-
ny of the global community, 
keeping an eye on us and con-
stantly evaluating us. Some-
times they made judgements 
and put us under conditions of 
economic and political block-
ade. However, through the dif-
ficulties of sanctions and the 
challenges of global crises, we 
have reached our goals. We 
have created our own country 
at the centre of Europe. Bela-
rus is a peace-loving, stable 
and beautiful country. This 
is a country for life,” said the 
Head of State.

The President remarked 
that a new diplomatic course 
of external interaction has 
been built within a short pe-
riod of time. Belarus initiat-
ed and took an active part in 
Eurasian integration projects. 
“Belarus remained neutral in 
relation to familiar global and 
regional conflicts. We sum-
moned the global community 
to establish a new multilateral 
dialogue in order to enhance 
measures of trust, security 
and co-operation,” he remind-
ed the audience. “We took a 
firm position in the modern 
geopolitical system. While 
developing relations with our 
strategic allies and foreign 

partners in various parts of the 
globe, we did not step aside 
from the principles of making 
independent decisions about 
our own national interests and 
the interests of other nations, 
firstly, our neighbours.”

“In matters of sovereign-
ty and security in foreign and 
domestic policy there has 
never been and will never be 
any room for compromise. 
The experience of division of 
the Belarusian people and re-

drawing of borders repeatedly 
makes us appreciate today’s 
unity and territorial integrity,” 
emphasised the President.

On prices and income
The Head of State drew 

the attention of the Govern-
ment, the Ministry of Antimo-
nopoly Regulation and Trade 
and trade unions to the fact 
that there should not be people 
complaining about excessive 
growth in prices for essen-
tial goods and services. The 
change in prices is sensitive 
for low-income citizens and 
pensioners. “Prices must be 
acceptable,” he stressed.

“To curb the growth of 
prices I demand the Govern-
ment create an environment 
for healthy and fair competi-
tion. Some monopoly sectors 
demonstrate attempts to dic-
tate their prices and tariffs to 
suppress price collusion, level 
conditions and cancel individ-
ual privileges,” Mr. Lukashen-
ko ordered. “The Ministry 
of Antimonopoly Regulation 
and Trade, the State Control 
Committee, trade unions and 
other authorised state bodies 
should be strict in ensuring 
that the law is not violated. 
They must take the necessary 
measures without additional 
instructions from the Presi-

dent. These decisions must be 
socially responsible.”

The growth in incomes of 
the population remains among 
the priorities of the state. Last 
year, wages were increased 
for some categories of work-
ers of science, education, 
healthcare and construction. 
However, people are still con-
cerned about the prospects for 
their further growth. Special 
attention is paid to low-paid 
categories of workers.

“ T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  i s 
obliged to ensure the ratio of 
the average wage in the budget 
sector and the average in the 
country is no less than 80 per-
cent,” said Mr. Lukashenko.

On the economic situation 
and business develop-
ment 

The Head of State not-
ed that, in recent years, the 
country has upgraded over 
500 major industrial enter-
prises. New production facil-
ities have been set up in wood 
and metal working industries, 
construction and textile indus-
tries, pharmaceutical industry 
and food industry, which — 
according to the President 
— operate quite effectively 
today.

“Industry promotion is the 
right development path for 
Belarus. The objective is to 
create comfortable living con-
ditions in every corner of the 
country. It is important to re-
move everything that restrains 
economic growth today. This 
is the overriding task for the 
Government and the National 
Bank,” said Mr. Lukashenko.

“The Belarusian economy 
will rely on the development 
of large enterprises and pro-
duction venues in the future. 
This is our overriding priori-

ty,” the President said, adding 
that a strong economy is the 
foundation of a successful 
state, and Belarus has done a 
lot over its years of independ-
ence. For example, the gross 
domestic product per capita 
and in terms of production 
parity has gone up almost five 
times and production output 
increased almost 2.5 times.

Mr. Lukashenko empha-
sised that Belarus is still not 
satisfied with what has already 

been achieved: new samples 
of specialised equipment, 
electric transport, cars and car 
parts, innovative agricultural 
and military equipment are 
being designed in the country. 
“We have created good condi-
tions for the development of 
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Now it’s their turn to 
act. However, remember that 
work is to be done around our 
production giants. This is how 
we will manage to solve ma-
jor issues — namely, to create 
new jobs and promote import 
substitution,” added the Head 
of State. He remarked that 
Belarus welcomes such small 
and medium-sized businesses 
and will provide comprehen-
sive assistance to them. How-
ever, we should not forget 
about those enterprises which 
bring us prestige and wealth.

The President stressed that 
each business leader should 
think about a radical increase 
in labour productivity and the 
overall economic efficiency 
of their enterprise. “There is 
no other way to improve the 
well-being of our people,” he 
said. “Wage growth and prof-
its are the main criteria for as-
sessing the work of a manager 
of any level.”

Mr. Lukashenko drew spe-
cial attention to the issue of 

employment and job opportu-
nities for citizens. “Reduction 
in the level of employment 
or in the number of working 
places is inadmissible under 
any pretext. All those who 
create jobs will get full sup-
port at any level,” the Presi-
dent said, adding that creating 
high-performance jobs re-
mains a priority goal, and the 
whole chain of management is 
responsible for achieving it.

The work carried out over 
the past two years has created 
unique opportunities for the 
economic development of all 
spheres of society — includ-
ing self-employment and high 
technologies.

On regional development 
“It should be noted that 

among the addresses received 
during the recent meeting 
with the expert community 
and journalists, there were 
many proposals for the devel-
opment of the regions. Their 
residents really cheer for their 
land, offering interesting solu-
tions for the development of 
cities and villages. There are 
initiatives that, without exag-
geration, relate to the future of 
the entire country, its further 
socio-economic and political 
development: from the role of 
the trade union movement to 
the improvement of legisla-
tion and proposals to change 
our Constitution. I am glad 
that people think on a large 
scale. Of course, this shows 
the political maturity of our 
society,” Mr. Lukashenko 
said.

According to him, such in-
itiatives are valuable feedback 
from residents for all author-
ities. “In fact, this is a road 
map for our future actions,” 
he added.

Mr.  Lukashenko drew 
attention to the balanced 
development of territories. 
“Belarus is a compact coun-
try. There should not be any 
dividing lines, especially in 
social, economic and living 
conditions.”

Levels of regional poli-
cy have been determined in 
Belarus, relating to the cap-
ital city, regional centres, 
districts, agro-towns and vil-
lages. There are strategies 
at every level. Separate pro-
grammes should be developed 
for 11 major towns to ensure 
robust development. “The 
Government, chairmen of re-
gional executive committees 
will have two years to imple-
ment these programmes,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said. “Important-
ly, there should be tangible 
results for our people.”

Mr.  Lukashenko  a l so 
spoke about the development 
of infrastructure. “Comforta-
ble living conditions are the 
foundation of social standards 

Planned projects aren’t simple
President of Belarus Alexander Lukashenko delivers State of the 
Nation Address to the Belarusian People and the National Assembly
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and the main criterion of suc-
cessful regional projects. Cor-
responding construction and 
modernisation programmes 
should be developed there, if 
necessary,” he added.

On foreign trade
“We do not have large re-

serves of raw materials, so we 
have to rely on the export of 
high-yield goods and services. 
However, it’s not enough just 
to produce a good product and 
find a market. World trade, 
unfortunately, is hostage to 
political manoeuvres,” stated 
Mr. Lukashenko.

The President called 2018 
the year of trade wars. “They 
are continuing this year. This 
is not only a sanctions con-
frontation. A wide range of un-
acceptable measures such as 
pressure, discrimination, in-
timidation and bans are used. 
Some countries have imposed 
unilateral restrictions on trade 
even for their most important, 
closest foreign economic part-
ners — including Belarus.”

He stated that the most im-
portant task for the country is 
the development of exports. 
“At the same time, the high 
share of foreign trade turnover 
not only bears fruit, but also 
creates a risk of dependence 
on the external market envi-
ronment.”

Therefore, it is important 
to find our own niche in the 
world market, to produce 
goods and provide services 
that have a steady demand, 
high competitiveness and 
stable profi tabil i ty.  “The 
Government should offer ef-
fective, in-demand tools to 
support exports,” the Presi-
dent added.

On the international 
situation

“Strained relations be-
tween the USA, China, partial-
ly India and Russia create an 
uncomfortable reality for the 
entire world,” Mr. Lukashen-
ko said. The mechanisms of 
global checks and balances 
are falling apart, while the 
decision of the United States 
to withdraw from the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear Forc-
es (INF) treaty could have 
unpredictable consequences. 
“We cannot but be concerned 
by the military build-up of 
NATO and the USA in the 
neighbouring states. Against 
this backdrop, Belarus needs 
to build up its Armed Forces 
and take action to maintain 
security,” the Head of State 
said. While working to im-
prove its defence capacity, 
Belarus is building co-oper-
ation within the framework 
of the CSTO to the greatest 
extent possible, taking part 
in manoeuvres and improving 
the efficiency of the region-
al group of forces. Together 
with its main ally, the country 
is gearing up for the Bela-
rus-Russia Union Shield 2019 
exercise.

On the EAEU
Mr. Lukashenko stressed 

that Belarus does not need 
integration for the sake of it. 
“We expect to achieve certain 
goals that will bring about tan-
gible results for the economies 
and peoples of our countries. 
The EAEU should become a 
full-fledged economic union 
with equal conditions for its 
participants. This will be a pri-
ority goal for Belarus during 
its presidency in the organisa-
tion in 2020,” Mr. Lukashenko 
said. “Today, Belarus is ready 
to play a bigger role as a trade 
channel for the multi-mil-
lion-Dollar market of the Eur-

asian Economic Union and the 
CIS countries with the Euro-
pean Union,” he added.

Speaking about Belarus’ 
foreign policy priorities in the 
East, the Head of State noted 
the country seeks to take an 
active part in the integration 
associations in the post-Sovi-
et space. Belarus stays com-
mitted to the course chosen 
20 years ago to develop the 
Union State with Russia. Mr. 
Lukashenko named co-opera-
tion in the CIS among the pri-
orities. He said that for many 
of the CIS member countries 
this is virtually the only plat-
form for trade and political 
dialogue.

On peace in Europe
Mr. Lukashenko believes 

that only a broad strategic di-
alogue can overcome existing 
contradictions in the world, 
including in the common Eu-
ro-Atlantic space. “It doesn’t 
matter what the dialogue may 
be called — Helsinki-2 or 
something else. Results are 
what matters. It doesn’t matter 
where it will happen. It doesn’t 
matter who will initiate it. We 
don’t want people to die due 
to our political ineptitude,” 
stressed the President. “It is 
of vital importance to pre-
serve peace and prosperity in 

Europe — our common home. 
We encourage all our partners 
to get involved today.”

The Belarusian Head of 
State believes it may even be 
said that a war is going on in 
Europe. “There is reluctance 
to meet at the level of the Or-
ganisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe, or 
at the level of heads of state, 
because it seems to be dis-
advantageous for some,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

The Belarusian leader 
pointed out that Minsk has 
earned a reputation as a neu-
tral ground for negotiations 
on the most difficult items on 

the international agenda. “We 
take pride in this fact. We will 
continue doing our best to 
restore peace and accord in 
Ukraine.”

“We remember the lessons 
of the past. We are analysing 
the current international situ-
ation. It is objectively getting 
more and more complicated. 
Therefore, we will do our ut-
most to avoid the standoff be-
tween the East and West and 
warn the world about a new 
civilisational split. It is the key 
purpose of our foreign policy, 
our peaceful initiatives aimed 
at bringing together different 
integration formats and at bol-
stering trust and security,” Mr. 
Lukashenko concluded.

On elections
Mr. Lukashenko stated that 

Belarus will hold elections to 
the House of Representatives 
and the Council of the Repub-
lic this year. “The Presidential 
elections will be held in strict 
accordance with the law with-
in the terms established by 
the Constitution. The election 
campaign should, as always, 
be calm and organised. Elec-
tions to the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Council of 
the Republic will be held this 
year. They will be a test not 
only for candidates and the 

entire chain of power, but also 
for each voter,” he noted.

Mr. Lukashenko said that 
the date has not yet been de-
termined but noted that if ac-
ceptable in law, the elections 
could be timed for the Day of 
the October Revolution.

“There must be no games, 
I emphasise once again. Come 
out and fight. The country 
needs an effective, active, 
powerful Parliament in which 
young people should be rep-
resented, veterans should 
be given the opportunity to 
contest, and I will ask the au-
thorities to support them. We 
should not be afraid to put for-

ward our candidacies, to fight 
— from parties and organisa-
tions. This is the election cam-
paign, this is the election,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said. “We should 
act reasonably, in debates in 
stadiums and other things [a 
reference to the events of the 
election campaign in Ukraine 
— editor’s remark]. Go to the 
people. They are the main 
front of the political struggle.”

Mr. Lukashenko stressed 
the role of the future Parlia-
ment, “We need a very talent-
ed Parliament as it will be the 
centre of the drafting of basic 
law together with the Pres-
ident. We — future parlia-
mentarians and I — will put 
the final points in the updated 
Constitution of our country.”

On changes to the Consti-
tution

The expected updating of 
the country’s basic law should 
serve the interests of Belarus 
and its citizens at the present 
time. “I am convinced that 
thanks to the balanced and 
scrupulous work of experts 
we will have the Constitu-
tion meeting the interests of 
our country and our citizens,” 
noted the Head of State. Ac-
cording to Mr. Lukashenko, 
consistent work has been in 
progress to improve legisla-

tion to respond to changing 
realities and the new social 
and economic challenges fac-
ing the country. “We should 
prepare amendments to the 
basic law with the country’s 
long-term development goals 
in mind,” he said.

Judges of the Constitu-
tional Court are scrutinising 
the proposals to amend the 
Constitution. “They are high-
ly professional specialists 
who bear great responsibility 
for the accuracy and relevance 
of the amendments. The pub-
lic and scholars are involved 
in this challenging work. We 
have recently reached a new 

stage. I instructed the Head of 
the President Administration 
to engage scholars — high-
ly-qualified people, members 
of the public. The next step 
will involve individual mem-
bers of the parties to make sure 
it is an accurate document for 
discussion at Presidential lev-
el,” Mr. Lukashenko said.

He added that the media 
and the Internet show great 
interest in possible changes. 
“It is not worth talking about 
the options right now. They 
are just options. We have not 
yet developed a concept to 
amend the Constitution. It 
will be made public as soon 
as I receive the final propos-
als from different segments of 
our society,” the Belarusian 
leader said.

“We will investigate the 
new Const i tu t ion joint ly 
with you — to learn what it 
should be for our people. We 
need to learn from the mis-
takes of others and see what 
our neighbours have failed to 
do. When the time comes, we 
will sit down with you, take 
our pens and start writing our 
Constitution. It will be updat-
ed in many ways. This law is 
unlikely to create a new polit-
ical structure, but it will be a 
continuation of what we have 
done.”

but success lies in the decisions
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After the welcoming cer-
emony, with guard of honour, 
at Ankara international airport, 
the Head of State went on to 
Anitkabir, the Mausoleum of 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, where 
he laid a wreath at the tomb of 
the national leader, founder and 
first president of the Turkish 
Republic, Mustafa Kemal.

The official meeting be-
tween the presidents of Be-
larus and Turkey took place 
at Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
residence: The White Palace. 
On approaching the site, Mr. 
Lukashenko’s motorcade was 
met by a cavalry group of 40 
riders, who accompanied the 
esteemed guest to the main pal-
ace gate. During the ceremony, 
the orchestra performed the an-
thems of both Belarus and Tur-
key, against which a 21-volley 
salute was given, according 
to local tradition. Here, in the 
White Palace, the heads of state 
held their talks.

After the negotiations, Mr. 
Lukashenko stressed that Tur-
key is one of the key partners of 
Belarus in the region. Co-op-
eration with the country is of 
great importance. The Presi-
dent of Belarus drew attention 
to the fact that the first official 
visit of his Turkish counterpart 
to Belarus in November 2016 
opened a new page in the his-
tory of Belarusian-Turkish re-
lations, “Significant focus was 
given to political, econom-
ic, cultural and humanitarian 
co-operation. It was an impor-
tant step that gave serious im-
petus to our relations.”

Mr. Lukashenko said that, 

during the current negotia-
tions, the two parties ‘openly 
and constructively discussed 
a range of important topics on 
the bilateral agenda’. There 
has been positive and fruit-
ful dialogue between the two 
countries. “In the political 
sphere, we have absolutely no 
disagreements - including on 
major international issues. Our 
views are the same,” empha-
sised the President of Belarus, 
adding that the basis of Bela-
rusian-Turkish co-operation is 
the economy. During the talks, 
the two parties identified prior-
ity areas in the fields of trade 
and investment and discussed 
the prospects for the imple-
mentation of joint projects in 
engineering, agriculture, con-
struction, finance, chemicals 
and light industry.

“It is good that we are 
gradually moving from simple 
trade to a more advanced form 
of economic collaboration: 
industrial co-operation. The 
assembly of MTZ tractors in 
Turkey testifies to our serious 
intentions in this direction. We 
will work together on similar 
projects on other types of Be-
larusian equipment,” said Mr. 
Lukashenko.

In April, the first Belaru-
sian tractor was assembled in 
the Kirikkale industrial zone, 
80km from Ankara. Before 
the talks, it was shown to Mr. 
Lukashenko. The assembly 
production of BELARUS trac-
tors is scheduled to start in Tur-
key in July and Azerbaijan has 
provided support for this.

“We’ve managed to com-
plete this ahead of schedule 
-- with our Turkish friends and 

representatives of Azerbaijan. I 
believe there are few such ex-
amples in the world, starting 
production in one of the coun-
tries using Belarusian technol-
ogies and then coming together 
with Turkey, which is friendly 
to both Belarus and Azerbai-
jan,” said Mr. Lukashenko.

Particular attention was 

paid to the promotion of trade 
and economic co-operation. 
These include the optimisation 
of logistics routes in organising 
cargo delivery, the continua-
tion of work on the creation of a 
bank in Belarus, using Turkish 
capital, and the localisation of 
joint ventures in the two states. 
“We are ready for you to buy a 
Belarusian bank or invest in the 
capital of one,” Mr. Lukashen-
ko said, inviting his Turkish 
partners to invest.

Belarus is also interested 
in further expanding contacts 
in the fields of technology, in-
novation and education and in-
tends to increase collaboration 
in the field of joint research, ac-
ademic programmes, exchange 
of students and teachers of 
higher educational institutions.

The presidents of Belarus 
and Turkey agreed that mutual 

trade turnover of our countries 
should be increased to $1.5bn. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan remind-
ed us that, in 2016, Minsk and 
Ankara set a goal to achieve 
a volume of bilateral trade 
of $1bn and it’s almost there: 
reaching $984m last year. “We 
decided to focus even more on 
this and increase trade turnover 
to $1.5bn. Turkey and Belarus 
have such potential,” said the 
President of Turkey.

Mr. Lukashenko agreed 
that the current level of trade 
does not correspond to the po-
tential of Belarusian-Turkish 
relations. He noted, “When we 
made the decision on a $1bn 
trade turnover, we named the 
figure with caution. I didn’t 
think we’d reach the mile-
stone so quickly. Today we 
are talking about $1.5bn. I’ve 
promised the President of Tur-
key that we wouldn’t have any 
closed topics in our relations 
-- be it food supplies or mili-
tary-industrial co-operation. 
We are determined to take se-
rious and radical steps in this 
regard.”

Two years after the Turk-
ish President’s visit to Bela-
rus, mutual trade turnover has 
increased by 20 percent. “This 
is a good amount, but the fig-
ures do not correspond to the 
potential of the two states. We 
can, should and will do much 
more than we have done even 
in these last two years,” said 
Mr. Lukashenko.

Following the talks, the 
presidents of Belarus and Tur-
key signed a package of docu-
ments. An intergovernmental 
agreement on co-operation 
in the field of education, a 

memorandum of co-opera-
tion between the ministries of 
justice, a memorandum of un-
derstanding between the State 
Military-Industrial Committee 
of Belarus and the Presidium 
of the Defence Industry of 
the Turkish President’s Ad-
ministration were signed. In 
addition, Belarus’ National 
Academy of Sciences and the 
Ministry of Industry and De-
velopment of Turkey signed a 
memorandum on scientific and 
technical co-operation in Ant-
arctica. A ‘roadmap’ for the de-
velopment of co-operation be-
tween the NAS of Belarus, the 
Scientific Research Council of 
Turkey for 2019-2021 and the 
protocol of the tenth meeting 
of the Belarusian-Turkish joint 
intergovernmental economic 
commission were signed.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r . 
Lukashenko, these documents 
create additional conditions 
for the expansion of mutually 
beneficial Belarusian-Turkish 
relations in the political, trade, 
economic, scientific, technical 
and humanitarian areas.

“Turkey is a priority for 
us. We highly appreciate our 
friendship and are aiming at 
further productive all-round 
co-operation. Dear Recep, 
there are many topics, that 
don’t need to be mentioned, 
that have tested our friendship 
and reliability, primarily of 
Belarusians. I don’t think you 
can blame us today. We have 
always been focused on good 
relations, respected our agree-
ments, and always did what we 
promised -- no matter what the 
cost. This will continue,” as-
sured the President of Belarus.

Aiming at major projects
President of Belarus pays official visit to Turkey 
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As the Chairman of the Be-
larusian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry -- Vladimir Ulak-
hovich -- noted, the petrochemi-
cal sector prevails, “We have 66 
Belarusian companies among 
the exporters. The majority re-
late to petrochemistry, metallur-
gy and mechanical engineering. 
They make up the bulk of the 
export portfolio. There are also 
new areas at the Forum such 
as pharmaceuticals, banking, 
logistics and the furniture in-
dustry.”

Naftan signed a major con-
tract for over $200m. The com-
pany will supply acrylonitrile, 
used to produce artificial fibres, 
to Turkey for six years. In turn, 
JSC Grodno Azot signed a con-
tract with a Turkish company for 
the supply of polyamide yarn for 
approximately $15m, while JSC 

Amkodor (under the terms of the 
contract) will deliver 30 units of 
snow removal equipment worth 
more than $1m to Turkey.

Mogilevkhimvolokno also 
signed memorandums of intent 
with two Turkish companies. 
The Belarusian company plans 
to supply up to 20 thousand 
tonnes of polyester fibre, worth 
about $64m, to the Turkish mar-
ket by the end of 2021. Further-
more, Anatoly Savenok, General 
Director of the JSC BMZ  man-
aging company of BMK Hold-
ing, signed framework agree-
ments with Turkish companies 
for the supply of steel products 
worth more than $14m.

Belarusian-Turkish co-oper-
ation is clearly rising to a new 
qualitatively higher level. Since 
the first ambitious goal has been 
reached, there is no doubt that 
another serious benchmark is 
achievable.

The Belarusian-Turkish 
Business Forum -- held in 
Ankara -- was a practical 
illustration of the guidelines 
outlined by the presidents  
of Belarus and Turkey: $325m 
of contracts were signed 

By Vladimir Velikhov

The construction of a facil-
ity to assemble Belarusian trac-
tors in the Turkish city of Kirik-
kale is nearly over. The business 
is expected to be in operation by 
July.

Kirikkale is located 80km 
from Ankara. The construction 
of industrial facilities continues 
vigorously outside the city, with 
space to spare for manufactur-
ing Belarusian products. The as-
sembly of BELARUS tractors is 
expected to begin in a couple of 
months

The decision to build an 
enterprise to assemble Minsk 
tractors was made with the as-
sistance of the Ganja Automo-
bile Plant (Azerbaijan) which 
has been co-operating with the 
Minsk Tractor Works for many 
years. A special tractor compli-
ant with Euro-4 emission stand-
ards has been developed for the 
Turkish market -- the BELA-
RUS-1221.

The Minsk plant’s Director 
General, Fiodor Domotenko, 
explains, “Environmental stand-
ards in Turkey are much tough-
er than those in Belarus. We 
sell Euro-2 products to Russia. 
Belarus uses Euro-2 as well. We 
sell Euro-6 tractors to Europe. 
Therefore, a new Euro-4 com-
pliant tractor model based on 
the BELARUS-1221 has been 
developed.” He explained how 
starting proprietary production 
of tractors in Turkey was expen-
sive for Belarus, but the support 
of the Ganja Automobile Plant 
was extremely helpful. Thanks 
to good relations between Tur-
key and Azerbaijan, the com-
pany saved about $1m on one 
building alone.

It is profitable for Belarus 
to co-operate with Turkey using 
this scheme. The Minsk plant 
will continue to supply assem-
bly kits to the Ganja Automo-
bile Plant. The Plant will work 
on them and ship the products 
for final assembly to Kirikkale. 
“The logistics look complicat-
ed, but thanks to the preferenc-
es Azerbaijani companies enjoy 
in Turkey, the scheme is profit-
able. Our sales will rise,” Mr. 
Domotenko added.

The total area of the Turk-
ish enterprise is 7,000m2. Only 
a half of it is completed right 
now but it will be open by July 
1st. Delegations from Belarus, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey have 
arrived in Kirikkale to look at 

intermediate results. The Bela-
rusian side was represented by 
the Deputy Prime Minister, Igor 
Lyashenko, and the Turkish side 
by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Forestry, Bekir Pakdemirli.

Mr. Domotenko comment-
ed, “This year, we intend to 
make 100 tractors and 200 next 

year. We intend to increase out-
put up to 2,000 ultimately. The 
enterprise will be capable of 
assembling up to 3,000 tractors 
per annum. We just need the 
personnel.”

Specialists from Minsk’s 
Tractor Works and the Ganja 
Automobile Plant will train 
local workers in Turkey, with 
three Belarusians representa-
tives already being sent to the 
site. “We will teach them the 
main tuning skills, tractor main-
tenance and driving. They are 
very knowledgeable specialists. 
It is a pleasure working with 
our Turkish colleagues,” said 
Alexander Zhavrid, an assem-
bly workshop supervisor at the 
Minsk plant.

According to the Minsk 
Tractor Works’ senior process 
engineer, Artyom Bulgakov, 
there are certain peculiarities 
in BELARUS tractor assembly. 
“First of all, we need to show 
the sequence of actions. We 
demonstrate it and they repeat 
the process.”

Business 
at the 
forefront

At the assembly workshop in Kirikkale

Choices in 
Kirikkale
Belarusian tractor 
assembly enterprise 
in Turkey expected to 
start working in July

By Vladimir Khromov

Belarus wants to use the 
experience of Dubai Inter-
national Financial Centre 
(DIFC) to set up its own 
international financial cen-
tre -- as noted by President 
Alexander Lukashenko as 
he met board members of 
Dubai International Finan-
cial Centre

The meeting was attended 
by DIFC Chairman Essa Kazim 
and Chief Executive Officer Arif 
Amiri. “Thank you for your kind 
words, undertakings and support. 
I expect you are already aware 
of our dream to set up a similar 
centre in Belarus. I will be very 
grateful to you if you continue 
your charitable activities in Be-
larus, support this project and 

provide consulting assistance to 
us,” said the Head of State.

Mr. Lukashenko noted the 
invaluable experience of Dubai 
International Financial Centre 
in setting up such institutions. “I 
know that your Centre is inter-
ested in co-operation in the IT 
sector and that you are paying 
close attention to the develop-
ment of the digital economy. 
We are doing a lot in this field 
as well. I believe that if we 
managed to find common inter-
est, such interaction would help 
promote the development of the 
digital economy. If you decide 
that Belarus has enough experi-
ence in advanced technologies, 
we will be ready to work togeth-
er,” he emphasised.

In turn, the DIFC Chairman 
remarked that the Government 

of Dubai and the Centre man-
agement will support the pro-
ject in Belarus. “Last summer, 
when we received the first doc-
uments on the matter, we made 
a decision to maintain co-oper-
ation in this field. I don’t think 
that this is just a dream. We will 
bring this idea to life very soon. 
We’ve come to Belarus to share 
our experience. We are ready 
for this - especially as far as the 
formation and development of a 

finance centre is concerned. We 
are prepared to contribute to the 
development of relations be-
tween the two states, especially 
in the IT sector,” he said.

International financial cen-
tres are large centres with a 
full range of financial services 
and modern payment systems 
supporting large national econ-
omies with developed and effi-
cient financial markets, where 
demand and supply are diver-
sified and legislative and reg-
ulatory systems can ensure the 
integrity of relations between 
market operators and perform 
supervisory functions. After his 
meeting with the President of 
Belarus, Essa Kazim told jour-
nalists that they had discussed 
the idea of creating an interna-
tional financial centre in Minsk 

and how the 15 year accumulat-
ed experience of the Dubai MFC 
can be used. “We discussed in 
general how relations between 
our states can be developed and 
how we can support the devel-
opment of the financial centre in 
Minsk,” he said.

Mr. Kazim believes that 
the integration of modern tech-
nologies into a future financial 
centre in Minsk is promising. 
“Recently, we have seen some 
changes in the financial sector, 
not least because of the de-
velopment of technology. We 
know that digital technologies 
are actively developing in Bela-
rus and we believe that their use 
in the financial sector will lead 
to interesting results. Belarus 
is quite capable of making this 
idea attractive,” he noted.

Interesting results are promised
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By Yulia Demeshko

The tour was organised as 
part of the cultural exchange 
liaison to promote Belarusian 
products and services in the 
People’s Republic of China, as 
well as to develop economic re-
lations between our countries. 
On the first day of their visit, the 
guests went to the Great Stone 
Chinese-Belarusian Industrial 
Park, the Polytechnic Science 
and Technology Park of the 
Belarusian National Technical 
University, the Chinese Lan-
guage and Culture Department 
at Minsk’s State Linguistic 
University and the EcoTechno-
Park — Volma Resource Centre 
branch of the National Institute 
of Professional Education.

The Chinese were primar-
ily interested in the efficiency 
and viability of the Great Stone 
Park which is a symbolic ex-
ample of the successful co-op-
eration between our two states. 
The journalists appreciated its 
contribution to economic de-
velopment and the role of the 
project in improving the living 
standards of citizens.

Wang Yuyun, the chief 
correspondent of the China 
Radio International in Russia, 
commented, “We know that the 
Industrial Park is a very good 
example of co-operation as part 
of the One Belt — One Road in-
itiative. I work in Russia, where 
joint Chinese-Russian projects 
are also being implemented. 
However, the Great Stone is 
the biggest one I have seen. 
This project has very good 
prospects.”

It is important that, in the 
modern era of tough compe-
tition, Belarus has created the 
most favourable investment cli-
mate for residents of the Indus-
trial Park — guaranteed by both 
national legislation and special 
international agreements.

There are great prospects 
for China and Belarus not only 
in economic co-operation but 
also in the tourism sector -- con-
firmed by similar press tours. 
On the second day, the Chinese 
journalists enjoyed a rich cul-
tural programme of excursions 
to Mir Castle and the city of 
Grodno, as well as a visit to the 
Yanka Kupala University.

Wang Shuchao, from the 
Vestnik Gansu edition, de-
scribed his impressions, “I was 
most interested in Grodno, as 
this city co-operates with the 
Gansu Province where I live 
and work. I think such press 
tours are important for the de-

velopment of our bilateral re-
lations, as well as for attracting 
tourists to your country. When 
I return home, our publica-
tion will release a report about 
Grodno and Minsk — so that 
my compatriots know how 
beautiful Belarus is.”

On the last day of the 
tour, the Chinese visited the 
Minsk-Arena Sports Complex 
and the reconstructed Dinamo 
Stadium — to enjoy a tour and 
a presentation about the up-
coming sporting event of the 
year: the 2nd European Games. 
Zhou Xangue, a senior corre-
spondent of the Gansu Prov-
ince’s TV company, said later, 
“I think that sports events held 
at such large venues as Dinamo 
and Minsk-Arena have an en-
viable potential. Competitions 
at such stadiums can attract for-
eigners to Belarus — not only 
as tourists but also as potential 
investors into the economy. 

The One Belt — One Road 
global initiative provides good 
opportunities for this. If we 
work together along this path, 
this will not only strengthen 
our political relations in the 
future but also bring practical 
benefits to ordinary people.”

The Chinese journalists’ 
press tour took place on the 
eve of the 2nd One Belt — One 
Road International Forum in 
which President Alexander 
Lukashenko is taking part. 
The establishment of a trust-
ing all-round strategic part-
nership and mutually benefi-
cial co-operation between our 
countries has a positive effect 
on the dynamics of interaction 
in all spheres, including in the 
sphere of mass media. A Be-
larusian-Chinese media forum 
— which will be held in our 
country for the first time in 
2020 — will be the next step 
along this path.

Press tour of promising projects

By Olga Korneeva

Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Makei calls on Swiss and 
French businesses to invest 
more actively in Belarus —  
focusing on the matter 
as part of the Belaru-
sian-Swiss business forum 
in the city of Genthod 

Vladimir Makei stressed that 
Switzerland is an important trade 
and economic partner of Belarus 
in Europe. Swiss’ Stadler-Minsk 
— which produces rolling stock 
— is among the best examples of 
successful western investment in 
the Belarusian economy. Its suc-
cess also confirms the stability 
and reliability of the conditions 
created in Belarus for foreign 
companies.

According to Mr. Makei, 
Belarus has no geographical or 
political preferences in work-
ing with investors. The country 
is interested in creating a single 
Eurasian economic space, with a 
guarantee of freedom of move-
ment of goods, services, people 
and capital — from Lisbon to 
Vladivostok, and beyond. The 
Foreign Minister called on rep-
resentatives of European com-
panies to become a driver for 
the implementation of the ‘inte-
gration of integrations’ initiative 
proposed by the President of Be-
larus and to start with the estab-
lishment of direct and pragmatic 
contacts between supranational 
bodies of the Eurasian Economic 
Union and the European Union.

By Vladimir Velikhov

A representative delega-
tion of business circles 
of Belarus on a visit to 
Zimbabwe

As the Chairman of the Be-
larusian Сhamber of Commerce 
and Industry — Vladimir Ulak-
hovich — informed us, BelCCI 
has recently carried out signif-
icant work on the organisation 
of national exhibitions on the 
African continent. Recently, the 
first such exhibition was held in 
Nigeria. The organisation of a 
national exposition in Kenya is 
also planned for this year.

“Another country in our ini-
tiative portfolio is Angola,” Mr. 
Ulakhovich said. “The advan-
tage of African countries is that 
graduates of Soviet and Belaru-
sian universities occupy good 
positions in the economy and 
governments there. For example, 
in Angola, they work as compa-
ny heads and members of the 
Government. We believe that we 
should try to use this resource.”

Zimbabwe is a new country 
of interest for Belarus. “Its Pres-
ident recently visited Belarus. 

The Chamber held a meeting 
focused on the possibilities of 
doing business with Zimbabwe. 
Over 200 Belarusian enterprises 
took part,” said Mr. Ulakhovich. 
According to him, the Presi-
dent of Zimbabwe assured the 
business community that he is 
ready to take all the necessary 
measures to promote trade and 
economic co-operation with Be-
larus.

A Belarusian business del-
egation is now visiting Zim-
babwe. To prepare for the trip, 
BelCCI has carried out not only 
organisational but also analyt-
ical work. This was worked on 
during the organisation of the 
exhibition of Belarus in Nigeria. 
Before the trip to this country, 
a road-show was held for Be-
larusian enterprises and a mar-
keting review was presented. A 

similar marketing review has 
been prepared for Zimbabwe. It 
objectively reflects, among oth-
er things, the country’s business 
risks.

“We can’t just show a pos-
itive picture to companies. The 
review also contains information 
on per capita income, solvency 
of the market, other risks asso-
ciated with currency circulation 
and the repatriation of capital. 
Everywhere has its own char-
acteristics and limitations. We 
try to show everything honestly 
as it is,” said Mr. Ulakhovich. 
“Business is a pragmatic, seri-
ous and even tough matter. Mis-
takes can sometimes turn into 
serious costs. Our task as a busi-
ness partner and facilitator is to 
make conditions as comfortable 
as possible so that there are con-
crete results.”

Well-thought-out investment 
and business portfolio proposed

When 
examples to 
follow are 
available

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

European Bank for Recon-
struction and Develop-
ment to increase volume 
of operations in Belarus

During the Spring Meet-
ings of the Boards of Gov-
ernors of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank Group (WBG) in 
Washington, the Belarusian 
delegation met with the EBRD 
Vice President, Alain Pilloux. 
The two parties discussed the 
current agenda for co-opera-
tion. Belarus’ Economy Min-
ister, Dmitry Krutoy, noted the 
record volumes of EBRD oper-
ations in Belarus in 2018: they 
amounted to 360m Euros and 
were more than doubled, com-
pared to 2017. Mr. Pilloux con-
firmed the bank’s intention to 
continue to increase the volume 
of operations in Belarus, while 
paying particular attention to 
the importance of continuing 
works on the pre-privatisation 
support of JSC Belinvestbank 
and JSC Bank Dabrabyt, as 
well as several enterprises in 
the real sector.

They also discussed the 

preparation of new investment 
infrastructure projects. A large-
scale project for reconstruc-
tion of the M3 highway and a 
number of bridges are planned 
with the help of the EBRD. 
The total amount of the bank’s 
investments under the planned 
loan agreement to be conclud-
ed this year, could reach about 
240m Euros. In addition, the 
bank expressed interest in fi-
nancing a project in the field of 
the thermal renovation of the 
residential sector in Belarus, 
the continuation of work on the 
water supply and the sanitation 
sector. The two parties agreed 
to continue their dialogue dur-
ing the annual meeting of the 
EBRD Board of Governors in 
Sarajevo, on May 7th-9th. 

EBRD has no intention 
of slowing down

Alain Pilloux
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Chinese journalists at Great Stone Industrial Park

Large-scale press tour of Chinese journalists recently ended in Belarus
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By Anna Yevseichik 

How do you evaluate 
bilateral relations at this 
stage?

Since 2015, the develop-
ment of bilateral relations has 
received an impetus with the 
establishment of a Belaru-
sian diplomatic presence 
in Islamabad and a Pa-
kistani presence in Minsk. 
During this rather short 
span of time, over 77 agree-
ments have been signed be-
tween the two countries. They 
have laid a legal basis for 
strengthening co-operation in 
all areas. Since then, bilateral 
trade has gradually increased. 
Three rounds of bilateral po-
litical consultations and joint 
Business Council, five rounds 
of the Joint Ministerial Com-
mission and the Business and 
Investment Forum have al-
ready taken place. There have 
been also meetings of working 
groups on co-operation in the 
field of agriculture, indus-
try, science and technology. 
High-level visits of delega-
tions were organised on both 
sides to expand parliamentary 
and interregional co-opera-
tion. In addition, we actively 
co-operate in the fields of civil 
aviation, defence, education 
and culture.

In what areas do you see 
the greatest potential for 
further co-operation with 
Belarus?

At present, Belarus exports 
to Pakistan heavy machinery - 
such as tractors, combines, ve-
hicles, trucks, tires, hydraulic 
components. We are interested 
in benefiting from Belarusian 
experience in these areas by 

transfer of technology. Since 
the balance of trade is in fa-
vour of Belarus, we are also 
working on introducing and 
expanding exports of Pakistani 
products to Belarus - such as 
rice, fruits and vegetables, 
textiles and clothing, sports 
goods. Furthermore, there is 
great potential for coopera-
tion in the spheres of culture, 
education, tourism. Recently, 
the Government of Pakistan 
has reduced the visa fee for 
citizens of Belarus who wish 
to visit our country for tourist 
purposes. We hope that the Be-
larusian side will reciprocate. 
To further enhance bilateral 
trade, it was proposed to allow 
visa-free entry to Belarus to 
those citizens of Pakistan who 
have a valid Schengen visa.

Is the visit of Pakistani 
representatives to Belarus at 
the highest level planned for 
2019?

T h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
of Pakistan, Imran Khan, 
has accepted the invitation 
from President Alexander 
Lukashenko to visit Belarus.

Do Pakistani tourists of-
ten visit Belarus? How do 

you think we can develop bi-
lateral relations in the field 
of tourism?

Currently, an agreement 
on co-operation in the field 
of tourism is under consider-

ation of the two countries. 
Pakistan is always keen 

to welcome Belarusian 
tourists. We have not 
only the highest moun-

tain peaks in the world, 
glaciers and beautiful val-
leys, but also deserts and 
picturesque coastal areas. In 
the years ahead, we hope to 
welcome more tourists from 
Belarus.

March 23rd was a na-
tional holiday in Pakistan. 
What large-scale events are 
planned for this year?

The highlight of the Na-
tional Day of Pakistan was 
the parade in Islamabad, in 
which military and airborne 
contingents from many friend-
ly countries participated. Our 
Embassy held a number of 
events in Belarus. For exam-
ple, the ‘Art of Pakistan’ exhi-
bition was held at the National 
Art Museum and books about 
our country were presented at 
the National Library of Bela-
rus. In March, the Minsk Na-
tional Airport was presented a 
football made in Pakistan; it 
features the both states’ flags. 
In addition, an exhibition 
of Pakistani arts and hand-
icrafts is now at show at the 
University of Culture Art Gal-
lery, while the Pakistan Week 
will soon be celebrated at the 
Minsk State Linguistic Uni-
versity. Moreover, at the end 
of April, Pakistani films will 
be shown in Minsk cinemas. 

Thank you.

This year, Belarus and 
Pakistan celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relations. During this 
time, mutual co-operation 
has strengthened, new 
directions have emerged 
for further partnership. 
Moreover, there is a task 
to increase commodity 
turnover to $1bn by late 
2020. The Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the 
Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan to Belarus, H.E. 
Leena Salim Moazzam, 
explains how relations 
of the two states will 
continue to develop

By Olga Korneeva

Belarus and Lebanon seek 
to develop co-operation in 
telecommunications

The issues were high on 
the agenda during the trip of 
the Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Belarus 
to Syria and concurrently to 
Lebanon, Yuri Sluka, to Bei-
rut, to visit the SmartEx 2019 
international technology exhi-
bition. The Ambassador learnt 
about Belarusian IT company 
products which were being dis-
played at the exhibition for the 
first time. The Lebanese Minis-
ter of Telecommunications and 
the Head of the Federation of 
the Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture -- Mo-
hammad Choucair -- also vis-
ited the Belarusian stands. The 
officials discussed possible are-
as of Belarus-Lebanese co-op-

eration in telecommunications, 
trade and the economy as well 
as relations in general.

During his two-day trip to 
Lebanon, Mr. Sluka met with 
the Lebanese Industry Minister, 
Wael Abou Faour, the Minis-
ter of State for Foreign Trade, 
Hassan Murad, and the Min-
ister of State for Information 
Technology, Adel Afiouni. The 
parties discussed promising ar-
eas of co-operation in industry 
and IT, the organisation of ex-
change visits between the two 
countries and the possibility of 
implementing business projects 
in order to boost trade relations.

The Belarusian Ambassador 
also met with the Head of the 
Lebanese-Belarusian Business 
Council, Michel Abdo, to dis-
cuss ways of stepping up trade 
and economic co-operation be-
tween Belarusian and Lebanese 
companies.

By Oleg Bogomazov

Belarusian State University 
(BSU) and Dalian Poly-
technic University (DPU) 
establish joint Belaru-
sian-Chinese institute -- as 
envisaged by correspond-
ing agreement signed 
by the two universities’ 
rectors, Andrey Korol and 
Guo Dongming

The Institute will begin 
working on September 1st, 
with training conducted in such 
programmes as ‘mechanics 
and mathematical modelling’, 
‘physics (production activity)’ 
and ‘global economy’. The in-
stitute is expected to also run 
Chinese language courses and 
will apply Belarus’ university 
admission rules. Conditions are 
the same as for similar majors 
in the Belarusian State Univer-
sity. The first enrolment will 
comprise 120 students from 
among Belarusian citizens.

Representatives of Belaru-
sian and Chinese universities 
will teach at this joint institute. 
“All curricula and programmes 
are developed and approved 

with the participation of the 
two parties and are updated 
in accordance with the lat-
est achievements of science, 
technology and industry of the 
countries participating in the 
educational project,” said the 
press service. Graduates will re-
ceive two diplomas: of the BSU 
and Dalian Polytechnic Univer-
sity. There are also plans to open 
a master’s programme in 2020.

The BSU and Dalian Pol-
ytechnic University have been 
actively co-operating since 
2007. The universities have 
signed several agreements on 
scientific and educational li-
aisons and, in line with one of 
them, a joint institute was set 
up in Dalian in 2017. It current-
ly enrols 159 Chinese students 
who major in ‘applied physics’ 
and ‘mechanics’.

Belarusian-Chinese  
institute set up at 

Belarusian State University

Extensive 
potential for 
co-operation  

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

A bust of Iosif Goshkevich -- 
a native of the Minsk Region 
and the first consul of the 
Russian Empire in Japan 
-- has been unveiled in the 
Hakodate Cultural Centre, 
Hokkaido Prefecture

The bust of Iosif Gosh-
kevich, made by Soviet sculp-
tor Oleg Komov, was donated to 
the Goshkevich Memorial Soci-
ety in Hakodate by the Union of 
Soviet Societies of Friendship 
and Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries in 1989. In 
the 1990s and 2000s, repeated 
attempts were made to put the 
monument in one of the public 
places of the city. Thanks to the 

joint efforts of the Belarusian, 
Russian and Japanese sides, the 
sculpture has finally been in-
stalled in the Hakodate Cultural 
Centre.

Iosif Goshkevich was a dip-
lomat, orientalist, traveller, first 
consul of the Russian Empire 
in Japan and author of the first 
ever Japanese-Russian diction-
ary. He is a significant figure in 
Belarusian-Japanese bilateral 
relations. His memory is equal-
ly honoured by both Belarusian 
and Russian diplomats, and by 
representatives of Japan. He 
blazed a trail, laid the founda-
tions and set guidelines for fu-
ture generations as many Soviet 
experts in the East have learned 
from his dictionaries and books.

Meetings of mutual benefit

In memory of diplomat and scientist
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A massive fire consumed 
Notre-Dame Cathedral, 
gutting the roof of the 
Paris landmark and stun-
ning France and the world, 
though firefighters saved 
the main bell towers and 
outer walls from collapse 
before bringing the blaze 
under control

Flames that began in the 
early evening burst rapid-
ly through the roof of the 
eight-centuries-old cathedral 
and engulfed the spire, which 
toppled, quickly followed by 
the entire roof.

The fire, after burning for 

about 8 hours, was largely ex-
tinguished. Moreover, in addi-
tion to battling to prevent one 
of the main bell towers from 
collapsing, firefighters tried 
to rescue religious relics and 
priceless artwork. One fire-
fighter was seriously injured -- 
the only reported casualty.

“The worst has been avoid-
ed,” French President Emma-
nuel Macron told reporters at 
the scene shortly before mid-
night.

Macron said France would 
launch a campaign to rebuild 
the cathedral, which is con-
sidered to be among the finest 

examples of French Gothic ca-
thedral architecture, including 
fundraising efforts and by ap-
pealing to ‘talents’ from over-
seas to contribute.

“We will rebuild it together. 
It will undoubtedly be part of 
French destiny and our project 
for the years to come,” a visibly 
moved Macron said.

The cathedral’s main stone 
structure had escaped complete 
destruction by the time the fire 
came under control.

“We will continue to watch 
over any residual pockets of fire 
and cool down the areas that are 
still red-hot, like the wooden 

beam framework,” a fire bri-
gade spokesman said.

Distraught Parisians and 
stunned tourists gazed in disbe-
lief as the inferno raged at the 
cathedral, which sits on the Ile 
de la Cite, an island in the River 
Seine and marks the very centre 
of Paris.

Thousands of onlookers 
lined bridges over the Seine and 
along its embankments, held at 
a distance by a police cordon. 
Some sang liturgical music in 
harmonies late into the night as 
they stood vigil, while others 
recited prayers.

Fire guts Notre-Dame 

These five countries are 
making positive global 
contributions to the planet 
and climate, according to 
the Good Country Index

The latest climate reports 
look grim: recent research pub-
lished in Science journal indi-
cates that oceans are warming 
40 percent faster than previ-
ously thought, while the UN 
panel of climate-change scien-
tists released a landmark report 
in October 2018 warning that 
rising temperatures may cause 
major flooding, droughts, food 
shortages and wildfires by 2040 
unless drastic action is taken.
Norway

Topping the list for con-
tribution to the planet and 
climate is Norway, which has 
led the world in a number of 

environmental initiatives, in-
cluding the highest electric car 
adoption in the world and a 
governmental pledge to be cli-
mate neutral by 2030. But the 
relationship with the natural 
world here goes well beyond 
policy.    Norwegians embrace 
the concept of friluftsliv, which 
translates to ‘open-air life’ and 
conveys the importance of 
spending time outdoors to be 
healthy and happy.
Portugal

Coming in third for its con-
tributions to the planet, Por-
tugal was an early leader in 
investing in a full network of 
charging stations for electric 
cars (which was free until just 
recently), and has incentivised 
citizens to install solar pow-
er and renewable energy with 

lower rates and the opportunity 
to sell energy back to the grid.
Uruguay

Ranked highest of the 
South American countries in 
the Planet & Climate index 
(coming in 15th) and consist-
ently named one of the most 
ethical destinations for its so-
cial and environmental poli-
cies, Uruguay has become a 
global leader for renewable en-
ergy -- as much out of necessity 
as respect for the planet.
Kenya

With increasingly extreme 
weather patterns and more 
frequent droughts, Kenya has 
already experienced the ini-
tial effects of climate change. 
In reaction, the government is 
working to protect its heavily 
agricultural economy, launch-
ing a Climate Change Action 
Plan and committing to reduc-
ing greenhouse gas emissions 
by 30 percent by 2030.
New Zealand

Ranked 39th in the Plan-
et & Climate index -- making 
it a leader in the Asia-Pacific 
region -- New Zealand takes 
the protection of its natural 
resources very seriously, par-
ticularly because its agriculture 
-- and tourism-based economy 
depends on it.

Living in a country that thinks green

The world’s largest 
aircraft took off 
over the Mojave 
Desert in California, 
the first flight 
for the 
carbon- 
composite plane built 
by Stratolaunch Systems 
Corp, started by late Micro-
soft co-founder Paul Allen, 
as the company enters the 
lucrative private space 
market

The white airplane called 
Roc, which has a wingspan the 
length of an American football 
field and is powered by six en-
gines on a twin fuselage, took 
to the air shortly before 7am 
Pacific time and stayed aloft 
for more than two hours be-
fore landing safely back at the 
Mojave Air and Space Port as 
a crowd of hundreds of people 
cheered.

“What a fantastic first 
flight,” Stratolaunch Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Jean Floyd said 
in a statement posted to the 
company’s website.

“Today’s flight furthers our 
mission to provide a flexible 
alternative to ground launched 
systems, Floyd said. “We are 

incredibly proud of the Stra-
tolaunch team, today’s flight 
crew, our partners at Northrup 
Grumman’s Scaled Composites 
and the Mojave Air and Space 
Port.”

The plane is designed to 
drop rockets and other space ve-
hicles weighing up to 500,000 
pounds at an altitude of 35,000 
feet and has been billed by the 
company as making satellite 
deployment as ‘easy as book-
ing an airline flight’.

The flight, which saw the 
plane reach a maximum speed 
of 189 miles per hour and alti-
tudes of 17,000 feet, was meant 
to test its performance and han-
dling qualities, according to 
Stratolaunch.

Allen, who co-founded Mi-
crosoft with Bill Gates in 1975, 
announced in 2011 that he had 
formed the privately funded 
Stratolaunch.

The company seeks to cash 
in on higher demand in coming 

$33bn deal in Big 
Oil: Chevron is 
buying Anadarko 
Petroleum

World’s largest plane makes 
first flight over California

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

Chevron is paying $33bn 
to acquire Anadarko Petro-
leum in a massive deal that 
will bolster its natural gas 
and shale operations

Although Chevron is well-
known consumer brand, with 
eight refineries and nearly 
8,000 gas stations, Anadarko is 
focused on exploration and pro-
duction of crude oil and natural 
gas. It sells its product to other 
companies that refine it.

But Anadarko has signifi-
cant holdings, with the equiva-
lent of 1.5bn barrels of proved 
reserves. That makes it one of 
the world’s largest independ-
ent exploration and production 
companies.

Chevron (CVX) CEO Mi-
chael Wirth said in a statement 
that buying Anadarko would 
solidify his company’s position 
in shale-producing parts of the 
southern United States.

He said it would also en-
hance Chevron’s drilling oper-
ations in the Gulf of Mexico, 
and give the company access to 
a promising natural gas field in 
Mozambique.

“This brings together two 
sets of assets that fit very well,” 
said Wirth in an interview.

Chevron said it would is-
sue 200 million new shares and 
use $8bn in cash to fund the 
purchase. It will also assume 
$15bn in debt.

Annual cost savings of 
$2bn will be achieved within 
a year of the deal closing, ac-
cording to Chevron, which also 
plans to sell assets worth up to 
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By Victor Khoroshilov

Gennady Shutov is a Be-
larusian watercolourist and 
graphic artist. In 1959, he 
graduated from the Vitebsk 
Pedagogical School of Art and 
Graphics and completed his 
studies at the Moscow Pol-
ygraphic Institute. For many 
years, he chaired the Vitebsk 
regional branch of the Union 
of Artists and, in 1996, was 
recognised as an ‘Honoured 
Figure of Arts of Belarus’. In 
2011, Mr. Shutov received a 
Special Award from the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Belarus 
for his significant contribution 
to the development of modern 
art and the creation of unique 
still-lifes.

The exhibition, dedicated 
to the artist’s 80th birthday, 
at the National Art Muse-
um, features works from the 
1960s–2010s. The leitmotifs 
of Mr. Shutov’s art are the 
still-life and landscape gen-
res. The exhibition follows 
the artistic path of the painter 

and contemplates his creative 
search. Mr. Shutov’s works are 
devoted to daily life and he has 
the ability to distinguish the 
poetry of life in its routine and 
simplicity.

The exhibition is entitled 
‘Materiality’ which stands for 
reality. His definition of mate-
riality sees reality as the sum 
of both natural and historical 

phenomena. However, at the 
museum, we find ourselves 
in the objective reality of the 
author.

Mr. Shutov’s still-lifes are 
composed of well-known ob-
jects: keys, parts of wooden 
house, clay pots, dried bou-
quets, photographs, glass ves-
sels, scraps of newspapers and 
magazines... At the same time, 

the combinations of these 
common everyday objects and 
still-life compositions fill the 
objects with new meaning, 
importance and significance. 
In his uniquely composed 
landscapes, the artist not only 
captures the terrain but puts it 
through the prism of his per-
sonality.

The works of Gennady 

Shutov are exhibited and kept 
in various museum and pri-
vate collections: The State 
Tretyakov Gallery (Moscow), 
The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (New York), The National 
Art Museum of the Republic 
of Belarus, and the muse-
ums of Paris, Kiev, Ashgabat, 
Vitebsk, Mogilev and Polotsk. 

Objective reality can be 
transformative C
U

LTU
RE

The ability to find the 
poetry of life in daily 
routine is not common 
to everyone. However, 
artist Gennady Shutov 
manages this well in his 
artistry -- as seen by his 
Materiality exhibition 
at Belarus’ National Art 
Museum dedicated to the 
artist’s 80th birthday

By Alexander Pimenov 

National Centre of Con-
temporary Arts hosts a 
press conference dedicat-
ed to the participation of 
the Belarusian national 
pavilion at the 58th Venice 
Biennale of Contemporary 
Art

As is traditional, among 
the organisers of the national 
pavilion are the Culture Minis-
try and the National Centre of 
Contemporary Arts, with the 
support of the Foreign Minis-
try and the Belarusian Embassy 
in Italy.

The theme of the 58th In-
ternational Art Exhibition -- La 
Biennale di Venezia -- will be 
the study of life in an era of 
change and the place of man 
and art in it. Belarus will present 

its Way Out project by sculptor, 
Konstantin Selikhanov.

The exhibition is based on 
the spatial interaction of five 
multimedia objects, each of 
which captures a certain event 
or state. Artistic links are es-
tablished between the sculpted 
figures of a life-size man and 
substantive forms -- such as a 
TV set, a neon sign and a tray 
with glasses. The format of the 
installation combines all these 
elements into a single whole 
and creates, in its entirety, an 
important message aimed at 
provoking the audience’s reac-
tion. 

“The Way Out project is 
multidimensional in its co-or-
dination of time, history and 
modernity, marking the ‘frac-
turing’ of time and man’s 
search for meaning within it,” 

explains Mr. Selikhanov. “In 
our world of global change, 
and in the face of possible cat-
astrophic upheaval, man must 
seek his identity, and his role.”

To the artist, everything 
is philosophically simple. Mr. 
Selikhanov continues, “While 
observing the transformations 

and changes unfolding in the 
world, we note the emergence 
of anxiety about the very possi-
bility of these transformations. 
The future is unpredictable, and 
it is difficult to predict a course 
of events that are random. Un-
detectable movement with 
increasing speed is becoming 

the dominant experience of the 
world: without landmarks, path-
ways or an end point. These pro-
cesses do not simply transform 
our surrounding world but can 
seriously alter it. The person 
becomes a figure marking the 
shift of context from Soviet to 
post-Soviet, local to global, his-
torical to modern, etc. The ener-
gy is in the difference between 
truth and lies, good and evil, 
happiness and misfortune …”

Of course, on seeing the in-
stallation, the viewer may wish 
to contradict the artist, but this 
is the core of his message: to 
call for dialogue, and not ig-
nore personal concepts and 
ideas. 

There is not much time left 
to wait to see how the audience 
will perceive the national pavil-
ion in Venice at the Biennale.

Way Out preparing for launch
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With adults on equal terms
Isn’t it scary to compete against 

established artistes?
It’s true that I’m the youngest but I 

don’t feel intimidated. On the contrary, 
I feel empowered.

Have you heard any of the other 
songs competing?

I’ll hear them at rehearsals in Isra-
el. There’s no time at all for anything 
else, not going on online, or anything 
but rehearsals, as I want to perform per-
fectly. I feel that there will be some kind 
of magic.

Is there a difference between adult 
and junior Eurovision?

This difference lies in the approach. 
At the junior competition, you worry 
more and can get upset. Emotions are 
quieter and more serious at the adult 
show. There’s less rivalry, and partici-
pants view it less as a competition, chat-
ting as equals. It’s more like a creative 
project.

Tell us about the Like It song 
which you’ll perform for the compe-
tition.

After the final of ‘Junior Eurovision’, 
which I hosted, Yulia Kireeva invited 
me to sing a song she’d written for me. 
She works with many stars -- including 
Svetlana Loboda and Olga Buzova. She 
considered my tone of voice and range 
and showed it to my producer Victor 
Drobysh. He approved, saying, “We’ll 
go to Eurovision with this song.”

Ordinary ‘factory girl’
Do you have time for anything 

except music -- like get-togethers, 
for example?

Oh, my get-togethers turn into crea-
tive meetings. My friends are artistes, 
dancers and directors so, when we 
spend time together, new ideas are 
born. For example, we wanted to 
watch a film but ended up recording 
a song instead. This happened with 
Olga Dorozha. We talked so much 
that we eventually wrote the songs 
‘Shine’ and ‘Golden Brick’. Friendships 
and work go together.

What other goals do you have?
I’d love to appear in a film. I’m busy 

at the moment with my musical career 

but I want to move to another level. I’ve 
many opportunities and goals, and I 
want to keep developing. I’m not afraid 
of experimenting, and I don’t care about 
others’ sidelong glances.

That must be why your creative 
pseudonym is Zena. The TV charac-
ter was a real Amazon warrior.

The pseudonym appeared when I 
participated in ‘New Star Factory’. Vic-
tor Drobysh saw my strong, determined 
personality. I was focused on work. It 
seemed we had to transform into TV 
stars, but I was more like a ‘factory 
girl’, like a girl next door.

Do you have time to work on a 
new album?

Many songs have already been record-
ed. I’m trying new styles: hip-hop and rap, 
as well as modern western music.

Aren’t you tired?
No! After all, it’s not a reg-
ular job. Like everyone, I 

sometimes want a break. 
I’ve not travelled any-
where for five years. 

Singer Zena: ‘I’d like to be 
called a Belarusian artiste’
This year, Zina Kupriyanovich, aged 16, has become the youngest 
participant at Eurovision. She explains how she gained the name of 
a TV character and the importance of a work ethic

Not only a vocalist but a fashion 
designer -- recently launching her 

own brand of clothing

Zina Kupriyanovich was 
born in 2002 in Minsk. At the 
age of six, she joined the Pesn-
yary Ensemble’s Zarnak band. 
At the age of eleven, she be-
came a finalist at the Chil-
dren’s New Wave and, a year 
later, was placed first at the 
junior competition of the Sla-
vianski Bazaar in Vitebsk. She 
was among the finalists of the 
New Star Factory and began 
her solo career last year.

P E R S O N A L 
F I L E

Favourite music? 
Hip-hop.
Favourite artiste?
Bruno Mars and ASAP Rocky.
Favourite food?
Vegetables and pasta. I like 

potatoes in any form: French, 
rustic, unpeeled, or baked -- I’ll 
eat them all! Actually, I’m omniv-
orous: food must be tasty!

Minsk or Moscow?
Minsk. It ’s  my hometown 

where all my family lives. I began 
learning music here and I’d like to 
be called a Belarusian artiste.

R A P I D - F I R E 
Q U E S T I O N S

By Olga Korneeva

The Moscow theatre has 
prepared a premiere of the play 
based on The Last Hero, a mod-
ern work authored by the chief 
director of Brest’s Academic 
Drama Theatre, Timofey Il-
yevsky. The show has been 
staged by a laureate of the 
Golden Mask Russian Theatre 
Award, Ruslan Malikov. Vet-
erans and young people of the 
legendary theatre are engaged 
in the production. The main 
characters are played by two 
actors: A People’s Artiste of 

Russia, Ivan Krivoruchko, and 
Lidia Kuznetsova.

The plot of the production is 
built on the eternal theme of fa-
thers and children, the conflict 
of generations which develops 
in the cruel realities of our time. 
The hero of the play is a former 
officer-rocketeer who survived 
the collapse of the USSR. The 
Last Hero is about human dig-
nity, the drama of the older gen-
eration, love and loyalty, cour-
age and duty.

“The play was written 
last spring and to some extent 
completes the tetralogy where 
the main character is an old 
man who is in a state of either 
despondency or despair, strug-
gling -- as in a popular TV show 
-- with circumstances and time, 
and cannot forgive himself or 
others for the loss of his home-
land and parts of his life. Much 
of his character comes from 
my loved ones, both departed 
and living. This is a topic that 

concerns me, and it seemed to 
me that it might worry others,” 
said Mr. Ilyevsky.

Unlike the other three piec-
es of tetralogy - Western Fort, 
Foxtrot and Penates -- The Last 
Hero has proved luckier. The 
play was noticed at one of the 
drama competitions in Mos-
cow. It fell into the hands of a 
famous Russian theatre pro-
ducer, Eduard Boyakov, who 
was soon appointed Artistic Di-
rector of Moscow’s Gorky Art 
Academic Theatre. It turned out 
that he had long sought a hero 

for a new, modern drama. “This 
should not be a psycho bandit, a 
neurotic intellectual, a tired oli-
garch or a hipster. This should 
be a hero of direct action -- re-
sponsible for the survival of 
society. We’ve managed to find 
such a man and we are present-
ing him to the audience,” said 
Mr. Boyakov.

The stage version of The 
Last Hero and the interpretation 
of the personality of the main 
character is somewhat different 
from what was conceived in the 
play. Mr. Ilyevsky, as a theatre 

director, forgives his Moscow 
colleague for some liberties 
related to the text. “A director 
should have a certain frame-
work of freedom, in which they 
can refract the material from a 
slightly different angle: to iso-
late some aspects and to some 
extent veil the others,” the play-
wright believes.

According to some Mos-
cow theatre critics, The Last 
Hero is likely to become one of 
the most important productions 
of the famous theatre led by the 
new Artistic Director.

Last Hero for famous theatre
Moscow’s Gorky Art Academic Theatre stages play based on Brest 
playwright’s script
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SPO
RT By Natalia Yemelianova

“What results are we aiming for? 
Medal plans for the Games have not 
yet been made public, but the goal is 
to win at least as many medals as in 
Baku,” the President said. Belarusian 
athletes are competing on home turf, in 
front of their home crowd. “Of course, 
everyone in Belarus will support our 
athletes. So, we have no right to show 
poor results at these Games. I would 
like this to be conveyed to the athletes 
and coaches. Encourage them to com-
pete and win,” said Mr. Lukashenko.

The President pointed out that 
Belarusian athletes are capable of 
winning and showing good results in 

the international sports are-
na — as the recent European 
Weightlifting Championships 
has confirmed. “Yet, there are 
other examples, among them is biath-
lon. We have invested a lot of money 
and not yet achieved. The same is true 
about football and ice hockey. How-
ever, this follows the World Champi-
onship where our hockey players have 
dropped down to a lower group. As 
regards the biathlon and other winter 
sports, we’ll investigate the situation 
later,” he said. Mr. Lukashenko added 
that medals are not only a sporting re-
ward but also won for the honour and 
glory of the country. “Sport now is not 
just entertainment. It is an ideology 

that raises the spirit of people 
in any state.”

At  the  1s t  European 
Games in Baku in 2015, Be-
larus won 43 medals — in-
cluding ten gold, 11 silver 
and 22 bronze. The country 
was placed seventh in the un-

official overall medal standings.
Another piece of news is that Vik-

tor Lukashenko, aide to the Belarusian 
President for national security affairs, 
will perform the duties of the First 
Vice President of the National Olym-
pic Committee. The decision was 
taken at the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the National Olympic 
Committee. Viktor Lukashenko’s can-
didacy was proposed and unanimous-
ly supported during the meeting of the 
NOC Executive Committee. He will 
perform these duties on a temporary 

and voluntary basis and combine it 
with his duties as the Belarusian Pres-
ident’s aide. Once the major interna-
tional sporting events in Belarus 
are over, the Olympic committee 
will decide on the nominations 
for the post of NOC First Vice 
President.

As Acting First Vice Pres-
ident, Viktor Lukashenko will 
oversee international co-oper-
ation and preparations for 
the major sporting forums 
in Belarus: the 2nd Euro-
pean Games and Europe vs 
United States athletics meet-
ing, which will be held later 
this September. He will work 
in co-operation with the Sport 
and Tourism Minister and the Deputy 
Prime Minister supervising sports.

Games oblige 
athletes to win
It is important that Belarusian athletes 

perform successfully at the 2nd 
European Games, Belarus’ President 
Alexander Lukashenko emphasised, 

at a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the National  

Olympic Committee

Svetlana Yegenieva

Sadly, our national ten-
nis team failed to repeat their 
achievement of two years ago 
when it reached the finals 
of the Federation Cup. The 
fate of this season’s semi-fi-
nal confrontation against the 
Australians was decided in a 
doubles match. The Belaru-
sian duo of Victoria Azarenko 
/ Arina Sobolenko lost to Sa-
mantha Stosur and Ashleigh 
Barty in three games — 5:7, 
6:3, 2:6.

The first day of the compe-
tition ended in a draw — 1:1. 
At the start, Arina Sobolenko 
defeated Samantha Stosur in 
three sets with considerable 
effort, but Ashleigh Barty took 
her revenge, easily beating 
Victoria Azarenko.

The next day, Arina Sobo-
lenko (WTA:10) and Ashleigh 
Barty (WTA:9) met. The two 
are neighbours in the world 
rankings, but there was no real 
competition between them: 
Belarus’ number one tennis 
player lost two of her serves 
in each of the sets and failed 
to make a break. As a result, 
Sobolenko lost with a score of 
2:6, 2:6.

In the next match, Victoria 
Azarenko (WTA:61) played 
Samantha Stosur (WTA:77), 
another defeat would have 
secured the Australians a 
ticket to the finals. Howev-
er, Azarenko won even more 
confidently than Barty in the 
previous meeting (6:1, 6:1) — 

prolonging the intrigue to the 
decisive fifth match.

Initially, the doubles match 
was to be played by Vera Lap-
ko and Lidia Morozova, but 
team captain, Tatiana Puchek, 
replaced them with Victoria 
Azarenko and Arina Sobolen-
ko just before the match. We 
can only guess what the result 
would have been without the 
reshuffle.

In the final match, the Be-
larusian pair showed fierce re-
sistance to their hosts, despite 
their higher rankings (Barty is 
9th, Stosur 17th, Sobolenko 
23rd, Azarenko 99th). How-
ever, at key moments of the 
game, the Belarusians wob-
bled. In the first set, Azaren-
ko and Sobolenko took two 
serves from their rivals but the 
Australians made one more 
break in the important elev-
enth game, which determined 

the outcome of the match (7:5 
to the Australians).

In the second game, all the 
fun happened after the score 
reached 3:3. After playing 
three break points, our play-
ers pulled out their hardest 
seventh game and, on a wave 
of enthusiasm, won the next 
two (6:3).

Alas, in the decisive game, 
the Australians — fervent-
ly supported in their home 
stands — put across the win-
ning point (6:2), completing 
the doubles match and the 
confrontation in their favour.

We failed to repeat the 
success of 2017. However, 
it’s impossible to reproach the 
team for lack of character or 
desire to fight to the end. The 
semi-final against the Austral-
ians was on equal terms and it 
was only the details that de-
cided the final outcome.

Rivals prove stronger
National team of Belarus loses to Australians 
in semi-finals of Federation Cup

By Vladislav Khmyrev

The last stage of the Moroc-
co Desert Challenge rally was 
completed with no surprises. 
Belarusian Alexey Vishnevsky 
posted a stellar result, coming 
fourth in the eighth stage of the 
race — 7 minutes behind the 
winner: Dutchman Gert Huz-
ink, in his Renault. Our MAZ 
crew, led by Sergey Vyazovich, 
came eighth, losing about 13 
minutes. However, in the over-
all truck standings, it proved to 
be a winning time.

Second place ,  wi th  a 
22-minute delay, went to anoth-
er driver from the Netherlands, 
Peter Versluis, (in a MAN 
truck), while Alexey Vish-
nevsky (MAZ) finished third.

“It’s always nice to win, es-
pecially when you compete with 
such serious opponents. The 
race has become both difficult 

and interesting. We will bring 
home not only the champion-
ship title but also a wealth of 
experience that can be applied 
to any rally — in whatever part 
of the world it may be held,” 
said the leader of MAZ-Spor-
tavto team, Sergey Vyazovich. 
He also noted that once again, 
MAZ trucks have proven to be 
the most reliable and resilient. 
“The trucks covered the sec-
tions with extremely high loads 
without any problems. To be 
honest, we thought that the race 
would be more a test of strength 
for our truck, but it exceeded 
all our expectations, bringing 
us victory. This will allow us to 
strengthen our position in the 
world of motorsport and en-
hance the image of the Minsk 
Automobile Works,” added Mr. 
Vyazovich.

The 2,700km rally was held 
in Morocco on April 12th-20th. 
Most of the Morocco Desert 
Challenge ran through desert 
and sandy terrain and among the 
obstacles were dunes, fine sand 
and dried riverbeds.

Dunes are child’s 
play for MAZ
Belarusian crew 
wins Morocco 
Desert Challenge
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EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM OF 
BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 25th April. Reality
Until 28th April. Territory of Portrait. Close 
View 
Until 28th April. Tkachev Brothers. 
Beginning of the Path
Until 28th April. Honoré Victorin Daumier 
and More
Until 12th May. Paralised Flame
Until 21st June. Two Worlds of Russian 
Icon Painting: 17th century monuments 
from Russian Icon Museum (Moscow)
Until 30th June. Salvador Dali

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 12th May. 1919: Belarusian Republic
Until 30th May. Exhibition of party dresses: 
Invitation to the Ball 

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 30th April. Small Homeland: Tale of 
Times

YANKA KUPALA LITERATURE 
MUSEUM
4 Yanka Kupala Street
Until 3rd May. Exhibition of Boris and 
Oksana Arakcheevs: Belarusian Space as 
Teacher

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY OF 
BELARUS
11 Sovetskaya Street
Until 2nd August. Killed Strongmen of 
Belarusian Land

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 12th May. I’m Monet, I’m Shishkin, 
I’m Malevich

BELARUSIAN LITERATURE 
HISTORY MUSEUM
13 Bogdanovich Street
Until 30th April. Travel to Land of 
Childhood: Yanka Mavr and Literature for 
Children 
Until 31st May. Vladimir Korotkevich: 
Awakened Memory

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street
Until 27th May. Sacred Spring 
Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 28th April. Sacral Abstraction 

TROITSKY SUBURBS
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 2nd August. Live Singing Bird

©
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BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
25.04. Iolanta
26 and 29.04. Swan Lake
26.04. Music Without Borders
29.04. His Majesty Romance
30.04. Carmen

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
26 and 30.04. Girl Party
27.04. How to Become Rich
28.04. Edip

MODERN ART THEATRE
5 Oktyabryaskaya Street
29.04. House Upside Down

BELARUSIAN ARMY THEATRE
3 Krasnoarmeiskaya Street
25.04. I’m Your Officer
26.04 and 02.05. Not Leave Me
27.04. Star Hour

MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
25.04. Swan Lake
26.04. Tristan and Isolda
29.04. Sofia Golshanskaya
30.04. Silva
01.05. Gala Concert
02.05. Cherry Orchid

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
25.04. Kupala Night Dream
26.04. Harvest / Tolerance
27.04. Jeweller’s Jubilee / Shabany
28.04. Evening
30.04. Prophesiers
02.05. Waltmaster-Accordion

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
25.04. If There Is No Tomorrow
26.04. Chernobyl Prayer
27.04. Concrete
30.04. Belarus. Didactics
02.05. Grandfather

BELARUSIAN ARMY THEATRE
3 Krasnoarmeiskaya Street
25.04. I’m Your Officer
26.04 and 02.05. Not Leave Me
27.04. Star Hour

NEW DRAMA THEATRE
16 Liza Chaikina Street
18.04. Zhanna
22.04. Factory Girl
23.04. Life of Minerals
24.04. How I Became…

CHAMBER DRAMA THEATRE 
5 Frunze Street
27.04. Featherhead
30.04. and 02.05. Trench Shelter

>>> of the week
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