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St. Valentine’s 
Day record
By Olga Kiseleva

Belarusian singer Gunesh 
expecting this year to be rich 
in plans

February will see Gunesh tour-
ing with her What’s in Your Heart 
concert programme: named ‘best 
tour’ by the 3rd National Music 
Awards of Belarus. She’ll then be 
working on a new live show and 
plans to release a new solo album; 
although the exact release date is 
yet to be confirmed, it’s thought 
that the CD may coincide with St. 
Valentine’s Day.

The 12-track album is to fea-
ture Belarusian composers Leo-
nid Shirin, Yury Vashchuk and 
Fiodor Zhilyak, as well as Azer-
baijani Isa Melikov and Zakhra 
Badalbeyli, and Ukrainian Oleg 
Zholtikov. Several compositions 
by Gunesh will also be included. 
“My Eurovision compositions will 
be reflected on the disc, as we in-
tend it to have a European flavour 
— unlike my previous albums,” 
Gunesh explains.

The singer plans to not only 
release new songs but make some 
new videos, promising fans, “Last 
October, I had my first official 
meeting with fans: a really hap-
py and momentous event. They 
prepared many surprises for me, 
including singing songs from my 
repertoire, and giving me my fa-
vourite flowers and souvenirs, 
and many kind words. In turn, I 
promised to fulfil all their wishes 
and, of course, to meet more often 
in the new year.”

Orthodox 
carols from 
early days
By Andrey Smirnov

The Golden Voice of Serbia, 
Divna Ljubojevic, received 
the Loyalty and Faith Public 
Recognition Order during her 
concert in Minsk

The award was founded by the 
Family-Unity-Fatherland charity, 
the Public Morality Council of 
the Republic of Belarus and Par-
ents and Teachers for the Revival 
of Orthodox Education civil as-
sociation. According to the award 
founders, information on the or-
der is included in the state heral-
dic register of Belarus.

Taking part in Divna Ljuboje-
vic’s concert was her Melody Choir 
and the festive choir of the St. 
Elizabeth Monastery. The organ-
isers of the concert were the Mis-
sionary Department of St. Nicho-
las of Japan Church and that of St. 
Elizabeth Monastery.

The repertoire of the Melody 
Choir included early Orthodox 
carols of the Byzantine, Serbian, 
Bulgarian and Russian chants, as 
well as works by contemporary 
composers. Apart from church 
services, the choir has performed 
more than 400 concerts, while 
also taking part in many interna-
tional festivals.

By Lyudmila Minakova

Entering the stage of the Palace 
of the Republic to receive the special 
jury prize of the National Musical 
Award is worth a great deal, espe-
cially if you come from a small Pole-
sie village. The national Veras folk 
group, from Veresnitsa, in the Zhit-
kovichi District, has become famous 
countrywide. Its cheerful and enter-
taining Lisapet is a ‘national hit’, to 
the delight of all those involved — 
some of whom are aged around 70.

“Oh-oh-oh, for us it’s like an 
‘Oscar’. Such an event!” smiled Lidia 
Petrichits, a senior member of the 
group, sharing her delight. “It’s an 
honour to walk upon this stage and 

to perform before such a huge audi-
ence.”

Residents of Veresnitsa have 
been singing in Veras for 60 years, 
one generation following the next. 
However, the group’s repertoire 
continues to raise audiences to 
their feet, bringing joy. The head 
of the group, Svetlana Lyashkevich, 
tells us, “We sing Belarusian, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian songs. Few of 
our group of 16 have a professional 
education. Our repertoire is local, 
featuring our own compositions or 
those borrowed from neighbours. 
Our main ringleader writes chas-
tooshkas, fairy-tales and songs. 
Lidia Petrichits’ national hit Lisapet 
was inspired by a woman she met at 

a sanatorium; we adapted it to our 
local language, for performance in 
cities and villages.” 

Veresnitsa artists have been sing-
ing Lisapet for about six years and 
didn’t originally consider it to be a 
hit, being just another in their rep-
ertoire. “Our district was giving an 
annual concert in Rechitsa,” Svetlana 
explains. “Our ensemble was recog-
nised and invited to the Call of Pole-
sie festival in Lyaskovichi, perform-
ing Lisapet for the President. We go 
everywhere with this song, always 
being asked to perform Lisapet.”

Of course, the group has sev-
eral other famous songs — such as 
Grom-Baby. Next year, they promise 
new surprises.

Having performed at the region-
al and Republican Dozhinki festival, 
the group recently sung for workers 
in the Bryansk Region of the Rus-
sian Federation. Svetlana adds, “We 
agree to invitations with pleasure. 
Our ladies say, ‘Svetlana, wherever 
we’re invited, we’ll go — even to 
China. We’re ready for everything!’”

The ensemble has appeared sev-
eral times on Belarusian TV, and is 
often asked to perform at company 
parties around the capital.

With Lisapet — even to China
Last year becomes high point for Veras folk group

By Lyudmila Minakova

This talented young man, aged 
just 27, has been called ‘an elite mu-
sician’, ‘a virtuoso master’ and ‘an 
accordion tamer’. He has already 
travelled worldwide, winning pres-
tigious musical contests.

Aged 5, Polotsk’s Vlad took up 
the accordion and, just two years 
later, surprised everyone at a St. 
Petersburg international festival 
by playing Tchaikovsky’s Children’s 
Album (24 technically complicated 
pieces). Famous far and wide across 
the globe, his concerts always gath-
er full houses. A certain Portuguese 
fan even bought every ticket for one 
show, so that he could listen alone 
to Mr. Pligovka’s performance.

Do you remember your first 
experience with an accordion?

Everything began in my early 
childhood, when I managed to open 
the cover and reach the keys of an 
ancient piano, which belonged to my 
grandfather, from Baku; I hit them 
with my toy hammer and, eventual-
ly, damaged the edges of the keys. My 
father was furious, since the piano 
was an antique, but my parents no-
ticed my interest in music and bought 
me a small accordion — a semi-toy. 
I learnt to play ‘Chizhyk-pyzhik’ and 
then mastered Oginski’s ‘Polonaise’. 
After this success, my parents were 
convinced of my capabilities and 
asked a famous teacher, musical 
college lecturer Mikhail Ivashkin, to 
teach me. He was afraid at first, hav-
ing no experience with children and 
I was only just 5. However, under his 
tutelage, I finished a five-year pro-
gramme in just 3-4 months.

You began studying aged five 
and, by the time you were seven, 
were taking part in international 
competitions. In St. Petersburg, 
you shocked the audience by per-
forming Tchaikovsky’s 24 pieces, 
from his Children’s Album, for 
over an hour, without taking a 
break. Do you remember how you 
felt?

I remember that night as if it 
were yesterday. The hall was deco-

rated in an ancient style, with white 
timber, gold, candlesticks, frescoes, 
wood-carved chairs, sparkling par-
quet and subdued lighting. I remem-
ber the audience’s reaction and my 
explosion of feelings.

How many accordions 
have you ‘consumed’ so far?

Quite a few: around thir-
teen.

Do foreigners under-
stand our accordions?

Yes, as most European bands use 
them. They boast endless possibili-
ties, being able to reproduce an 
incredible number of tones, 
sounds and effects — 
such as birdsong and 
human breathing. 
It can replace an 
organ, a piano 
or a violin, as 
if containing 
a whole or-

chestra.

You’re now taking part in 
international contests as a jury 
member. What’s easier: playing or 
judging? And why?

Of course, it’s easier to judge oth-
ers, as you aren’t caught up in the 
excitement. However, you do bear 
great responsibility. I have many 
friends worldwide so, when their pu-
pils perform, I have to set aside my 
personal feelings.

You met your wife while trav-
elling abroad. Tell us more...

We met at a Bulgarian contest, 
in September 2008. It was a seri-
ous competition, featuring various 
instruments. Sasha is also an accor-
dion player, from Orenburg; we per-
formed one after another. We were 
waiting, standing in a corridor, re-
hearsing, when Sasha suddenly mis-
judged her place. It may have been 
my staring which disturbed her. It 
was her turn to come on stage and I 

could see that she 
was nervous.

I felt pity so I ap-
proached her, to ease 
her anxiety, saying, 
“Don’t worry; you’ll 
remember everything 
once you go on stage.” 
She looked at me with 
trust, and then per-
formed brilliantly. 
We kept in touch 
and she even pre-
dicted my Grand 
Prix prize. We 
exchanged de-
tails and went 
home but I then 
realised that 
something had 
been ignited. I 
was rehearsing for a World Cup 
(held in Scotland in October) and an 
international completion (in Italian 
Castelfidardo) but I simply couldn’t 
concentrate.

What about Sasha?
She called me every day, inspir-

ing me to win. After the contest, 
she was also a mess. Her teachers 
were reprimanding her, urging her 
to concentrate and asking what was 
wrong. She replied that she’d fallen 
in love and admitted that I was the 
object of her passion. They were all 
surprised as I was little known in 

Bul-
g a r -

ia, al-
though I’d 

already won 
various contests 

in Russia. Of course, I 
didn’t boast of my victories but 
Sasha learnt of them from her 

teachers. I took first prize in 
Italy and at the World Cup. 
After those competitions, 

I returned home, buying gifts 
and a train ticket, going straight 
to Sasha, to Orenburg. We were 
married within the year, when I 
was 23 and studying at the Music 
Academy.

You’ve been many times in-
vited to tour solo abroad but you 
always return to Belarus.

People say that the grass is 
greener elsewhere but I feel it’s better 
where I live.

What are your dreams?
Not long ago, many of my 

dreams came true. Since then, I’ve 
not had any new ones. The birth of 
my daughter is my greatest joy now.

Will she become a musician do 
you think? Or is it too early to say?

We’ll definitely teach her to play 
but she can chose her own profes-
sion. I’m absolutely happy but I have 
goals rather than dreams these days. 
I want to train students for inter-
national competitions, sharing my 
knowledge and experience.

You’ve toured dozens of coun-
tries during your solo career. 
Which trip was most memorable?

Each tour is special but those to 
remote places stay with me most. 
I was impressed by my first trip to 
China, with its different customs, 
cuisine and outlook. Accordion 
playing was gaining in popularity 
in China in 2006 and 2007, so the 
Chinese were eager to learn from 
me, even though I was only a stu-
dent at that time.

True accordion virtuoso
Globally known pianist Vladislav Pligovka 
‘consumes’ thirteen accordions, teaches 
Chinese and finds wife at competition

Skilled 
musician — 

Vladislav 
Pligovka


