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By Veniamin Mikhalev

The importance of 
the Great Victory is 
based on the rescue of 
civilisation from the 
edge of destruction, 
and today it is openly 
said about the victory 
of the Soviet people. 
It was declared on 
May 8th, by Alexander 
Lukashenko in Moscow 
at an informal meeting 
of the Heads of State 
of Armenia, Belarus, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia 
and Tajikistan. The 
leaders of the states 
took part in the 
inspection of training 
on the management 
of Armed Forces of the 
Russian Federation, and 
then held an informal 
meeting at the Kremlin.

The President of Belarus 
said that planned training is 
evidence of that ‘Russia can 
defend itself, and has the ar-
maments to deliver a blow to 
those who want to come on 
Russian territory and try to 
solve their own issues here’. 
Mr. Lukashenko noted that 
power of Russia in militar-
ily respect is the protection 
of the interests of Belarus. 
From here it is the duty of 
CSTO on solidarity with 
Russia in the zone of respon-
sibility of the organisation 
and joint actions on military 
exercises.

While opening the infor-
mal meeting, the President 
of Russia paid attention to 
the fact that it was held in 
advance of Victory Day. In 
his opinion, the Victory re-
mains a powerful uniting 
factor for the people of for-
mer USSR.

Mr. Lukashenko in this 
connection noted, “Differ-
ent attempts were undertak-
en to belittle the role of the 
Soviet people in this victory, 
our role, of our people, up to 
charges that we started this 
terrible tragedy in the mid-
dle of last century. Thanks to 
that we have rallied, we are 
not ashamed to talk about 
the victory, we directly un-
derline that the victory and 
its importance lays in the 
fact that we rescued world 
civilisation from destruc-
tion...”

The President of Belarus 
reminded that in due time, 
discussing dangerous calls 
in the territory of CSTO, 
such countries as Afghani-
stan, Syria and Iraq were 
discussed. “It appears, that 
the world is so small and 
dynamic that this infection 
quickly spreads across the 
planet, and today already 
near the border of not only 
Tajikistan, Armenia, Kyr-
gyzstan and Russia, but also 
Belarus these unacceptable 
phenomena are revealed,” 

Alexander Lukashenko not-
ed, meaning the situation 
in Ukraine. Having paid at-
tention to events in Odessa, 
the President of Belarus said, 
“In general it leads us to bad 
parallels. And I see on TV 
screens that these parallels 
have already appeared. We 
remember Khatyn, when 
several hundred villages in 
the territory of Belarus were 
burnt by fascists by such a 
principle... Similar action in 
any states is unacceptable 
and all the more will be un-
acceptable, if we just quietly 
watch it happening. Natu-
rally, we cannot just watch, 
because these are our peo-
ple. The situation in Ukraine 
has developed very quickly, 
and it warns us, as well as the 
absolutely inadequate reac-
tion of our, if it is possible to 
call them, western partners. 
If it were just a diplomatic 
squabble… but people have 
died here, and the world 
community should act here 
unitedly, from position 
of concrete criteria which 
should be unequivocal...”

Mr. Lukashenko said, 
“We will stand by you in any 
situation... You, Vladimir 
Vladimirovich, should know 
that we will be near, shoul-
der to shoulder... We simply 
have no other way out as to 
be together. Staying one by 
one will lead to the situation 
that happens in Ukraine.”

At the meeting, they dis-
cussed actual questions of 
development of integration 
on the Eurasian space, and 
also the joint efforts within 
the limits of CSTO on the 
unconditional protection of 
their people.

At a bilateral meeting 
with Mr. Putin, Mr. Lu-
kashenko suggested co-ordi-
nated joint actions concern-
ing Ukraine, “I will not lie; 
we are disturbed by what is 
happening in Ukraine. Not 
from the point of view that 
we are afraid of something, 
as others start to intimidate 
us here, but from the point 
of view of what is happening 
there, but because the events 
in Odessa are inadmissible... 
This crisis will not end to-
morrow, and it directly in-
fluences both you, and us.”

The President of Belarus 
also suggested the discus-
sion of a question of the so 
called sanctions concerning 
Russia from the West.

Vladimir Putin thanked 
Alexander Lukashenko for 
his visit to Moscow on the 
eve of Victory Day. The 
President of Belarus also 
congratulated the Russians 
on this holiday. Alexander 
Lukashenko considered that 
the Belarusian divisions, to-
gether with Russian, should 
march in parade on the Red 
Square on the 70th anniver-
sary of the Great Victory.

In zone of 
responsibility

(Continued from page 1)
The parade was headed 
by the President, who 
laid a wreath at the 
Victory Monument. 
The ceremony was also 
attended by senior 
government officials, 
representatives of 
diplomatic missions, 
public organisations, 
and major religious 
confessions.

Dear veterans!
Dear fellow countrymen 

and foreign guests!

I heartily congratulate 
you on Victory Day — one 
of most honourable holi-
days on the Belarusian 
land. For millions of peo-
ple it has become an eternal 

testimony to the courage of 
the nations that overcame 
the world’s greatest evil, 
which is fascism.

Sixty nine years sepa-
rate us from that spring 
but the memory about the 
Great Patriotic War doesn’t 
fade. It lives in each city 
and village, is transferred 
from generation to genera-
tion; it comes from heart to 
heart while connecting all 
us together via a live thread 
of love towards Fatherland.

In those severe years the 
destiny of the mankind was 
decided in Russia, Belarus, 
and Ukraine hen. It was 
the Soviet-German front 
that decimated the Wehr-
macht. After trespassing 
upon Soviet Union bor-

ders the Nazi faced fiercest 
resistance. Young and old 
ones alike, the Soviet peo-
ple rose up to defend their 
Homeland. Nobody else in 
the world was as selfless as 
they were in fighting the 
‘brown plague’.

It was in the land watered 
with the blood of Soviet peo-
ple that the key battles were 
fought. Since the very first 
days of the war the true sec-
ond front appeared in the oc-
cupied Belarusian, Russian, 
and Ukrainian lands. Over 
one million partisans rose 
up against the Nazi — a great 
people’s army, whose actions 
were of strategic importance 
and were an important fac-
tor in destroying the enemy.

In the Soviet land in 
most difficult conditions 

ordinary people working 
on the home front secured 
the economic supremacy 
over the aggressor. Dur-
ing the war the Soviet Un-
ion produced two times as 
much combat hardware 
and weaponry that Hit-
ler’s Germany did. Mean-
while, the moral durability 
of our nation was the key 
USSR advantage in its fight 
against powerful and de-
structive military machine 
of the Third Reich.

The Soviet Union coun-
tered the man-hateful ide-
ology of Nazism with the 
ideology of humanism and 
internationalism. Over 100 
nations and nationalities of 
the USSR rose up together 
to defend the common Fa-

therland. Our Republic 
paid a dreadful price for 
the Great Victory — we lost 
every third resident of our 
Homeland.

Soviet Belarus has 
made an invaluable con-
tribution to the enemy’s 
downfall. It was a parti-
san republic. Over 500,000 
people were in the ranks 
of the underground resist-
ance movement; 88 of these 
were awarded the high title 
of the Hero of the Soviet 
Union. The heroic fight of 
the nation against fascism 
began in the Brest Fortress, 
as well as in battles near 
Grodno, Minsk, Polotsk, 
Lepel, Vitebsk, Borisov, 
Mogilev, and Gomel to con-
tinue till the last invader 
was ejected.

We’ll always remem-
ber those who fell in bat-
tles and were killed by the 
atrocity of fascists. Grate-
ful Belarus remembers you 
and honours your deed. 
We’ll do everything so that 
your great sacrifice for 
the sake of the Fatherland 
would not be in vain. The 
dreadful fire of wars, de-
structions and death must 
never again be lit in the Be-
larusian land.

I suggest honouring the 
memory of all the heroes 
and victims of the Great 
Patriotic War with a min-
ute of silence.

(Minute of silence.)
Dear friends!
This year marks two 

milestone events in the his-

tory. In July, we’ll celebrate 
70th anniversary of Bela-
rus’ liberation from the Na-
zis, while August will mark 
100th anniversary of the 
start of First World War. 

These memorable dates 
give much food for thought. 
Why do we see a new world-
wide fire flaring up just fol-
lowing three decades since 
WWI? How could a cave 
ideology of the Nazism gain 
momentum in the civilised 
Europe? Will the present 
political elite have enough 
wisdom and conscience to 
prevent new destructive 
conflicts?

Unfortunately, some 
politicians today bury the 
lessons of history in oblivi-
on and try to downgrade the 
role of the Soviet people in 
the Victory over the Nazis 
while also encouraging the 
rebirth of Nazism.

Purposeful steps are 
aimed at destabilisation of 
the political situation in 
sovereign states in order to 
please some political and 
geostrategic ambitions. We 
can see such examples in the 
Middle East, North Africa 
and other hotspots of the 
planet.

It is a pity to see that 
Ukraine has become one of 
such hotspots. Our broth-
erly Slavic country is facing 
a civil war, where brothers 
fight each other. We should 
stop it whatever it takes.

We’re concerned about 
the fact that these events 
are used as a pretext for the 
NATO to intensify their 
military activity directly 
at our Belarusian borders. 
This fact requires special 
security awareness and the 
unity of our nation.

We’ve learnt priceless 
lessons from the tragic 
events of the 20th century. 
We know the value of peace 
and concord and we will stay 
committed to our ideals.

Our Armed Forces are 
ready to defend the sover-
eignty of Belarus, the civil 
peace and concord from any 
invasion.

It is a duty of honour 
for every citizen to de-
fend the Fatherland and 
strengthen it.

Dear veterans!
The victory in May 1945 

is your greatest contribu-
tion to the rescue and de-
velopment of the human 
civilisation, to our com-
mon peaceful present and 
future.

Your generation has 
saved the country, restor-
ing it from ash and ruins. 

Great Victory 
makes us strong
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