
Soul education
From this academic year, an optional course in spiritual and moral education and patriotism appeared 
in schools. The course is based on Christian values and is designed for pupils of 5th and 6th grades. 
Classes are not compulsory, but voluntary.
During lessons, the spiritual, moral and cultural heritage of Christianity is studied, alongside its role 

in the formation of Belarusian statehood and patriotic education, what love for 
the Fatherland means and how it is expressed. To help the teacher and pupils, 
the Spirituality and Patriotism tutorial has been specially released, which is 
richly illustrated, contains QR codes and is greatly enjoyed by children.

In ethnographic 
museums  
and farmsteads,  
the season  
of ‘Vyachorki’  
is in full swing
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How and with 
whom Belarus  
is going  
to increase  
trade in the next 
five years

History teacher Dmitry Dovgunenko with pupils of Minsk’s secondary school No. 191 during the optional course on spiritual and moral education and patriotism
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Constitution for our future

Head of the Belarus  
President  

Administration,  
Igor Sergeyenko: 

In the course of the work, 
77 articles were changed, 

11 new ones appeared and 
a new chapter is proposed. The 

changes also affected the preamble, which enshrines 
the preservation of national identity and sovereign-
ty, as well as cultural and spiritual traditions as the 
basic principles of the Constitution. These norms 
became the implementation of society’s requests 
to consolidate our national, state identity. After all, 
a truly independent state can only be made with a 
strong nation... An equally important constitution-
al message is the preservation of the historical truth 
and memory of the Great Patriotic War and the her-
oism of our people. It is also important to consolidate 
other new norms, such as the preservation of tradi-
tional family values, the support for young people, 
families with children, disabled people, the develop-
ment of nuclear energy exclusively for peaceful pur-
poses, the protection of personal data and others.

Chairman of the Stand-
ing Commission of the 

House of Represent-
atives on Education, 
Culture and Science, 

member of the  
Constitutional  

Commission,  
Igor Marzalyuk:

The new draft Constitution is many times more 
democratic than the current Basic Law. This ap-
plies, in particular, to the redistribution of powers 
between the branches of government, increasing 
the role of the prime minister, parliament and the 
judiciary. Yes, this is not the American Constitution, 
but Belarus will never have that. As there will be no 
French or British, but there will be Belarusian... Be-
larus has never been so independent and self-suf-
ficient as it has become during the presidency of 
Aleksandr Lukashenko. The domestic and foreign 
policy of our country, its social model is determined 
here, in Minsk, in the Palace of Independence.

Based on the materials of sb.by and belta.by

This fact was especially underlined by Aleksandr Lukashenko, opening  
a joint meeting of the Constitutional Commission and a specially created 
working group to finalise the draft Basic Law

Work on the preparation of amendments  
to the Constitution has entered the home stretch

 “A lot has been done,” stated the Head 
of State. While working on the draft of 
the Basic Law, the Constitutional Com-
mission first introduced the developed 
proposals, accumulating, among other 
things, numerous initiatives by citizens. 
This option was taken as a basis by the 
working group, which focused its activ-
ities on a number of unresolved funda-
mental issues and tried to formulate solu-
tions to issues where the Constitutional 
Commission had not succeeded.

“Crucial constitutional norms were 
developed as a result,” noted the Presi-
dent. “The status of the Belarusian Peo-
ple’s Congress was formalised, powers 
were distributed between government 
bodies and the stability of the state appa-
ratus was guaranteed. The working group 
confirmed that transitional provisions 
were formulated. I do not think that these 
are final provisions, it is still necessary 
to work on them, even radical improve-
ments may be necessary.”

‘Our veche’
“The key amendments to the Basic 

Law are aimed at significantly strength-
ening people’s rule,” said Aleksandr 
Lukashenko. “With this in mind it was 
proposed to formalise the status of the 
Belarusian People’s Congress in the Con-
stitution and give it powers that are strate-
gically important for maintaining stabili-
ty in the country. As I have said more than 
once, the Belarusian People’s Congress is 
our veche [a popular assembly in medi-
eval Slavic countries]. I believe that this 
institution of people’s rule chimes in with 
centuries-old traditions and the way of 
life of Belarusians.”

The Head of State noted that the Be-
larusian People’s Congress is not a new 
body for Belarus, “It just belongs to the 
Constitution. And here it is not a matter 
of personalities. I stress that there should 
not be any specific personalities in the 
Constitution. Lukashenko doesn’t make 
the Constitution for himself.” At the same 
time, the Head of State noted that Belarus 
will remain a presidential republic, “This 

is how we will protect the foundations of 
statehood. We will preserve and consoli-
date the continuity of our historical expe-
rience. But let’s be frank, and I will pub-
licly speak about this today: everything 
will depend on which President will re-
place this current President. Therefore, 
we are insured by the Belarusian People’s 
Congress. You see that it has not become 
easier or calmer around us.”

At the crossroads
Belarus is located at a crossroads, the 

intersection of the interests of the West 
and the East and each of the parties has 
its own interests. Therefore, they will 
not give our country a quiet life, believes 
the President. In this regard, he recalled 
how, due to the interests and actions of 
other countries, Belarus suffered during 
numerous wars, including WWII.

“We have created our own independ-
ent sovereign state, which has existed for 
more than a quarter of a century,” said 
the President. “And this state must be 
preserved for future generations. For 
children, you need to leave a normal 
well-governed country.”

In the near future, the prepared draft 

of the Basic Law will be submitted for 
national discussion, and at this stage 
every citizen will be able to become a 
participant in the constitutional process, 
noted Aleksandr Lukashenko.

According to the Head of State, so-
ciological studies show that 50-60 per-
cent of the population are ready to come 
to the referendum and support the draft 
Basic Law. “But if we do a good job, 

publish the draft Constitution, tell peo-
ple about the innovations, explain once 
again why we are adopting this Consti-
tution, I am sure that people will support 
us, as it was at the turning point in the 
mid-1990s,” said Aleksandr Lukashenko 
without doubt.

“Therefore, I would ask you to meet 
with people in labour collectives, at 
their places of residence, in public asso-
ciations. We need to actively appear in 
the media, talk about the Constitution. 
In a word, take the initiative,” said the 
President, directing the participants of 
the event. “Citizens should come to the 
referendum with a clear understanding 
of the essence of all innovations and the 
need for their adoption.”

On the plans of the self-exiled 
opposition: ‘It is ridiculous’

During the meeting, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko also spoke about the new 
plan of the fugitives to destabilise the sit-
uation in the country before the referen-
dum, “I must warn you that those who 
loudly demanded changes, who wanted 
the president removed, ousted, killed 
and so on, oppose the changes and the 

amendments to the Constitution today.”
The Head of State said that he was 

aware of a plan hatched by the self-ex-
iled opponents of the current government 
and promised to make it public, “I want 
people to know what they are planning. 
It’s ridiculous. By devising this plan they 
hope to get funding. Being a person who 
has already seen it all, I wonder whether 
the West will get dump again and ear-
mark the money for this.”

“They are already preparing to sab-
otage the Constitution referendum and, 
if their plan comes through, to bring 
Belarusians onto the streets again,” said 
the President, noting that in this case, 
apparently, history has not taught them 
anything.

Chairman of the 
Constitutional 

Court and the 
Constitution-
al Commis-
sion, Piotr 

Miklashevich:

The constitution-
al changes take into account the urgent 
needs of society. The constitutional pro-
visions on the redistribution of powers 
in the system of state power have been 
adjusted in order to expand the compe-
tence, independence and responsibility 
of state bodies. At the same time, the 
presidential form of government and the 
balance of powers of other authorities 
are preserved... After the nationwide dis-
cussion, certain adjustments and clari-
fications will still be made on the text 
of the Constitution. Now, the task in a 
nationwide discussion is to hear the re-
quests from our citizens and to give spe-
cific explanations.
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Every life is important
Minsk will do everything possible to solve the refugee problems. Western politicians should come to their senses.  
The confrontation in the centre of Europe is beneficial only to the United States. What other topics were tackled by  
the President during his visit to the refugee camp in the transport and logistics centre near the Bruzgi border crossing.

By Dmitry Kryat, Yevgeny 
Kononovich, Dmitry Umpirovich, 
Polina Konoga

The Head of State examined 
the food distribution point very 
carefully and asked if there was 
enough food for everyone. Inside 
the centre, the President paid at-
tention to fire safety issues and, 
of course, got acquainted with 
the conditions for accommodat-
ing people on the spot.

The migrants greeted the 
leader of Belarus with applause.

“Do you have enough space 
for accommodation in the cen-
tre? Do you need more?” the 
President immediately asked 
the people.

“In general, everything is 
fine,” they assured him.

Politics shouldn’t be 
made out of human fates

Refugees, of course, are not 
to be envied. Behind them there 
is chaos, devastation and war at 
home. Ahead of them is still an 
insurmountable wall, cold-blood-
edly erected by the hand of the 
Polish authorities. They do not 
want to stay in Belarus. Their 
ultimate goal is Germany, where 
their relatives and friends have 
already settled some time ago. 
People go to reunite with their 
family members. The President 
encouraged them saying,

“We are all humans. 
There can be difficulties and 
there can be troubles. But 
I am sure that we will over-
come these problems togeth-
er... The truth is that we are 
in no way going to toy with 
and make politics out of your 
fates.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
called on the Polish side to let 
refugees into Germany, “I am ad-
dressing the people of Poland not 
because there is no government 
there. It’s just that the authorities 
in Poland have gone insane, they 
have lost touch with reality. 

Dear Poles, bring your 
politicians back to their sens-
es! You certainly understand 
that they want to solve their 
domestic and external prob-
lems at the expense of these 
disadvantaged people.”

The Head of State drew at-
tention to the fact that Warsaw 
expects to bargain billions of 
Euros from the European Union, 
which blocked this assistance be-
cause of disagreements with the 
country. In addition, the Polish 
leadership, using the situation on 
the border, is trying to distract its 
citizens from internal problems. 
The President reminded them,

“The Poles are not happy 
with the ruling coalition and 
they are becoming increasingly 
vocal about it. In order to divert 
the public attention from these is-
sues, they [the Polish authorities] 
unleashed this mayhem at the 
border. Therefore, I ask the Poles 

once again, I persistently ask: we 
do not need any clashes, let alone 
wars, let these people through 
to Germany. After all, neither 
Belarus nor Poland is their final 
destination.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko also 
called on the people of Germany 
to shelter refugees from the Bela-
rusian-Polish border,

“I want to appeal to the 
people of Germany. Here, 
most of the people want to 
reunite with their families, 
find their loved ones who 
are in Germany. 

Please take these people to 
your place. This is a small bur-
den, they want to live in Germa-
ny. Two thousand people is not a 
big problem for Germany. And 
Chancellor Merkel agreed with 
this, but the Poles are blocking it.”

We will help as much  
as possible

Aleksandr Lukashenko noted 
earlier that our country — unlike 
the West — will do everything 

possible to somehow help refu-
gees. The refugees greeted this 
promise with warm applause. 
The President stressed,

“We will persistently ask 
the western states to help 
you. This is not only a hu-
man problem, I look further: 
if we do not solve the refugee 
problem in Belarus now, it 
will be much more powerful 
not only in spring, but also in 
winter. We understand that 
a huge number of refugees 
will rush here, and it will be 
impossible to contain them at 
the border.”

Concluding his visit to the 
Bruzgi transport and logistics 
centre, the President talked to the 
media. There was no shortage 
of questions. Merkel will soon 
be replaced by a new chancellor 
— Social Democrat Olaf Scholz. 
Therefore, the journalists did not 
fail to ask the Belarusian Presi-
dent if he expects a common lan-
guage with the new leadership of 
Germany. The answer was,

“We do not count on any-
thing, but we act like normal 
people, civilised neighbours. 
We do not want any war, any 
confrontation here, in the 
centre of Europe. If they stick 
to the same policy, they are 
welcome, we will meet and 
embark on talks tomorrow. 
If they want confrontation, I 
think they will only lose.”

In a conversat ion with  
Aleksandr Lukashenko, the me-
dia representatives touched upon 
the statements made in Poland 
about the blocking of air routes 
for the delivery of refugees. Such 
a policy by the European Union 
will not work, as refugees will 
look for other ways, including 
walking routes. Here is what the 
Head of State thinks about this,

“For Russia, and for us, 
and even for Ukraine, it will 
be a problem if they go by 
land. It will be a disaster. And 
it is not clear who will walk in 
these crowds. After all, it is im-
possible to carry weapons and 

explosives on an airplane, it’s 
all controlled. And all this will 
not be under control. These 
thoughtless scoundrels [in 
the West] do not understand 
what they are doing. If it hap-
pens in Belarus and Russia, 
things will turn nasty, we will 
be forced to defend ourselves, 
and we will use any methods.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko not-
ed that today it has already been 
proven how refugees get to Bela-
rus and further to the EU, “There 
is a large travel company, head-
ed by Kurds, and they promot-
ed this route. Why? Because on 
this route billions of US Dollars 
are earned. There they are load-
ed onto airplanes, transported to 
Minsk, where taxi drivers and 
motorists take them to the border. 
They cross the border; it costs 
3,000-5,000 Euros in Poland to 
take them to Germany. It’s al-
ready been revealed.”

Western-style freedom  
of speech

Reporters also inquired 
about the opinion of the Head of 
State as to why some represent-
atives of the West, international 
organisations do not make con-
tact with journalists.

“They come here in order 
to blurt out three words to you 
and strut around and promote 
themselves,” replied Aleksandr 
Lukashenko. “Keep in mind 
their monthly salary equals to 
what we all, including me, are 
paid every month. What kind of 
conversations and negotiations 
can we have with them? They 
are empty people. 

Those, who pay their sal-
aries — mainly Americans, 
Europeans and the rest — 
call the shots.”

‘We will never forget this’
A young girl from Iraq ad-

dressed the Head of State,
“Mr. President, first of all, 

I would like to thank you for 
everything that you are doing for 
us. It is very important for us. 

If all presidents in Europe 
were like you, there would be 
no problems at all. We would 
be received cordially every-
where.

It is extremely important for 
us to get to Europe and start a new 
life simply because we cannot go 
back to Iraq. This is a big problem 
for us... We hope that Germany 
will finally open its borders for us, 
and the Poles will let us through 
and receive us with a warm heart. 
Like Belarus. Like you do! We 
really hope that Europe will do 
something good for us, like Mr. 
Lukashenko! We will never for-
get this! I say all these kind words 
on behalf of everyone who has 
gathered here today, from all chil-
dren, from all who have suffered, 
who have injuries. I am grateful 
to you for giving us shelter and 
providing us with food.”

These people became guests of Belarus against their will. Well-fed Europe, un-
der the strict leadership of the United States, destroyed their homes and their 
usual way of life, then called them to Europe, but deceived them. The refugees 
who have found themselves in Belarus today face a dilemma: what to do next? 
In a conversation with refugees, Aleksandr Lukashenko stressed,
“Anyone who wants to go home, we will help them do it. But we will not force them. 
It is your right. Anyone who wants to move westward is also your right. We will not 
catch, beat or hold you behind barbed wire. If you want to leave, we will help you. 
If you don’t want to, well ... we will do everything to save your lives and especially 
your children and wives.”

B
E

LT
A

B
E

LT
A



4
The Minsk Times

Thursday
December 2

2021

M
EM

O
RY

Real Heroes of Belarus
Aleksandr Lukashenko signed a decree to posthumously confer the Hero 
of Belarus title on pilots Andrei Nichiporchik and Nikita Kukonenko
By Darya Gotovko

The flight commander 
and the pilot of the 
combat aviation train-
ing unit of the training 
and combat squadron 
of the 116th Assault 
Airbase of the Air Force 
and Air Defence Forces 
of the Armed Forces 
were awarded the high 
titles for courage and 
heroism displayed  
in the performance  
of military duty.

How it happened
The military plane crash 

happened on the afternoon of 
May 19th. Before their deaths, 
the pilots managed to direct the 
aircraft to the only vacant patch 
in the densely built-up area — 
a vacant lot between apartment 
buildings and private houses. In 
fact, they gave up the possibility 
of their own salvation so that no 
one would perish on earth. Little 
more than a minute passed from 
the moment of the emergency 
to the plane crashing. Shocked 
local residents immediately re-
ported the incident to emergen-
cy services. Several firefighting 
crews worked at the scene.

On the same day, the In-
vestigative Committee opened 
a criminal case in connection 
with the plane crash. At the 
scene, experts began to work 
to establish the circumstances 
of the incident. On May 20th, 
the inspection was completed, 
witnesses and servicemen at the 
airbase were questioned, a num-
ber of necessary expert investi-
gations were appointed.

Decoding black boxes
On the day the decoding of 

the flight recorders began, the 
whole country was shocked by 
the courage and dedication of 
the pilots. On May 20th, a De-
fence Ministry spokesman said 
that the emergency situation 
with a military aircraft had oc-
curred over the airfield.

Major Nichiporchik 
managed to report the inci-
dent and received the com-
mand to eject. However, the 
crew disobeyed, the lives of 

other people were more im-
portant to them at that mo-
ment.

Igor Golub, Chief of the 
Air Force and Air Defence 
Command of the Armed Forc-
es, said,

“The crew, after the emer-
gency occurred, reported to 
the flight supervisor about the 
failure of the control system. In 
this situation, according to the 
guidance documents, the crew 
is obliged to leave the plane: to 
eject. The flight supervisor gave 
the command at least ten times 
‘Eject! Catapult! Jump!’ At this 
time, the plane went into uncon-

trolled movement, and its trajec-
tory began to deviate to the left, 
that is, towards the city. The 
crew didn’t leave the plane, they 
continued to fight and managed 
to switch to the backup control 
system. This made it possible 
to stabilise only the direction 
of flight, and the crew managed 
to change the direction, but not 
the altitude, which continued 
to fall rapidly. At an altitude of 
about 50m, the crew managed 
to align the direction of flight 
with incredible effort and direct 
the plane to that single point 
that was outside the residential 
buildings.”

How Belarus paid a last 
tribute to the heroes

The farewell ceremony 
was held with military honours 
to the deceased. Hundreds of 
people came to bid farewell to 
the hero pilots. They were car-
ried, accompanied by a guard 
of honour, through the living 
corridor. Andrei Nichiporchik 

was buried in Lida. The body 
of Nikita Kukonenko was sent 
home by air to the Polotsk Dis-
trict.

Defence Minister Vik-
tor Khrenin expressed con-
dolences to the families of 
the fallen pilots on behalf of 
the Head of State, as well as 
all servicemen of the Armed 
Forces, “The Armed Forces of 
the Republic of Belarus pay 
our last tribute to our heroes. 
What happened is irrevers-
ible, but the memory of the 
pilots and their heroism will 
forever remain in our hearts. 
The guys, at the cost of their 
lives, did not leave the practi-
cally uncontrollable plane and 
steered it away from residen-
tial buildings. Thus, the irrep-
arable was avoided. 

This act suggests that 
strong-willed and coura-
geous people serve in our 
Armed Forces.”

Aleksandr Karev, Depu-
ty Chief of the Air Force and 
Air Defence Command, ex-
pressed the opinion that the 
pilots made the decision to 
withdraw the plane and save 
people’s lives without saying 
a word,

“In this plane, if one 
ejects, then the entire crew 
leaves. You cannot make 
one pilot jump out and the 
other stay. This decision 
was joint. They did the 
best they could. There is 
no doubt that this is a he-
roic act. The pilots fulfilled 
their duty to the end.”

This t ragedy shook the 
whole country. Eyewitness-
es, local residents and those 
whom the pilots saved at the 
cost of their lives could not 
hold back their tears when 
talking about what happened. 
Sorrow and regret united the 
Belarusians around the mis-
fortune, many tried to help the 
families of the deceased.

President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko:
The pilots did not eject... They fought to the end, knowing that time was not on their side. 
They realised that had the aircraft fallen on residential areas, it would have been a dis-
aster. Two heroic people died... Unfortunately, there are also ill-wishers. You cannot call 
them other than scoundrels. They wrote posts on their social networks. I would ask the 
KGB chief to get involved and to identify as many of these as possible and report back... 
Identify them and report. You should understand, if God forbid, something bad happens 
in the country, these people will collaborate with the enemy, like during the Great Patriot-
ic War, and will burn and kill, sparing no one. We should know who they are. I am saying 
this because I want our society to understand that these are scoundrels.
(During the meeting discussing the social, economic and political situation 
in Minsk on May 20th, 2021)

D I R E C T  S P E E C H

It seems quite symbolic that last Sunday, November 
28th, was another anniversary of the birth of Vladimir 
Karvat, the first Hero of Belarus. The first class mili-
tary pilot, lieutenant colonel, chief of air-fire training 
at the 61st airbase deployed in Baranovichi died on 
May 23rd, 1996, while performing a training flight, 
also taking the falling plane away from the village...
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Legislation on the protection  
of constitutional order has  
been improved in Belarus

President of Belarus Aleksandr 
Lukashenko signed Decree No. 450 ‘On 
the Interdepartmental Commission for 
Countering Extremism and Combating 
Terrorism’. The document was adopted 
in order to further and comprehensively 
improve activities to protect the constitu-
tional order. The decree takes into account 
the changes in legislation that took place 
in 2021 on the functioning of the state sys-
tem for responding to acts of terrorism, the 
activities of terrorist organisations, illegal 
armed groups and riots, as well as prac-
tical experience in countering extremist 
manifestations in 2020-2021.

The decree approved the Regulation 
on the Interdepartmental Commission on 
Counteracting Extremism and Combat-
ing Terrorism, which defines its tasks, 
functions, composition and certain func-
tional issues.

Belarus and Israel discussed  
interaction in the investigation 
of the criminal case on the 
genocide of Belarusians

Prosecutor General Andrei Shved 
met with the Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the State of Isra-
el to Belarus, Alex Goldman-Shaiman. 

The parties discussed interaction in the 
investigation of the criminal case on the 
genocide of Belarusians, including the 
reburial of remains of civilians, as well as 
issues of international legal co-operation.

Alex Goldman-Shaiman emphasised 
the historical importance and uniqueness 
of the conduct of such a criminal process 
by the Prosecutor General’s Office and 
agreed with the need to establish all the 
facts of the genocide, including taking 
into account the tragic events of the 
Holocaust while also expressing Israel’s 
desire to provide assistance and share ex-
perience in conducting historical investi-
gations of this kind.

For the first time in the region: 
heart transplant operation  
performed in Mogilev

A unique and complex surgery was 
carried out in the Mogilev Regional Clin-
ical Hospital, in the new cardiac surgery 
building, which was opened by the Head 
of State on November 5th this year. The 
transplant was performed by local doctors 
together with colleagues from the Cardi-
ology Republican Scientific and Practical 
Centre. The operation took almost six 

hours. The heart was transplanted to a 
43-year-old resident of Mogilev with ex-
treme heart failure.

The operation was performed by the 
chief cardiac surgeon of Belarus, Doctor 
of Medical Sciences, Yuri Ostrovsky. He 
was assisted by the chief physician of the 
regional hospital, Anatoly Kulik. A large 
team of Mogilev doctors also took part, in-
cluding Vadim Levanovich and Vladimir 
Dudko. In total, about 20 medical person-
nel were involved in the operation.

International Student Olympic 
Forum held in Belarus

The 4th International Student Olym-
pic Forum — Olympic Movement, Stu-
dent Sports, Communications and Edu-
cation — was held at the headquarters of 
the National Olympic Committee of Be-
larus, as reported on the NOC website. 

Students, undergraduates, faculty 
and academic staff from Belarus, Rus-
sia, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Ukraine 
and China discussed the problems of the 
development of the Olympic movement 
in the modern world, alongside ecology 
and the sustainable development of the 
environment.

Moreover, the forum participants 
shared their views on the issues of so-
cio-cultural communication and the de-
velopment of Olympism in the context 
of globalisation, Olympic education, 
culture and heritage, sports volunteering 
and other pressing problems. 

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Before the start of the con-
ference, State Secretary of the 
Security Council Aleksandr 
Volfovich, speaking with re-
porters, noted that the interna-
tional security architecture is 
falling apart in front of our eyes.

The arsenal of means of 
pressure includes such methods 
as political, economic sanctions 
and military activity in the ter-
ritories of neighbouring states, 
said Aleksandr Volfovich. What 
is happening in the adjacent terri-
tories cannot but cause concern. 
This is an increase in the activity 
of the NATO bloc, an increase in 
the number of exercises.

This year, more than 50 ex-
ercises were held near our bor-
ders (about 25,000 servicemen, 
an increase of more than 3 times 
compared to 2010), the State 
Secretary of the Security Coun-
cil quoted the figures. Five major 
events of operational and com-
bat training (involving around 
14,000 people) are currently held 
in Poland and Latvia.

“What is happening at the 
border today is not Belarus’ 
fault. Here we must consider 
the root of evil and the reasons 
that were provoked by the col-
lective West in the countries of 
the Middle East and Asia,” said 
Aleksandr Volfovich.

According to him, Belarus 
opposes illegal migration. “This 
year alone, over 11,500 illegal mi-

grants have been detained in our 
country. About 5,000 were sent 
outside the country and brought 
to various types of liability. 
Therefore, we oppose this,” said 
the State Secretary. “The bodies 
of the border service today are on 
duty in an enhanced mode. We 
could, of course, act in the same 
way as our western neighbours, 
involving the Armed Forces and 
some other groups there. But you 
should understand that a border 
incident could break out. There-
fore, it is a wise decision — the 
Head of State has not given the 
command to deploy any group-
ings of troops, although they are 
in constant combat readiness near 
the borders of the Republic of Be-
larus,” noted the State Secretary.

Aleksandr Volfovich added 
that Belarus is doing everything 
possible to provide assistance to 
refugees who find themselves in 
such a difficult situation on the 
Belarusian-Polish border.

However, the Polish au-
thorities are not demonstrating 
strength, they are demonstrating 
their powerlessness, “How can 
you demonstrate strength by 
bringing tanks, self-propelled 
artillery units, combat helicop-
ters against unarmed people and 
cruising along the state border,” 
said the State Secretary of the Se-
curity Council. “They used water 
cannons and tear gas across the 
territory of a neighbouring state, 

thus, violating international re-
quirements, about which they 
shout very strongly, and affecting 
the territory of a foreign country. 
We didn’t use water cannons and 
tear gas in response. And if they 
use self-propelled artillery units, 
ostensibly to disperse migrants? 
This will be the outbreak of war 
in the centre of Europe.”

During the solemn opening 

of the conference, Aleksandr 
Volfovich read out the congratu-
lations of the President of Belarus 
to the participants of the forum. 
The Head of State noted that the 
modern world is in a stage of 
constant transformation caused 
by the crisis of the world order, 

its institutions and organisations, 
and the international socio-polit-
ical situation is characterised by 
the emergence of new challenges 
and threats and the exacerbation 
of conflicts and contradictions 
that pose a serious danger at the 
national and global levels.

This year, the organising com-
mittee has received over 300 ap-
plications for participation from 

representatives of ten countries 
(Azerbaijan, Belarus, Vietnam, 
Egypt, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
the United Arab Emirates, Pa-
kistan, Russia, Uzbekistan) and 
five international organisations 
(the CIS Anti-Terrorism Centre, 
the CIS Executive Committee, 

the Executive Committee of the 
SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist 
Structure, the Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organisation and the 
CSTO Parliamentary Assembly).

The conference was divided 
into five sectional platforms, dis-
cussing such topics as historical 
memory, acute issues of interna-
tional regional and national se-
curity, counteraction to terrorist 

manifestations, destructive infor-
mation and psychological impact 
on the individual, society and 
state, as well as digitisation and 
reserves of artificial intelligence.

Based on the materials  
of sb.by and belta.by

Security comes first
The realities of the present time are hybrid wars, cyber 
threats, issues related to biohazards, military conflicts, 
international terrorism, the use of artificial intelligence 
for criminal purposes and illegal migration. The 9th 
international scientific and practical conference on the 
problems of ensuring national security, which took place 
in Minsk, was devoted to these issues. The forum was held 
by the Institute of National Security together with the State 
Security Committee of Belarus.
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Under the conditions of unprecedented external 
challenges, Belarus managed not only to maintain its 
position, but also to build up its foreign economic 
potential. Unfortunately for Europeans, the world 
market is not limited to the borders of their coun-
tries, and we have redistributed export flows to 
other states that are happy to buy our prod-
ucts. At last year’s end, Belarus traded with 
176 countries. Already in 2025, we plan to 
reach the figure of more than $50bn.

On the horizons 
of new markets

By Yulia Demeshko

Growth vector
Back during the 6th Belarusian Peo-

ple’s Congress, the main vector — by 
which our foreign economic activity will 
be built over the next five years — was 
determined: this is a qualitative growth 
in export and its geographical diversifica-
tion, an increase in the contribution of in-
tegration processes to economic growth.

In addition to the fact that the 
country does not allow a decrease in 
its presence in traditional sales mar-
kets, Belarus retains a multi-vector 
foreign trade. That is, it increases the 
volume of supplied goods to China, 
the EU, the United States and coun-
tries of the distant arc: to Asia, Latin 
America, Africa, mastering new nich-
es in the world market.

The modern world is not limited only 
to the countries of the European Union; it 
is much broader. China, India, Pakistan, 
Vietnam, Turkey, with which Belarus has 
good relations, as well as a number of states 
in Africa, Latin America, and the Middle 
East, co-operation with whom has enor-
mous potential and endless opportunities, 
says a member of the Standing Commis-
sion on Economic Policy of the House of 
Representatives at the National Assembly 
Svetlana Gorval, “Diversification of na-
tional export is the main goal of sustaina-
ble development of Belarus in the field of 
foreign economic activity. In the next five 
years, priority attention will be paid to the 
development of mutually beneficial eco-
nomic integration within the Union State, 
the EAEU and the CIS.”

Integration within the Union 
State means new economic opportu-
nities for the two countries: a single 
market for goods and services, equal 
conditions for labour resources, the 
creation of joint scientific technical 
clusters focused on the production of 
competitive products with high add-
ed value while the adoption of Union 
State programmes makes the econo-
mies of our countries practically in-
vulnerable.

Staking on efficiency
The Foreign Ministry of Belarus em-

phasises, “It is pleasing that in the past 
five-year period, an increase in export 
deliveries was ensured practically for all 
industrial product groups. Thus, the export 
of woodworking products increased 2.2 
times and that of engineering products — 
1.5 times. Export of food and agricultural 
products and light industry products in-
creased by more than a third. It is fun-
damentally important that, due to goods 
with higher added value, the commodity 
structure of Belarusian export has under-
gone qualitative changes.

The programme of the country’s 
socio-economic development for the 
next five-year period has determined 
the main indicator of diversification 
of the commodity structure of ex-
port — an increase in the share of 
high-tech goods to a level of at least 
5 percent in total export.

The achievement of this goal will be 
realised through the accelerated develop-
ment of high-tech industries, including with 
the participation of foreign partners. It is 
planned to actively use the potential of the 
Great Stone Industrial Park as a centre for 
the production of new high-tech goods.

The Foreign Ministry adds that 
additional emphasis will be placed 
on increasing the efficiency of the 
use of financial and non-financial 
instruments to support export, sim-
plifying and promoting flexible pro-
cedures for their provision, ensuring 
equal access to them for all business 
entities, especially small and medi-
um-sized businesses.

For the comprehensive support of the 
export activities of Belarusian producers 
of goods and services, it is envisaged 
to establish a specialised structure: the 
Agency for Foreign Economic Activity. 
Its work will be based on the ‘One-stop-
shop principle of foreign economic ac-
tivity of Belarus’.

Moreover, it is planned to create a 
multilingual digital export platform for 
Belarusian goods with a wide coverage of 
participants and foreign users.

FIGURES 
Even taking into account the global crisis and changes in 
the structure of world trade caused by the pandemic, the 
export of Belarusian goods and services this year increased 
by 13.2 percent compared to 2015.

According to information from the Foreign Ministry 
of Belarus, the growth was ensured by increasing the volume 
of industrial production and the accelerated development 
of the IT sphere and other service sectors.

The physical volumes of export of goods increased by 9.4 
percent.

The export of services rose by 31.4 
percent, and its share in the total export volume 
— by 3.3 percent to reach 23.6 percent.

OPINION 
Western sanctions brought Belarus billions of US Dollars
The volumes of Belarus’ foreign trade with the United States and EU 
countries are growing at a record pace. Belarus not only ‘recaptured’ 
the losses of the last year, but also significantly exceeded the pre-
crisis export volumes. This happened against the background of the 
sanctions war, which the West declared on Belarus, writes Aleksei 
Ilyashevich, an expert of the analytical website RuBaltic.

The latest data of the National Statistical Committee of Belarus show that the 
West has totally failed to undermine the economic foundation of ‘Lukashenko’s 
regime’. Belarus was definitely supposed to feel the full power of the pressure 
of sanctions in September but instead the country exported merchandise 
worth $3.6bn. The figure was about $900m larger than the one registered in 
September 2020 when there were no sanctions, the expert notes.
Belarus’ export to the CIS states in September this year increased by $524m, with 
export to other countries, including European states, up by $382m.
If we take the data for nine months of this year, we will see a striking picture, notes 
Aleksei Ilyashevich. The supplies of Belarusian goods to Germany increased by 105 
percent, to Italy — by almost 70 percent, to Latvia — by 92 percent, to Lithuania 
— by 41 percent, to Poland — by 74 percent, to Estonia — by 77 percent, to the 
United States — by 187 percent, to the Netherlands — 5-fold.
The import of ‘Made in Belarus’ goods is being increased by all countries without 
exception that have lobbied for anti-Belarusian sanctions.
In January-September, Belarus earned almost as much from trade with 
Germany as in the whole of 2019, when there were no sanctions or 
coronavirus. Exactly the same situation is observed in other western 
countries. For example, export to Lithuania in 2020 decreased by only 3 
percent, while in the first nine months of this year it grew by 41 percent. 
Export supplies to Poland fell by 3 percent to rise by 74 percent this year 
while Latvia saw a drop of 22 percent but then an increase of 92 percent.
“The statistics of Belarus-USA trade is special. In January-September, Belarus’ 
supplies of goods to the United States nearly tripled! It seems that the Americans 
have switched on not the sanctions regime for Lukashenko, but the maximum 
favoured nation regime,” notes Aleksei Ilyashevich.
“No matter how paradoxical it may sound, now Lukashenko can thank the West 
for the sanctions against Belarus. The positive effect from them is measured in 
billions. To be precise, in January-September 2021, Belarusian export to the EU 
countries grew by almost $3.5bn (or 96 percent),” concludes the expert.

Dynamics of export 
of goods and services 

of the Republic of 
Belarus for 2015-2020 
and forecast for 2025
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Media performance around the 
border: directors and producers
The attention of the world media to our country these days is intense. The reason for this is the situation 
on the Polish border. Minsk, unlike Warsaw, does not hide the problems of refugees. If the Polish side has 

closed the zone of events from journalists, then, on the contrary, we demonstrate a deep interest in 
broad coverage of the topic, reasonably believing that maximum publicity here will help un-

block the migration knot.
Absolute openness is either there or not. You can’t play it. On the contrary, restrictions on 

the dissemination of information are an excellent screen for information.

By Dmitry Kryat

The grandees keep the balance
It may seem surprising that the largest Europe-

an and US media have taken a predominantly state-
ment-making position with an emphasis on the human-
itarian aspect.

In particular, the British BBC and the American 
CNN TV Channel have recently shown a trend to-
wards more balanced coverage of the refugee situation. 
Moreover, the CNN journalist in one of their reports 
directly emphasised the difference in the approaches of 
the Belarusian and Polish authorities to the procedure 
for working and admitting media to border areas. It 
is noted that while Belarus provided journalists with 
access to the border, ‘Poland is doing everything pos-
sible to hide the situation from the world community, 
blocking access to media, representatives of charitable 
and international organisations’.

However, there is no ideal solution but there is 
another side. The Sky News TV Channel remains 
true to itself, promoting exclusively the pro-Pol-
ish agenda for which it has paid. The access of 
its journalists to the border zone from the Bela-
rusian side is limited.

Source of evil
Who would doubt that Poland and Lithuania 

are traditionally the main purveyors of informa-
tion attacks on Belarus. It is puzzling that Es-
tonia has joined them though Estonia does not 
come close to the reasons that drive Warsaw and 
Vilnius.

With the Belarusian agenda, they are trying to kill 
at least two birds with one stone. On the one hand, 
they distract their own citizens from overripe internal 
problems and thereby try to bring down the degree of 
growing social tension. On the other hand, they go out 
of their way to show the entire European Union their 
exceptional role in protecting its eastern borders and 
thus bargain for special additional bonuses.

Hence the scenario of a true media show about the 
Belarusian-Russian threat.

All the main media resources are thrown into the 
promotion of this production: Rzeczpospolita, Gazeta 
Wyborcza, portals Onet, Wprost, Wirtualna Polska in 
Poland; BNS, LRT, Delfi, 15min.lt in Lithuania; ERR, 
Postimees in Estonia.

The main emphasis is ‘the successful repulsion 
by the Polish side of a hybrid attack on the 
EU’, comprehensive support for the 
actions of the Polish authorities (in a 
significant part of the Latvian, Lith-
uanian and Estonian media). Respon-

sibility for what is happening rests entirely with the 
Belarusian side.

The Lithuanian media is also characterised by a 
significant layer of publications dedicated to the dis-
pute that has unfolded in the country’s ruling circles 
about the possibility of direct negotiations between 
the EU and the President of Belarus. They have found 
something to gossip about.

Angela Merkel made it clear to everyone that 
it is necessary to speak first of all with those who 
have the ability to make decisions and ensure 
their implementation. Taking into account the 
scale of the problem, no one except Aleksandr 
Lukashenko from the Belarusian side can act 
with such a complicated algorithm of actions.

On the backing vocals
While Warsaw and Vilnius have long looked 

askance at Minsk, Kiev is a relative newcomer to this 
company. Some time ago, it was insulting to feel its 
betrayal. After all, official Minsk has done a lot of 
good for Ukraine.

In the Ukrainian media, the situation with the 
refugee crisis is presented mainly in a negative 
anti-Belarusian format. The main leitmotif of 
tendentious articles boils down to the thesis that 
this crisis was allegedly initiated by Russia while 
Belarus acts as an executor.

For the sake of fairness, it must be said that there are 
media in Ukraine which strive for objectivity contrary 
to the official line. The NASH TV Channel, for exam-
ple, became the only one to offer live broadcasts from 
the Polish border, which made it possible to partially 
neutralise the one-sided presentation of the refugee cri-
sis in the Ukrainian media field. Pershiy Nezalezhniy 
(First Independent) TV Channel, as well 
as a number of print and electronic media, 
including Vesti.UA and Strana.UA, 
took a position similar to 
the NASH TV Channel 
with regard to Belarus.

Patchwork quilt
In the rest of Europe, approaches to reporting on 

the refugee crisis are mixed. There are media outlets 
promoting exclusively anti-Belarusian agenda. In the 
forefront is the Euronews TV Channel, as well as the 
main French media Le Figaro, Le Monde, Le Point, 
La Croix. They widely cite Polish politicians while the 
official Minsk position is practically invisible in their 
materials.

The refugee crisis continues to be on the agenda of 
the leading German media. ARD and WRD TV chan-
nels — accredited in Belarus — pay a lot of attention 
to the topic. The tonality of the materials is predom-
inantly balanced and informative. They contain short 
interviews with refugees at the border. In a positive 
vein, German journalists note that Belarus has ensured 
the minimum necessary living conditions for people in 
the border zone.

Also, the problems of the refugee crisis are pre-
sented in the media of Holland, Switzerland and Fin-
land in a relatively balanced manner. At the same time, 
one cannot say that there are media here that support 
the position of the official Minsk. Moreover, the crea-
tion of rumours and fake news continues.

Against this background, the media fields of 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Serbia stand out. There is 
little author’s journalism here, but reprints from 
Belarusian, Russian and western media are done 
in approximately equal proportions. In addition, 
in Serbia, the incident with the use of water can-
nons and chemicals against refugees by the Pol-
ish security forces received a great response.

Staging without applause
A rather curious picture emerges.

A special intensity of hysteria is characteris-
tic, first of all, of our close neighbours: Poland, 
Lithuania, Ukraine and partly Latvia. The au-
thorities of these countries do not want to hear 
the voice of reason. They do not respond to sig-
nals about the need for negotiations to resolve 
the problem, to establish co-operation between 
the security structures on both sides. One gets the 
impression that official Warsaw, Vilnius and Kiev 
are doing everything possible to not only not solve 
the problem, but to turn it into an unsolvable one 
in principle.

Meanwhile, the further from the border, the more 
thoughtful they are about the problem. There are dif-
ferent opinions there. It seems that the authorities of 
Western Europe are ready to study not only the Pol-
ish-Lithuanian point of view, but also the Belarusian 
one. And this tendency is understandable. After all, 

if the Poles suddenly open the bor-
der, the refugees will not stay on 

their territory for a long 
time. They will simply pass 
through the country to the 

west, where Germany 
will have to disentangle 

this problem. And this 
‘play’ is much sadder for it 

and for a number of 
the neighbouring 

countries.
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Tens of thousands of people have been 
marching in the Belgian capital, Brussels, 
to protest against anti-COVID measures. 
Some protesters threw fireworks at police 
officers, who intervened with tear gas and 
water cannon. Demonstrators were main-
ly opposed to the use of COVID passes, 
which stops the unvaccinated from enter-
ing venues such as restaurants or bars. 

Officers in riot gear charged groups 
of demonstrators in The Hague, with 
protesters pelting police with stones and 
fireworks, while a water cannon was 
used to put out a pile of blazing bicycles 
at a busy intersection.

Five officers were hurt in The Hague, 
one of them seriously, a police statement 

said. Police carried out charges on horse-
back and arrested 19 people, one of them 
for throwing a rock through the wind-
shield of a passing ambulance.

The unrest followed a night of riots in 
Rotterdam condemned by the city’s may-
or as ‘an orgy of violence’. Police fired 
warning shots and direct shots ‘because 
the situation was life-threatening’, a po-
lice spokesperson said.

Tens of thousands of people also pro-
tested in Austria’s capital, Vienna, after 
the government announced a new nation-
al lockdown and plans to make jabs com-
pulsory in February 2022. It is the first 
European country to make vaccination a 
legal requirement. Brandishing national 

flags and banners reading ‘Freedom’, 
protesters shouted ‘Resistance!’ and 
booed the police.

In Croatia, thousands marched in the 
capital, Zagreb, to show their anger at 
mandatory vaccinations for public sec-
tor workers, while in Italy, a few thou-
sand protesters gathered at the ancient 
Circus Maximus chariot-racing ground 
in Rome to oppose ‘Green Pass’ certifi-
cates required at workplaces, venues and 
on public transport.

Meanwhile, French authorities have 
dispatched police reinforcements to the 
Caribbean island of Guadeloupe after a 
week of violent protests over coronavirus 
restrictions.

Social networks, in particular Face-
book, have become a platform for the 
publication of empty promises of spec-
ulators and charlatans on the Internet. 
“Since July, activity on Facebook in 
Arabic and Kurdish related to migration 
to the EU through Belarus has been sky-
rocketing,” said Monika Richter, head 
of research and analysis for Semantic 
Visions, an intelligence firm that tracked 
social media activity related to the crisis.

“Facebook exacerbated this human-
itarian crisis and now you have all these 
people who were brought over and ex-
plicitly misled and ripped off,” said Ms. 
Richter.

Researchers said smugglers openly 
shared their phone numbers and adver-
tised their services on Facebook, includ-
ing video testimonials from people said 
to have reached Germany successfully 
via Belarus and Poland. In one post, a 
smuggler advertised ‘daily trips from 
Minsk to Germany with only a 20km 
walking distance’. Sensing a lucrative 
business opportunity, travel companies 
in Iraq’s semiautonomous Kurdistan 
Region started advertising on Facebook 
and other platforms about the availabil-
ity of visas to Belarus. Smugglers used 
social media to pitch Belarus as an easy 
back door to Europe.

According to Christie’s auction 
house, which hosted the sale, the man-
uscript has set a new record for the most 
expensive autographed scientific docu-
ment ever sold. The identity of the buyer 
has not been revealed, though Christie’s 
noted that the auction attracted the inter-
est of buyers around the world.

The manuscript in question was writ-
ten by Einstein and Besso between June 
1913 and early 1914, when the pair test-
ed equations that would ultimately be-
come the foundation of Einstein’s theory 
of relativity.

According to Christie’s, 26 pages of 
the manuscript are written in Einstein’s 
hand; 24 are written in Besso’s; and three 

pages are jointly written by the two. 
Many pages also feature margin notes, 
including an excited ‘stimmt!’ (that’s 
German for ‘It works!’) inked by Ein-
stein next to one of his equations.

The manuscript is exceptional for its 
rarity, Christie’s noted, as Einstein sel-
dom kept drafts of his own writing and 
correspondences; Besso, on the other 
hand, preserved much of his work with 
Einstein for posterity.

Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

A 54-page manuscript co-written by Albert Einstein  
and Swiss engineer Michele Besso has sold at Paris 
auction for a record-breaking $13m

Huge riots across Europe
Protests have broken out across Europe in response to tightened COVID-19 restrictions

A nation  
of paradoxes
United Nations Special Rappor-
teur on Minority Issues Fernand 
de Varennes called on the United 
States to modernise its legislation 
to prevent discrimination

 In a statement released in Geneva, 
he called the United States ‘a nation of 
paradoxes with regard to human and 
minority rights’, stressing that millions 
of Americans, especially minorities, are 
facing growing inequality, discrimina-
tion and even exclusion. He also called 
for a ‘new deal’ in the US to overhaul 
legislation.

The United States stands out among 
western democracies for its unfinished 
mosaic of human rights recognition and 
legal protection, de Varennes said after 
his 14-day visit to the United States. In 
this country in times of turmoil, uncer-
tainty and crisis, minorities and indige-
nous people are likely to be forgotten.

De Varennes, who has travelled to 
the District of Columbia, California, 
Texas, Guam and Puerto Rico, stated 
that despite significant changes fol-
lowing the 2020 federal elections, the 
United States lacks ‘comprehensive 
national human rights legislation that 
is more in line with their international 
obligations’.

For a long time, ethnic minorities 
in the US have been threatened by 
discrimination, hate speech and hate 
crimes, and now even their basic rights 
cannot be guaranteed. Such tyranny to-
ward ethnic minorities is the ‘original 
sin’ of the US system.

Although de Varennes called for a 
‘new deal’, it is still very hard for the 
US to have the motivation and ability 
to reform.

Manuscript set record 

Fakes fuel a border crisis
Social media worsened a migrant crisis on the border 
of Belarus and Poland and helped smugglers profit off 
desperate people trying to reach Europe, the journalists 
of the American newspaper The New York Times write
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Our western neighbours — 
Poland and the Baltic coun-
tries — have finally decid-
ed to close the possibilities 
for a constructive resolu-
tion of the refugee 
crisis. Instead, 
they chose 
the path of 
further es-
calation and 
militarisation, 
as evidenced by new 
exercises, trains with heavy 
weapons from the Ameri-
cans moving from Germa-
ny to Poland, and main-
taining a constant tension 
in the form of thousands 
of soldiers concentrated at 
the borders.

By political analyst Aleksei Dzermant

At the forefront
The aim of the Eastern European 

elites is simple: to prove to the rest of 
the West that they are the front line of 
defence against the terrible East — 
Belarus, Russia, Asia — and that they 
need to allocate as much money as 
possible for this to be spent on walls, 
weapons and means of fighting refu-
gees. In general, to create a new iron 
curtain.

We often talk about a new cold 
war between the West, Russia and 
China, and the actions of the Pol-
ish authorities and the Baltic lim-
itrophe states confirm that this is 
not just a figure of speech.

What is the main purpose of all 
this? In addition to receiving more and 
more subsidies for weapons and mili-
tary infrastructure, on which the elites 
of the bordering states from the west-
ern side make money, supporting their 
economies during the crisis, there are 
other internal political goals: the com-
plete suppression of the opposition, an 
alternative opinion, the retention of 
power on the rhetoric of mobilisation 
and the search for an external enemy.

And this is happening here — the 
anti-Belarusian and anti-Russian hys-
teria purports to have concerns about 
human rights, freedom of speech and 
European values. The threat of war 
supposedly will write off everything, 
partially it turns out. We see how the 
main European authorities are silent 
about what is happening on the border 
with refugees and how harshly they 
suppress the attempts of journalists 
and human rights activists to even help 
them.

Meanwhile, there are also goals 
in this behaviour that are determined 
by more powerful patrons: the Unit-
ed States, Britain, the Euro-Atlantic 
lobby in Europe. Their main task is to 
destroy the union of Russia and Bela-
rus, change the political system in our 
country, create chaos in Eurasia, and 
block transit routes.

The Union State of Belarus and 
Russia has long worried Euro-Atlan-
tic strategists. It is not for nothing 
that they write in numerous reports of 
their ‘thought factories’ that they feel a 
great threat to themselves from this un-
ion: they are worried that between the 
Kaliningrad Region and Belarus the 
Suwalki corridor is too narrow, which 
will be very difficult to defend from a 
hypothetical attack, and therefore it is 
necessary to attack first.

They see the threat of an attack on 
Ukraine simultaneously from the north 
and east, from Belarus and Russia, and 
therefore it is necessary to actively 

equip the Ukrainian army with lethal 
weapons, but in fact, cover up the sup-
ply of used weapons for loans issued 
to the Ukrainian side — that is, this is a 
debt hole in which our southern neigh-
bours are immersed deeper and deeper.

The goals of the Americans 
and the British are, with the help 
of the Poles and the Balts, to 
prevent the development of our 
integration and allied relations, 
so that we spend more and more 
funds on defence and security in-
stead of economic development. 
It is for this that constant tension 
is needed on the Union State bor-
ders, the creation of impenetrable 
barriers there.

An example of strength
However, Belarus and Russia have 

an answer. All clever attempts to knock 
our heads together, to drive a wedge 
into our relationship invariably fail. The 
leaderships of our countries are well 
aware of what is happening around us 
and why hysteria around the topic of ref-
ugees and migrants is needed.

Within the framework of Union 
State relations, we are responding 
to this proportionately to the threats 
that we actually see. These are al-
lied exercises and joint patrolling 
of air borders, the creation 
of joint training cen-
tres and the adoption 
of the allied Military 
Doctrine, which defines 
a common vision and 
approaches in the de-
fence sphere.

In the military sphere we 
have an answer, that’s why 
pressure is futile. There are also 
political and diplomatic measures. 
We see very close interaction between 
the foreign affairs ministries of our 
countries, we have effective co-ordina-
tion of foreign policy, and we observe 
constant support at all international plat-
forms from the Russian Federation.

This is very valuable, because they 
are trying to block us everywhere, to de-
prive us of the opportunity to defend our 
position and sovereignty, and we do this 
with the help of Russia where our op-
portunities are limited. Moreover, Rus-
sia itself is well aware of the fact that 

behind all the latest attacks on Belarus, 
one can see far-reaching plans to weaken 
Russia’s position, isolate it and deprive 
its last allies.

However, the western strategy 
of weakening our countries and 
our union can hardly be called suc-
cessful. The more pressure is put 
on us, the stronger and closer our 
allied relations are, as evidenced by 
the signing of 28 Union State pro-
grammes, as well as the adoption of 
doctrinal documents in the area of 
defence and security.

There is one more reason for escalat-
ing the situation on the western border of 
the Union State: the West needs to show 
that everyone who does not obey its 
pressure is doomed to constant tension, 
being drawn into an arms race, sanctions 
and international restrictions.

Thus, they unfairly compete with 
other integration blocs and civilisations, 
and the more they feel a threat to their 
dominance in the world, the more nerv-
ous their actions become, especially in 
the border regions, to which we also 
belong.

But here, too, there is only one an-
swer: we must show an example of the 

strength of allied rela-
tions, common sense 
and resilience, despite 
all the threats from the 
western side. This ex-
ample is very important 
for all those who 
do not  want 
western dom-
ination over 
t h e m -
s e l v e s . 
We show 
h o w  t o 
d e f e n d 
o n e ’ s 
own in-
d e p e n d e n c e 
and how you 
need to and 
c a n  b u i l d 
strong relationships.

Paradoxically, the pres-
sure at the border 
helps us in this. As 
the people say, there 
may be no happiness, 
but misfortune helps. 
So they won’t suc-
ceed, and we will be-
come stronger.

Instead of constructively resolving the refugee crisis western neighbours  
of Belarus choose the path of further escalation and militarisation

Dangerous game
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The long autumn-winter 
evenings are no reason to 
fall into ‘tourist hiberna-
tion’. Instead, it’s time to 
get acquainted with the 
traditional culture and 
way of life of Belarusians. 
In ethnographic museums 
and farmsteads, the season 
of soulful ‘Vyachorki’ (eve-
ning rural parties) is in full 
swing with songs, dances 
and, of course, incredibly 
tasty potato pancakes.

Moving to the past
Just a couple of kilometres 

from noisy Minsk, there is a Be-
larusian skansen — a Museum 
of Folk Architecture and Rural 
Lifestyle. Dozens of estates 
and outbuildings, churches and 
shops, mills and barns, 
which were erected 
in the 19th centu-
ry, are collected 
in the village of 
Ozertso. You 
can wander 
a round the 
site looking 
into houses 
with narrow 
w i n d o w s 
all day long. 
Each hut has 
i ts  own at-
mosphere and 
an  exhib i t ion 
of peasant belong-
ings: from chests and 
household utensils to bast 
shoes and children’s toys. The 
museum collections boast tens 
of thousands of original items 
that once belonged to our ances-
tors. If you like something, you 
can immediately sign up for a 
creative master class during 
which they can teach you how 
to forge, weave belts and weave 
ritual dolls.

If you’re lucky, you can get 
to the folk holiday. Our ances-
tors enjoyed these celebrations: 
they invoked the spring with rit-
uals, in summer they had a good 
time during Kupala Night (a tra-
ditional pagan holiday celebrat-
ed in eastern Slavic cultures), 
and in autumn they celebrated 
Zhiten (a national holiday of 
grain-growers), organised fairs 
on the Protection of the Most 
Holy Theotokos holiday while 
also dancing on Kolyadki and 
Shchedrets (Belarusian Christ-
mas traditions). An important 
note: there is even an authentic 
tavern at the museum, serving 
machanka (a very traditional 
Belarusian dish of meat stewed 

in broth), vereshchaka (a tradi-
tional Belarusian sausage and 
meat dish, a sort of dressing for 
pancakes) and kolduny (stuffed 
dumplings made of unleavened 
dough in Belarusian cuisine).

Weaving a dowry
Do you think hand weaving 

has sunk into oblivion with the 
advent of factories? Look for 
flax and get your rippling combs! 
The branch of the Vetka Muse-
um of Old Believers and Belaru-
sian Traditions named after Shk-
lyarov ‘collects’ marriageable 
brides. No jokes and pranksters 
— only perfect mastery, which 
will be given to everyone free of 
charge. Now they are learning 
how to deal with a tow, and by 
spring they will start using spin-
ning machines.

To make things go faster, an 
accordion player is invited, so 
any work ends with songs and 
dances until you drop: ‘Oh, the 
music plays on and on!’

Catching Tereshka  
by the tail

Lepel District in the Vitebsk 
Region is the land of blue lakes 
and mythical creatures. One 
of the most beloved legendary 
monsters is Tereshka. Who is he 
and where did he come from? 
No one will ever remember. But 
for local residents the phrase 
‘Shouldn’t we marry Tereshka?’ 
is a prearranged signal for the be-
ginning of traditional fun, which 
is held here in winter. Dancing 
to the village orchestra, young 
boys and girls meet and get mar-
ried for one evening. Adults — 
so that young people do not get 
embarrassed — serve drinks in a 
shot glass, crispy fat and arrange 
all kinds of funny contests and 

games, with jokes in the local 
dialect. Surprisingly, often these 
‘fake’ couples continue their ac-
quaintance afterwards and get 
married in real life.

Preparing a wild potion
Seeking a quiet rest, you 

should go to Polesie. A young 
Muscovite Anastasia Teslyuk fled 
to the village of Khvoensk several 
years ago. She says that you don’t 
need the Internet or TV to be hap-
py. It’s better to have a stove, a 
bathhouse and wild herbs! The 
girl, like a forest fairy in the Be-
larusian way, bakes bread from 
her own grain, does needlework, 
collects gifts of the forest and life 
stories of local old-timers. The 
fame of Anastasia has long gone 

all over the country and Minsk’s 
IT specialists and families with 
children go to retreats in the 
wilderness with great pleasure. 
This is understandable as they 
are offered an unusual hunt ... 
for herbs. Even the names of the 
routes sound tempting: badger 
holes, wolf trails. And in winter 
you can experience an indescrib-
able delight from fragrant teas 
(which are jokingly called wild 
potions here!) and sleep on pil-
lows filled with hay. Khvoensk 
‘Vyachorki’ in the cold season 
are distinguished by a special 
soulfulness, with local grannies 
gathering around a large stove, 
knitting, embroidering, singing 
and remembering their youth.

Having fun 
at the wedding

The best ethnic parties are 
undeniably rural weddings in the 
provinces. What if there are no 
relatives and friends there, but 
you want to attend a rural wed-
ding? You should go to Motol. In 

the Folk Arts Museum, wedding 
ceremonies are arranged especial-
ly for tourists. True, in the centre 
of the event are not young people, 
but ... a loaf! According to a spe-
cial tradition, the local hostesses 
bake a lush bun over the whole 
day. They sing, dance, pray 
and read special secret words 
around the dough. Here, they 
will not wash their hands even 
without special ritual actions, let 
alone approach the stove.

The Motol wedding loaf 
does not look ordinary. It is 
decorated with ‘cones’ — pear 
twigs with bouquets of green 
barley and handmade paper 
flowers. Moreover, you should 
also taste the local sausage — 
the most famous in Belarus.

Come for ‘Vyachorki’ in Belarus!
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Wedding rite In the Museum of Folk Architecture and Rural Lifestyle

Exciting aromas of herbs,  
teas and honey

Motol delicacies are the most famous in Belarus
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 Assisting in defeat
Belarusian 

striker Aleksei 
Protas helped 
Wash ing ton 
beat Caroli-
na in an NHL 
away match 

with a score of 4:2 (0:0, 2:0, 2:2).
The native of the Vitebsk Region 

opened the score with his goal in the 
National Hockey League. This momen-
tous event happened for the Washington 
forward a little over seven minutes be-
fore the end of the second period. John 
Carlson was the assistant to the Belaru-

sian player who sent the first puck into 
the opponents’ net.

In total, the 20-year-old Belarusian 
ice hockey player spent 17 minutes 27 
seconds on the ice, of which 3 minutes 
19 seconds was in the majority. Along-
side the scored puck, he threw to goal 
four times, performed one power hold 
and made 2 losses.

 Leaders have been  
determined

BATE Borisov footballers became 
the silver medallists of the Belarus 
Championship while Dinamo Minsk 
clinched bronze.

BATE defeated the guests from 
Vitebsk — 4:0 — at Borisov-Arena. 
Dinamo Minsk, which could outstrip 
the Borisov squad, had a draw in Mozyr 
with local Slavia — 0:0. The champions 
of the country — Shakhtyor Soligorsk 
— lost to Gomel — 0:1. 

The final standings of the teams: 
Shakhtyor boasts 75 points, BATE — 
65, Dinamo Minsk — 62, Gomel — 
59, Rukh — 58, Dinamo Brest — 38, 
Vitebsk — 37, Torpedo-BelAZ — 36, 
Slutsk — 35, Isloch — 34, Neman 
— 34, Minsk — 33, Energetik-BGU 
— 33, Slavia — 32, Smorgon — 21, 
Sputnik — 7.

 Cold training festival took 
place in Minsk

The Belarusian 
Athletics Federa-
tion together with 
the Morzhi Minska 
(Minsk’s Walruses) 
cold training club 
held Zakal-fest. The 
participants of the 

fest were offered a cold training run (2, 5 
and 10km to choose from), swimming in 
open water (25 or 50m), dipping, pour-
ing cold water from a bucket, steaming 
in a barrel bath, hot tea, and familiarised 
with the cold training procedure.

A R E N A

By Tatiana Pastushenko

“The decision that the European Championship 
will be held in Minsk was made only about a month 
ago,” says the Chairman of the Belarusian Dance 
Sport Alliance Anton Yuspa. “Initially, we applied to 
host the tournament in a different category, but due 
to the spread of the coronavirus, plans have changed. 
The European Youth Championship — for athletes 
16-18 years old — was supposed to be held in Latvia, 
but since a lockdown was introduced there, our col-
leagues abandoned this idea. We offered to host the 
tournament in Minsk.”

Twenty couples from Austria, Spain, the Czech 
Republic, Slovenia and other European countries have 
previously entered the competition. Mr. Yuspa explains 
that this is a lot, “The couples will perform in the so-
called ‘double event’, which includes dances from 
Latin American and European programmes. This is a 
difficult event, not all athletes perform in it. There are 
couples who specialise only in the European or only in 
the Latin American programme. Here they will need to 
show everything. Among the participants will be a Be-
larusian duo: Maria Moiseeva and Nikita Buel. At the 

WDSF World Championship Ten Dance Youth, held 
in Romania a few weeks ago, our athletes reached the 
finals, finishing in sixth place. Our chances are great. 
All couples are preparing for the competitions, and I 
hope our guys will be able to achieve a good result.”

It is not easy to organise a tournament in such a 
short time, admits Mr. Yuspa. The biggest difficulty 
is that within a few weeks you need to come to an 
agreement with potential partners and sponsors, with-
out whom it is unrealistic to hold a major event. There 
are also enough other issues: now the organisers are 
figuring out which routes the athletes and represent-
atives of the judiciary are planning to use to get to 
Minsk, helping them with obtaining visas. Moreover, 
work is in full swing at the Sports Palace.

“Alongside the European Championship, we will 
also host the Alliance Trophy competitions. We are 
trying to do our best to make them reach the highest 
level. The Sports Palace is one of the best venues for 
such tournaments, boasting everything necessary for 
both athletes and spectators. Most of the decorations 
that are used during the competitions are now created 
using LED panels and lighting effects; nevertheless, 
we try to attract decorating partners so that the spec-
tators who come to the competition could immedi-
ately immerse themselves in the atmosphere of the 
tournaments.”

The WDSF European Championship Ten Dance 
Youth will take place on December 4th, with tickets 
being already on sale.

SPO
RT

An invitation to a waltz
Minsk preparing to host the WDSF European Championship Ten Dance for Youth

Flowers for ladies
Belarusian biathletes were close to getting on the 
medal podium during the World Cup first stage

By Tatiana Pastushenko

The biathlon season has started, with 
the first stage of the World Cup finish-
ing in Swedish Östersund. Individual 
races and sprints, struggle against rivals 
on the track and shooting range, as well 
as against one’s own excitement — the 
premiere stage turned out to be very suc-
cessful for some of our team’s biathletes.

This especially refers to Dzinara Al-
imbekava. In the very first individual race 
of the season, the leader of our women’s 
squad stopped one step away from the 
medal podium: despite two missed tar-
gets, the biathlete conceded only to Czech 
Markéta Davidová, Austrian Lisa Teresa 
Hauser and German Denise Herrmann in 
the final protocol. At the same time, the 
lag behind Davidová (who did not make 
a single shooting mistake, for which one 
minute is added in the individual race) 
was 1 minute 46 seconds. It is noteworthy 
that for many of the last season’s leaders, 
this race did not work at all: Norwegian 
Tiril Eckhoff took 30th place with five 
misses, Italian Dorothea Wierer finished 

37th with four errors on the shooting 
range while the Pyeongchang Olympic 
champion in this discipline — Hanna 
Öberg — finished only 74th with seven 
misses. Alas, the first race for the rest of 
the Belarusian women was also not quite 
as successful. Hanna Sola, who spent a 
lot of time fixing shooting problems in 
the offseason, was placed 35th with four 
misses. Our other girls were placed even 
lower in the final protocol.

However, the next women’s race 
— the sprint — brought more positive 
news, with two Belarusians getting into 
the flower ceremony at once: Dzinara 
Alimbekava, who again came fourth, and 
Hanna Sola, who took fifth place. Han-
na Öberg celebrated victory in the sprint, 
followed by Anaïs Chevalier-Bouchet of 
France and Marte Olsbu Røiseland of 
Norway.

After two stages, Dzinara Al-
imbekava is placed second in the 
World Cup overall standings, gaining 
the same number of points as Marké-
ta Davidová, while Hanna Sola is in 
13th position — a great start!

Men have more modest success. 
In both races the best among our guys 
was Anton Smolski, who finished 19th 
twice. After the races, the biathlete 
wrote on Instagram: ‘The condition is 
excellent, the skis are fast, the shooting 
is nervous’. In fact, none of the guys 
have managed to cope with the shoot-
ing so far. Smolski missed three times 
in the individual race and twice in the 
sprint. Dzmitry Lazouski, who scored 
his first World Cup points, was the most 
accurate of our athletes in the 20km race 
with two misses but made three mistakes 

in the sprint. Most of all, alas, Raman 
Yaliotnau missed: in the individual race 
with four firing lines he missed seven 
targets, in the sprint — three. Therefore, 
the biathlete will spend the next stage 
in the IBU Cup while at the World Cup 
he will be replaced by Mikita Labastau, 
who started last week in Idre, where he 
finished 17th in the sprint and 12th in 
the pursuit.

The World Cup continues, with the 
second stage taking place on December 
2nd-5th in Östersund. Its programme 
includes sprints, pursuit and relay races.

This has not happened for a long time: waltz and tango, samba 
and rumba — already this Saturday twenty couples from differ-
ent countries will be competing in the Sports Palace for the title 
of European champions under the programme of ten dances
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Dzinara Alimbekava and Hanna Sola

Maria Moiseeva and Nikita Buel
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The Burj Khalifa skyscraper in Dubai was painted in the colour of Belarus’ flag to honour the national day of the country at Expo 2020
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On December 2nd, 
1946, Gianni Versace 
(1946-1997) was born 
— Italian couturier 
and founder of the 
international fashion 
house Versace, which 
produces perfumes, 
cosmetics, accessories, 

clothing and household goods. He began his 
career in his hometown, in the Francesca 
Versace fashion studio, owned by his 
mother. Versace created costumes for films, 
theatre and opera performances. Gianni 
Versace reached the peak of his fame in the 
early 1990s, among his famous clients — 
Madonna and Princess Diana of Wales.

December 2nd is International Day for 
the Abolition of Slavery, celebrated by the 
decision of the UN General Assembly on the 
day of the adoption by the 4th session of 
the UN General Assembly (December 2nd, 
1949) of the Convention for the Suppression 
of the Traffic in Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others.

On December 2nd, 1971, for the first 
time in the history of astronautics, the 
descent vehicle 
of the automatic 
station ‘Mars-3’ 
(USSR) made a 
soft landing on the 
surface of the red 
planet.

On December 3rd, 1966, 
by decree of the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet 
of the USSR, Minsk was 
awarded the Order of Lenin 
for courage and heroism 
and the selfless partisan 
struggle of the workers 
of Minsk in the Great Patriotic War and for 
successes in the revival of the city and the 
national economy.

On December 3rd, 1596, 
Nicolò Amati (1596-1684) 
was born — the famous 
Italian violin maker and 
manufacturer of musical 
instruments, of the Amati 
family. He created many 
bowed instruments, including 

cellos. He is also one of the creators of the 
classic type of violin. Moreover, he was 
a tutor to renowned masters of bowed 
instruments such as Jacob Stainer, Antonio 
Stradivari and Andrea Guarneri.

December 3rd is 
International Day of People 
with Disabilities, proclaimed 
by the UN General 
Assembly in 1992 as part 
of the World Programme of 
Action as the International 
Day of People with Disabilities. In the 
Republic of Belarus — the Day of Disabled 
Persons of the Republic of Belarus.

December 4th is the 
Day of Insurance Workers 
in the Republic of Belarus. 
This professional holiday 
is dedicated to employees 
whose activities are 
aimed at reimbursing 
losses incurred in the event of an insured 
event. Currently, anything can be protected: 
movable and immovable property, health, 
body parts and even life.

On December 5th, 
1901, Walt Disney 
(1901-1966) was born 
— American film director, 
animator, artist, producer, 
creator of world-renowned 

animated films and founder of Walt Disney 
Productions, which became the multimedia 
empire of The Walt Disney Company. 
Disney’s outstanding achievements in the 
field of cinema have been recognised by 
26 Oscars (an absolute record), as well as 
numerous other awards and prizes.

December 5th is Lawyer’s Day in 
the Republic of Belarus. The legal 
profession is multifaceted and has 
a large number of specialisations: 
lawyer, prosecutor, judge, 
investigator, HR specialist, legal 
adviser, teacher, scientist. In this 
multitude of jobs, there is a unity 
that is true for them all: service 
to the Law, Truth and Justice.

December 7th is 
International Civil Aviation 
Day, proclaimed by the 
UN General Assembly 
on December 6th, 1996. 
The purpose of the day 
is to inform the general public about the 
contribution of civil aviation to the social and 
economic development of states, creation a 
high-speed global transport network for the 
service of all mankind.

On December 9th, 
1991, the main 
square of Minsk was 
named Nezavisimosti. 
Built in 1933 by the 
Soviet architect Iosif 

Langbard, the square houses the buildings 
of the House of the Government of the 
Republic of Belarus, the Minsk City Executive 
Committee, the Belarusian State University, 
the Minsk Hotel, the Main Post Office, the Red 
Church and others. 

On December 8th, 
1991, the Maksim 
Bogdanovich Literary 
Museum was opened 
for visitors in Minsk. 
The museum is a 
centre for collecting, 
storing, studying and popularising the 
creative heritage of the classic of Belarusian 
literature. The exposition synthesises the 
life of the poet and his spiritual world.
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