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Business analyst Anton 
Komarov moved to the capital 
from his native Vitebsk more 
than ten years ago. While study-
ing at university, he lived in a 
hostel, then rented a room, then 
an apartment. He tells us, “At the 
end of last summer, we were in-
vited to apply for a rented apart-
ment. Within a few months, I was 
entering my new building in Sko-
rina Street, with the keys in my 
pocket. Of course, it’s cheaper 
to rent an apartment from the 
state than from a private owner. 
I used to pay $500 a month 
for a one-room apartment, 
furnished and with all appli-
ances; now, I pay $150 for an 
apartment of the same size, 
although it came only with 
wallpaper and linoleum on 
the floor.”

He laments that there 
are no shops within walk-
ing distance, having always 
chosen to live in districts 
with a great deal of infra-
structure: shops, public 
transport links, kinder-
gartens and schools. The 
nearest shop is now several stops 
away by public transport. While 
he appreciates that the rent is af-
fordable, he’s finding it difficult 
to make the apartment ‘his own’. 
While colleagues and acquaint-

ances manage to treat their flats 
as if they own them, he cannot 
settle, and has decided to save to 
buy an apartment.

One hundred applicants per 
apartment

In Western countries, people 
are used to the idea of renting: in 
G e r - many, only 40 percent 

of resi-

dents own their home, compared 
to about 85 percent in Belarus. 
However, rented housing allows 
the state to solve housing prob-
lems for citizens. About 15 years 
ago, it was agreed to expand the 

volume of rented housing, via 
new construction.

Last year 53,500 square metres 
of rented housing came into opera-
tion, with another 320,000 planned 
for this year: Minsk is gaining 
102,700 of this; the Brest Region — 

40,300; the Vitebsk Region 
— 24,600; the Gomel 

Region — 34,800; the 
Minsk Region — 

37,200; and the 
Mogilev Region 
— 25,600.

The De-
p a r t m e n t a l 
Deputy Head, 
Yelena Lu-
kashe v ich , 
who heads 
the De-
p ar t me nt 
for Legal 
Work and 
R e a l i s a -

tion of Housing Policy of Minsk 
Regional Executive Committee, 
tells us, “Rented housing is in great 
demand; in Minsk, there are more 
than 244,000 families who are in 
need for housing improvement 

and each rented apartment re-
ceives 50-100 applications.”

Rented housing is in great de-
mand countrywide, with the Be-
reza District in the Brest Region 
among the first to embrace the 
trend. A building on Promyshlen-
naya Street is now ready for occu-
pation, offering 37 flats. Of the 147 
applications, most are from those 
with young families. Two similar 
buildings have been erected in 
the regional centre, and a third is 
planned, with enough demand to 
continue.

Galina Polyanskaya, an expert 
in housing policy, explains that the 
state benefits from being able to 
class rented apartments as ‘hous-
ing improvements’. Many would 
argue that it’s not the state’s job to 
solve citizens’ housing problems 
but that it should help people to 
solve these problems themselves 
— as is world practice.

While the state erects blocks 
of flats for rental at affordable 
prices, private owners set their 
prices based on demand. In time, 
with the development of the state 
fund for housing via commercial 
tenancy, the two should become 
closer. This year, a lot of people 
will receive state rental apartments 
at low prices, creating competi-
tion for private owners, who may 
be compelled to reduce prices. The 
question is how long it will take for 
this process to become evident.

Rented accomodation: 
popular when affordable
More affordable housing planned, to help those on waiting lists for homes

Why do you think it is 
the right time to offer de-
grees in English in Belarus?

We are living in a rapidly 
changing world where over 
80 percent of all communica-
tion is in English. Major In-
ternet platforms and portals, 
research and innovations, 
textbooks and study materi-
als are mainly in English as 
well. Moreover, education has 
always been the forerunner of 
changes in society and science 
and thus it seems logical that 
the fundamentals of business, 
economics and investments 
should also be taught in Eng-
lish. Our students will have 
to operate in a multinational 
challenging world where Eng-
lish is very likely to become 

their main language of com-
munication. Direct access to 
foreign resources, textbooks, 
and classes with foreign pro-
fessors will become a reality 
in the programme we offer for 
both foreign and Belarusian 
students. This will also lead 
to more diversity and multi-
culturalism in the classroom 
while facilitating the develop-
ment of tolerance and ability 
to establish friendly ties with 
people from different coun-
tries, religions and cultures.

What are the advantag-
es of studying in Belarus?

First of all, the Business 
Administration degree of-
fered by the School of Busi-
ness and Management of 
Technology of BSU provides 

business education that 
meets international stand-
ards. The language of instruc-
tion is English. We offer an 
interactive and experience-
based learning process. The 
teaching experience that we 
have acquired over the years 
is based not only on the de-
grees received by our faculty 
in Belarus but also on their 
international experience in-
cluding degrees, internships 
and training in European 
and American universities. 
The study process focuses on 
the development of interper-
sonal and team work skills, 
as well as decision-making, 
leadership and negotiation 
skills. We use modern infor-
mation technologies, provide 

comfortable study conditions 
and offer opportunities to 
have internships in the most 
successful Belarusian and 
foreign companies. 

Studying in English will 
provide even more opportu-
nities for students to further 
master their command of the 
English language. Students 
will have access to foreign 
textbooks and other mate-
rials in English. They will 
have classes taught by visit-
ing professors from the Euro-
pean Union countries and the 
United States. 

Our diploma will allow 
students to work as manag-
ers, economists, marketers, 
and business analysts in Be-
larus and abroad. For those 
wanting to continue their 
studies there is also an Eng-
lish MBA programme that al-
lows to deepen the knowledge 
of business processes and im-
prove management skills.

Another great advantage 
is the country itself. Located 
in the centre of Europe, Be-
larus serves as a gate and a 
link between Russia and the 
European Union. Border-
ing Russia, Poland, Ukraine, 

Latvia and Lithuania, Be-
larus maintains hospitable 
friendly relations with all its 
neighbours and does business 
not only with them but many 
other countries in the world.

Belarus’ uniqueness lies 
in the exceptional hospita-
bility of its people, their wel-
coming and generous nature 
and kind soul. Feeling safe 
and protected is another im-
portant feature if one decides 
to study and live in Belarus. 
Lack of violence, racial, eth-
nic and religious tolerance 
also count as another advan-
tage of a cosy country in the 
heart of Europe.

Belarus is an exceptional 
country for it has given the 
world a number of prominent 
scientists, artists, sportsmen, 
and astronauts. The names of 
the greatest avant-garde artist 
Marc Chagall, the founder of 
the film studio Metro-Goldw-
yn-Mayer and ‘Oscar’ father 
Louis Burt Mayer, the Nobel 
Prize winner physicist Zhores 
Alferov, science fiction writer 
Isaac Asimov, astronauts Pi-
otr Klimuk, Vladimir Kovale-
nok, Oleg Novitsky, one of the 
creators of the supersonic jet 

Pavel Sukhoi made Belarus 
famous all over the world.

Grandparents and par-
ents of Ralph Lauren (the 
worldwide fashion empire), 
Wayne Gretzky (the greatest 
hockey player of all times), 
Michael Douglas (a famous 
Hollywood actor), Erica Jong 
(one of the most prominent 
writers of the XX century) 
were from Belarus. 

Olympic and world 
champions including Darya 
Domracheva, Victoria Aza-
renko, Maxim Mirnyi, Al-
exander Medved made Be-
larusian school of biathlon, 
tennis, and wrestling stand 
out as well.

Thus, the advantages 
are numerous and possibili-
ties are unlimited. Welcome 
to Belarus and the School of 
Business and Management 
of Technology of Belarusian 
State University!

Contact person  — head of 
the programme Yekaterina 

Sadovskaya, Head of 
Business Communication 

Chair, Candidate of 
Philological Sciences, 

Associate Professor.
Tel..:+375447381394, 

+375172104106
www.sbmt.by

About Business Administration Bachelor Degree offered 
in English at the School of Business and Management  

of Technology of Belarusian State University

Vladimir V. Apanasovich initiated the creation of the BSU 
School of Business and Management of Technology and 
has been its director since its founding in 1996.
Doctor of Science and Full Professor, Prof. Apanasovich 
has established broad international scientific and 
academic relations with foreign universities and 
organisations. He is the Chairman of the Association 
of Business Education and the Head of the Organising 
Committee of the Actual Problems of Business Education 
and Innovation Processes and Corporate Management 
annual international scientific-practical conferences.

Prices on 
medicines to 
be unified
Deputies of the National 
Assembly’s House of 
Representatives have recently 
adopted in their first reading a 
list of amendments to the Law 
on Medicines 

From now on, tabs and potions 
would be prescribed not only by 
doctors but also nurses, with their 
sales arranged both at pharmacies 
and thematic exhibitions. At present, 
prices on medicines vary at different 
pharmacies but, in line with a draft 
law, the notion of a ‘selling cost’ is 
introduced. This price is fixed by a 
producer on registering a medicine at 
the Centre of Medicine Expertise and 
Registration. As a result, a single price 
policy is planned and, in the future, a 
unified retail and wholesale margin 
would be established. 

The Deputy Chair of the Stand-
ing Committee on Health Protec-
tion, Physical Culture, Family and 
Youth Policy — Yelena Shamal — is 
convinced that the proposed novelty 
would cut prices on medicines, while 
ensuring their wider accessibility for 
people. In addition, a procedure of 
medicines’ state registration would be 
simplified. 

Deputy Victor Valyushitsky won-
dered whether these new amend-
ments wouldn’t result in less control 
over medicines’ turnover but Health 
Protection Minister Vasily Zharko 
explained, “Control will never be lost: 
each new batch is subject to an ob-
ligatory laboratory examination. Last 
year, we tested 115,000 batches and 
rejected 125 of them (those included 
17 domestic and 108 foreign drugs). 
In the recent decade, no faked medi-
cines were imported to our country.” 

Two rented houses for High-Tech Park 
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