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Pictures and  
their artists 
worthy of an art 
encyclopaedia 96BelAZ marks 70th 

anniversary and 
is ready for new 
achievements 

Three days of conversations  
and substantial negotiations

The President of Belarus paid a working visit to Russia, with the 
development of Belarusian-Russian relations and prospects for Eurasian 
integration high on the agenda at the top-level meetings in Sochi

President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, and President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, in Sochi
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Belarus will be happy to 
see Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi on a visit 
in 2019, the Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of Belarus to Egypt Sergey 
Rachkov said in an interview 
with the Middle East News 
Agency MENA.

When asked about the 
preparations for the forth-
coming visit of the Egyptian 
President to Belarus, the dip-
lomat noted that the visit will 
be an extremely important 
political event in the bilateral 
relations of the two countries. 
“Belarus will prepare a rich 
programme of the visit of the 
Egyptian Head of State in or-
der to demonstrate the potential 
of Belarus as an important and 
reliable partner of Egypt in the 
Eastern European region,” as-
sured Mr. Rachkov.

However, industrial co-op-
eration currently represents 
the core of Belarus-Egypt 
relations. Now our country 
is interested in advancing 

collaboration with Egyptian 
companies in implementing 
such projects as the Egyptian 
Truck, the Egyptian Tractor, 
the Egyptian Harvester, and 
the Egyptian Electric Bus. All 
these are expected to result 
in the establishment of enter-
prises to make these goods 
through reliance on Belaru-
sian expertise and technolo-
gies with a maximum rate of 
production localisation.

Cairo has recently hosted 
the 5th session of the Belaru-
sian-Egyptian Inter-govern-
mental Commission, tackling 
the development of co-opera-
tion in trade and investments, 
production sector, agricul-
ture, pharmaceuticals, trans-
port, finance, information and 
communication technologies, 
woodworking, energy, science, 

education, environmental pro-
tection, sport and tourism, 
healthcare and culture.

At the same time, Mr. Ra-
chkov paid attention that the 
Belarusian side hopes for the 
removal of a range of barriers 
by Egypt, which are still pres-
ent in the relations between 
the countries. In particular, 
the Ambassador hopes for ac-
celeration of registration of a 
number of Belarusian enter-
prises and their trademarks 
at the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry and the Healthcare 
Ministry of Egypt. Moreover, 
the diplomat is confident that 
providing Belarusian citizens 
with a right to receive visa 
on arrival in the Cairo Inter-
national Airport will activate 
business contacts and collab-
oration.

Rich programme  
and big plans 

prepared
President of Egypt plans  
to visit Belarus in 2019

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Belarus and Monaco discuss mu-
tual opening of honorary consul-
ates

The Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Belarus to France 
with concurrent accreditation to Spain, 
Portugal and Monaco, Pavel Latush-
ko, (who finishes his diplomatic mis-
sion) comments in an interview to The 
Times Magazine. “Honorary consulates 
can become one of the instruments that 
promote co-operation. Their opening in 
both countries is under discussion,” said 
the diplomat.

Even though Belarus and Monaco 
only recently established diplomatic 
relations (in April 2016), the history of 
bilateral interaction started much earli-
er. “In 1935, Prince Louis II of Monaco 
visited Nesvizh Castle at the invitation 
of Albrycht Radziwill,” explains the 
diplomat. “One of the reasons for his 
visit was hunting. Perhaps, they also 
discussed relations between the two 
well-known European families, as well 
as issues of wider collaboration.”

Mr. Latushko noted that today, one 
of Belarus’ major priorities is economic 
diplomacy. “We’re keen to develop rela-
tions with the Monaco Economic Board. 
The first Belarus-Monaco Business Fo-
rum took place on January 30th, 2018. 
We’ve agreed to hold another forum in 
Belarus in 2019,” he added.

Instruments for 
collaboration

By Alexey Nikolaev

Belarus’ Foreign Minister 
Vladimir Makei hopes that 
the EU will abolish all re-
strictions from Belarus

Belarus’ relations with 
western countries are improv-
ing, with positive dynamics 
observed in the trade-econom-
ic sphere. According to Mr. 
Makei, for Belarus, sanctions 
are an especially sensitive top-
ic, as they have been putting 
pressure on the Belarusian 
economy for two decades. Par-
tial bans have been abolished 
or ceased and there’s hope that 
common sense will finally pre-
vail.

“In February 2019, sanc-
tions will be revised, and the 
European Union will consider 
the remaining sanctions re-
garding Belarus. We hope that 
rational opinions will dominate 
and sooner or later this will be 
eliminated and removed from 

our agenda,” asserted Mr. 
Makei.

Moreover, at present, a 
range of programmes are be-
ing implemented in the country 
with participation of the capital 
of the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development 
and the European Investment 
Bank.

“In general, more than $2bn 
of such projects have been real-
ised,” adds the Minister.

Trade turnover with the EU 
is also growing, with growth 
exceeding 20 percent over 
eleven months. The EU states 
account for almost a third of 
Belarusian exports. Such a 
tendency enables us to come 
closer to an ideal model of 
export for the country, which 
was stipulated by Alexander 
Lukashenko: a third of Belaru-
sian goods should be sold to the 
EAEU states, a third should go 
to Europe and a third to other 
foreign states.

Sanctions are a 
thing of the past

By Yevgeny Romanchuk

According to the data of the OAG 
international research company, Bela-
rus’ major air harbour lands and de-
parts more than 92.4 percent of flights 
exactly on schedule. This has ensured 
the airport has become the most punc-
tual in the world.

“We achieve such successes not 
only due to the exact departure times 
of flights. All airport operations are 
important here: servicing of pas-
sengers, the dispatch of cargoes and 
mail,” explains the press secretary 
of Minsk National Airport. “Howev-

er, the well-coordinated work of the 
whole personnel team provides our 
record punctuality.”

Minsk Airport was assessed in the 
category of small: from two to five mil-
lion seats. Among the ‘medium-sized’ 
hubs, the national airport of Panama 
took the lead (91.1 percent of on-time 
performance) while that in Osaka was 
recognised as the most punctual among 
the ‘big’ airports (88.2 percent).

Meanwhile, as far as the most 
non-punctual airport is concerned, 
according to OAG, last year, it was 
the TAP Portugal where 42 percent of 
flights were out of schedule.

Exactly on schedule
Minsk National Airport named 
the most punctual in the world

By Olga Korneeva

Parliament of Russia ratifies agree-
ment with Belarus on visa-free re-
gime for 2nd European Games fans

The upper chamber of the Russian 
Parliament — the Council of the Federa-
tion — at its plenary session, has ratified 
the Belarusian-Russian intergovernmen-
tal agreement on issues relating to the 
entry of foreign visitors to attend large 
international sporting events. The docu-
ment has also previously been ratified by 
the State Duma of Russia.

This agreement was signed in Minsk 
on May 29th, 2018. The document reg-
ulates the entry of foreigners and state-
less persons traveling to attend interna-
tional large sporting events, including 
the forthcoming 2nd European Games 
in Minsk. The document has already 
been temporarily applied since June 
1st, 2018, and it was in force during the 
2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia.

In accordance with the agreement, 
foreign citizens and stateless persons 
traveling to attend large international 
sporting events in one of the two states 
can enter, depart, stay and transit through 
the territory of the other state without vi-
sas, using a valid ID and a ticket for an 
international sporting event.

The agreement will be valid from 
July 10th, 2019. The 2nd European 
Games will take place in Minsk from 
June 21st-30th, 2019.

Without excessive 
formalities
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As far as Vladimir Putin is concerned, the President of Russia 
was pleased with the talks with his Belarusian colleague. The 
Russian Head of State noted as he chatted to journalists, “We’ve 
done some good work.” The President of the Russian Federa-
tion also recalled that, in December 2019, we’re celebrating the 
20th anniversary of the Union State Treaty. “We agreed with the 
President of Belarus that we would analyse everything that was 
done in recent times. We’ll synchronise watches on the integra-
tion agenda, also considering that other integration processes 
are developing in parallel, including the EAEU,” he noted. Mr. 
Putin noted that the meetings aimed to analyse agreements 
reached and consider any goals not yet implemented, to con-
sult with colleagues from various areas and determine the most 
important and realistic tasks. 

The presidents concluded their meeting by appearing to-
gether on the ice to play ice hockey in the Sochi Shaiba Arena.

I N  C O N C L U S I O N

By Vasily Kharitonov

Synchronisation of watches on  
the international agenda

Krasnaya Polyana, near Sochi, hosted 
a meeting between the presidents of Bela-
rus and Russia — the first this year; though 
contact between the two heads of state in 
recent months has been intensive. Alex-
ander Lukashenko addressed his Russian 
colleague, saying that, “In the context of 
the international agenda, Belarus-Russia 
relations are inviolable, no matter what 
some people might say or write. We don’t 
have to tell you this. We know it well.”

Vladimir Putin’s response echoed the 
sentiment, “For us, Belarus is a most im-
portant strategic partner and ally. For me 
it’s crucial to synchronise watches with 
the President of Belarus regarding these 
issues, including those dealing with inte-
gration within the post-Soviet space.”

The high level of Belarusian-Russian 
relations is evident, as we’re closely co-op-
erating in all spheres: politics, the econ-
omy, defence, social issues and culture. 
Mutual trade turnover is also growing and, 
last year, it exceeded $35bn. This collab-
oration is a two-way street, confirmed by 
Mr. Lukashenko, who stressed, “I appreci-
ate your support for our economy. I often 
say that Belarus’ economy is the finishing 
assembly shop of the Russian economy. 
Some 60-70 percent of raw materials and 
component parts for our mechanical engi-
neering industry and oil processing come 
from Russia. Supporting us, you support 
those 35-40 million people (and their fam-
ilies) who work at the Russian companies 
that supply their products to Belarus.”

Of course, issues always arise dur-
ing such close interaction, but Mr. 
Lukashenko doesn’t see a problem in this, 
“We’ve always managed to reach agree-
ments. It is not a big problem for us.”

In general, the President of Russia 
asserted that Belarusian-Russian rela-
tions are developing and strengthening, 
with Russia remaining Belarus’ largest 
trade-economic partner. Financial rela-
tionships are also growing, and, in recent 
years, the Belarusian side has been allo-
cated a large volume of loans, including 
as part of the EAEU.

“In this regard, I’d like to note that 
Belarus is very disciplined in the financial 
respect and fulfils its obligations. This en-
ables us to work on large projects. I refer 
to the construction of the nuclear power 
station which is in its final stage. This also 
allows us to develop relations of a purely 
trade character in various areas, including 
agriculture, which accounts for more than 
34 percent of the total supplies to Rus-
sia. I know that we do have some issues. 
However, as befits between friends, I hope 
these problems will be solved,” noted Mr. 
Putin.

He also focussed on one of the most 
important spheres for co-operation, power 
engineering. “The supplies of hydrocar-
bons — oil and gas — are preserved at 
the level we’ve agreed with you.”

After business negotiations involving 
members of the governments, the heads 
of state went on the ski slope together. 
None of the visitors to the Krasnaya Pol-
yana could imagine that they would have 

a chance to ski with the two presidents. 
Alexander Lukashenko and Vladimir 
Putin were in elevated mood and were 
immediately surrounded by sporting am-
ateurs taking photos and videos.

Nuances of an informal meeting
At the negotiations, Mr. Lukashenko 

and Mr. Putin confirmed their commit-
ment to allied relations and expressed 
confidence that any problematic issues 
will find solutions. Global politics was 
also tackled in Sochi, which hosted a tri-
lateral summit on the Syrian settlements, 
involving the presidents of Russia, Tur-
key and Iran. The President of Belarus 
also met the participants of the summit. 
Alexander Lukashenko, Vladimir Putin, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Hassan Rou-
hani conducted an informal meeting and 
drank tea together.

During the summit, the participants 
discussed further joint steps for long-term 
normalisation of the situation in Syria. 
One of the topics for negotiations was the 
situation in Idlib (the only large region of 
Syria which continues to be controlled by 
illegal military units). The President of 
Russia noted that a ceasefire is being ob-
served in practically the whole region of 
Syria, a result of the joint efforts of Mos-
cow, Ankara and Tehran. He also believes 
it’s important that the Syrian Constitution-
al Committee should launch its work in 
the nearest time. In general, the position 
of the summit participants is clear: prob-
lems of security in the north-east of Syria 
in the context of possible withdrawal of 
US troops should be solved exclusively 
based on strict observation of the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of the 
Arab republic. Moreover, the UN and the 
world community should actively provide 
humanitarian assistance to Syria without 
politicisation of the process.

In this respect Belarus sets a good 
example, as the country provides compre-
hensive support to Syria. In late December 
2018, on the instruction of the President, 
humanitarian cargo was again dispatched 
for the fourth time, including diesel gen-
erators, school supplies, clothes and foot-
wear, furniture, medications and food.

Of course, much still needs to be done 
to restore the Syrian economy and infra-
structure, destroyed during the military 
years, and Belarus is ready to help in this 
process. The big negotiation marathon 
continued in Sochi, with Mr. Lukashenko 
and Mr. Putin, together with profile min-
isters visiting the Sirius Education Centre, 
where they discussed collaboration in ed-
ucation, culture and sports.

Important statements 
The topic of tax manoeuvre wasn’t 

discussed during the meeting with the 
President of Russia in Sochi, noted the 
President of Belarus, answering journal-
ists’ questions. Nevertheless, he added 
that the two sides will work towards this 
issue. “We’ll return to the tax issue; along-
side this we do have other problems which 
cannot be solved by anyone else.” said Mr. 
Lukashenko. He also described the agree-
ment previously reached with Vladimir 
Putin to look at the development of rela-
tions as part of the Union State, including 
the Union State Treaty. “We openly say to 
each other that we won’t be here forever 
and there will be a time when we leave. 
What will we leave to our children? How 
will they continue our politics? This can 
only worry us, as politicians,” said Mr. 
Lukashenko.

The President of Belarus noted the 
important meaning of sovereignty for any 

state, “Why do we need to raise issues of 
the sovereignty of Belarus and Russia? 
It’s sacred. We don’t have a problem of 
sovereignty [in the relations of the two 
countries].”

Mr. Lukashenko said that the two 
sides proceed from the fact that today 
there are two states, “You know how they 
formed. It was not us, President Putin 
and me, who initiated the collapse of the 
USSR. We have an equal position regard-
ing this issue.”

As proof of existing close relations 
between Belarus and Russia, Alexander 
Lukashenko cited statements voiced by 
the ministers of culture, sports and edu-
cation. “We have no discord,” he empha-
sised. “If we take Ukraine, for example, 
also a Slavonic state, what a gap has 
emerged over several years! We speak 
one and the same language and equally 
understand each other’s problems.” He 
continued, “I think that my colleagues and 
friends will agree. We’re ready to unify the 
efforts of our states and nations. However, 
it’s a question of whether you [Russians 
and Belarusians] are ready for this. If you 
aren’t ready, however powerful and huge 
Russia is, it’s unable to impose its will on 
anyone.”

“So, you should be prepared. In your 
consciousness, your behaviour and the 
goals in front of you. We’re your serv-
ants,” continued Mr. Lukashenko.

Three days of 
conversations, including 
substantial negotiations

Meeting at Sirius Education Centre
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There’s obviously much to be proud of
Belaruskali produced a record amount of fertilisers last year
By Alexey Fedosov

“For the first time in its his-
tory, Belaruskali produced over 
12 million tonnes of high-qual-
ity mineral fertilisers per year,” 
noted Belaruskali’s Director 
General Ivan Golovaty. He also 
talked about investment projects 
and innovative projects, whose 
implementation will open new 
prospects for the company. For 
instance, Belaruskali has started 
building a factory to make po-
tassium nitrate, together with 
the Chinese company Migao. 
“In addition to making innova-
tive products for our company, 
it will make import-substituting 
products for Belarus,” explained 
Mr. Golovaty.

The investment project to 
build the Petrikov mining and 
processing factory is nearing 
completion; an industrial band 
of potash salt in the new mine 
field was reached. The sinking 
of the first and second shafts are 

expected to be finished in Febru-
ary. “I believe that work to fine-
tune the factory equipment’s op-
eration under load will begin in 
December 2019. The new facil-
ity will take three years to reach 
the designed output capacity, 

raising the output every year,” 
added Mr. Golovaty.

The development of existing 
mines will rely on the develop-
ment of new producing horizons. 
In general, the programme to de-
velop Belaruskali’s ore reserves 
allows us to believe that the re-
serves of Belarusian potash salts 
will last for at least 120 years.

Belaruskali will contin-
ue paying close attention to 
the development of the social 

sphere — not only in Soligorsk 
District but also in the town of 
Petrikov where four residential 
buildings and a hall of residence 
will be commissioned in 2019. 
Taking into account the houses 
that have been already built, the 
number of apartments for work-
ers of the Petrikov mining and 
processing factory will be 434. 
Thus, 70-80 percent of the work-
ers will have homes in the early 
stage of the new factory’s life. 
There are plans to commission 
a new children’s day-care centre 
by September 2020. An accom-
plishment and beautification 
programme has been developed 
for the Petrikov District, with 
Belaruskali donating money for 
this purpose.

Motor fuel has 
passed tests 
successfully
100 octane gasoline first 
produced in Belarus
By Olga Korneeva

AI-100-K5-Euro was developed to be used in 
engines of automobiles of any type, where the man-
ufacturers recommend the use of an octane number 
of at least 95. New gasoline from the Mozyr Oil 
Refinery can be used in any standard vehicles. 

The use of AI-100-K5-Euro enhances engine 
efficiency which leads to improved speed in the 
vehicle. The engine works more efficiently in a 
bigger range of revolutions which is ensured by 
high anti-knock and anti-welding properties, in-
cluding enhanced temperature requirements.

In particular, the application of AI-100-K5-
Euro allows maximum power while facilitating 
starting and reducing specific fuel consumption. 
In addition, a reduced sulphur, benzene and ar-
omatic hydrocarbons content reduces corrosion 
on car parts. According to the Mozyr Oil Refin-
ery, a balanced composition of the fuel reduces 
harmful emissions into atmosphere.

It’s expected that the new type of gasoline 
will soon become available at Belarusian fuel 
stations, as well as that to be exported. The pro-
duction of the new fuel has been made possible 
thanks to the modernisation of production facili-
ties and the introduction of modern technologies.

According to the 
comprehensive 
programme

By Oleg Bogomazov

The growth of hydrocarbon re-
serves should completely compen-
sate for extraction. Overcoming the 
imbalance between extraction and 
reserves growth is to be the focus 
of the company for the next few 
years. Such an ambitious task re-
quires intensive and extremely 
painstaking work from geologists 
with resources required across all are-
as. These include an increase in the oil 
recovery ratio, supplementary explo-
ration and prospective drilling.

Due to this comprehensive ap-
proach towards mastering of existing 
oil fields and new sites, alongside the 
launch of modern technologies, the 
enterprise has increased the share of 
industrial hydrocarbon reserves in the 
general structure, as well as the num-
ber of production wells.

Moreover, in the last five years, the 
major figures for geological and pros-

pecting works have been preserved 
at a stable high level. In general, last 
year, Belarus renewed the long-term 
records of prospect drilling and the 
volume of field seismic survey works 
using 3D methods. The efficiency of 
geological exploration is also nearing 
the maximum.

It’s expected that every fifth well 
drilled in 2019 by Berolusneft, will 

be useful for prospecting and explo-
ration. Searches for oil deposits will 
be focused in the central structural 
zone of the Pripyatsky Flexure: in 
the Severo-Omelkovshchinskaya, 
Makanovichskaya and Vostoch-
no-Makanovichskaya sites, as well 
as in the northern zone: at Ipovskaya 
and Pasechnaya subsalt structures.

Two areas are a priority for Be-
lorusneft: the preparation and search 
for new promising structures and the 
enhancement of the efficiency of ex-
ploration of the developed deposits. 
We’ve developed a comprehensive pro-
gramme of geological and prospecting 
works which envisages the mastering 
of traditional and substandard reserves. 
In order to activate the rates of extrac-
tion of all types of hard-to-recover re-
sources, the company has developed 
and is launching targeted technical and 
technological approaches,” empha-
sised the Deputy Director General for 
Geology, Piotr Povzhik.

This year, 
Belorusneft 
Production 
Association 
plans 
to increase 
oil extraction 
by 20,000 
tonnes 
compared 
to last year, 
reaching 
1.690m tonnes

At one of Belaruskali’s mines

AI-100-Euro gasoline enjoys demand

Here it is, black gold!
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By Alexey Fedosov

This opinion was voiced by 
Juan Marchetti, a Counsellor 
at the WTO Trade in Services 
Division. According to him, 
Belarus has met nearly all the 
requirements necessary to join 
the organisation. “Belarus has 
made substantial progress in 
its efforts to join the WTO. 
This pertains to the country’s 
strategic decisions, the legal 
framework and regulatory 
enforcement. Therefore, the 
Republic of Belarus is getting 
closer to WTO accession. Now, 
the country is in the final stage 
of talks,” said Mr. Marchetti.

As far as the plans of the 
Belarusian Government to join 
the WTO by mid-2020 are con-
cerned, Mr. Marchetti said that 
‘it’s certainly possible, because 
Belarus has more than a year to 
complete the negotiating pro-

cess’. The WTO representative 
believes that if Belarus makes 
every effort, rounds off the talks 
and reaches an agreement with 
WTO members, the accession 
will become a reality within 
the time frame specified. The 
issues to be addressed include 
talks on the trade in services 
while investment policy is an-
other area of focus.

It’s well-known that Minsk 
has hosted a national seminar 
on the WTO General Agree-
ment on Trade in Services 
(GATS). The event was organ-
ised by the Economy Ministry 
and the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Belarus jointly with the 
WTO Secretariat with support 
of the UNDP project, entitled 
Assisting the Government of the 
Republic of Belarus in Acces-
sion to the World Trade Organ-
isation through Strengthening 
National Institutional Capacity 

and Expertise. The seminar was 
aimed to improve the skills and 
knowledge of Belarusian gov-
ernment officials involved in 
talks, on the access to the mar-
ket of services in the context of 
the WTO accession.

Meanwhile, last week, Ge-
neva hosted 11th session of the 
World Trade Organization’s 
working party on Belarus’ ac-
cession. The delegation from 
Minsk which included repre-
sentatives of state bodies was 
headed by the First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Andrei Yev-
dochenko, who informed the 
participants about the develop-
ment of the Belarusian econo-
my, progress in moving along 
the way of joining the WTO and 
completion of the bilateral talks 
regarding access to the markets 
with four WTO member states. 
Mr. Yevdochenko called on the 
countries of the organisation 
to support Belarus’ efforts on 
speediest execution of the WTO 
membership which could take 
place during the WTO Minis-
terial Conference in June 2020.

The session was attended 
by representatives of around 70 
WTO member states. Repre-
sentatives of Australia, Argen-
tina, Armenia, Brazil, Vietnam, 
the EU, Kazakhstan, Canada, 
China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, the 
USA, Turkey, Ukraine, Swit-
zerland and other countries 
have supported the measures 
taken by the Belarusian Gov-
ernment to join the WTO and 
expressed readiness for active 
joint work in 2019. The next 
session of the working party is 
to be held till the end of summer 
2019.

Acceleration on the 
path to the WTO
The World Trade Organization 

believes that Belarus is 
highly likely to complete 

all the necessary accession 
procedures by mid-2020

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

The Belarusian centre will 
be working in the Centre of 
System Analysis and Strate-
gic Research at the National 
Academy of Sciences of Be-
larus, with Guangzhou Educa-
tion, Research and Technolo-
gy Company Wu Xing acting 
as a partner on the Chinese 
side. The goal of the centre’s 
creation is activation of the de-
velopment of Chinese studies 
in Belarus based on the latest 
achievements of science in the 
sphere of information technol-
ogies and the formation of a 
highly-professional environ-
ment in the area of Chinese 
studies in Belarus.

The centre is expected to 
have departments focusing on 
Chinese studies, computer se-
mantics, artificial intelligence 
systems and smart technolo-
gies. Aims of the new organ-
isation will include aiding Be-
larusian education institutions 
in teaching Chinese as a for-
eign language and disciplines 
relating to Chinese studies, 
providing enlightenment re-

garding Chinese material and 
spiritual culture, and promot-
ing Belarusian culture in a Chi-
nese language environment. 
The centre will be used to host 
research and development in 
the area of legal support for 
R&D co-operation. It will also 
monitor scientific research 
and the development efforts 
of a legal and innovative na-
ture for NASB organisations 
and Guangdong Province or-
ganisations. The facility will 
also work on proposals to be 
assimilated by the real sectors 
of the Belarusian and Chinese 
economies.

According to the press ser-
vice of the National Academy 
of Sciences, the new research 
organisation will ensure full 
participation of the Belarusian 
scientific community in events 
and projects relating to scien-
tific support and R&D support 
for the implementation of Chi-
na’s Belt and Road initiative. 
It will also contribute to the 
expansion of political, eco-
nomic, scientific, educational 
and cultural ties between Be-
larus and China.

Centre of smart 
technology
Agreement on the 
establishment of 
the Belarusian-
Chinese Research 
and Development 
Centre for Computer Semantics, 
Artificial Intelligence Systems 
and Smart Technologies Wu 
Xing signed at the National 
Academy of Sciences

By Oleg Bogomazov

First bank security with the 
use of blockchain technolo-
gy released in Belarus

An innovative technology, 
launched in the country’s bank-
ing system information network, 
created by the National Bank, 
was used to release bank secu-
rities. This software was devel-
oped by the Centre of Banking 
Technology JSC. The technol-
ogy enables the release of bank 
securities in electronic form, 

providing an opportunity to re-
ceive information about the sta-
tus of the security in real-time. 
Work to fulfil the transaction 
is reduced while the document 
flow is simplified, and processes 
connected with the delivery and 
accompaniment of the securities 
are accelerated.

In future, there are plans to 
organise the release and circula-
tion of bank securities based on 
blockchain technology, in favour 
of customs bodies, explained the 
National Bank.

The register of securities 
has been functioning in Belarus 
since April 2017 and contains in-
formation about those released. 
The register aims to perform an 
information function while also 
organising a transparent and effi-
cient system of providing authen-
ticity about the intentions of pay-
er and supplier and confirmation 
of trustworthiness of the bank 
which has released the security. 

Innovations embodied  
in a real product

By Olga Korneeva

BelAZ supplies heavy-duty 
dump trucks to the Philip-
pines for the first time

Six BelAZ-7555B heavy- 
duty dump trucks, with a load 
capacity of 55 tonnes, have been 
dispatched to the Philippines, 
with their assembly and launch 
completed in late December 
2018 on the island of Cebu. 
These vehicles are equipped 
with increased platforms, mul-
ti-disc oil cooled brakes and 
additional fuel filters. They will 

be used in the sand pit of a large 
cement plant, Cemex Philip-
pines APO Cement.

Entering the market of this 
island country has become pos-
sible due to an efficient policy 
of technique promotion, con-
ducted by the enterprise’s mar-
keting centre, as well as the 
methodical work of the compa-
ny’s dealer in the south-eastern 
region at BELAZIA PTE. LTD.

P.S. A modern portrait of 
BelAZ enterprise in the con-
text of its 70th anniversary is 
presented on pages 6-7.

To work in sand pits

Geneva hosted negotiations of Belarus’ joining the WTO
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are involved in the production of 
heavy machinery, as well as in-
dustrial tourism.

Guests love touring the gi-
gantic plant’s workshops, and 
getting behind the wheel on the 
test site. Those with a quirky 
sense of humour can even marry 
inside a BelAZ vehicle. Over the 
New Year holidays, children love 
meeting BelAZ’s Father Frost 
and, on February 14th, there are 
usually some men who take the 
opportunity to propose while on 
board a heavy vehicle.

This summer, famous ath-
letes Ole Einar Bjørndalen and 
Darya Domracheva toured the 
BelAZ site, watching the pro-
duction of super-heavyweight 
vehicles and driving the world’s 
biggest truck: the BelAZ 7571.

“It was interesting to expe-
rience what I’d previously only 
seen on television. Heavy-duty 
dump trucks are impressive, as 
is their manufacture. Belarus can 
be proud of them,” noted Ole 
Einar Bjørndalen with delight.

BelAZ marks 70th anniversary and is ready for new achievements 
By Kristina Khilko

Lego for giants
The plant is like a small 

town, filled with shops, can-
teens and production floors. It 
even has its own public trans-
port. The town of Zhodino has 
grown around the automobile 
giant and BelAZ has already 
celebrated its 70th anniversa-
ry. The settlement grew about 
fifty-five years ago and has be-
come a major industrial centre, 
despite having a population 
of just 60,000 people. It ac-
counts for a third of the world’s 
heavy-duty dump truck market, 
competing with US Caterpillar 
and Japanese Komatsu.

Viewing the assembly line, 
I could smell the aroma of 
metal and machine lubricant, 
while the ground trembled like 
a 4-magnitude earthquake. One 
of the gigantic machines had 
just been launched with a roar. 
The premises remind me of a 
huge Lego constructor, with 
wheels twice my height, huge 
cabins and bodies painted in 
branded yellow, able to carry 
200, 300 and even 450 tonnes.

“Of course, these are not the 
first Zhodino-made machines to 
be manufactured 
under the brand 
‘MAZ-535’ ,” 
workers near the 
assembly line 
boast ,  tel l ing 
me that the early 
models were of 
very simple con-
struction, using 
a hard-welded 
axle and with-
out hydraulic 
boosters or air 
suspension. “Driving through 
rocky pits, those vehicles shook 
so much that drivers had to re-
main standing. Meanwhile, the 
brake pads would often burn 
down and some devices broke 
because of the vibration.”

From Zimbabwe to the 
Philippines

World success came to Be-
lAZ in 1957, when a heavy-duty 
dump truck from Zhodino was 
brought to an international exhi-
bition in Copenhagen. Famous 
Danish newspaper, Politiken, 
featured a photo on its cover 
of businessman Henry Ford II 
examining the iron giant, cap-
tioned: ‘Undoubtedly, the West 
must raise its eyes to the East’. 
Over recent decades, BelAZ has 
expanded the load capacity of its 
vehicles from 27 to 450 tonnes. 
There have been over 550 mod-
ifications of heavy-duty dump 
truck, sold to all continents. In 
1995, the Mexican National In-
stitute of Marketing awarded Be-
lAZ the ‘International Diamond 
Star for Quality’.

In the last five years, the fac-
tory has shipped $3 billion of pro-
duce, with Belarusian ‘bogatyrs’ 
extracting diamonds, coal and 
other mineral resources in Zim-
babwe, Morocco, Bangladesh 
and the Philippines. The yel-
low-coloured ‘heavy-weighters’ 
now operate in Georgia, Romania 
and Jordan but Russia remains the 
major purchaser, buying around 
65 percent of BelAZ output.

“This year, we plan to set a 
record,” stresses director Piotr 
Parkhomchik. “We aim to ex-
ceed $1 billion of exports, selling 
at least 800 heavy-duty dump 
trucks with a load capacity of 90 
tonnes.”

Zhodino-made unmanned 
vehicle

The latest innovative loader 
(with a capacity of 136 tonnes) 
passed tests just recently, moving 
soil from a pit to another place. 
Of course, the vehicles isn’t as 
impressive as a 450-tonne model 

but it can operate 
without a driver. 
During the test, 
it was controlled 
remotely from 
Yekaterinburg, 
2,500km away.

Its high preci-
sion movements 
are ensured by its 
GPS-GLONASS 
system, enabling 
work under all 
w e a t h e r  c o n -

ditions. The first unmanned 
heavy-duty dump trucks will be 
supplied to Russia by the end 
of the year. The Union State 
venture uses a Russian 12-cyl-
inder new generation engine, 
produced at Ural Diesel Engine 

Plant, and cabins painted in Rus-
sian tricolour.

“The first order has been 
received for two vehicles with 
a load capacity of 136 tonnes; 
they’ll be going to the Siberian 
Coal Energy Company in Octo-
ber and November,” comments 
Mr. Parkhomchik. “A robotised 
heavy-duty dump truck costs 
$200-250 thousand more than an 
ordinary truck but should pay for 
itself within six months.” Min-

ing work is dangerous, and pits 
are located in extreme zones, so 
it makes sense to spare drivers 
from risk.

Specialists will be able to 
conduct remote diagnostics and 
give recommendations on timely 
repair and maintenance, helping 
reduce servicing costs.

Heart and flaming engine
Producers of the world’s 

biggest heavy-duty dump trucks 

Career growth over the decades 

In 1948, near Zhodino railway 
station, the first Torfmash Peat 

Mechanic Engineering Plant workshop 
was built. Three years later, it began 
to produce road and ameliorative 

machinery: sprinkler trucks and brush 
breakers. Torfmash then became 
Dormash, with its first heavy-duty 
dump truck (the MAZ-525) able to 

carry 25 tonnes. It was manufactured 
on November 5th, 1958, on 

the eve of the October Revolution 
anniversary. However, design 

began in 1947, at Yaroslavl’s 
Automobile Works. In April 1958, 

the enterprise was renamed as the 
Belarusian Automobile Works.

H I S T O R Y

Belarusian  
transformers
By Victoria Puzatko

Designers develop elec-
tric cargo vehicles
The Belarusian automobile 
giant is currently creating 
electric quarry machinery 
with support from the Ca-
nadian Government. In the 
1960s, BelAZ produced elec-
tric cargo trolleybuses but 
recharging is problematic, 
since accumulators only last 
four hours. Together with 
international mining com-
pany ArcelorMittal, BelAZ 
plans to create accumu-
lator batteries able to last 
eight hours — enough for 
a working shift. Meanwhile, 
recharging will take just half 
an hour — a record for this 
class of vehicles.
BelAZ has already entered 
the Guinness Book of 
Records with its 450-tonne 
heavy-duty dump truck, 
which can weigh up to 
810 tonnes fully loaded. 
Provided with six engines, 
it’s the world’s largest 
capacity truck, but plans 
are already afoot to manu-
facture a 550-tonne version. 
Specialists in Japan are also 
involved in the designing 
of a 550-tonne heavy-duty 
dump truck; the develop-
ment will be ready within 
three years.
“The tyres need to be able 
to withstand colossal loads,” 
explain Zhodino design-
ers. “We’re ready to create a 
1,000-tonne quarry vehicle, 
if we have the right tyres!”
New technologies are 
changing the face of en-
terprises, with seven world 
digital companies compet-
ing for the right to create 
a modern system of fully 
automated production for 
BelAZ. Unmanned technol-
ogy, using robots, shouldn’t 
result in job losses, but will 
improve efficiency.

R E F E R E N C E

By Yulia Matuzova

The Interior Ministry has 
simplified the registration 
procedure for foreign citi-
zens, allowing them to stay in 
Belarus without registration 
for ten days, and allowing 
them to submit their address 
online, free of charge.

For tourist information
In August, my relatives 

from the USA came to visit, 
taking advantage of the 30-day 
visa-free window. We decided 
to spend five days in Minsk 
and then a week in Polotsk. 
However, my guests were in-
trigued by the need to register 
their ‘place of stay’.

Not  knowing what  to 
answer, I addressed Vitaly 
Naumchik, the First Deputy 
Head of the Citizenship and 
Migration Department of the 
Interior Ministry of Belarus. 
He tells us, “Registration has 
existed in our country since 
Soviet times, to help security 
provision, for citizens and the 
state. It’s important for us to 
track migration flow and to 
understand who comes to us. 
Unfortunately, some foreign-
ers commit crimes. Incidental-
ly, our country isn’t the only 
one using an obligatory reg-
istration procedure. They also 
do so in the Czech Republic, 
in Germany and in some CIS 
states.”

Citizens of Ukraine, Lat-
via, Lithuania, Estonia and 
Kazakhstan can stay in Be-
larus for thirty days without 
registration while Russians 
may stay for ninety days. 
Those from other countries 
are obliged to register at their 
place of stay within five days. 
If they book in at a hotel, san-
atorium or agro-estate, they’re 
automatically registered dur-
ing check-in but, if they rent a 
flat, they need to apply to the 
local department for citizen-
ship and migration.

A step forward
Last year, the Interior Min-

istry decided to simplify the 
procedure, to promote tourism 
and enhance the country’s in-
vestment attractiveness.

Mr. Naumchik adds, “The 
decision on visa-free entrance 

testifies to the fact that we’re 
opening up to the world. We 
need to soften migration rules 
and make procedures as con-
venient as possible. It would 
then be a welcome return step 
for the European Union to 
simplify entry for our citizens, 
since Belarus doesn’t pose a 
migration threat to the EU (as 

proven by the large number of 
visas annually issued by Euro-
pean states to our citizens).”

One of the Interior Minis-
try’s initiatives is to extend the 
five-day registration window to 
ten days. However, it’s taking 
time to pass the relevant legis-
lation, so the move is unlikely 
to come into law before the end 
of the year. Meanwhile, from 
January online registration is 
to become available to a wide 
public, free of charge.

“The Sports and Tourism 
Ministry is pleased by these 
moves to simplify the registra-
tion procedure for foreigners,” 
notes Vitaly Gritsevich, the 
Deputy Director of the Tour-
ism Department. “We’ve been 
working towards extending the 
period during which foreigners 
can stay without registration. 
Most arriving for tourist pur-
poses stay fewer than ten days 
so, when these changes enter 
into force, such tourists won’t 
need to register at all. We’d like 
registration to be abolished but 

simplification of this procedure 
is a step forward. We’re now 
eager to make online registra-
tion easy and convenient for 
our country’s guests. We’d like 
information about electronic 
registration to appear on key 
websites visited by foreigners 
and in various languages, of 
course.”

Necessary to study the 
rules

Natalia Yurenkova, a pass-
port officer with the Citizenship 
and Migration Department of 
Minsk’s Sovetsky District, who 
issues registration for tourism 
and private trips, has a pile of 
multi-coloured passports on 
her table. After introducing the 
30-day visa-free regime, the 
number of foreign guests ap-
plying to their department has 
doubled.

“It peaked last August,” 
she explains. “We registered 
around 1,200 people, then 
about 500 in October. Most 
were arriving from Western 
European states: Germany, It-
aly and the UK.

The Interior Ministry as-
serts that, before visiting any 
country, it’s important to study 
the rules. Information about 
registration procedure is placed 
on the department’s website 
and is declared during border 
crossing, as well as at Belaru-
sian embassies.

Online registration 
has finally launched

We manufacture the 
widest line-up of heavy-duty 
dump trucks in the world. 
Over its history, BelAZ has 
supplied goods to eighty 
countries. These days, we dai-
ly supply over thirty countries 
while implementing a range 
of breakthrough projects to 
strengthen our industrial and 
technological potential.

Piotr 
PARKHOMCHIK, 

Director General 
of BELAZ-Holding 

Management 
Company:

D I R E C T  S P E E C H

From this 
January, 
visitors to 
Belarus 
are able to 
register their 
place of stay 
online

Natalia Yurenkova, a passport officer with the Citizenship 
and Migration Department of one of Minsk’s districts, 

issues registration for tourism and private trips
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New government data on 
temperatures around the world 
offers cold comfort to those who 
hope that global warming is on 
the wane. The data, released by 
NASA and the National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), shows that 2018 
was the fourth-hottest year since 
1880, the earliest year for which 
reliable global temperature data 
is available. The three hottest 
years on record were 2015, 
2016 and 2017.

“In fact, the warmest five 
years in the record are just the 
last five years,” noted Gavin 
Schmidt, Director of NASA’s 

Goddard Institute for Space 
Studies in New York City. “The 
long-term trends toward warm-
er temperatures are clear and 
continuing.”

The average global surface 
temperature has risen about 1 
degree Celsius since the 1880s, 
NASA data showed. NOAA, 
which uses different baselines 
and analyses the data differently, 
found that global temperatures 
in 2018 were 0.79 degrees C 
above the 20th century average.

The new report makes it 
clear that ‘global warming 
shows no sign of slowing down 
or stopping’, Kristina Dahl, a 

senior climate scientist at the 
Union of Concerned Scientists, 
said.

Because weather patterns 
vary around the world, not 
every region experienced the 
same warming trend. Trends 
were strongest in the polar re-
gions, which have seen contin-
ued loss of sea ice in the Arctic 
and shrinkage of the Greenland 
and Antarctic ice sheets. The 
temperature data was gath-
ered by thousands of weather 
stations around the world and 
then analysed to correct for 
any skewing of data that might 
be caused by the proximity of 

heat-producing urban areas or 
other conditions.

There’s broad agreement 
among scientists that global 
warming is caused principally 
by human activity. In particu-
lar, the burning of fossil fuels 
boosts atmospheric levels of 
carbon dioxide and other so-
called greenhouse gases, which 
raises temperatures by trapping 
heat from the sun that other-
wise would flow into space. 
Coal-burning power plants are 
the biggest polluters in the US, 
followed by exhaust-spewing 
cars, trucks and other gaso-
line-powered vehicles.

Global warming shows 
not a single sign of slowing

Materrials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

The European Commission an-
nounced plans to keep the rail link 
with Britain through the Channel 
Tunnel open on current terms for 
three months after a no-deal Brexit 
in an effort to minimise disruption 
expected from any abrupt split

The United Kingdom is on track to 
leave the European Union on March 29th 
without a deal unless Prime Minister The-
resa May can convince the bloc to amend 
the divorce deal she agreed last year and 
get it approved by British lawmakers.

The proposal by the European Un-
ion’s executive arm would extend safety 
authorisations for the Channel Tunnel rail 

link, provided that the UK also maintained 
identical safety standards.

“This will ensure the protection of 
rail-passengers, the safety of citizens 
and will avoid major disruptions of 
cross-border rail operations and shuttle 
services after the UK’s withdrawal,” the 
Commission said in a statement, adding 
that three months should be sufficient 
time for new permanent agreements to 
be agreed. Its proposal, which must be 
approved by EU member states and the 
European Parliament, follows a slew of 
other contingency plans dealing with is-
sues ranging from student exchanges and 
social benefits to air and road traffic.

Alphabet Inc’s Google has 
hired more than a dozen 
microchip engineers in 
Bengaluru, India, in recent 
months and plans to rapidly 
add more, as the search firm 
expands its programme to 
design the guts of its devices 
internally

The Bengaluru site, which 
has not been previously re-
ported, makes Google the first 
among the handful of big Inter-
net platform companies devel-
oping their own chips to estab-
lish a team for those efforts in 
what has become a leading hub 
for semiconductor design over 
the last two decades.

Jim McGregor, who follows 
the semiconductor industry for 
Tirias Research, said since most 
traditional chipmakers long have 
had large presences in Bengalu-
ru, it made sense for the indus-
try’s new players to start follow-
ing to find experts.

“Everyone tries to keep 
things close to home when start-
ing out, but when you reach a 
certain level of success you have 
to expand out,” McGregor said.

Since 2014, Google has de-
signed computer server chips for 
its data centres and an image pro-
cessing chip for its Pixel smart-
phones. Its aim is to create more 
powerful and efficient devices 
by customising key components 
that traditionally came from firms 
such as Intel Corp.

In Bengaluru, Google has 
hired at least 16 engineering 
veterans and four talent recruit-
ers for its ‘gChips’ team from 
traditional chipmakers.

EU announces plans to keep 
Channel Tunnel rail link open

extends 
chip-making 

efforts

A 28-member commission came to 
the agreement after 21 hours of talks. 
Those taking part said it was an impor-
tant move.

One of the four leaders of the com-
mission was Roland Pofalla, a Chris-
tian Democratic Union politician.

“It’s done!” he said. “96.4 percent 
of the members of the commission 
have approved this draft, which was 
finally discussed overnight. If we actu-
ally implement this — and we believe 
that it is possible — then we would be 
back in the top group of the few coun-

tries that will fulfil this international 
agreement of goals by 2030.”

Germany has failed to meet targets 
set out in the 2015 Paris climate agree-
ment and still produces almost 40 per-
cent of its electricity from coal.

During the talks, energy companies 
said they were worried about financial 
losses and demanded compensation.

Representatives of coal-produc-
ing regions also insisted on financial 
commitments which would help them 
change of a reliance on fossil fuels.

The plan will need to be given the 
go-ahead by the government but indi-
vidual states will be responsible for its 
implementation.

Germany to phase out  
coal-powered electricity  
by 2038

Germany  
has agreed  

to close down 
all coal-fired 

electricity 
plants by 2038
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By Veniamin Mikheev

The National Art Museum’s 
archives have hundreds of still-
life works painted by Belaru-
sians, the majority created in the 
second half of the last century. 
The apparent disparity is ex-
plained by revolutions, numer-
ous devastating wars and social 
cataclysms which befell Belarus 
in the first decades of the 20th 
century. Many art works of this 
period were either destroyed or 
sent outside the country.

In the first half of the 20th 
century, the genre of still-life 
was not as popular as narrative 
painting, portraits or landscapes 
amongst Belarusian painters. 
However, a few art works sur-
vived, preserved in the museum 
collection, they reflect the dif-
ferent directions in the devel-
opment of the genre, within the 
frame of Social Realism estab-
lished in Soviet art.

After the Great Patriotic 
War, the artistic life of Belarus 
intensified: urban and Repub-

lican exhibitions were inter-
spersed with all-Union shows. 
Although historical painting, 
depicting many figures, occu-
pied the main place in all the 
expositions, the genre of still-
life was an active component 
of fine arts. In the creative work 
of many artists it was not domi-
nant, but still significant. Many 
works had traces of the old aca-
demic understanding of still life 
— a theatrical production ele-
ment and design balance. Pic-
tures were distinguished by sur-
face beauty, picturesque, subtle 
coloristic drawing and sharp 
observation in the depiction of 
the subject’s environment.

In the late 20th century, Be-
larus experienced rapid progress 
and a cultural shift, the forma-
tion of new aesthetic ideals, and 
enrichment of world culture. 
Established masters and those 
from the middle generation con-
tinued the traditions of the Bela-
rusian school of painting created 
in the previous decades of the 
20th century. In turn, the works 
of young artists were mostly 
penetrated with the poetry of the 
so-called ‘severe style,’ which 
was the antithesis to the polished 
style of the previous years. Easel 
art works were acquiring monu-
mental and epic dimensions.

In the 1960s, the genre of 
still-life was beginning to take 
centre stage in the works of 
some painters. The creative 
activity of Valeriana Zholtok 
and Yadviga Rozdzyalovskaya 
particularly shows this. These 

artists (each in their own style) 
created paintings as still-lifes, 
different in conception but al-
ways impeccably assembled 
and harmonious in colour. The 
art works by Valeriana Zholtok 
are described by major charac-
ter; the depiction of the objec-
tive world in them has a scale 
and decoration. At the same 
time, the canvases by Yadvi-
ga Rozdzyalovskaya stand for 
more subtle intonation as well 
as intimate contemplation.

Later, philosophical and 
intellectual ideas in the inter-
pretation of images amplified 
in Belarusian art, with a signif-
icant role played by symbols 
and allegories. Many painters 
asserted their individuality 
by applying a vivid manner 
and an original style (works 
by Victor Sakhnenko, Algerd 
Malishevsky, Nikolay Opiok, 
Leonid Shchemelev, Gavriil 
Vashchenko, Alexander Kish-
chenko). In the 1970s, the tal-
ent of Gavriil Vashchenko was 
displayed in full force: his art 
works (including still-life paint-
ings) were characterised by a 

profound philosophy based on 
deep national identity.

Later, the still-life was 
equated in its significance with 
other genres of fine art. The 
Belarusian still-lifes of that 
period were characterised by a 
combination of folklore and na-
tional-romantic motifs, as, for 
example, in those by the out-
standing landscape painter Vit-
aly Tsvirko who, in the 1980s, 
also turned to this genre. His 
paintings greatly expanded the 
framework of the creative abili-
ties of Belarusian artists.

Still-life paintings are often 
difficult to describe. Pictures 
need to be carefully scrutinised. 
The genre teaches us to compre-
hend the actual painting, to ad-
mire the image of the world of 
things, its beauty, strength and 
depth. It’s not always important 
to look for a story or hidden 
plot. The essence of its ‘content’ 
is visible in the relationships of 
the items and in the sense of the 
‘objectivity’ of life. This is the 
whole worldview in a sense; it 
is an understanding of visibility 
and a sense of reality.

There is probably no artist 
in Belarus who has not at least 
once turned to the genre — ad-
miring objects, flowers, fruit, 
dishes and trying to depict the 
delight and joy of the world 
around them. Its rich palette has 
been harmoniously described 
by Alexander Zinkevich in his 
book: Belarusian Still-Life from 
1960-2010. A. V. Zinkevich.

This colourful book weighs 
no less than three kilograms, its 
concept, the nuances of the se-
lection of factual material and 
rare illustrations will be further 
discussed in our next issue — 
after meeting the author of this 
fundamental work about Bela-
rusian still-life.

Pictures and their 
artists worthy of an 
art encyclopaedia

The genre of still-life 
has always been popular 
among painters, with 
most Belarusian
artists turning to it
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The lucky ones who will 
continue their fight for a musi-
cal ticket to Tel Aviv have been 
decided. It wasn’t an easy deci-
sion for the focus-group which 
comprised musicians, compos-
ers, arrangers, vocal teachers, 
producers, performers and 
representatives of our country 
at the Eurovision. Eleven ex-
perts had to choose from 113 
contestants, with applications 
arriving from sixteen coun-
tries: Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, 
Poland, Romania, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, the UK, Sweden, the 
USA, Canada, Latvia, Israel, 
Kazakhstan and Nigeria. This 
is probably the largest-scale 
national selection round in its 
history.

The youngest entrant is 16 
years old, while the oldest is 
60. The repertoire varies from 
hits about ‘bulba’ (the Belaru-
sian word for potato) played to 
the accompaniment of a button 
accordion, to a Swedish lyrical 
ballad. Simple good concerts 
songs are not an op-
tion anymore. Experts 
look for performers 
a n d  c o m p o s i t i o n s 
that will send goose 
bumps down the spine. 
Whether they succeed 
is up to the spectators 
to decide. The final-
ists include both nov-
ices and ‘veterans’ of 
the national selection 
round.

Michael Soul qual-
ified for the final back 
in 2016 when he was fighting 
for the right to represent our 
country as part of The Em duo. 
One year later, he performed 
at Eurovision, but as a back-
ing vocalist for NaviBand. The 
22-year-old artiste has also 
tried TV projects X-Factor. 
Revolution, I Want to Get to 
Meladze, League of Laughter, 
Voice of the Country (Ukraine) 
and other shows.

The NAPOLI band is an 
‘old-hand’ at the contest. It is 
a finalist of the national selec-
tion round for the sixth time. 
“I feel I have energetic ‘zest’, 
charisma and a voice. Each ar-
tiste is interesting in their own 
way, including me. If I create 
a composition, I try to reflect 
what I feel,” says vocalist Olga 
Napoli, speaking confidently 
about herself.

One more experienced en-
trant of the selection round is 
the PROvocation band which 
has qualified for the finals for 
the second time. Alena Gor-
bacheva, a soloist with the Vip 
Jazz band, has tried the selec-
tion round previously, but only 

now reached the finals. The 
Eurovision topic is also close to 
Yulia Bykova, a soloist of the 
AURA band: with her co-author 
Yevgeny Oleinik she wrote the 
song, entitled I Love Belarus, 
which was performed at the 

Eurovision-2011 by Anastasia 
Vinnikova. That result wasn’t 
a great success, but the writing 
duo can be proud of their oth-
er achievements. This year, for 
example, the musicians have 
been awarded the prestigious 

‘For Spiritual Revival’ Award 
of the President of Belarus.

Zoya Kupriyanovich of 
Minsk, performing under the 
stage name of ZENA, is just 
16, but she managed to gain 
the spotlight at the Junior 

Eurovision. The young pupil 
of the Russian producer Vic-
tor Drobysh performed in the 
national selection round and 
was a presenter of the inter-
national show hosted by our 
country last November. The 
artiste is also well-known due 
to the Slavianski Bazaar, New 
Wave Junior, New Factory 
of Stars and other projects. 
She performed well, boasting 
a strong voice, high-quality 
choreography and powerful 
vocal abilities. The singer 
herself was pleased with her 
performance, writing on Insta-
gram: ‘Everything went great! 
We’ve done well!’

New names at the Eurovi-
sion include young Belarusian 
singers KeySi and Eva Kogan. 
Some foreigners have also 
qualified for the current final 
of the national selection round. 
Judging by the comments on 
social networks, many enjoyed 
the performance of Emmanuel 
Imagbe of Nigeria: ‘It sounds 
very good, reminding jazz per-
formers of the USA’. He sings 
in a simple and spiritual way 
and is eye-catching. Moreo-
ver, Emmanuel has strong ties 
with Belarus. He has lived and 
studied in Vitebsk for several 
years already and managed to 
conquer the city and its resi-
dents with his voice.

Rock musician Sebastian 
Roos from Sweden is also 
among the finalists. More than 
fifteen years ago, Sebastian 
tried to qualify for Eurovision 
from his native country, but 
there the competition is too 
tough, so he tried to take a 
chance in Belarus. If he fails, 
he will return to his band Liv-
erpool — a cover band which 
performs The Beatles hits.

The US pop diva, Madon-
na, is also to visit the event, 
being invited by the Israe-
li-Canadian billionaire, Syl-
van Adams. 

A representative of Belarus soon to visit Israel will see Madonna and fight 
for the right to host the adult Eurovision Song Contest in our country

1. Michael Soul
2. ZENA
3. Eva Kogan
4. Emmanuel  Imagbe
5. Sebastian Roos

6. Alena Gorbacheva
7. PROvocation band
8. AURA band
9. NAPOLI band
10.KeySi

IN WHICH ORDER WILL THE ARTISTES OF THE 
NATIONAL SELECTION ROUND’S FINAL SHOW 

APPEAR ON THE STAGE?

Not later than March 8th the finals of 
the national selection round will take place. 
The entrant who earns the biggest number of 
points after voting by the professional jury will 
represent Belarus in the international contest.

On May 14th, the first semi-final of the Eu-
rovision Song Contest will be held in Tel Aviv. 
On this day, a representative of Belarus will 
perform, and we already know that our con-
testant will appear in the first half of the show.

On May 16th, the second semi-final will 
take place, featuring artistes from our neigh-
bouring countries: Russia, Lithuania and Lat-
via.

On May 18th, a grand final of the Israeli 
show will take place, with direct broadcast of 
both semi-finals and finals of Eurovision be-
ing traditionally conducted by Belarus 1 TV 
Channel and international satellite Belarus 24 
channel.

W H E N

AURA band

Eva Kogan

KeySi

ZENAMichael Soul
Sebastian Roos

Emmanuel Imagbe Alena Gorbacheva

PROvocation band NAPOLI band

Sing, and you will succeed,  
as you’re young and talented
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By Sergey Kanashits

Bookmakers gave odds of 
twelve to one for BATE to win 
in the confrontation against Lon-
don team Arsenal. Such odds are 
rarely seen in everyday football-
ing life, but it makes the success 
of the Belarusian champions at 
Borisov-Arena sweeter. The vic-
tory of Alexey Baga’s team over 
the star trainees of Unai Emery 
is a sensational result on a Euro-
pean scale.

The result, however, should 
not be seen as a sensation. It’s 
time to get used to seeing BATE 
as a serious team, with a steely 
character, but to do this, serious 
efforts are needed. Arsenal didn’t 
have enough power: Alexey Ba-
ga’s team played confidently and 
strongly, not allowing the Eng-
lish top club to accomplish what 
it had come to Borisov to do: to 
humiliate their opponents. In the 
next match in London, Arsenal 
will have to work hard to recover.

There are not enough fingers 
on one hand to list all the hero-
ic acts of BATE in recent years 
in European Cup tournaments. 
Let’s remember and once again 
rejoice at: two draws with Ju-
ventus, victories over Everton 
— 1:0, Dutch AZ — 4:1, French 
Lille — 3:1 and the same score 

over Bavaria. In addition, the Be-
larusians defeated Bilbao — 2:1, 
Italian Roma — 3:2 and Greek 
PAOK — 3:1. Moreover, in the 
autumn, another legendary Eng-
lish club visited Borisov-Arena: 
Chelsea. Though the visitors won 
on that occasion, (1:0) BATE had 
the playing advantage: Borisov’s 
players attacked constantly and it 
was a miracle that the ball didn’t 
fly into the Londoners’ nets.

We can assume that, in the 
match against Arsenal, fortune 
returned the favour to BATE. If, 
in the first minute, Denis Shcher-
bitsky hadn’t deflected a point-
blank shot by Heinrich Mkhitar-
yan in a heroic throw, everything 
might have ended in a bad way 
for the hosts. The BATE play-
ers didn’t crumble before their 
famous rivals, recognising in 
advance the superiority of the 
opponents. Self-esteem and 
good opinions of themselves 
are the main feature of BATE 
this season. This charisma has 
become possible thanks to Mr. 
Baga — a new generation coach 
who knows that courage wins, 
while positive emotional mood 
can compensate for lack of skill 
and physical readiness. After all, 
it is no secret to anyone that Ar-
senal is stronger in all positions 
in principle. In this case, the team 

had many advantages on its side: 
they are ready and experienced, 
the season is in full swing, there 
are many extra players, in the 
present Europa League they 
have never lost and never given 
away any goals in the previous 
five matches. Significantly: the 
total value of all Arsenal play-
ers in the Borisov-Arena that 
night was £240 million! In turn, 
over the last five years, BATE 
has spent only 2m Euros on the 
transfer market. The Borisov 
team once again clearly demon-
strated that neither money nor 

big names are important to play 
football, just people.

Arsenal goalkeeper Petr 
Čech was down after the match, 
saying, “I think we played well in 
the first half and created enough 
chances to score but unfortunate-
ly we did not take the risk and 
missed at the last minute which, 
of course, gave the opponents 
confidence. In the second half, 
they waited for counter attacks 
and we tried to find a way to score 
a goal. We even scored once but 
the referee declared offside. We 
didn’t get the result we expected. 

We wanted to score, to win and 
put ourselves in an advantageous 
position before the return match, 
but we’ve only complicated our 
lives. It was one of those match-
es in which you could play for at 
least a couple of hours, and you 
won’t score anyway. This hap-
pens in football. You are doing 
everything possible but must go 
home with an unsatisfactory re-
sult. It’s important to make sure 
that you are ready for the return 
match. This is the advantage of 
a two round playoff stage: if one 
match fails, you can recover the 
situation in the other.” 

“Speaking of expectations of 
the match, Alexander Hleb — an 
experienced player, who spent his 
best football years at Arsenal, did 
not give in to euphoria and took 
a sober view of things, “It will 
be very difficult — much more 
complicated than in Borisov. We 
will try to relax and prepare. We 
must not allow our opponents to 
act aggressively near our goal. 
We’ll try to score at least once.”

On Friday, February 15th, 
BATE’s line-up went to England 
to prepare for a counter confron-
tation with Arsenal. The match 
will be held on February 21st at 
the Emirates Stadium. Do you 
still not believe in BATE? You 
are mistaken… 

Scoreboard
Europa League. 1/16 finals. First matches

BATE — Arsenal — 1: 0 (Dragun, 45)

By Oleg Bogomazov

Olga Mazurenok wins Hong 
Kong Marathon Race

Olga Mazurenok covered 
the distance in 2 hours 26 min-
utes 13 seconds, establishing 
a record for the race. She was 
followed by Eunice Chebichii 
Chumba of Bahrain (who lost 
more than three minutes to the 
Belarusian), and Jemila Worte-
sa Shure of Ethiopia.

The previous marathon 
race record in Hong Kong was 
set last year by Gulume Tollesa 
of Ethiopia (2 hours 29 min-
utes 37 seconds). Before this, 

European runners had only 
once managed to win in the 
Hong Kong Marathon in 2004, 
when victory was claimed by 
the Norwegian athlete, Gitte 
Karlshoj.

The start in Hong Kong 
was the first for Ms. Mazure-
nok after her victory at the 
European Championships in 
Berlin in August 2018. “I had 
two efficient long-term train-
ing sessions in Kenya, so I 
was on good form before the 
start in Hong Kong. This race 
is one of the most complex. 

During all 42km I had to run 
either uphill or downhill, with 
a constant wind. Of course, I’m 
pleased with my performance. 
I think that if I had run along a 
track with a different gradient, I 
could have beaten my personal 
record.”

Olga Mazurenok said that 
she had chosen the marathon 
in Hong Kong to prepare for 
the World Championships in 
Qatar. “I really want the peak 
of my form to coincide with the 
world forum in Doha,” com-
mented the athlete.

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

In the decisive stage of the 
competition, the 2019 world 
champion received 105.93 
points from the judges, fol-
lowed by Laura Peel of Austral-
ia (97.64) and Xu Mengtao of 
China (89.88 points).

In the men’s competition, 
Belarusian freestyle athlete 
Anton Kushnir, unfortunately 
failed to qualify for the finals, 
taking eighth place. The winner 
was Stanislav Nikitin of Russia 

(with 128.96 points).
The next FIS Aerials World 

Cup stage will take place on 
February 23rd in Raubichi, near 
Minsk.

Marathon 
race record 
set by the 
Belarusian

Second gold in ten days
Alexandra 
Romanovskaya 
wins gold at 
FIS Aerials 
World Cup in 
Moscow

BATE defeats Arsenal, getting 
the best of the European giant
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More than 25 huge Chinese lanterns lit up in Minsk’s Central Botanical Garden on St. Valentine’s Day

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM
OF BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 24th February. Graphics of Hermann 
Struck
Until 1st March. Collection of Singer Lidia 
Ruslanova
Until 3rd March. Picturesque Melodies
Until 10th March. Boris Grebenshchikov’s To-
tems of Zimogors
Until 17th March. Discovery of the Genuine

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 21st February. Painting exhibition of the 
Maslennikov dynasty: A Family Album
Until 21st February. Modern Belarusian Ex-
libris
Until 18th March. Sacral Culture of Belaru-
sian Roman Catholic Churches

NATIONAL LIBRARY
OF BELARUS
116 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 15th March. Manifest of Republic
Until 7th April. Fantasy Land

GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR 
HISTORY MUSEUM 
8 Pobediteley Avenue
Until 31st March. Echo of Fiery Mountains: 
Afghanistan

LOSHITSA ESTATE
8-2 Chizhevskikh Lane
Until 17th March. Beauty of Southern 
Kurzeme
Until 31st March. Circle of Time

NATIONAL CENTRE
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
47 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 3rd March. Family

MAXIM BOGDANOVICH 
LITERARY MUSEUM
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 6th March. Circle of Year

NATIONAL CENTRE
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 23rd February. Mark Rothko 2018: 
We’re Writing our Future Together
Until 23rd February. Exhibition of Vyacheslav 
Pavlovets: Watercolour World

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street
Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

TROITSKY SUBURB
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 3rd March. Birds in Winter
Until 7th April. Insects and More

BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
21.02. Tosca
22 and 24.02. Swan Lake
23.02. Figaro’s Wedding
26.02. Cavalleria Rusticana
27.02. The Fountain of Bakhchisaray / Gold-
en Collection of Ukrainian Vocal Music
28.02. Eugene Onegin

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
21.02. Divers
22.02. Pygmalion
23.02. How to Become Rich
24.02. The Twelfth Night
26.02. Husband Leaves His Wife / Danger-
ous Liaisons
27.02. Lady for a Day
28.02. Circle of Love

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
21.02. Wisdom Measure
23.02. Golden Heart
24.02. When It Will Be Snowing?
25.02. New Drama Night
26.02. Ticket for Brest Train
27.02. This Is All She
28.02. Medea Syndrome

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
21.02. Mixed Feelings
22.02. Two Arrows
23.02. Night of Anton Chekhov’s Miniatures
24.02. A Very Simple Story
25.02. Master and Margarita 
26 and 27.02. In Search of True Self
28.02. Nobody Ever Said Life Would Be 
Easy

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
21.02. Two Souls
22 and 26.02. Radio Prudok
22.02. Pinsk Gentry
23 and 24.02. Kolyady Night
24.02. The Government Inspector
26.02. The Seagull
27.02. Pan Tadeush
28.02. Harvest / Tolerance

YOUTH THEATRE
17 Kozlov Street
21.02. Warsaw Melody
22.02. Caught by Love
23.02. Male, Singular
24.02. Hotel of Two Worlds / Zhmurik
26.02. The Fool
27.02. A Man from Podolsk / Double Double
28.02. Love of Three
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