
Heroes of our Victory
77 years ago and now, Victory Day is our prominent and most significant holiday. The tragedy of the Great Patriotic War 
affected every Belarusian family, and the country lost every third inhabitant. We will always remember the great deeds 
and unparalleled sacrifices of those who defended their native land on the front lines and in partisan detachments, worked 
in the rear, who liberated other countries from Nazi enslavement.

The fleeting time does not spare the ranks of the surviving soldiers of the Victory, who have 
passed the test of the war. The number of living witnesses to those terrible events is getting 
smaller every year. Therefore, contemporaries take every opportunity to communicate with 
veterans, to protect them with the utmost attention and care. Victory Day is a special occasion 
to meet with those who risked their lives for a peaceful present and a limitless future.

Compact but at  
the same time 
picturesque Belarus 
boasts a variety of 
routes — literary, 
natural and partisan
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New oil deposits 
and fields have been 
discovered in the 
Gomel Region in 
several zones of  
the Pripyat Trough
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Ivan Alekumov,  
a participant in the Great 
Patriotic War, is already 
almost 98 years old, and 
for more than 70 of them 
he lived in Pruzhany.  
The 18-year-old Ivan 
began the war as a Red 
Army infantryman, 
and ended as a foreman 
of a bomber aviation 
regiment. He was a 
machine gunner and air 
gunner-radio operator. 
His feats of arms were 
awarded the Order of 
the Patriotic War of the 
1st class, the ‘For Battle 
Merit’, ‘For Courage’, 
‘For the Victory Over 
Germany in the Great 
Patriotic War 1941–1945’ 
and ‘For the Freedom 
and Independence of 
Poland’ medals.

Veteran of the Great Patriotic War Ivan Alekumov with his great-granddaughter
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Attractive Union
Strengthening interregional co-operation, successful  

projects in construction and agro-industrial complex — 
the main topics of the meeting of the President of Belarus 

with Voronezh Region Governor Alexander Gusev

G r e e t i n g  t h e  g u e s t s ,                        
Aleksandr Lukashenko noted  
that he sees a great interest in 
the development of co-operation 
with Belarus on the part of Rus-
sian regions,

“Thanks to you, we have 
this co-operation. We are 
building a single Union State 
on the new principles to ensure 
that everyone’s interests are 
respected, that the sovereign 
independent states — Belarus 
and Russia — keep develop-
ing. I am sure that this union 
will attract other countries...”

Industrial co-operation should 
become a key aspect of trade and 
economic relations between Bela-
rus and the Voronezh Region. The 
President emphasised, “Practice 
shows that it is co-operation that 
lays a strong foundation for long-
term relations and gives a good 
integration effect. For example, 
when opening assembly plants in 
Russia, Belarus aims to increase 
the degree of their localisation, 
which guarantees new jobs in the 
region. It is obvious that one of 
the leading issues is co-operation 
in the construction sector.”

“You know how Belarusian 
builders work. Perhaps it is no 
match to Belarusian specialists 
in terms of value for money. 
The quality of construction 
works is very high,” the Head 
of State stressed.

He added that Belarusian 
school was the best in Soviet 
times, “It is not my achievement 
here, neither the current min-
ister’s nor the government’s. It 
came from those times. We did 
not destroy this school, we pre-
served it. I am more and more 
convinced today that it became 
possible only because we did not 
destroy the state construction in-
stitutions. We still have the indus-
trial groups we once had. They 
have risen to a higher level.”

However, if a private com-
pany has the same base, it partic-
ipates in construction projects. 
On the other hand, requirements 
to the developers are quite tough 
in Belarus. This helps to avoid 
fraudulent schemes and regulate 
the price of housing.

Currently, Belarusians are 
building a football stadium and 
two schools in Voronezh Re-
gion. One of the schools will 

be designed for 3,000 students. 
According to Belarusian Archi-
tecture and Construction Minis-
ter Ruslan Parkhamovich, both 
education facilities will be com-
missioned in mid-2023.

Belarusian brands with  
a worldwide reputation

Aleksandr Lukashenko drew 
the attention of Russian partners 
to the developments that Belarus 
has in modernising the trans-
port infrastructure, “Belavtodor 
Holding Company successfully 
fulfils orders in the CIS countries. 
Belarus offers a comprehensive 
approach to repairs and recon-
struction of roads, bridges and 
overpasses. We can do it. Moreo-
ver, we are now very much mod-
ernising in this direction in Bela-
rus... If you need it, you show us 
the place, we come, we do it, we 
hand over these facilities to you 
on a turnkey basis.”

According to the President, 
our country is ready to supply 
all kinds of passenger, munici-
pal and agricultural equipment. 
For Russia, this is especially rel-
evant now, given the withdrawal 
of Western companies from the 
country. Thus, the broadest op-
portunities are opening up for 
our countries, which will allow 
Belarus and Russia to become 
even stronger. 

Aleksandr Lukashenko noted 
that he had always asked the Rus-

sian leadership not to get involved 
with westerners, “You don’t have 
to depend on them like that. We 
must offer them our conditions.” 

The Head of State empha-
sised that Belarus got large in-
dustrial enterprises after the col-
lapse of the USSR. We carefully 
preserved the Soviet heritage, did 
not destroy and break everything, 
did not rush into the maelstrom 
of the wild market and did not 
sell off assets for next to nothing. 
Gradually, step by step, the state 
modernised and improved what it 
had. As time has shown, it was a 
strategically correct decision. To-
day, almost all Belarusian prod-
ucts are in demand on the world 
market. Aleksandr Lukashenko 
cited BELAZ as an example,

“Such a school! The 
town was built near the facto-
ry. Today, BELAZ accounts 
for more than 30 percent of 
the world market. Huge Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan and Uzbeki-
stan are asking us to supply 
them with BELAZ vehicles. 
We supported the level that 
was created at that time and 
turned out to be in demand 
on international markets.”

According to Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, since there is a 
huge demand for cars, tractors, 
machine tool building, other en-
terprises that are less involved 
should be involved in import 
substitution, “We are not facing 

such big problems with import 
substitution as Russia. You relied 
too much on others giving prefer-
ence to German and U.S. equip-
ment. Their products were three 
times as expensive, and now you 
have none of them at all. This is 
where this practice of relying on 
partners has led you to.

Western countries are a 
sort of partners who will not 
stop at anything until you are 
on your knees. We are ready 
to co-operate with Russia on 
any front today.”

“Belarusian companies are 
ready to supply all kinds of 
passenger, municipal and agri-
cultural equipment to Voronezh 
Region. Agriculture is another 
promising area of co-operation. 
In addition to direct supplies of 
high-quality foodstuffs to Voro-
nezh Region, Belarus is ready to 
share its experience and technol-
ogies in the construction of agro-
towns and industrial holdings, 
cattle breeding, pedigree farm-
ing and seed production,” listed 
Aleksandr Lukashenko.

“The housing and utilities 
sector means both water purifi-
cation and drainage. We’re doing 
a lot of this now, from drainage 
to elevators. If our experience is 
useful to you, you are welcome 

to study it. We are ready for com-
prehensive co-operation,” the 
Belarusian leader concluded. 

He personally thanked all 
the guests, the Russian gover-
nors, who contribute to the de-
velopment of close co-operation 
between the two countries.

Sharing experience
The Voronezh Region Gover-

nor thinks in the same pragmatic 
way: relations between Belarus 
and the Voronezh Region should 
be built on the basis of mutually 
beneficial co-operation. Alexan-
der Gusev told the President that 
the Russian delegation has already 
visited the MAZ and Belkom-
munmash mechanical engineer-
ing companies, “The interest is 
mutual. Voronezh Region has 
been continuously developing the 
transport infrastructure and there-
fore the goods made in Belarus 
will be useful. I think we will sign 
contracts and make purchases. 
This applies primarily to electric 
transport as the basis of passenger 
transport for Voronezh.”

The Russian delegation also 
visited Alexandrov National Can-
cer Centre of Belarus. According 
to Mr. Gusev, they are now build-
ing a comprehensive system for 
providing care to cancer patients in 
the Voronezh Region, with a large 
surgical building being currently 
under construction, soon followed 
by a therapeutic building.

“Of course, the experience 
gained in the National Cancer 
Centre is extremely relevant for 
us. We’ve agreed that our doctors 
would come in a large group, talk, 
and learn something. We also saw 
that it was possible to purchase 
equipment that is manufactured in 
Belarus. It is of high quality, meet-
ing the expectations and require-
ments of our medical communi-
ty,” the Governor emphasised.

Alexander Gusev also paid 
attention to the trade-econom-
ic interaction between Belarus 
and the Voronezh Region. Last 
year, the mutual trade turnover 
amounted to about $350 million.

“Last year, we increased by 
almost 30 percent, but I don’t 
think we should be satisfied 
with the absolute value.

We expect that the trade- 
economic turnover will cer-
tainly grow. This year, we 
planned to grow up to 10 per-
cent, but taking into account 
the sanctions, I think we 
have much more serious op-
portunities and prospects,” 
clarified the Russian guest.

Based on materials of sb.by 
and belta.by

Agreements for the future
Following the meeting, the parties signed an action plan to fulfil the agreement between 
the governments of Belarus and Voronezh Region of Russia on trade, economic, scientific, 
humanitarian and cultural co-operation for 2022-2024. The volume of mutual trade between 
Belarus and the Voronezh Region amounted to more than $348 million last year. A significant 
share of the trade turnover is occupied by the export of Belarusian goods — $217 million. At 
the beginning of this year, the trade turnover continued to grow and exceeded $58 million in 
January-February 2022. This is almost 58 percent more than in the same period of 2021.

Voronezh

Alexander Gusev
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‘You should never give up’
President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko visited the Chechersk District of the Gomel Region. This region is one of the most con-
taminated by the Chernobyl disaster: 43 settlements have disappeared from the map of the Chechersk District forever. But the Be-
larusians did not panic despite all the difficulties and negative forecasts, they did not give up, but began to fight. And they learned 
to live and work here. Speaking with local residents, Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised, “The most important conclusion is that you 
should never give up, you have to fight to the last, and then the victory will be yours. This is the main conclusion I draw from the experi-
ence I got here… I will not say that we’ve beaten Chernobyl, but we’ve roughed it up a lot. We’ve managed to accomplish this task.”

Upon arrival, the Belarusian 
leader inquired in detail about 
the course of spring field work, 
plans for the yield of various 
crops. Speaking about seed pro-
duction, the Head of State paid 
special attention to the need to 
harvest our own seeds. However, 
Belarus now imports elite varie-
ties. “We should also look at im-
port substitution here. We should 
try to grow our own seeds,” the 
President is convinced.

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
asked about the progress of 
fodder procurement and urged 
everyone responsible to take a 
more serious approach to land 
reclamation. According to him, 
up to 200,000 hectares of land 
must be reclaimed every year 
and funds to do this must be 
found no matter what it costs. 

During his visit to the 
Otor agricultural enterprise,                  
Aleksandr Lukashenko also got 
familiar with the silage maize 
sowing process, looked at how 
the work of a dairy farm is or-
ganised, and inquired about the 
economic performance of the 
enterprise.

An important point of the 
President’s working trip was a 
visit to the Chechersk central 
district hospital.

The Head of State was 
briefed on healthcare services 
available in the regions contam-
inated by the Chernobyl Nucle-
ar Power Plant accident, and in 
Chechersk District in particular. 

According to Healthcare 
Minister Dmitry Pinevich, the 
health status of the residents of 
the regions most suffered from 
the Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant does not differ from the av-
erage across the country. How-
ever, medical institutions in such 
regions are fitted with some spe-
cial equipment to provide regular 
health check-ups for early detec-
tion and prevention. 

Special attention was paid to 
the birth rate. The birth rate in the 
district has been steadily high in 
recent years. A total of 171 chil-
dren were born in 2021, which is 
higher than the regional average. 

The President was interested 
in the provision of medications 
and medical equipment and set a 
clear objective to make sure they 
are available in the required vol-
ume. The Head of State was told 
that the task is being fulfilled.

Aleksandr Lukashenko was 
shown the X-ray room, the inter-
district CT room, the interdistrict 
haemodialysis unit, the opera-
tion room for minimally inva-
sive surgery and the paediatric 
department. The President talked 
to hospital staff and patients. 
Children undergoing treatment 
at the hospital received sweet 
gifts from the Head of State. 

Aleksandr Lukashenko laid 
flowers at the In Memory of the 

Resettled Villages memorial in 
Chechersk. The monument was 
designed by students of the Belaru-
sian State University of Transport 
and installed in the town in 2003. 

‘They will be unable to 
bring Russia and Belarus 
to their knees’

The President had a pleasant 
conversation with the residents of 
the Chechersk Region. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko made a special em-
phasis during a conversation with 
the local population, 

“When I innumerate our 
accomplishments in recent 
years the first thing that I 
mention is that we have built 
our state. It must be cher-
ished, it must be protected, 
no matter the cost. We must 
be cautious not to be caught 
up in some trouble. The 
main thing is to avoid war, 
as our people have always 
said. You see what is going 
very close to our border.”

The Head of State stressed 
that the contaminated areas are 
recovering well, and the inci-
dence of citizens is even lower 
than in other regions. There is 
also a good birth rate here. 

The President remarked that 
the older generation can say how 
things were in the past and can 
compare them to the present. 
Nevertheless, the future already 
depends on young Belarusians, 
“And we will do everything for 
our young people to be genuine, 
to be an inheritor of what the 
elder generation created. I am 
deeply grateful to you for stay-
ing to live here back in the day. 
You and I have accomplished a 

lot here. I am already convinced 
that nearly all of you understand 
that we did the right thing back 
then,” said the Head of State.

The President stressed that 
he has great respect for those 
who at one time decided to stay 
in the contaminated regions and 
continued to develop them. He 
said that the country has passed a 
great way to mitigate the impact 
of the Chernobyl accident.

“My dream is that you live 
10-15 years longer than the na-
tional average. This will make 
me happy. This will be the best 
confirmation that we have de-
feated Chernobyl,” Aleksandr 
Lukashenko said.

One of the questions was 
about benefits and payments to 
residents of the contaminated 
areas. People asked whether the 

government is planning to curtail 
these programmes in connection 
with the optimisation of budget 
expenditures due to the sanctions.

Aleksandr Lukashenko not-
ed that state budget expendi-
tures are optimised on an on-
going basis, “We are not going 
to curtail these programmes. 
We are optimising, making sure 
that the money is spent where 
needed… We optimise budget 
expenditures regularly, every 

year. This is not connected to 
the current situation.”

However, the Head of State 
is convinced that instead of small 
one-time payments to certain 
categories of people, it is better 
to concentrate funds and imple-
ment an important and necessary 
project, for example, to build a 
water deironing station.

Regarding the sanctions, the 
President noted that they not 

only complicated the situation, 
but also encouraged us to look 
for ways out, opened up new op-
portunities,

 “Everything we make 
now sells well on our main 
market — in Russia, in Chi-
na, and other countries. Our 
tractors, automobiles, and 
harvesters — Russians are 
lining up to buy these ma-
chines and vehicles. They 
pay good money for them… 
The market is open. We just 
have to work hard and stop 
complaining about sanc-
tions. They will be unable to 
bring Russia and Belarus to 
their knees considering our 
level of intellect, educational 
standards, technological lev-
els, and resources. We just 
have to forget that we are 
under sanctions.”

The President also spoke 
about the actions of neighbour-
ing EU countries that prevent 
their citizens from leaving for 
Belarus under a visa-free re-
gime during the holidays, “Peo-
ple should be able to come from 
Poland, Lithuania, and Latvia 
to visit graves of their relatives 
like it has always happened. I’ve 
permitted them to do it without 
visas. But they don’t let their 
people enter Belarus. Why? Be-
cause the people come to us and 
buy salt. They don’t have salt! 
The great and rich West doesn’t 
have salt! Since they don’t want 
the people to say that Belaru-
sians live a normal life, they 
simply don’t let them out. Here 
is democracy for you!”

***
In memory of the meeting, 

residents of Chechersk present-
ed Aleksandr Lukashenko with 
gifts — honey and an icon of 
St. George the Victorious. The 
icon was hand made by crafts-
man Aleksandr Plistov. The 
man also collected honey. In re-
sponse, the President promised 

him to send honey from his own 
apiaries, while also telling the 
story of their origin: bees were 
handed over to the Head of 
State through his son Viktor by 
a woman who had lost her hus-
band. She asked the President to 
take care of the insects. At pres-
ent, Aleksandr Lukashenko’s 
apiary numbers more than a 
hundred beehives; about 1.5 
tonnes of honey are collected 
annually.

Aleksandr Plistov, from 
Chechersk, is a former Afghan-
istan war veteran, he worked as 
a forensic expert in the police. 
The man has been engaged in 
icon making — using complex 
electroplating techniques — for 
almost twenty-five years. 

“Openly speaking, I experi-
enced great pride while working 
over it: that was a great honour 
for me to create an icon for our 
country’s leader. It took about 
a month to make the icon. St. 
George the Victorious was cho-
sen as a character — a man and 
a symbol of Victory. He is a 
very appropriate image,” said 
the craftsman.

Based on materials of sb.by 
and belta.by
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By Dmitry Primshits, Deputy Chairman 

of the National State Television  

and Radio Company

Looking for donors
Many Ukrainians still believe that 

they are fighting the evil empire in the 
East, some do not even spare their lives 
in opposition to the ‘Russian world’. The 
thesis that it is necessary to fight to the last 
Ukrainian, if only to weaken the Russian 
Federation, which does not fit into the 
picture of a unipolar world only by the 
desire to defend its legitimate geopolitical 
interests is the cross-cutting theme in the 
Western information agenda. Poland is 
number one among such European states.

First, Poland claims to have a 
stronger political role in the Euro-
pean Union and uses the events in 
Ukraine to divert attention from its 
own violations of the principles of 
European law, which has led to the 
limitation of financial support from 
centralised EU funds, amounting to 
billions of euros.

The position on the Ukrainian conflict 
is a show with a well-rehearsed script: to 
create the image of an enemy — to present 
oneself as the vanguard of the defence of 
Europe — to demand funds and sanctions 
against the eastern neighbours. Similar 
goals were pursued by the ‘war on mi-
grants’ on the Polish-Belarusian border 
last autumn. 

Opposition to ‘aggression from the 
East’ is a proven argument for indoctri-
nation of potential financial donors both 
within the European Union and outside it, 
primarily in the United States. 

Second, it is obvious that one of the 
expressed electoral goals of the Polish 
state is to promote the business interests 
of its citizens. At the same time, there are 
clear signs of lobbying for the interests 
of capital, pursuing very ambitious goals, 
including ousting Western European gi-
ants, which play a key role in the Polish 
economy.

The origins of such motives can be 
traced in many cases. Let’s remember 
how our qualified doctors and IT spe-
cialists were encouraged to immigrate, 
rocking the Belarusian society in August 
2020. Of course, they wanted more than 
that — to gain access to assets through 
the ‘democratic opposition’, tamed and 
well-funded. However, they underesti-
mated the solidity of the Belarusian state 
and the president’s popular support.

No safety margin
At the same time, the ambitions of 

building Greater Poland, including the 
implementation of a modern modification 
of Jozef Pilsudski’s Intermarium archi-
val project with the working title of the 
Three Seas Initiative, should be viewed 
precisely in this context — as a condition 
for enrichment, and the latter as a means 
of strengthening Polish geopolitical influ-

Bloody business

According to mili-
tary analysts, there 
are several plans  
in the Polish capi-

tal to actively participate in 
the Ukrainian conflict with 
the subsequent annexation  
of the territories of Western 
Ukraine. It is possible that, 
under certain circumstanc-
es, the temptation to gain 
control over ‘Kresy Wschod-
nie’ is able to push the Pol-
ish political leadership to 
take decisive military steps,  
including on the basis  
of ‘private’ initiatives.

ence. It is so-called virtuous circle, pur-
suing a strategic goal — the creation of a 
buffer entity between Russia and Europe 
in order to prevent the incorporation of 
European technologies with Russian re-
sources and weaken the EU’s dependence 
on Russian energy resources.

To solve these problems, Poland un-
der the leadership of the United States for 
many years has been using all available 
measures to destabilise the political situ-
ation in Belarus and Ukraine in order to 
remove these states from the fiefdoms of 
Russia’s political influence and involve 
them in the implementation of its large-
scale project.

Who will act as the hub
It is important to emphasise that Bela-

rus occupies a strategically important ge-
opolitical position in the Baltic-Black Sea 

region in this context — being practical-
ly in the centre, it seems to be ‘wedged’ 
between its Northern and Southern sec-
tors. Therefore, we should proceed from 
the fact that our western neighbour will 
continue destructive efforts to unbalance 
the socio-political and socio-economic 
situation in Belarus. Moreover, this fully 
corresponds to the interests of its main 
ideological brothers — the United States 
and Great Britain. 

The tactical goal-setting of Poland is 
obvious in the context of contemporary 
Ukrainian events. Foremost, it is energy 
resources.

The task of turning Poland into 
the largest European hub for servic-
ing liquefied gas supplies from the 
United States under the pretext of 
strengthening the energy security 
of the region is being solved.

The Polish establishment is actively 
promoting anti-Russian and anti-Bela-
rusian sanctions: it needs to block the 
import of energy and electricity from the 
East, as well as devalue the position of 
an influential group of ‘green’ MEPs who 
do not support such an energy paradigm.

Another key task is to provide the 
Polish economy with cheap labour — as 
a result of the conflict in Ukraine, Poland 
has millions of able-bodied Ukrainian 
citizens at its disposal.

The worse for Ukraine,  
the better for Poland 

There is no doubt that the con-
flict in Ukraine is viewed by the un-
principled Polish leadership solely 

through the prism of economic ben-
efits and prospects for expanding 
geopolitical influence.

The stakes are high, therefore, both 
the regular army of Ukraine and various 
national, territorial, volunteer and oth-
er semi-criminal battalions are actively 
pumped up with weapons and uniforms, 
training of Ukrainian military specialists 
is organised on the territory of Poland for 
the successful realisation of this historical 
opportunity. ‘The worse for Ukraine, the 
better for Poland’ approach is being fully 
implemented… 

At the same time, the tasks of 
systemic formation of a pro-Polish 
‘fifth column’ of agents of influence 
among the Ukrainian refugees are 
being solved. They are now method-
ically convinced of the uncontested 
need to create a (con)federation 
from sea to sea — a large formation 
controlled from Warsaw. 

It should be assumed that the Polish 
political leadership will act under the ‘if 
I can’t have you, no one can!’ motto in 
relation to Ukraine, maximising contra-
dictions and inflaming the conflict.

This is largely due to the fact that 
Ukraine is Poland’s main geopolitical and 
economic competitor. Poland is interest-
ed in weakening and even dismembering 
Ukraine precisely as its competitor. 

Polish stakes are growing, but 
the bloody business is not realised 
in full scale. Sanctions against Rus-
sia and Belarus did not have the ex-
pected effect and hit businesses and 
consumers in the European Union 
like a boomerang.

Fuel prices in March increased by a 
third. Inflation as a whole reached an un-
precedented 11 percent on an annualised 
basis. The supply of Polish food and in-
dustrial goods to the East is almost com-
pletely frozen.

The attitude towards refugees in Pol-
ish society is rapidly deteriorating. The 
peculiarities of the behaviour of individual 
Ukrainians provide ground for strength-
ening the authority of Polish nationalists, 
who preach the idea that people from the 
East have no place on Polish land. And 
this does not bode well for maintaining 
the stability of the Polish society.

What will you do next, neighbours? 
Continue teasing the Russian bear? We 
do not recommend doing that as we are 
concerned for your well-being.

Why Poland has higher stakes in continuing the conflict in Ukraine
The behaviour of European political 
elites in the wake of the tragedy now 
unfolding in Ukraine has completely 
denounced their pseudo-democrat-
ic rhetoric. The veil of abstract idle 
talk about freedom, human rights 
and other nonsense, designed to 
lull the critical thinking of voters 
and strengthen the ‘pool of neo-
liberals’ — the ‘fifth column’ in the 
states included in the sphere of 
‘vital interests’ of the collective 
West, was just burned down.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Andrzej Duda. What do they have for dessert?
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New oil deposits 
and fields have 
been discovered in 
the Gomel Region 
in several zones 
of the Pripyat 
Trough. According 

to geologists, the hydrocarbon resource 
base would be replenished by more 
than six million tonnes. Moreover, 
this became possible largely due to the 
work that the oilmen carried out in the 
territories contaminated by the disaster 
at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant.

Oil will be produced in the Bragin District for the first time
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Oil of the contaminated territories

The Belarusian delegation will 
take part in commemorative 
events at the Mauthausen  
memorial complex in Austria

Spokesperson for the Belarusian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Anatoly Glaz noted 
that a month ago the Belarusian Embassy 
in Vienna received an official invitation to 
attend the commemorative ceremony and 
noted that Belarusian diplomats annually 
visit this memorable place at the call of 
the heart, not at some invitations.

“This is our sacred duty, which we will 
honour. We are the heirs of the victorious 
people, we are the heirs of the nation-lib-
erator. Most of the victims of this concen-
tration camp in Austria were citizens of 
the former Soviet Union, so no one has 
the right to forbid us to do this,” he said. 

Republican centre  
of patriotic education to be 
created in Belarus

The military department of Belarus 
is working on the issue of creating a Re-
publican Centre for Patriotic Education of 
Youth on the basis of the Kobrin fortifi-

cation of the Brest Fortress. Now a small 
youth patriotic centre is already function-
ing there, and soon it is planned to increase 
its capacity to 300-500 people. Boys and 
girls from all regions of Belarus could 
participate in this project. Now the issue is 
being worked out with all interested gov-
ernment bodies, and a legal framework is 
being prepared. The Republican Centre 
for Patriotic Education of Youth will start 
functioning in the near future. This will be 
a joint project with Russian colleagues. 

Ukraine involved in organising 
over 660 cyberattacks against 
Belarus and Russia

Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Dig-
ital Transformation of Ukraine Mykhailo 
Fedorov said that Kiev was involved in or-
ganising more than 660 hacker attacks on 
Belarusian and Russian companies — as 
reported by TASS. According to Mr. Fe-
dorov, he organised ‘the world’s first cyber 
army’, uniting approximately 300,000 pro-

fessionals. “Participation is voluntary, and 
we organise it through Telegram, where 
we post the daily tasks. There is no per-
sonal contact with cyber volunteers. We 
have launched more than 660 cyber and 
denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks against 
Russian and Belarusian businesses, com-
panies, banks and institutions,” he said.

Belarus was widely represent-
ed at the industrial exhibition 
in Uzbekistan

More than 130 Belarusian develop-
ments were presented on the ‘Innoprom. 
Central Asia’ international exhibition 
in Tashkent. Large domestic industrial 
enterprises, scientific organisations and 
departments took part in it. In total, more 
than 200 companies from Belarus, Russia, 
Uzbekistan, France, Kazakhstan, Turkey, 
and Germany presented their products at 
the exhibition this year.

At the joint stand of the Belarus’ State 
Committee on Science and Technology, 

one could see a line of unmanned aerial 
vehicles, insulating resource-saving mate-
rials, LED disinfectors and air recircula-
tors, anti-cancer drugs and more.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

By Olga Valchenko

Work is already in full 
swing near the drilling rig in 
the Bragin District. Experts 
confirmed the commercial oil 
content of these deposits in the 
Vostochno-Omelkovsky struc-
ture — according to prelimi-
nary calculations, its resource 
base is estimated at 500 thou-
sand tonnes. Sergei Shevelenko, 
Deputy Head for Geology at the 
Rechitsaneft Oil and Gas Pro-
duction Department, inspects 
the territory, “Within a month, 
we plan to carry out work on 
site preparation, setting up a de-
velopment team. We will start 
commercial oil production at this 
facility in the second half of May. 
There is quite good potential — 
about 50 tonnes per day. Today it 
is the southernmost point where 
we are working.”

The importance of the site is 
not only geographical. Thus, the 
beginning of oil production in 
the Bragin Region will be laid. 
This is a new stage in the devel-
opment of the territory, empha-
sises Deputy Director General 
for Geology at the Belarusian 

industrial group Belorusneft 
Piotr Povzhik, “In the course 
of implementing the strategy of 
our company, as well as the in-
structions of the Head of State 
on the development of territories 
contaminated by the Chernobyl 
disaster, over the past two years 
we have focused our attention on 
the Bragin and Khoiniki regions. 
Let me note that prospecting 
work in the Bragin District, for 
example, has not been carried 
out for more than 40 years.

It was possible to start work 
on the new facility quite quickly. 
In order to reduce the cycle of well 
construction, the government of 
Belarus has introduced amend-

ments to the resolution of the 
Council of Ministers that relate to 
construction documentation and 
expert examination. Thanks to 
this effort, the time for commis-
sioning wells has been reduced 
by more than six months.”

The discovery of a new oil 
field is evidence of the high 
potential of the Bragin Region. 
Piotr Povzhik does not deny 
the economic importance of the 
new facilities, but says that the 
human security is the top priori-
ty, “We drive around all the ter-
ritories in advance, check it with 
a dosimeter and update maps. 
We understand which zones 
cannot be entered, and where 

the working conditions are safe, 
because it is our people who will 
work there. Moreover, all the 
land is removed from here, and 
clean land is brought. I’m quite 
confident that there are no prob-
lems with the radioactivity level 
thanks to constant monitoring.”

Experts are satisfied with the 
quality of oil both in this area and 
at the Beskopylnovskoye field in 
the neighbouring Khoiniki Dis-
trict, where Belorusneft discov-
ered three new highly productive 
deposits. Oil and gas production 
operator Alexander Pishchik 
fills the flask with black gold be-
fore our eyes and offers to make 
sure, “The oil is good, it is free of 
impurities, even by weight and 
density one can understand that 
the product is of high quality.”

“This year, the finds of our 
company are connected with 

four districts of the Gomel Re-
gion: Rechitsa, Zhlobin, Bragin, 
Khoiniki. In total, we have added 
more than six million tonnes of 
oil reserves due to geological ex-
ploration.” added Piotr Povzhik.

There are certain plans for 
the future. The volume of seis-
mic surveys is growing, the suc-
cess rate of exploration drilling 
in the eastern part of the central 
structural zone of the Pripyat 
Trough is high, and therefore 
new discoveries await oilmen, 
says Alexander Grudinin, Dep-
uty Director for Geological 
Exploration of the Belarusian 
Scientific Research and Design 
Institute of Oil (BelNiPineft), 
“In the next four years, we plan 
to drill about 13 wells within 
new discovered fields, on new 
promising structures. Seismic 
exploration is now carried out 
using a modern 3D method. This 
allows us to obtain high-qual-
ity and reliable information on 
structural constructions. In re-
cent years, technology, software 
have been improved, as well as 
the qualifications of our profes-
sionals, thanks to which we are 
more confident in our facilities.”
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The potential  
of the deposits  
is approximately 
800,000 tonnes  
of oil, and in general, 
there are more than 
three million tonnes 
in the field
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By Valentina Kozlovich

The best come out on Victory Day
Retired Lieutenant Colonel Igor Chik-

alov, who has headed the headquarters of 
Post No. 1 for more than two decades, 
says, “The decision to form Post No. 1 
was made by the Education Department of 
the Brest City Executive Committee and 
the Komsomol City Committee on March 
4th, 1972. And on May 9th of the same 
year, Brest schoolchildren took part in the 
Memory Watch for the first time.”

Every  20  minu tes  f rom the 
South-Eastern Barracks of the Central 
Fortification of the Brest Fortress, the 
relief commander leads the guard of 
honour to the Memory Post: two boys 
who serve as sentries and two girls who 
serve as relief sentries. The girls’ hair is 
braided tightly, always with white bows.

We follow the guard from the guard-
room. Post No. 1 is characterised with 
army discipline. A soiled heel or a fold 
in clothes is immediately noticed. Igor 
Chikalov also controls the guards enter-
ing the post, with an experienced look of a 
reserve officer he notes ‘inaccuracies’, — 
“Distance! Fourth shift, pull up! Non-syn-
chronous drill step. The relief command-
er, do not rush! You set a very fast pace, 
they do not keep up with you.”

It is tourists and honoured guests 
who see a beautiful picture. But all this 
is achieved through months of theory 
and drill. One must stand in one posi-
tion, without moving, for 20 minutes. 
Then the sentries will be replaced by the 
next shift. Classes are held in the bar-
racks, where durin g the war there was a 
rifle regiment of the fortress. The chief 
of the guard gives marks, observing the 
intercession to the post. The results are 
summed up weekly, according to which 
the best guard of honour of the year is 
presented with the pos sibility to stand at 
the Eternal Flame on May 9th.

Can anyone who wants to join the guard 
of honour? No. Every Brest school has a 
military-patriotic interest club. Among the 
members of the club, a memorial detach-
ment is recruited, which includes 33 peop-
le: 25 for the main team, eight for the re-
serve shift. Age — not younger than 14. 
A doctor’s approval is required.

Thus, once a year, for one week, each 
of the 42 educational institutions of the city 
delegates 25 members of memory watch-
es to carry out the honorary Young Army 
mission. The watch runs from Thursday to 
Wednesday from 08:30 to 14:30.

How are the responsibilities distrib-
uted in the guard? The chief is always a 
young man, the assistant and commissar 
are a girl or a young man, the relief com-
manders and sentries are only young 
men, relief sentries are girls. Any of the 
group can be an orderly or a guide in the 
Museum of the Memory Post.

The retired lieutenant colonel assures 
that all seven days for the Young Army 
members are busy, “In addition to the 
watch, we are engaged in pre-conscription 
training and patriotic education. Each of the 
groups visits the museums of the memorial 
complex, the Kizhevatov frontier outpost, 
the fifth fort, holds meetings with military 
personnel, publishes a mural newspaper.”

Dad, mom, and I are a Young 
Army family

For 50 years, dynasties of the Young 
Army members have already formed 
in Brest. For example, the mother and 
father of Yegor Amosov, the chief of 

the guard of honour, an eleventh-grad-
er of School No. 9, were on the Mem-
ory Watch. Yegor says, “I have already 
stepped in for the fourth time. Of course, 
the parents suggested something, shared 
their memories.”

Ilya Iovlev’s father and elder sister 
stood at the Eternal Flame of the Brest 
Fortress. Ilya Iovlev takes over the Mem-
ory Post for the sixth time, the fourth of 
them as the chief of the guard, “I will 
remember my first watch forever. There 
was excitement and experience, I did not 
want to let the friends, the guards, the 
school down. We are doing an important 
thing, we pay tribute to the memory of 
our soldiers. Following the example of 
my father, I plan to connect my life with 
the army.”

Igor Chikalov is sure that the Memory 
Posts are not only provide patriotic educa-
tion, but also harden the body and spirit, 
as well as help in choosing a profession. 

Every year, 25–30 

graduates enter military educational insti-
tutions, linking their lives with the border, 
the Ministry of Emergency Situations, the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, and the army. 
The headquarters issues references and 
recommendations to applicants, which 
are taken into account by educational in-
stitutions. The lieutenant colonel told how 
one of the graduates entered the Russian 
military school, “Four people with the 
same scores, and one place. Who will be 
enrolled? Our cadet remembered my part-
ing words: he put on our insignia, marched 
in line, and reported clearly. They began 
to ask him about the Memory Post, about 
the fortress. As a result, they enrolled him, 
and the competitors were offered to come 
next year.”

Let the generations know
There were 168 Memory Posts in the 

USSR. Igor Chikalov regrets that many 
ceased to exist in the 1990s, “In 1997 – 

1998, some were re-

stored. Now there are 50 posts, of which 
three of them in our country — in Brest, 
Minsk and Mogilev. We keep in touch, 
hold a rally once a year. In June, this will 
be held in the Brest Fortress and will be 
dedicated to our 50th anniversary.”

The retired lieutenant colonel admit-
ted that he, the former military man, ac-
cepted the appointment as chief of staff 
of the Memory Post with pride, because 
from 2001 to 2004 the headquarters was 
headed by his father, Colonel Mikhail 
Chikalov. Once case also helped to ver-
ify the correctness of the decision, “A 
German delegation arrived at the fortress 
one day. The guests saw guys in uniform 
and decided to take a picture. We ap-
proached the guards, called out, but they 
did not react in any way: the relief com-
mander was walking and did not pay at-
tention to the tourists. Then they entered 
the guardroom with an interpreter. They 
asked permission to talk to the students. 
They asked a provocative question, in 
my opinion. They said something about 
how their ancestors were on our land 
in 1941. And now here they are. What 
do you think about it? One girl — the 
commissar of the guard — answers that 
‘you came to visit us, and we welcome 
you as guests. And if you had come as in 
1941, we would have met you just like 
our great-grandfathers’.”

Igor Chikalov admits, 
“I have no doubt that the 

Eternal Flame will never go out 
in the Brest Fortress, and that 
the guys and girls will stand in 
the Citadel at Post No. 1, salut-
ing the feat of the fallen heroes, 
known and nameless, today, 
tomorrow and in another 50 
years.”
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In winter and summer, in the cold and heat, guards stand by the Eternal Flame of 
the Brest Hero-Fortress memorial complex. Every day high school, lyceum and 
gymnasiums students keep the Memory Watch; for half a century, about a hundred 
thousand the Young Army members have taken part in the guard of honour in the 
Citadel. This year, the Brest Fortress Memory Post, which has become one of the 
hallmarks of Brest, was recognised with the President’s Spiritual Revival award.

At Post No. 1

It’s more than space!
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By Inna Gorbatenko

Belarus and Russia will begin the implemen-
tation of a new scientific and technical Union State pro-
gramme Complex-SG this year. It concerns the development 
of the basic elements of orbital and ground facilities. The task is to 
create joint multi-satellite constellations of small-sized spacecraft for  
the remote sensing of Earth and near-Earth space.
Awesome story

Over the years of co-operation between 
Belarus and Russia, stable scientific, techni-
cal and industrial co-operation in the space 
sector has developed. Major projects have 
been successfully implemented, a number of 
programmes of the Union State in the space 
field have been implemented, and most impor-
tantly, the Belarusian satellite (BKA) has been 
launched. Since 2012, it has been successfully 
operating in orbit, providing information to 
11 Belarusian ministries and departments. 
Satellite images help not only predict weather 
events or monitor the environmental situation, 
but also look for minerals, make plans for crop 
yields, and improve the efficiency of farmland 
management.

Head of the Joint Programmes on Space 
and Information Technologies Department of 
the United Institute of Informatics Problems 
Sergei Korenyako spoke about the current di-
rections of the Belarusian-Russian partnership 
in the space sector, “Co-operation with Russia 
in the post-Soviet period dates back to 1999. 
During this period, eight space programmes 
have been completed. Each had its own task. 
The first is the restoration of co-operation ties 
lost after the collapse of the USSR and the 
creation of a joint scientific and technological 
space. Subsequent programmes were aimed at 
creating scientific and technical groundwork 
in the rocket and space industry in order to 
receive space information in the interests of 
developing economic sectors.”

We have worked out the issue of creat-
ing small-sized spacecraft that would not 
be inferior in their qualities to large ones, 
but at the same time cost less. One of the 
significant results of the implementation 
of joint programmes was the creation of 
the Belarusian space system for the re-
mote sensing of Earth.

We are talking about ground infrastruc-
ture: a point for receiving, processing and 
storing space information and a satellite con-
trol point. The orbital component includes two 
twin spacecraft — Kanopus-V and BKA. The 
target equipment for both was manufactured 
by the leading Belarusian enterprise of the op-
toelectronic industry Peleng JSC.

Full speed ahead
Belarus and Russia continue to work on 

the creation of a joint spacecraft for the re-
mote sensing of Earth, which the presidents of 
our countries spoke about during a recent vis-
it to the Vostochny cosmodrome. The device 
should become one of the most promising in 
the world. Its preliminary design has already 
been developed, the equipment is being con-

sidered.

There is certain information that the 
Belarusian-Russian satellite will boast a 
spatial resolution of 0.35 metres. It will be a 
superb satellite. A whole series of the latest 
equipment is provided by Peleng JSC.

“The new spacecraft will significantly sur-
pass its predecessor in terms of performance. It 
will increase three times — up to 300 thousand 
square kilometres per day. The spacecraft is 
very manoeuvrable. Video mode is another in-
novation. It allows us to shoot a video lasting 80 
seconds from a height of 500 kilometres. The 
data transfer rate is 2.2 Gbps. This is ten times 
higher than BKA,” unveils Director of the Geo-
information Systems company at the National 
Academy of Sciences of Belarus Sergei Zolotoy.

The preliminary design of the Rus-
sian-Belarusian satellite is being created 
jointly with Roscosmos. Belarusian enter-
prises will manufacture optoelectronic tar-
get equipment.

Together with Russian colleagues, it is 
planned to create elements of the ground infra-
structure for controlling the apparatus, receiving 
and processing the information obtained.

The future belongs to orbital constellations 
consisting of small spacecraft, including nano-
satellites, emphasises Sergei Korenyako, “We 
plan to create nanosatellites that are as good as 
heavy and expensive satellites in terms of image 
quality. The component base for this has been 
created. There are some difficulties in transmit-
ting information from space through communi-
cation channels, so the question has been raised 
that part of the information from the satellite is 
processed not on earth, but in space. Only the 
data requested by the operator will be 
transmitted to Earth.”

Space debris issue was 
also mentioned. It can 
greatly obstruct the 
work of even the 
most  sophist i -
cated satellite. 
Our and Rus-
sian scientists 
came up with 
a  me thod 
that allows 
the skin to 
withstand 
impacts of 
micropar-
ticles at a 
speed of 5 
kilometres 
per second.

Sergei Ko-
renyako said that 
the there are plans 
to equip the satel-
l i te  with 

o p t i c a l 
equipment 
capable of de-
tecting dangerous 
objects on its way, 
“This is one of the tasks 
that scientists must solve 
within the framework of the 
new Union State programme 
Complex-SG. Its concept has al-
ready been approved at the level of 
the Council of Ministers of the Un-
ion State. The draft programme was 
signed by state customers — the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences of Belarus 
and the state corporation Roskosmos from 
the Russian part. We plan to start its imple-
mentation in the third quarter of 2022.”

We must create not only high-tech 
products, but also form personnel for 
the space industry. It is planned that, on 
our part, various institutes of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences, enterprises of the 
State Authority for Military Industry, uni-
versities and other organisations will be in-
volved in the space programme.

The plans are colossal. First, to develop a 
new design of a small-sized space platform in 
order to create vehicles for various purposes in 
a short time. Secondly, to invent new function-
al units — solar panels, systems of orientation, 
stabilisation, and more. They will allow the 
devices to actively operate in orbit for at least 
seven years.

Friendship in orbit
Engaged de-

partments and organisa-
tions of both countries are now 

discussing topical issues in the de-
velopment of bilateral relations, joint 

measures to counter sanctions pressure 
from the collective West. It is planned to 

use the intellectual and production potential 
of Belarus to the maximum to replace technol-

ogies, hardware and software base, which are 
not currently supplied by the West.

Sergei Korenyako on sanctions pressure on 
the space industry, “It will not be easy to buy some 
components for creating an instrument component 
abroad, but we are ready to stimulate import sub-
stitution. Work has already begun on the creation 
of new materials that were previously purchased 
from foreign companies. So we can replace the 
missing elements and reduce their cost. It is im-
portant to understand that most space technol-

ogy is the country’s own know-how. Filming 
technology, image processing and equip-

ment... These things are not for sale and, 
at the same time, they can’t be bought.” 

It is expected that domestic en-
terprises in the microelectronics 

industry will receive an addi-
tional boost amid sanc-

tions. They have set 
goals and 

allocated funds. 
Sergei Zolotoy added, 

“A few years ago, Rus-
sia set the task of minimising 
its dependence on foreign com-
ponents in the field of space. Today, 
80 percent of this has been done. Of 
course, there are components that are 
still purchased abroad. But the leading 
electronics suppliers (such as China and 
Korea) did not join the sanctions. There we 
can buy what until recently was purchased 
in the West, and the rest will be produced by 
ourselves.“

The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus 
and the state corporation Roskosmos plan to ex-
pand co-operation. In April, Vladimir Putin has 
brought in a bill to the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation to involve Belarusians in the construc-
tion of the Vostochny Cosmodrome. Roscosmos 
Director General Dmitry Rogozin noted that 
it is possible that the participation of Bela-
rusian builders and scientists in the devel-
opment of Vostochny and the city of Tsi-
olkovsky may lead to the emergence 
of local branches of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Be-
larus, which will develop 
space technologies  
in Russia.

Joint plans,  
new developments  
and counteraction  

to sanctions pressure:  
how Belarus and  

Russia will develop  
co-operation in the  

space industryIt’s more than space!
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The British Foreign Secretary, Liz 
Truss, is playing with fire. Last week, 
she described Russia’s Vladimir Putin as 
a ‘rogue operator’ lacking rationality, and 
with ‘no interest in international norms’. 
As a result, she said, “We will keep going 
further and faster to push Russia out of the 
whole of Ukraine.” She is clearly revelling 
in her imagined proxy war on the Russian 
bear and no one in Whitehall appears able 
to restrain her.

The use of the word ‘we’ publicly 
identifies Britain’s interests with Kiev’s. 
Ms. Truss calls for ever more economic 
and military aid to be sent to Ukraine, and 
such aid now teeters on the brink of overt 
engagement with Russia. “She nowhere 
mentions the risk involved in her desired 
escalation, let alone the possible compro-
mises of peace. Hers is tabloid diplomacy,” 
believes the British journalist.

Before his stunt visit to Kiev last 
month, Boris Johnson also instructed Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy not to make any conces-

sions to Vladimir Putin. “It is not unknown 
for democratic leaders to play war games 
to excite their electorates… It is hard to im-
agine a more delicate and dangerous time 
for such antics than now. The burning issue 
is not the awfulness of war. It is what can 
be done to stop it.”

According to Simon Jenkins, the worst 
thing Zelenskyy could face is western al-
lies in the US and Britain both led by pol-
iticians, Joe Biden and Johnson, who feel 
they are too weak domestically to support 
him in the compromises of peace.

“Johnson and Truss have not declared 
that a Ukrainian deal is for Zelenskyy and 
his people to decide. They want him to keep 
fighting for as long as it takes for Russia to 
be utterly defeated. They need a triumph in 
their proxy war. Meanwhile anyone who 
disagrees with them can be dismissed as a 
weakling, a coward or pro-Putin. That this 
conflict should be hijacked by Britain for 
a squalid forthcoming leadership contest 
is sickening,” summed up Mr. Jenkins.

The winners of the Pink Lady Food 
Photographer of the Year 2022 Com-
petition were announced at a ceremony 
streamed online. Indian photographer Deb-
datta Chakraborty was named the winner 
of the Pink Lady Food Photographer of the 
Year 2022 for an image of a street vendor 
in Srinagar, Kashmir. In the image titled 
Kebabiyana, the vendor is seen working at 
a smoke-filled food joint. He’s engulfed by 
smoke as he tends to what looks like meat 
kebabs. The photo was shot at Srinagar’s 
Khayyam Chowk, an alleyway that looks 
like any other street during the day. How-
ever, in the evening, it turns into a hub 

of activity as vendors light multiple char-
coal ovens, and the aroma and smoke of 
wazwan kebabs from the grills transform 
this street into a foodie’s paradise.

Caroline Kenyon, the founder and di-
rector of Pink Lady Food Photographer 
of the Year, said the winning photograph 
had ‘beautifully captured billowing em-
brace of the smoke, the golden light, the 
subject’s expression as he prepares the 
food for sharing’. “Sparks fly from the 
skewers, whose roasting we can almost 
smell, we imagine the warm, delicious 
aroma. This image, gentle but powerful, 
nourishes our soul,” added Ms. Kenyon.

Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

Kebab seller’s photo wins major food photo contest

Britain doesn’t want peace in Ukraine 
UK’s Liz Truss risks recklessly inflaming Ukraine’s war to serve her 
own ambition, columnist Simon Jenkins writes for The Guardian

Based on his statements, the dom-
inance of Western states in the world 
community was based on economic 
power. For example, in 2000, the pow-
ers that have now established sanctions 
restrictions on the Russian Federation, 
produced 79.4 percent of global GDP. 
By 2020, this value has decreased to 
60.4 percent.

“By 2040, China and India together 
will have a larger GDP in terms of pur-
chasing power than the United States 

and the eight largest countries that have 
imposed sanctions on Russia combined. 
Add to this the developing powers: Bra-
zil, Mexico, Indonesia and Turkey. Then 
the balance of power in the world will 
change even more. This development 
will end two hundred years of Western 
hegemony, unless one of these rising 
powers joins it,” explained the observer.

The author of the publication noted 
that the rapid economic development 
of China and India allowed them not to 

comply with the demands of Western 
countries and refuse to impose sanctions 
against Russia. For this reason, Beijing 
and New Delhi abstained during the vot-
ing on the adoption of UN resolutions 
condemning Moscow’s actions.

“The West has been the world leader 
for two centuries. If we do not adapt to 
the situation and do not prepare for the 
future, today’s collective response from 
Russia could become a swan song for 
the West,” the observer concluded.

The 200-year Western hegemony could end by 2040 with a significant 
increase in the GDP of China and India, columnist Henry Olsen writes 
in an article for the Washington Post newspaper

Topping US economy 
required to demonstrate 
superiority of China’s 
one-party system, Chinese 
leader tells officials

Chinese President Xi Jinping has 
told officials to ensure that the coun-
try’s economic growth outpaces that 
of the US this year, according to peo-
ple familiar with the discussions, even 
as its economy sags under its worst  
COVID-19 outbreak since the pan-
demic began.

In meetings over the past few weeks, 
Mr. Xi told senior economic and finan-
cial officials that ensuring that the econ-
omy is stable and growing is important 
because it is critical to show that Chi-
na’s one-party system is a superior al-
ternative to Western liberal democracy, 
and that the US is declining both politi-
cally and economically.

In response to Xi Jinping’s call to 
rev up growth, Chinese government 
agencies are discussing plans to acceler-
ate big construction projects, especially 
in the manufacturing, technology, ener-
gy and food sectors, as well as to issue 
coupons to individuals to spur consumer 
spending.

China should adopt ‘more vigorous’ 
macro policies to hedge the impact of 
the pandemic, said Wang Yiming, a 
member of the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee of the People’s Bank of China.

China’s GDP grew 4.8 percent in the 
first quarter, though many economists 
say that number likely overstates the 
strength of the country’s economy.

China to enter 
economic 
race with US

West’s hegemony is over soon

Main food photo award
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Cinematography, which appeared at the end of the 19th century thanks to its legendary ‘fathers’ Auguste and 
Louis Lumière, quickly conquered the hearts of the public of various countries and walks of life. Our compatriots 
were no exception, and even in 1900, five years after the first commercial public screening on the Parisian Bou-
levard des Capucines, the residents of provincial Minsk got acquainted with this magical new world — Richard 
Strömer, businessman and enthusiast, opened the first cinema in the city.

Completely different film

By Sergei Nikolaev,  

Vladimir Likhodedov

‘Billy, charge!’
There was no limit to the creativity 

of the owners of the first Minsk electric 
theatres under the dim lights of a pro-
vincial city — Modern, Illusion, Lux, 
Gigant (Giant), Eden invitingly lured 
to the premiere of an outlandish specta-
cle, offering comfort according to one’s 
wealth: from comfortable chairs and the 
orchestra for respectable gentlemen to 
the smell of fuel oil and smoky cramped 
halls for the general public.

However, a few years later, the rev-
olutionary ‘Comrade Mauser’ estab-
lished equality between everyone, and 
at the same time expropriated a profit-
able business, replacing the pretentious 
names in tune with the time: Illusion 
became Proletariy (Proletarian), Giant 
— Krasnaya zvezda (A red star), and 
Eden —  Internatsional (International). 
Authorities saw no obstacles to set up 
new visual platforms in sacred places. 
So, in the Minsk choral synagogue on 
Serpukhovskaya street (now Volodarsky 
street) a cinema called Kultura (Culture) 
appeared, and on the site of a Lutheran 
church on Zakharyevskaya street — a 
Detskiy (Children’s) cinematograph was 
established.

In the 1930s, most of the Minsk 
cinemas bore little resemblance to their 
predecessors. They acquired a certain, 
albeit very democratic gloss: there were 
box offices, well-furnished lobbies, 
comfortable and spacious auditoriums 
— all this have fortunately coincided 
with the beginning of the era of sound 
cinema... And then the war began. All 
the largest cinemas in the city centre 
were seriously damaged during the 
bombings, and then they were demol-
ished during the subsequent post-war 
reconstruction of the Belarusian capital. 

In 1942-1943, the occupation ad-
ministration decided to implement a 
rather bold idea — to build a cinema 
called Pershy (First) in a dilapidated 
city. Surprisingly, the two-story wood-
en building was able to survive numer-
ous bombings and was demolished only 
in the 1950s during the construction of 
the Hotel Minsk.

More halls — suitable  
and diverse

In the post-war years, cinema was, 
perhaps, the only available enter-
tainment for the broad masses of the 
country lying in ruins, so the Soviet 
authorities attached great importance 
to the construction of cinemas and the 
restoration of the cinema network. The 
aforementioned Pershy and a couple of 
cinema halls available, which were lo-
cated in the few buildings that survived 
in the centre of Minsk, were uneventful, 
and already in 1950 film lovers warmly 
welcomed the very first of post-war cin-
ema created by the legendary architect 
Iosif Langbard — the Pobeda (Victory) 
cinema. But such a picture show was 
more of a luxury than a model project 

for a country that was recovering from 
ruins and ashes with great difficulty. 
Therefore, in the next decade, inex-
pensive wooden buildings became the 
main trend, the first of which was the 
nice Letniy (Summer) movie theatre 
in the central Gorky Park. Unfortu-
nately, the building was completely 
destroyed in the fire in 1975, and even 
more unfortunately, it wasn’t restored. 
A co-brother of the Letniy, however, 
not so high-bred, known as the Raduga 
(Rainbow), opened in the park named 
after Chelyuskintsev in 1952. It was a 
little more fortunate: it left this world 
in the 90s, having been demolished for 
lack of prospects. 

In the 50s, when the authorities 
began to solve the problem of pro-
viding cinemas to new residential 
areas, three more samples of simple 
wooden architecture were built — the 
Znamya (Banner), Vympel (Pennon) 
and Udarnik (called in the name of 
top-quality staff members) cinemas. 
But the wooden Zorka (Star), which 
was built in the area of the Academy 
of Sciences, amazed not only with its 
heroic dimensions, but also with the 
outlandish night illumination for those 
times. Which, alas, did not save it from 
the bulldozer’s bucket after the deci-
sion to build the Oktyabr (October) 
major cinema on this site in the 70s.

The first post-war decade became a 
real heyday for the capital’s film distri-
bution facilities. According to the stand-
ard project of Zoya Brod, a popular in 
those years in the Soviet Union archi-
tect, the Spartak (Spartacus) cinemas on 
Storozhevka and Avangard (Forefront) 
on Grushevka were built. In the same 
years, two curious film facilities were 
opened for visitors, located in residen-
tial buildings: Smena (Session) on Dol-
gobrodskaya street (closed in 2002) and 
Tsentralnyy (Central) on Independence 
Avenue which is quite okay to this day.

Cinema halls, built in the 60s of the 
last century, were no longer impres-
sive either with special architectural 
delights or in scope. Komsomolets, 
Rodina (Motherland), Mir (Peace), 
Belarus, Raketa (Rocket) — in the 

days of Khrushchev’s minimalism, it 
wasn’t their aim, so they just regularly 
performed their main functions. As an 
exception, one can only note the Pio-
neer and Partizan cinemas built already 
under Brezhnev. These cinemas attract-
ed attention with a fundamentally new 
type of architecture — with a lot of 
glass, light and greenery. 

Most of the cinemas built in the cap-
ital in the 70s (the bulk of the construc-
tion took place in remote areas of the 
city) — Vilnius in Zeleny Lug, Druzhba 
(Friendship) in Chizhovka, Sovremen-
nik (Contemporary) on Kharkovskaya 
street — were guided by the architec-
tural parameters of their predecessors. 

‘Cinema was born at the fair. 
And 100 years later,  
it returned there.’

Separately, it is worth mentioning 
cinemas, which to a certain extent be-
came the forerunners of modern cinema 
complexes. Oktyabr was the first-born 
of the era of gigantomania, which is still 
conspicuous, although somewhat lost 
its former charm, built in 1975. It had 
a hall that could accommodate 1,400 
spectators, unimaginable figure at that 
time. During the first year of operation, 
it was visited by more than 2,200,000 
people. The next colossus of the Minsk 
film distribution was the Moskva (Mos-
cow) cinema, two halls of which were 
able to accommodate 1320 people. For 
its time, it was the most technically ad-

vanced and equipped cinema in Belarus, 
however, it should be noted that its best 
days are already over. Built in the late 
80s, the Aurora and Berestye turned out 
to be the last carriages of the Lumiere 
brothers train in the Soviet era...

At the end of the last century, 26 
cinemas worked in Minsk for ‘the most 
important of all the arts’. Many of them, 
unable to compete first with the stubborn, 
aggressive and ubiquitous video record-
ers, and then with the heavy artillery of 
the technological revolution in the world 
of entertainment, were closed. Some 
have survived and are content with the 
little that new audience favourites leave 
on the master’s table: cosy multiplexes, 
private cinema rooms and private cine-
mas. Yes, this is also a movie, but only 
completely different movie... 

Photo from the personal collection 
of Vladimir Likhodedov

The history of the evolution of Minsk cinemas
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By Sofia Arsenyeva

Ride through the swamp
Tourist trend — routes along ecolog-

ical paths. The most popular path in Be-
larus is located in the Vitebsk Region, in 
the Yelnya National Landscape Reserve. 
Wooden flooring with railings meanders 
through the swampy landscapes, and 
beckons into the swampy depths to the 
incredible beauty of the lake. Along the 
way, one can climb observation towers, 
admire the crane flocks and relax among 
the emerald moss carpets. The main rule 
is not to go off the route even a metre. A 
swamp is a swamp: no one could help if 
a person is dragged into it.

The most daring tourists have the 
opportunity to walk the untrodden paths 
in bogshoes, accompanied by an expe-

rienced employee of the reserve. There 
is also an extreme service — riding on 
swamp buggy.

Arrange a safari
Three-hour drive south from Minsk 

— and you are in the heart of the wild-
life. The Pripyatsky National Park is a 
place where you can catch Belarusian 
Zen. Centuries-old oak forests, swampy 
meadows, forest lakes and even sand 
dunes there is much to see upon.

The abundance of untouched nature 
impresses even the most sophisticated 
tourists. However, the safari park is the 
main zest, which is called a reserve with-
in the reserve. 250 hectares of forest are 
inhabited by wild animals, which can be 
found on the eight-kilometre route. No 
one deliberately brought animals here. 

Workers simply fenced off the area around 
the perimeter. Who got caught — stayed. 
Here one can enjoy the Belarusian fauna 
in the form in which nature intended it.

Hunting is prohibited, visitors can 
only watch and make photos. Deer with 
branched horns and wild boars with a litter 
of piglets will definitely get on the photo.

Walk the partisan paths
The best way to celebrate May 9th 

is to go to the place where the real strug-
gle against the Nazi occupiers unfolded. 
Belarus received the status of a ‘Partisan 
Republic’ for a reason. Here, every forest 
kilometre remembers that the people’s 
avengers did not let the Nazis relax on a 
foreign land. For maximum immersion 
in the atmosphere — welcome to the 
Khovanshchina Memorial Complex of 
Partisan Glory. The only way to get to 
the island among marshy swamps is 
on foot. Dugouts and squat log cabins 
remind that almost eighty years ago 
there was a large partisan camp. In 
the Khovanshchina, they coordinated 
the work of the forest army, treated the 
wounded, published the Zarya news-
paper, and even organised a school.

There is no road to the island. Pre-
viously, it was possible to get there 
only through a secret masonry hidden 
underwater. Today, a bridge was laid 
for convenience. Every year, thousands 
of people come to take part in patriotic 
quests or get to know the history of the 
partisan movement in the Brest Region. 
But the most interesting thing happens 
on the last weekend of spring. To re-
mind of the feat of our ancestors, the 
legendary forest army comes to life for 
two days during a grandiose theatrical 
reconstruction.

Visit Uncle Yakub
‘My native land, how dear you are 
to me!
I don’t have enough strength to for-
get you!’

The author of the famous lines, Yakub 
Kolas, actually had several native shores 
at once. The future national poet spent his 
childhood in the Stolbtsy District near the 
Neman River. His father was a forester for 
the Radziwill magnates. The family of-
ten moved from one farmstead to another 
— Akinchitsy, Albut, Lastok, Smolnya... 
Nowadays, this is an amazing walking 
route for lovers of poetry and nature. On 
the way from one authentic house to an-
other, from oak forests to the high bank 
of the river, one can read poetry or just 
make stop to enjoy the modest charm of 
the Belarusian forest. After a long winter, 
this is an excellent opportunity to shake off 
tiredness and breathe in plenty of clean air.

Conquer the Amazon
Polesie is the beauty and pride of Be-

larusian tourism. The region is famous for 
its colourful local people who still keep 
the traditions of their ancestors and speak 
a special dialect that is not similar to the 
literary Belarusian language. The best 
way to travel here is by water. Especial-
ly in spring, after all, after the flood, the 
roads here are fully covered with a mir-
ror surface. Pripyat, Goryn, Sluch, Stviga, 
Smerd, Tsna — choose any river, jump 
into a kayak and row towards adventure.

Polesie is compared with the Amazon 
because of the ‘jungle’ that winds its way 
to the eyes of tourists. Branches hang low 
over winding rivers, dense bushes rustle 
mysteriously, and the smell of wild flow-
ers and herbs goes to your head.

Compact but at the same time 
picturesque Belarus boasts  
a variety of routes — literary, 
natural and partisan

Hike 
in Belarus
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We are ready to fight
The 2nd National Athletes Forum:  
Belarusian and Russian sports would  
overcome the difficult times together
The world sports community, having completely discredited itself with 
the latest decisions and trampled on the root of the age-old Olympic 
principles, nevertheless continues to carpet bombardment of our coun-
tries — they are trying to break and bring Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes to their knees with mass disqualifications, deprivations and suspen-
sions. However, the ‘divide and conquer’ principle does not work in this 
case: last week’s visit to Minsk by an official delegation of the Russian 
Olympic Committee and the National Athletes Forum that took place in 
those days clearly showed that the integration of the sports industries of 
the two states is in full swing at all levels. 

By Sergei Kanashits

For three days, Minsk became the heart of the sports 
life of the two countries. A joint meeting of the commis-
sions of athletes of the NOC of Belarus and the Russian 
Olympic Committee was held in the capital of our country. 
At the headquarters of the NOC, leading athletes of the two 
countries discussed one of the most important and pressing 
issues: how to protect athletes who are suspended from in-
ternational competitions due to the politicisation of sports. 
Later, numerous master classes of famous champions took 
place. For example, Sofia Velikaya shared the secrets of 
skill with fencers, Yuri Borzakovsky with athletes, Alex-
ander Legkov with skiers, Roman Vlasov with wrestlers...  

In the following days, it was noisy and exciting 
again at the headquarters of the NOC of Belarus — 2nd 
National Athletes Forum was held here, which brought 
together more than 250 current and former athletes of 
Belarus and Russia, World and Olympic champions, as 
well as marketing specialists, coaches and other sports 
professionals industry. The meeting began with a sol-
emn and pleasant ceremony: the Belarusian medallists 
of the Beijing 2022 Games, Anton Smolski and Hanna 
Huskova, were honoured. Athletes were presented with 
memorable valuable gifts, and based on the results of the 
athletes’ performance at the main start of the four-year 
period, the Executive Committee of the NOC of Bela-
rus decided to provide additional funding in the amount 
of 200,000 rubles to the Biathlon Federation of Belarus 
and the Belarusian Freestyle Federation. In addition, the 
Communications and Informatisation Ministry issued an 
envelope with an original stamp, which was cancelled 
with the participation of the winners themselves in hon-
our of the awards won by Belarusians.

The direction of the subsequent discussion was giv-
en to the forum participants by life itself. The topic of 
supporting sports and athletes in the current difficult 
conditions, as well as joining forces in overcoming all 
problems, was clearly outlined in the comments of the 
heads of the Olympic committees of Belarus and Russia 
— Viktor Lukashenko and Stanislav Pozdnyakov. Viktor 
Lukashenko noted, “The situation is not easy, but any 
time of crisis is a time of opportunities. We already have 
a number of joint competitions and projects in which our 
athletes take part. A joint handball league has recently 
been established. Today it is very important to develop 

directions and make decisions that will help to cope with 
difficulties together with our Russian colleagues. All ath-
letes can always count on support.” 

Throughout our sovereign history, our state has 
been creating worthy conditions so that athletes can 
train, develop and win competitions of any rank. 
This policy would be pursued in the future.

Stanislav Pozdnyakov, an outstanding athlete in the 
recent past, a four-time Olympic champion in fencing 
(by the way, his daughter Sofia returned from the Tokyo 
Games with two gold medals), also looks to the future with 
optimism, “The Olympic movement is not limited to elite 
sports and the close contact between the sports industries 
of our two countries is not just to hold joint tournaments. 
It is much more voluminous and comprehensive. One of 

the most pressing topics is the promotion of coaching and 
refereeing educational programmes. We try to cover and 
solve as many questions as possible. Competitions rep-
resent only the tip of the iceberg, but the main thing is to 
pay attention to the problems of youth sports. And here we 
have great potential for joint development.”

Everyone felt optimistic, participants did not want 
to grieve, but to act, and therefore there was no sign of 
sadness on anyone’s faces. Yes, today we are witnessing 
a radical break in the integrity of the Olympic movement 
in the world, but, as King Solomon said, this too shall 
pass. However, the legendary wrestler, three-time Olym-
pic champion Aleksandr Karelin, who, being in Minsk 
on a completely different, non-sporting occasion, did not 
fail to visit his colleagues, could well compete with the 
Jewish king in wisdom. He was, as always, bright and 

impressive in his speech, “Remem-
ber that we are on the long-suffering 
land of Belarus on the eve of a great 
holiday for us — Victory Day. We 
are a nation of winners. Consider for 
a moment how our ancestors stood 
up to the polished European machine 
against all odds. What was it like for 
them? Remember who you are and 
what kind of blood flows in you. And 
then all doubts will carry away like 
dust. We live in a state of historic re-
currence. And it’s not just about the 
Olympics. Many countries did not 

come to the 1980 Games; the socialist camp boycott-
ed the competition in 1984. In 1988, everyone returned 
again. And we were ready! We should act in the same 
way now. We will prepare a frame, and you, athletes, will 
prepare the content, new reasons for pride. 

Let’s implement a new attitude to the champi-
onship within the Union State. Let’s make this title 
more prestigious. 

Respect for the coach, parents, traditions — transmit 
your experience to future generations, to those who come 
after you. And then at the next National Athletes Forums, 
future generations of athletes will accept us as people who 
have done a great and necessary thing in their time. So 
guys, cheer up. Heart-searching is a wonderful Russian 
trait described by Dostoevsky. But that’s not the reason. 
Know that you will succeed!”

Sofia Velikaya handed over her legendary saber  
to the museum exposition of the NOC of Belarus

Master class by Roman Vlasov

President of the Russian Olympic Committee Stanislav 
Pozdnyakov, President of the NOC of Belarus Viktor 

Lukashenko and Director of the Belarusian State Museum of 
the History of the Great Patriotic War Vladimir Voropayev
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Lesson in humanity
At the end of April, a shocking video from Vitebsk ap-

peared on the Internet of a woman furiously beating a dog. 
The video of cruelty to animal caught the President’s eye, 
and he couldn’t help but intervene. He immediately instruct-
ed to find both the heartless pet owner and her little pet. 

Now the list of convictions of this woman will be 
replenished with an administrative article for cruelty to 
animals, as well as for obstructing an officer in the exe-
cution of his duty.

The dog was brought to Minsk and the President 
presented it to the coach of his team, a member of the 
Council of the Republic of the National Assembly Dmi-
try Baskov during a hockey training session on May 2nd. 

Thanks to the intervention of the President, the dog 
found a new owner and a new home. By the way, the cute 
white fluffy name is Odie, he is a year and three months 
old. The dog is very sociable, intimate and loves children.

This case again reminds us of the relevance of the 
issue of developing a law on the protection of animals. 
Back in January, during the Address of the President to the 
Belarusian people and the National Assembly, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko supported the development of this bill. The 
Head of State admitted that he always reacts very pain-
fully when he is reported on cases of cruelty to animals. 
He emphasised that there are three things that are categor-
ically unacceptable for him, “Crying children. Violence 

against women. And killing animals. For me, these three 
things are prohibitive and just unacceptable...”

The reaction of the Head of State to the egregious 
incident in Vitebsk is another evidence that lawlessness 
will not be allowed in our country. Nowhere and under 
no circumstances. 

Based on materials of sb.by

The Belarus President’s Team has an exceptional talisman
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Dmitry Baskov with a dog
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Artem Rybak, great-nephew of the Hero of the Republic of Belarus Vladimir Karvat in the museum named after his ancestor  
in secondary school No. 8 in Brest, also named after Vladimir Karvat
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Photo of 
the week

On May 6th, 1907, Nikolai 
Gastello was born (1907-
1941), a pilot, Hero of the 
Soviet Union. His father 
is a native of Belarus. At 
the very beginning of the 
Great Patriotic War, Captain 
Gastello with his crew 
members set his burning 

plane on an enemy tank column on the 
Molodechno-Radoshkovichi highway, which 
exploded along with the plane. A monument 
to the feat of the crew was erected on the 
Minsk-Vilnius highway.

On May 6th, 2002, the 
State Museum of Military 
History of the Republic 
of Belarus was opened in 
Minsk. Three exposition 
halls are dedicated to the 
settlement of the territory of Belarus by the 
Slavs, the history of Belarus as part of the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Russian 
Empire, the events of the 1st World War, the 
Civil War of 1918-1920, the Great Patriotic 
War and the history of the Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Belarus. 

On May 6th, 2017, 
a memorial sign 
dedicated to citizens 
of all nationalities 
who took part in the 
liberation of Belarus 

from Nazi invaders was opened in Minsk.

On May 6th, 1994, 
the grand opening of 
the tunnel, laid under 
the English Channel and 
connecting France and 
England, took place. It 

was solemnly opened by the leaders of the 
participating countries — Queen Elizabeth II 
of Great Britain and French President François 
Mitterrand. The total length of the tunnel 
under the English Channel (Eurotunnel) is 
about 51 kilometres, of which 38 kilometres 
are directly under the seabed.

May 7th is Day of Radio, 
Television and Communica-
tions Workers in the Republic 
of Belarus. This day entered 
the history of world science 
and technology as the birthday 
of radio. It was on May 7th, 1895, that the 
Russian scientist Alexander Popov made a 
presentation and demonstrated his invention, 
the world’s first radio receiver, at a meeting 
of the Russian Physical and Chemical Society. 

On May 7th, 1755, 
the grand opening of 
the Moscow University 
(today — Lomonosov 
Moscow State 
University) took place. 

It was founded thanks to the activities of the 
outstanding scientist-encyclopaedist, the first 
Russian academician Mikhail Lomonosov, and 
is considered the oldest Russian university.

On May 7th, 1840, Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky was born 
(1840-1893), a Russian 
composer, conductor, teacher. 
He was one of the greatest 
composers in the world, a 
prominent representative 
of musical romanticism 

and an outstanding lyricist and playwright-
psychologist in music. Tchaikovsky became 
world famous with the Swan Lake, The 
Nutcracker, The Sleeping Beauty ballets, the 
Eugene Onegin, The Queen of Spades, The 
Maid of Orleans operas and others.

May 8th is Day of 
the State Emblem 
and the State Flag 
in the Republic of 
Belarus. These state 
symbols reflect the 
patriotic, historical 
and cultural traditions of the country, the 
character of the people, and their spiritual 
potential. They are endowed with bright 
features and are easily recognisable among 
all state symbols of the world community.

May 8th is World Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Day. It has been 
celebrated since 1953 by decision 
of the International Conference of 

the Red Cross on the birthday of Jean-Henri 
Dunant (1828-1910), a Swiss public figure, 
the initiator of the founding (1863) of the 
International Red Cross Organisation.

On May 8th, 
1945, the German 
Instrument of 
Surrender was signed 
on the outskirts of 
Berlin, Karlshorst, at 

22:43 CET (May 9th at 0:43 Moscow time), 
and May 9th was proclaimed Victory Day.

May 9th is Victory 
Day in the Republic 
of Belarus. The 
Great Patriotic War 
began on June 
22nd, 1941 and 
lasted 1418 days 
and nights. The 
Great Victory of the Soviet people over Nazi 
Germany is forever inscribed in the heroic 
chronicle of our country. Belarusians are 
one of the most affected nations of the war. 
209 cities, 9200 villages were destroyed and 
burned, and more than 3 million inhabitants 
of Belarus were killed.

On May 10th, 1892, the solemn opening 
of the first two lines (Vokzalnaya and 
Centralnaya) of the horse-drawn railway 
connecting railway stations and suburban 
quarters with the centre took place in 

Minsk. Three 
years later, 
the Nemigo-
Zakharyevskaya 
line was 
introduced.
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