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By Igor Grishin

World second seed Victoria 
Azarenko and Belarusian 
handball team captain Sergey 
Rutenko (who plays for Spanish 
Barcelona) — acknowledged 
best athletes of 2013 by 
journalists’ poll

Victoria Azarenko has been 
voted the top Belarusian sports-
woman for the second year in a 
row. 2013 saw several disappoint-
ments, due to injury, but also sev-
eral achievements, including the 
championship title at the Austral-
ian Оpen in January, followed by 
her defeat of main rival Serena 
Williams in February, at a main 
tournament. Later, the American 
regained her title of ‘first seed’.

Ms. Azarenko then sustained an 
injury and had to take a break, re-
turning to the courts in June, where 
she demonstrated her best ever per-
formance at France’s Roland Garros 
— reaching the semi-finals. She also 
managed to reach the finals of the 
US Open Grand Slam where Ms. 
Williams defeated her.

Biathlete Darya Domracheva 
was also named among the top Be-
larusian sportswomen, voted for by 
33 journalists. She endured some 
tricky moments, with her speed 
compromised by poor shooting, 
but won the mass start at the 2013 
World Championship in Czech 
Nove Mesto: her second such title. 
In addition, she won three World 
Cup rounds and took nine medals. 
As in 2012, Darya came second in 
the World Cup overall standings 
and occupied second position in 
the fight for the small crystal globe 
(sprint and mass start). She was 
third in the individual races.

Sergey Rutenko — the national 
handball team captain and a lead-
ing player for Spanish Barcelona — 
was named best Belarusian sports-
man. He occupies third position 
in the top ten, behind Darya and 
Victoria. 
Belarus’ top athletes of 2013: 
1. Victoria Azarenko (tennis)
2. Darya Domracheva (biathlon)
3. Sergey Rutenko (handball)
4. Melitina Stanyuta (callisthenics)
5. Mikhail Grabovski (hockey)
6. Vasily Kiriyenko (cycling)
7. Vladimir Samsonov (table tennis)
8. Timofey Kalachev (football)
9. Dina Sazanovets (weightlifting)
10. Max Mirnyi (tennis)

Azarenko and 
Rutenko start 
new year as 
best players

By Dmitry Baranovsky

Minsk Automobile Works’ third 
rally entry, in trucks driven by Ser-
gey Vyazovich and Alexander Vasi-
levsky, is thought to be the most ex-
citing yet, with a far greater chance 
of success, notes crew leader Valery 
Kozlovsky. He explains that the ve-
hicles have been improved, saying, 
“Our engineers have made them 
lighter, by using high-strength steel 
and lighter composite materials. 
The vehicles are a third lighter than 
in 2012 and 300kg lighter than last 
year. Meanwhile, we’ve increased 
the engine power by 50HP, while 
being more eco-friendly.”

Ecological requirements are be-
ing highlighted at the Dakar Rally, 
with any smoking vehicles likely to 
be removed from the race. Improv-
ing trucks’ eco-performance is not 
difficult however.

The recent race began with 
three identical Belarusian vehi-
cles: two for the race, plus a third 
loaded with spare parts. Unfortu-
nately, the ‘back up’ truck ran into 
problems during the first stage, 
but they were removed due to big 
time losses. Nevertheless, Alex-
ander Polishchuk’s crew failed to 
pass the fourth special section. 
The remaining cars continued, 
challenging such traditional fa-
vourites as KAMAZ and Tatra. 
During the second stage, Sergey 
Vyazovich managed to enter the 
top ten — for the first time in the 
history of us taking part. He failed 
to maintain this position overall 
but Mr. Kozlovsky is delighted by 
the performance of our Belarusian 
vehicles this year. He comments, 
“Of course, we’d like to be among 
the top ten at the end of the race 
but we must understand that we 

don’t boast huge experience, tak-
ing part only for the third time. In 
2012, we came 31st and occupied 
21st and 27th places in 2013. It 
would be nice to jump by ten po-
sitions annually. Nevertheless, it’s 
vital to understand that the higher 
our crew rises in the tournament 
table, the sharper the competition. 
Teams come to Dakar in search of 
prizes, so the struggle is serious. 
However, we’re ready for it.”

The organisers of the current 
Dakar have seriously complicated 
the route, with a great deal of sand, 
barchans and steep descents. Nei-
ther of the previous Dakar rallies 
had such long and complex tracks. 
The special sections exceed 600km 
in length, with drivers covering 
around 800km daily. Clearly, it’s a 
challenging race, requiring utmost 
effort and bringing intrigue and 
uncertainty to the very end.

By Igor Leshin

The relay was the second in a 
row that the Belarusian squad have 
performed without leader Darya 
Domracheva, who is conserving 
her energy for the coming Olympics 
and the struggle for the Big Crystal 
Globe. The team comprised Nadezh-
da Pisareva, Lyudmila Kalinchik 
and Anastasia Duborezova, who 
are gradually improving their form 
(judging by the results in Oberhof). 
Nadezhda Skardino is also perform-
ing extremely well, raising our hopes 
for her success. The new line-up saw 
Lyudmila Kalinchik opening the re-
lay, and Nadezhda Skardino finish-
ing (having been starter previously). 

The women’s team finished with 6th 
place, up from 12th last time.

The fifth World Cup stage con-
tinued with individual races. Darya 
Domracheva, who returned after a 
short rest, completed three shoot-
ing ranges perfectly, but made two 
misses at the last, leaving her to fin-
ish second. Meanwhile, Belarusian 
Nadezhda Skardino took 7th place.

The Ruhpolding stage finished 
with the pursuit race, and Darya in 
second place. Hopes were high for 
a medal, but five missed targets left 
her in disappointing 12th position. 
Domracheva has four medals so far 
this season. Ms. Skardino’s precise 
marksmanship left her in 9th posi-
tion.

Aerial skiers 
climb onto the 
podium
By Yegor Glebov

Belarusian freestyle athletes 
win gold and bronze at FIS 
Freestyle Ski World Cup in 
American Deer Valley

Belarusian aerial skier Anton 
Kushnir has won a gold medal in 
the third round of the FIS Freestyle 
World Cup, held in Deer Valley (the 
USA) while 2010 Olympic cham-
pion Alexey Grishin has claimed 
bronze in the same event.

This is a second medal for Kush-
nir this season, following his silver 
in the first round of the FIS Freestyle 
Ski World Cup, at Lake Beida (Chi-
na). Grishin’s medal is his first so far, 
having finished 6th and 15th in the 
first two events of the new season.

Anton Kushnir earned 127.15 
points for his final jump in Deer Val-
ley, outstripping Chinese Qi Guang-
pu (114.00), followed by Alexey 
Grishin (112.18). As in previous 
World Cup stages, several selection 
stages led to the super-final, where 
the best four fought for medals. The 
first qualification stage chose the top 
12, with the second revealed the top 
eight. Freestyle competitions at the 
Winter Olympic Games in Sochi 
will use the same format.

Ambiguous 
impressions 
from our 
performance  
in Ruhpolding 
Belarusian biathletes claim single 
medal at IBU World Cup

‘Zubrs’ conquer desert
Two Belarusian crews struggle fiercely for 
desired victory in world famous Dakar Rally

Darya Domracheva tackles the distance

One of our MAZ teams in action during Dakar Rally

Anton Kushnir — on the podium

Sergey Rutenko

Victoria Azarenko


