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By Alexander Fiodorov

Yuri Neretin, Chief Engineer of 
the NIAEP JSC representative office 
in Belarus, told a mass media tour 
arranged for Belarusian and foreign 
reporters as part of the 6th AtomEx-
po-Belarus-2014 international exhi-
bition and conference, that, in line 
with agreements, the involvement 
of Belarusian companies in the work 
required to build the Belarusian nu-
clear power station will stay as high 
as possible.

“The involvement level may be 
higher or lower depending on the 
qualification a specific operation re-
quires. It’s unlikely that Belarusians 
will be involved in the installation of 
the reactor and the central circula-
tion line, but they certainly can do 
the rest,” he noted.

At present, five powerful Bela-
rusian construction companies and 
one Russian enterprise are used at 
the construction site of the Belaru-
sian nuclear power station. In partic-
ular, the Russian specialists take care 
of the reinforcement of the founda-
tion slabs for buildings and facilities.

According to the Belarusian 
Energy Ministry, over 80 Belaru-
sian companies displayed interest in 
work on the construction of the nu-
clear power station. Many of them 
already supply general industrial 
equipment, such as lifting equip-
ment, concrete, and reinforcements. 
Many Belarusian companies were 
registered in the NIAEP database 

as potential suppliers of equipment. 
Some suppliers were added to this 
database as part of the Atomex sup-
plier conference that was held within 
the framework of AtomExpo-Bela-
rus-2014 exhibition. 

The equipment the nuclear 
power station needs is graded, with 
different procedures used for ad-
mittance, acceptance, and order 
fulfilment control. The share of Be-
larusian components during the 

construction of the Belarusian nu-
clear power station is expected to be 
at least 25 percent.

Meanwhile, the decision by 
Vnesheconombank to provide Be-
larus with a loan to finance advance 
payments dealing with the construc-
tion of the nuclear power station may 
be adopted in the near future. This 
was announced by Belarus’ Prime 
Minister, Mikhail Myasnikovich af-
ter his meeting with the Chairman of 

Vnesheco nombank, Vladimir Dmit-
riev. “We’ve practically finished prepa-
rations for a large-scale agreement on 
credit support for the building of the 
Belarusian nuclear power station,” 
said the Head of the Government. “I 
think that today’s agreement will allow 
us to make the final decision soon”.

In December 2013, Vnesheco-
nom bank’s Supervisory Board made 
the decision to open a $500m credit 
line to the Belarusian Government 

for a period of 8 years. Credit re-
sources will be directed towards fi-
nancing advance payments dealing 
with the construction of the nuclear 
power station.

The State Corporation Bank 
for Development and Foreign Eco-
nomic Affairs (Vnesheconombank) 
in Rus sia and Bank BelVEB JSC are 
agent banks in servicing the Russian 
state export credit for the construc-
tion of the nuclear power station.

Professionals at the forefront
Belarusian specialists will be the main force at the construction site

By Katerina Charovskaya

With modern equipment meet-
ing global standards, the plant would 
not simply triple its efficiency, but 
significantly improve quality of its 
produce too. PM Mikhail Myasniko-
vich took part in the opening of the 
new workshop.

At present, the Belarusian linen 
branch is undergoing active mod-
ernisation and, last year, four linen 
mills were equipped with the latest 
imported equipment. During 2014, 
another six enterprises are to also be 
revamped. A tough task has been set: 
to complete these upgrades by the 
2014 harvest. Already, linen mills in 
the Korelichi District have reported 
on their progress: a Belgian line (re-
placing obsolete Soviet tools) was 
launched here four months ahead of 
schedule.

During his working trip, Mr. My-
asnikovich warned regional heads 
and linen mill directors about their 
foot-dragging regarding their mod-
ernisation. “Last year, the President 
toughly criticised local authorities for 
the slow pace of modernisation and 
economic innovations in the linen 
industry. Many promises were voiced 
but no progress was observed. We are 

now launching a new workshop in 
Korelichi and, in the coming weeks, 
will start a similar facility in Korma. 
Mills in Postavy, Orekhovsk and 
Lyakhovichi are next in line. Slutsk’s 
factory is in the worse condition now, 
but we’ll continue our work there as 
well,” the PM said.

Mr. Myasnikovich noted that 
modernisation should not be con-
fined to just branch reformation. 
The initial production stage is also 
underdeveloped, and flax growing 
and its further on-field processing 
means less than perfect supplies to 
line mills. The branch also needs no 
problems; everything must be taken 
care of — including the growing of 
flax and the making of linen clothes.

Special demands are placed on 
the mill heads. They need to seri-
ously work on the optimisation of 
their products’ prime cost. For ex-
ample, Br16m is spent to produce a 
tonne of flax fibre in Pruzhany and 

Br21m is the cost in Mstislavl. This 
difference of 30 percent is too much. 
Moreover, such price differentials 
create problems in reaching recoup-
ment, as global fibre prices fluctuate 
from Br18-19m.

The PM also stressed that the all 
the country’s agro-industrial com-
plex needs major modernisation, 
and the state has already developed 
its strategy of work with loss-making 
farms. “The latter need to understand 
that no debt relief would be accepted; 
rather, it would be restructured with 
a further debt repayment. The Heads 
of such farms should work seriously 
over the enhancement of their pro-
duce competitiveness, as well as wise 
expenditure of resources. A techno-
logical process must also be well met. 
Last year, we lost Br13m due to mis-
management. This figure matches 
the state support of the branch. Offi-
cials must meet the set tasks and bear 
the responsibility.”

Korelichi takes the lead 
New line to process 
long and short flax 
fibre launched at 
Korelichi-Len JSCBy Oksana Zakharova

On the eve of the Ice Hockey 
World Championship, 
Belarusian shops are actively 
introducing a Tax Free system, 
which allows the return of 
VAT for purchases made by 
foreigners

According to the experience of 
other countries, where such a sys-
tem has been long operating, buyers 
don’t miss an opportunity to save 
money on VAT, so sales volumes 
also increase. The Tax Free option 
was launched in Belarus last year 
and is now functioning in 70 Minsk 
shops. Over that period, about 300 
VAT return cheques have been is-
sued in the capital alone — worth 
over Br800m. In particular, guests 
from Lithuania, Ukraine, Austria, 
Germany, Latvia, Estonia, Sweden, 
China, Israel, Italy, Angola, Cy-
prus, Yemen and Azerbaijan have 
taken advantage of this opportuni-
ty. Minsk’s GUM (city department 
store) became a pioneer in the Tax 
Free system in Belarus, where the 
first cheque to return 15 percent of 
the goods’ cost was drawn last Oc-
tober.

“At present, 85 cheques have 
been already drawn,” notes GUM’s 
Deputy Director Svetlana Pristupa. 
“The number of those wishing to 

use this bonus is increasing, with 
foreigners buying mostly jewellery, 
clothes, particularly Belarusian 
knitwear goods, as well as watches 
and souvenirs.”

The number of trade outlets, 
introducing the Tax Free system, 
has recently increased in the bor-
der regional centres. For example, it 
has now been operating in the cen-
tral department store in Brest since 
February.

VAT in our country is returned 
to foreigners if the purchase is over 
Br800,000, the goods must be pur-
chased on the same store and if 
made during one working day.

Tax Free option 
gains popularity

Five percent of work has been carried out on the construction of the Belarusian nuclear power station

Production using modern equipment will bring benefit 

Tax Free in Minsk GUM
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