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By Yulia Popko

“Everything started in 
2008, when the Hockey 
Federation of Belarus an-
nounced the competition for 
the best logo,” Victoria recol-
lects. “My colleagues at work 
told me to try!

The concise sign of the 
Minsk designer was chosen 
from more than 200 com-
petition entries and, 500 
days before the beginning of 
world tournament, T-shirts, 
caps, badges, magnets, sticks 
and other souvenirs with a 
picture in the colours of the 
national flag, appeared on 
the shelves of the shops.

What do you feel, when 
your creation is now every-
where?

It is not the first time I 
have seen the result of my 
work on shop shelves. It is my 
job. Every day we draw labels 
for totally different products. 
Ice-cream, marshmallow, 
cookies… Recently, when I 
was at the cinema I ate pop-
corn from a glass, the design 
of which I thought up myself. 
But the feeling which I have 
now is really special. I feel a 
great pleasure from my per-
sonal involvement in such an 
event.

Do you want to return 
to 2008 to change anything 
in the design of the logo?

I recently drove by Inde-
pendence Square. There is 
a huge image of my ‘hockey 

player’. I examined it once 
again, and I can say that I like 
everything in it!

Victoria started to look 
over folders in a bookcase. 
“I search for ‘brand-book’, to 
show you,” explained the de-
signer.

It appears that the sym-
bol of the championship had 
to meet a list of the strict-
est requirements. And it is 
difficult to call it just a list 
of standards; it is almost a 
whole book. I open it. The 
instructions are completely 
in English.

“Naturally, the 
drawing should be 
positive. But there are 
many technical points. 
For example, the ab-
breviation IIHF should 
be only white in colour 
and should be located 
on a certain line, while 
the colour of the space 
around it can be cho-
sen by the coun-
try-organiser.”

I look 
c a r e f u l l y 
t hroug h 
o t h e r 
require-
m e n t s 
for a 
logo. A 
p i c t u r e i s 
extensive- ly lined 
by dashes, it is like a visual 
manual for a designer. It also 
contains an invariable place 
of inscription ‘World Cham-

pionship’, its obligatory black 
colour and ‘Arial’ font, while 
the name of the country can 
be designed to taste. Every 
trifle is specified, there is no 
graphic element that can run 
beyond the rated limits.

“I examined the instruc-
tion and began to think over 
the image and colour of a 
logo,” Victoria recollects. 
“I at once decided that red 
would dominate!”

The designer chose the 
colour in order to un-

derline the strength 
and energy of the 

sport. Green is 
the original 

image of life 
in all its dis-
plays. White 
ice speaks 
to us of 
f i r m n e s s 
and cleanli-
ness.

“ T h e 
white colour is as-

sociatively connected 
with the concept Belaya Rus 
(White Rus). I used the col-
ours of the Belarusian flag. 
After all, the logo of the 
World Championship should 
have national value,” Victoria 
adds.

She at once conceived to 
place the image of a coura-
geous player into the basis of 
a symbol and began to search 
for a suitable figure.

“I have an amusing story 
which is connected with it,” 
Victoria says. “Seemingly, my 
plan was absolutely simple: 
to draw a hockey player, who 
was strong and brave, and 
visually, as if he was coming 
towards you. It means that he 
is not turned to the right or 
to the left, but as if he always 
rushes forward. So I wanted 
to represent freedom and 
aspiration to open new ho-
rizons.”

The designer tells, that 
in her search for a necessary 
figure, she sat at the comput-
er and started searching on 
the Internet by simply typing 
‘hockey player’.

“Well, I am a girl,” smiles 
Victoria. “And I have never 
followed world sports. I do 
not know the surnames of 

eminent hockey 
players. They were 

all alike for me.”
As a result, she chose a 

photo where she found what 
she wanted: power, strength 
and a beautiful silhouette of 
a hockey player who crosses 
the ice after a puck.

“I liked this photo; I was 
inspired by it and drew a sil-
houette of a player. I made 
it according to all the rules 
and then sent to the compe-
tition. I was very happy that 

my work was chosen. This 
process was not fast. After 
all together with the ready 
picture it was necessary to 
send all accompanying ma-
terials for co-ordination 
with the IIHF. I even had to 
send the photo of the person 
whose silhouette I used as 
the basis of the work.”

After some time Victo-
ria had a call ‘It is good that 
you chose Wayne Gretzky!’ 
At that time she did not 
understand that absolutely 
casually, and maybe intui-
tively, she had depicted a 
hockey legend. The organis-
ing committee simply saw 
the unique number 99 on 
the designer’s photo, which 
is considered the calling 
card of the eminent sports-
man. Thus they recognised 
the star.

“It was said that when 
Gretzky came to the opening 

of Minsk-Arena in 2010, he 
was shown the future symbol 
of the championship,” Victo-
ria recollects.

Together with the de-
signer, we decided to find 
that image. It appears that 
the picture was made on 
February, 14th, 1998, during 
the Winter Olympic Games 
in Nagano. On the photo 
Gretzky propels a puck in 
the game against Sweden. By 
the way, the Canadians won 
the match at that time.

Since designing the logo, 
the designer, of course, has 
not become an ardent fan of 
hockey, but she, together with 
her family, willingly visited 
the Minsk-Arena. She lost 
her voice as she screamed, 
together with others, during 
the match, raised a wave of 
support and was filled by a 
sports passion which she has 
never experienced before.

Ghost of Gretzky
All saw the symbols of the current Ice Hockey World Championship. The 
image of a player with a hockey stick could be found practically everywhere: 
on posters, billboards, clothes, souvenirs and other holiday attributes. But 
very few people knew that the basis of the logo of the World Championship 
2014, was the photo of a world hockey legend with Belarusian roots, Wayne 
Gretzky. Designer, Victoria Adamovich told how and why it happened so.

By Yegor Glebov

Vyacheslav Bykov, 
Andrey Khomutov, 
Steve Yzerman, Nicklas 
Lidström — Ruslan Salei 
did not play with such 
partners, but now his 
name appears alongside 
them

For the first time in the 
existence of the IIHF Hall of 
Fame, a Belarusian hockey 
player was given the honour 
to receiving a place near the 
greatest hockey players. And 
the fact that Salei occupied 
own place amongst such a 
brilliant five, shows the reflex-
ion of high justice. Against the 
background of his ‘partners’, 
the achievements of the Be-
larusian defender are quiet 
modest. He did not manage 
to become the most valuable 
player and owner of the Stan-
ley Cup, as Nicklas Lidström 
did. Unlike Valery Bykov and 
Andrey Khomutov, he did not 
have a collection of gold med-

als from the World Cham-
pionships and the Olympic 
Games. And, of course, he 
cannot compete in popularity 
with a living legend of NHL 
and the long-standing captain 
of Detroit, Steve Yzerman. But 
at the same time, practically 
each of those who appeared 
on the congress hall platform 
of Minsk’s Victoria Olympus 
Hotel, necessarily recollected 
Ruslan Salei.

“We did not play with him 
for long with the Red Wings, 
but that period of time was 
enough to understand who 
Ruslan was. I am happy that, 
today we all together have this 
honour, and I feel sorry that 
he cannot stand here with us.”

Having walked down 
the stage, where defender, 
Nicklas Lidström, dressed in 
a Swedish national team’s T-
shirt, told words of gratitude 
to participants of solemn 
ceremony of induction into 
the IIHF Hall of Fame, he 
also recollected the legendary 

Olympic quarterfinal of 2002. 
12 years ago he called that day 
the biggest disappointment 
in his career and today he 
told about the role of Salei in 
that match. Vyacheslav Byk-
ov also told about it. With-
out being personally familiar 
with Ruslan, the well-known 
forward of the national team 
of the USSR admitted that 
he always paid attention to 
the Belarusian defender dur-
ing broadcasts, and noted the 
huge role which Salei contin-

ues to play even today.
“Induction into the IIHF 

Hall of Fame is not only rec-
ognition of the huge role 
which this or that hockey 
player or functionary played 
or plays in the development 
of world hockey. It is also a 
kind of ‘message’ for future 
generations. For each hockey 
country it is important to have 
their own representatives in 
the Hall of Fame. And not 
only because the names of 
these people will be forever 

immortalised in the history. 
It is more important that they 
become guides and the elite 
to which young children will 
aspire. After all, among these 
young hockey players, there 
are also those who in the fu-
ture will fight for inclusion 
into the Hall of Fame. But 
today, appearing on ice, they 
should understand why they 
do this, and what ideals they 
should follow. History exists 
for this purpose.”

The name of Ruslan Sa-
lei, which sounded in the 
congress hall, attracted even 
those who already had time 
to be distracted for discussion 
of achievements and role of 
the top-five in the history, the 
five players who were officially 
‘immortalised’ and those who 
kept their company — one of 
founders of the NHL, Murray 
Costello and the long-stand-
ing ‘head physician’, IIHF’s 
Mark Aubry. In newsreels, the 
victorious goals of Ruslan were 
replaced by a video recording 

address from his family, who 
remain in the USA. “Both in 
life and on the ice Ruslan was 
a leader, and it seemed that 
people could rally around him. 
The most different people.” All 
who were present in the hall 
could support the words of 
Bethann Salei, while Mikhail 
Zakharov explained simply 
why Ruslan Salei was chosen 
from Belarus for induction 
into the IIHF Hall of Fame.

“It is said that there are 
no irreplaceable people. 
While I assert that we have 
such people. And I, without 
hesitating, say to our lead-
ers, brothers Kostitsyn and 
Mikhail Grabovski, ‘Do not 
take offence, but you have to 
do more to reach Salei’s level, 
who was a great hockey play-
er’. He was an example of pro-
fessionalism in terms of play-
ing, but he, for certain, would 
reach bigger heights, having 
become a trainer. All of us 
should aspire to such attitude 
to hockey and life.”

Ruslan Salei becomes first Belarusian in the IIHF Hall of Fame

Wayne Gretzky in the photo…

…and in the logo

During the ceremony
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