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Wonderful 
adventures 
of young 
photographer
By Sergey Sokolov

PhotoAutism art project held 
at Minsk’s Memorial Museum-
Workshop of Zair Azgur

The PhotoAutism art project has 
opened with an exhibition of works 
by Ivan Shevtsov, aged 19. His al-
ternative mindset offers an unusual 
perspective, concealed from most 
people. Ivan began taking photo-
graphs when he was 12, and has al-
ready participated in an exhibition at 
‘Ў’ Gallery (2012) and in the Ne Takie 
(Not Such) art project (hosted by the 
Palace of the Republic in 2013).

The Ocean of Belarus. The Life and 
Wonderful Adventures of Ivan Shevtsov 
exhibition includes a documentary. 
Until the end of January, children with 
autism will be brought to view the 
show and to enjoy master classes by 
photographer and astronomer Victor 
Malyshchits. Touch of Souls is also be-
ing performed by the Plastic Theatre, 
while a performance of the puppet 
theatre actors is also planned.

Illusive 
moments of 
harmony
Exhibition of Czech photos 
opens in Vitebsk

The exhibition at the Marc 
Chagall Art Centre features works 
by Martin Stranka — a professional 
photographer from the Czech Re-
public, whose shots capture the illu-
sive mood of the moments between 
sleep and our awakening. Stranka’s 
photographic images embrace a place 
of harmony and peace, with autumn 
aromas and sparkling dust particles 
flying in the sunset air. His charming 
technique uses pigment printing on 
Museo Silver Rag paper.

Slutsk sash 
returns to 
native land
By Sergey Smirnov

Of great historical and cultural 
value, the Slutsk sash has 
enriched the exposition of the 
Slutsk Museum of Local Lore, 
History and Economy. Here, an 
exhibition is taking place, and 
residents and guests of the town 
can admire this unique exhibit.

Until recently, due to its history, 
the motherland of the Slutsk sash did 
not have any complete sashes. Today 
this gap has finally been filled. A pri-
vate collector, who had had a Slutsk 
sash in his collection, and had want-
ed to sell it, has recently contacted 
the museum. Experts from the Na-
tional Art Museum have examined 
the item and concluded that the sash 
is real, and was woven locally, some-
time between 1762 and 1780.

The exhibit costs $90,000, and 
this money was raised by residents 
of Slutsk, businesspeople and state 
organisations.

By Yekaterina Smirnova

The auroch and stork are tradi-
tionally viewed as symbols of Belarus, 
but Galina proposes the addition of 
cats with short tails (or none at all), 
having begun breeding them six years 
ago. So far, over a dozen of her unu-
sual cats have been born.

From kutsak to lynxor
On entering Galina’s flat, I’m 

welcomed by a ginger cat, which 
casts its eye over me before run-
ning to hide under a sofa. Looking 
carefully, I see that he has no tail. 
“That’s Abrikos,” Galina tells me, 
adding, “My new breed cats are ex-
tremely shy, preferring to hide from 
people they don’t know. Here is his 
mother, Cherry, who has a 7cm tail. 
Not long ago, she gave birth to two 

kittens: one has a tail just 1cm long 
while the other is tailless.”

She takes me into the living room, 
where the kittens are playing in a large 
box. I can’t help but stroke them as 
Galina explains, “A decade ago, I vis-
ited my relatives in their village and 
noticed cats with ‘broken’ tails. Five 
years later, on his return, my husband 
was surprised to see tailless cats in the 
village. Being a biologist, I became in-
terested and asked for a photo. I tried 
to discover their origin and was told 
that a large tailless cat had arrived in 
the village from the forest, fathering 
the unusual kittens. I then decided to 
breed my own, asking my relatives to 
give me three kittens: females Cherry 
and Garsia and a male, called Grand.”

Galina has since received permis-
sion from the International Phelino-
logical Federation to breed this vari-

ety of cat. Interestingly, each tailless 
feline gives birth to just a couple of 
kittens — mostly males.

Look but don’t touch
While petting Brungilda, I 

wonder how much attention the 
cats draw at shows. Galina admits, 
“People often ask if they can touch 
my cats, wondering where their 
tails are. Some even think that 
we cut off their tails in the 
first days of their 
life. There’s 
no sense in 
a r g u i n g 
and I 
e v e n think 
of sim- p l y agree-
ing with them for the sake 
of peace! A religious woman 
once berated me for inter-

fering with God’s creatures. I tried in 
vain to explain that we’re only pre-
serving the breed. I also remember 
attending a show at which The Mas-

ter and Margarita was being 
staged. On seeing Abrikos, 
the actor playing Voland 
forgot his lines and stopped 
to stroke him!”

Irina adds that cats use 
their tails to express 

their feelings, as 
well as their 

bodies, say-
ing, “Once, a 

woman at a show 
was chatting to 
me when Abrikos 
suddenly turned 
up his nose ar-

rogantly. It was a clear 
demonstration!”

Incredible felines without their tails 
Galina Andryushina, from Gomel, proposes new breed

By Yekaterina Panteleeva

On entering the room, my heart 
sinks a little: to the left of the win-
dows are three shelves of dolls, their 
faces taking me back to my child-
hood, 15 years ago. Lyuba tells us, 
“In the 1990s, all girls dreamt of Bar-
bie. However, we only had access to 
poor-quality fakes. The first my par-
ents gave me had one hand darker 
than the other.”

Approximately two years ago, 
Lyuba went looking for 1990s Bar-
bies, noting, “I bought a ‘Mermaid’ 
doll from a Minsk resident, adver-
tised online. It was the first in its 
series. Unfortunately, it no longer 
had its original outfit. I found it two 
years later, on an American auction. 
It then took two months for the par-
cel to arrive.”

I notice Barbie ‘Secret Hearts’, 
who once smiled from the cover 
of a ‘Barbie’ sticker book. 
We used to spend all our 
pocket money on buying 
those stickers.

Lyuba recalls, 
“One Russian firm 
raffled off such 
dolls, asking us to send 
in stubs. Some girls 
from my courtyard 
won but wouldn’t bring 
the precious doll out-
side, so I visited them at 
home. I was able to hold 
a real Barbie, just for 
one minute.”

Another two beau-
ties in smart dresses attract my at-
tention and Lyuba tells me, “These 
are ‘kholideiki’ (holiday dolls) issued 
just before Christmas and New Year 
since 1988. I have the 1989 and 1990 
models. Some people only collect 
‘kholideiki’.” I ask if she knows any 
other collectors but she admits that 
this is only so from online forums, 

explaining, “Online, I’ve chatted to a 
man from Russia who collects ‘dolls 
of the world’: Barbie dressed as a 
princess from India or in Russian na-
tional costume.”

I’m surprised at a man being in-
terested in these dolls but Lyuba in-
sists that quite a few men are serious 
collectors. “Such toys are collected by 
a wide range of people. Most are girls 

but there are some men, and even old 
ladies. Many collections boast 100-
150 exhibits. One friend’s apartment 
has a room crammed with dolls. She’s 
not a collector; she just buys them for 
her little daughter.”

Suddenly, I see Kira and Chris-
tie — Barbie’s Asian and Afro-
American friends. Lyuba explains, 

“I bought the first within six months 
of starting my collection but, for 
some reason, I decided that I didn’t 
like her and got rid of this doll. 
Time passed, and it became clear 
that, without her, my collection was 
incomplete. I started searching for 
her again and came across her by 
accident: a seller asked whether I’d 
like to visit to see her collection and 

there was the Barbie I’d fallen out 
with. Meanwhile, once I had a doll 
I couldn’t get on. Once she was pre-
sent in my flat, I felt uncomfortable!”

Celebrity dolls
On the top shelf, I notice dolls 

just like real girls.
Lyuba notes, “They don’t move 

and, unlike Barbie, are created to 
look like real celebrities: Ursula An-
dress in the character of a Bond girl, 
Penélope Cruz as Angelica in Pirates 
of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides, 
and two Shakiras (there are eight 
versions in all).

Do any look like you?
I can’t answer this question mod-

estly but there is a doll with long dark 
hair that my son Vanyusha calls 
‘Doll-mum’.

How do people react to your 
collection?

My husband supports me, as he 
collects lighters. He especially likes 
1990s Barbies, as they are part of his 
childhood too. Visitors often photo-

graph the dolls and ask what I actu-
ally do with them.

Tell us more...
When I was 5, I was 

coming home late with my 
parents when we passed 
a basement window in 
which was sitting a dirty, 

matted-haired doll, 
looking out at me. I 
convinced my father 

to take a torch and re-
trieve the doll. Despite 

its state, after a few 
hours of cleaning, it 
was like new. Since 

then, I’ve understood 
that I love such toys. I’m 

serious person, being a 
lawyer, so it can help 
to spend a few min-
utes looking at my 

dolls when I feel weary. It helps revive 
me. Many view collecting as the pur-
suit of the lonely, but it’s not true in 
my case. I’m a happy wife and moth-
er; my dolls are simply an interesting 
hobby and make me nostalgic for my 
childhood. My collection proves that 
dreams can come true, no matter how 
many years pass.

Dolls of European, Asian 
and African ethnicity
Collector Lyubov Chernyavskaya has about 50 Barbie dolls, made 
by the same American firm, which began production in 1959. We 
get a closer look and discuss what makes the collection so special. Lyubov Chernyavskaya

The collection of Barbie dolls amazes visitors


