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«Such moments unite nations, the great Olympic mission of presenting a forum for peaceful and honest rivalry 
between athletes and countries will always be in demand.
Let’s work together to move all modern political battles to sporting venues for the benefit of mankind. Let’s fight for the 

title of most powerful country only through sport.
May fire and the national Belarusian symbol – the fern flower – warm our hearts with the light 
of goodness and inspire us to commit good deeds in the name of peace on Earth.»

(Extract from the speech of the President of Belarus at 2nd European Games opening)

Games warm hearts 
with light of goodness 
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By Piotr Lyubimov

Grand opening ceremony of 2nd 
European Games held at National 
Olympic Dinamo Stadium 

More than 22,000 fans, 2,500 
athletes, 1,300 artistes and hundreds of 
accredited journalists gathered at the 
Dinamo Stadium to become part of a 
great festival. The opening ceremony 
was actually available to a much greater 
number of sports fans, as TV broadcasting 
of the 2nd European Games was held in 
196 countries.

...Fans began to gather at the stadium 
a few hours before the ceremony. Many 
of them came from other cities and abroad 
so as not to miss the opening of the main 
European sporting event of the year. Justin 
Gonzalez, from London, bought tickets 
for the opening ceremony several months 
ago. He came to Belarus with his friends 
who are basketball fans. On the first day of 
the competition, the guys closely followed 
their passions at the Palova Arena and 
had time to walk around the city before 
the opening ceremony. «Minsk is an 
interesting city that has preserved its past 
and has been modernised for the needs of 
the time,» said Justin.

Alexandra Zhukova, from St. 
Petersburg, also bought tickets to the 
multi-sports forum in advance. «As soon 
as I learned that the 2nd European Games 

would be held in Minsk, I began to look 
for tickets. The opening ceremony is a 
great show, which I will remember for 
many years!»

The show was truly spectacular. 
The performance opened with firework 
volleys, after which scenes began moving 
one after another on the constantly 
changing stage. The authors and 
producers of the opening ceremony took 
full advantage of the opportunity to show 
Belarus to the whole world — to show 
off all its advantages, history, unique 
traditions and rituals.

The Kupala Night scene opened the 
show. A cascade of moving images began 
to rotate in a circle, each demonstrating 
the traditions and life of Belarusians. 
The main ‘actors’ of the 2nd European 
Games — athletes from the 50 countries 
participating in the multi-sports forum — 
came onto the stage. Fans warmly 
supported the representatives of each 
country. 

During the theatrical part of the 
show, while the fern bloomed, legends 
of the Belarusian people came to life 
in front of the audience. Thousands of 
sports fans gathered at Dinamo were they 
were offered the chance to step into the 
treasury of Belarusian history and get to 
know the cultural and spiritual heritage of 
the country, with its significant historical 
figures: Yevfrosiniya Polotskaya, 
Frantsisk Skorina, Grand Duke Vytautas, 

to sporting   celebration 
Lively
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Lev Sapega... In the following scene, the 
organisers took the audience to the 20th 
century and invited them to learn about 
outstanding people born in Belarus: artists 
Leon Bakst and Marc Chagall, inventor 
and aircraft designer Pavel Sukhoi, and 
Nobel Prize winner Zhores Alferov. 
Masterpieces on the screens, outlandish 
processions on the stage, drawings of 
inventions: through flights of imagination 
and thought, the authors of the opening 
ceremony also took Dinamo to the 
history of Belarusian rushniks [hand-
woven towels], Brest Fortress and the 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha.

Moreover, even after the end of the 
theatrical part of the show, the presentation 
of the country did not stop: the scene 
when Belarusian athletes of the past and 
present brought the flag of the European 
Olympic Committees to the arena was 
a real demonstration of our sporting 
achievements. Olympic champions — 
Yelena Belova, Igor Makarov, Alexander 
Romankov, Alla Tsuper,  Yanina 
Provalinskaya-Korolchik — and the 
coach of the Belarusian freestyle team, 
Nikolay Kozeko, whose squad won seven 
Olympic awards, were a true ‘star’ team. 
They were accompanied by another star, 
the most popular Asian artiste — Dimash 
Kudaibergen. 

Despite the fact that the 2nd European 
Games were only just gaining momentum, 
the President of the European Olympic 

Committees, Janez Kocijancic, had no 
doubt that Belarus would be able to hold 
the forum at the highest level, «Athletes 
from 50 countries have gathered here, in 
Minsk, to show their best qualities. We 
are confident that the 2nd European Games 
2019 will be a great success and will leave 
its mark on the lives of all participants.»

Another musical gift for Minsk 
residents and guests was the performance 
by world opera star, Anna Netrebko, who 
headlined the show.

After the President of Belarus declared 
the 2nd European Games open, the final 
chord of the opening ceremony featured 
the lighting of the fire. The name of the 
person who would light the Flame of Peace 
at Dinamo was kept secret until the last 
second. In the end, Olympic champions 
— Darya Domracheva, Alexey Grishin, 
Maxim Mirny, Yulia Nesterenko, Roman 
Petrushenko, Nadezhda Skardino and 
Dmitry Dovgalenok — came onto the 
running track of the Olympic stadium with 
the torch in their hands. They stopped at 
a small bowl set in front of the Bowl of 
Flowering Ferns. Seven torchbearers lit 
a flame, and the fiery impulses carried 
it to the main bowl, connecting all the 
elements together. When the fire was lit at 
the stadium, fireworks flared into the sky.

The sporting carnival of the 2nd 
European Games began in an impressive 
style, touching and embracing all the 
participants.

to sporting   celebration 
preamble
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The opening of the 2nd European 
Games saw many VIPs. It was 
a perfect opportunity to use 
the largest sports forum as a venue 
for communication at top political 
level. The way to the Dinamo 
Stadium for some world politicians 
lay through the Independence Palace.

Evident beneficial 
prospects
By Vladimir Mikhailov

On the eve of the opening 
of the 2nd European Games, 
A l e k s a n d r  L u k a s h e n k o 
met the Chairman of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Milorad Dodik, 
at the Independence Palace. Mr. 
Lukashenko and Mr. Dodik are 
old acquaintances, although it’s 
been nineteen years since their 
last meeting.

«It’s a pity we meet rarely, 
but it’s good that we’ve finally 
got together and at the right 
time,» said Mr. Lukashenko, 
greeting the guest. «We monitor 
the development of your country 
closely. You know my opinion 
about the former Yugoslavia 
and about the situation that was 
evolving in its former republics. 
We had good relations with 
Yugoslavia and links between 
Belarus and Serbia are taking 
shape. We do have relations with 
Bosnia and Herzegovina but it’s 
not enough. We can do much 
more. This is why your visit is 
so important.»

We can’t say that the two 
states are establishing relations 
from scratch. Belarusian heavy-
duty dump trucks and large-sized 
automobile tyres are already 
exported to the country, with 
machinery proving itself well 
at local pits. What are the future 
prospects? Belarus would like 
to make progress in exporting 
construction and communal 
and agricultural machinery. Our 
country also views collaboration 
in the IT sphere as beneficial. 

Moreover, we hope that Bosnia 
and Herzegovina will conclude 
an agreement on visa-free trips 
for holders of national passports, 
which will be a good helping 
hand for business development.

The Chairman of  the 
Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina thanked Aleksandr 
Lukashenko for the invitation 
saying that, «It’s a great honour 
for me to come to your country. 
This is my first visit. Your city is 
very beautiful and clean, while 
the people in the streets are 
happy and smiling. This testifies 
to the stability here and I greatly 
appreciate your efforts to make 
Belarus successful.»

While chatting to journalists, 
the Chairman of the Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
said that negotiations with the 
President of Belarus, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko, had touched on 
the advancement of bilateral co-
operation, contacts in the sphere 
of new technologies and tractor 
engineering. Political issues 
were also in the spotlight. «We 
share the opinion that stability 
is the most important thing,» 
emphasised Mr. Dodik.

New challenges ahead 
By Alexey Fedosov

Relations between Belarus 
and the UK could be 
much better, as President 
of Belarus — Aleksandr 
Lukashenko — notes 
on meeting UK Trade 
Policy Minister, George 
Hollingbery

«Maybe it is not the right 
meeting for an in-depth discus-
sion of issues of our relations 
but, nevertheless, this meeting is 
very important. Perhaps it is even 
historically important because, 
despite the volume of trade and 
economic co-operation which 
we have today, relations between 
Belarus and the UK could be bet-
ter — much better than they are 
now, honestly speaking,» Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

The President recalled that 
the Belarusian delegation, head-

ed by Prime Minister Sergei Ru-
mas has recently visited the UK, 
where it had several productive 
meetings. The parties primarily 
discussed the development of 
bilateral relations in trade and 
economy. «Your Government 
has done a lot to make these 
events successful. I personally 
thank you for being attentive to 
the Belarusian delegation and 
contributing to achieving the 
goals that we set before this vis-
it,» the Head of State noted.

Speaking about the interna-
tional agenda, Mr. Lukashenko 
said that he does not personally 
support the UK’s exit from the 
EU. However, proceeding from 
state positions, many positive 
aspects in Brexit can be found. 
«First of all, you are becoming 
more flexible as you do not de-
pend on nearly three dozen EU 
voices. For us, this is beneficial 
because we can develop relations 

between the UK and Belarus in a 
more flexible and efficient way.»

Mr. Hollingbery expressed 
thanks for the opportunity to 
have a face-to-face meeting with 
Mr. Lukashenko. «You are abso-
lutely correct and rightly pointed 
out that the UK has a keen in-
terest in Belarus. Even though 
our meeting is limited, I have a 
large number of meetings sched-
uled with representatives of the 
Belarusian Government. I have 
repeatedly met with the Ambas-
sador [of Belarus] to the UK,» 
the Minister said.

Good relations are important to maintain

By Natalia Yemelyanova

Politics, trade and economic 
co-operation and, of course, 
sports discussed at Palace 
of Independence

This is the first visit to Bela-
rus for Salome Zourabichvili as 
the Head of the Georgian state. 
She was elected President rela-
tively recently, last November. 
Aleksandr Lukashenko warmly 

congratulated the guest on this 
important event in her life and 
handed her a bouquet of flowers. 
Given the brevity of the current 
visit of Ms. Zourabichvili, the 
Belarusian Head of State ex-
pressed the hope that she would 
find time in the near future to 
visit not only Minsk but also see 
the country as a whole.

Speaking about Belaru-
sian-Georgian relations, the 
President of Belarus recalled 
that they had once started from 
scratch, especially in the sphere 
of the economy, «We remember 
those Soviet times when every-
one wanted to be Georgians — 
for different reasons. Therefore, 
we have a very good foundation 

for our relations. Believe me, I 
will do everything possible to 
maintain such good warm rela-
tions in all spheres.»

Initially, it was planned that 
Ms. Zourabichvili, among other 
VIP guests, will attend the open-
ing ceremony of the 2nd European 
Games. However, last Thursday, 
the political situation in Geor-
gia suddenly escalated. Mass 
protests in the centre of Tbilisi 
demanding the resignation of 
the Government and Parliament 
forced the Georgian President to 
return home urgently.

Mr. Lukashenko noted that 
Belarus is not indifferent to 
everything that happens in Geor-
gia, «Your people have experi-

enced many difficult moments 
after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, and you always came out 
of them with dignity. The pres-
ent situation in Georgia is not 
simple — as in other republics. 
However, we are courageous 
people and will find a way out 
of the most difficult situations.»

In turn, Ms. Zourabichvili 
thanked the President of Bela-
rus for the opportunity to meet, 
despite the fact that she had to 
break her visit to Belarus ear-
ly because of the events taking 
place in Georgia. At the same 
time, the President of Georgia 
noted that she was glad to visit 
Belarus and that she wished suc-
cess to the 2nd European Games.

Sport strengthens
Preserving unity is worthwhile
By Vasily Kharitonov

…The President of Moldo-
va, Igor Dodon, arrived at the 
opening of the 2nd European 
Games, despite the difficult sit-
uation in his country. Recently, 
Moldova has been shaken by a 
political crisis so severe that it 
seemed the country wouldn’t 
be able to avoid a civil conflict. 
Fortunately, everything was 
settled quickly and peaceful-
ly. The previous government 
retired, state institutions were 
restored and the new cabinet of 
ministers, headed by Maia San-
du, began its work. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko sincerely congrat-
ulated his Moldovan colleague 
and the nation on a good recov-
ery from the complicated polit-
ical situation.

«You’ve done well by pre-
serving unity. It’s difficult now-
adays. It’s not clear when you’re 
in the thick of these events, sit-
uations can be complicated, but 
it’s felt keenly from the outside. 
However, in the course of time, 

when this recedes into the his-
torical distance, it will be stud-
ied and analysed. Those gener-
ations that will replace us will 
believe that you preserved the 
unity which now exists in Mol-
dova. It’s worth a great deal.»

Aleksandr Lukashenko not-
ed that sport was a good reason 
for the current meeting, «It has 
always united people. I’d like 
sport to facilitate unity in our 
region.»

Relations between Bela-
rus and Moldova are close. 
Last year, the two states trad-

ed $222m while this year has 
already seen a growth in trade 
turnover. Assembly production 
facilities of Belarusian tractors 
and trolley buses are operating 
in Moldova.

Igor Dodon thanked Alek-
sandr Lukashenko for his warm 
words and support. Of course, 
the new Government of Moldo-
va can’t be called regular, but 
it reflects the structure of Mol-
dovan society, with some being 
drawn towards Russia and the 
EAEU while others try to be 
closer to the European Union.

«Nevertheless, for the first 
time over twenty-seven years of 
our independence, both left and 
right parties have united for the 
sake of Moldova,» underlined 
Mr. Dodon. «This unity is not 
only internal. For the first time, 
Russia, the USA and the Euro-
pean Union share a single posi-
tion on our country. Of course, 
my task is to preserve this frag-
ile balance. We’ve been given a 
chance to move forward and are 
duty-bound to use it.»
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Finding correct solutions
By Vladimir Khromov

The topic of Belarusian-
Russian relations has 
often been spoken of 
lately. How can the existing 
problems be solved and 
what are the prospects 
of Union State integration? 
These issues were 
discussed by the President 
of Belarus and the Prime 
Minister of Russia, 
Dmitry Medvedev, 
at the Independence Palace.

First of all, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko thanked the Head 
of the Russian Government for 
his arrival for the opening of 
the 2nd European Games. The 
Belarusian leader emphasised 
that Dmitry Medvedev’s visit 
is important from the point of 
view of discussing issues on the 
Belarusian-Russian agenda.

«We’ve agreed with the 
President of Russia that you 
[the prime ministers of Belarus 
and Russia] should take a look 
at the work of our joint group, 
which is addressing problems 
in our mutual relations, and 
should give your conclusions 
before I meet with Vladimir Pu-
tin…,» noted Mr. Lukashenko.

At this moment, the jour-
nalists strained themselves in 

expectation of some impor-
tant news and Mr. Lukashenko 
didn’t disappoint, «He [Putin] 
planned to arrive for the Games 
closing ceremony. During the 
Forum of Regions in your na-
tive land [in St. Petersburg in 
July] we will go to Balaam to 
pray. And we plan to discuss 
more issues while there.»

Belarus and Russia are 
gradually bringing their posi-
tions closer and approaching 
solutions to problematic issues. 
This has become clear judging 
by the results of the recent 
meeting between the two prime 
ministers.

«We’re currently at a very 
important negotiation point, 
discussing actions dealing 
with the fulfilment of our Un-
ion State treaty and the pro-
gramme of integration,» noted 
Mr. Medvedev. «The talks are 
going well and the ministers 
have worked well, with dep-
uty prime ministers being in 
constant active dialogue. A 
considerable number of issues 
have already been agreed. This 
doesn’t mean that nothing is 
left for the presidents to settle, 
several complex issues remain 
and some may require address-
ing from the political-legal 
point of view. This is in the in-
terests of both our countries.»

The Russian PM said that 
the participants of the working 
party are almost ready to sub-
mit the results of their work 
for consideration at presiden-
tial level, «We hope that you’ll 
manage to do this in July in 
order to settle the remaining 
issues. If everything goes as it 
should, the final approval of the 
presidents will be received and, 
by November, we may reach 
the signing of ‘road maps’ aim-
ing to implement all the initi-
atives.»

Mr. Medvedev also con-
gratulated the Belarusian leader 
on the start of the 2nd Europe-
an Games, «I’m confident that 
everything will be held at the 
highest level. We’ll see won-
derful sporting achievements 
and the fans will be happy.»

Guests always receive 
a cordial welcome
By Olga Korneeva

…A special set of gifts was
prepared for all VIP guests who 
met with the President. It’s a 
‘2nd European Games 2019’ 
panel, made from bog oak which 
is around 1,500 years old. This 
material was always considered 
unique and was used to deco-
rate the most sophisticated and 
exquisite interiors. The painting 
features medals portraying 15 
sporting disciplines being pre-

sented at the multi-sports forum.
…Not long before the offi-

cial start of the large sports fo-
rum in the Independence Palace, 
an official dinner was organised 
on behalf of the President for 
heads of foreign states, govern-
ments and important guests to 
mark the opening of the 2nd Eu-
ropean Games. Addressing the 
participants of the event, Alek-
sandr Lukashenko again thanked 
them for their visit to Belarus.

Strong 
foundation 
in place
By Svetlana Yevgenieva

On meeting the President of 
Serbia — Aleksandar Vucic — 
who came to Belarus for the 
opening ceremony of the 2nd 
European Games, the Bela-
rusian Head of State said that 
political relations between the 
two countries are at the highest 
level, which was confirmed by 
the heads of state at the recent 
meeting on the fringes of the 
Belt and Road Forum in China. 
«I think we need to add more 
trade, more economy to polit-
ical relations to make sure we 
have a solid foundation,» Alek-
sandr Lukashenko said.

The Head of State empha-
sised that Belarusians in gen-
eral and he personally has a 
special attitude towards Serbia. 

«I would like to once again de-
clare that Serbia is not only a 
priority in our relations. For us, 
it is a country and people close 
to us. You know how important 
Serbia is for me personally,» 
Mr. Lukashenko stated.

He thanked the Serbian 
President for visiting Minsk 
and stressed that the meeting 
is held in the office meant for 
meetings with only the most 
important and closest friends. 
«I thank you and the Serbian 
people for the warmth they 
give to Belarusians and to me 
personally. We very much ap-
preciate this. Believe me, this 
will benefit our relations long 
term,» he noted.

In turn, Mr. Vucic thanked 
the Belarusian President for 
a warm and hospitable wel-
come. «You have said that 
Serbia is a close country to 
Belarus. I can say that Bela-
rus is also a friendly and very 
close state for us. We appreci-
ate everything you do. Thank 
you very much for your stance 
on Kosovo,» he said.

The Serbian President 
agreed that the two countries 
need to bolster trade ties and 
economic co-operation in gen-
eral. Mr. Vucic expressed the 
hope that the future visit of 
the Belarusian leader to Ser-
bia would contribute greatly to 
bilateral relations. He also ex-
tended compliments to the Be-
larusian Head of State on host-
ing the 2nd European Games.

Poland to host 3rd 
European Games
By Svetlana Savelieva

2nd European Games 
in Minsk in full 
swing but decision 
already made on 
next host country

The decision was made by 
the General Assembly of the 
European Olympic Committees 
in Minsk. The organisers intend 
to arrange a competition of the 
best athletes of the Old World 
in Krakow. Thus, Poland will 
pick up the baton from Minsk, 

which is currently hosting the 
2nd European Games. Over 
4,000 athletes from 50 coun-
tries are competing in 15 sports 
in Minsk.

The 1st European Games 
took place in Azerbaijan’s cap-
ital city of Baku, in June 2015.

Human life most precious of all
By Oleg Bogomazov

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
bestows the Order 
of Friendship of Peoples 
upon the Head of 
the Chechen 
Republic — 
Ramzan 
Kadyrov 

R a m z a n 
Ka dy rov attended 
the opening ce re mo ny of the 
2nd European Games. In the 
run-up to the event, he met with 
the Belarusian Head of State.

«We have a special affection 
for you. Ramzan, thank you 
very much for keeping your 
promises. I always say: ‘He is 
a real man. He does what he 
promises to do’. Thank you for 
the people we were unlikely 
to see back in Belarus but for 
your help. You are not just a 
friend, you are a brother to me, 
to our people. The fact that I am 
awarding you with the Order of 
Friendship [of Peoples] bears 
a special significance. This is 
not just some political gesture. 

You deserve it as a person who 
made our people happy. This 
makes me happy,» said Mr. 
Lukashenko. 

Later, Ramzan Kadyrov 
told the media that the Chechen 
delegation is always happy to 
visit Belarus and every visit to 
Minsk has great significance 
for them. «We appreciate our 
relations with Belarus very 
much. We maintain sporting, 
cultural, and industrial co-
operation,» he said.

Speaking about the award 
he received from the Belarusian 
President, Mr. Kadyrov said 
that he would try to justify his 
confidence. «A person’s life is 
the most precious thing. If we 
were able to help in the liberation 
of anyone and aid their return 
home, and the President and 
the people appreciated it — this 
is significant,» the Head of the 
Chechen Republic said.

Mr. Lukashenko signed the 
decree to award Ramzan Kadyrov 
with the Order of Friendship 
of Peoples in August 2018. He 
received the award in recognition 
of his considerable contribution 
to strengthening friendly relations 
and comprehensive co-operation 
with Belarus. 

As previously reported, Mr. 
Kadyrov has made a personal 
contribution to the liberation of 
Belarusian citizens from captivity 
in Libya. One of them, Vyacheslav 
Kachura, returned home in early 
February 2018. He was the last of 
the Belarusian citizens captured 
during the Libyan political crisis 
of 2011 and forcibly kept in 
captivity since then in Tripoli.

good intentions
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Golden necklace for the queen
By Dmitry Komashko

Belarusian track-and-field athletes 
have claimed six medals, including 
three gold, at the 2nd European 
Games. However, that was not 
the end of the celebration. One 
more set of medals will be award-
ed in track-and-field competition 
between the teams. Nevertheless, 
even now we can say that the 
queen of sport met the 2nd Euro-
pean Games, as befits her status.

Medals
The format of track-and-field in the 

2nd European Games programme is not 
usual, as the composition of the rival 
squads was kept secret till the last day 
but turned out to be representative. The 
results were also good and, against this 

background, the medals won by our ath-
letes look even more spectacular.

For example, Elvira German posted 
the result of 12.89 seconds in the 100m 
hurdles, ahead of the closest rival in the 
race (the competitions are divided into 
four groups) by almost 0.6 seconds. 
It’s a serious breakthrough for a 100m 
distance! However, the most important 
thing is that the opponents were running 
well and with such results it’s easily 
possible to lay claim to the finals of top 
world tournaments as quite a few athletes 
in Europe cover the same distance in less 
than 13 seconds.

After the end of the competitions, 
Maxim Nedosekov commented on the 
strangeness of the format. It wasn’t easy 
for the jumpers and throwers as they need-
ed to adjust their preparation. However, 
a victorious 2.27m is a pleasing result 

for the Belarusian. Neither Ilya Ivanyuk 
of Russia, nor Bogdan Bondarenko of 
Ukraine managed to beat it.

Tatiana Kholodovich, who failed to 
throw her javelin for the ‘medal’ distance 
in two attempts, in her final attempt man-
aged to outstrip all her rivals and reach the 
64.37m length, enabling her to perform at 
the Olympics in Tokyo.

Kristina Timanovskaya claimed sil-
ver. According to the photo-finish, Maja 
Mihalinec of Slovenia was recognised as 
the winner. However, the young girl prom-
ised to put her award on the wall and do 
everything to add an Olympic gold soon. 
Moreover, a medal was also the first seri-
ous award for hurdler Vitaly Parakhonko.

Opinion
Elvira German, champion of the 

2nd European Games:
It’s very pleasant to win. The compe-

titions take place in Belarus where strong 
squads compete, while the format is very 
unusual. For me the most important thing 
is to perform well in the team standings 
and earn the maximum number of points. 
Considering the format, this is probably 
more important. I very much hope that 
we’ll manage to battle for team gold.

By Sergey Kanashits

As well as questions relat-
ing directly to the wrestling and 
sporting component of the 2nd 
European Games, in the mixed 
sambo area, athletes were asked 
to share their opinions about 
the Games in general: their 
organisation, atmosphere and 
impressions, and everyone was 
keen to respond. However, the 
most precise answer was that 
of Romanian Anda Valvoi. The 
bronze medallist gave a pause 
and simply said, «Wow!»

The whole of the sambo 
tournament, as well as the per-
formance of the Belarusian na-
tional team, could be assessed 
with the same exclamation. The 
atmosphere in the Sports Palace 
was festive, with the special 
spirit of the competitions noted 
by both entrants and the spec-
tators who packed the stands. 
Fans from all over Europe were 
enthusiastically supporting 
their athletes, with spectators 
shouting in Italian, French and 
Romanian…

The sambo wrestlers had 
to outdo themselves in order 
to win at the 2nd European 
Games. Each category com-
prised just eight wrestlers: the 
‘cream’ of world sambo, where 
representatives of Europe are 

the major striking power. Each 
entrant boasted many titles, yet 
the home crowd urged our na-
tional squad to fight only for 
victory and they did their best. 
Of course, the coolest competi-
tor from Saturday is Alexander 
Koksha. His weight category 
was almost completely dom-
inated until recently by Dmi-
try Bazylev, six-time world 
champion and now one of the 
coaches of our team. Koksha is 
a ‘combat’ man and serves in 
OMON (a special purpose po-
lice unit). He is a 2017 world 
champion and a four-time Eu-
ropean champion, but serious 
injury upset his plans during 

preparation for the Games. In 
order to return and win a place 
in the squad he had to train 
through clenched teeth and 
shed much blood and sweat. 
But it was worth it!

Anzhela Zhilinskaya’s gold 
is testament to the power of 
spirit and determination. Facing 
the world champion from Geor-

gia in the final, she never gave 
in, though it seemed there was 
little chance for victory. Never-
theless, Anzhela boldly rushed 
into the fight and dropped her 
on the mat. Her rival fell badly, 
hurting her arm, resulting in the 
match finishing early and Zhi-
linskaya becoming champion.

A different story is that of 

our youngest sambo wrestler, 
Vera Gorelikova, who also 
claimed gold. She is just twen-
ty-one years old and, in the 
semi-finals, defeated the almost 
unbeatable Yana Kostenko of 
Russia in a tough match. Gore-
likova was born in Minsk and 
comes from an ordinary family. 
Her father is a freight mover 
in a hospital, while her mother 
works as a seamstress and her 
sister and brother — in a fast 
food restaurant and factory.

«Vera, you are a star now! 
Do you feel like it?» I asked her 
after the victory.

«Oh, no, don’t say that! I’m 
not like this…» she replied.

Igniting sambo impresses

Vyacheslav Kot, head coach of Belarus’ national team:
Fifteen medals are even more than we had hoped for. Three golds are 
great, as we expected two. Of course, we always want more and the last 
two fights on Sunday, featuring Andrey Kazusenok and Yuri Rybak are a 
disappointment, as we hoped they’d win. Nevertheless, we are pleased 
with Vera Gorelikova, Anzhela Zhilinskaya and Alexander Koksha who 
are real champions. Their performance was perfect! I should also note 
the special entourage and setting: a wonderful hall, wonderful organi-
sation and strong competition. These Games can’t be overestimated in 
popularising sport in general and sambo in particular.

0.001 seconds separated Kristina Ti-
manovskaya’s silver medal in the 100m 
distance and Maja Mihalinec of Slove-
nia, who was announced the winner. 
More dramatic tension was added to 
the situation as the Belarusian, who 
was competing in various groups with 
the Slovenian athlete, emotionally 
threw up her arm at the finish, celebrat-
ing victory, and it turned out that this 
gesture cost her the win.

At the 1st European Games 
that took place in Baku in 
2015, out of 43 medals earned 
by Belarusian athletes, seven 
awards (2 gold, 2 silver and 
3 bronze) were claimed 
by sambo wrestlers — quite 
a good haul! However, it pales 
into insignificance compared 
with the current success of 
our team. After the first day, 
our ‘harvest’ already repeated 
that of Baku: 7 medals — 2 
gold (Alexander Koksha and 
Anzhela Zhilinskaya), 2 silver 
and 4 bronze! Moreover, on 
Sunday, our wrestlers added 
8 more medals to the trophy 
cabinet — 1 gold (Vera 
Gorelikova), 3 silver and 4 
bronze! As a result, we boast a 
record 15 medals. Will any other 
national team be able to repeat 
or improve on this result during 
the 2nd European Games?

R E S U L T S

A C C E N T

F I G U R E 
O F  T H E  D A Y

Alexander Koksha Vera Gorelikova Anzhela Zhilinskaya

Vitaly Parakhonko Elvira German Tatiana Kholodovich Maxim Nedosekov
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Glitter of victorious medals
The arena was packed to the rafters and filled with 
never-ending applause and dazzling costumes: during 
the weekend, Minsk Arena shook with anticipation as 
rhythmic gymnasts and sports acrobats performed on 
two floors. Both days were complex and dramatic, but 
in the end, everyone got what they deserved. Anyone 
would be envious of our ‘harvest’, with sports acrobats, 
Veronika Nabokina, Yulia Ivonchik and Karina Sandovich, 
bringing the first gold for the country. They also claimed 
bronze. The second gold medal and two bronze awards 
were won by mixed pair of Artur Belyakov and Olga 
Melnik. On Sunday, those athletes performing in the 
group exercises were celebrating, as Arina Tsitsilina, 
Anna Gaidukevich, Anna Shvaiba, Anastasia Rybakova 
and Karina Yermolenko won two gold medals in the all-
round and in the hoop and clubs, as well as silver for their 
sequences with the ball. Yekaterina Galkina also made her 
contribution, claiming silver for the hoop and bronze in 
the all-round event in the individual competitions.

By Kristina Glushko

Rhythmic  
gymnastics

On Saturday, Galkina got 
a little over-enthusiastic and a 
small mistake in the start of the 
ball exercise slightly dampened 
the young girl’s fighting spirit. 
After a couple of seconds, she 
made another mistake, result-
ing in nervous glances from our 
fans, who were wondering if 
any chances for a medal were 
left. Despite the failure with 
this unfortunate item, af-
ter which Yekaterina was 
placed eighth by the judg-
es, the gymnast continued to 
fight on and managed to fire 
up the spectators once again. 
‘Katya come on!’ the audi-
ence shouted. It seemed that 
such powerful support man-
aged to reach out to Galkina, 
who finally finished third.

«The balls are stressful! It 
was the first event and I was 
really knocked back. Then I 
decided that there was noth-
ing more to lose and began to 
enjoy myself. The fact that 
I was at home definitely 
had an influence on 
my performance and 
because of the ex-
citement I began 
to make mistakes 

from the first few seconds,» 
said Katya.

Sunday was no less dra-
matic, with silver being earned 
in the first of the competitions 
(hoop). The fans were hoping 
for more medals, but to no avail. 
Though Galkina performed 
perfectly with the clubs, she 
finished only fifth. Coach Irina 
Leparskaya was infuriated and 
raised an objection, which was 
rejected.

Later, our gymnasts took 
revenge for Katya in the group 
exercises, taking bronze in the 
five balls event and two golds 
in a row, from medal podium 

favourites Russia. 
If only you could 
see the disappoint-
ed face of the noto-

rious Irina Viner…
On giving their 

first commentary, 
our top five, Ari-
na Tsitsilina, Anna 
Gaidukevich, Anna 
Shvaiba, Anastasia 
Rybakova and Karina 

Yermolenko, modestly 
admitted that they still 

don’t believe their dou-
ble victory.

«We can’t even express 
in words how happy we are! 
We’ve managed to prove to 

everyone that Belarus is the 
best,» said Anna Gaidukevich.

Sports  
acrobatics

Fantastically bright, 
smiling and beauti-
ful — our golden trio of 

sports acrobats stood out 
against the background of 

others. Since 2008, they have 
failed to win a gold medal, but 

never gave in; they worked hard 
and quickly moved forward. It 

seems good luck favours persis-
tence and, on Saturday, Veron-
ika Nabokina, Yulia Ivonchik 
and Karina Sandovich won the 
first gold of our country at the 
2nd European Games.

«It was difficult to perform 
but the support really helped,» 
admitted Veronika Naboki-
na after the awards ceremony. 
«The home arena really was 
essential!»

«We’ve trained a great deal, 
improved our programme and 
hoped for first place. We’re hap-

py that we’ve won and brought 
home a gold medal for our 
country,» said Yulia Ivonchik.

«We were congratulated on 
our victory by the President. It’s 
really exciting and very cool!» 
added Karina Sandovich.

The same day, another gold 
medal was claimed by our 
mixed pair, Artur Belyakov and 
Olga Melnik, who won in the 
dynamic exercises.

«It’s shock!» said Artur, 
who couldn’t hide his emo-
tions. «I felt the responsibility 
keenly, because it’s very dif-
ficult to perform at home, in 
front of our own fans. Initial-
ly, we weren’t thinking about 
victory: we were just going to 
do our job and let the judges 
decide. We’re pleased with 
the performance though, as 
always, we could have done 
better. However, we must say 
thank you for what we have.»

«We’re happy that we’ve 
managed to win and bring 
pleasure to our fans, as well as 
all Belarusians. My parents and 
friends came from Brest to sup-
port me and I don’t think they 
regret it. The atmosphere of the 
2nd European Games is fasci-
nating,» concludes Olga.

Single holiday for all succeeds
By Yevgeny Kononovich

The European Games opened the 
real Belarus to the whole world: 
peaceful, kind, generous and 
hospitable. This is evident from the 
reviews by foreign politicians, ath-
letes, journalists and fans.

The Rossiyskaya Gazeta [Russian 
Newspaper] writes: ‘The organisation of 
such a large-scale event in Belarus has 
been approached as practically as possible 
and the European Games have been incor-
porated into the ready-made infrastructure. 
For example, shuttle buses, which transport 
competitors and journalists, run through 
the city streets on a par with convention-
al urban transport. The sports arenas are 
also familiar. The hockey experience has 
proved much in demand. In 2014, Minsk 
hosted the World Championship for which 
not only ice palaces were built but also the 
accommodation provision was renovated’.

The Open Kyrgyzstan information 
portal, in turn, recalls the competition for 
the right to host the 2nd European Games. 
It reads: ‘Initially, such states as the Neth-
erlands, Russia, Turkey, Poland and oth-
ers showed a desire to host the Games. 
The city of Minsk was chosen as the final 
venue... The organisation and holding of 
the Games in Minsk is a landmark event 
in the sporting life of Europe. It will 
strengthen the authority and confirm the 
reputation of the Republic of Belarus as 
a socially oriented state, giving priority 
to the promotion of Olympic values, a 
healthy lifestyle and the development of 
physical culture and sports’.

The media from dozens of countries 
covered the colourful opening ceremony 
of the European Games in Minsk in de-
tail. Ukraine’s telegraf.com.ua writes: 
‘Guests of the evening were entertained 
by a fascinating high-tech programme 
with elements of virtual reality’. In turn, 

the Ren TV Channel drew attention to the 
words of the Belarusian President that it is 
necessary to fight for the title of the most 
powerful power through sports that unites 
nations. The great Olympic mission lies 
in the provision of an arena for peaceful 
and fair competition between athletes and 
nations: ‘Let’s transfer all present political 
battles onto sports grounds, with our com-
mon efforts for the good of mankind’.

Estonian portal ee.sputniknews stress-
es: ‘The 2nd European Games in Minsk 
have become the most striking sporting 
event of June. Estonia also could not stay 
away from the ‘European Olympics’ and 
sent 68 athletes to Belarus’.

A quote from Azerbaijani media.az 
reads: ‘Belarusians, as expected, have tak-
en over the baton from Baku with dignity 
to do everything possible to organise the 
event at the highest level... We sincerely 
wish Belarus luck and good sporting bat-
tles, as well as thank them for the opportu-

nity to once again plunge into the Europe-
an sports festival!’

Minsk, albeit temporarily, has erased 
all boundaries between people and states. 
TV reporter Emilia Russo from Monaco 
glows with delight while speaking to the 
Belarus 1 TV Channel, «The atmosphere 
in the city is incredible. We’ve been work-
ing since the opening of the Games. It is a 
real pleasure to communicate with Belaru-
sians. I think I already have friends!»

The Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
to Belarus, Fiona Gibb, also shares her 
impressions, saying, “You have very 
good conditions for sports. The For-
eign Ministry has invited the diplomatic 
corps to visit the new building for gym-
nastics. The conditions there are great. I 
know that your President is very fond 
of sport and it is very important for 
your country. That’s good!”
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On a wave of positivity
Every day, before the morning opening of the fan zone 
of the 2nd European Games, the venue near Minsk’s 
Sports Palace is already crowded: foreigners — after 
settling into their hotels — immediately move to 
perhaps the most noisy and fun place in the city during 
the Games. Minskers follow and chat happily with the 
guests from abroad and together they enjoy the festive 
atmosphere.

By Alexey Fedosov

The fan zone organisers 
have taken into consideration 
the interests of almost all age 
groups. Apart from the compe-
titions broadcast on the large 
screens, there is something to 
entertain everyone. Young peo-
ple are welcomed to an open-air 
pitch to play volleyball and other 
outdoor sports, and pavilions for 
team quizzes and board games 
are open. Small guests are of-
fered face painting and rides. 
Master classes and flash mobs 

are also taking place. Those 
who are older might wish to 
play football on an improvised 
mini-pitch — on a single con-
dition: they need to put on the 
virtual reality glasses. At certain 
times, guests can watch the cul-
tural programmes of a variety of 
participating countries.

There are many shops with 
souvenirs and a large food 
court; the latter offers not only 
Belarusian but also Italian, 
Czech and German national 
cuisine. Belarusian nation-
al cuisine is of great interest 

to foreigners. They carefully 
study the shelves of the retail 
pavilions and surf the Internet 
to find the names of our dishes 
and decide what to start with. 

I notice two Slovenes: Cyr-
il Scoff and Marco Pavlic have 
come from Ljubljana. «The 
food is varied, and we can’t 
decide what we want. We’ve 
heard of your Belarusian dran-
iki; this is a mandatory point of 
our culinary tour. We have al-
ready tried your beer: the drinks 
are great,» they say.

The Executive Director of 
the European Games, Simon 
Clegg, delivered a short speech 
at the opening of the fan zone. 
He said, «I have no doubt that, 
after the Games, Belarusians 
and foreign guests will have 

only positive feelings. I also 
want to thank the organisers, the 
President and all your people for 
the high standard of the compe-
tition.»

...Spanish Joaquin Sarro 
is another foreigner I speak to. 
The 35-year-old is smiling and 
shares his impressions with 
great pleasure, «To be honest, I 
came to Minsk for a couple of 
days to do some sightseeing and 
get to know a new country. Near 
the hotel, I saw signs for the Eu-

ropean Games and the fan zone. 
Curiosity guided me here and I 
don’t regret it! In my opinion, 
it’s a great celebration.»

People were not keen to 
leave even after 10pm — de-
spite the working week being in 
full swing. It was about that time 
when I met Marcus and Sandra 
Schweitzer — a married couple 
from German Dortmund who 
came to support their compatri-
ots at the Games. «Coincidental-
ly, we found we were travelling 
on the same plane as the German 
team,» rejoices Marcus. «So 
now we know all the athletes 
personally. We’ll attend events 
in basketball, bullet shooting 
and sambo, but before this, we 
want to hang out with your peo-
ple in the fan zone for a while.»

‘We feel at home here’
Guests of the 2nd European Games share their impressions of Minsk

By Arina Novikova

Time seems to have stopped 
in the centre of Minsk: foreign 
guests are visiting our sights 
with a measured pace and en-
thusiastic gaze. Click-click — a 
new snapshot captures the beau-
ty of the capital, with its ancient 
buildings and blooming streets. 
The most curious guests join 
in free excursions which start 
their journey at the Town Hall. 
The company today is more 
than ever international: couples 
from India, the Netherlands 
and Slovenia, many Poles and 
a Canadian. We’ve ‘wormed 
our way’ among the foreigners 

to learn about their impressions 
of Minsk.

Svobody Square, party-style 
Zybitskaya Street, the Svisloch 
embankment, Troitsky Suburb, 
the Bolshoi Opera and Ballet 
Theatre and Pobedy Square: 
the tourists follow this route to 
plunge into the rich history of 
the capital.

«What do you think, how old 
is Minsk?» guide Vladislav asks 
a tricky question and the answers 
amaze him: some believe the city 
is 30 years old and others think it 
has a thousand-year history. 

A couple named Rini and 
Kreita de Vajze have come to 
Belarus from the Netherlands. 

«We’ve been together for 50 
years,» they say, holding hands. 
«We’ve visited many cities and 
decided to come to yours. We 
didn’t plan to attend any compe-
titions but wanted to get to know 
the history of a new city. Howev-
er, the atmosphere, fan zones and 
fans themselves have captured 
us so much that we bought tick-
ets for the gymnastics. We will 
root not only for our athletes but 
also for yours: Belarusian people 
are amazing; they’ve welcomed 
us wonderfully.»

In turn, Urska Laurentic and 
her husband Raiko have come 
from Slovenia to cheer on their 
national judo team and attend 

the opening ceremony of the 
Games. «We have already had 
time to see a lot, but we like the 
Great Patriotic War History Mu-
seum best so far. I would recom-
mend anyone to visit it. It’s in-
credible: Belarusians have gone 
through tough times and we can 
see you honour your history. We 
are also very happy with your 
weather. We thought it would be 
colder and have brought warm 
clothes,» smiles Urska. «Your 
beauty also surprises us. Al-
though you probably hear this a 
lot: it’s your brand.»

A young man named Linden 
asked many questions about our 
culture. He has come from Can-

ada to attend the boxing events. 
«I knew very little about Bela-
rus but on arrival I was surprised 
what open, smiling and kind 
people you have. Before leav-
ing, I really want to try drani-
ki, I am constantly being told 
about this dish. It is a pity that 
I’m only here for a short while, 
I soon fly to Russia. Meanwhile, 
at home, in Canada, I will tell all 
my friends about your beauti-
ful country and look forward to 
visiting it again. Dzyakuy vam 
[Thank you],» says Linden, re-
peating the Belarusian phrase.

If you want to know more 
about the country, then talk to the 
locals. This principle is followed 
by smiling friends Dorota and 
Monica from Poland, who’ve 
stayed not at a hotel, like many 
tourists, but with a ‘couch surf-
er’. The ladies are looking for-
ward to the badminton competi-
tion, commenting, «We’ve been 
treated as superstars. It is very 
safe in Minsk: when we travel 
somewhere, we always worry 
about our belongings — keeping 
our bags in sight. Here, we can 
relax and enjoy the sun, nature 
and food. We feel at home here! 
It would be great if next time the 
European Games could be held 
in our country. However, right 
now, we’ll have good time in Be-
larus. Bright year, bright you!»

The fan zone 
is open from 10am  
to midnight and, 

on the closing day, it 
will continue until 4am

A C C E N T
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Guests pleased with heart-warming 
atmosphere of Belarusian capital
It’s as easy as anything to meet a foreigner during the 2nd European Games
By Nikita Avramenko

The first foreign tourists began to arrive 
in Belarus several days before the official 
start of the 2nd European Games in Minsk. 
Many of them have arrived specially to 
admire the Minsk sights, as well as to see 
the hospitable residents of the Belarusian 
capital.

We begin to look for visitors near 
Minsk’s Dinamo Stadium and meet Akshay 
Razdan among a crowd of tourists. He was 
born in India but works in the German city 
of Munich. He told us that he had already 
been to Belarus: for six months, he studied 
at one of Minsk’s universities with an ex-
change programme, «I learnt about the 2nd 
European Games, took a couple of days of 
unpaid holiday and once again came to Be-
larus. It’s easy for me as I know it.»

In the absence of Indian competitors at 
this tournament, he has promised to sup-
port the Belarusian athletes, «I’m confident 
that after the competition my attitude to-
wards your country will only improve.»

Another place where it’s easy 
to hear foreign languages these 
days is the railway station. While 
we were waiting for guests, they 
began to come up to us. Zhang 
Zhiyang from China asked us 
how to get to Minsk Arena and 
told us, «I’d like to get a further 
education here, so I’ve come to 
look around the capital and see 
whether I want to spend a few 
years in Belarus. At present, I 
have only positive impressions: 
your people are open and help-
ful. I purposefully organised the 
dates of my trip with the basket-
ball competitions as I’m a semi-profession-
al coach myself.»

We moved closer to Minsk Town Hall 
where there are even more foreigners than 
at the railway station and Dinamo Stadium. 
Many of them hold the Games booklets in 
their hands and mark points on their maps. 
We get acquainted with Lukasz Szwec: he 
has arrived in Belarus to support his athletes 

and to see spectacular basketball competi-
tions, «I bought a ticket for the basketball. 
Then I learnt that it gives several additional 
days of visa-free stay in Belarus and was 
very pleased. Now, I’m walking through 
Minsk and its suburbs and taking eye-catch-
ing photos which will soon be added to my 
collection.»

Lukasz noted that when wandering 
through the capital, he often heard his na-
tive language, as there are many Poles in 
Minsk nowadays.

Two Belgians — Joos Stafs and 
Jean-Marie Neirink — were sitting at a 
table in the fan zone; they have arrived in 
Minsk in advance and are accommodated 
in the hotel not far from Nemiga to be able 
to quickly get to all the facilities of the 2nd 
European Games. The tourists in general 
were delighted.

«We’re surprised at your cleanness,» 
began Jean-Marie. «Such tidiness can only 
be seen in a few European states. I’d like 
also to praise the organisers of the fan zone 
for allocating such a big space. There are 
no big queues or crowds near the tables, 
even during peak times. We are getting real 
pleasure from the atmosphere in the city. 
Many Belarusians know English and enjoy 
communicating with foreigners; therefore, 
we have a chance to learn much about your 
country.»

Where good friends meet 
Days of culture of the participating 
countries of the 2nd European 
Games held near Sports Palace

By Olga Korneeva

The format of the Sports 
Palace fan zone is both nation-
al and international. Every day 
until June 30th, the venue hosts 
presentations of the countries 
participating in the 2nd Euro-
pean Games — Azerbaijan, 
Israel, the UK, Georgia, Italy, 
Hungary, Turkey, Latvia, Rus-

sia, Austria and Roma-
nia — and their cul-
tural programme.

P e r f o r m a n c e s  b y 
artists and folk groups are 
planned and national cuisines 
and crafts are presented. Theat-
rical troupes will also perform 
and the sporting achievements 
of the participants of the Games 
are celebrated.

The rich daily programme 
consists of master classes, 
games, sports activities, com-
petitions, flash mobs, motiva-
tional performances by famous 
athletes and coaches, as well as 
theatrical events.

Cultural days for Azerbai-
jan, the UK, Israel, Italy and 
Hungary have already taken 
place and, on Friday, 

June 28th, it will be the turn of 
Latvia, with Russian culture 
being presented on the penul-
timate day of the sports forum, 
June 29th. June 30th is reserved 
for Belarus’ own cultural day.

A detailed schedule of the 
planned cultural programme 

in the fan zone is available 
for all on the official website 
of the 2nd European Games 
2019: www.minsk2019.by.

Artful 
fencing 
lessons 
By Veniamin Mikheev 

Medieval and Renaissance 
battles reconstructed at fan 
zone near Minsk’s Sports 
Palace 

Martial arts have been in-
cluded for the first time in the 
cultural programme of the Eu-
ropean Games. The guests and 
participants of the multi-sports 
forum were introduced to the 
weapons and rules of competi-
tive historical fencing at a con-
ference, an exhibition, a gala 
tournament and demonstration 
performances at the fan zone 
near the Sports Palace.

The modern historical fenc-
ing movement originated in the 
1990s and has taken off on a 
global scale in the last 20 years. 
A conference — Historical Eu-
ropean Martial Arts: From Text-
books to The World of Sports — 
enabled those interested to learn 
more. In addition, lectures in 
English were offered by 12 ex-
perts from around the world at 
the Mikhail Savitsky Art Gallery. 

The focus on historical 
fencing continued at the Bela-
rusian National Technological 
University’s sports complex 
where a gala tournament was 
organised. It was attended by 
the best athletes in the sport 
from around the world. Four of 
the most popular categories of 
weapons were presented to the 
public: long and short swords, a 
rapier and a dagger.

The fan zone near the Sports 
Palace hosted tournaments for 
both men and women; they 
demonstrated how fights were 
organised in the Middle Ages 
and the Renaissance. Here, the 
reenactors organised tourna-
ments based on information ob-
tained from ancient manuscripts 

and modern textbooks.
The cultural programme of 

the 2nd European Games contin-
ues at the Mikhail Savitsky Gal-
lery, with the European Martial 
Arts. From Volcano’s Smithy to 
Mars’ Arts exhibition. It features 
both material — ancient books, 
weapons and armour — and in-
tangible cultural heritage, such 
as martial arts. Visualisation 
helps describe how to use a 
sword. Visitors are surprised by 
the unique manuscripts which 
are over 500 years old.
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By Dmitry Komashko

At any Olympics, the Athletes’ Vil-
lage is the most intriguing space with all 
participating being installed there: from 
first timers to cult figures. Recent rivals 
greet each other warmly, while those 
who are viewed as super-heroes on the 
TV screens can be easily spotted in the 
queue for souvenirs.

Firstly, it’s always interesting to 
assess the conditions created for the 
athletes. Secondly, after the Games are 
over, the Athletes’ Village will be occu-
pied by students, while the hostels — re-
equipped to the level of three-star ho-
tels in line with the requirements of the 
European Olympic Committees — will 
become part of the legacy of the Games 
that will be used by more than one gen-
eration of Belarusians.

Valery Kornilov, head coach of the 
Belarusian national boxing team, told 
us that even the guests who have al-
ready been at Olympics are delighted 
with the living conditions during the 
2nd European Games, «The two-bed 
rooms are comfortable. There are also 
new shower and toilet rooms, and a 
kitchen. Absolutely everything is en-
visaged that is necessary for prepara-
tion before the competitions. Athletes 
and coaches who have already per-
formed at Olympics note that such high 
level of organisation isn’t seen at every 
Games. Allocating the accommodation 
took place without any problems.»

From the point of view of accommo-
dation, the biggest concerns were regard-
ing the basketball players. These guys 
are extremely tall. Maxim Lyutych, who 
plays as a power forward in the Tsmoki-
Minsk squad was among those who 
might be worried about the beds. How-
ever, the first impressions are very pos-
itive, «Before this, I have never stayed 
in such good conditions during competi-
tions, so was very surprised at how cool 
everything is here. It’s possible to stay in 
the Athletes’ Village almost all the time 
as everything is provided. Moreover, the 
Village is really huge and I didn’t expect 
the scale would be so significant. Our 
whole team was accommodated together 
and this brings us closer. The conditions 
are good. Some kind of ‘extension’ has 
been even added to the bed: a shelf that 
makes the length of the sleeping accom-
modation reaches 2.15m. Being 2.05m  
tall, it’s comfortable for me, I’ve never 
slept on a bed like it.»

The Republican Centre of Olym-
pic Training in Figure Skating and the 
adjacent buildings are being used as a 
canteen. In future, all these will be giv-
en over to young athletes and it won’t be 
too cramped for them. At present, stars 
have their dinners on the site of would-be 
sports grounds.

The figures cited by Yulia Kravchen-
ko, who heads the Catering Department 
at the Minsk European Games Organising 
Committee (MEGOC), are even more im-
pressive, «The area of the dining hall and 

lounge zones is about 5,500 square metres. 
Cooks prepare 60,000kg of food here dai-
ly — approximately 350 dishes. Officially 
there are four meals a day, but athletes can 
visit the canteen day and night.»

Remarkably, unlike most similar 
tournaments, where around 60 percent 
of local products are used to cook dish-
es, this figure has been brought to almost 
100 percent in Minsk. Ms. Kravchenko 
explains, «We began to prepare for the 
2nd European Games two years in ad-
vance. Firstly, we studied the experience 
of other Olympics, their menus, peculiar 
for various sports, rations and calorific 
values. Then we selected and tested the 
suppliers for a long time. We tried to fo-
cus on natural ingredients. All products 
are delivered to the cold storage facility 
where they undergo a thorough inspec-

tion and doping control. A special work-
shop was also allocated to prepare halal 
food.»

From June 21st, live music can be 
heard in the canteen of the Athletes’ Vil-
lage. The organisers have made a list of 
birthday celebrants whose birthdays co-
incide with the dates of the competitions 
and prepared congratulations and pre-
sents for them. The participants have no 
complaints. According to Mr. Kornilov, 
it’s not easy to please boxers as far as 
food is concerned, but the organisers of 
the 2nd European Games have succeed-
ed, «There are many weight categories in 
our sporting discipline and each of them 
has its own food peculiarities. It’s clear 
that heavyweights eat in a different way 
compared to those who must watch their 
weight. Moreover, there are also consid-
erations from the point of view of faith, 
as there are Muslims, Jews and Orthodox 

athletes among those who have arrived in 
Minsk. Nevertheless, all managed to find 
the necessary dishes and products: there 
are choices of meat, vegetables, side dish-
es and fruit. It’s obvious that the organis-
ers tried to make everything to impress 
and to show our country at its best.»

Life in the Athletes’ Village began 
at the start of last week with the arrival 
of representatives of the national squads 
and medical teams who had to install the 
equipment. The head of the medical de-
partment of the Belarusian national team, 
Gennady Zagorodny, told us that almost 
any assistance can be provided to athletes 
on site. Fortunately, up to now, no one 
has needed any help and the efforts of the 
administration of the Athletes’ Village to 
organise leisure time for athletes at the 
highest level is roundly praised.

Where the Games live
Report from  
the Athletes’ 

Village
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Enjoyment 
of everything  

that is happening is the key
Volunteers of 2nd European Games 

share their thoughts about their work
More than 24,000 people wanted to be volunteers for the 
Games but only 8,000 were accepted: these people help the 
organisers to hold the competitions at the highest level. To 
ensure this, they have been studying a foreign language in 
depth during the last three months, also attending training 
and educational seminars. We talked to several volunteers 
to learn more about their work.

By Veniamin Mikheev

A student at the Belarusian 
State University, 18-year-old  
Alexander Bagatka, learnt 
about the possibility of becom-
ing part of the 2nd European 
Games last year. On the eve of 
the summer session, representa-
tives of the 2nd European Games 
2019 Directorate came to the 
University. The student didn’t 
think about the idea for long: he 
immediately agreed. «I had to 
choose several areas in which 
I’d like to prove myself. I chose 
the most interesting for me: 
‘Protocol’. It seems to me to be 
one of the most responsible and 
important,» he explained.

As part of ‘Protocol’, young 
people work at various sports fa-
cilities with VIPs. Their respon-
sibilities include, for example, 
meeting high-level guests, organ-
ising their seating arrangements 
and providing information.

Alexander works at the Di-
namo Stadium. «This is a great 
opportunity for me to demon-
strate my English language 
skills in practice. I was seriously 
helped to improve my foreign 
language knowledge while pre-
paring for the Games. Another 
great advantage is an acquaint-
ance with international standards 
of business etiquette,» noted the 
young man.

The student says the pre pa-
ration period passed quickly: the 
organisers prepared an excellent 
programme: general classes in 
language studies and stress re-
sistance training were replaced 
by highly specialised training in 
certain areas.

Alexander thinks the test 
events were the most exciting 
stage, «At Bright Fest, for exam-
ple, it was little scary. We thought 
we wouldn’t cope and make re-
ally bad mistakes, but as soon 
as the event began, we realised 

that nothing would go wrong. 
Later, along with the guests, we 
enjoyed the events. Everything 
went well in the end.»

A similar story happened 
to 19-year-old Ivan Silin: he 
also filed a volunteer applica-
tion long before the Games. He 
knows English well and likes to 
communicate with people, so he 
managed to pass all the selec-
tion stages. Initially he wanted 
to work at ‘City Information 
Points’ and was preparing him-
self for this. However, later, he 
was invited onto the ‘Sporting 
Volunteers’ programme.

«Volunteers in this area work 
at the heart of the competitions,» 
he explains. «Our task is to help 
athletes and coaches and accom-

pany them all the time.» These 
volunteers look after coaches’ 
and athletes’ belongings, while 
providing them with everything 
they need both before and after 
the competitions. As Ivan says, 
he appears on TV as often as the 
participants.

«I’m happy to be a volunteer. 
I’ve gained much experience 
and skills. Apart from English, 
I’m now quite knowledgeable 
in karate and judo: competi-
tions in these sports are held at 
the Chizhovka Arena where I 
work,» says the student.

Unlike Alexander and 
Ivan, the work of 18-year-old 
Nadezhda Tivo is more short-
term: she helps the organisers 
of the Games in the ceremo-

nies. «For me, it’s the most 
interesting part of all the vol-
unteer jobs,» the BSU students 
explains. «It’s interesting and 
memorable — definitely, it’s 
what I love.»

Nadezhda will work at the 
closing ceremony of the Games. 
Her group of volunteers meets 
delegations of athletes and 
coaches and accompanies them 
almost to the entrance of the Di-
namo Stadium where other vol-
unteers meet them.

«It seems easy, but this 
is not always the case,» she 
smiles. «Much depends on 
whether we meet visiting del-
egations on time, and whether 
or not they are happy, which is 
very important.»

Volunteer Edward hurries to help
By Olga Dubrovskaya

These people can be almost 
invisible and are very useful 
when you need their help. 
Day and night, they meet 
guests at the airport, take fans 
to their seats literally by the 
hands and can easily name 
thirty places in the city where 
visitors can eat draniki (potato 
pancakes). About eight thousand 
volunteers are involved in the 2nd 
European Games and American 
Edward Feldhake is among them.

He has 35 years of experience and 
hasn’t missed a single Olympics since 
1984. «While sitting in the fan zone 
of the Los Angeles Games, I came up 
with the idea that I could be more than 
a mere spectator. I wanted to be in-
volved in the holding of grand sporting 
events — to give people positive feel-
ings. As it turned out, it’s not difficult,» 
he explains.

Since then, Edward has visited 15 
Olympic Games, accompanying teams 
from different countries, responsible for 
media communications and consulting 
fans. In 1996, he — a certified engi-
neer — even had the opportunity to lead 

the construction of the Olympic Village 
in Atlanta (Georgia).

The 66-year-old volunteer has 
many memories ,  «My favouri te 
Games was the Olympics in Turin, 
in 2006. Until the Sochi event, it was 
considered the most popular in history 
(2,508 athletes took part). The specta-

tors enjoyed an unprecedentedly com-
plex jump (three flips and five pirou-
ettes), tried by an American freestyle 
skier — Jeret Peterson, but he made 
a mistake on landing, and took only 
the seventh place. I remember how the 
Russian delegation brought more than 
20 kilograms of caviar. It is no sur-
prise that the banquets in the Russian 
village were crowded: some guests ate 
the delicacy with ladles. Most impor-
tantly, the hosts of the Olympics, the 
Italians, were incredibly hospitable, 
cheerful and open. Belarusians are 
similar in this and love to chat.»

Edward has managed to visit many 
countries around the globe but it’s 
the first time he’s been to Belarus. He 
doesn’t know much about our country; 
he has only heard that an exhibition ded-
icated to the Belarusian roots of the Brit-
ish singer, Amy Winehouse, was opened 
in a Minsk gallery.

«I like to look at old pictures, keep-
ing the memory of people who have 
long been dead, alive. In addition to 
the exhibition, of course, I will see all 
the sports arenas. The most interesting 
thing is to look at the Dinamo Stadium 
as this building has its own history. I 
like the old buildings in the centre of 
the city, as well as your wide avenues. 

I noted that all the drivers observe the 
traffic rules: nobody dares to jump a 
red light or cross the road where there 
is no crossing. In other countries, this 
isn’t common,» he said.

In Minsk, the volunteer plays the role 
of an assistant to the National Olympic 
Committee of Luxembourg. He meets 
delegations at the airport, helps athletes 
settle in the Village and makes their stay 
in our country as comfortable as possi-
ble. Edward guesses the needs of ath-
letes, because he was once part of the 
US national cycling team.

As a person close to the sport he 
knows what work was worth pre-
paring for the 2nd European Games, 
«Construction and reconstruction of 
arenas, hotels for athletes, food, trans-
port, safety… All these are part of the 
problems which the organisers needed 
to solve. In just a few days in Minsk, 
I realised that the competition will be 
held at the highest level.»

To get from his native Arizona to 
Minsk, Edward had to spend a day and 
a night on the road. He will stay with us 
for a month, and then he will go home to 
prepare for the Olympics in Tokyo. The 
volunteer has far-reaching plans: after 
Japan, he wants to volunteer in Paris in 
2024, and then in Los Angeles in 2028.

Alexander Bagatka

Edward Feldhake

Ivan Silin Nadezhda Tivo
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AGENDA

SPORTS PALACE FAN ZONE
27 JUNE 
12:00-12:15 Bright Radio Show by Pilot FM 

12:15-14:00 
Bright Music: LIGA Artis quartett, Acoustic-Drive Tikhonov instru-
mental ensemble, Nostalzhi duo 

14:00-16:00 Day of Сulture and Traditions of Turkey: concert programme 

16:00-20:00 
Bright Party: Auraband, Tariel Maisuradze, Dmitry Kacherovsky, Dima 
Kaminsky, Palladium Electric Band, Jazz city band, OK Band 

20:00-22:00 
Day of Culture and Traditions of Turkey: concert programme featur-
ing Eray, GASMEK 

22:00-00:00 Bright Dance: Timesquare, Las Vegas, DeTroit 
28 JUNE 
12:00-13:00 Bright Orchestra: Chistiy golos band 

13:00-15:00 
Bright Kids: Zubrenok dance ensemble, Syabrynka amateur variety 
theatre 

15:00-17:30 
Bright Folk: Sviata folk music ensemble, NeBoyan Style duo, Khoro-
shki dance ensemble 

17:30-20:00 
Bright Stage: Na Grani show, Mikita band, Irina Dorofeeva’s Song 
Theatre, Aleksandra Gaiduk 

20:00-22:00 
Day of Culture and Traditions of Latvia: concert programme feat. 
Carnival Youth 

22:00-00:00 
Bright Party: Olga Plotnikova, Vassel & Rooby, Alexey Khlestov, No 
Comment 

29 JUNE 

12:00-14:00 
Bright Folk: Krupitskie Muzyki ensemble, Vialikdzen folk song 
theatre, NeBoyan Style duo 

14:00-15:00 Presentation of NOC Austria 
15:15-15:45 Quiz show 

15:45-18:00 
Bright Music: Pulse 314, Aleksandra Gaiduk, Inna Afanasyeva, Alek-
sandr Solodukha, UZARI and band 

18:00-19:30 Bright Dance: show by the Belarusian Sports Dance Association 
19:30-20:00 Bright Dance: Na Grani show 
20:00-22:00 Day of Culture and Traditions of Russia: concert programme 
22:00-00:00 Bright Party: Do-mi-no, DJ Shane 
30 JUNE 
12:00-13:30 Bright Folk: Prysmaki, Razdoliye, Raz Guliai, Tsernitsa 
13:30-15:00 Bright Stage: Spadchyna, Chisty Golos 
15:00-15:45 Bright Stage: Litesound 

15:45-17:45 
Bright Kids: Hi! We Are From Belarus concert programme by 
SPAMASH production centre 

17:45-21:00 
Bright Belarus: Yagorava Gara, Palats, Belarusian Fashion Premiere 
project, Aleksey Khlestov, Inna Afanasyeva 

21:00-22:00 Bright Belarus: show by Syabry 
22:00-00:30 Closing Ceremony stream 
00:30-04:00 Bright Party: DJ Magic Sound, DJ Gleb Glebov, DJ Shane 

CHIZHOVKA ARENA FAN ZONE 
27 JUNE 
17:30-18:30 Bright Stage: Na Grani show (Feyeria ballet) 
18:30-20:10 Bright Folk: BelRosy band, Palats 
20:40-22:45 Bright Party: Vassel & Rooby band, YO-Gurt 
22:45-23:30 Bright Dance: DJ Shane (dj set) 
28 JUNE 

20:00-21:45 
Bright Stage: Elena Grishanova, Sergey Slavyansky, Las Vegas, Tyani-
Tolkay, Feyeria show ballet, Fusion ballet 

21:45-22:45 Bright Party: Drozdy band 
22:45-23:30 Bright Dance: DJ Fedorovski (dj set) 
29 JUNE 

12:00-14:00 
Bright Folk: Svyata song and dance ensemble, Khoroshki dance 
ensemble, Bely Ptakh, Lyalki Corporation 

14:00-15:00 
Bright Kids: Art Platforma centre and Uzari Production centre, Soloists 
of Mulyavin National Centre for Musical Art, ballet (Olga Shamrova) 

15:00-18:30 
Bright Stage: Minskoe More, Charovnitsy, Iskui Abalyan, Spadchyna, 
Aleksandra Gaiduk, Shir, Sasha Nemo, Aura, Chisty Golos, PRIDE show 
ballet 

19:00-19:30 Bright Stage: VIPOBEAT (Ilya Danilchik) 
20:15-22:45 Bright Party: DeTroit, NO COMMENT BAND, Radiovolna 
22:45-23:30 Bright Dance: Gleb Glebov’s (dj set) 
30 JUNE 
10:00-12:00 Bright Stage: Zubrenok, Syabrynka, Pesenka, Buslik 

12:00-14:00 
Bright Folk: Svyata song and dance ensemble, Kupalinka, Vyalikdzen, 
Bely Ptakh 

14:00-15:30 Bright Orchestra: Nick Jazz Band, Drum Ecstasy Band 
16:00-16:40 Bright Stage: Anna Blagova, Olga Zmurschik, Provokatsiya band 
17:35-18:00 Bright Stage: Janet, Aleksandr Sukharev, Fusion ballet 

18:25-20:15 
Bright Stage: Anastasia Tikhanovich, Dmitry Korolev, Alyona Lanskaya, 
TEO, Victoria Aleshko, Tyani-Tolkay, Feyeria ballet, Fusion ballet and ICE 
GIRLS cheerleaders 

20:15-21:45 Bright Party: Drozdy band, Dyadya Vanya i plemyanniki band 
21:45-00:15 Closing Ceremony of the 2nd European Games Minsk 2019 live stream 
00:15-01:00 Bright Dance: DJ Anubis (dj set) 

MINSK ARENA FAN ZONE
27 JUNE 

11:30-13:00 
Bright Kids: Zabava children’s dance ensemble, Buslik Honoured Am-
ateur Pop Ensemble, Belorusochka children’s folk-dance ensemble 

14:30-19:00 
Bright Stage: Charovnitsy band, Spadchyna, Belarusy art group, 
ByCity Band, OK band, HURDY GURDY, Drozdy band, Na Grani show 

20:40-22:00 Bright Stage: Lina Lee, Lima Osta, Valeria Yaskevich 
22:00-23:30 Bright Party: DJ Magic Sound (dj set) 
28 JUNE 

12:00-14:00 
Bright Kids: Khvilinka performance theatre, Pesenka children’s folk 
singing ensemble, Iris Show dance theatre, SPAMASH Production 
Centre 

14:00-17:00 
Bright Stage: Sergey Slavyansky, NeBoyan Style duo, Irina Dorofeeva, 
Krasotky band, Alexandra Gaiduk, Alena Lanskaya, German, Uzari, 
Anastasia Tikhanovich 

17:00-17:55 Bright Stage: Vassel & Rooby cover band 
19:00-21:00 Bright Stage: Bavaria cover band, HURDY GURDY, Radiovolna band 
21:00-22:00 Bright Stage: Groove Dealers 
22:00-23:30 Bright Party: ARSTON (dj set) 
29 JUNE 

12:00-13:30 
Bright Family: Mind & Body Fusion. Fitness workshops with coaches 
from the Mir Fitnesa club 

13:30-14:00 Quiz show 

14:30-17:00
Bright Stage: Lisa & band, Georgy Koldun, Vlada, Las Vegas Band, 
Provokatsia band

17:30-18:30 
Bright Dance: Cha-cha-cha dance class by master of sports Aleksandr 
Lyakhovich 

19:00-20:00 Bright Stage: Litesound 
21:00-22:00 Bright Stage: Intelligency 
22:00-23:30 Bright Dance: GodsGiven (dj set) 
30 JUNE 

10:00-11:00 
Bright Family: Zumba. Fitness workshops with coaches from the Mir 
Fitnesa club (Unistar) 

11:00-11:55 Bright Kids: SPAMASH Production Centre 
12:10-12:40 Quiz show 

13:00-15:30 
Bright Stage: Belaya Rus circus, Hvilinka performance theatre, MAX-
Dance dance school, Radiance dance crew 

15:30-16:30 Bright Stage: Vassel & Rooby cover band 
17:30-18:00 Bright Stage: Made-Up band 

18:00-19:00 
Bright Dance: Jive dance class by master of sports Alexander 
Lyakhovich 

19:00-21:45 
Bright Belarus: Alexey Hlestov, TEO, Inna Afanasyeva, Anna 
Sharkunova, Alena Lanskaya, Tyani-Tolkay, Elena Grishanova, Olga 
Plotnikova, Alexander Solodukha 

21:45-00:30 Closing Ceremony of the 2nd European Games Minsk 2019 live stream 
00:30-01:00 Bright Party: Shane (dj set) 

CULTURAL PROGRAMME  
of the 2nd European Games 

27-30 JUNE 2019

Photo of the week
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