
MAZ presented  
a new model
of an electric  
bus after  
testing 

The new season is  
a good time for  
the development  
of domestic  
tourism
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We need to be united
Communication with the awar-

dees is also an occasion to talk about 
the most important issues. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko stressed, 

“We need to be united and hold 
on to each other more than ever. 
We have no friends; there are only 
the interests of those around us. 
Therefore, if we want to decide 
our fate ourselves — with all the 
shortcomings and diff icult ies 
— we need to know that we will 
never have another land.”

The President noted that against 
the background of the global COVID 
pandemic, they t r ied to introduce 
another virus into our society — a 
virus of self-destruction. However, 
the overwhelming majority of Bela-
rusians understand what kind of hero-
ic generation we are heirs of. No one 
will ever succeed in taking from us 
the right to live and work freely in our 
native country.

On the possibility 
of new elections

A group of repor ters waited in 
the path of the President from the 
place of the ceremony to his office 
and Aleksandr Lukashenko agreed to 
talk. Over the past few days, a number 
of news stories have accumulated, 
which demanded comments from the 
Head of State.

Foreign countries never get tired 
of presenting ‘gif ts’ to us for the 
celebration of the Great Victory. One 
of them is the statement of the G7 
foreign ministers, who say that Bela-
rus should hold new elections. We 
will, of course, have them, but not 
on orders from outside. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko responded, 

“I’m all for it . I’m saying it 
publicly. I’m for the elect ion 
they demand. I’m ready to do this 
simultaneously with the Unit-
ed States. As soon as the United 
States calls an early Presidential 
election, we will call the election 
in Belarus the same day.”

The journalist i ronically drew 
attention to the difference between 
the Belarusian and American elec-
toral systems, saying that, “The mail 
chooses the President for them.”

The Head of State also reacted 

to reproaches from the West about 
‘excessive use of force’ in Belarus. He 
recalled the unthinkable fact, when 
one of the participants in the storm-
ing of the Capitol was shot using 
military weapons in a live broadcast. 
The fact of George Floyd’s murder 
also says a lot. However, the Head of 
State isn’t inclined to draw categori-
cal conclusions, “I do not mean to say 
that the police officers in the United 
States have acted wrongly in protect-
ing Parliament — the stronghold of 
American democracy. So why then 
do they say that we acted wrongly in 
defending our country? And after that 

they dare tell us to hold an early elec-
tion. I will repeat: I’m for it. Together 
with the United States: they did more 
wrong. We are still waiting for the 
European Union to give us its opin-
ion on what happened in the United 
States. Why do the Europeans keep 
quiet? Because they have skeletons in 
their closet, too.”

But this, as they say today, is 
‘different’. The Head of State noted 
that such a cynical difference in 
approaches is not even double stand-
ards, “This is a war of strangulation. 
To strangle and to kill, so that we never 
raise our heads, because we disobeyed 
them and did not submit.”

On the attempted coup
It looks like the scandal with the 

at tempted coup d’etat in Belarus 
will continue. This follows from the 
communication of the Head of State 
with media representatives, 

“What the journalis ts and 
the special services have shown 
people is just the tip of the iceberg. 
We will reveal bigger things. What 
I promised I will do and you will 
be dismayed at what you will see.”

The President emphasised that the 
disclosure of the conspiracy shocked 
weste r n specia l  se r v ices ,  wh i le 
exper ts f rom f r iendly st r uctures 

commented on the operation in the 
following way, “It happens once in the 
life of the special services to uncover 
a similar conspiracy against the Head 
of State, his sons and the country’s 
top leadership far on the outskirts. 
And even to intern and block the city. 
Why block the city? In order to cut it 
off so that no one can see this. Who 
will condemn them later?..”

“The revolution will write off 
everything,” continued the journalist.

“What kind of revolution? It’s the 
revolt!” the Head of the State clearly 
set the tone.

Aleksand r Lukashen ko noted 
that the massacre was being planned 
against a variety of people, including 
media representatives, 

“We show particular facts. The 
most important thing is that they 
[coup plotters — editorial note] 
confess. Why do they confess? 
Because they understand that 
if they confess, perhaps, their 
sentence will be reduced for a 
couple of years.”

On cynicism and Nazism
Residents of Belarus are outraged 

by the cynical news which came from 
Germany — a country where Nazism 
once f lourished. There, a group of 
some ten ‘Belarusians’ decided to sue 
Aleksandr Lukashenko on charges of 
committing crimes against humanity. 
And this is in relation to the legiti-
mate Head of State, whose people 
suffered the most from Nazism. The 

media representatives inquired about 
the personal position of the President 
on this issue. According to him, it’s 
not the heirs of the Nazis, the genera-
tions of those who unleashed the war, 
who should do something like this, 

“Every third Belarusian died. 
And so many more died in the 
first years after the war due to the 
consequences of it… The Nazis 
are to blame for the genocide of 
the Belarusian people, the Soviet 
people here!”

The President  recal led te r r i-
ble examples when on our land — 
because Jews were hidden in villages 
— the Nazis destroyed entire settle-
ments, burying people alive, includ-
ing children. The position of Germa-
ny is incomprehensible to him, “The 
UK, America, France could have done 
it because they were part of the coali-
tion after all. But fascism successors 
shouldn’t have. Who are they to judge 
me? For protecting my country?!”

The Belarusian leader also said 
that he isn’t against going to court, 
provided that the leadership of a 
number of European states also goes 
there, “Emmanuel Macron is the 
first, followed by Walter Steinmeier 
and Merkel...”

Aleksandr Lukashenko cited as 
an example numerous protest actions 
around the world: ‘Yellow Vests’ in 
France, the storming of the US Capi-
tol, tough retaliation against protest-
ers in Belgium...

“Did they hug and kiss those 
people, those rioters? They didn’t. 
So, let’s submit everyone to the judg-
ment of this democratic court one 
by one,” stressed the Head of State. 
“People who live in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones. It won’t 
happen. It is a stupid policy that 
pursues near-term goals. Some-
one else perhaps, but the Germans 
should not judge us. They have yet 
to atone before Belarusians, before 
us, the inheritors of this Victory, 
for what they did in the middle  
of the past century.”

The Head of State also recalled 
that the Prosecutor General’s Office 
opened a cr iminal case regarding 
the genocide of Belarus’ population 
during the Great Patriotic War. More-
over, people responded very positive-
ly to this. 

“Once our Prosecutor General 
started looking into it, there was an 
avalanche of letters, testimonies and 
requests: help, protect the truth about 
that war, about the grandfather and 
grandmother. And we will show it to 
the entire world,” said the President.

On the absurd actions  
of those who fled abroad

A clarifying remark came from 
journalists, “Mr. President, the talk is 
wild out there. In addition to the fact 
that an application was filed against 
you, one of the representatives of the 
diaspora commented that this is ‘the 
first step towards recognising the 
regime as terrorist’...”
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On the eve of Victory Day, the President of Belarus presented state awards  
to the best representatives in various fields of activity

Igor Anushkevich, the Technical Director, Deputy General Director
 for Development, Head of the Scientific and Technical Centre 

of Minsk Motor Plant Holding Managing Company, 
becomes an honoured worker of industry
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Protect the country and its people

By Yevgeny Kononovich,  

Dmitry Umpirovich

The Head of State was 
interested not only in the 
results of the f irst quar ter, 
but also in the assessment 
of the situation in the future 
— i nclud i ng t a k i ng i nto 
consideration the at tempts 
to int imidate our count ry 
with sanct ions. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko bel ieves th is 
shouldn’t be left unanswered, 

“We need to show that 
we are a nation, and that 
we have our own land, our 
own country.”

Speaking of the economy, 
the results of Q1 are encour-
aging. Even in the context of 
a pandemic, the country is 
gradually progressing. More-
over, it is even more pleasing 
that, once again, the gloomy 
forecasts of certain ‘experts’ 

have failed miserably.
“I read various forecasts 

in the media: the IMF, the 
World Bank and many other 
self-professed analysts give 
their forecasts,” Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said. 

“This is, however, not 
the f irst year I’ve seen 
these results and fore-
cas ts: they have never 
been object ive , and we 
have never worked the way 
they forecast. Therefore, 
the Government should 
have the most accurate 
forecast: what we foresee, 
taking into account the 
problems that exist.” 

R o m a n  G o l o v c h e n k o 
mentioned figures and facts 
that speak for themselves, 
“The results achieved indi-
cate that the economy has 
entered a growth trajectory. 
Gross domestic product rose 
slightly to almost 101 percent. 
We’re ahead of the forecast 
and the trajectory is upward.” 

Industry has become the 
main driver of growth — not 
only its t radit ional expor t 
s e g m e n t s  (o i l  r e f i n i n g , 
potash industry), but also the 
IT sector, where the growth 
rate reached 103.5 percent (in 
the industry as a whole, plus 
109 percent were registered). 
It’s a convincing argument 
for those who have almost 
‘buried’ our IT industry.

Response 
to be adequate

Illegal external restr ic-
t ions  aga i n s t  Bela r u sia n 
exp or t e r s  shou ld  no t  be 
ignored. According to the 
President , Europeans feel 
especially uneasy about this, 
“I am not going to go into 
detail here but say simply: 
if Europeans want problems 
for themselves in connection 
with these sanctions, they 
will get them. I will say no 
more. Time will tell. I will 
just  ask you — as it  was 
before the American grand-
standing in the economy — to 
provide me with the informa-
tion about the largest Euro-
pean projects in our country 
and the companies set up in 
Belarus to take a look at how 
they work here,” the Head of 
State said. 

Actually, Belarus is no 
stranger to sanctions. Roman 
Golovchenko later remind-
ed repor ters: our count r y 
has been subject to various 
forms of sanctions pressure 
over the past twenty years. 
However, Belarus does not 
intend to accept the rules of 
such a game. After all, such 
an impact on the country is 
not motivated by anything, 
stressed the Prime Minister. 
He said, “I must state that we 
categorically do not accept 
such a form of pressure on 

the sovereign independent 
state as sanctions… Unfor-
tunately, the general deval-
uation of the international 
legal system leads to the fact 
that these sanctions are used 
as an instrument of inf luence 
or pressure on undesirable 
states in order to worsen the 
economic situat ion in the 
country.”

In the name of the peace 
and security  
of the people

R e c e n t l y,  t h e  d e c r e e 
announced by the Head of 
State on the transfer of Presi-
dential powers to the Security 
Council, if such a need arises, 
has been widely discussed in 
the information space. Recent 
events, including an attempt 
to assassinate the President, 
force the Government to take 
this proactive step. On the 
Internet, there were imme-
diately suggestions that the 
Prime Minister should feel 
jealousy or hold a grudge 
against the decision of the 
Head of State to transfer his 
powers to a collective body. 
Jou r nal is t s  a sked Roman 
Golovchenko to comment on 
such fabrications. He laughed 
in response, “It’s an interest-
ing pitch. I par ticipated in 
the preparation of proposals 
for this decree. I don’t know 
what the final version will be 

yet. Whatever the President 
decides, that’s what it will 
look like. However, the deci-
sion must be made, because 
the decree is not made from 
scratch. We all know what’s 
happening around our coun-
try, what goals are set by the 
enemies of our state. They are 
going beyond the understand-
ing of moral values. There-
fore, the count ry must be 
prepared for any development 
of the situation. The Presi-
dent — as the Head of State 
and Commander-in-Chief — 
understands this very well.”

R o m a n  G o l o v c h e n k o 
expressed conf idence that 
this decree will not be acti-
vated, “However, this is the 
version that the President has 
modelled for an emergency 
situation. The main thing that 
the Head of State should think 
about, in my opinion, is how 
to ensure the security of the 
country. This is the purpose 
of the decree. The role this or 
that person will play is prob-
ably not a subject for discus-
sion. All of us, the leadership 
of the country, bear collec-
tive responsibility for what 
is happening in the state. We 
act within the limits of our 
powers. However, if there is 
a situation that threatens our 
country, we will also collec-
tively and categorically fulfil 
our duties.”

The work of the economy, our response to external sanctions and new tools for the 
development of the Chernobyl territories: these and other topics were discussed 
during the Prime Minister’s report to President Aleksandr Lukashenko

B
E

LT
A

“Yo u  s e e ,  t h e s e  a r e  o u r 
‘lakhushkins’ and others. They 
are s i t t ing there and demand 
sanctions… The Europeans — 
who are against us — are horri-
fied at what these ‘lakhushki’ are 
demanding from them,” the Bela-
rusian leader responded.

Foreign governments don’t under-
stand how one can suggest introduc-
ing severe industry-wide sanctions 
against one’s own country. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko doesn’t see any logic in this 
either,“Why do you need them? After  
all you want to lead the country and 
thank our nation, bless and revive 
the country. They are driven crazy 
by these demands. They [the opposi-
tion fugitives — editorial note] have  
already surprised the entire world.”

And recalling the same fugitive 
Latushko, who is already speaking 
on various European channels, the 
President remarked, “Will he return 
to Belarus? No. And their unreal-
ised habits ... Who will feed them? 
There [in the West — editorial note] 
people are not stupid either. And this 
‘lakhushkin’ understands that his time 
is running out and something needs to 
be done.”

On the attempts to unsettle 
the situation again

Recently, opponents of the author-
ities are once again trying to intensify 
protest moods and unsettle the situ-
ation. Aleksandr Lukashenko knows 

the reason for this — funding, 

“Instead of dropping hints 
their masters have recently cut 
down on their funding saying: 
if things happen (like the Presi-
dent’s assassination and the rest), 
then you will get your money. And 
they named the price. And they 
want Belarusians involved in it.”

However, the Head of State is 
conf ident that the Belarusians are 
already different; they have already 
seen why this is being done. More-
over, the events of the past year are 
not something new. Throughout the 
entire Presidential term of Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, there were different stag-
es: when protesters overturned cars 
and when the building of the Council 
of Ministers was stormed... 

“And all the same people did 
it . Do you remember that I said 
once that there is no new oppo-
sition in Belarus? They are just 
paid and employed,” the President 
said.

He also connects the attacks of 
his opponents and foreign pressure 
on him with attempts to destabilise 
the situation inside our country and 
prepare the ground for something 
more serious. As vivid examples, he 
cited the events of the past years in a 
number of countries and the history of 
the leaders of Serbia, Libya and Iraq. 

Anyway, the Belarusian leader has no 
doubts, 

“They will not succeed! From 
their madness , from the fact 
that they are self-indulgent, they 
stopped thinking... Is it possible so 
thoughtlessly to plan some kind of 
operation to assassinate the Pres-
ident at the state level? They even 
try to scare me first. I’m not the 
kind to run scared. It is futile.”

And once again
for the slow-witted

In his conversation with journal-
ists, the President also touched upon 
the recent revelations of the conspir-
ators who were planning a military 
coup in the country. These plans were 
revealed not only thanks to the work 
of the special services, but also with 
the help of ordinary citizens, “I’m not 
talking about simple TNT. 

I’m talking about plastic explo-
sives and rubberised explosives. It’s 
a terrible weapon. We’ve started 
investigating it little by little thanks 
to ordinary people.”

The same situation was seen in 
the Gomel Region, where cynical 
conspirators were looking for a cellar 
where they planned to hide Aleksandr  
Lukashenko’s sons. Incidentally, the 
President explained that the authorities 
warned the conspirators with the films 
that were shown by Belarusian television 
(Trotyl of the Protest, Mankurty, Kill the 
President), “Guys, we see everything, we 
don’t want a war, stop! Not only do we 
see everything, people do as well. They 
already feel what may happen and they 
give us signals. We warned them once, the 
second time ... They didn’t understand.”

Вased on materials of sb.by  
and belta.by
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By Dmitry Umpirovich,  

Varvara Morozova

In the first half of the day, the Pres-
ident took part in the ceremony of lay-
ing wreaths at the Victory Monument 
in Minsk. Aleksandr Lukashenko cor-
dially congratulated all compatriots 
and veterans on the important day, 
saying,

 
“The further away these hero-

ic and tragic events of the Great 
Patriotic War are, the more sig-
nificant the sacrificial feats of our 
grandfathers and great grandfa-
thers — those who saved mankind 
from enslavement and extermi-
nation — looks to us. It was an 
earth-shattering battle for life on 
Earth, for the preservation of the 
mankind, a great triumph of good 
over evil.”

The Head of State asked a reason-
able question: could the war heroes at 
that time think that, after 80 years, their 
children and grandchildren would have 
to fight for the truth about the Great 

Victory, for the right to honour the vic-
torious soldiers on this special day?

The President stressed that the 
Great Victory is one of the most impor-
tant events in the history of the Belaru-
sian nation. The deeds of our warriors 
are a symbol of valour, patriotism and 
humaneness. It’s an example of unity, 
friendship and brotherhood of people 
of different convictions and faiths and 
an inexhaustible source of powerful 
creative spiritual energy that we need 
so much today — in the Year of Peo-
ple’s Unity.

Aleksandr Lukashenko believes, 
“To preserve Belarus, its sovereignty 
and independence, we need to do the 
simplest thing: to close ranks and stick 
together — the way Soviet soldiers did 
during the terrible years of the war and 
after the war when they had to restore 
the Fatherland from ruins and ashes. 
We have to do everything to strengthen 
the nation’s unity so that our children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren 
could always live and work in the 
beautiful, peaceful and happy country 
while honouring the heroic legacy of 
their forefathers.”

Symbols of unity and harmony
On the same day, the main sym-

bols of our country were honoured in 
Minsk’s State Flag Square. The Day of 
the State Emblem and the State Flag 
is celebrated in Belarus on the second 
Sunday of May; this year, it coincided 
with the most important holiday for all 
Belarusians — Victory Day. It’s a land-
mark event in the Year of People’s Uni-
ty and Aleksandr Lukashenko stressed,

“We know that our emblem, flag, 
anthem and the Great Victory are 
inextricably linked symbols of the 
greatness and independence of the 
Belarusian people. They embody 
the fateful achievements of Belaru-
sians, the spiritual and moral fea-
tures of the nation, the peculiarities 
of our culture and worldview.”

According to the President, the state 
symbols reflect the people’s desire for an 
independent, peaceful and creative life.  
Aleksandr Lukashenko recalled, “With our 
symbols, we became the founding republic 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
Together with our fraternal nations, we 
defeated and overthrew fascism, joining 
history as the founders of the United Na-
tions (with these symbols). In the difficult 
1990s, we managed to unite and survive 

as a sovereign and independent country. 
Despite the economic crises, we have pre-
served industry and agriculture, we have 
gone into space, we are developing the 
most advanced technologies, including in 
the IT industry and nuclear energy. We’ve 
done these in the face of unprecedented 
challenges to our statehood: economic 
sanctions and political ultimatums.”

The President added: we have al-
ways lived in a free, peaceful country, 
and only recently we, Belarusians, have 
been challenged head-on. According 
to Aleksandr Lukashenko, it’s already 
clear where the truth is and what are lies,

 “Let’s stop this standoff no one 
needs. Let’s clearly agree that, for the 
first time in millennia, we happen to 
enjoy the happiness of living in this 
piece of land and of raising our kids... 
A cruel, sometimes bloody redistribu-
tion of the world has begun, and God 
forbid that we fall into these pitfalls.”

Faces of our country
Aleksandr Lukashenko paid tribute 

to the State Flag and the State Emblem 
of the Republic of Belarus: the President 
kissed the flag, put his hand to his heart, and 
bowed his head. Then he handed over the 
state symbols to the representatives of the 
youth — as a sign of the continuity of civil 
traditions and the unity of all generations of 
the Belarusian people. The young people 
said the oath of allegiance to the State Flag.

Aleksandr Kozlov’s father died at the 
front when the boy was small. The war also 

took the lives of many other members of 
his family. Today, dentist Aleksandr Ko-
zlov is a veteran of labour and does not 
understand the attempts to rewrite his-
tory, “Every person has a surname, first 
name, patronymic — so every republic 
should have a flag, coat of arms, anthem, 
and its own language. Only ignorant 
people, mostly young people, can deny 
our state symbols. They’ve been paid — 
and they’re doing these things. In reality, 
Belarusians love their flag.”

The man came to the celebration with 
members of his veteran organisation — 
following their long-standing tradition. 
The day before, they visited the Stalin Line 
Historical and Cultural Complex and, in 
the morning, went to Victory Square.

A sergeant of the honour guard com-
pany, Eduard Chirich, took the oath un-
der the state flag. The service often also 
takes place under the flag. “The flag is 
the face of our country. I’m proud to car-
ry it at events. I’m a very strong patriot 
of our country, I have a very good atti-
tude to our President, to our flag. I urge 
everyone to love Belarus,” he said. 

Victory Day ended with colourful 
fireworks. 

Belarus 
remembers
On May 9th, the Republic of Belarus celebrated 
the 76th anniversary of Victory Day. Festivities 
were held countrywide and were especially  
colourful in the capital. 
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The Centre for Hungarian 
Language and Culture opens 
at the Minsk State Linguistic 
University

The opening ceremony of the Cen-
tre for Hungarian Language and Culture 
was attended by the Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of Hun-
gary to Belarus, Zsolt Chutora, and the 
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs of the 
Minsk State Linguistic University, Yele-
na Betenya. The Centre will enable Be-
larusian students to get better acquainted 
with the history, culture, traditions and 
customs of the Hungarian people.

The MSLU noted that the Hungarian 
language is classified as a rare language, 
since only 15 million people speak it. 
However, it has been gaining more and 
more popularity in recent times due to 
the development of economic, political 
and cultural ties with Hungary.

MSLU provides training in 22 for-
eign languages.

Belarus received its own  
vaccine against COVID-19

This was stated by Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, answering journalists’ 
questions. The Head of State recalled 
that when he announced the intention 
of Belarus to produce its own vaccine, 

the critics were heard to say that it 
was very difficult or even impossible. 
“Yesterday we received our Belarusian 
vaccine in a test tube. A different version 
from that we buy today. As doctors call 
it, a live vaccine,” the Belarusian leader 
said.

“We are not in a hurry. We will see 
what will happen the day after tomor-
row, when the disease changes, because 
the strain will be completely different,” 
noted Aleksandr Lukashenko. “Tomor-
row we will adapt our vaccine, which is 
already in the test tube, to the strain that 
we have. Who knows how life will turn 
out,” added the Head of State.

Motorcyclists of Slovakia lit a 
piece of the Eternal Flame from 
the Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier on Pobedy Square in Minsk

The Motorcyclists of Slovakia public 
association launched their Road of the He-
roic Flame project on the occasion of Vic-
tory Day. The goal of the project is to bring 
to Slovakia a piece of the Eternal Flame 
from the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
Moscow. The project participants brought 
the flask with the Eternal Flame to Bela-

rus on May 6th. Bikers visited the Khatyn 
Memorial and laid flowers at the Eternal 
Flame on Pobedy Square in Minsk.

“We want people to never forget 
the heroes of the Great Patriotic War,” 
said Matúš Alexa, who heads the pub-
lic association. “By lighting parts of 
the Eternal Flame in special lamps, we 
symbolically express our gratitude and 
respect to the soldiers and officers of 
the Red Army who liberated Slovakia 
from the Nazi invaders.”

Participants of Belarus’ patriot-
ic movement planted a Victory 
Avenue in Minsk’s Victory Park

This is the start of the large-scale 
Republican project — My Victory  
Garden — which was actively picked 
up by politicians, labour teams, creative 
people and interested citizens.

The Head of the Belarusian Union of 
Journalists, Andrei Krivosheev, noted the 
symbolism of the fact that the avenue was 
planted on the Day of Radio, Television 
and Communications — a professional 
holiday for journalists. According to him, 
it’s important to once again raise the im-
portance of the Victory in the Great Patri-

otic War in the media and the information 
space. “We invite everyone who plants 
such avenues to take a photo, add the 
hashtag ‘#MySadPobedy’ — to indicate 
their attitude to this great holiday, since it 
is not only a state holiday, but also a fam-
ily celebration. After all, every family has 
its own story,” said Mr. Krivosheev.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Innovations are en route

By Ilya Kryzhevich

New stage of development
The first batch consists of ten MAZ 

electric buses, with four of these being 
transferred by Minsktrans to transport park 
No. 1. The rest will be running along city 
routes in regional centres. According to Mr. 
Parkhomchik, this is a landmark event for 
the Minsk Automobile Works and for the 
whole industrial complex of the country, 
“MAZ and its partners have successfully 
coped with the difficult task of producing 
the first ten electric buses in such a short 
time. Exactly a year ago, we demonstrated 
the first prototype and received the task to 
produce ten electric buses within a year. As 
you can see, it has been completed. Seri-
ous tests in different cities lie ahead, which 
should confirm all those technical charac-
teristics that are laid down by the designers. 
The company managed to create a modern, 
popular product.”

Valery Ivankovich, the General Di-
rector of MAZ — Managing Company of 
BELAVTOMAZ Holding, drew attention 
to the fact that, in 2020, a decision was 
made which became a certain stage in the 
development of the plant — the transition 
towards the production of electric vehicles.

“We received an order for ten pieces of 

equipment, and within a year we fulfilled 
this obligation. This is a great achievement 
for us. This is a major challenge when you 
consider the issues surrounding the pan-
demic and suppliers. A big step has been 
taken, as we’ve received a new product 
that determines the development of an en-
tire sector,” stressed Mr. Ivankovich.

He also emphasised that the combi-
nation of technological advantages and 
a good price will soon make it possible 
to compete in the markets of Russia and 
Ukraine, where they are already looking 
at the new Belarusian project. “We’ve 
created a scientific and technical centre on 
the MAZ site, in which one of the areas 
is the creation and development of electric 
drives; a group has been created. We will 
develop in new directions, for this we have 
the necessary competencies,” summed up 
MAZ Director.

The country has also formed a clus-
ter for the development and assembly of 
electric vehicles. The development of the 
electric bus was carried out by the design-
ers of the Minsk Automobile Works in 
co-operation with the United Institute of 
Mechanical Engineering. According to ex-
perts, this collaboration has been extreme-
ly successful and will continue in future. 
It made it possible to bring the country’s 
scientific and technical potential in the ma-

chine building 
sphere to a 
new level.

Oleg Dzyubenko, the 
General Director of Minsktrans state 

enterprise, also admitted that his organisa-
tion is looking forward to a new addition 
to the transport fleet, “Minsktrans organi-
sations always work closely with MAZ to 
improve equipment. We are waiting for a 
new model that will shape tomorrow’s fu-
ture. Of course, the last assessment of these 
vehicles will be given by the passenger.”

Original design
The new MAZ electric buses are 

painted in the carrier’s corporate colours: 
yellow — for Minsk, green — for region-
al centres. The features in the configura-
tion, in particular, include warm buttons, 
a contactless anti-crush system and a re-
tractable lip for people with disabilities. 
There are also USB ports on each row 
of seats for charging smartphones and 

tablets. The design of the electric bus 
includes a colourful ‘hump’ on the roof, 
which repeats the silhouette of a bison. 
The panoramic glazing is also striking: it 
is almost a third more in comparison with 
ordinary buses.

The source of energy for MAZ 303E10 
are rechargeable batteries, which have a 
long service life and increased capaci-
ty — 412Ah. The cruising range is also 
impressive — up to 300km — enabling 
them to make dozens of drives on a single 
charge and ensure uninterrupted operation 
on the route during the shift. The German 
ZF CeTrax with a power of 300kW is used 
as the engine. The electric bus boasts ac-
celeration dynamics, power reserve and 
average power consumption that are 
superior to many analogues. Moreover, 
storage batteries can be charged from a 
self-contained 380 volt transformer or at 
special stations with a CCS2 Combo con-
nector. A full charge at maximum current 
takes less than four hours.

The Minsk Automobile Works has sent the first batch of electric buses for Minsk 
and regional centres. The innovations were demonstrated at the MAZ 

site, and then — with the participation of the Industry Minister, 
Piotr Parkhomchik, representatives of the manufactur-

er, the National Academy of Sciences and other 
project partners — were handed over to the trans-
port organisations of the country.

MAZ presented a new model 
of electric bus after testing ECO
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New MAZ electric buses have traditional 
colours of the company: yellow —  for Minsk,  
green — for regional centres
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In honour of the Great Victory…

Victory Monument 
If you ask Minskers what monuments and 

memorials dedicated to the Great Patriotic War 
they know, you’ll mostly hear: the Victory Mon-
ument. The obelisk and the Eternal Flame on 
Pobedy [Victory] Square are known to virtually 
all Belarusians. 

The monument in honour of the victory in 
the Great Patriotic War was opened on Kruglaya 
[Round] Square in 1954; in 1958, it was renamed 
Pobedy Square. In 1961, General A.S. Burdeiny 
lit the eternal flame in front of the obelisk.

The 40m monument, covered with granite, 

is located in the centre of Minsk, near the 
‘Ploshchad Pobedy’ metro station. The sides 
of its pedestal are decorated with high-re-
liefs made of bronze; these were created by 
Belarusian sculptors: ‘Glory to the Fallen 
Heroes’ (Z. Azgur); ‘The Soviet Army dur-
ing the Great Patriotic War’ (S. Selikhanov); 
‘May 9th, 1945’ (A. Bembel); ‘Partisans of 
Belarus’ (A. Glebov). Four wreaths near the 
monument stand for the four fronts.

During the metro’s construction, a gallery 
was created under the monument. It’s part of 
the memorial hall in honour of the Soviet he-
roes who were killed. In the centre, there is 
an illuminated wreath; it symbolises the Eter-
nal Flame and was created by artist V. Pozn-
yak. After the reconstruction of the complex 
in 2019-2020, a multimedia screen and new information 
stands were placed here, in addition to an exhibition of 
documentary photos and war-themed paintings by Bela-
rusian artists.

Minsk — Hero City Architectural 
and Sculptural Complex  

The opening of the memorial complex in 1985 was 
timed to the 40th anniversary of the Victory over Nazi 
Germany. The 45m Minsk — Hero City stele is part of 
the unified ensemble of the Belarusian State Museum of 
the Great Patriotic War History. 

The upper part of the obelisk — authored by Valentin 
Zankovich — features a laurel branch with a star, while a 
memorial plaque with the text of the decree of the Presid-
ium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR as of June 26th, 
1974 on awarding Minsk the honorary title of the ‘Hero 
City’ is in the lower part. A bronze statue — the image of 

the Motherland symbolising the Victory — is situated not 
far from the obelisk. 

In 2014, a new building for the Great Patriotic War 
History Museum was built behind the monument. A spe-
cial atmosphere of the unique place was created by archi-
tect Viktor Kramarenko — a holder of the State Award of 
Belarus and a professor of the International Academy of 
Architecture.

The architect was faced with a difficult task: to posi-
tion the building taking into account the relief of the park. 
The solution was suggested by nature itself. The secret is 
that most of the museum is ‘hidden’ underground. There-
fore, the structure seems small — emphasising the height 
of the obelisk and harmoniously fitting into the urban 
space. Guests, going inside, pass through various exhi-
bition halls, constantly move up and get to the majestic 
Victory Hall presented in the form of a glass dome.

The museum area is more than 15,000 square me-

tres and consists of four main blocks — accord-
ing to the number of war years and fronts that 
participated in the liberation of Belarus.

Rays stretch from the central facade of the 
building; they are directed towards the obelisk 
and stand for the Victory salute. Each of the 
beams features thematic sculptural bas-reliefs 
with significant events of the war — including 
the defence of Brest Fortress and the raising of 
the Victory banner over the Reichstag.

As a result, the space is created which blurs 
the boundaries of time and takes people into the 
past — helping to preserve the memory of the 
most important date of the 20th century.

A stunning view of the capital is availa-
ble from the observation deck of the Victory 
Hall. Behind its glass dome, visitors can see 
Pobediteley Avenue, the Svisloch River and 
Victory Park.

Victory Park 
It is one of the largest parks in Minsk and 

a popular recreational destination for its resi-
dents. The park covers 200 hectares and was 
opened in 1945 in honour of the victory over 
Nazi Germany in the Great Patriotic War. In 
2013, the site was named the Victory Museum 
and Park Complex.

Children’s and sports grounds are available 
here and the embankment is equipped with lei-
sure facilities. In summer, bicycles, boats and 
catamarans are offered for rent and numerous 
fountains are at play. The most powerful of them 
is on the water itself (it has 38 jets, 16 of which 

hit a height of up to 30 metres). The park has 
more than 25km of walking and almost 3km of 
cycling paths.

Bird Island occupies a special place in Vic-
tory Park and can be reached by a 60m bridge. 
Its dense trees are home for many birds.

Yama Memorial Complex 
During the Great Patriotic War, on July 

19th, 1941, one of the largest camps in Europe 
for the extermination of Jews was established in 
Minsk; tens of thousands of prisoners from Aus-
tria, Germany and other countries were deported 
there. By the end of the year, about 100,000 peo-
ple lived in the ghetto and, on March 2nd, 1942, 
the Nazis shot at least 5,000 prisoners. Most of 
the bodies were dumped in a large pit. On the 

site of this tragedy, the Yama [Pit] Memorial Complex is 
situated to honour the memory of the victims of fascism.

After the war, in 1947, an obelisk was erected here 
with Yiddish words written by poet Khaim Maltinsky. 
This was the first Soviet monument on which it was of-
ficially allowed to use Yiddish. In the 1990s, an alley of 
the Righteous of the Nations of the World was planted 
near the memorial, dedicated to sympathetic Belarusians 
who helped Jews during the war years. In 2000, a sculp-
tural composition — ‘The Last Path’ — was created in 
the complex.

The monument represents a group of doomed and ex-
hausted people descending to the bottom of the pit. It was 
created by hand over 8 years without the use of construc-
tion equipment. The composition of faceless, doomed 
human figures waiting for death was created in memory 
of the tragedy in which tens of thousands of people were 
mercilessly killed.

In different parts of Belarus, 
which lost every third resident 
during the Great Patriotic 
War, symbolic memorial 
complexes have been created, 
monuments have been erected, 
parks and avenues dedicated 
to the events of the most 
tragic and bloody war in this 
long-suffering land have been 
laid. They are a holy place 
of veneration for the dead, 
an eternal reminder of how 
precious peace is.
The capital, like the whole of 
Belarus, keeps the memory of 
the price of Victory in May 1945. 
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EVitebsk hosted an unusual parade of paratroopers

Her brother and mother shot

Triple ‘Glory!’ for the winner

On May 9th, Taisiya Pavlovskaya always comes to Brest Fortress. Children give the 
woman tulips and daffodils on seeing the medals on her chest. However, the veter-
an doesn’t take a single flower home — leaving them all for the citadel’s defenders.

By Anna Naumova

Fiodor Lisovsky is 101. The veteran 
of the Great Patriotic War reached Ber-
lin from Moscow along the roads to the 
front. He participated in the liberation of 
Sevastopol, fought near Perekop, took 
part in fierce battles against fascists in 
Poland and was among those taking Ko-
nigsberg... The brave Vitebsk resident is 
still in the ranks and, on the eve of Victo-
ry Day, he was congratulated by military 
representatives of the 103rd Vitebsk Sep-
arate Guards Airborne Brigade. Symbol-
ically, the triple ‘Glory!’ — addressed to 
hero-liberators — was proclaimed over a 
five-story building in Mir [Peace] Street.

Going out in public on the eve of the 
most important holiday is special for the 
veteran. The old man — dressed in his 
formal jacket, with awards on his chest 
and a boutonniere with an apple blossom 
and a ribbon in the colours of the national 
flag of Belarus — was very emotional and 
moved to tears: paratroopers marched sol-
emnly under his window, while the mili-

tary band played songs of the past. 
Moreover, the Victory Day song 
was sung along to 
by the neighbours 
— heard from 
the windows of 
the high-rise 
building. Par-
ents picked 
up their kids 
i n  a r m s 
and many 
r e c o r d e d 
the unusual 
greeting on 
their mobile phones. 

“You can’t even imagine what an 
event this is for us,” says the veteran’s 
son, Aleksandr Lisovsky. “It’s getting 
right into the heart and soul… Thank 
you! My father, then a young agron-
omist from the Mogilev Region, was 
drafted into the army in 1939. In June 
1941, he became a senior sergeant 
and the detachment commander of 
the 6th separate railway battalion…” 

There were many dangers on the 
military path for Fiodor Lisovsky. How-
ever, there were also many happy mo-
ments — as if fate itself took him away 
from the fatal line at the last moment. 

He was awarded the Order of the 
Red Star for his bravery near Moscow. 
Along with other soldiers, he was work-
ing on a new river crossing to replace 
the one that had been destroyed. Ger-

man Messerschmitt planes appeared in 
the sky unexpectedly — resulting in 
gunfire, shouting, panic. Just at that mo-
ment, one of the launch frames with the 
shells fell down and an enormous ex-
plosion was about to go off — meaning 
the nearby village would have been de-
stroyed. Fiodor took a risk and managed 
to turn off all its mechanisms…

During the personal parade, the vet-
eran was restrained in silence but then 
confessed with a voice which was about 
to break in excitement, 

“I am happy that I have not lived 
such a long life for nothing, that 
there are those who understand me 
and support me, that people do not 
forget. Thanks!”

The man’s neighbour — Tamara 
Barbashina — also shared warm words 
in relation to Vitebsk’s paratroopers 
who presented Fiodor Lisovsky with an 
unforgettable commemoration and to 
the veteran himself, “We should relate 
to such people. Happy anniversary to 
him and all of us, happy Victory Day!”

The veteran has 
seen much over his 

long life but it was 
the first time that 

he has greeted a 
Victory Parade 

dedicated 
personally to 
him. Fiodor 
Lisovsky 
was both 
excit-
ed and 
touched.

By Anna Kurak

The gun was put into my hands immediately
“On Saturday, June 21st, my parents went to the thea-

tre. After their return, they were arguing loudly. My mother 
tried to convince my father that she’d seen Germans in 
disguise in the hall. In response, he waved her away and 
told her not to make things up, “We have a peace treaty! 
Those were Jews who were speaking Yiddish; and you 
didn’t hear it,” recalls the 87-year-old woman. “At dawn, 
a shell hit the corner of our house and it became clear who 
was right. The war had begun.”

The girl was only 11 years old but she clearly remem-
bers how the planes seemed to descend on schedule over 
Brest Fortress to cover it with bombs. The bombardment 
didn’t stop even at night.

“My father went into the forest on the first day. He 
hid my mother and us, four children, with the neighbours. 
From the very first days, the fascists launched a hunt for 
communists. Only a month later, we managed to escape 
from the city to the village. However, the trouble still 
caught up with us,” she says.

The woman takes a pause and a deep breath and con-

tinues, “The fact that Larick and I survived is a miracle! 
My mother never woke me up so early but, that morning, 
she sent me to the neighbours for milk. Meanwhile, my 
brother Lar went out with the village boys to graze the 
cows. I have never seen my family again: they 
were shot that morning. The fascists even 
killed little Oleg: he was only three.” 

The girl spent three days alone in 
the forest, hid in local homes for several 
months and then found herself in a parti-
san detachment. “The first thing the par-
tisans taught me was how to shoot my-
self with a gun. What for? In case I was 
alone at night by the fire and the Germans 
came. They didn’t kill partisans immediately 
but tortured them for a long time — choosing sophisticated 
methods for execution. I wasn’t afraid to die. It was terrible 
to be seized alive by the enemy,” the veteran says. 

Young Taisiya also took part in combat missions — 
acting as ‘the eyes’ for the demolition men on the railways. 
“I remember crawling around at night and seeing how 
lights from their cigarettes were glowing in the dark. I was 
paving the way for the bombers. They crawled forward 
without a single rustle, and after laying the explosives, they 
jumped up and ran with all their might. Terrible sounds of 
metal exploding, fire and screams were behind them. Then 
our planes started flying and we lit signal fires for them. 
I was taken to Moscow by one of them. Our path to the 
Big Land [Moscow] was full of adventures. When flying 

over the central part of Belarus, the navigator announced: 
‘We are flying over the partisans of the Minsk detachment. 
They are greeting us with rockets’,” the woman recollects. 

Show me the documents!
Taisiya Pavlovskaya continues, “I believed 

it, although I was surprised: do they have 
extra rocket launchers? In the capital, 

we were greeted as if we had returned 
from another world. People there were 
aware that we were under enemy fire; 
they thought we were dead. Later, Valya 

Sikorskaya [a daughter of the Hero of the 
Soviet Union, Sergei Sikorsky] and I were 
detained by the police! We came straight from 

the swamp and really wanted to see the city. Suddenly a 
man in the uniform met us, saying, “Who are you? Parti-
sans? Show me the documents!”

After the war, the girl entered medical school and 
moved to Komsomolsk-on-Amur. She received two high-
er degrees, got married and gave birth to children. Taisiya 
had a good career and even managed to meet Yuri Gagarin 
personally when he came to the Far East…

“I always visited my parents’ grave every year and 
never thought I would return to Brest since I promised my-
self not to live near the border. However, in the 1970s, 
I finally gave up under the pressure of my fellow par-
tisans and moved. I have no regret at all! It’s my city!” 
admits Taisiya Pavlovskaya.

Little partisan Taisiya was ‘the eyes’ for 
bombers and met planes from the Big Land 
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When Taisiya Pavlovskaya came to Moscow 
after a partisan detachment, she was 

mistaken for a homeless child. However, at 
present, her chest is all covered with medals.

zv
ia

zd
a.

b
y



8
The Minsk Times

Friday 
May 14

2021

W
O

RL
D

Colombia is gripped by deadly street protests that began over 
a tax reform but quickly spiralled into broader outrage at state 
neglect, COVID-19 fallout, and police brutality

The reported death toll from two 
weeks of anti-government protests in 
Colombia rose past forty while major 
cities warned of a prolonged peak in 
COVID-19 cases due to demonstrations.

The protests were originally called 
in opposition to a now-cancelled tax 
reform plan, but demonstrators have 
broadened their demands to include 
government action to tackle poverty, 
police violence and inequalities in the 
health and education systems. Demon-
strations and lawmaker opposition led 
to the tax reform’s withdrawal and the 
resignation of the finance minister. 

The protesters have burned buses 
and police stations and looted banks 
and shops. They also blocked all the 

main roads leading to Cali, the coun-
try’s third-largest city, for several days, 
resulting in empty shelves in grocery 
shops and a shortage of medicine in 
hospitals. Colombia’s human rights 
ombudsman said it had received re-
ports of the deaths of 41 civilians and 
one police officer. It is verifying if they 
are directly connected to the protests. 
Many protesters are calling for the ES-
MAD riot police to be disbanded, but 
some said they did not blame individ-
ual officers.

Bogota psychologist Benjamin 
Paba Al-Faro, 53, said he was demon-
strating for better education and to en-
sure the continuity of the peace process 
with now-demobilised FARC rebels, 

adding, “This isn’t about defeating just 
one law.”

Poverty, which rose to 42.5 per-
cent of the population last year amid 
coronavirus lockdowns, has aggravat-
ed long-standing inequalities and re-
versed some recent development gains. 
The number of Colombians living in 
extreme poverty grew by 2.8 million 
people in 2020.

Meanwhile, experts say demon-
strations are expected to go on. Alicia 
Gomez, a 51-year-old cleaner who sup-
ports the protests, said that Colombi-
ans are tired of the government ‘putting 
more taxes’ on the population, which 
is already struggling due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

The project ‘will give us back the 
same vision from the stage of the mon-
ument that it had in ancient times’, Col-
osseum Director Alfonsina Russo said.

The Italian Culture Minister, Dario 
Franceschini, hailed it as an ‘extraordi-
nary project’, which will allow visitors 
to walk on the new floor and go to the 
centre of the Colosseum.

The floor will serve as a stage for 
cultural events and visitors will be able 
to see the monument as it was until the 
19th century, Mr. Franceschini added.

The former battleground of gladia-
tors — first opened nearly 2,000 years 
ago, in 80AD — had its arena floor re-

moved in the 19th century by architects 
hoping to get a look at its subterranean 
passageways.

Milan Ingegneria, an Italian en-
gineering firm, will helm the $22m 
project, which is set to be completed 
by 2023. Its main aim is ‘the protec-
tion and conservation of pre-existing 
archaeological structures’, Italy’s Cul-
ture Ministry said in a press release.

“The complex underground system 
under the wooden pavement, thanks to 
hatches, hoists and mobile types of ma-
chinery, allowed men, beasts and props 
to be brought up to the arena floor,” Ms. 
Russo added.

New gladiator arena floor
A new arena floor will be added to Rome’s iconic 
Colosseum to give visitors an idea of how the ancient 
Italian structure looked when gladiators fought there

Deadly protests in Colombia

Workers of the Belarus sanatorium 
have joined a motor rally in Vilnius to 
protest against the blocking of the bank 
account of the Belarusian healthcare fa-
cility. The event drawing more than 70 
cars was led by the Druskininkai Mayor, 
Ričardas Malinauskas. 

Residents of Druskininkai, where the 
Belarusian sanatorium is based, are pro-
testing against the closure of the facility, 
which was affected by the EU sanctions 
against Belarus.

The Mayor did not shy away to criti-
cise the authorities. “This is not the rule of 
law. This is the rule of banditry,” he said.

Belarus sanatorium is the first case in 
the history of Lithuania when internation-
al sanctions have been applied against the 
company operating in the country. When 
the sanctions were imposed, Swedbank 
froze the sanatorium’s accounts.

The protest was supported by the 
Lithuanian Trade Union Confederation. 
Its President, Inga Ruginienė, said that 
the European agencies did not rule to ap-
ply the sanctions. This social disaster is 
entirely due to the actions of the state who 
have failed to take care of its citizens.

“We are protesting against the arbi-
trariness of the Lithuanian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. The last document we 
received from MP Bronis Ropė proved 
that the sanatorium has not been included 
in any lists. The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs is responsible for the situation,” said 
the leader of the sanatorium trade union, 
Vytautas Česna.

Workers of the sanatorium have not 
been paid since January 2021.

Car rally 
in Vilnius
Motorcade protesting 
against blocking of Belar-
us sanatorium account

The longest suspension bridge
At more than half a kilometre across, the ‘516 Arouca’ in 
Portugal is the world’s longest pedestrian suspension bridge

Although the construction of the bridge 
had been completed for some time, it was 
officially opened to the public just recently.

Named after its length — 516 metres 
— it hangs some 175 metres above the 
Paiva River in the north of the country.

While the height may be intimidating 
for some, local residents who were the 
first to walk it enjoyed their experience. 
“It is very well built,” said Rui Brandao, 
an Arouca resident. “I strongly advise 
you to come even if, like me, you are 
afraid of heights. I must admit that I did 
not suffer from it at all while crossing.”

Portugal has stolen the crown from 
Switzerland for the longest pedestrian 
bridge, with the 516 Arouca surpassing 
the Charles Kuonen footbridge in the 
Swiss Alps.

Connecting two granite escarpments 
located in the municipality of Arouca, 
the bridge is made up of 127 mesh trays 
with metal railings, connected by steel 
cables to the V-shaped pillars erected on 
either side.

“Even though the construction of the 
bridge has been finished for some time, 
this inauguration is important because it 
allows us to resume our tourist activity,” 
the Mayor of Arouca, Margarida Belem, 
said as she welcomed the opening of a 
‘fundamental attraction’ for the region.

This part of the banks of the Paiva 
River already had an 8-kilometre-long 
course of wooden footbridges that wind 
down to the valley floor.

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies
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By Sofia Arsenyeva

Model made 
of children’s plasticine

The idea of creating a memorial in 
memory of the soldiers of the Great Pa-
triotic War at the entrance to the Belaru-
sian capital was born in the early 1960s 
but was not immediately implemented 
while different versions were discussed. 
After a monument with a 50m spire col-
lapsed near Kursk on the site of a ma-
jor tank battle just before its opening, 
Minskers seriously considered rejecting 
large-scale architectural and sculptural 
forms and simply planting three oak 
trees on the hill. However, Belarusian 
artists argued — stating that no trees are 
needed but a monument that would be 
worthy of the liberators’ immortal feat.

“A model was sculpted in Andrei 
Bembel’s workshop in children’s white 
plasticine. The idea of bayonets was 
born immediately as they were extreme-
ly fashionable in monumental architec-
ture at that time. However, initially we 
planned to make three of them — ac-
cording to the number of Belarusian 
fronts. Later, we recalled the 1st Baltic 
front and decided to make four bayonets 
soldered together. We thought about 
putting an eagle — the coat of arms of 
the Third Reich — on them but later 
gave up that idea. Next, Bembel pro-
posed to make the base of the sculptural 
composition in the form of a command 
post: embrasure. We sculptured a hill 
with a loophole in it. The bayonets were 
put on but — when we began to take 
plasticine out of the embrasure — the 
ceiling collapsed and a ring was formed. 
It looked pretty good and we decided to 
leave it as a Crown of Glory — decorat-
ing it with symbols of the branches of 
the armed forces. We went to military 
shops, bought badges and took them 
as models,” recalls sculptor Anatoly 
Artimovich who was part of the team 
working on the Mound of Glory togeth-
er with sculptor Andrei Bembel and ar-
chitect Oleg Stakhovich. Later, the men 

worked together on another landmark 
memorial complex at Brest Fortress.

Not sand but people’s memory
Driving past the majestic mound on 

the 21st kilometre of the Minsk-Mos-
cow highway today, it’s hard to believe 
that once there was a flat field here. 
The first handfuls of soil at the foot of 
the monument were laid on September 
30th, 1966 — brought by former front-
line soldiers from the hero cities of 
Moscow, Leningrad, Sevastopol, Kiev, 
Murmansk and others. Buckets with 
soil were carried by ordinary residents 
from the surrounding villages. Some 
took it from mass graves on the edge 
of the forest, others — from the sites 
of bloody battles or ashes of the burned 
village houses. 

The flow didn’t stop for sever-
al years. People came to the hill like 
pilgrims to a shrine. Minsk residents 
recall kilometre-long queues of those 
who brought soil; people literally en-
circled the future mound. Trucks and 
excavators joined the work at the final 
stage only but even if the land had been 
brought there exclusively by machin-
ery, the process would have lasted for 
many years.

The Belarusian State Newsreel Ar-

chive has preserved unique footage of 
the unveiling of the memorial on July 
5th, 1969. A multicoloured sea of peo-
ple flooded the green hill but there were 
no smiles or joy: all those coming were 
in silent grief and full of thoughtful 
memories of those who gave their lives 
defending and liberating Belarus. The 
announcer commented, “There will be 
people coming here to bow from day to 
day, from century to century, one gen-
eration will replace another. However, 
the Mound of Glory, which is not sub-
ject to time, will stand forever — as the 
thirst for freedom is eternal in man, as 
the memory of the people to the killed 
heroes is eternal.”

Steps with a secret
The main question to the authors 

is how the monument has been pre-
served until now. It hasn’t caved in or 
collapsed. The secret is in a special re-
inforced concrete structure  hidden in-
side. This is the core for the mound, and 
a reliable base for the obelisk.

According to engineer Valery Lapt-
sevich, doubts about the durability of 
the project were expressed even before 
the mound was completed, “Even my 
teacher had doubts. He came to the sec-
retary of the regional party committee 
and said that the bayonets would fall 

down but the official kicked him out 
saying never to come back.” 

The young engineer had to prove the 
correctness of his own calculations by 
risking his life: Valery climbed the bay-
onets by the scaffolding without back-
up. The structure didn’t collapse and has 
already stood solidly for half a century 
now. 

It was Valery Laptsevich who de-
signed the unique steps leading to the 
top — although for many years there 
were rumours that the idea belonged 
personally to the First Secretary of the 

Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Belarus, Piotr Masherov. “He 
simply supervised the construction pro-
cess and couldn’t have made such calcu-
lations. The steps are special as each of 
them has a separate mount and consists 
of a supporting part and an upper one, 
which we step on. Without these tricks, 
the steps wouldn’t have held and sim-
ply slipped,” Mr. Laptsevich reveals the 
secret of his work five decades after the 
memorial was unveiled.

Interestingly, among the millions of 
visitors to the Mound of Glory, there 
have always been those who neglect the 
steps. Cuban Fidel Castro, after an ex-
cursion, jumped over the concrete bar-
rier and walked down the lawn — fast 
and agile as he was wearing army boots. 
Masherov, even though he was wear-
ing a suit and lacquer-covered shoes, 
jumped after him. That’s what the par-
tisan past means.

Facts alone
The full name of the memorial is 

the Mound of Glory of the Soviet Ar-
my-Liberator of Belarus.

The staircase consists of 482 steps.
The height of the earthwork is 35m 

and the length of the bayonets is 35.6m. 
There are four of them — symbolising 
the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Belarusian and 1st Bal-
tic fronts that liberated Belarus.

The lawn covers 1.3 hectares — one 
and a half times the size of a standard 
football field. The grass here is special: 
with long roots that protect the mound 
from landslides.

The exterior of the monument is dec-
orated with bas-reliefs of people sym-
bolising the defenders of the Fatherland: 
a young partisan girl, an old partisan, a 
pilot, a sailor, a tank soldier, young and 
old infantrymen. 

True pleasure to look 
at ‘Katyusha’ joining  

A permanent exhibition of military 
equipment is situated near the Mound 
of Glory — featuring several T-34 
tanks, SU-100 self-propelled artillery 
units, and an IL-2 attack aircraft.

Last year, the exposition was re-
plenished with a legendary ‘Katyusha’ 
vehicle; it was first tested in action in 
the battles for Orsha. Later, this reac-
tive mortar performed well during the 
‘Bagration’ campaign. Therefore, this 
pride of the Soviet artillery joined the 
monument site for a reason.

The rarity was virtually unearthed 
in the Leningrad Region. Some of the 
‘Katyusha’ parts were made on the ba-
sis of samples from St. Petersburg’s 
Military-Historical Artillery Museum. 
The vehicle now seems ready to drive!

Bayonets will never waver
How the 
legendary 
symbol of 
liberation 
from the Nazi 
invaders — 
the Mound of 
Glory — was 
created near 
Minsk
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Great Patriotic War veteran, Viktor Kostko,  
at the opening of an open-air exposition in 2020

A permanent exhibition of military equipment is located 
near the Mound of Glory

The symbols of four armies are fused together
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By Aleksandr Nesterov

Natural tourist products
When the National Agency for Tour-

ism was preparing forecasts for 2021, 
it was assumed that, in the next season, 
agro-ecotourism, cultural and education-
al trips and health tours would develop, 
while business and ecotourism would 
become new growth points. However, 
life has made its corrections and, for ex-
ample, inbound tourism is still mostly of 
an essential business nature. Only in the 
spring was regular traffic between Russia 
and Belarus partially restored. Are there 
any reserves left for the development of 
the industry in the near future?

Galina Potayeva heads Viapol which 
specialises in domestic excursion tour-
ism. She recalls that the national tourist 
product — which may be of interest to 
travellers — is created by tour operators 
in co-operation with infrastructure facil-
ities. This is not just a set of monuments 
and nature sites, but a specially selected 
‘bouquet’ that must meet certain require-
ments. A tourist product may include 
the main site for which the trip is being 
planned. It is then, for example, connect-
ed to picturesque ruins, a colourful agri-
cultural estate and lunch in a restaurant 
with a local flavour and the ability to 
competently present their identity.

“Viapol embraces 295 settlements 
in Belarus with its tours, but our tour-
ists are not easily lured to travel around 
the country,” the expert states. “Proba-
bly, it’s important to do it for the first 
time: if people like it, they will get in-
volved and the process will go on. For 

the upcoming summer season, about 30 
combined excursions are planned daily. 
People are starting to travel around the 
country again.”

Fresh air to help
Against the background of breaking 

the established tourist realities, agro-ec-

otourism has shown itself from an unex-
pected side. Some estates have, of course, 
interrupted or temporarily suspended 
their work: the market dropped by 20 
percent, but most estate owners have 
managed to transform their work.

“Every cloud has a silver lining. Hol-
idaying at homesteads has become a kind 

of fresh air for people who are tired of 
self-isolation and restrictions,” says Va-
leria Klitsounova, the Chair of the Board 
of the Country Escape Belarusian Asso-
ciation of Rural and Ecotourism. Speak-
ing of the undeniable advantages of rural 
tourism, she notes, “In the open air, it’s 
easier to maintain a social distance and 
all other measures to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 could be provided by the 
estate hosts themselves. Of course, mass 
events had to be abandoned because of 
the coronavirus.”

According to the expert, agro-tourism 
in Belarus will develop in the future along 
the path of implementing various creative 
ideas and will continue to search for new 
forms of interaction with partners. There 
is already a re-orientation to new areas 
for consumers: an increasing number 
of children and pensioners visit estates, 
while farmsteads turn into fully-fledged 
participants of group tours around the 
country. With this in view, the potential 
of Belarusian agro-tourism is far from 
being exhausted.

Sanatoriums heal themselves
The health and resort industry seems 

to have recovered from last year’s shock 
associated with a difficult epidemiolog-
ical situation. In late 2020, the average 
occupancy rate of health resorts was 60 
percent; in summer, it didn’t exceed 70-
80 percent as it was necessary to follow 
doctors’ recommendations. Since the 
flow of guests from abroad to sanatori-
ums has decreased, the country had to 
urgently re-orient to the domestic mar-
ket. The Republican Centre for Health 
Improvement and Spa Treatment of the 
Population asserts that this helped com-
pensate for the losses in exports.

Realising that — under the conditions 
of an ever-increasing struggle for custom-
ers — it’s impossible to manage without 
improving the conditions for guests and 
expanding the range of services, health 
resorts have spent considerable sums of 
money on strengthening their material 
and technical base. This measure, as well 
as various marketing tricks, give reason 
to expect that this season will certainly 
be better than last year.

In the future, the popularity of health 
resorts among vacationers will not de-
crease, and therefore it makes sense to 
look closely at creating new places for 
recreation and improving well-being, the 
Director of the Republican Centre for 
Health Improvement and Spa Treatment 
of the Population, Gennady Bolbatovsky, 
believes. “There are still plenty places in 
Belarus where health resorts can be built 
— for example, in places with explored 
sources of mineral water, mud reservoirs 
with sapropels. We are in search of inves-
tors for this purpose,” he says.

Make yourself 
at home!

Under the COVID-19 conditions, Belarus is undergoing a 
change in the vectors of providing tourist services. While 
the borders are closed, the new season is a good time for 
the development of domestic tourism which is reaching a 
qualitatively new level.

TRAVELLERS' CHOICE 

Belarusian State 
Museum of the Great 

Patriotic  
War History (Minsk)
“The way Belarusians 
remember causes emotion 
and respect. The country 
suffered greatly from the 
invasion of the fascists. The 
museum is fundamental and 
as interactive as possible — 
with an audio guide, touch 
screens, etc.” 

Brest Fortress-Hero 
Memorial Complex 

(Brest)
“The power of this place 
and its spirituality amazes, 
thoughts are constantly 

transported to the past and 
you realise that it‘s still dif-
ficult to fully imagine what 
the people who defended 
this place experienced in 
reality.” 

Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha

“It is impossible to visit Be-
larus and not go to Belove-
zhskaya Pushcha. 
The forest is beautiful. We 

saw a 350-year-old pine 
tree and visited the Nature 
Museum. The Belarusian 
Father Frost impressed us 
greatly: he is friendly, cheer-
ful and with a great sense of 
humour.”

Nesvizh Historical 
and Cultural Muse-

um-Reserve
“It‘s the most beautiful 
place. The castle is magnif-
icent, it took several hours 
to see it all. We then spent 

a couple of hours just walk-
ing in the park.”

Mir Castle
“The very word ‘castle’ 

is associated with some-
thing large-scale and 
mysterious. It’s great that 
everything secret was 
made clear in Mir Castle. 
You can come in, go up-
stairs, take a walk, look in 
rooms or touch.”

National Library  
of Belarus (Minsk)

“It’s the most magnificent 
place and actually the pearl 
of the city of Minsk — in 
appearance and in charac-
ter alike. I recommend it to 
anyone who wants to see 
the city.”

Gomel Palace and 
Park Ensemble 

(Gomel)
“Here is a beautiful park 
for walking and recreation. 
The Rumyantsev-Paskevich 
Palace is situated on the 
site. Local views are great. 
Don’t forget to get some 
squirrel food.”

Based on tripadvisor.ru
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Belarusian farmsteads attract visitors with the recreation 
of a national flavour

Nesvizh Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve
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Double time!

By Tatiana Pastushenko

The tradition to open the 
summer season with a large-
scale running event was born 
more than a decade ago. Over 
the years, the All-Belarusian 
Track and Field Cross-Country 
Race has become one of the 
most long-awaited events for 
athletes, being an opportuni-
ty to assess their form before 
the start of the summer season 
while also turning towards ri-
valry on the track, when com-
petitors literally step on each 
other’s heels. Eight personal 
events — which took place at 
the Dubrovenka River in Mog-
ilev — were full of struggle, 
and sometimes came to ‘show-
downs’ at the very finish.

Take, for example, the 
women’s 5km race. Even in the 
absence of the multiple winner 
of the All-Belarusian Track 
and Field Cross-Country Race, 
Nina Savina — who continues 
to prepare for the Tokyo Olym-
pics, as well as our other strong 
runner, Yekaterina Korneenko 
— the competition was good. 
Tatiana Shabanova fronted the 
leading group of athletes almost 
throughout the entire distance, 
but couldn’t maintain her ad-
vantage, being outstripped by 
the experienced Olga Nemogai 
on the last lap. After that, Ta-
tiana said that it was a little 
upsetting, as she wanted to win 
and bring points home for her 
team. However, Olga Nemogai 
thanked her daughter, husband, 
coaches and everyone who 
supported her, especially dur-
ing the cross-country.

“For me, this isn’t just the 
opening of the season, but the 
first competition in almost a 
year and a half,” said Olga Ne-
mogai. “I got an injury — a fa-
tigue fracture. I didn’t rate my 

chances. Last season failed, so 
we can say that the coronavirus 
pandemic was in my favour. 
I’m glad I was able to start in 
the cross-country. I was run-
ning freely; initially I planned 
to be among the leaders, and 
on the last kilometre to squeeze 
out everything that was possi-
ble. I did it!”

The men’s 5km race almost 
ended with a photo finish. Last 
year it was, in fact, a similar 
story: the multiple winner of 
the All-Belarusian Track and 

Field Cross-Country Race, Ser-
gei Platonov, managed to beat 
Vyacheslav Skudny only in the 
last metres of the distance. This 
time, the athletes once again 
walked shoulder to shoulder, 
but Skudny turned out to be 
faster.

“In our confrontation with 
Sergei Platonov, the score is 

now 1:1! Before the event, I 
understood that the cross dis-
tance is easier for Sergei than 
for me; it is not for nothing that 
he has become the winner for 
so many years in a row. But 
this time I was probably better 
prepared.”

Vyacheslav Skudny is one 
of those cross-country partic-
ipants who plans to compete 
for a place in the Olympics in 
Tokyo in the coming months. 
According to the athlete, at his 
distance — 3,000m hurdles — 

the competition in the world is 
very high, but it is possible to 
get to the Games by rating.

“The main thing is that 
there are more internation-
al events, where you can run 
in good, strong company and 
pull up your result. Cross gave 
me the opportunity to once 
again feel the atmosphere of 

the competition. Moreover, in 
fact, there is a lot in common 
between cross-country and the 
steeplechase: these are difficult 
distances in which it is neces-
sary to overcome oneself. Even 
the coaches say that in order to 
perform well in my discipline, 
you have to run well at least the 
‘top five’ cross-country races; 
they’re similar in the forces 
expended over the distances 
and in the feelings you need to 
deal with.”

There were no dramas in 

the junior 3km races, with 
the favourites of the competi-
tion — Anastasia Poluyan and 
Dmitry Savin — becoming 
the winners. Anastasia Lev 
and Yegor Ryzhkov led in the 
2km youth races, while Alina 
Apanovich and Anton Tofov 
were the leaders in the junior 
category.

“In general, the leaders 
have confirmed their level,” 
the head coach of the national 
endurance team, Andrei Gor-
deev, concluded, summing up 
the results of the cross-country. 
“The fight between Sergei Pla-
tonov and Vyacheslav Skudny 
for gold was expected, as well 
as the struggle between Sergei 
Kravchenya and Aleksandr 
Sanko for third or fourth place. 
The women had a more tactical 
struggle at the 5km distance: 
they didn’t run very quickly 

over the first two or three kilo-
metres. If Tatiana Shabanova 
had increased the pace in the 
distance, she would have had 
every chance to win. Dmitry 
Savin and Anastasia Poluyan 
are leaders in the junior catego-
ry. It was interesting to watch 
the youth races. I won’t single 
out anyone yet, but I was very 
pleased with the uncompro-
mising struggle, in which the 
youngsters pulled out victories 
at the finish. This testifies to 
the character of the athletes. 
Any of the leaders of these 
races can prove themselves 
in future — they just need to 
work hard.”

The main prize — the Cup 
awarded by the SB. Belarus 
Segodnya Publishing House to 
the winner of the team compe-
tition — remains in Mogilev. 
Athletes of this region were 
the best for the fifth time in a 
row! Second place is taken by 
the team from the Grodno Re-
gion, followed by those from 
Minsk. Cups, medals, diplo-
mas and, of course, prizes from 
the newspaper have already 
found their owners, who are 
preparing very soon to appear 
on the tracks. Some athletes 
have plans to fight for Olympic 
qualification, while others — 
for the selection to the Europe-
an Athletics Team Champion-
ships. The season has started: it 
will only get more interesting.

 Arina Sobolenko wins a repre-
sentative tournament in Madrid

The Belarusian rose from seventh 
to fourth place in the updated ranking 
of the Women's Tennis Association 
(WTA). This is her best position in 
her entire career. Last week, the best 
Belarusian tennis player won the pres-
tigious tournament in Madrid, beating 
the world first seed — Ashleigh Barty 
of Australia — in the decisive match. 
After this success, Arina Sobolenko 

scored 6,195 points.
The former world number one, Vic-

toria Azarenko, is in 16th position in 
the WTA rankings, with 3,526 points. 
Aleksandra Sasnovich is ranked 103rd, 
with 788 points. Olga Govortsova has 
586 points and occupies 391st position.

 Aleksandr Lukashenko  
and President of the 
National Olympic 
Committee discuss 
the preparation of 
Belarusian athletes 
for the Tokyo Olympics

The President of Belarus, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, held a working meeting 
with the President of the National Olym-
pic Committee, Viktor Lukashenko. The 
Head of State firstly asked about the 

preparation of Belarusian athletes for 
participation in the upcoming Summer 
Olympics in Tokyo, “What is the situa-
tion at the moment, what is happening 
with our qualifications, what do our ath-
letes look like against the background  
of the future Olympics?” 

The sides also discussed the state  
of affairs in the sports industry as a 
whole, co-operation with the Internation-
al Olympic Committee and other major 
sports organisations.

 Belarus' freestyle wrestler Ma-
gomedkhabib Kadimagomedov 
claims Olympic place

The Belarusian defeated Arsalan 
Budazhapov of Kyrgyzstan — 5:1 — in 
the opener and then secured a solid win 
over Mihail Sava of Moldova — 11:1. 

In the quar-
ter-finals, 
the Bela-
rusian saw 
o f f  2 0 1 6 
O l y m p i c 
b r o n z e 
meda l l i s t 
Soner Demirtas of Turkey — 8:4. In the 
semi-finals, the Belarusian wrestler beat 
the 2021 European champion, Taimuraz 
Salkazanov of Slovakia.

According to the competition rules, 
athletes who reach the finals qualify for 
the Olympic Games. The Belarusian 
freestyle wrestling team have so far won 
four Olympic places, including those 
by Ali Shabanau (86kg), Aleksandr  
Gurshtyn (97kg) and Denis Khromen-
kov (125kg).

A R E N A

An exciting fight up to the last few metres of 
the distance, hugs at the finish line and big 
plans for the future: Mogilev has hosted the 
finals of the All-Belarusian Track and Field 
Cross-Country Race for prizes awarded by 
the SB. Belarus Segodnya newspaper
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The stork is a symbol of peace, prosperity and well-being. Town of Surazh, Vitebsk District.
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On May 15th, 
1971, the Francysk 
Skaryna Belarusian 
Library and Museum 
opened in London, 
containing about 
40,000 volumes 

of books and sets of newspapers and 
magazines. These include rare Belarusian 
editions from the Vilnya and Supralsk 
printing houses, as well as the first editions 
of collections by Bogdanovich, Builo, Kupala 
and other Belarusian writers. The museum 
exhibits samples of Belarusian folk weaving 
and embroidery, Slutsk sashes, a collection 
of coins of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, 
alongside paintings and graphic works by 
famous Belarusian artists.

May 15th is 
International 
Day of Families, 
celebrated annually 
since 1994 in 
accordance with the 
resolution of the UN 
General Assembly 
of September 20th, 1993. Family Day is 
celebrated in the Republic of Belarus.

May 15th is Day of 
Physical Culture and 
Sports Professionals 
in the Republic of 
Belarus, celebrated 
every third Saturday 

in May. This holiday unites everyone who 
is keen on an active lifestyle and favours 
strength, movement, dexterity, solidarity 
and the will-to-win spirit.

On May 16th, 1911, 
Vasil Vitka was born (true 
name Timofey Krysko) 
— a Belarusian poet and 
Honoured Figure of Culture 
of Belarus. Satirical poems, 
parodies and epigrams 
occupy a significant place 

in his creativity. He is the author of the 
collections, entitled Loyalty, The Rose and 
the Bayonet, Seeing Off the Summer, etc. 
He also translated separate works of M. 
Saltykov-Shchedrin, V. Mayakovsky, and L. 
Tolstoy into Belarusian. Vasil Vitka was a 
laureate of the State Prize of Belarus and 
was also awarded an honorary diploma of 
the international jury for the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award, with the poet’s name 
being included in the honorary list of the 
Danish writer. He died in 1996.

On May 16th, 
1986, the Maksim 
Bogdanovich 
Museum opened 
in Grodno, in the 
house where the 
Bogdanovich family 
lived. The museum displays objects of 
spiritual and material culture associated 
with the life and work of M. Bogdanovich, 

including personal belongings of the poet, 
originals of photographs of the Bogdanovich 
family and originals of the author’s 
collection Wreath — published in 1913.

On May 18th, 1906, the first legal 
Belarusian publishing company — Zaglyane 
Sontsa i u Nasha Akontsa [The Sun will 
Also Look into Our Window] — was founded 
in St. Petersburg, existing until 1914 and 
pursuing educational tasks. It published 
38 titles of books with a total circulation 
of more than 100,000 copies in Latin 

and Cyrillic, 
including the 
first textbooks 
in the modern 
Belarusian 
language: 
Belarusian ABC 

Book, or the First Reading for Children 
of Belarusians by K. Kaganets, The First 
Reading for Children of Belarusians by 
Tetka, as well as works by Yanka Kupala 
and Yakub Kolas, fiction and postcards.

May 18th is International Museum Day, 
held by the decision of the 11th General 
Conference of the International Council of 
Museums, that took 
place in May 1977. It 
was first celebrated 
in 1978. At present, 
more than 20,000 
museums around 
the world celebrate 

this holiday. On this day, many museums 
around the world open their doors to 
everyone free of charge and prepare new 
exhibitions, thematic lectures, excursions, 
scientific readings and thematic festivals, 
the most famous of which is the Night of 
Museums.

On May 20th, 1916, 
Aleksei Maresyev was born 
(1916-2001) — a legendary 
Soviet pilot, Hero of the 
Soviet Union, colonel and 
candidate of historical 
sciences. From the very 
beginning of the Great 
Patriotic War, he was at the 

front. In March 1942, during an air battle, 
he was shot down, seriously wounded, and 
crawled to the front line for 18 days. After a 
leg amputation, he mastered his prostheses 
and returned to aviation. Aleksei Maresyev 
shot down 7 more planes (11 in total). In 
total, he flew 86 sorties.

May 20th is World 
Metrology Day, 
celebrated by 
UNESCO’s decision 
since 2001. In 
1875, in Paris, the 
plenipotentiary 
representatives of 18 countries of the world 
signed the Metre Convention (Convention 
du Mètre) ‘to ensure international unity and 
improve the metric system’.
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