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By Yuri Chernyakevich

The Grodno Region is known 
for its castles, since half of the 16 
castles located in Belarus are found 
there — including UNESCO listed 
Mir Castle. The others boast no 
less fascinating historical heritage. 
Meanwhile, other sites worthy of 
visiting include the ancient fortified 
church of St. Mikhail, in the village 
of Synkovichi, in the Zelva Dis-
trict, ancient Kolozha Church, and 
the Bernardine Catholic Church in 
Grodno. The unique fortress found 
in the village of Gaityunishki, in the 
Ostrovets District, is also worth a 
journey.

A new 
exhibition 
at the Cen-
tral Scientif-
ic Library of 
the National 
Academy of 
Sciences is dis-
playing editions 
detailing the his-
tory of the Grodno 
Region’s cities and 
boroughs — includ-
ing some truly ancient 
volumes. Among those 
drawing attention is a 19th 
century edition entitled Lists 
of Volosts, Societies and Settlements 

of the Grodno Province and Ca-
dastres of the Grodno Economy. 

Acts of Lithuanian Metrica: 
1413-1498 is another unique 

volume. Newspapers dat-
ing from the 1920s are also 

on show: Belaruski Zvon, 
Syalyanskaya Prauda, Be-

laruskaya Niva, Narod-
naya Sprava and oth-

ers.
Historian Ser-

gey Tokt and 
regional ethno-

graphic journalist Nikolay 
Delenkovsky have published an 

edition entitled Skidzel and its Out-
skirts: Living History. This tells of 

the city of Skidel — founded in the 
mid-17th century and located 40km 
from Grodno. Mr. Tokt tells us, “In 
researching the book, we used the 
national archives of Belarus, Lithu-
ania and Poland. It’s a popular sci-
entific edition, featuring more than 
bare statistics. We’ve included anec-

dotes relayed by eyewitnesses, such 
as records of everyday life in Skidel 
until 1939 — when Western Belarus 
was still part of Poland. Readers will 
enjoy our high-quality photos, so the 
book should appeal to amateur his-
tory lovers as well as experts — and 
to local residents.”

Living history of Skidel
Central Scientific Library of National Academy of 
Sciences hosts exhibition of unique documents detailing 
history of cities and boroughs of Grodno Region

By Victor Mikhailov

Minsk’s Museum of Modern 
Fine Arts has launched Vladimir 
Zhbanov’s memorial exhibition, 
entitled From Me. It marks the 60th 
anniversary of his birth (1954-
2012). Perhaps the most well-
known modern Belarusian sculptor, 
he was the first to create ‘accessible’ 
city sculptures — rather than lofty 
ideological works, set upon high 
pedestals. His Lady on a Bench and 
Girl with an Umbrella — found in 
Mikhailovsky Park, in Minsk — are 
among his most well-loved pieces. 
The Stargazer — which is located 
on Mogilev’s Square of Stars — is 
also well-known. His sculptures are 
found in cities across Belarus and 
are much valued by residents.

Polish film director Krzysztof 
Zanussi, on seeing Minsk’s bronze 
sculpture of a grazing horse with 
child jumping upon its back — 
sited near Komarovsky Market — 
noted that it was evidence of our 
capital being ‘a European city’. The 
maestro was photographed beside 
the sculpture, with the picture pre-
sented to Vladimir Zhbanov.

From Me is the first personal 
exhibition by the sculptor and had 
been planned by him in prepara-
tion for his 60th birthday. Sadly, 
without him in attendance, the 
exhibition has a less festive atmos-
phere but remains fascinating. It 
presents works never before seen 
by the public — each displaying 
energy and beauty. The message of 
his life’s work is clear: a desire to en-
hance the appearance of our cities. 

According to the organisers of 
the exhibition, Vladimir Zhbanov’s 
colleagues and friends will be at-
tending, to take part in seminars 
and master classes. Films devoted to 
his life and works are to be screened 

and the event will conclude with a 
round table devoted to his creativ-
ity and role in Belarusian art.

The current exposition not only 
reminds us of Zhbanov’s popular 
works but shows us models of those 
which never became full-scale 
sculptures: in bronze, plasticine, 

gypsum and stone. The Chairman 
of the Belarusian Union of Artists, 
Grigory Sitnitsa, announced at the 
opening, “Zhbanov was a real sym-
bol of his age — the face of Minsk. 
He managed not only to beautify the 
capital but to create its mood and to 
accentuate its existing beauty.

Vladimir Zhbanov was born 
in January 1954, in Minsk, and 
graduated from Minsk Art College 
(named in honour of Glebov) be-
fore entering the Belarusian State 
Theatre-Art Institute’s Sculpture 
Department. He also studied at 
the USSR Academy of Arts. From 
1985 until 1999, he worked as a 
teacher at Minsk Art College and, 
in 1993, became a member of the 
Belarusian Union of Artists. He 
died in January 2012.

His sculptures are placed 
around the Belarusian capital, in-
cluding Architect — on Nezavisi-
mosti Square, and Crew — near 
Minsk’s town hall. They are also 
found in other cities, such as Bo-
bruisk and Mogilev. His wonderful 
sculptures are even seen in Düs-
seldorf.

Exhibition-message 
unfettered by time
Previously unseen works by sculptor Vladimir Zhbanov 
on show in Minsk at memorial exhibition 

Restoration 
of legend
National Library receives 
wonderful edition from the 
Metropolitan of Minsk and 
Slutsk, Pavel: a copy of Polotsk’s 
12th century Gospel

The Exarchate presented the edi-
tion to the library on the Day of Or-
thodox Books. The unique character 
of the manuscript is that the text is 
written on block lettering in Old Sla-
vonic — the oldest form of the Cyril-
lic alphabet. In the margins are notes 
made by residents of ancient Polotsk. 
The original of the famous Slavic lit-
erary work is housed at the Russian 
Library in St. Petersburg.

For over a year, Belarusian and 
Russian experts have been restoring 
the book and creating its high quality 
copy. Andrey Smetanin, a writer and 
a member of the Review Collegium, 
of the Publishing Council of the Be-
larusian Orthodox Church, tells us, 
“In the reproduction copy, experts 
have not only reunited all parts to an 
organic whole but have returned it to 
the cultural area of the country, mak-
ing it a national asset.”

Mini-smithy 
for tourists
Gomel’s Palace and Park 
Estate renews tradition of 
commemorative coin minting

The museum has purchased the 
necessary equipment — including a 
mini-tool to mint souvenir coins — 
from the St. Petersburg Mint. Visitors 
can now make their own coins in a 
few minutes. Made from copper and 
aluminum, the coins feature swans 
and hearts. Four more designs are 
being developed, to feature Gomel’s 
emblem, an image of the Palace and 
Estate and its former owners. 

Olga Toropova, the museum’s 
director, explains, “Our mini-smithy 
doesn’t just offer another activity to 
our guests at Rumyantsev-Paskevich 
Palace, but revives a tradition among 
the gentry. A commemorative coin 
(featuring family emblems) was 
minted to honour the marriage of 
the Gomel estate’s owners: Irina and 
Fiodor Paskevich. It’s now kept at the 
museum.”

Fascinating exhibition devoted 
to creativity of sculptor 
Vladimir Zhbanov, at Museum 
of Modern Fine Arts
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At the exhibition


