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Long race of kindness
Heads of delegations take part in Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe Summit in Kazakh capital
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Astana hosts Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) Summit.
For the first time since the Istanbul meeting of 1999, OSCE member countries have
gathered at a top level, with Alexander Lukashenko reporting at the event
Astana welcomed 28 presidents and 10
heads of governments, with three problematic OSCE ‘baskets’ on the agenda: politicalmilitary, economic-ecological and humanitarian. Military conflicts and associated
problems have been evident: the RussianGeorgian war of August 2008, the situation
in Iraq and Afghanistan, bloody events in
Kyrgyzstan, and unresolved conflicts from
the 20th century — in Nagorno-Karabakh
and Transdniestria.

Participants were absolutely unanimous
in their view that the OSCE is an important
venue for dialogue on acute problems: such
as those relating to nuclear disarmament.
Belarus’ Foreign Minister, Sergei Martynov,
met the US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, who thanked Belarus for its elimination of highly enriched uranium stockpiles.
“This is a very significant and important
step being taken by Belarus,” underlined
Mrs. Clinton.

A joint statement by the Republic of
Belarus and the USA was adopted during their meeting, which also tackled the
forthcoming presidential elections. Mrs.
Clinton welcomes Minsk’s decision to invite so many international observers to
monitor the elections. The US Secretary of
State stressed that the electoral campaign’s
meeting of democratic standards is of great
importance for improving Belarus-USA relations. ➔ 2
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