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By Andrey Fiodorov

Big artistes will become a 
feature of the Hippopotamus 
Show, which was launched in 
the Belarusian State Circus 
from January 31st. The Hip-
popotamus Show is the world’s 
only attraction of animal train-
ers Lyudmila Akhundova and 
Honoured Artist of Russia 
Tofik Akhundov. In the circus 
arena the hippopotami grace-
fully turn on their backs, de-
liberately play leapfrog, a build 
‘pyramid’ and even dance.

These heavy circus stars 
have come from Nizhny 
Novgorod. Every artiste has 
travelled in a customised van 
that contains a swimming pool, 
in order to make the journey 
not so wearisome. Now the 
guests are resting after their 
passage, and waiting to move 
to the building of the Belaru-
sian State Circus. For conveni-
ence, and the comfort of the 

stars, a big tub will be delivered 
to Minsk where they can de-
stress after performances.

Apart from the hippopota-
mus show, the audience will re-
ceive one more gift — trained 
monkeys that perform tricks 
with teeterboards and per-

form flip-flaps without leads. 
Performers of many contests, 
artistes of various circus genres 
from Belarus and Russia — tra-

peze artists, balance-masters, 
jugglers, acrobats on masts and 
horse riders — will also partici-
pate in the programme.

Van with swimming pool for 
travelling of exotic artistes
Dancing hippos 
go on tour with 
the Belarusian 
State Circus

Tragedy 
finds 
reflection
By Andrey Fiodorov

Gruz 300 exhibition, 
the project of Sergey 
Shilo, devoted to the 
25th anniversary 
of withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, opened 
in big showroom of 
the Vitebsk’s Centre 
of Contemporary Art 
Museum

“This project pays tribute 
to the memory of the tragedy 
of the people who survived the 
war in Afghanistan. I under-
stand the crosses which those 
people bear that have seen the 
tragedy, that is art and part of 
it,” said Sergey Shilo, at the 
opening of the exhibition.

The name of the project 
also reflects the tragedy. Gruz 
means ‘cargo’, the wounded 
who have returned from Af-
ghanistan. “There are many 
people who have had some-
thing to do with those events. 
Gruz 300 is the transport with 
the wounded and the freight 
that causes wounds,” said Ser-
gey Shilo.

According to the words of 
the painter, realisation of the 
Afghanistan project belongs to 
the soldiers and international-
ists. It was they that proposed 
to the painter Sergey Shilo to 
become widely occupied with 
the theme. 

Not for the first time, crea-
tive works of the painter were 
presented in Vitebsk. Earlier, 
in Vitebsk’s Centre of Contem-
porary Art, museum exhibi-
tions of Sergey Shilo, devoted 
to the Great Patriotic War, 
took place.

By Andrey Fiodorov

The Golden City exhibi-
tion is a story about the city 
of Jerusalem, where times, 
people and beliefs mixed. 
The exhibition was very 
warm. According to art his-
torian, Rabiga Karaulova, 
all visitors to the photo 
exhibition could feel the 
real breath of the ancient 
city. “All this is because the 
project is professionally ar-
ranged. General views are 
alternated with close-up 
views, as well as static and 
dynamic compositions, col-
our, light and shade. Style 
combines actuality and fig-
urativeness. In the photos, 
everything is truth, all is 

the author’s story,” said Ms. 
Karaulova.

The photos are united 
by the loving glance of 
the author at this assorted 
life, which contains much 
young drive and wise rest. 
All the works are penetrat-
ed by ‘Ars vitae’ — art to live 
— here and now, grieving 
and rejoicing. They have an 
aura of vitality and positiv-
ity about them, which helps 
us to understand the main 
thing in this country, its 
people and culture.

According to the photo 
artist, he learned how to 
use a camera in the Mogi-
lev House of Pioneers. 
“Even today, I try to master 
and keep up with techni-

cal progress which tries to 
quickly run away from me. 
This progress, by its incom-
prehensibility, tries to cast 
despondency over me, but 
nevertheless I am still an op-
timist. I photograph, photo-
graph and photograph,” said 
Mikhail Zakashansky.

The photo artist was 
born in 1949 in Kamchatka. 
He finished school in Mog-
ilev and then graduated 
from the Belarusian State 
Theatre and Art Institute. 
Then he was teaching in the 
Yaroslavl Theatre College. 
After that he worked as a 
director. Now the photo 
artist lives in Vilnius and 
makes photography his 
business.

Breath of 
ancient city
Exhibition of photo master Mikhail 
Zakashansky held in exhibition hall of the 
Ethnography Museum of Mogilev

By Vladimir Samsonov

The Hungarian Rhapsody. Artists of 
Szolnok exposition, displaying primarily 
painting and graphical pieces, features 
works by 24 Hungarian painters. All 

of the works were created by one of the 
biggest and most prominent group of 
artists from Szolnok. The most valuable 
works include masterpieces by László 
Mednyánszky, Ferenc Olgyay, Vilmos 
Aba-Novak and Istvan Zador. This is 

the first joint exhibition with Hungary 
since the days of the Soviet Union.

After being showcased at the Na-
tional Art Museum of Belarus, the 
exposition has now moved to Mogi-
lev. After that, the paintings will travel 

around the country, visiting other re-
gional centres and cities in Belarus. 
According to the agreement with the 
János Damjanich Museum in Szolnok, 
the exhibition will be on display in Be-
larus until June 2014.

Unique masters of Hungarian rhapsody

In honour 
of painters
By Sergey Smirnov

The gallery, named 
in honour of famous 
Gomel painters, Maria 
Yegorova and Valentin 
Yegorov, opened in the 
Gomel Regional Library

The new exhibition hall 
was created to introduce 
works of painters, graphic 
artists, sculptors, masters of 
arts and crafts of the Gomel 
Region. The opening of 
such a gallery will allow 
them to organise personal 
and thematic exhibitions 
of work by local artists, to 
introduce the achievements 
of contemporary artists to 
Gomel residents and to ex-
plore the domestic history 
of fine arts.

Gomel artists, Maria 
Yegorova (1937-2007) and 
Valentin Yegorov (1935-
2012), after whom the gal-
lery is named, are two of 
the best Belarusian artists. 
Their fates are pages in the 
history of the Fatherland. 
During the opening of the 
gallery, their works were in-
troduced by their son Igor, 
who, as an artist himself, 
continues his parents’ dy-
nasty of artists.

Creative works by 19th-early 20th century Hungarian painters on display at Pavel Maslenikov Mogilev Regional Museum

Exhibition provokes contemplation

Complex tricks, fancy riding 
and even a waltz from hippo 

— everything is on show at 
the Belarusian State Circus


