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Looking 
back a 
hundred 
years
By Mikhail Matievsky

The National Historical 
Archives of Belarus has, for 
the first time, published 
documents relating to the 
First World War

Archive Director Dmitry 
Yatsevich tells us that the Dra-
ma of the First World War pro-
ject is devoted to the centenary 
of the beginning of the First 
World War. He explains, “Our 
establishment has issued a book 
called Belarus During the First 
World War. Documents. 

It is the country’s first such 
publication of documents on 
this tragic period of history.” 
The edition presents more than 
200 documents from the Na-
tional Historical Archives and 
Grodno’s Historical Archives — 
each accompanied by editorial 
headings, notes, and nominal 
and geographical indexes.

Mr. Yatsevich comments that 
emphasis has been placed, fore-
most, on showing how Belaru-
sians lived during the occupa-
tion, and what happened on the 
home front. Some documents 
reveal the problem of refugees 
during the First World War, 
telling of Austrian-Hungarian 
and German prisoners of war. 
The edition should prove use-
ful to historians, students and 
all those interested in those dark 
days of history.

Variants 
for ‘how to 
become…?’
By Vladimir Samsonov

Belarusians would like to 
become actors, taxi drivers 
and programmers

According to Yandex search 
engine, actors, taxi drivers and 
programmers are the most pop-
ular professions on which infor-
mation is sought by Belarusians: 
linked to ‘how to become’.

The creative professions are 
often the subject of searches, 
with people keen to learn how to 
become a writer, actor, photog-
rapher or radio DJ. 

People also wonder how to 
join subcultures such as hip-
sters and hackers. Among the 
most extravagant requests are 
those asking ‘how to become a 
ninja’ or how to transform into 
fairy tale characters (a fairy, 
mermaid or magician). Others 
simply want to know how to be 
an optimist or how to become 
kinder, happier, more beautiful 
or wealthier.

According to Yandex, women 
have asked how to become ano-
rexic or ‘vanilla’, as well as how 
to become a ‘good wife’.

Some more serious requests 
include ‘how to become a dep-
uty’ or ‘how to become a better 
person’.

By Olga Bystrova

Guests and fans of the 
championship are offered 
several ways to reach the 
sports centres: metro, buses, 
city electric trains and indi-
vidual transport. Our MT 
correspondent found out, 
which of them is the most 
practical in terms of money 
and time.

Cheap and quick
The metro is tradition-

ally considered to be the 
fastest type of transport in 
a megapolis. However, it 
is impossible to reach the 
championship arenas exclu-
sively by metro and the route 
should be concluded by us-
ing ground transport. For 
example, the way from met-
ro station Ploshchad Lenina 
to Nemiga takes about ten 
minutes taking into ac-
count the need to change 
lines, whilst the bus section 
of the journey takes about 
half an hour. As a result, to 
get from the railway station 
to the Minsk-Arena will take 
about 40-50 minutes by this 
method.

One of the simplest vari-
ants of following this route is 
a trip just by bus. It will take 
nearly the same time from 
the railway station, taking 
into account the traffic. The 
advantage of this method is 
that it does not require you 
to change, and this means 
that risk of getting lost is 
reduced. At the same time, 
it is also possible to see the 
beauty of the capital through 

the bus window as the route 
runs through Nezavisimosti 
Avenue, Svobody Square, 
Nemiga, the Sports Palace 
and many other historical 
and cultural objects.

The railway offers an-
other direct route. The 
trip on a city electric train 
from the main railway sta-
tion to the stopping point 
Masyukovshchina, which is 
approximately 700 metres 
from Minsk-Arena, will take 
the shortest time — only 10 
minutes.

The second platform 
of the championship is the 
Chizhovka-Arena, and it is 
not so easy to reach from the 
capital’s main railway sta-
tion. The only direct way is 
offered by fixed-route taxis. 
The trip takes around half 
an hour. The second option 
would be the following: by 
metro to the Avtozavods-
kaya station then change to 
a bus or a trolley bus. The 
metro trip takes about 15-20 
minutes, and the surface leg, 
in the region of 8-10 min-

utes. In total, a 30-40 min-
utes journey.

Owners of the multi-
match ticket packages 
should consider purchasing 
a season ticket. It is possible 
to programme a range of dif-
ferent tariffs on the modern 
contactless smart cards: like 
trips by one or several types 
of transport during cer-
tain period of time, a week, 
half-month or month, and 
also from five to sixty single 
trips, which can be used on 
any type of public transport.

An electronic fare pay-
ment system operates in 
Minsk. In order to use a 
season ticket, it is necessary 
to press it to a special scan-
ning device — a validator. 
Instead of the habitual ticket 
punchers, ground transport 
is equipped with electronic 
punchers: the ticket for a 
single trip should be put to 
the aperture in the device, 
and it will display informa-
tion about the time of trip 
and route of the transport 
vehicle.

Routes of sports day
Eleven additional public 

transport routes have been 
organised for convenience 
of both residents and visitors 
to the matches during the 
period of the championship 
in Minsk. New lines will de-
liver spectators from railway 
station to the Student Village 
and championship arenas.

Tsentralny Bus Terminal 
— Minsk-Arena; 
Tsentralny Bus Terminal 
— Student Village; 
Tsentralny Bus Terminal 
— Chizhovka-Arena;
Minsk-Arena — 
Chizhovka-Arena;
Student Village — Minsk 
National Airport;
Student Village — 
Minsk-Arena;
Student Village — 
Chizhovka-Arena;
Avtozavodskaya 
metro station — 
Chizhovka-Arena;
Loshitsa stopping point 
— Chizhovka-Arena;
Nemiga metro station 
— Minsk-Arena;
Pushkinskaya metro 
station — Minsk-Arena.

City line trains will 
work in a special mode. The 
train schedule was devel-
oped to take into account 
its co-ordination with the 
championship matches, the 
irregularity of carrying out 
of competitions on week-
days and within 24 hours. 
Additional trains will run 
every 10-15 minutes to the 
Minsk-Arena (Masyukovs-

hchina stopping point) and 
Chizhovka-Arena (Loshitsa 
stopping point) from May 
9th till May 25th. Three 
pairs of trains will also be 
available to transport the 
fans to the stations at the 
beginning and end of each 
match. For the most ardent 
of them, planning to visit 
several matches during one 
day, these city line trains 
will be a real godsend. Dur-
ing the days of the World 
Championship, electric 
trains will run in a ‘through 
format’ according to a spe-
cial schedule, making it pos-
sible to get from Loshitsa to 
Masyukovshchina in just 20 
minutes.

Entrance is allowed by 
tickets

In total, 55-56 thousand 
people are expected in Be-
larus for the World Cham-
pionship. As the stream of 
tourists is expected through 
the National Airport in 
Minsk, and also from Lat-
via and Poland, in order to 
accelerate the procedure of 
boundary control for visi-
tors there have been special 
corridors allocated through 
which fans can pass through 
the border in three-five min-
utes. Apart from their pass-
port, they should also have 
the original or electronic 
version of the ticket for a 
championship match. Tour-
ists should keep this ticket 
before leaving the country 
as they will be asked to show 
a ticket together with their 
passport.

Road map takes into 
account all options
What is the most convenient transport to reach the arenas?
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