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Source of spiritual 
wealth still rich
Palace of the Republic 
hosts solemn ceremony of 
presentation of awards ‘For 
Spiritual Revival’ and ‘Belarusian 
Sport Olympus’ and for people 
of culture and art ➔ 3
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Rapid run of time 
frozen in bright 

moments
XX, XXI is the laconic title 

of an exhibition by People’s 
Artist of Belarus Leonid 

Shchemelev, hosted by Minsk 
City Gallery  Page  9

Dinner is served: traditional 
draniki and toasted tsybriki

What will be on offer at cafes and 
restaurants serving foreign  

tourists during the World Ice  
Hockey Championship,  

and at what price?    Page  7

Goods driven  
by service sector

Year-end results show 
that trading organisations 

have seen success but 
more growth is possible 

— including in the service 
sector   Page  5

Sincere and friendly 
holiday comes to 
every house
More than a thousand children 
from Chernobyl-affected areas 
take part in 20th Christmas 
Tree — Our Children charity 
programme at Minsk’s Holy 
Spirit Cathedral and at 
Belarusian State Circus

➔ 6
There can never be 
too many films to 
admire

Ambiguous 
impressions from our 
performance  
in Ruhpolding 

The start of a new year is 
a time to look back at the 
achievements of the previous 
year. Belarusfilm National 
Film Studio is no exception, 
with Director General Oleg 
Silvanovich reflecting on 2013 
at a press conference  
in Minsk.

Belarusian biathletes claim 
single medal  
at IBU World Cup

New projects — 
new sites
Up-to-date solar power station 
to be constructed in Myadel 
District ➔ 4

Canonical sequence 
of major project
A series of facsimile editions of 
Frantsisk Skorina’s works are 
being released between 2013 and 
2017. The first volume was recently 
launched at the National Library  
of Belarus, near which stands  
a monument to the  
great enlightener,  
welcoming guests.

By Sergey Sokolov

A composer, arranger and soloist with the 
Academic Concert Orchestra (conducted by 
Mikhail Finberg) has won the national selec-
tion round for the International Eurovision 
Song Contest.

Following jury voting and that of the TV 
audience, TEO scored 20 points, as did the duo 
of Max Lorens and DiDuLa. The jury voted 
again to choose between the two entrants and 

was unanimous in selecting TEO, settling the 
grand intrigue.

TEO’s Cheesecake is a light-hearted song, 
explaining the singer’s indignant feelings at his 
girlfriend calling him a cheesecake. The three-
minute song has its own video for promotional 
purposes.

Yuri Vashchuk was born in 1983 and stud-
ied the bayan at musical school as a child. He 
won the Proleska international contest and his 
first serious competition was Zornaya Rostan 

(Star Crossroads) — a TV show. He received 
his professional musical education at Grodno 
College of Art and at the Belarusian State Uni-
versity of Culture and Arts. In 2000, he was 
invited to work with the National Academic 
Concert Orchestra of Belarus, led by Mikhail 
Finberg. Yuri has liaised with many Belaru-
sian and foreign performers, as arranger and 
composer, and has co-written music for two 
Russian films. He is a laureate of the National 
Musical Award.

Intrigue in final few 
moments solved in 
favour of singer TEO
Yuri Vashchuk, performing under the nickname of TEO, to 
represent Belarus at Eurovision-2014 in Denmark

People’s Artiste of Belarus Vasily Rainchik expresses his best wishes to Yuri Vashchuk, who will 
represent Belarus at Eurovision-2014 in Denmark
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