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By Vladimir Khromov

This is the first time that 
Mikhail Myasnikovich has 
visited China in his new posi-
tion. However, many projects 
from his previous work con-
nect him with this country. 
In 2010, Mr. Myasnikovich  
became a cavalier of the Or-
der of Friendship for special-
ists of the People’s Republic 
of China for his merits in sci-
ence, a high honour, which 
has been bestowed upon 
few foreigners so far. Dur-
ing their official meeting, the 
President of the People’s Re-
public of China, Xi Jinping, 
assured his guest of the con-
tinuation of friendship both 
at a personal level and in the 
issue of big policy.

Mr. Jinping noted that 
the visit by the Belarusian 
Prime Minister to China is 
held ‘in the footsteps’ of Al-
exander Lukashenko’s trip 
to the country last July, with 
slightly over six months hav-
ing passed between the two 
meetings. According to the 
Chinese President, this testi-
fies to the mutual interest of 
both states. “We’re ready to 
communicate with our Be-
larusian colleagues, while 
straining every sinew in or-
der to reinforce political sup-
port,” he stressed.

In his turn, Mr. Myasnik-
ovich noted that our country 
constantly feels the strong 
and friendly support of their 
partner, “We’re very pleased 
with China’s successes on 
the political arena, as well as 
in the economic sphere. The 

basis of your achievements is 
hard-work and the creative 
power of the Chinese nation, 
the governing and directing 
role of the Communist Party, 
alongside love towards your 
homeland, your dedication 
to work and right minded-
ness.”

Judging by the first re-
sults of the visit, the expres-
sion ‘entrance to new level of 
co-operation’ can hardly be 
called merely a stock phrase. 
Most of the working meet-
ings testify that China is re-
ally interested in economic 
contacts with Belarusian en-
terprises. The Chinese busi-
ness, previously performing 

only contracted works under 
tied loans (allocated for such 
projects), is now keen to di-
rectly invest into the Belaru-
sian economy. One example 
is the negotiations with the 
leadership of China Invest-
ment Corporation (CIC). 
One of the richest organisa-
tions in China, managing the 

money of the local National 
Development Fund, it is 
ready to study the possibility 
of investment into Belarusian 
companies — both into exist-
ing enterprises and so called 
‘greenfield’ projects — plants 
which are constructed from 
scratch. Mr. Myasnikovich 
noted that such tendencies 
are of the kind where there 
is ‘no turning back’ — when 
business is done for many 
years ahead.

During the visit, one of 
the large-scale projects was 
also under discussion — it 
can be called the brightest 
example of the investment 
collaboration. It referred to 

the assembly of Geely pas-
senger cars. The heads of the 
companies discussed with 
Mr. Myasnikovich a range of 
issues, connected with plant 
construction near Borisov. In 
2015, it’s planned to launch a 
production line of the Chi-
nese-Belarusian automobiles. 
By this time, around 60,000 

vehicles will have been man-
ufactured annually, and their 
number should double three 
years later.

According to the Head of 
the Belarusian Government, 
the economic policies of the 
two countries are very simi-
lar, which brings the partners 
closer and enables more un-
derstanding of each other.

As far as Belarus is con-
cerned, the PM noted that 
the government pays careful 
attention both to the pub-
lic and private sectors, thus 
ensuring the protection of 
property rights and openness 
to foreign investors. “In re-
cent years, Belarus has raised 

about $50bn in foreign direct 
investment, including $195m 
from China,” said the Bela-
rusian Prime Minister. Mr. 
Myasnikovich urged Chinese 
business to be more active in 
the Belarusian market, while 
telling the representatives 
of the business community 
about the main benefits of 

doing business in Belarus.
In particular, these in-

clude a tax-free regime and 
simplified customs proce-
dures for residents of the 
Chinese-Belarusian Indus-
trial Park, as well as legal 
guarantees of property pro-

tection. “Belarus applies pref-
erential treatment, not only 
in the Chinese-Belarusian 
Industrial Park, but also in 
small towns and rural areas,” 
explained Mr. Myasniko-
vich. In addition, the labour 
force in Belarus is skilled and 
cheap, and co-operation with 
Belarus gives an opportunity 

to access European markets 
and the Customs Union.

According to the Prime 
Minister, the recently signed 
road map for the develop-
ment of bilateral relations 
between Belarus and China 
also opens up new opportu-
nities for Chinese companies. 
Moreover, some experience 
has been already gained. To-
day, China is home to Bela-
rusian-Chinese companies, 
particularly those producing 
agricultural and automotive 
equipment.

Mr. Myasnikovich sees 
great potential in bringing 
together the IT and commu-
nications business of the two 
countries. “In this way we can 
create a strong cluster, which 
will successfully position 
itself in the market of infor-
mation and communication 
services and equipment for 
telecommunications,” noted 
the Head of Government. He 
expressed confidence that the 
business co-operation and 
the establishment of com-
petitive joint ventures will 
be mutually beneficial. “Such 
collaboration is very prom-
ising,” Mr. Myasnikovich is 
convinced.

Many opportunities 
for true partnership
Prime Minister Mikhail Myasnikovich visits China

By Andrey Fiodorov

By 2015, turnover between Belarus and 
India could reach $1bn

This task was set forth during the session of 
the Joint Commission for Trade and Economic 
Co-operation, hosted in Minsk

“Over the past four years, bilateral trade has 
totalled about $500m. It was a period when In-
dia consumed little potash fertiliser. If we can in-
crease the consumption of fertilisers or build up 
exports to Belarus, and if Belarus sells, for exam-
ple, products of mechanical engineering to India, 
$1bn in mutual trade is quite possible,” noted the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotenti-
ary of India to Belarus, H.E. Mr. Manoj Kumar 
Bharti.

Speaking about Belarusian-Indian collabora-
tion in general, the diplomat stressed that they are 
now at a new stage of development. For instance, 
the Indian company BHEL completed its com-
mercial project to upgrade Grodno heat power 
plant #2 that was commissioned in summer 2013. 
The same company now takes part in the tender, 
announced in Belarus, for the implementation of 
the project in the solar energy sector.

No trivial matters 
between partners

By Vladimir Samsonov

Around 500 new 
manufactures to set up in 
Minsk

In total, it’s planned to estab-
lish over 6,000 new enterprises 
in the Belarusian capital during 
2014, with around 500 of these 
in the production sphere. Due to 
this, the economy of the city will 
receive new technologies, devel-
opments and innovations in the 
sphere of import-substitution, 
while increasing production vol-
umes of export-oriented goods.

The development of small 
and medium-sized businesses 
sees promotion in allocating the 
newly established enterprises at 

production sites. “A single reg-
istration database of small and 
medium-sized enterprises has 
been created in the city’s dis-
tricts. After facilities are allo-
cated, inspections are conducted 
to learn whether production has 
been launched at an enterprise,” 
notes Tatiana Kravchenko, Act-
ing Chair of the Minsk City Ex-
ecutive Committee’s Economy 
Committee.

According to specialists, 
the implementation of invest-
ment contracts in the manu-
facturing sphere will bring in 
around $100m in 2014. As far 
as the establishment of innova-
tion enterprises is concerned, 
thirty of these will be finished 

this year. “Over Br1 trillion has 
been injected into this direc-
tion, including money from the 
city’s innovation fund,” adds Ms. 
Kravchenko.

Moreover, Minsk plans to 
attract around $1.3bn of FDI, 
while the expected volume of 
attraction last year stood at 

$1.05bn.
Ms. Kravchenko named 

the establishment of new high 
value-added ventures and ex-
port expansion as major pri-
orities of Minsk’s development 
for 2014, alongside the devel-
opment of tourism and hotel 
business, and IT.

Investors 
focus on new 
technologies

Mikhail Myasnikovich and Xi Jinping

Mikhail Myasnikovich visits Сorporation ZTE during his visit to China

New manufacture at the Sapermebel enterprise
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