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Mobile to help in 
communications
By Mikhail Semenov

Deputy Chairman of National 
Bank’s Board, Sergey Dubkov, 
promises the use of mobile 
phones as an instrument of 
access towards financial services

“Aiming to enhance access to fi-
nances, the National Bank considers 
various innovations, both inside the 
country and beyond its borders, while 
also studying international experi-
ence,” noted Mr. Dubkov. “One new 
area is the use of mobile phones as an 
instrument to receive access to finan-
cial services.” According to him, lead-
ing mobile operators of Belarus have 
already submitted their proposals to 
the National Bank, dealing with the 
expansion of the population’s access to 
their finances via mobile operators.

Buses from 
Minsk in 
Chisinau streets
By Vladimir Samsonov

Assembly of Belarusian buses 
to be set up in Moldovan 
capital

According to the Head of the 
Main Department of Public Trans-
port and Communications of the 
Chisinau City Council, Igor Gamret-
sky, Belarusian buses will be assem-
bled as part of a joint project with 
Minsk Automobile Works. A similar 
scheme is already being used to as-
semble the Belkommunmash trolley 
buses in the capital of Moldova.

Ahead of assembling the MAZ-
buses fitted with Mercedes engines, 
there are plans to open a special as-
sembly line in Chisinau, with the 
component parts being delivered 
from Belarus.

At present, most of the bus fleet 
in Chisinau is totally out of date, and 
there is a need to replace about 150 
buses in total.

According to Mr. Gamretsky, two 
MAZ buses will be tested in Chis-
inau within a month. It is planned 
that new buses, produced as part of 
the joint project, will run in the city 
from next year.

By Vitaly Khromov

These projects are an important 
and indispensable part of the plant’s 
development programme until 
2015, whose major aim is to raise 
steel production volumes up to 3m 
tonnes per year, while moving away 
from selling cast sections through 
the mastering of technologies of 
their complete processing.

“In total, last year, the Belaru-
sian Steel Works injected over Br2 
trillion into production modernisa-
tion and reconstruction,” says Ana-
toly Savenok, BMZ’s Director Gen-
eral. “The implemented measures 
will enable us to increase labour 
efficiency, reduce consumption of 
electrical energy and electrodes, 
while also reducing smelting time 
and improving ergonomic figures of 
the steelmaking process. Moreover, 
this modernisation will consider-
ably improve the environment at the 
enterprise and enable us to seriously 
reduce the volumes of natural gas 
burning.”

From 2011 to 2015, the BMZ 
development programme envisages 
over 500m Euros in investments, 
which will be directed at imple-
menting these large projects. “The 
launch of the steel-making furnace 
is our first step this year, and we are 
aiming to complete the started plan,” 
added Mr. Savenok. “Soon, a con-
tinuous casting machine will be also 
put into operation, with work also 
underway at the lime burning fur-
nace. By end of the year, we should 
have launched a new long product 
rolling mill, the largest-scale project 
scheduled by the company for the 
current five years. Its cost will total 
330m Euros.”

Despite the fact, that the world 
market is observing a surplus of 
capacity, the produce of the Bela-
rusian Steel Works always finds its 
buyers. “We dispatch most of our 
metal goods to the EU states and 
the Russian Federation. In total, we 
export our produce to 60 countries 
around the world,” noted the Di-
rector General.

Modernisation 
in line with 
outlined plan
Belarusian Steel Works completes 
implementation of two investment 
projects — worth $23m

By Yuri Pinchuk

Belaruskali expects price 
increase on its production in 
world markets from the second 
quarter

“Predictions of our activity for 
January were not bad. We expect 
to exported about 500,000 tonnes. 
According to international analysts, 
in 2014, export of potash fertilisers 
will increase in comparison with 
the last year. So I think that the 
price of fertilisers should begin to 
increase from the second quarter,” 
said Valery Kirienko, Belaruskali’s 
Director General.

The Director General also made 
the point that today’s price of potash 
fertilisers has decreased to a very 
low level. For that reason, some en-
terprises of the world potash indus-
try have been forced to reduce pro-
duction and staff in order to stay in 
profit. According to Mr. Kirienko, 
Potash Corp (Canada), Кali&Salz 

(Germany), ISL (Israel) are taking 
such steps. In particular, the Ca-
nadian producer has already made 

one thousand people redundant 
and ISL plans to make 10 percent of 
its workers redundant. During the 

lay-off people are furloughed.
“When we analyse the number 

of employees of companies simi-
lar to Belaruskali, we find that it is 
about half of what we have. I want 
to say that redundancy is for us an 
unacceptable measure,” said Mr. 
Kirienko, He has noted that the 
enterprise will reduce the prime 
cost of its products at the expense 
of cost saving, of energy conserva-
tion, of production modernisation 
and of the increase of productivity. 
Besides, in 2014 the enterprise will 
outsource some parts of non-core 
activities.

The Director General said that 
in spite of the decrease of produc-
tion volumes at the enterprise, all 
positions have been kept. “We will 
aim at a salary increase and the 
increase of tariff rates of wages of 
workers in 2014,” said Mr. Kirienko, 
noting that it will depend on the 
volumes of exports and the increase 
of productivity.

Prime cost has reserves on decrease

No limit to 
perfection
By Svetlana Semenova

Minsk hosts 20th jubilee 
Bellegmash International 
Specialised Exhibition

The forum brought together lead-
ing manufacturers in the sphere of 
light industry. Seventy enterprises 
from Belarus and abroad presented 
the most advanced technologies at 
the Bellegmash stands. The exhibition 
included: Workwear, Everything for 
Sewing, Footwear, Clothing, Textiles, 
Dry-Cleaning and Laundry, as well as 
Cleanness and Hygiene.

“The sites of the consumer ser-
vices sphere are being constantly im-
proved, alongside those referring to 
public catering and trade, with expe-
rience being shared between foreign 
companies,” noted Belarus’ Deputy 
Trade Minister, Irina Narkevich. “In-
ternational exhibitions, where manu-
facturers have an opportunity to pre-
sent their technological innovations, 
promote the speediest development of 
these areas.”

During the Bellegmash exhibi-
tion, the participants and guests of 
the forum were offered an intensive 
business programme, which included 
seminars, round table discussions, 
presentations and master classes.

By Sergey Sokolov

International Finance 
Corporation gives $7m 
loan to Belarusky Narodny 
Bank to finance investment 
projects in small and 
medium-sized business

According to the IFC Country 
Manager for Belarus and Ukraine, 
Rufat Alimardanov, this step is 
aimed at expanding the access to 

financing resources for small and 
medium enterprises, a promising 
sector of the Belarusian economy. 
“The support of such enterprises 
promotes new jobs and invest-
ments,” he added.

According to the IFC, nine out 
of ten new jobs will be created in 
the small business sector during 
2014, proving the significance of 
this sector for the global economy 
in general, and economies of cer-

tain countries in particular.
“The allocated loan testifies 

to the trust from international 
partners towards the processes 
happening in the country’s econ-
omy, regarding the formation of 
the private sector. In my opinion, 
Belarus shows very good results 
from the point of view of sup-
port to SMEs,” notes Konstantin 
Tsereteli, the Director General of 
the Belarusky Narodny Bank.

Big business grows from small
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Metallurgists master new steelmaking technologies

Belaruskali intends to increase exports


