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By Lyudmila Ivanova

The Deputy Director of the 
National Library for Research 
Work and Publishing Activity, 
Alexander Susha, tells us, “All in 
all, we plan to print 21 volumes, 
reproducing books published by 
the first Belarusian and Eastern 
Slavic printer, in Prague and Vil-
nius. Until 2017, we’ll be releasing 

them to the world with scientific 
commentaries, including transla-
tions of Skorina’s original texts 
into Belarusian, Russian and Eng-
lish. In 2017, Minsk hopes to be 
named World Book Capital, so 
this project is fitting. It’s already 
awakening interest in the bright-
est Belarusian Renaissance cul-
tural figure.”

Mr. Susha admits that the li-

brary has taken its time to launch 
this complex project, saying, “It’s 
extremely complicated, both from 
a scientific and printing stand-
point, so we’re liaising with for-
eign colleagues — primarily from 
Russia, Germany, Poland, Ukraine 
and Lithuania — to attain the 
highest digital quality. The first 
in the series will be The Book of 
Genesis. Skorina printed the Bible 

in accordance with the require-
ments of his time, when the most 
popular section of the Bible was 
The Book of Psalms; he released 
it first, despite Genesis being the 
first in the canonical sequence (in 
which Skorina placed the front 
page for the whole Bible). Accord-
ingly, we’re publishing our volume 
in the same way.”

The debut volume will be 

printed in the same way as the 
original, which is held by the Up-
per Lusatian Scientific Library in 
Germany. Five books are to be 
released through 2014, in collabo-
ration with BelVEB Bank and the 
National Library of Belarus. These 
will be released in large numbers, 
so that editions may be distribut-
ed in Belarus and abroad, free of 
charge.

Canonical 
sequence 
of major 
project
A series of facsimile editions of 
Frantsisk Skorina’s works are being 
released between 2013 and 2017. 
The first volume was recently 
launched at the National Library 
of Belarus, near which stands a 
monument to the great enlightener, 
welcoming guests.

By Andrey Fiodorov

Specially equipped ‘Clever 
Class’ auditorium opens at 
Belarusian State University 
of Informatics and Radio-
electronics, with assistance 
from MTS and Samsung

‘Clever Class’ allows students to 
use a system of electronic devices, 
connected via a wireless network: an 
interactive board, tablets and laptops. 
Traditional textbooks are unneces-
sary, while teachers have scope to 
inspire their pupils in new ways, with 
on-line access to various media. The 
system facilitates immediate exchange 
of information and for students to 
question their teacher via electronic 
messaging during the lesson, without 
distracting from the main lecture. All 
questions appear on the interactive 
board and can be sent to students’ in-
dividual mobile devices. In addition, 

the system allows teachers to mark 
tests within minutes and to set home 
tasks in electronic form.

According to the Deputy Direc-
tor General for marketing at MTS, 
Denis Tereshchenko, the new system 
may come into use countrywide, with 

adaptations to suit particular estab-
lishments. “MTS views the project 
as an innovative social mission, with 
our company ready to act as infra-
structural operator, providing cloud-
resources and data storage for ‘Clever 
Class’,” explains Mr. Tereshchenko.

No need for traditional 
textbooks when studying

By Svetlana Velikhova

Brest Regional Hospital 
successfully conducts first liver 
transplant

A 58-year old woman from the 
Zhabinka District, has received a 
new liver. Her cirrhosis (caused by 
Hepatitis C) was diagnosed 15 years 
ago and her condition had been dete-
riorating daily.  The 10-hour surgery 

was her only chance for survival, with 
the transplant operation lasting from 
about 01:00 until 11:00. There were 
no complications and the final ultra-
sound showed the liver performing 
satisfactorily, with stable hemody-
namic (physiological) indicators.

Minsk specialists assisted in the 
surgery, including the Head of the Re-
publican Scientific and Practical Cen-
tre for Organ and Tissue Transplanta-

tion, Oleg Rummo, and the Head of 
the Centre’s Transplantation Depart-
ment, Sergey Korotkov, alongside the 
Healthcare Ministry’s Chief Intensive 
Care Specialist, Alexander Dzyadzko.

There is a waiting list of 15 pa-
tients awaiting liver transplantation 
in the Brest Region. Its Transplanta-
tion Department opened in 2011, and 
has conducted 96 kidney transplants 
to date. 

Colleagues’ experience helps

By Artem Smirnov

Kazaki club, near Brest, 
teaches people horse 
riding and trick riding

Kazaki equestrian 
club, in the village of 
Shcherbin near Brest, 
knows that a love of horses 
can unite people from all 
walks of life and of all ages: 
teachers, priests, heads of en-
terprises and youngsters.

Priest Yuri Medushevsky 
tells us that he’s always rid-
den horses, since childhood. 
On entering the seminary, he 
had less time for such pursuits 
but his love for these majestic 
animals lives on. In his lei-
sure time from nurturing 
the spiritual life of his 
parishioners, he visits 
the stable to help exer-
cise, feed and groom the 
horses.

The club gained its 
name from its first two 
horses, which hailed from 
the Ataman Cossack village 
of Belarusian Cossacks: lo-
cated a couple of kilometres 
away. “Most people are sur-
prised to learn that Cossacks 
live in Belarus,” smiles Grig-
ory Isaikov. “But we do exist.” 

His ancestors founded the 
village near Brest but originally 
hail from Ukraine. He tells us, 

“Wherever we lived and at 
whatever time, my father 
(the head of a large build-
ing trust) would say: ‘We are 
Cossacks. We are Cossacks!’ 

Even in Soviet times, when 
the attitude towards Cos-
sacks was not the warmest, 
he wasn’t afraid to proclaim 
our heritage.”

Trick riding, according 
to Grigory, encapsulates the 
true Cossack spirit. He ex-

plains, “It’s a real martial art, 
featuring elements used by 
Cossacks in battle. In order 
to learn, it takes thorough 

preparation, courage and 
skill.” Not many people 
want to learn trick riding 
at the club so most of the 
income comes from or-
dinary lessons for Brest 
residents.

“Often, people hire 
horses to make marriage pro-

posals,” comments Zhanna 
Novikova, a trainer at the club. 
“More than once, we’ve helped 
set up a ceremonial ‘bride kid-
napping’ at a wedding, as the 
horses create such an unforget-
table atmosphere.”

True lovers of 
equestrian pursuits 
gather in Shcherbin

At ceremony of imprimatur signing of first volume of complete works of Frantsisk Skorina

Presentation of ‘Clever Class’
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