
All-Belarusian youth construction site
The status of All-Belarusian youth construction site has been assigned to the objects of major repairs and reconstruction of the Khatyn Memorial Complex in line with 
Decree No. 176 signed by the President of Belarus, Aleksandr Lukashenko. 
Young people aged between 14-31 — including as part of student teams — will be able to take part in the All-Belarusian youth construction. The campaign will unite 
them under a significant civic-patriotic idea, will contribute to increasing their social activity, promotion and development of the student movement. 
Aleksandr Lukashenko instructed to complete construction of the museum on the territory of the memorial complex and restoration works in a short time — by the 

80th anniversary of the Khatyn tragedy. The new museum building will be one-story. It will cover an area of 1,000 square metres 
and have six exhibition halls. 
The tradition of youth construction projects in Belarus was born several decades ago. Student teams participated in construction 
and reconstruction of the National Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre and the Yanka Kupala National Academic 
Theatre, the Nesvizh and Kossovo castles, the Minsk-Arena Sports Complex, Minsk’s Student Village, the Great Patriotic War 
History Museum, the third metro line in the capital and others. In 2014, the status of all-Belarusian youth construction site was 
assigned to the objects of the Belarusian nuclear power plant.

The works of Valery  
Slauk in book and easel 
graphic have been 
repeatedly recognised  
as the best examples  
of modern graphic art
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Beauty Festival 
and songs in 
Mongolian. What 
else to expect from 
the Festival of 
National Cultures?

Khatyn Memorial Complex
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Lukashenko noted that our country has learned important lessons from the current situation in Ukraine. The Head of State 
stressed in particular, “No one should be able to take us by surprise. This is the lesson of the past war. We are not aggres-
sors, we are not going to attack anyone. Yet, we should keep our powder dry and keep our eyes open. We should see what 
our adversaries are doing near our border and respond… We have learned much from the military operation of the Russian 
Federation in Ukraine.”

Armoured personnel carriers, 
robots, missile weapons: equipment 
of the Belarusian Armed Forces
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ulates the supply of weapons, 
military equipment and other ma-
teriel to the Belarusian army. As 
was noted at the meeting, the Be-
larusian army has already gone 
through four stages of reform and 
modernisation during the years of 
the country’s independence. The 
foreign political situation and the 
geopolitical situation in the world 
in general force us to be on the 
alert and constantly improve our 
Armed Forces. 

The President and command-
er-in-chief on that day repeatedly 
referred to the lessons of Ukraine. 
Speaking about the equipment of 
the Belarusian army with modern 
weapons and military equipment, 
Aleksandr Lukashenko said,

“The defence complex is 
among the most important 
high-tech sectors of the Be-
larusian economy. Natural-
ly, we should rely on domes-
tic arms manufacturers.”

Promising weapon
Separa te ly,  Aleksandr 

Lukashenko dwelled on the issue 
of communications and called on 
the generals to carefully study this 
issue, “This is another lesson of 
Ukraine. Communications are 
crucial. Without communica-
tions, there is no army. No weap-
ons are needed, nothing is needed 
if there are no communications. 
God forbid, in peacetime during 
exercises, or our units will sud-
denly be raised somewhere, you 
will lose communications be-
tween your units! Therefore, look 
closely at this issue.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
also inquired about the devel-
opment of promising types of 
weapons, primarily missiles, 
“I gave the relevant task to the 
prime minister after the latest 
meeting with the president of 
Russia in the Far East. We had 
expressly agreed that they (Pu-
tin, Rogozin, Lukashenko, and 
other people who were there 
— people who are involved in 
missile production in Russia) 
were supposed to look at our 
R&D products. 

We are creating a new mis-
sile after all. A very effective 
missile like Iskander. In my 
presence the president (Ed. 
Note — of Russia) instructed 
Dmitry Rogozin to immedi-
ately provide support so that 
we would not waste time rein-
venting the wheel, so that we 
could tap into experience of 
the Russian specialists, who 
made the Iskander missile. 

I would like to hear the an-
swer to this question.”

Speaking about missile weap-
ons, the President said that Bela-
rus intends to keep Russian S-400 
and Iskander missile systems, 
“We and Russia have agreed that 
we may retain the S-400 systems 
that are deployed in Belarus. A 
system like that will see all the 
way to Berlin from Minsk. It is 
a weapon intended for major ar-
mies, territories. Let’s say, like 
Russian. While we may not need 
to see things in Berlin. Then again 
the S-300 systems that we have 
are rather good modern weap-
ons. Virtually on par with S-400. 
However, S-400 systems are 
good hardware. We’ve also seen 
them during this operation. Very 
good. The defence minister and 
I have agreed that tomorrow he 
will simply train several groups of 
guys to operate this equipment.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko also 
mentioned plans to buy Iskander 
missile systems from Russia, 
“These are the weapons that we 
need a lot. We have them today. 
And then again I’ve reached an 
agreement with Russians that we 
are going to buy Iskanders from 
them. They will not be removed 
from Belarus. They can be used 
to defend our space.”

According to the President, 
the weapons the Belarusian 
army already has allow ensuring 
its defensive capacity, 

“I think those are good 
weapons for the army. It 
means that our army will be 
able to fight and cause unac-
ceptable damage to the enemy. 

We are realists, and we un-
derstand that we will be unable 
to defeat NATO. Nevertheless,  

we have all these weapons in 
order to cause damage, particu-
larly to the territories that are 
going to attack us. Those are 
weapons capable of hitting the 
entire territory of Poland and 
to the Baltic Sea. Let alone the 
Baltic Sea countries. Moreo-
ver, practically Ukraine beyond 
Kyiv. God forbid, I am not hint-
ing at something, but I want the 
shooting distance of the weap-
ons we have to be understood.”

The President mentioned 
NATO has embarked on a large-
scale exercise along our border, 
noting that various fake news 
and speculations are circulating 
around it, “Journalists are already 
asking me about this. There were 
3,000 people at our border, now 
their number is nearly 40,000… 
I have never hid and will never 
hide that the defence minister 
and the General Staff were in-
structed to foresee any scenario. 
We must see what is happening 
on the border, the border guards 
give a lot of information, the 
State Security Committee. In 
addition, the military sees what 
is happening. Intelligence must 
work... No one should be able 
to take us by surprise. This is the 
lesson of the past war. We are not 
aggressors, we are not going to 
attack anyone. Yet, we should 
keep our powder dry and keep 
our eyes open. We should see 
what our adversaries are doing 
near our border and respond.”

***
What the Belarusian army 

is armed with and can be proud 
of today: what facts Aleksandr 
Lukashenko mentioned.

• Well-known domestic de-
fence firms include AGAT (auto-
mated control systems for various 
applications, hardware-software 
packages, communication and 
data transmission equipment, 
computing equipment, and in-
strumentation), Peleng and Bel 
OMO (optics), as well as MZKT 
(tractor units)… We couldn’t live 
without them today.

• Radio-electronic means 
of combating unmanned aerial 
vehicles created by Belarusian 
specialists have received wide 
recognition in the world. 

Electronics was also one 
of the most advanced sectors 
of the economy in the Sovi-
et period. And you see how 
it came in handy today. It is 
good that we have preserved it.

• The Polonez rocket artil-
lery system, the Buk-MB medi-
um-range surface-to-air missile 
system (it is the real deal, it shows 
very good reliability and effi-
ciency) and missiles for it, hand 
grenade launchers (very relevant 
things), small arms and ammuni-
tion demonstrate serious scientific 
and production capacity of our 
defence industry. Work is actively 
underway to create robotic weap-
ons, unmanned combat systems, 
and anti-tank guided missiles.

• The army received the lat-
est anti-aircraft missile systems 

Tor-M2, radar stations Protivnik, 
Sopka, Vostok, Rosa, and the 
electronic warfare systems Gro-
za. Remember, we spent a lot of 
energy on the task to spot low-fly-
ing targets. It was difficult to de-
tect by our powerful radio-elec-
tronic means. Thus, Rosa was 
created. Today it is very much in 
demand. Look, again, these are 
the lessons of the Ukrainian con-
flict. Several strikes were carried 
out by the Ukrainian army on 
the territory of Russia. How did 
drones and helicopters get there? 
They were low flying. Well, it is 
always more difficult to notice 
them than at a high altitude. Spe-
cial radio-electronic devices are 
needed. I remember when we set 
ourselves this task and created 
Rosa. However, as foreigners 
say, it is an effective means of 
detection.

• The Armed Forces also 
received armoured personnel 
carriers Cayman and upgraded 
T-72 tanks. The air fleet is being 
upgraded too. About 30 modern 
aircraft of various types (Su-
30SM, Yak-130, Mi-8MTV5 
and others) entered service.

• As part of last year’s state 
defence order, 80 new armoured 
personnel carriers, four unmanned 
aircraft systems, more than 2,000 
anti-tank guided missiles, dozens 
of troop control and communica-
tions equipment were purchased, 
10 aircraft were overhauled.

Based on materials of sb.by 
and belta.by

S-300 missile system

Su-30SM aircraft
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“A time for redividing the world. A unipolar world order is permanently becoming a thing of the past. 
However, the collective West is fiercely fighting to preserve its positions. All means are employed, 
including in the responsibility area of our organisation. Starting with the rattling of NATO weapons 
near our western borders and ending with a full-scale hybrid war that has been launched against us, 
primarily against Russia and Belarus,” emphasised in his speech the Head of the Belarusian State.

Strength in unity
The President of Belarus took part in the Summit of Leaders of the Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation in Moscow. Aleksandr Lukashenko presented 
specific proposals at the summit to strengthen the CSTO.

Aleksandr Lukashenko called it ob-
vious that today no country poses a threat 
to the North Atlantic bloc. At the same 
time, NATO is aggressively beefing up 
its muscles and pulling recently neutral 
countries — Finland and Sweden.

The Head of State remarked that the 
USA’s military presence is being built up 
at the western flank of the Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organisation. The military 
infrastructure is being modernised fast, 
and multiple NATO exercises are being 
held: the massive exercises Defender Eu-
rope 2022 is taking place in the territory 
of 19 European countries, including near 
our borders in Poland (we’ve never seen 
such a thing before). One can guess who 
they ‘defend’ from.

“And here our military interac-
tion within the framework of the 
Union State of Belarus and Russia, 
Belarus’ membership in the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organisation 
act as stabilisers, which provide a 
certain sobering effect on hotheads 
on the other side of the border. It is 
an example that testifies that with-
out that a hot war would be in Be-
larus’ territory already. By the way, 
they tried to arrange it in 2020,” 
said the President of Belarus.

Today, according to him, there is no 
more topical and important issue than 
the conflict around Ukraine. Aleksandr 
Lukashenko stressed that Ukraine was 
incited and provoked, stuffed with na-
tionalism, Nazism, and, as the events in 
Odessa testify, pure fascism, when living 
people were just burned. As well as Rus-
sophobia and weapons.

“After the Belarus election in Au-
gust 2020, Ukraine completely came 
under the sway of the West regarding 
interaction with Belarus. Over the past 
two years, we have been constantly ex-

periencing unfriendly actions on the part 
of our southern neighbour. Ukraine had 
introduced sanctions against us ahead 
of the others, that is before the West, in-
cluding the Americans, did that. Ukraine 
was the first to do it. They closed the sky 
and the railway communication. After 
that, they began to train militants and 
send them to us. Then the weapons were 
sent across the border. This is all known. 
Ukrainian drones conducted reconnais-
sance flights in the airspace of Belarus. 
The facts testifying to a threat to our na-
tional security are undeniable,” listed the 
Belarusian leader.

That is why we had every right to use 
the support mechanism within the frame-
work of our alliance with Russia. Even 
before the start of Russia’s military op-
eration, Belarus drew attention to the un-
justified growth of the military presence 
of the West in Ukraine and in the region 
as a whole. We said and warned more 
than once that a conflict was looming.

Aleksandr Lukashenko also said that 
the most dangerous trend in Ukraine to-
day is attempts to dismember this coun-
try, “Thousand-strong units have already 
been formed in order to enter Ukraine 
and ‘protect’ it under the guise of peace-
keepers.”

The President of Belarus raised the 
question whether it is possible today to 
assert that the members of the CSTO are 
together and are still bound by bonds of 
solidarity and support, “The latest events 
indicate that it seems one cannot from 
our point of view (I may be mistaken). 
The prohibition by individual partners in 
the Collective Security Treaty Organisa-
tion of flights of aircraft of national air 
carriers of other CSTO member states to 
them comes to mind. Postulates of unity 
and solidarity do not always work amid 
the toughest, rabid sanctions-fuelled 

pressure on the part of the consolidated 
West. Regretfully, it can be concluded 
from voting in international organisa-
tions. With the tacit approval of our part-
ners Belarus and Russia are being vilified 
and excluded from international organi-
sations at whims of the West and contrary 
to all laws of international life.” 

The President agreed that the allies 
in the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
sation face tough and unprincipled pres-
sure. “But collective mutual support is 
designed for such situations. 

“We may no longer be around 
tomorrow without the tightest uni-
ty of our countries, without the 
enhancement of political, econom-
ic, and military ties. Our foes and 
opponents persistently undermine 
anchor points and allied relations. 
We partially help the West with 
that. I am convinced that if we had 
acted in lockstep right away, now 
there would be no hellish sanctions 
as they say,” said the Head of the 
Belarusian State.

Aleksandr Lukashenko spoke of the 
need to increase the efficiency of coun-
tering challenges and threats in media 
landscape, including fake news and dis-
information, “We need to think seriously 
about it and maybe follow the path of 
China in the information warfare, espe-
cially on the internet.”

The presidents of the member states 
of the Collective Security Treaty Organ-
isation signed a joint statement at the 
summit in Moscow in connection with 
the 30th anniversary of the Collective 
Security Treaty and the 20th anniversary 
of the organisation. In their statement, 
the CSTO leaders reaffirmed their deter-
mination to further develop partnership 
in different areas of military and defence 
co-operation and to increase coordinated 
actions in the international arena. The 
heads of state also signed a decision to 
award participants of the peacekeeping 
operation in Kazakhstan. 

Based on materials of sb.by 
and belta.by

On the side-lines of the CSTO summit in Moscow, 
the presidents of Belarus and Russia — Aleksandr 
Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin — held a 40-minute 
meeting, discussing three blocks of issues
The first one focused on joint work of Belarusians and Russians 
regarding import substitution.
The second issue was devoted to transhipment of Belarusian cargo 
in Russian ports and construction of a Belarusian port near  
St. Petersburg, close to the Bronka port.
The third block dealt with a range of issues of the military- 
industrial complex — in particular, joint work in the field of rocket 
science and in other areas.
The presidents agreed to hold a separate meeting in the near  
future on a whole range of topics of Belarusian-Russian  
co-operation and implementation by the two states’ governments  
of the instructions given by the heads of state.
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70 % of Belarusians consider Victory Day the most  
significant holiday for themselves in comparison with other  
commemorative dates

Director of the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus, Candidate of Sociological Sciences, Associate Professor Nikolai Myslivets 
noted that this opinion is fully shared by representatives of the older age groups, 
as well as the youngest part of the country’s citizens, “Among young people under 
25, this answer is chosen by approximately 60 percent of respondents while among 
representatives of the age group of 65 years and older — more than 75 percent. At 
the same time, in relation to the younger age group, an increase in the proportion of 
respondents adhering to the above-mentioned position is observed.” 

Nikolai Myslivets believes that the presented data convincingly confirm that the 
modern generation of Belarusians remembers and understands the significance of the 
Great Victory won in the fight against fascism 77 years ago, “At the same time, we 
not only remember, but also do everything possible so that this memory does not fade 
away with the passing of its last heroes and witnesses.”

98 % of the Belarusian population consider family to be 
the most important part of their lives

“Sociological surveys show that 98 percent of the population of Belarus con-
sider family to be the most important part of their lives. More than 80 percent of 
Belarusians live in families,” explained the representative of the Ministry of Labour 
and Social Protection Svetlana Belash on the air of the First National Channel of 
the Belarusian Radio. 

She stressed that the policy pursued by the state in relation to families with 
children is very targeted and large-scale: diverse support is rendered — material, 
social, guarantees and benefits are provided in various spheres of life.

According to the results of the population census, there are 1 million 143 thou-
sand families in the country in which minor children are brought up. Over the 
past decades, the number of two-child families in the country has increased by 13 
percent. The number of couples with three or more children has also increased.  90.9 % of Belarusians proud to be citizens of their country

Director of the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus, Candidate of Sociological Sciences and Associate Professor Nikolai Mys-
livets told the sb.by portal about this fact. 86.6 percent of respondents noted that 
they consider themselves patriots of Belarus. 

This is testified by the results of a telephone survey conducted by the Sociology Insti-
tute of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus in March-April 2022. One thousand 
and one respondents from all regions of our country took part in the survey. 48.6 percent 
of respondents believe that the Great Patriotic War monuments belong to Belarus’ main na-
tional symbols; 47.5 percent of those polled say that these are state symbols; 39.5 percent 
consider sites of historical and cultural heritage to be the main symbols of our country; 38.6 
percent say that these are Belarusian language and literature; and 36.4 percent view folk 
symbols — such as the stork, the bison, and the cornflower — as Belarus’ main symbols.

According to Nikolai Myslivets, such a distribution of opinions should be considered 
as one of the most important results of large-scale work to preserve historical memory 
and traditional values in society, to form a sense of responsibility among citizens of the 
country for its past, present and future.

100th anniversary of the pioneer movement is celebrated 
in Belarus 

May 19th, 1922 carved in the history of our country forever. On this day, the 
Vladimir Lenin All-Union Pioneer Organisation was formed. Exactly 100 years 
have passed since that joyful event, followed by a series of creation of pioneer 
detachments throughout the country. The ‘Be prepared!’ motto and the ‘Always 
prepared!’ response to it have accompanied young pioneers in their aspirations, 
ideas and deeds for many decades since then.

A hundred years have passed, but the pioneer spirit has not faded away. The 
Belarusian National Pioneer Organisation unites children and youth with an active 
life position, who are ready to contribute to the personal development of young 
citizens with their initiative and actions. Each region celebrates its centenary in a 
very bright and interesting way. For example, the ‘Pioneers — 100 years: relay 
race of generations’ city children’s festival was held in the Minsk State Palace of 
Children and Youth, which brought together more than 800 winners and prize-win-
ners of city republican competitions, veterans of the pioneer movement, activists 
of the Timurov movement and adult leaders. It should be noted that all of them are 
Little Octobrist and pioneers.30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic  

relations between Belarus and Mongolia resulted in the Alley  
of Friendship planted in the National Park of Ulaanbaatar 

This was reported at the Embassy of Belarus. The solemn ceremony of laying the 
alley was attended by the Minister of Road and Transport Development of Mongolia, 
co-chairman of the joint Belarusian-Mongolian commission on trade and economic 
co-operation Luvsangiin Khaltar, chairman of the Mongolian-Belarusian parliamenta-
ry group under the Great State Khural of Mongolia Byambasurengiin Enkh-Amgalan, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Belarus to Mongolia 
Dzmitry Harelik and employees of the Belarusian diplomatic mission, representatives 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Light 
Industry of Mongolia, as well as the city administration of Ulaanbaatar.

Sixty trees and shrubs were planted. It is planned to begin work on installing a 
wooden gazebo with Belarusian ornaments and laying paving slabs in June.

319 people, including 290 Ukrainians, were granted 
Belarusian citizenship after Aleksandr Lukashenko signed the 
relevant decree 

According to the Belarusian leader’s press service, the Head of State signed 
decree No.171 on May 12th to grant citizenship of the Republic of Belarus to a 
number of people. The Belarusian citizenship has been granted to 319 people, 
including 290 Ukrainians. Those are mostly people, who came to Belarus from 
Ukraine’s Donetsk Region and Lugansk Region.

The Head of State had previously granted Belarusian citizenship to 1,784 
Ukrainians since August 2021, including 390 kids. Citizenship and migration 
offices of the Belarusian Internal Affairs Ministry fast-tracked Belarusian citi-
zenship to 1,750 citizens of Ukraine in the same period.

A total of 3,534 Ukrainians have been granted Belarusian citizenship af-
ter the Big Conversation with the President on August 9th, 2021, during which  
Aleksandr Lukashenko met with representatives of the general public, mass me-
dia, and the expert community. Moreover, in this period Belarusian citizenship 
was granted to 709 foreigners, who had come to Belarus from other countries. 
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By Ilya Kryzhevich

To find opportunities for 
restoring good-neighbourly 
ties in difficult times, as well 
as to find points of economic 
interaction for the future — 
Lithuanian bloggers came to 
Belarus with such a message. 
The guests celebrated May 
9th, attended a festive con-
cert, many memorials, and 
later visited the flagships of 
the Belarusian industry and 
the Belarusian nuclear power 
plant (BelNPP). In a conversa-
tion with journalists, bloggers 
agreed that Belarusians and 
Lithuanians have a common 
spiritual connection that will 
allow them to overcome all 
difficulties despite today’s 
political situation. However, 
we are still important to each 
other in economic terms, so 
we will inevitably work to-
gether again. Moreover, we 
need to start doing it now. This 
is crucial not just for Belarus, 
but also for the well-being of 
Lithuania itself.

Good impression in advance
For Lithuanian bloggers, May 9th has 

a special meaning — they honour the feat 
of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War and 
tell the younger generation about it on their 
platforms. In a conversation with journal-
ists, the guests noted more than once that 
it was a great pleasure for them to celebrate 
such an essential holiday in Belarus, in a 
country that was the first to fight the enemy 
face to face in an unequal battle. Lithuanian 
blogger Arturas Lukjancukas emphasised 
that President Aleksandr Lukashenko said 
very wise words during his speech on Vic-
tory Square, his speech must be translated 
into all languages in order to be heard.

The next day after the festive events, 
bloggers went to large Belarusian enter-
prises. One of them was the BELAZ in 
Zhodino.

“It’s just an industrial miracle. The 
plant impresses me a lot. What is especial-
ly interesting about this project is that it was 
made possible thanks to the support of the 
state. For us, this is an additional motiva-
tion. It is hard to imagine that such a thing 
can happen in Lithuania today. This is a 
fascinating visit, because we can see what 
our country should strive for in the future,” 
shared Kazimieras Juraitis. 

The guests were told about the history 
of the development of the enterprise, got 
acquainted with the range of manufactured 
equipment, they climbed a 450-tonne co-
lossus. Such an excursion could not leave 
anyone indifferent. 

When emotions abated a little, Kazimi-
eras Juraitis expressed his opinion, “An al-
liance with Belarus is important for Lithu-
ania, and if the current state of affairs does 
not change, then Lithuania will have a very 
difficult time. Lithuania lost its independ-
ence after joining NATO and the European 

Union. Nevertheless, we could go with a 
different model. We should reconsider our 
relations with the EU and NATO. We vol-
untarily abandoned our Constitution and 
literally do not have our own laws...”

In turn, during his visit to BELAZ, 
blogger Zilvinas Uzkuraitis, noted that 
he had the impression that the EU had 
imposed sanctions not against Belarus, 
but against Lithuania, “It turns out that 
everything is becoming more expensive, 
ordinary people feel it. I would like to hope 
that our countries would find solutions for 
co-operation. Gritting their teeth, but our 
side would be forced to do so. For example, 
Lithuanian ports are actually empty today. 
The fact that your country was fenced off 
from them is not normal. However, I think 
everything will be fine. We need to wait out 
the time.”

The bloggers also visited the Great 
Stone Industrial Park.

At the heart of the atom
The guests also visited BelNPP. Here 

they were acquainted with Belarusian Dep-
uty Energy Minister Mikhail Mikhadyuk. 
In his welcoming speech, he drew attention 
to the fact that the Belarusian nuclear pow-
er plant is a very important and significant 

project for our country, 
“Life has demonstrat-
ed that the decision in 
favour of building the 
nuclear power plant was 
the right one. For us, this 
is an increase in energy 
security, a reduction in 
the purchase of natural 
gas, which increases the 
competitiveness of our 
economy. Apart from 
that, the economy of the 

region and the country as a whole develops 
thanks to the construction of the Belarusian 
nuclear power plant.” 

Then he gave a tour for bloggers and 
talked about when, according to the plan, 
the second power unit of BelNPP will be 
put into operation, “We foresee that this 
year the unit will be put into operation. Af-
ter the commissioning of two power units, 
BelNPP will generate about 18 billion kWh 
per year into the country’s energy system.”

Mikhail Mikhadyuk also noted that it is 
cheaper to generate electricity by using nu-
clear power plants than by burning organic 
fuel, “The Belarusian nuclear power plant 
will allow substituting 4.5 billion cubic me-
tres of natural gas per annum.”

‘An alliance with Belarus 
is important for Lithuania’

‘We have felt the sanctions imposed against Belarus’
This opinion was expressed by the Lithuanian blogger Arturas Lukjan-
cukas during his visit to the BELAZ enterprise in Zhodino, “We have 
felt the sanctions imposed against Belarus. Even salt and soda began 
to disappear from our shelves — such basic things that you would not 
think that they might ever disappear. However, that is not the point. 
The sanity of our leaders is questionable. Sanctions are bad for the 
whole world.”
Speaking about the problems that the sanctions brought, the blogger 
focused on the example of a large Lithuanian agricultural enterprise, 
“60 percent of the production of this enterprise was exported to Rus-
sia. When sanctions were announced, the company faced financial 
difficulties. They had to sell it to Russia. Therefore, this country is still 
in favour. If we continue not to allow railway communication through 
Belarus to Lithuania, then we will not get better from this. In my opin-
ion, this is stupidity. It is time to understand that we are losing from 
sanctions. We need to rebuild the Lithuanian economy.”
In addition, in a conversation with journalists, he noted that he was 
particularly impressed by the visit to the BELAZ, “You have more than 
9,000 employees working here. The whole city is built around the 
plant. I am from a small town in Lithuania, where there were 22 dif-
ferent factories in Soviet times. Now there is only one left. The more 
I am in Belarus, the less I understand our leaders — for me, they look 
strange. Everything here is developing or being built. We also have 
beautiful cities, but it’s hard to find a job there.”

Lithuanian bloggers celebrated Victory Day in Belarus 
and got acquainted with the work of the largest enterprises
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During a visit to the Belarusian nuclear power plant A group of Lithuanian bloggers visited BELAZ

When visiting 
Ozeritski-Agro  
in the Smolevichi 
District

In the Belarusian State Museum of the History of the Great Patriotic War
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President Xi Jinping introduced the Global Security Initiative,  

delivering the keynote speech at the opening ceremony  
of the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2022 

Global Security Initiative

This is another international public product pro-
vided by China to the world after the joint construction 
of the Belt and Road Initiative and the Global Devel-
opment Initiative. Instability and uncertainty in inter-
national security have increased significantly, and the 
world has become more restless and anxious. Before 
the fog of the COVID-19 pandemic had cleared away, 
the Ukrainian crisis flared up again. The threats of uni-
lateralism, hegemonism and brute power politics are 
on the rise. There are dangers of geopolitical conflicts, 
invisible to the eye, caused by bloc politics and the 
Cold War mentality. Non-traditional security threats 
such as terrorism, climate change, cybersecurity, ref-
ugee crisis, food security continue to spread. 

The global economy is still weakly recovering, in-
flationary pressures are constantly rising, one after an-
other, crises are gaining momentum in finance, trade, 
energy and supply chains. Some countries have un-
reasonably imposed unilateral sanctions, insist on the 
construction of ‘small courtyards with high fences’, 
suppress and hold back the economic and technologi-
cal development of other countries, which has further 
worsened the well-being of the people of all countries 
of the world, especially developing ones.

The world is in dire need of achieving a 
lasting peace for the sake of everyone’s secu-
rity amid a complex international situation. 

Concerned about the future of humanity, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping launched the Global Security Initia-
tive, emphasising that ‘security is a prerequisite for 
development, and humanity is an indivisible security 
community.’

Complex approach
The essence of the Global Security Initiative is based 

on six postulates. It not only aims to address the practical 
issues of human security, but is also a long-term course 
towards world peace and will undoubtedly serve as an 
important conceptual guide for advancing the reform of 
the global security governance system, addressing the 
security issues of all humanity and promoting the forma-
tion of the Community of Common Destiny.

First, it is necessary to adhere to the con-
cept of common, comprehensive, joint and 
sustainable security, to work together in or-
der to ensure peace and security in the world.

Second, it is necessary to follow the prin-
ciples of respect for the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all countries, non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other states, 
respect for the path of development and social 
system independently chosen by each people. 

The principle of sovereignty is the cornerstone of the 
norms of modern international relations. All countries 
— big or small, strong or weak, rich or poor — are equal 
members of the international community. Interference 
in the internal affairs of other states must not be allowed, 
their sovereignty and dignity must be respected, as well 
as their right to independently choose a social system 
and development path must be protected.

History has repeatedly warned us that considering 
ourselves above all and using our strength to mock the 
weak is the cause of unrest, and the law of the jungle and 
the logic of brute power is the source of military unrest. 
In today’s rapidly changing world, we must resist the 
hegemonic encroachment on sovereignty, uphold sov-
ereign independence and equality, promote equality of 
rights, opportunities and rules for all countries.

Third, it is necessary to strictly observe 
the goals and principles of the UN Charter, 
abandon the Cold War mentality and unilat-
eralism, and prevent bloc or confrontational 
thinking. 

The goals and principles of the UN Charter carry 
deep rethinking of the peoples of the world about the 
painful historical lessons of the two world wars. They 
form the institutional plan of humanity to achieve col-
lective security and lasting peace. President Xi Jin-
ping noted that various confrontations and injustices 
in the modern world do not occur because the goals 
and principles of the UN Charter are outdated, but pre-
cisely because they are not implemented effectively. 
Faced with changes and a pandemic unprecedented in 
a century, we need to implement true multilateralism, 

resolutely reject unilateralism and all forms of pseu-
do-multilateralism, and firmly uphold the basic norms 
of international relations based on the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter. We also need to coun-
teract all ‘local’ foundations that are not recognised by 
the UN and contrary to the spirit of the UN Charter.

Fourth, it is necessary to pay due atten-
tion to the rational concerns of each country 
on security guarantees, adhere to the princi-
ple of indivisible security in the interests of 
building a balanced, effective and sustainable 
security system, and prevent attempts to en-
sure one’s own security at the expense of the 
security of others.

Humanity is an indivisible security community. 
The security of one country cannot be achieved by in-
fringing on the security of other countries, and region-
al security cannot be ensured by strengthening or even 
expanding military blocs. The security interests of all 
countries are equal and interdependent. The just and 
rational security concerns of any country should be 
taken seriously and properly addressed. They should 
not be ignored and systematically violated over a long 
period of time.

The long-term way to overcome the challenges of 
global security is to respect the principle of indivis-
ible security, to give importance to rational security 
concerns for each other, and to establish a balanced, 
efficient and sustainable security system to achieve 
universal and common security.

Fifth, it is necessary to resolve interstate 
differences and disputes only peacefully 
through dialogue and negotiations, welcome 
all efforts to peacefully resolve crises, oppose 
the use of double standards, the abuse of uni-
lateral sanctions and the ‘long-arm statute’.

International practice has fully demonstrated that 
neither war nor sanctions can become the main way to 
resolve disputes, but only dialogue and negotiations 
are the most effective ways to resolve differences.

The international community must clearly sup-
port all efforts that contribute to the peaceful resolu-
tion of crises, counteract any forces that stir up dis-
cord and destroy peace negotiations. All interested 
parties must work together to de-escalate conflicts, 
maintain stability and promote reconciliation.

Sixth, it is necessary to take a compre-
hensive approach to issues of traditional and 
non-traditional security, to join forces in coun-
tering regional conflicts and global problems 
such as terrorism, climate change, cybersecu-
rity and biological security. 

China is the originator of the Global Security In-
itiative and is an activist in maintaining peace and 
tranquillity throughout the world. Since the outbreak 
of the Ukrainian crisis, China has firmly stood for 
international law and universally recognised basic 
norms of international relations, adheres to the pur-
poses and principles of the UN Charter. The People’s 
Republic of China advocates the concept of common, 

comprehensive, joint and sustainable security, calls 
on all parties to face the contradictions that have ac-
cumulated over the years and find ways to resolve 
concerns to help build a balanced, efficient and sus-
tainable security system in Europe. China also offers 
a constructive blueprint for resolving the crisis and 
building lasting peace in Europe and the Eurasian 
continent. 

For a long time, China has been actively partic-
ipating in UN peacekeeping operations, as well as 
in the process of international arms control, disar-
mament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons, 
firmly adhering to a defensive nuclear strategy, and 
concentrating efforts to promote a political settle-
ment of such acute concerns as the nuclear issues of 
the DPRK and Iran. China is committed to the de-
velopment of international anti-epidemic co-opera-
tion, actively takes a leadership position in the global 
climate management process, and puts forward the 
Global Data Security Initiative, making important 
contributions to the fight against non-traditional se-
curity threats.

China is ready to make joint efforts with all 
peace-loving and development-oriented countries 
and peoples of the world, including Belarus, to im-
plement the Global Security Initiative introduced by 
President Xi Jinping, pave a broad path to lasting 
peace and global security, and unite powerful efforts 
to create a Community of Common Destiny, to pass 
on the bonfire and flame of peace from generation to 
generation, and to make the world even more peace-
ful, safe and prosperous. 

Xie Xiaoyong, Ambassador Extraordinary  
and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic  
of China to Belarus
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Loud and proud

The Festival of National Cultures, which takes place every two years in Grodno, is always something more than 
just folk event. After all, its main goal is to remind that multiculturalism is an integral part of the history of our 
country. For many centuries, Russians, Ukrainians and Poles lived next to Belarusians, there were also Jewish and 
Tatar communities, Turkish coffee shops worked on our land many years ago... Consolidation not in words, but in 
deeds is the most important vector of our cultural policy. Hospitable city of Grodno invites you in order to see one 
of the most sophisticated and favourite Belarusian summer open-airs with songs and dances on June 3rd and 4th.

According 
to Republican 

Centre of Nation-
al Cultures, there 

are over 220 public 
associations outside 

of Belarus, founded by 
natives of Belarus and 

aimed at maintaining and 
preserving Belarusian cul-
ture. There are 207 national 

public organisations and their 
branches in our country.

By Yuliana Leonovich

Director of the Republican Centre of Nation-
al Cultures Olga Antonenko recalls that 
representatives of 154 nationalities 
live in Belarus. Moreover, they 
are not just our closest neigh-
bours. Each nation has its 
own exclusive customs 
and traditions. It is ex-
tremely important for 
its representatives to 
preserve, support 
and protect them. 
However, more 
importantly, to 
sh a r e  t he se 
p e c u l i a r i -
ties with as 
many peo-
ple as pos-
sible.

“Art 
a nd  t r a d i -
tions are dif-
ferent in each 
country, even 
in each region. 
Never theless, it 
is important for us 
that people for whom 
Belarus has become a 
second home do not forget 
about their roots. Therefore, 
such cultural initiatives as the 
Festival of National Cultures are also 
supported at the state level,” Olga Antonenko 
noted. 

However, culture is not only about dances and songs, as it often seems. The 
main thing is memory. Most of the festival participants admit that, despite the years 
spent in Belarus, they try to adapt and preserve the way of life of their ancestors. 
Guests of the festival will learn how they do it in modern realities in national 
courtyards. By the way, this time the Tatar-Bashkir diaspora is preparing one of 
the main surprises for the audience.

“Previously, only Kazakhs could demonstrate their yurt to guests. And now the 
Tatar-Bashkirs will also bring the traditional yurt. The department of the Embassy 
of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation 
help in its acquisition. In addition, representatives of the Tatar-Bashkir diaspora 
will organise the most authentic Sabantuy in their courtyard — a folk festival of 
Tatars and Bashkirs, associated with the end of spring field work. I am sure it will 
be delicious and hospitable. You just have to see it,” Olga Antonenko urges to come.

Let us remember that the Republican Festival of National Cultures is held in 
two stages. Guests of the opening gala concert are hosted by Minsk. Last year, the 
holiday became part of the festivities dedicated to the Minsk City Day. Next came 
qualifying rounds in the regions where people with different ethnic backgrounds 
living there showed how they keep the memory of their language and traditions.

“Thus, we selected 800 participants from all regions, including Minsk. 
There are 31 nationalities! Thirty-second on the list of participants 

was the Shmatgalosse [a polyphony in Belarusian]music band 
from Borisov, which includes representatives of sever-

al national cultures at once. However, which is 
more pleasant, a representative of the 

Mongolian people will join our 
holiday for the first time,” con-

tinues Olga Antonenko.
Beauty Festival is an-

other novelty, which 
will become part of 

a large celebration 
of cultures. This is 
not a competition, 
there will be no 
first, second and 
t h i rd  p l a c e s . 
Never theless, 
a l o n g  w i t h 
the chance to 
d e mon s t r a t e 
their talents, 

e a c h  o f  t h e 
participants will 

receive a nice bo-
nus — the title of the 

‘most-most’ — friend-
ly, photogenic, etc... 

The organisers will 
also focus on the theme of 

historical memory, “A round 
table and the f lower-laying cer-

emony on the Mound of Glory me-
morial complex with the chairmen of 

national cultural and educational public 
associations and representatives of Belaru-

sians abroad are planned on this occasion. The de-
sire to invite foreign Belarusians to the festival was expressed at the first meeting 
of the organising committee by the chairman, Deputy Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Belarus Igor Petrishenko. For instance, the Partizan FM folk band will 
come to us from Moscow, its leader Vladimir Abramchuk was on an internship 
in our country before. He is Belarusian, but has been living in Russia for a long 
time and popularising our culture there. His group performs Belarusian, Russian, 
Cossack folk songs. I am sure guests will appreciate it. The Krynica Belarusian 
song ensemble from the Latvian city of Ludza, where almost 330 Belarusians 
live, is also planned to participate in the festival.”

So what about the holidays of national cultures, so beloved by Minskers, 
on the territory of the Upper Town? Olga Antonenko is quite confident that 
they will definitely take place, “I know that both the audience and the artists 
themselves missed these holidays very much. Armenians, Azerbaijanis, Rus-
sians — everyone is ready to participate, we have already talked about this. 
Therefore, the holidays are definitely back. Moreover, the epidemiological situ-
ation is slowly recovering. Another thing is that we have not yet decided on the 
dates, as we are busy preparing for the festival. Keep calm, and we will tell you 
everything soon.”
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Finland’s and Sweden’s NATO 
membership will undoubtedly draw 
a bigger and bolder line dividing 
Europe, and more than double the 
amount of NATO territory bordering 
Russia.

“Finland’s accession to NATO will 
cause serious damage to bilateral Rus-
sian-Finnish relations,” the Russian 
Foreign Ministry wrote in a statement. 
The warning came in response to Fin-
land’s leaders officially endorsing the 
idea of their country joining NATO.

“Russia will be forced to take re-
taliatory steps, both of a military-tech-
nical and other nature, in order to stop 
the threats to its national security that 
arise in this regard,” the Russian For-
eign Ministry said.

The Kremlin has not clarified 
what specific measures it is consider-

ing, though officials have previously 
suggested Moscow would bolster its 
presence in the Baltic Sea — includ-
ing with nuclear warheads.

Finland — which shares a 1,340km 
border with Russia — has long resist-
ed entering NATO and maintained its 
militarily non-aligned position since 
the end of WWII. 

“Finland’s accession to NATO cer-
tainly threatens Russia’s security and 
will entail Russia elaborating meas-
ures to ensure its security,” Kremlin 
Press Secretary Dmitry Peskov said at 
a press conference.

It was also reported that the Deputy 
Chairman of Russia’s Security Coun-
cil Dmitry Medvedev said increasing 
numbers of weapons sold to Ukraine 
from the West raise the chance of ‘ful-
ly fledged nuclear war’.

In her opinion, Russia’s special military 
operation in Ukraine is a strategic opportu-
nity for Washington. “We have the opportu-
nity to offramp countries from Russian de-
fence materiel,” she explained. The priority 
for Washington is to replace Russian mod-
els of combat aviation, air defence systems, 
armoured vehicles and artillery with Amer-
ican ones. “This period is a unique opportu-
nity whereby both our arms sales processes 
and our relationships can supplant those of 
our adversaries,” she concluded.

On May 5th, MEP Clare Daly point-
ed out that the biggest beneficiary of the 
crisis in Ukraine is the United States and 
its military-industrial companies, while 
Europe has to cope with the influx of ref-
ugees and the consequences of economic 

sanctions against Russia. “It is Washing-
ton’s interest in escalating the conflict in 
order to weaken Russia that is the main 
reason why the conflict has not yet been 
resolved,” the politician said.

According to the results of 2017-
2021, Russia and the United States re-
main the world’s main arms exporters in 
the world. This is stated in the report of the 
Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI). During the above-men-
tioned period, the Russian Federation 
accounted for 19 percent of all sales. At 
the same time, the volume of arms sales 
to Russia decreased by 26 percent com-
pared to the previous five years. At the 
same time, the US share increased by 14 
percent to reach 39 percent of the total.

Materials prepared with aid of information agencies

The United States is trying to take advantage of the situation around 
Ukraine in order to push Russia out of its positions in the global arms 
and military equipment market — as stated by US Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political and Military Affairs Jessica Lewis, TASS reports

NATO moves north
Finland and Sweden on verge of applying to join  
the 30-nation NATO alliance

Despite the Latvian Parliament 
banning rallies celebrating the Soviet 
victory on May 9th, 1945, numerous 
people still came to the monument to 
Soviet soldiers who liberated Riga from 
Nazis on May 9th, laying thousands of 
flowers at its foot. But the next morn-
ing, the flowers were disposed-of using 
a bulldozer, which shocked and angered 
many in Latvia. So, the people returned 
to the memorial with even more flowers 
on May 10th, eventually prompting the 
authorities to erect a fence around it.

“The changed geopolitical condi-
tions <...> mean that Latvia can’t and 
won’t be bound to preserve <...> mon-
uments to the Soviet occupation,” said 
Rihards Kols, Chairman of the Foreign 

Affairs Committee of the Saeima. Earli-
er, Kols also noted that the adoption of 
this bill would eliminate ‘all legal ob-
stacles to the stopping the protection of 
[Soviet] memorials, <...> and this will 
pave the way for their dismantling or 
relocation’.

Meanwhile, member of the opposi-
tion Harmony party Igors Pimenovs said 
that the monument has nothing to do with 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, it repre-
sents only the victory of the Soviet Red 
Army over Nazi Germany in WWII.

“The Red Army freed Latvia from 
Hitler. <...> The day of victory is only 
the day of victory over the Hitlerians,” 
Pimenovs said, stressing that it is ‘not 
a Russian monument’ because people 

of different nationalities, including 
Ukrainians and Latvians, served in the 
Red Army.

At the same time, member of the 
Latvian Saeima Aleksandrs Kiršteins 
proposed organising a ‘concentration 
camp’ for people who came with flow-
ers to the monument to the Liberators in 
Riga on May 9th and 10th, RuBaltic re-
ports. “Everyone with flowers had to be 
let in, and then the exit had to be closed. 
After that, security towers and toilets 
had to be installed, porridge had to be 
brought in. Only those who had been 
bought a one-way ticket by the Russian 
embassy — to Moscow! — had to be set 
free!” the people’s deputy wrote in his 
Twitter account.

The Latvian Saeima 
supported amendments 
to the law removing legal 
barriers to the demolition 
of the Soviet memorial  
in Uzvaras Park

Capital con-
trols imposed 
by Russia 
have turned 
the Russian 
Rouble into 
the world’s best 
performing currency this year, 
according to Bloomberg

It’s now up more than 11 percent 
against the US Dollar since the start 
of the year, surpassing the real’s 9 per-
cent advance to become the top gainer 
among 31 major currencies tracked by 
Bloomberg. The offshore rate is up even 
more, about 12 percent.

The Russian Rouble’s gains result 
from a series of measures taken by the 
government to defend the currency in 
the aftermath of Western sanctions. On 
top of imposing capital controls, Russia 
has forced exporters to sell foreign-ex-
change and is demanding its natural gas 
be paid for in Russian Roubles.

Ten more European gas buyers have 
opened accounts in Russian Gazprom-
bank, doubling the total number of  
clients preparing to pay in Russian Rou-
bles for gas, Bloomberg reported citing 
a source.

“A total of twenty European compa-
nies have opened accounts, with another 
14 clients asking for the paperwork need-
ed to set them up, the person said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity to discuss 
confidential matters. He declined to iden-
tify the companies,” the agency said.

Year’s best 
performing 
currency

Latvia 
decides 
to legally 
allow 
Soviet 
monument 
demolition

‘Strategic opportunity’
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By Yuliana Leonovich 

He always stood out from 
the rest. Valery Slauk is an artist 
who is equally appreciated by 
art historians, museum workers, 
journalists, and students. He is 
also considered to be our Bela
rusian Durer — one of the most 
famous domestic graphic artists, 
the creator and keeper of his own 
worlds, inhabited by hundreds of 
fantastic characters. More than 
one generation has grown up on 
Slauk’s book illustrations. 

Two exhibi t ions  were 
opened in Minsk at once by the 
anniversary of the artist. The 
first one was held at the Aca
demia Exhibition Hall, where 
several dozen illustrations made 
by Valery Slauk from 2013 to 
2022 were presented. The sec
ond operates in the National 
Library, where the audience is 
waiting for familiar and beloved 
masterpieces that cannot be con
fused with any other works.

Fairy tales for children 
and adults

Slauk has never been en
gaged in his own promotion, 
although his work is known 
and loved even by those who 
are very consumerist towards 
art. These are the bizarre book 
Incredible Adventures of Ar-
buzik and Bebeshka by Eduard 
Skobelev, which has been re
printed many times, Ivanhoe by 
Walter Scott, Amphibian Man 
by Alexander Belyaev, the Be
larusian folk tale Pilipka — our 
little son — the unique style of 
the artist is quite easily recog
nisable in each of these works.

Belarusian (or, more broad
ly, Slavic) mythology occupies 
a special place in Valery Slauk’s 
book illustrations. He is extre
mely attentive to the literary 
source and translates words into 
a picture with almost cinematic 
accuracy. 

Yeunik and Shatan, Val-
asey and Zlydzen, Azarnitsa 
and Vodyanitsa — Slauk 
surpasses any other illus-
trator in the stories about 
these magical characters. 

In 2008, a Charouny sviet 

[Magic World in Belarusian] 
collection of Belarusian folk
lore was published in the Petrus 
Brovka Belarusian Encyclope
dia Publishing House. The eth
nographer Vladimir Vasilevich 
collected and Valery Slauk drew 
the most popular fabulous and 
mythological creatures that have 

been preserved in the spiritual 
culture of Belarusians and have 
come down to our days. The 
book soon became internation
ally recognised, and Valery Pet
rovich was proclaimed the best 
illustrator of  the year in Belaru s. 

The last two series of works, 
by the way, are also connected 
with mythology. Valery Slauk 
made a graphic series for an ex
cellent Belarusianlanguage nov
elty in 2020 — Viadzmar, jaki 
rabiusia vaukom [Witcher who 
turned into a wolf in Belarusian] 
collection of fairy tales and leg
ends. And the other day he sent 

illustrations for an extraordinary 
edition of Belarusian folk tales to 
St. Petersburg, where they would 
be published by the Vita Nova 
publishing house. It is extremely 
expensive, aesthetic and ambi
tious idea. Actually, this idea re
flects the sequence of the Slauk’s 
creative work.

“Sometimes people ask: 
‘How do you come up with these 
characters?’ I do not know. I nev
er thought about it. My head is ar
ranged in such a way that at first I 
have some kind of image. Then I 
sit down and put it in order with a 
pencil. I don’t need to overthink, 
when the text is good. Although... 
I remember that in the Charouny 
svet collection there were six 
types of only one mermaid! 
And these are not just drowned 
women, like in Gogol’s works. 
There are forest ones, with snake 
tails (Vuzhalka), and with flip
per legs (Azarnitsa)... There are 
even those that are overgrown 
with white fur for the winter! It is 
called Hajouka. It amuses me that 
this seems to come from peasant 
tales: they say, why is she walk
ing naked in winter, let her wear 
a fur coat,” says the artist.  

As a child, Valery Petro
vich recalls, he was inspired 
by Grimms’ Fairy Tales — 
a large tome with illustrations 
by Gustave Doré. He also loved 
Gogol — Viy and Evenings on 
a Farm Near Dikanka, “I used 
to read a lot, and it was scary to 
stay at home alone. However, 
apparently, it develops the im
agination. You will not become 
an artist without taking the text 
to your heart.”

Details make a big  
difference

In the 1980s, Valery Slauk, 
who by that time had become a 
wellknown artist himself, was 
greatly influenced by the illus
trations of the Slovak graphic 
artist Albin Brunovsky, “These 
are absolutely incredible works. 
Moreover, I saw them live. My 
friend Kolya Seleshchuk [a 
wellknown painter, graphic 
artist] bought the first car, and 

we went on a trip to the 
Baltics. We just acciden
tally got to the exhibition 
of Brunovsky, who made 
fantastic lithographs and 
etchings. He was the first 
in modern European art 
to reach such a level, 
which, it seems to me, 
is simply impossible to 
repeat. You look at this 
small exlibris (slight
ly larger than a match
box!), and there is the 
Tower of Babel, and 
there are 40 people 
on it... And all are 
carefully drawn. 
A li t t le more, 
and it would 
have been 
b e y o n d 
percep
tion.” 

The style of Slauk him-
self is also distinguished by 
almost jeweller craftsman-
ship. He began to hone his 
talent and seek perfection 
early — and never turned 
off this path.

“For several years I received 
a scholarship from the Union of 

Artists of the USSR and went 
to the Rest and Creativity Cen
tre in Senezh. The socalled 
severe style was in fashion in 
those days — without unneces
sary details, but expressively, in 
order to achieve the greatest im
pression with the least means. I 
arrived there and, as always, be
gan to ‘knit’ something, as it was 
called then. The director could 
not stand it and said: ‘Well, why 
are you knitting this lace? You 
need to work like a man! Here’s 
a plot for you: women build 
BAM (Baikal–Amur Mainline), 
they carry rails. Paint them!’ But 
I don’t know how to do this, I 
like the details most of all. I am 

convinced: you have to draw 
for your pleasure,” explains the 
artist.

The works of Valery 
Slauk in book and easel 
graphic have been repeat-
edly recognised as the best 
examples of modern graph-
ic art. 

For many years Valery Pet
rovich has been teaching at the 
graphics department of the Be
larusian State Academy of Arts. 
He does not look down on the 
youth — on the contrary, he sees 
in them those who will fill the 
artistic space after the retirement 
of the masters, “Nice guys! The 
only pity is that the guys are few. 
There are very talented girls, but 
not all of them decide to devote 
their career to graphics. I’m inter
ested in young people. Recently 
they made stickers for Viber with 
my works. They asked me — 
‘Do you mind?’. On the contra
ry, I say, it’s interesting. I don’t 
mind, let them use it.”

Two major exhibitions of book illustrations by Valery Slauk  
opened in Minsk, which became beautiful elements  
in the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the artist

Creation of a myth
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Belarus knows the scope 
of the performing arts. The 
ancient Batleika and serf 
troupes have now been 
replaced by professional 
theatre groups. They got to 
keep the public happy both 
in Minsk and in the regions.

Theatres of Belarus

By Sofia Arsenyeva

Ride Pegasus over 
the Neman River

The Grodno Regional Drama Theatre 
is not just a temple of muses, but a mod-
ern symbol of the city. The Art Nouveau 
building has been repeatedly recognised 
as one of the most distinguished in the 
USSR. That’s for sure! A sculpture of a 
winged Pegasus hovers near the intricate 
structure of brick and precast concrete, and 
the observation platform behind the theatre 
offer beautiful views of the Neman River. 
However, it is even more interesting inside 
the theatre. The system of consoles and the 
location of the lamps create a special atmos-
phere, the interior is made according to the 
‘theatre within the theatre’ system. Viewers 
can see the busts of Molière, Shakespeare 
and Pushkin in the lobby.

This is the 75th anniversary season 
for the Grodno troupe. The repertoire 
includes Russian classics (Marriage 
by Gogol, A Profitable Position by Os-
trovsky) and foreign comedies (Per-
fect Wedding by Robin Houdon, Boe-
ing-Boeing by Marc Camoletti).

Admire the Paulinka  
at Yanka Kupala National  
Academic Theatre

Yanka Kupala National Academic 
Theatre will hold its 102nd season in the 
heart of the Belarusian capital this year. 
However, not many people know that the 
airy, richly decorated building was built 
even earlier — in 1890 under the patron-
age of Prince Nikolai Trubetskoy. He then 
served as the Minsk governor and was an 
avid theatregoer.

During the Great Patriotic War, it was 
in Yanka Kupala National Academic The-
atre that they tried to liquidate the Gauleit-
er of Belarus Wilhelm Kube. It didn’t 
work out, and the building was severely 
damaged — it was returned to its original 
appearance only in the 21st century.

This theatre is the embodiment of 
the idea of a reverent attitude to the past. 
Paulinka is the hallmark of the legend-
ary stage based on the eponymous play 
by Yanka Kupala. The sparkling comedy 
has opened every season for almost eighty 
years. In the hard 
times of 1944, 

it was staged in evacuation in Tomsk. The 
Siberian audience was delighted, even 
though the play was in Belarusian.

Sit in the imperial box in Mogilev
‘The absence of a theatre in Mogilev, 

an essential accessory of any provincial 
city, is keenly felt by all citizens’ — this 
was how the mayor’s address to the 
people began in 1886. He called for do-
nations to construct the building. Land-
lords and usurers, employees and stu-
dents, even the poor carried their money 
to the future temple of Melpomene.

It wasn’t in vain. The Mogilev Regional 
Drama Theatre is considered one of the best 
in Europe in terms of acoustic quality. Spe-
cial niches were built into the walls for the 
correct distribution of sound. The two-tonne 
chandelier with three hundred light bulbs is 
also impressive. The auditorium has a rich 
interior: balconies with wooden carvings, 
the lower boxes and the governor’s box. It 
was here that Nicholas II of Russia once 
watched perfor-
mances with 
his family. 
And the 

scene here remembers Rachmaninoff’s 
playing and Chaliapin’s songs.

The modern troupe of the Mogilev Re-
gional Drama Theatre consists of the great-
est actors in Belarus. Every year, Mogilev 
welcomes theatre groups from all over the 
country at the ‘M@rt.contact’ festival.

Look into the eyes of Viy  
in Polessky Drama Theatre

With the advent of the cinematograph, 
many believed the theatre would soon 
die. Pinsk proved it wouldn’t: here the 

Polessky Drama Theatre occupies the 
building of a former cinema! The young 
team is considered one of the most hard-
working in the country — premieres are 
released more often than in Minsk. At the 
same time, both local directors and invit-
ed ones work on the productions.

The absolute hit of recent years is the 
Viy horror, which collected all kinds of 
theatrical awards and won the love of the 
viewer. What is the key to success? The 
Poleshuks were able to turn one of Gogol’s 
most enigmatic works into reality. It was 
made with the help of soulful songs, bright 
special effects and amazing acting. The out-
come: it is definitely worth to visit Pinsk to 
see such a performance. 

Return to the 30s at the Bolshoi  
Minskers had to say goodbye to the fa-

mous Trinity market in order to build the 
National Academic Bolshoi Opera and 
Ballet Theatre of the Republic of Belarus 
at the beginning of the 20th century. The 
advantageous place on the mountain was 
taken away from the merchants and giv-
en to the people of art. It was made for a 
reason. Built in the spirit of constructivism 
during the interwar period, the theatre still 
looks modern and impressive in scope.

Today, the repertoire of the Bolshoi 
consists of masterpieces, which was 
staged in those early 30s of the last cen-
tury, includes Carmen, Eugene Onegin, 
The Queen of Spades, The Tsar's Bride, 
Prince Igor, and, of course, Swan Lake 

and The Little Humpbacked Horse 
ballets. After the performances, 

the audience usually does not 
hurry home, but prefers to 

take a walk around the 
square around the the-

atre. There they can 
meet resting balle-
rinas: both bronze 
and real ones.
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Andrei Sazonov

The Grodno Regional Drama Theatre 

‘M@rt.contact’ festival

 Viy performance 

Paulinka performance The Mogilev Regional Drama Theatre 

Ballet sculpture near the National 
Academic Bolshoi Opera and Ballet 

Theatre of the Republic of Belarus
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By Sergei Kanashits

When talking with athletes, one will not 
notice a shadow of despondency on their fac-
es, or a little hesitation in their voices. Yes, 
they have to live in new conditions, change 
their habits and way of life, redraw the sched-
ule of training camps and tournaments, but 
everyone invariably finds pros in the cons 
that have appeared, which once again con-
firms some old truths: if a person has a back-
bone, character and principles, then he or she 
will not break and will not be deterred from 
the road. Two remarkable events took place 
at the headquarters of the National Olympic 
Committee the day before. The first is offi-
cial, with a great perspective for the future: 
a memorandum of co-operation was signed 
between the Belarusian Ski Union and the 
Russian Ski Association. The second, most-
ly entertaining, but no less important from 
the image and educational point of view: the 
next round of the BrainBattle national intel-
lectual tournament with the participation of 
Belarusian sports stars took place. 

Active rapprochement between Belarus 
and Russia is massive and takes place on 
all sports fronts. A joint boxing tournament 
in Gomel has recently ended. The start of 
the grandiose Poddubny Wrestling League 
in Moscow is on the agenda, followed by 
the first stage of the Belarus Open Cup in 
rowing and canoeing in Zaslavl with the 
participation of Russian rowers. Moreover, 
this is just the beginning. So the sports de-
partments of Belarus and Russia are already 
actively thinking over the winter season: the 
day before, a three-time Olympic champi-
on, and now the president of the Russian 
Cross-Country Ski Association, Elena Vy-
albe, came to Minsk. However, not for other 
reasons, but with a business visit. In result, 
a memorandum of co-operation was signed. 
This applies not only to cross-country ski-
ing, but also to close co-operation in all are-
as in five more disciplines that are part of the 
above-mentioned association. Namely: ski 
jumping, biathlon, snowboarding, freestyle 
and alpine skiing. Elena Vyalbe promised 
that joint tournaments would be held on the 

territory of the two countries in the coming 
season. In addition, the main competitions 
of Russian skiing will come to Belarus. This 
means that we will be able to see firsthand 
such professionals as Alexander Bolshu-
nov, Denis Spitsov, Natalya Nepryayeva, 
Veronika Stepanova and many others.

While the ‘winterers’ were making 
plans, intellectual battles were going on in 
the Olympic Hall of Fame of the National 
Olympic Committee of Belarus — current 
event brought together teams of children 
from all over the country. Popular athletes 
became captains — former and active: 
Liubov Charkashyna, Lyudmila Ananko, 
Vasilisa Marzaliuk, Inna Zhukova, Lyud-
mila Kalinchik, Maksim Nedasekau and 
Ivan Litvinovich. The last two had the most 
attention — the youth literally tore them 
apart: they took autographs, photos, and 
shook hands. No wonder: Ivan and Mak-
sim did an excellent job at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics, winning gold in the trampoline 
and bronze in the high jump. Nedasekau 
shared his thoughts about the day, leaving 

an autograph on the T-shirt of another fan. 
He was, as always, optimistic and smiling, 
“We train as usual, we are preparing for the 
competitions that will be held in Belarus. 
There are no special differences in training 
process if to compare with previous sea-
sons. I will say more: it is possible that this 
year there will be a new country’s record.”

Ivan Litvinovich was in the sun — a 
whole line of young fans lined up for a 
photo. In the pause between sessions, Ivan 
took the time to talk, “There are fewer 
competitions, but one can pay more at-
tention to the training process — we learn 
new elements and combinations. Com-
petitions of a very serious level are to be 
held in Russia this summer. In the mean-
time, we had the opportunity to jump at a 
high-level tournament in Vitebsk. Uladzi-
slau Hancharou became a winner in the in-
dividual programme. I was the second, and 
Aleh Rabtsau closed the top three. Among 
the girls, Tatsiana Piatrenia became the 
second. Hancharou and Rabtsau took gold 
in synchronised bouncing. Well done!”

Never give up. Never give in
The heartbeat of Belarusian sports: Maksim Nedasekau plans to set the new country’s record, Ivan Litvinovich complicates 
and improves the Olympic programme, and representatives of skiing unite in close contact with Russian colleagues 

It is incredibly beautiful 
in Staiki now — spring 
is full of bright colours, 
facilitating the hard work 
of athletes who take part 
in the training camp in the 
world-famous Belarusian 
Olympic Training Centre. 
Wrestlers do their best (here 
are not only our women’s, 
freestyle and Greco-Roman 
wrestling teams, but also 
Russians and representa-
tives of other countries), 
abundantly irrigating the 
courts of the training arena 
with their sweat. In addi-
tion, despite the sanctions, 
there are many interesting 
and important competitions 
at the highest level ahead of 
our team. One of the main 
ones is the Poddubny Wres-
tling League, which starts 
today in Moscow. 

The organisers promise to 
provide visitors and participants 
with an unprecedented show and 
an almost cosmic level of the 
tournament. Moreover, to be hon-
est, one willing to believe it: we 
are waiting for a new spectacular 
presentation of the real battle with 
colourful entries of fighters, per-
formances by artists, good sound 
and special effects, as well as a 
bright picture for television. There 
will be 16 participants in each 
weight category in all events. On 
the first day, the struggle will take 
place at the Arena CSKA (VEB 
Arena) football arena. However, 
it will be a very large-scale event 
— a flash mob that could get 
into the Guinness Book of World 

Records: wrestlers will compete 
simultaneously on 18 courts! 
In addition, the final fights will 
move to the Moscow State Circus 
tomorrow, which is very symbol-
ic, because professional wrestlers 
performed in just such arenas un-
til the middle of the last century.

The total prize fund of the 
tournament will amount to al-
most a million dollars and will 
be just king-sized for wrestling 
competitions. The winners in 
each weight category will get 
more than $30,000 — there is 
something to fight for! 

Now let’s talk about the par-
ticipants. It is expected that, in 
addition to the best Russian wres-
tlers (and the competition here is 
just crazy!), athletes from more 
than ten countries will compete on 
the courts. Athletes from Uzbek-
istan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 
Armenia, Moldova, Iran, Cuba, 
Mongolia, India, Argentina, Pa-
kistan and even Australia have 
already confirmed their arrival. 
Representatives of Belarus will 
also go to Moscow massively. For 
example, our freestyle wrestling 
roster consists of as many as 24 

people, including Tokyo Olym-
pic medallist Mahamedkhabib 
Kadzimahamedau, who will com-
pete in the weight category up to 
79kg. We also have to mention 
the participation of the winners 
of the European Championship 
Aryan Tsiutryn (57kg), Nyurgun 
Skryabin (65kg), Azamat Nurikov 
(74kg), Rasul Tsikhayeu (86kg), 
Aliaksandr Hushtyn (97kg), as 
well as the winner of the European 
and World championships Dzianis 
Khramiankou and the winner of 
the European Championship U-23 
Vitaly Pesnyak (both — 125kg).

We will have someone to 
cheer for in the Greco-Roman 
style tournament. For the 32-year-
old head coach of the Belarusian 
national team Viktor Sasuno-
vski, this large-scale tournament 
will certainly be a good test of 
strength. In the very recent past, 
he was a fighter of a very decent 
level, one of the leaders of the 
national team. Today he manages 
the work of his wards on the court 
and positively assesses the team’s 
readiness for the competition. 

There are both experienced 
athletes and talented youth in the 
current roster. Of the new gener-
ation, we especially have to men-
tion Kiryl Maskevich (87kg). He 
performed at Tokyo 2020, but did 
not climb the podium, although 
he set himself medal goals. For 
sure, the world champion among 
juniors Pavel Glinchuk (97kg) 
will try to come into the spotlight. 

In addition, of course, we be-
lieve in our girls. It should be not-
ed that Vasilisa Marzalyuk ended 
her career and became a coach. 
Vanessa Kaladzinskaya and the 
silver medalist of the 2016 Games 
Maria Mamoshuk have gone on 
maternity leave. Nevertheless, 
Iryna Kurachkina, who won sec-
ond place at the Tokyo Olympics, 
is in the ranks and again eager to 
fight. Very ambitious girls, such 
as, for example, Alesya Get-
manova, have also grown up.

Therefore, we are looking for-
ward to the start of the first tourna-
ment of the Poddubny Wrestling 
League, and we believe that the 
Belarusian team will return from 
Moscow with a bunch of medals. 

Win and be seen
Belarusian national wrestling team is preparing for a 
large-scale Poddubny Wrestling League tournament

Maksim Nedasekau Ivan Litvinovich
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During BrainBattle

Training of the Belarusian 
national Greco-Roman 
wrestling team
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On May 19th, 1782, Ivan 
Paskevich was born (1782-
1856), a Russian military 
and statesman, General 
Field Marshal, one of the 
four Full Cavaliers of the 
Order of Saint George, a 
descendant of the ancient 

noble family of Mogilev Region. In 1834, 
Prince Paskevich acquired the Gomel estate 
from Rumyantsev, where he reconstructed 
the Gomel Palace, arranged the park, 
created a single palace and park ensemble, 
which has survived to this day. 

On May 20th, 1942,  
the Order of the Patriotic 
War of the 1st and 2nd 
class was established by 
decree of the Presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR. In total, this order 
was awarded to about 
350 thousand military 
personnel during the war years. 

May 20th is World 
Metrology Day. It 
has been celebrated 
by the decision of 
UNESCO since 2001. 
The plenipotentiaries 
of 18 countries of 

the world signed the Metre Convention ‘to 
ensure international unity and improve the 
metric system’ in Paris in 1875.

May 20th is World Bee 
Day. The productivity of 
many plant species that 
form the basis of the 
human and animal diet 
depends on pollinators. 

World Bee Day is intended to inform not only 
about the benefits of pollinators, but also 
about the problems that arise in the course of 
their existence in the modern world. 

May 20th is Orthodox feast 
of the Zhirovichi Icon of 
the Mother of God, one of 
the main Christian shrines 
in Belarus. The Icon of 
the Mother of God, which 
appeared in Zhirovichi 
(Slonim District, Grodno 
Region) in 1470, is revered as miraculous 
in the Orthodox Church and the Catholic 
Church. On the site of the appearance of the 
icon stands the Holy Dormition Stavropegic 
Monastery in Zhirovichi. 

On May 21st, 1937, 
the polar air expedition 
of the Academy of 
Sciences of the Soviet 
Union reached the North 
Pole and landed the 
North Pole-1 world’s 

first research station on the drifting ice under 
the leadership of Ivan Papanin. With this first 
expedition, the systematic development of 
the entire Arctic Basin began. 

May 21st is Day of 
Workers of Physical 
Culture and Sports in the 
Republic of Belarus. This 
holiday unites people 

for whom the saying of ancient thinkers ‘a 
healthy mind in a healthy body’ is the most 
important life principle.

On May 22nd, 1942, 
Vladimir Urodnich was 
born, a Belarusian 
artist, Honoured Art 
Worker of Belarus. 
Author of Father’s 
Roads, September Motif and First Meeting 
thematic paintings, etc.

On May 23rd, 1977, the Mogilev Regional 
Puppet Theatre was opened. It was created 
from graduates of the Mogilev Cultural and 
Educational School in 1976. The repertoire 
is dominated by performances for children 

and family viewing: 
The Little Mermaid, 
The Wild Swans, 
Morozko, The Three 
Little Pigs and 
others. 

On May 24th, 2012, the Museum of the 
History of the Jews of Grodno was opened in 
the oldest synagogue in Belarus. It contains 
exhibits that testify to the Jewish history and 
culture of Grodno. Museum visitors have the 
opportunity to find out how the Jews lived 

and what they did in 
Grodno from the 12th 
century to the present 
day. It also contains 
materials about Grodno 
residents who risked 
their lives to save Jews.

 
May 24th is Day of Slavic Writing and 
Culture in the Republic of Belarus. It 
is celebrated in honour of the Slavic 
enlighteners and preachers of Christianity 
Cyril and Methodius, who gave the Slavic 
world the Cyrillic 
script (863) and laid 
the foundation for 
Russian and other 
Slavic literatures. 

On May 25th, 1747, a cadet corps was 
founded in Nesvizh — the first military 
educational institution on the territory of 
modern Belarus, which trained officers and 
laid down the traditions of patriotic education 
in our lands. It was located in the Nesvizh 
Castle. 14-year-old noble teenagers who 
had a primary education were accepted for 
training. They study French, German, Latin, 
Russian, geometry, mathematics, civil and 

military architecture, 
drawing, national law, 
окhistory, horseback 
riding, fencing, and 
dancing. Cadets carried 
guard duty in the castle 
and the city.
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