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Great opportunity to 
learn more about the 
mysterious world of 
the Russian icon

The future has 
its own laws — 
including a moral 
dimension

During familiarisation with the development of the 
site adjacent to the Minsk ring road, the President of 

Belarus gives detailed instructions to make 
further landscaping improvements  4

97

Beauty of nature is a concept 
which can also be man-made
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In the context of a  
multi-vector policy
Last week, Alexander Lukashenko received the credentials of ambassadors 
representing nine countries: Benin, Brazil, Denmark, Spain, Yemen, 
the Republic of Korea, Malta, Slovenia, and Uganda. The President 
emphasised that Belarus values relations with each of these states.

By Vladimir Khromov

On Denmark
The President stated 

that Denmark is a promising 
partner and Belarus expects 
to make co-operation with 
this country more efficient. 
“Our common goal is main-
taining peace and stability in 
Europe. It is important to hold 
a dialogue with Denmark on 
this and other matters of the 
bilateral agenda, to expand 
partnerships in trade, invest-
ment and energy efficiency,” 
Mr. Lukashenko said.

On Spain
The Head of State 

noted that Belarus sets great 
store by strengthening co-op-
eration with Spain. A testimo-

ny to that is the appointment 
of Belarus’ first ambassador to 
Madrid in February this year. 
“I am convinced that opening 
a full diplomatic representa-
tion of Spain in Minsk would 
benefit bilateral relations,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

On Malta
The Head of State 

believes that Belarus can 
make substantial progress in 
promoting co-operation with 
Malta.  Being a relatively 
small country in terms of ter-
ritory and population, Malta 
plays a very important role in 
the European Union.

On Slovenia
In  r ecen t  yea r s , 

Belarus and Slovenia have 

managed to build a solid 
foundation for expanding 
bilateral liaisons. This coun-
try has proved many times 
that it is a friend to Belarus, 
stressed Mr. Lukashenko. The 
President thanked Slovenia 
for supporting Belarus in its 
efforts to normalise relations 
with the European Union.

On Brazil
The President stated 

that co-operation with Brazil 
remains one of Belarus’ prior-
ities in Latin America. Belarus 
will focus on strengthening po-
litical dialogue, boosting trade 
and setting up joint ventures.

On Yemen
Mr.  Lukashenko 

emphasised that Belarus is 

ready to help Yemen return to 
normalcy by supplying any-
thing that Belarus produces.

On the Republic 
of Korea

Belarus seeks the further 
expansion of mutually ben-
eficial relations with the Re-
public of Korea, in particular, 
when it comes to innovations. 
“We invite Korean investors 
to implement their hi-tech 
projects in Belarus and inten-
sify co-operation in education 
and tourism,” said the Head of 
State.

On Benin
Belarus views Be-

nin as a promising trade and 
economic partner in West 
Africa.

On Uganda 
Mr.  Lukashenko 

reaffirmed Belarus’ interest 
in stepping up collaboration 
with Uganda. Some promis-
ing avenues of co-operation 
include supplies of Bela-
rus-made sophisticated ma-
chinery, popular on the Af-
rican market, as well as the 
establishment of joint assem-
bly factories.

M r.  Luk ashenko 
congratulated the am-
bassadors on the start 
of their diplomatic mis-
sion, emphasising that 
he believes their pro-
fessionalism and active 
involvement will help 
intensify, expand and 
refresh co-operation 
with Belarus.

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Kazakhstan looks forward to 
welcoming Belarus’ President in 
H2 — as Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of Ka-
zakhstan, H.E. Mr. Yermukhamet 
Yertysbayev, informs

According to the diplomat, a visit of 
the Belarusian President to Kazakhstan 
will help strengthen existing agreements 
and enable the two countries to step up 
bilateral co-operation. “Kazakhstan and 
Belarus are the only countries in the CIS 
which have signed a social and economic 
co-operation agreement to 2026. Belarus’ 
experience in industry and technology and 
its achievements in social and economic 
development are of great importance to 
Kazakhstan. We value both our mutual 
trade and multiple humanitarian ties,” said 
Yermukhamet Yertysbayev.

The Ambassador noted that the bilat-
eral trade balance has shifted significant-
ly in favour of Belarus, and Kazakhstan 
seeks to redress the balance. “I have met 
with Belarus’ Prime Minister, Sergey Ru-
mas, and Deputy Prime Minister, Alex-
ander Turchin, who recognise our inten-
tions,” he added.

Yermukhamet Yertysbayev said that 
Kazakhstan’s parliamentary delegation 
visited Belarus in mid-April. The visit in-

cluded a meeting at the National Academy 
of Sciences of Belarus. “We have agreed 
to set up a large innovation project — to 
assemble Belarusian drones in Kazakh-
stan. After thorough analysis and study, 
we have decided to launch this project 
in co-operation with Belarus because the 
value for money ratio, common mentality 
and relations between the two countries 
in general will provide for successful im-
plementation of this large innovative pro-
ject,” he said.

At the end of May, Nur Sultan host-
ed the jubilee summit of the Eurasian 
Economic Union. The Ambassador also 
discussed the details of the summit at the 
meeting with Mr. Lukashenko. “As for 
Belarus, our trade is almost $1bn because 
there is free flow of capital, property, 
goods and labour. This is very beneficial,” 
he said.

The diplomat noted that he is opti-
mistic about the future of the Eurasian 
Economic Union. He recalled his work 
in Georgia, noting that the presence of all 
kinds of tariffs and duties still hinders the 
expansion of mutually beneficial co-oper-
ation with the country. “Therefore, there 
is no alternative to the Eurasian Union. 
We live in the 21st century. A country 
confined to its national borders only is al-
ready a thing of the past,” Mr. Yertysbayev 
concluded.

Visit scheduled for 
second half of the year

By Vladimir Velikhov

The Head of State said that 
he had visited Kazakhstan 
many times.  “I know Ka-
zakhstan very well. I have 
visited southern, central 
and northern regions. 
Kazakhstan is a wonder-
ful and dynamically de-
veloping country. Complicated 
processes are happening in the po-
litical field and, of course, a parlia-
mentary election and a new President 
will have a corresponding impact on 
life, society, even the economy,” Mr. 
Lukashenko noted.

At present, Belarus is holding talks 
on the delivery of oil from Kazakhstan. 
Mr. Lukashenko told the Ambassador, 
“We are now doing our best to diver-

sify the range of oil supplier countries. 
In this regard, we are holding talks and 
we would like to step up discussions on 
the delivery of Kazakhstani oil to Bela-
rus. I think we can solve any problems. 
It is important for Belarus and Kazakh-
stan, and for Russia as far as transit is 
concerned. Russia is a member of the 
EAEU. I think we will be able to agree 
on oil deliveries from Kazakhstan, as 
a country close to us,” emphasised the 
President. 

He remarked that there are no 
problems in trade and economic re-
lations between Belarus and Kazakh-
stan. “There is a certain imbalance in 

trade in favour of Belarus, but 
Kazakhstan produces many 
things that we need — ranging 

from cotton to metals. There-
fore, we can easily balance 

out our bilateral trade,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

Importantly the two 
countries and their leaders 

have always maintained good 
relations. In turn, Yermukhamet 

Yertysbayev stressed that Kazakh-
stan is waiting for an official visit of 
the Belarusian leader in the second 
half of 2019. “We’d like to consol-
idate everything that was achieved 
on November 29th-30th, 2017 [when 
Nursultan Nazarbayev paid an official 
visit to Belarus — editor’s remark], to 
bring our bilateral relations to an even 
higher level,” he said.

Kind relations are  
a solid foundation
Alexander Lukashenko meets the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Kazakhstan to Belarus, 
H.E. Mr. Yermukhamet Yertysbayev
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GDP, exports, oil and food 
supplies high on the agenda

By Vasily Kharitonov

The economy could hardly 
exist without planning. How-
ever, it’s not only the plan but 
also its implementation which 
matters. The President focused 
on this idea at the start of the 
meeting, saying, “Traditional-
ly, at the initiative of the Gov-
ernment, we discuss many 
economic issues — both pres-
ent and future, if necessary. 
Naturally, the most important 
issue is gross domestic prod-
uct. What is our progress in 
this direction? I know the of-
ficial statistics. What will we 
achieve as a result of such dy-
namics at the end of the year, 
what are the indicators? How-
ever, I’m mostly concerned 
with exports, as these ensure 
the inflow of foreign curren-
cy into the country — without 
which it is very difficult for us 
to exist and for the economy to 
develop.” 

Mr.  Lukashenko  a l so 
asked for updates on trade and 
economic co-operation with 
Russia and the European Un-
ion. “These are our two main 
partners. Even the European 
Union is now ahead of the 
Russian Federation in terms 
of exports,” he noted.

The Head of State recalled 
the task of diversifying Be-

larusian exports: one third of 
the total volume to the mar-
kets of Russia, the European 
Union and more distant coun-
tries, respectively. “Only then 
can exports be considered 
diversified,” Mr. Lukashenko 
stressed.

The President outlined for 
discussion existing problemat-
ic issues in trade and econom-
ic co-operation, in particular 
with Russia. “Speaking of the 
controversial problem of ‘poi-
sonous’ oil, what is the current 
situation in this regard? I’ve 
read the report and returned it 
to the Prime Minister. Do not 
prepare such reports for me 
anymore. You’re just wast-
ing your time,” the President 
said. “Only two lines are 
needed to describe what pos-
itive achievements there have 
been since the last time, rather 
than the detail of meetings and 
discussions. Results are what 
matter.”

A continuing special is-
sue is the supply of agricul-
tural products to the Russian 
market. “According to my 
information, today about 60 
Belarusian enterprises are 
completely or partially closed 
for supply to the Russian mar-
ket. We have improved to the 
point that we have already 
signed trade agreements on 

agricultural products, but do 
not fulfil them because Russia 
does not fulfil its own obliga-
tions. Why are no measures 
being taken?” asked the Presi-
dent of those present.

The meeting was planned 
to discuss several other eco-
nomic issues. “At an early 
stage this year I’m drawing 
your attention to these prob-
lems so that, in the fourth 
quarter, we do not need to 
desperately try to overcome 
these issues and make up for 
missed targets,” the Head of 
State added.

Following the first half 
of the year, Belarus’ GDP is 
expected to grow by 1.8 per-
cent. This was later reported 
to journalists by the Prime 
Minister, Sergey Rumas. “For 
four months, growth was at 
1.4 percent, meeting the Gov-
ernment’s expectations. Every 
month, the economy improves 
and, after the results of the first 
half of the year, we are now 
expected to reach 1.8 percent.”

The Prime Minister noted 
that Mr. Lukashenko has criti-
cised the work of the Govern-
ment for low export growth 
rates: it has not yet been possi-
ble to reach last year’s results. 
“Despite the fact that the bal-
ance is better than last year, 
the Government, together with 

other state bodies, will have to 
take additional measures to 
catch up,” the Prime Minister 
stressed.

Mr. Rumas said that, in the 
first quarter of 2019, it had not 
yet been possible to bring Be-
larusian exports to the optimal 
ratio: one third of the total vol-
ume to the markets of Russia, 
the European Union and far 
reaching countries. “Our share 
of supplies to the Eurasian Un-
ion still dominates. Solving 
the problem of increasing ex-
ports in general, we will con-
sider commodity and country 
diversification,” he said.

As regards hydrocarbons, 
the Belarusian side needs 
another month to finally de-
termine the amount of dam-
age caused by the supply of 
poor-quality oil from Russia. 
“Today it is too early to talk 
about any specific figures, 
since all the damage has not 
yet been calculated by the Be-
larusian side. This is a long 
process,” Mr. Rumas said. 
“A working group has been 
established; the Chairman of 
the Belneftekhim Concern has 
reported that a road map has 
been practically agreed with 
Russia. Some of its points are 
already being implemented by 
both sides, even though it has 
not yet been formalised.”

The PM explained that 
this road map contains a list 
of all the measures which will 
allow, first, to solve the issue 
of pumping from the pipes 
using non-conforming oil and 
to resume the transit towards 
Western Europe. The second 
set of questions is the com-
pensation of Belarus in con-
nection with losses suffered 
as a result of this incident. 
“Today, the main task is to 
free up transit, so that Bela-
rus can receive payment for 
the oil that goes through its 
territory,” he added.

As reported, the Belneft-
ekhim Concern announced 
a sharp deterioration in the 
quality of Russian Urals oil, 
coming in transit to the sec-
tion of the main oil pipeline 
of Gomeltransneft Druzhba, 
on April 19th. The content of 
organochlorine compounds in 
oil exceeded the limit values 
of the standard by ten times. 
Both Belarusian oil refineries 
— Mozyr Oil Refinery and 
Naftan JSC — were forced 
to reduce capacity utilisation 
and suffered losses. Oil - cor-
responding to the standard 
— was delivered to the Bela-
rusian border via the Druzh-
ba oil pipeline on May 2nd. 
Naftan is still operating under 
reduced capacity conditions.

President of Belarus 
Alexander Lukashenko 
held a meeting on 
topical issues of the 
national economy

Good example for others
In January-April 2019, BelAZ JSC increased shipments to non-CIS states  
by 30 percent.
BelAZ sold its products to 23 countries across the globe — including 
Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mongolia, Poland, the Philippines, the 
Czech Republic, Chile, Estonia and elsewhere.
In addition, the mining companies of Russia, Uzbekistan and Ukraine are 
major partners of the Belarusian Automobile Works. The top selling prod-
ucts are 110-130 tonne haul trucks (28 percent), haul trucks with a carrying 
capacity of 220-240 tonnes (25 percent) and 45 tonne trucks (15 percent).
BelAZ representatives note that the constant expansion of the partnership 
and the multi-vector nature of the company’s foreign trade interests are 
high priorities for BelAZ.
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By Vladimir Khromov

During familiarisation with the de-
velopment of the site adjacent to 
the Minsk ring road, the President 
of Belarus gives many detailed 
instructions to make further land-
scaping improvements

The Head of State explained that 
he always pays attention to the reno-
vation of roads and the development 
of roadside infrastructure, because this 
shapes the country’s image. Alexander 
Lukashenko was briefed on progress 
in fulfilling his instructions to maintain 
the condition of the Minsk ring road 
and highway interchanges near Minsk, 
in landscaping and developing the areas 
adjoining the Minsk ring road.

The President was shown passen-
ger vehicles to be in operation dur-
ing the European Games — including 
MAZ and Neman buses and Geely At-
las cars. About 320 Belarusian hybrids 
will be used to provide taxi services to 

high-ranking officials during the Games.
Speaking with the drivers, Mr. 

Lukashenko commented that he likes 
Geely Atlas. “It’s a good car,” the Pres-
ident said, adding that it is time to pro-
mote the production of electric cars. Af-
ter that, Mr. Lukashenko toured the ring 
road on board a bus designed in colours 
of the 2nd European Games. He was ac-
companied by the heads of Minsk and 
the Minsk Region, the Head of Belarus’ 
President Administration, the Chairman 
of the State Control Committee, Deputy 
Prime Minister Vladimir Kukharev and 
other officials, as well as journalists. 
They were given a unique opportunity 
to learn firsthand about the President’s 
vision for the area along the Minsk ring 
road. Mr. Lukashenko toured the entire 
ring road and gave many detailed in-
structions during the journey. The bus 
made several stops, one at the recently 
renovated Kuropaty Forest. “More trees 
should be planted here. Those who are 
buried here (they see us) will appreciate 

it. We can plant trees along the perim-
eter. Think about adding the finishing 
touches to this work so that people can 
come here, pray, lay flowers and go; 
please, do not disturb these people,” Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

The Head of State gave instructions 
to scale up landscaping works along 
the Minsk ring road. He suggested in-
viting designers to develop landscap-
ing projects for both sides. Decisions 
should be made promptly regarding the 
possible development of certain sites, 
their transfer to investors, and the early 
completion of the construction that has 
already begun. Mr. Lukashenko stressed 
that each owner of the areas adjacent to 
the Minsk ring road should be clearly 
assigned responsibility for the mainte-
nance and improvement of the site.

He stressed that it is necessary to 
make foreign guests coming to Belarus 
see that the country cares about nature. 
“We should probably start with the main 
roads and go on to the borders of our 

country. We need to beautify Belarus. 
This is our main attraction. Whoever 
comes here, admits that the nature is 
wonderful. However, we must not sim-
ply be happy with the latter — living in 
peace and harmony with it. We should 
beautify and improve it,” he said.

The heads of the region and the 
city informed the President about the 
development of the areas adjacent to 
the ring road, the construction of new 
facilities and new investment projects. 
They noted that there are some viola-
tions on the part of investors, for ex-
ample, construction time is delayed or 
is completely suspended. “As soon as 
we start taking the land back, they be-
gin construction works. The trend has 
intensified after our involvement,” the 
Chairman of the Minsk Regional Exec-
utive Committee — Anatoly Isachenko 
— stated. He discussed with the Head 
of State the availability of possible 
suitable areas and improvement pro-
jects in the region.

Beauty of 
nature is 
a concept 
which can 
also be 
man-made

By Natalia Yemelyanova

CNAMPGC is a key partner 
of the Belarusian company in the 
Chinese market. The two com-
panies began testing deliveries 
in containers in January 2019. 
The experiment confirmed the 
great potential for this kind of 
joint project and resulted in the 
signing of a new memorandum 
for co-operation between Be-
larusian Potash Company and 
CNAMPGC.

The agreement is designed 
to encourage the development 
of shipments in containers to 
the Chinese market and pro-
vides for shipping over 0.5m 
tonnes of potash fertilisers to 
China in 2019-2023. It is a con-
siderable figure for this type of 
shipment. The agreement rep-
resents a major addendum to 
the previously signed five-year 
memorandum of co-operation 
on selling potash fertilisers to 

the CNAMPGC.
The Belarusian Potash 

Company representatives also 
noted that the development of 
potassium shipments in con-
tainers to China represents a 
promising avenue of business 
since it creates a higher level 
of service. The company pays 
great importance on the organ-
isation of container transporta-
tion as a whole. In 2018, this 
was close to 10 percent of the 
total exports.

The document was signed 
when top executives of the 
Chinese association ACFSMC 
and the Chinese company 
CNAMPGC visited Belarus. 
The delegation visited the Be-
larusian Potash Company and 
the potash mining company, 
Belaruskali.

Speaking about results 
achieved by the Belarusian 
company on the Chinese mar-
ket, ACFSMC Chairwoman of 

the Board of Directors, Wang 
Xia, said, “As the structure of 
demand for fertilisers in Chi-
na changes, targeted and high-
ly-effective logistics support 
has already become a necessity. 
Therefore, we are pleased about 
the signing of the memorandum 
of co-operation between Be-
larusian Potash Company and 
CNAMPGC regarding shipping 
potash fertilisers in containers. 
We believe this format will be-
come a new milestone in our 
co-operation. We are confident 
that, in the future, CNAMPGC 
will promote Belarusian Pot-

ash Company’s high-quality 
products in the end consumer 
market. It will be a joint contri-
bution to raising the quality and 
effectiveness of Chinese agri-
culture at this important stage of 
the modernisation of the struc-
ture of the fertiliser market.”

After emphasising the im-
portance of the visit of the Chi-
nese delegation and the signing 
of the new document, Yelena 
Kudryavets — Belarusian Pot-
ash Company’s General Di-
rector — noted, “Our fruitful 
co-operation with ACFSMC 
and CNAMPGC relies on mu-

tual striving for 
constant develop-
ment and growth. 
Transportation in 
containers creates 
a new niche in 
our interaction. 
The memoran-
dum will become 
another step in 
the development 
of CNAMPGC‘s 
potash business in 
China. In turn, the 
Belarusian Potash 
Company intends 
to continue opti-
mising potassium 

deliveries to the Chinese market 
by improving logistic solutions, 
adapting to the needs of Chinese 
agriculture, and confirming 
broad prospects for interaction 
between the Republic of Bela-
rus and the People’s Republic 
of China.”

Belarusian Potash Compa-
ny JSC is one of the world’s 
largest exporters of potassium. 
In 2018, the company’s share 
in the global exports of potash 
fertilisers hit a record high of 
20.5 percent. The company ex-
ports fertilisers to nearly 130 
countries.

Movement along Minsk ring road

Container shipment has its potential

Demand generates proposal
Belarusian Potash Company 
signs memorandum on 
supplying potash fertilisers to 
China in containers
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By Vladimir Mikhailov

The Spanish side was in-
terested in the proposal to sup-
ply Belarusian electric buses 
to the region, considering the 
close attention being paid to 
the environmental situation 
in major and industrial cities 
of Spain and measures being 
taken to protect the environ-
ment. The meeting in Bar-
celona City Hall was one of 
several events taking place in 
the city to advance political, 
trade, economic and cultural 
co-operation between Belarus 
and Spain.

Mr. Pustovoi also met with 
Teresa Cunillera, the Spanish 
Government’s representative 
in the autonomous community 
of Catalonia. Political co-op-
eration was discussed, 
as well as pros-
pec ts  for 
t h e 

expansion of regional inter-
action between Belarus and 
Spain. Advancing trade and 
economic co-operation be-
tween Belarus and Spain was 
discussed as the Ambassador 
met with top officials of the 
State Business Competitive-
ness Agency.

Representatives of the Cat-
alonian business community 
showed considerable interest 
in a seminar on opportunities 
for economic co-operation 
with Belarus. Representatives 
of about 30 Spanish compa-
nies, interested in working in 
the Belarusian market, as well 
as those which are already 
i m p l e m e n t i n g 
economic 
pro-

jects in Belarus, attended the 
event. A separate meeting 
took place with representa-
tives of the Belarusian private 
sector, who are exploring the 
Spanish market.

T h e  B e l a r u s - S p a i n : 
Friendship Born in Battles. 
1936-1945 exhibition — which 
opened in the Catalonian His-
tory Museum — is testimony 
to Belarus-Spain co-operation 
in cultural affairs. The show is 
based on photo documentary 
materials borrowed from the 
Belarusian State Great Patriot-
ic War History Museum. It is 
timed to coincide with the cele-
bration of the 75th anniversary 

of Belarus’ liberation from 
German occupa-

tion.

Fruitful meetings 
on Catalonian land

By Alexey Fedosov

An agreement to send regu-
lar supplies of Belarusian tim-
ber to Jordan has been reached 
during talks with the General 
Manager of Al Essami Co for 
Investment and Trade Ltd — 
Yahia Saidi — that took place 
at the headquarters of the Be-
larusian Universal Commodity 
Exchange.

According to the Jordanian 
businessman, he is ready to as-
sist Belarusian timber exporters 
get a foothold in the Jordanian 
market and other countries of 
the Middle East. “Due to the 
deficit of its own forest re-
sources, Jordan has to import 
a lot of timber, including from 
Belarus, however, this is cur-
rently in fairly small quantities 
and through middlemen. As a 
result, Belarusian manufactur-

ers earn less, while Jordanian 
consumers pay more. Our com-
pany has an accreditation on the 
Commodity Exchange to cut 
out unnecessary go-betweens 
and open a new promising mar-
ket for Belarusian timber pro-
ducers. The unique geographi-
cal location of Jordan makes it 
a convenient logistic hub and a 
great springboard for penetrat-
ing the markets of neighbouring 
states, including Egypt, Israel, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Syria,” 
said Yahia Saidi.

The two parties also dis-
cussed possible issues that may 
arise at the initial stage of co-op-
eration between Al Essami Co 
for Investment and Trade Ltd 
and the Belarusian Universal 
Commodity Exchange. Several 
pilot transactions to purchase 
timber via stock trading will be 
made in the near future.

Promising Middle 
Eastern market

By Oleg Bogomazov

National Bank  
of Belarus presents 
updated banknotes 
from 2009 for  
nominations  
of Br5 and Br10

The decision to 
modify the banknotes 
in circulation was made by 
the Board of the National 
Bank in September 2018. In 
accordance with previous-
ly announced plans, in 2019, 
updated banknotes in nomi-
nations of Br5 and Br10 are 
being put into circulation, in 
2020, the Br20 and Br50 notes 
will follow. “The reform is for 
the following reasons. It’s im-
portant for the National Bank 
to have a sufficient number of 
banknotes of different nominal 
values in circulation. Br5 and 
Br10 notes are the most pop-
ular, they account for 40 per-
cent of all those in circulation 
and are most actively used by 
citizens, trade and service or-
ganisations. At the same time, 

the volume of old and damaged 
banknotes of this value is con-
stantly increasing,” said the 
Head of the Main Department 
of Cash Circulation at the Na-
tional Bank of Belarus, Sergey 
Gaiko.

The 2019 banknotes are 
issued by Goznak JSC (Rus-
sian Federation). The security 
of Br10 and Br5 banknotes is 
strengthened through an addi-
tional watermark and a wider 
security thread. The hidden 
image was excluded from new 
protective measures due to the 
complexity of its verification 
by people, as well as due to the 
fact that as a banknote is being 
used, this element loses its se-
curity properties. The design of 
the new banknotes has under-

gone some changes: the 
‘Head of the Board’ sig-
nature and the facsimile 
signature have been de-
leted, while the images 
of architectural buildings 
on the face are retained 
and their names speci-
fied. Instead of 2009, the 
year 2019 is inscribed.

Addit ional  production 
of cash does not mean an in-
crease in the money supply, as 
their issue leads to the trans-
fer of money from non-cash 
to cash, as banks transfer the 
non-cash equivalent to the Na-
tional Bank for the notes they 
receive.

Currently, seven nominal 
values are in circulation in Be-
larus — 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, 200, 
500 Roubles and 8 coin values: 
1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50 Kopecks, 
as well as 1 and 2 Belarusian 
Roubles. The lion’s share be-
longs to Br5, Br10, Br20, and 
Br50 and Br100 banknotes 
are less popular. Banknotes of 
Br200 and Br500 are rare in 
circulation.

Banknotes released into circulation

Belarus is working on the possibility 
of exporting electric buses to 

the Spanish city of Barcelona — 
discussed by the Ambassador of 

Belarus to Spain, Pavel Pustovoi, and 
top officials of the Barcelona city administration

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

A new assembly line has 
been officially launched at the 
Ganja Auto Plant.

The first grain harvester 
rolled off the line to applause. 
Following that, the guests test 
drove an E-321 electric bus, 
beneficial both in terms of 
minimising impact on the en-
vironment and economising on 
energy consumption. The bus-

es, designed for 83 passengers, 
are equipped with 26 seats, air 
conditioning, an information 
monitor and a video monitoring 
system. It takes six minutes to 
charge the electric bus batteries. 
The e-bus is capable of travel-
ling at a speed of up to 60 km/h.

The plant will be able to 
produce 120 harvesters and 150 
electric buses per year if there 
is sufficient demand for the ve-
hicles.

Belarus to supply timber to Jordan 
via stock trading on regular basis

New assembly 
line launched
First Belarusian harvesters and 
electric buses roll off assembly 
line at Azerbaijan’s plant
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By Alexey Fedosov

Belarus participates in 
several strategic co-operation 
projects with Russia and inter-
national regional organisations 
in Eurasia. Mr. Kravchenko 
challenged assumptions about 
the balancing act that provides 
for equal volumes of co-oper-
ation or the establishment of 
counter-alliances. He empha-
sised Belarus’ interest in ful-
ly restoring contacts with the 
European Union, which is our 
second largest trading partner. 
He urged the European side 
to embark on talks to sign the 
Partnership and Co-operation 
Agreement. The EU has signed 
this agreement with all neigh-
bouring states except Belarus.

Mr. Kravchenko criticised 
politicised efforts to play off 
the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion and the European Union 
against each other, as well as 
the recent trend to analyse the 
positions and interests of Be-
larus and comparable coun-

tries of the region exclusively 
through the prism of confron-
tation between the East and  
the West. He presented Bela-
rus’ stance on a number of top-
ical issues of the international 
agenda, including mounting 
tensions in Europe. Taking part 
in the Lennart Meri Confer-
ence were the presidents of Es-
tonia and Georgia, the defence 

ministers of Germany, Estonia, 
Sweden and Latvia, the for-
eign ministers of Slovakia and 
North Macedonia, the Minis-
ter of State for EU Policies at 
the Prime Minister’s Office of 
Hungary, representatives of 
leading think tanks from the 
United States and a number of 
other European countries, as 
well as Russia.

Power of convincing 
and strong arguments

By Olga Korneeva

Social facilities being built 
in Ostrovets receive status 
of all-Belarusian youth 
construction

In Ostrovets, housing con-
struction is in full swing and, 
according to forecasts, by 2020, 
the population of the city will 
grow from 10,000 to 22-23,000 
— thanks to the launch of the 
Belarusian NPP.

Up to now, construction 
of a multifunctional sports 
complex, an indoor ice rink, a 

school, a hospital, a kindergar-
ten and a bus station is planned. 
The proposal involves not only 
student groups, but young peo-
ple aged 14 to 31 who have ex-
pressed the desire to work here.

Giving the status of all-Be-
larusian youth construction, 
the city’s social infrastructure 
development will enhance the 
social activity of young people, 
ensure their employment, con-
tribute to the development of 
the student movement and unite 
young people with a significant 
civil-patriotic idea.

Student movement 
not fading up to now

Belarus urges EU to embark on talks to sign 
Partnership and Co-operation Agreement — as 
noted by Belarus’ Deputy Foreign Minister, Oleg 
Kravchenko, at the Art of Balance: Will Belarus 
Endure? panel session held as part of the Lennart 
Meri Conference in Tallinn

By Arina Novikova

Canadian and Japanese 
doctors show interest in 
Belarusian experience of 
curing heart diseases

“Our work with patients is 
of great interest to our foreign 
colleagues: both Canadian and 
Japanese,” notes Prof. Natalia 
Mitkovskaya, Doctor of Med-
ical Sciences and the Head of 
the Cardiology and Internal 
Diseases Chair at the Belaru-
sian State Medical University. 
“The use of advanced tech-
nology has aroused interest 
abroad, while also facilitating 
our specialists being invited 
for master classes to the large 
cardiology centres of Europe 
and Asia.”

Twenty years ago, Cana-
dian and Japanese doctors 
arrived in Belarus to help us 
master the new technology. 
Today, our colleagues abroad 
recognise the high standard of 

Belarusian medicine and visit 
our country to share experi-
ences.

On May 16th-17th, Minsk 
hosted one of the largest medi-
cal events of Eurasia — the 5th 
Congress of the Eurasian As-
sociation of Therapists — at 
the Belarusian State Medical 
University. The major aim of 
the congress was to promote 
advanced knowledge in organ-
ising direct care. The forum 
was dedicated to summarising 
research and determining new 
areas of development for clin-
ical trials of diseases and the 
prolonging of life, as well as 
the reduction of disease and 
preservation of health. More 
than sixty speakers presented 
from twelve countries. The 
congress also saw an interna-
tional opinion sharing session 
and the exchange of advanced 
technologies, all new ideas 
that have become actual clin-
ical practice.

High level of advanced 
development in cardiac 
care is recognised

By Olga Savitskaya

The Head Doctor of Minsk 
City Clinical Oncology Dis-
pensary, Vladimir Karanik, 
illustrated the point with a 
simple example at the press 
conference: fifteen years be-
fore Chernobyl, thyroid can-
cer among children was di-
agnosed only 19 times, while 
fourteen years afterwards, 
there were 800 cases. These 

are direct consequences of the 
accident. Fortunately, thanks 
to the efforts of the doctors, 
none of the children died from 
the progression of the malig-
nant disease; they are alive 
and heathy and many already 
have their own children.

“Radiation therapy has 
been developing in our coun-
try since 1986,” the Director of 
the N.N. Alexandrov National 
Cancer Centre of Belarus, Al-

exander Rozhko, said. “The 
major task was to minimise 
the medical consequences of 
the accident. We’ve achieved 
this primarily due to an annual 
standard medical examination 
of the whole of the affected 
population.”

Since then, the applica-
tion of the atom for peaceful, 
medical purposes has made 
significant progress. Eighteen 
months ago, a new radiologi-
cal building was launched into 
operation at the Minsk On-
cology Dispensary, housing 
Europe’s largest department 
of nuclear medicine. Vast 
experience was accumulated 
in curing thyroid cancer with 
radio-iodine. Moreover, the 
range of diseases which our 
doctors can cure with the help 
of open resources of ionising 
emission is being increased. 

The  Minsk  Onco logy 
Dispensary will soon acquire 
another new building, which 
will considerably expand the 
opportunities and help save 
more than one thousand lives.

Restorative rays
Doctors are confident that the upsurge seen in thyroid 
cancer cases after the Chernobyl nuclear power station 
catastrophe is on the decline. It appears that we are 
gradually overcoming the consequences of Chernobyl, 
which is particularly owing to the use of the atom for 
positive medicinal purposes.
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At the forum

By Vladimir Mikhailov

For the first time this forum was 
held in a Belarusian region: Brest was 
the venue. ‘It is symbolic that, in the 
year of the 75th anniversary of Bela-
rus’ liberation from Nazi occupation, 
Brest, which courageously took the 
first blows of the enemy, was chosen 
as a venue for the forum’, reads the 
greeting sent by the President of Be-
larus, Alexander Lukashenko, to the 
participants and guests of the 14th Be-
larusian International Media Forum. 
It continues: ‘Our people achieved a 
great feat, defended their freedom and 
independence in that war, because they 
were united. At present, we preserve 
our common history and prevent the 
revision and falsification of the hero-
ic past together. We should make not 
only a professional but also a reader’s 
choice in favour of journalism based on 
truth, justice and objectivity’. 

Mr. Lukashenko expressed his be-
lief that the forum will inspire its par-
ticipants with new ideas and creative 
solutions in the implementation of top-
ical projects aimed at preserving future 
unity, harmony and peace in society. 
The President wished everyone unlim-
ited energy, fortitude and consistently 
high ratings.

The Belarusian International Media 
Forum is a significant event in the social 
and political life of the country. One of 
its goals is to focus the efforts of the in-
ternational media community on devel-
oping positive views about what is hap-

pening in Belarus, on the openness of 
our foreign policy, which is based on the 
principles of good-neighbourliness, mu-
tual understanding and peace. Speaking 
at the forum, the Deputy Head of the 
Presidential Administration, Vladimir 
Zhevnyak, reinforced the idea. 

The forum brought together more 
than 250 state and public figures, dip-
lomats, representatives of the expert 
and media community and journalists 
from 25 countries. They discussed 
media space and information security, 
the impact of social networks and the 
blogosphere on the formation of pub-
lic opinion, discussed current trends 
in Internet journalism and its role in 
solving the social and political prob-
lems of the regions. The Brest State 
University hosted a Journalism Sum-
mer School, during which experts 
talked with their young colleagues and 
held master classes. 

Among the key themes were The 
Role of Mass Media in Interstate De-
velopment and Strengthening of Gener-
al Humanitarian Values. The motto of 
the forum, ‘Partnership for the Future’, 
remains unchanged from year to year. 
The Information Minister, Alexander 
Karlyukevich, said that during the dis-
cussion of topical issues of the infor-
mation agenda, special attention was 
paid to modern media formats. “We in-
vited colleagues from other countries, 
as well as heads of Belarusian news 
agencies and television channels to or-
ganise master classes,” he said. “There 
were also representatives of various 

TV and radio associations from foreign 
countries.”

The demand for reliable informa-
tion is high today, said the Director 
and Editor-in-Chief of the Belarus 
Segodnya Publishing House, Dmitry 
Zhuk. “We live in an era when ways 
of delivering information to consumers 
— readers, viewers and radio listeners 
— are developing at such speed that we 
can’t even imagine what they will be 
next year. Entering the media market 
has become very simple. Any person 
with a device in their hand can almost 
become a journalist,” he said. 

However, the main thing that dis-
tinguishes a real journalist is responsi-
bility for the word. In addition, edito-
rial policy also matters. “This is a tool 
for building trust in the publication, 
which is important for the consumer,” 
Mr. Zhuk added. 

True, modern newspapers do not 
report the news: it’s long been coming 
from the Internet and TV. Newspapers 
help navigate, comprehend and offer 
people solutions to their problems. “If 
we can enter every home, every fami-
ly and become a useful habit, we will 
ensure the social protection of our citi-
zens. To achieve this, I think it’s neces-
sary to observe two simple things: not 
to lie — primarily to yourself — and to 

consider others’ interests 
and respect readers,” Mr. 
Zhuk said. 

Media should speak a 
new language with mod-
ern information consum-
ers.  This opinion was 
expressed at the forum 
by the Deputy Minister 
of Digital Development, 
Communica t i ons  and 
Mass Communications 
of Russia, Alexey Volin. 
“An important issue on 
the forum’s agenda, and 
one which is  also ex-
tremely important to us: 

what should modern authorities at all 
levels and press services do in modern 
conditions? We see that the traditional 
methods of interaction with the me-
dia, which existed 20-30 years ago, no 
longer justify themselves. Today we 
need new approaches and new oppor-
tunities. There is even a need for a dif-
ferent language to talk to consumers. 
A Twitter user will not accept a press 
release written on three pages in the 
official language. They need another 
form of interaction,” he said. Mr. Vo-
lin believes that the Russian and Be-
larusian media markets have common 
issues. Residents of Belarus have an 
opportunity to familiarise themselves 
with the Russian media, and residents 
of Russia — with what the Belarusian 
media covers. This is due to new tech-
nology, digitalisation and free dissem-
ination of information. 

Guests at the event enjoyed an op-
portunity to get to know Brest and its 
attractions. “We are trying to diversify 
the attractiveness of the city. Invest-
ments in Brest amount to hundreds of 
millions of Dollars. We want to posi-
tion Brest as a modern city, the devel-
opment of which represents the overall 
development of Belarus,” stressed the 
Chairman of the Brest City Executive 
Committee, Alexander Rogachuk.

14th Belarusian International Media Forum — Partnership for the  
Future: Journalism and the Social Protection of Society — held in Brest

The future has its own laws — 
including a moral dimension
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The Pound has fallen to 
its lowest level for five 
months just as many UK 
holidaymakers get ready 
to head off for the late-
May half-term break

Against the US Dollar, the 
Pound fell below $1.27 for the 
first time since January. It also 
fell early in the day against the 
Euro. But it picked up again 
later in a sign of its current 
volatility.

Currency experts say Brex-
it uncertainty and the US-Chi-
na trade war have both contrib-
uted to the Pound’s recent fall.

Sterling had gained some 
ground in recent months, but 
in recent days rates have fallen 
back to the kind of levels seen 
during the Christmas holidays.

It is a very different picture 
from March 2008, when the 
Pound was briefly worth more 
than $2.

Holidaymakers heading 
off for an early summer break 
in Europe or the US may be 
saving money by avoiding the 
even higher costs of travelling 
in July and August. However, 
they are finding that their mon-
ey will not go as far as it did a 
few years ago.

Anyone leaving it to the last 
minute and changing money at 
the airport will always get the 
worst rates. At some airports, 

they will find an exchange rate 
little better than parity between 
the Pound and the Euro.

James Hickman, chief 
commercial officer at curren-
cy traders FairFx, said that the 
best rates were given to those 
who ordered their holiday 
money ahead. He suggested 
that would also be a good plan 
for anyone thinking about their 
holiday money for later this 
summer.

Scientists have hailed a 3D 
printed heart, complete 
with human tissue and 
vessels, as a ‘major medical 
breakthrough’

The heart, which is about the 
size of a rabbit’s, advances the 
possibilities for transplants ac-
cording to the researchers. De-
veloped at Tel Aviv University 
in Israel, the team behind it say 
it is a world first.

Tal Dvir, who led the project, 
said it marked ‘the first time an-
yone anywhere has successfully 
engineered and printed an entire 
heart replete with cells, blood 
vessels, ventricles and cham-
bers’. “People have managed to 
3D-print the structure of a heart 
in the past, but not with cells or 
with blood vessels,” he said.

While it remains a far way 
off, scientists hope one day to 

be able to produce hearts suit-
able for transplant into humans 
as well as patches to regenerate 
defective hearts.

The cells can contract, 
but researchers need to teach 
them to pump. Then they plan 
to transplant them into animal 
models, hopefully in about a 
year. Another problem is how to 
expand the cells to have enough 
tissue to recreate a human-sized 
heart.

Current 3D printers are also 
limited by the size of their res-
olution and another challenge 
will be figuring out how to print 
all small blood vessels.

Cardiovascular disease is 
the world’s leading cause of 
death, according to the WHO, 
and transplants are currently 
the only option available for pa-
tients in the worst cases. 

Google banned 
installing 
Android 
on Huawei 
smartphones

Google has barred the 
world’s second biggest 
smartphone maker, Hua-
wei, from some updates 
to the Android operating 
system, dealing a blow to 
the Chinese company

New designs of Huawei 
smartphones are set to lose ac-
cess to some Google apps. The 
move comes after the Trump 
administration added Hua-
wei to a list of companies that 
American firms cannot trade 
with unless they have a licence. 
Google said it was ‘complying 
with the order and reviewing 
the implications’.

Huawei said it would con-
tinue to provide security up-
dates and after-sales services to 
all existing Huawei and Honor 
smartphone and tablet prod-
ucts, covering those that have 
been sold or are still in stock 
globally.

In a press briefing, China 
said it ‘supports the relevant 
company [Huawei] to defend 
its legitimate rights according 
to law’.

Existing Huawei smart-
phone users will be able to 
update apps and push through 
security fixes, as well as update 
Google Play services. But when 
Google launches the next ver-
sion of Android later this year, 
it may not be available on Hua-
wei devices. Future Huawei de-
vices may no longer have apps 
such as YouTube and Maps.

Rise in global sea levels could 
have ‘profound consequences’

World’s first 3D printed 
heart with human tissue 

Scientists believe that glob-
al sea levels could rise far 
more than predicted, due 
to accelerating melting in 
Greenland and Antarctica

The long-held view has 
been that the world’s seas would 
rise by a maximum of just un-
der a metre by 2100. This new 
study, based on expert opinions, 
projects that the real level may 
be around double that figure. 
This could lead to the displace-
ment of hundreds of millions of 
people.

The question of sea-level 
rise was one of the most contro-
versial issues raised by the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), when it pub-
lished its fifth assessment report 
in 2013. It said the continued 
warming of the planet, without 
major reductions in emissions, 
would see global waters rising 
by between 52cm and 98cm 
by 2100. Many experts believe 
this was a very conservative es-
timate.

Ice scientists are also con-
cerned that the models currently 
used to predict the influence of 
huge ice sheets on sea levels 
don’t capture all of the uncer-
tainties about how these are now 

melting.
To try to get a clearer pic-

ture, some of the leading re-
searchers in the field carried 
out what is termed a structured 
expert judgement study, where 
the scientists make predictions 
based on their knowledge and 
understanding of what is hap-
pening in Greenland, West and 
East Antarctica.

In the researchers’ view, if 
emissions continue on the cur-
rent trajectory, then the world’s 
seas would be very likely to rise 
by between 62cm and 238cm by 
2100. This would be in a world 
that had warmed by around 5C 
— one of the worst-case scenar-
ios for global warming.

According to the authors, 
this scenario would have huge 

implications for the planet. 
They calculate that the world 
would lose an area of land equal 
to 1.79m square kilometres — 
equivalent to the size of Libya.

Much of the land losses 
would be in important food 
growing areas such as the del-
ta of the Nile. Large swathes of 
Bangladesh would be very dif-
ficult for people to continue to 
live in. Major global cities, in-
cluding London, New York and 
Shanghai would be under threat.

“To put this into perspective, 
the Syrian refugee crisis result-
ed in about a million refugees 
coming into Europe,” said lead 
author Prof. Jonathan Bamber 
from the University of Bristol.

Materials prepared with aid  
of information agencies

Holidaymakers in the 
UK hit as Pound slides
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Icon painting is a true art

By Veniamin Mikheev

Icons from the collection of the Muse-
um of Russian Icons presented at the exhi-
bition date back to the 17th century — one 
of the most complex and controversial pe-
riods in Russian culture — it’s no accident 
that it has been called the ‘era of change’. 
The iconography of that time completes 
the centuries-old history of the develop-
ment of Old Russian art and stands on the 
threshold of the realistic painting of the 
modern period. It’s during this period that 
the gradual secularisation of art occurs, 
as the interests of icon painters in people 
and the surrounding world expands. From 
the middle of the century, the influence of 
European artistic culture increases, which 
leads to a significant expansion of the 
range of subjects and the complication of 
iconography.

“The conductor of new ideas is the 
icon-painting workshop of the Moscow 
Kremlin Armory, in which the best icon 
painters are concentrated and even for-
eigners work,” notes Yelena Karpenko, 
who heads the Ancient Belarusian Art 
Department at the National Art Muse-
um. “This is where the transformation 
of the pictorial language of the Russian 
icon takes place — the so-called ‘life-
like’ style is being introduced, distin-
guished by a more realistic approach to 
the painting of saints, use of light and 
shadow and the depiction of a rounder, 
more 3D form. The aesthetic criterion is 

now the main one in evaluating works 
of religious painting, and the concept of 
‘divine’ is often replaced by the concept 
of ‘beautiful’…”

The reforms of Patriarch Nikon were 
an important landmark in the history of 
the 17th century; these reforms were one 
of the causes of a split in church circles 
and in society. Being zealously against 
picturesque innovations, the Old Be-
lievers kept and respected the ‘pre-split’ 
icons, preserving the ‘delicacy of ancient 
writing’ and any changes were sacrilege 
for them. Thus, in the middle of the 16th 
century, the ‘division’ of Russian church 
art occurred and one of the ways this 
manifested itself was in the style of the 
master artists of the Armory Chamber, 
which was officially supported by the 
Tsar and the Patriarch and gradually 
spread to the provinces. The old method 

was subject to constant repressions and 
persecution which, in the 18th century, 
led to a misunderstanding and rejection 
of the artistic language of the ancient 
Russian icon.

An incredible economic rise, which 
activated church construction and facil-
itated the flourishing of trade and the el-
evation in status of merchants (who then 
became serious customers) played an im-
portant role in the evolution of 17th cen-
tury Russian culture. New centres were 
gradually appearing in the arena of artis-
tic life, primarily those of the Volga River 
area — Yaroslavl, Kostroma and Nizhny 
Novgorod — which are distinguished for 
the unique character of their traditions. 
Moreover, northern cities, such as Veliky 
Ustyug and Kholmogory, were also gain-
ing strength.

The diversity of Russian paintings 
of this time can be traced through a wide 
range of works belonging to the Museum 
of Russian Icons. The creative activity of 
the Moscow icon painters is demonstrated 
by pieces made in the early years of the 
Romanov dynasty and peculiar for their 
traditional approaches, as well as those 

created in a completely new spirit of the 
Armory Chamber in the second half of the 
17th century.

A considerable part of the museum’s 
collection belongs to the art of the leading 
icon painting centres of the Volga River 
area. The works of the Yaroslavl masters 
deserve special attention; these show 
a delicacy of ornament, sophisticated 
graphics and highly decorative writing. 
Various artistic trends cover a wide range 
of icons connected with the art of Tver, 
Rostov, Pskov and Ryazan; they haven’t 
lost the meaning of the iconographic in-
novations of the 17th century. Moreover, 
the works created in various icon paint-
ing centres of the vast lands of the Rus-
sian North — Vologda and Arkhangelsk 
— also offer interest. These encapsulate 
naïve and unpretentious language, as 
well as folklore painting similar to folk 
artistic culture.

How did this unique project find its 
way to the capital of Belarus? The Director 
of the Museum of Russian Icons, Nikolay 
Zadorozhny, explains. “We conducted a 
series of exhibitions in India and each was 
accompanied by a catalogue. One of them 
was seen by Vladimir Prokoptsov and he 
called me. Of course, we responded posi-
tively to his proposal to organise the exhi-
bition in Minsk.”

A similar project is on show for the 
first time at the National Art Museum, 
where, as part of a chronological peri-
od, the diversity of development of icon 
painting culture is being presented.

The exhibition has already attracted 
the attention of both specialists and a wid-
er audience. We may assume that a visit to 
it will teach us about the mysterious world 
of the Russian icon.

Great opportunity to learn 
more about the mysterious 
world of the Russian icon
Two Worlds of the Russian Icon. 17th Century Artefacts from the Collection of the 
Museum of Russian Icons exhibition continues at the National Art Museum
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Renewed Book House Svetoch

At Fashion Mill 2019 festival

Possibility to see the country 
through the printed book

Refurbished 
Book House 

Svetoch 
opens in 
Minsk

By Natalia Yemelyanova

“When visiting Svetoch, it’s now 
possible to view our country through 
the printed book,” says the Information 
Minister, Alexander Karlyukevich. 
“The opening of this store is a landmark 
event in the development of the domes-
tic book trade. Belkniga launched this 
project to show how modern relations 
with readers can be built.” 

The Minister explained how Svetoch 
boasts the perfect logistics to allow visitors 
to find the answers to all their questions. 
The store also houses a permanent pres-
entation hall. “We hope that the writers 
in our country will actively promote their 
achievements,” said Mr. Karlyukevich.

According to the Chairman of 
Belarus’ Union of Writers, Nikolay 

Cherginets, ‘this store gives an op-
portunity to bring reader and writer 
together, to get to know the authors 
and ask them questions.” At the same 
time, he believes that printed books 

will never replace electronic versions.
On the day of the official opening, 

Svetoch hosted the launch of a new 
book by a famous Belarusian writer, 
Natalia Batrakova: Infinity of Love, 

Infinity of Sorrow... (the second part). 
On the previous day, the Informa-

tion Minister had thanked the writer 
for her considerable work and out-
standing achievements in literature.

By Arina Novikova

Winners of the 28th Re-
publican Festival-Contest 
of Fashion and Photogra-
phy — Fashion Mill 2019 
— were announced at the 
awards ceremony during 
the gala concert in Minsk’s 
Main Hall. Vera Komlik 
was named best designer 
in the ‘School of Fashion’ 
category, among the cre-
ators of women’s clothing 
collections. The jury voted 
the best collection for 
men made by Kirill Urban, 
while Yekaterina Kozak 
was acknowledged as best 
teenage fashion designer

The best children’s collec-
tions were presented by Irina 
Iskritskaya (Uvarovichi Centre 
of Children’s Art of Buda-Ko-
shelev District), Ulyana Voro-
bieva (Belarusian State Uni-
versity of Culture and Arts) and 
the duo of Margarita Kalistra-
tova and Lidia Chugaevskaya 
(Minsk State Palace of Chil-
dren and Youth).

Fashion Mill is a creative 
competition for designers, 
models, photographers and 
stylists. Participation in the 
competition allows them to in-
crease their professional stand-
ing. In general, the event aims 
to preserve national traditions 
in the field of fashion, design 

and production of clothing and 
photography, while expanding 
international relations.

The finals of this year’s 
Fashion Mill was held under 
the Welcome to Belarus: The 
Country of Sports and Creativ-
ity banner — chosen as Minsk 
is hosting the 2nd European 
Games 2019. Over 280 partici-
pants presented their collections 
at the competition but only 66 
reached the finals. Designers 
from Russia, Ukraine, China, 
Lithuania and Serbia helped the 
jury to select the winners.

Apart from the contestants, 
foreign guests also showed 
their works. Among them were 
participants of the Internation-
al Competition of Young De-
signers — Russian Silhouette: 
Valeria Igosheva and Mikhail 
Manakov, a professor of fash-

ion and design — Bin Chen 
(Donghua University, China) 
with his student, a designer 
from Serbia — Mina Cveti-
novic, and Lithuanian designer 
Una Berzina.

This year, the festival stands 
out for its charitable aspects: as 
part of it, children with hearing 
problems took part in the cat-
walk. “The energy, smiles and 
happiness with which these 
children go on stage cannot 
be described in words. Many 
models would envy their enthu-
siasm,” said a consultant of the 
Department of Social, Educa-
tional and Ideological Work at 
the Education Ministry, Larisa 
Yemelyanchik.

The 28th Republican Fes-
tival-Contest of Fashion and 
Photography is held in three 
stages, from September to May.

Winners of Fashion Mill 
2019 solemnly announced

By Olga Korneeva

The movie industry is a 
promising avenue of co-op-
eration for Belarus and India. 
Liaisons between the two 
countries were discussed by 
the Chairman of the Council 
of the Republic, Mikhail My-
asnikovich, who is authorised 
to promote co-operation with 
India, and Dr. Lalit Chokhani, 
Belarus’ Honorary Consul in 
Mumbai.

The Belarusfilm Studio is 
getting ready to shoot its first 
Indian movie. “We believe 
that this project will become 
the impetus for bilateral part-
nerships in the movie indus-
try,” said Lalit Chokhani. 
The Honorary Consul told 
Mr. Myasnikovich about oth-

er projects to be 
implemented 
by the Indian 
bus iness  in 
Belarus. An Indian company 
is considering co-operating 
on a project with the Orsha 
Linen Mill. “Belarusian lin-
en is of interest to our inves-
tors; this project holds a lot of 
promise,” he said.

Apart from that, the par-
ties reviewed progress in 
implementing a project to 
set up an R&D centre to pro-
duce innovative medicines 
at the Academpharm com-
pany affiliated with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 
The project is run together 
with Cipla Limited, one of 
India’s biggest pharmaceu-
tical companies. The centre 
will manufacture medicines 
to treat HIV, hepatitis B and 
C, as well as Alzheimer’s 
disease and pulmonary arte-
rial hypertension. Cipla has 
already invested $1m in the 
project and the total amount 
of investment is estimated at 
$10m. Belarus wants this pro-
ject to be a success, noted Mr. 
Myasnikovich.

The parties also discussed 
the forthcoming visit of a Cip-
la delegation, led by Non-Ex-
ecutive Chairman Yusuf Kh-
waja Hamied, to Minsk this 
summer.

Project  
likely to be  
a breakthrough
Belarusfilm to 
start shooting 
first Indian 
movie
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SPO
RT By Olga Korneeva

Organisers of the 2nd Eu-
ropean Games unveil the 
medals of the forthcoming 
sport forum to journalists 
at Mir Castle

The design of the medals 
by the 2nd European Games 
brand concept developer (Brama 
Branding company) resembles a 
fern — one of Belarus’ symbols. 
The medal is a classic circle, 
inside which is a sunburst with 
blurred outlines. This is exactly 
how the sun looks on a bright 
summer’s day, which is meant 

to remind us of the time at the 
Games. The round shape em-
bodies the traits of the Belarusian 
people: softness, friendliness, 
amiability and love of nature. 
The medal is 9.5cm in diameter, 
to reflect the population of Bela-
rus — 9.5 million. The case for 
the medals, made of wood, adds 
warmth. It’s associated with tra-
ditional Belarusian crafts and 
nature, particularly our forests. 
Here, at the heart of Europe, 
legend says, you can find a won-
derful fern which will make your 
dreams come true.

According to the Head of the 

Sens-Geraldika enterprise, Kirill 
Korolevich, unique technologies 
were used in the manufacture of 
the medals. “I can say with con-
fidence that these medals are un-
rivalled in the world.” The frame 
of the medal is made of a spe-
cial alloy — tombac. Depend-
ing on type, different precious 
metals are used: 24 karat gold, 
999-standard silver and bronze. 
Nano-diamonds — a technology 
patented by Belarusian develop-
ers — are used to harden the pre-
cious coatings. One gold medal 
requires a quadrillion nano-di-
amonds. The process of manu-

facturing one coin, which com-
bines traditional techniques and 
nano-technology, takes about 20 
hours.

In general, 1,084 medals 
will be made for the Games: 329 
gold, 329 silver and 426 bronze. 
The name of the sport and disci-
pline is engraved on the reverse 
of each. The medals are packed 
in a case of solid wood featuring 
the logo of the Games in colours 
corresponding to the position on 
the pedestal.

“Honouring the winners has 
been an important sporting tra-
dition since the first Olympic 

Games. Initially, it was a wreath 
of olive branches. Today we see 
the increasing use of modern 
technology. We can say with 
confidence that the European 
Games medals will be a dream 
come true not only for the ath-
letes, but also for collectors,” 
noted the Director of the Minsk 
European Games Organising 
Committee (MEGOC), Georgy 
Katulin.

He added that all participants 
of the 2nd European Games and 
officials of sports delegations 
will be honoured with miniature 
commemorative medals.

By Arina Novikova

Belarusian gymnast Yekat-
erina Galkina placed second 
at Rhythmic Gymnastics 
European Championships

In the hoop exercise, the 
team leader received 21,150 
points from the judges. First 
place went to Russian Dina 
Averina, with 23,300 points, 
while bronze was captured by 
Nicol Zelikman from Israel.

Belarusian Anastasia Salos 
took fourth place in the ribbon 
exercise, and Yekaterina Galki-
na was fourth in the event us-
ing the ball. Belarus’ junior 
team won all-round silver in 
the group exercises. Follow-

ing the results of performances 
with five hoops, the Belaru-
sians were placed second and 
were third in the event with 
five ribbons. Our gymnasts — 
Polina Alexandrova, Margarita 

Yatsevsaya, Polina 
Slanevskaya, Poli-
na Kovaleva, Vic-
toria Podkidysh 
and Yevgeniya Kel 
— climbed onto 
the second step of 
the podium.

In  the  t eam 
tournament, the 
Belarusians were 
ahead of  many 
strong teams and 
were placed sec-

ond, following the Russians. 
Bronze went to Bulgaria. In 
addition, the Belarusian gym-
nasts were third in the perfor-
mance with five hoops in some 
of the team exercises.

Winning fourth 
champion title
By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Tatsiana Matsko wins gold 
at the European Sambo 
Championships in Spanish 
Gijon to become a four-
time European champion

The Belarusian secured 
a solid win in the 64kg event 
over Russia’s Valeria Anisimo-
va in the finals. A year earlier, 
Tatsiana had defeated the same 
Russian athlete at the European 
Championships in Greece. The 
Belarusian has won three world 
and four European titles. She is 
also champion of the 1st Euro-
pean Games in Baku.

“Despite an impressive 
score in the final event, I can as-
sure you the fight was intense, 
nobody wants to lose — espe-
cially in the decisive match. 
My individual style and prob-
ably my experience helped me 
win. The European Games are 
coming up and I hope to per-
form just as successfully,” the 
sportswoman said.

In Spain, the Belarusian na-
tional team also won two silver 
medals (Yekaterina Prokopenko 
and Olga Namazova) and three 
bronze (Marina Zharskaya, 
Karina Shut and Maria Kon-
dratieva). In the men’s compe-
tition, Belarusian Stepan Popov 
claimed a silver medal, losing 
to Russian Maxim Yudin in 
the finals. Belarusian Vladislav 
Sayapin, Alexander Kruglik and 
Sergey Lesyak captured bronze.

Vasily Ostapets and Yevg-
eny Alexievich bagged silver 
medals in combat sambo. Team 
Belarus ranked fourth on the 
team scoreboard with one gold, 
five silver and six bronze med-
als. The Russian team led with 
22 medals, including 16 gold.

The 2nd European Games 
will be the next major sambo 
event. The sambo tournament 
will take place in Minsk’s 
Sports Palace from June 22nd 
to 23rd. A total of 144 ath-
letes will compete in 18 medal 
events.

By Natalia Yemelyanova

Additional security mea-
sures in place during 2nd 
European Games

P r e s i d e n t  A l e x a n d e r 
Lukashenko has signed a decree 
based on the best domestic and 
foreign practices for the holding 
of major international sporting 
events. The document is aimed 
at ramping up security at sports 
arenas, hotels and other Europe-
an Games infrastructure facili-
ties, as well as on Minsk’s roads.

The implementation of the 
decree will contribute to the safe 
organisation of the European 
Games in Belarus and testifies 
to the special attention paid to 
issues of comfort and safety for 
participants and fans of the forth-
coming event.

In addition, the decree for-
bids the use of unmanned aerial 
drones and aircraft models at 
all competition venues. Drones 
are also forbidden in fan zones 
and near hotels and other places 
used to accommodate guests and 
participants of the Games. Those 
used by state agencies and offi-
cially in the course of the Games 
are, of course, an exception.

Temporary traffic restric-
tions will also be enforced in 

Minsk, as and when necessary. 
Special traffic lanes will be sep-
arated using barriers or by paint-
ing European Games symbols 
on them. They will be used for 
dropping off, parking, and mov-
ing vehicles used as part of the 
Games.

The measures have been 
posted on the national law In-
ternet portal and are expected to 
enhance the security of the 2nd 
European Games.

Subject of special attention

Ability to perform is a feast for eyes

Metal fern flower 
will ‘blossom’
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MTZ-Holding hosts Day of Open Doors dedicated to 73th anniversary of the Minsk Tractor Works’ foundation

EXHIBITIONS THEATRES

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM  
OF BELARUS
20 Lenin Street
Until 21st June. Two Worlds of the Russian 
Icon: 17th Century Artefacts from the 
Collection of the Museum of Russian Icon 
Painting (Moscow)
Until 30th June. Salvador Dali
Until 3rd July. Games.
Until 8th July. Travelling Along Rhine

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM
12 Karl Marx Street
Until 30th May. Exhibition of party dresses: 
Invitation to the Ball 

PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY  
OF BELARUS
11 Sovetskaya Street
Until 2nd August. Killed Strongmen of 
Belarusian Land

NATIONAL CENTRE OF 
CONTEMPORARY ARTS
3 Nekrasov Street
Until 2nd June. Disclaimer, or All 
Characters Are Invented
Until 2nd June. Dialogues. Parallels. 
Dimensions
Until 2nd June. Limbo: Adventures of the 
Artist in India

NATIONAL CENTRE  
OF CONTEMPORARY ARTS
47 Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 9th June. Knight’s Affair 

BELARUSIAN LITERATURE 
HISTORY MUSEUM
13 Bogdanovich Street
Until 31st May. Vladimir Korotkevich: 
Awakened Memory

VILNIUS GALLERY
55 Kalinovsky Street
Until 10th August. Yakub Kolas and Vilno

MIKHAIL SAVITSKY ART 
GALLERY
15 Svobody Square
Until 15th September. European Martial 
Arts. From Volcano’s Smithy to Mars’ Arts

MUSEUM OF BELARUSIAN 
NATURE AND ECOLOGY
12 K. Marx Street
Until 1st September. Dangerous Beauty

FIRST RSDRP SESSION HOUSE-
MUSEUM
31a Nezavisimosti Avenue
Until 7th July. Miraculous World Under 
Microscope

YAKUB KOLAS MUSEUM
5 Akademicheskaya Street
Until 5th June. Legends of Sun Stone

TROITSKY SUBURBS
7A Bogdanovich Street
Until 2nd August. Live Singing Birds
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BOLSHOI OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATRE
1 Parizhskoy Kommuny Square
30.05. BELCANTO. Concert of Anastasia 
Moskvina and Oksana Volkova
31.05. Cinderella

MAXIM GORKY NATIONAL 
ACADEMIC DRAMA THEATRE
5 Volodarsky Street
30.05. Husband Leaving Wife
31.05. Bridal Shower
04.06. A Lady for a Day
06.06. Oscar and Red Lady

THEATRE-STUDIO OF CINEMA 
ACTORS
13 Pobediteley Avenue
30.05. In Search of True Self
31.05, 02 and 03.06. #13
14 and 05.06. Nobody Promised Easy Life
06.06. Mixed Feelings

YANKA KUPALA THEATRE
7 Engels Street
30.05. Pan Tadeush
31.05, 06.06. Inspector
31.05. Shabany
02 and 5.06. Prudok Homeland
02.06. School of Taxpayers
03.06. Fortune Tellers
04.06. ART / Elza’s Land
05.06. Paulinka
06.06. Harvest

BELARUSIAN DRAMA THEATRE
44 Kropotkin Street
03.06. Gender Tricks
04.06. Ticket to Brest Train
05.06. Doctor Raus’ Career
06.06. Concrete

YOUTH THEATRE
17 Kozlov Street
30.05. The Fool / Pieta
31.05. Leaving Nature
03.05. Not Invented By Us
04.05. About Fedot – Archer
05.05. Playing Happy Family

MUSICAL THEATRE
44 Myasnikov Street
30.05. Musical Cocktail
03.06. Dubrovsky
05.06. Titanic
06.06. I Want Your Husband

BELARUSIAN ARMY THEATRE
3 Krasnoarmeiskaya Street
29.05. Romeo and Juliet
31.05. Star Hour

CHAMBER DRAMA THEATRE 
5 Frunze Street
31.05. Diablo and Senhorita Prim 
immersive show

MINSK CONCERT HALL
5 Oktyabrskaya Street
31.05. Free Couple

Photo of the week
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