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By Vladimir Velikhov

Vanguard art during hundred 
years

An exhibition of modern fine 
arts, Avant-gARTe. From Square to 
Object, has been held in the Bela-
rusian capital since April 21st. The 
National Exhibition Centre Bel-
Expo (14 Pobediteley Avenue) dis-
plays works of the Belarusian art-
ists-avant-gardists from all regions 
of the country over the last ten 
years. The Museum of Modern Fine 
Arts (47 Nezavisimosti Avenue) in-
troduces the project Hundred Years 
of Belarusian Avant-garte. Part of 
the project will be transferred to the 
street located in the Yakub Kolas 
Square, near the museum. Repro-
ductions of pictures of sixteen mod-
ern Belarusian painters and graphic 
artists will be exhibited here. These 
works can be seen round the clock.

Belarusian treasures in 
holograms

An exhibition of artistic holo-
grams Holography-2014. Minsk in 
the National History Museum of 
Belarus (12 Karl Marx Street) will 
run until June 6th. Not everyone 
who comes to the championship 
will get to the places where the 
Cross of Yevfrosiniya Polotskaya 
or the Zhirovichi icon of Mother 
of God are stored, but thanks to 
holograms, capable of recreating 
the amazing effect of presence, 
the visitors will seem as if they 
see these relics with their own 
eyes. The pinnacle of the exhi-
bition will be a hologram of a great 

Christian relic, the Gift of the Magi, 
which was brought to the country at 
the beginning of this year.

Open-air Jazz Evenings
Jazzmen from Belarus, Latvia, 

Poland, Germany, Italy, Sweden 
and the UK will perform on the 
concert platform near the Minsk 
Sports Palace. The tradition of 
holding Jazz Evenings in the coun-
try was created by the Interna-
tional Fund Idea in the summer of 
last year. Concerts were held near 
the Town Hall, in Svobody Square 
where they attracted many listen-
ers. However, during the days of the 
Ice Hockey World Championship, 
there will be more visitors, so the 
concerts have been transferred to 
a wider platform. Such jazz bands, 
as the Deniss Pashkevich Trio from 
Latvia, the Monika Borzym Group 
from Poland, TESLA from Sweden, 
Apple Tea from Belarus and others 
will perform before spectators. All 
concerts will begin at 8 pm.

Open-air art
It is possible to guarantee that the guests 
of the Ice Hockey World Championship, 
irrespective of the results of the 
competition, will leave the country in a 
positive mood. After all, except for the 
sporting battles, they will experience 
performances, exhibitions, concerts and 
installations specially prepared for the 
championship. We will look at some of the 
most interesting.

Museum of Stones
(Uruchie Microdistrict, Shugaev 
and Academic Kuprevich streets)

The exhibits here are not hid-
den under glass and it is possible 
to touch them without being afraid 
of an alarm system going off. More 
than two thousand stones of dif-
ferent sizes and forms are exhib-
ited in the open-air. It is curious to 
note that they are not simply scat-
tered across the park, but placed in 
the form of a map of Belarus.

Museum-carriage
(4 Botanicheskaya Street)

This unusual museum, located 
in a tram that was presented to 
Minsk by 

residents of Leningrad in 1959, ac-
quaints one with the history of the 
tram service in the capital and its 
pioneers. Among the exhibits are a 
uniform coat of the first tram driver, 
Alexey Borisov, fragments of rails 
on which horse-drawn trams ran 
during the 19th century and about 
two hundred historical pictures and 
many other things.

Oceanography Centre
(3 Brilevskaya Street)

Even in Belarus it is possible 
to travel by water. The oceanog-
raphy centre — Open Ocean — is 
divided into five ocean-halls with 
unusual exhibits and inhabitants: 

fire-fish, sheat-fish, anemo-
nes and others. Recently, 

a crab named Petrovich 
moved here and it is 
said that this crab will 
predict the results of 
the games of the Ice 
Hockey World Cham-
pionship.

Museum of Money 
of National Bank of 
Belarus
(6 Krasnoarmeiskaya 
Street)

The museum is in-
teresting not only to cur-

rency collectors. Here, visitors can 
see rare Byzantine coins of 10-11th 
centuries, a leather purse in which 
were found 127 coins of Golden 
Horde, collections of money from 
Prague, Western European thal-
ers, Spanish reals and many other 
things.

Museum of Beer in Minsk
(30 Kiselev Street)

The Museum of Beer of the 
Alivaria Brewery will definitely be 
to the hockey fans’ liking, many of 
whom are certainly big fans of beer. 
Visitors to the museum will learn 
how beer is made, how to cor-
rectly use this product, and how it 
matches various dishes. They could 
even participate in the process of 
preparation of this beverage.

Top-5 of unusual museums of Minsk

By Svetlana Overyanova

The stage of Minsk’s 
Sports Palace hosted the 
crowning ceremony of the 
new Miss Belarus after the 
results of the 9th National 
Beauty Pageant finals were 
announced under a storm 
of applause. The crown was 
presented to Victoria by 
the winner of 2012, Yulia 
Skalkovich from Brest. The 
golden piece of jewellery 
was created by order of the 
National Beauty School back 
in 2004. The crown features 
five hundred cubic zirconia 

and topazes and weighs 120 
grams.

The new beauty queen 
will now be able to repre-
sent Belarus at the 2014 Miss 
World Pageant, while also 
participating in cultural and 
charity events in Belarus 
and abroad. The organisers 
of the contest — the ONT 
TV Channel — presented a 
further special prize to Vic-
toria Miganovich — a trip 
to Paris, a make-up work-
shop, consultations with a 
nutrition specialist, a yoga 
course, and a professional 
photo-shoot; Victoria will 

now have an opportunity to 
learn how the fashion indus-
try works and get some first-
hand experience.

Kristina Martsinkevich 
from Minsk was crowned 
First Runner Up while the 
Second Runner Up posi-
tion went to Darya Fomina 
from the Belarusian capital. 
The young ladies will repre-
sent Belarus at international 
beauty forums such as Miss 
Europe and Miss Interconti-
nental.

Victoria Vasilevskaya 
from Minsk received the ti-
tle of Miss Top Model, while 

Angelina Nerushkina 
from Mogilev was named 
Miss Friendship. Accord-
ing to Internet voting, 
Veronika Batvenkova 
from Mogilev became 
Miss Audience Choice. 
The winners of these 
categories will also receive 
money prizes.

Yana Zhdanovich from 
Bobruisk became Miss Pho-
to, and Anastasia Kuznet-
sova from Vetka was 
recognised by the jury 
for having the most 
beautiful evening 
dress.

Crown of new queen only 
accompanies beauty 
Smorgon’s Victoria Miganovich wins Miss Belarus-2014 title

Beauty in 
small design
By Stanislav Galkovsky

Bonsai — Music, Stark in 
Branches, a unique exhibition 

of dwarf trees, takes place 
in Gomel

30 showpieces of conifer-
ous and broadleaves spe-
cies are the work of local 
horticulturist, Dmitry 

Vikharev, who has taken 
a great interest in bonsai 

technics for over 13 years. 
The art of miniature live forms 

is very old and was specially de-
veloped in Japan. About 30 spe-
cies of bonsai are known to ex-

ist with Mame being the most 
expensive and the smallest (no 

more than 7.5cm high) of them. 
Pine is a traditional tree for this 
creative work, with its branches 
daintily formed into tiny and in-
tricate hieroglyphs.
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Exhibition of the Avant-gARTe. From Square to Object project


