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Incomes 
definitely 
rising
By Andrey Fiodorov

Highest growth rate of real 
salaries within Customs Union 
registered in Belarus

The Eurasian Economic Com-
mission recorded an increase in 
nominal and real wages in all mem-
ber states of the Customs Union in 
2013. The nominal average wage in 
Belarus rose by 37 percent (against 
2012), by 7.5 percent in Kazakhstan 
and by 12.4 percent in Russia. The 
average monthly salary was $573 in 
Belarus (January-December 2013), 
$714 in Kazakhstan, and $942 in 
Russia.

In 2013, the growth rate of 
real wages (taking into account 
the growth of consumer prices for 
goods and services) stood at almost 
16 percent in Belarus: the highest 
among Customs Union states. The 
real salary in Russia rose by about 
5 percent, while that in Kazakhstan 
increased by just 1 percent.

Volumes of 
sales increase
Belarusian Potash Company 
wins major tender to deliver to 
Indonesia

The Belarusian Potash Compa-
ny has achieved remarkable success 
in the South-East Asian market, 
winning a tender this year to deliver 
250,000 tonnes of potash fertilisers 
to PT Petrokimia Gresik — an In-
donesian state company. The con-
tract is worth $325 per tonne. 

The Belarusian Potash Com-
pany has also signed a contract 
with China, for volumes match-
ing those of the first six months of 
2013, when sales were made jointly 
through Russian Uralkali.

In February, the Belarusian Pot-
ash Company reported winning a 
one-year tender to deliver potash 
fertilisers to NAFAS — a producer of 
multi-nutrient fertilisers in Malaysia. 

Aerial 
observations
KB INDELA masters batch 
production of aerial 
reconnaissance systems and 
rotor drone observation 
devices

Vladimir Chudakov, the main 
constructor at the enterprise, tells 
us, “The first three I.N.SKY rotor 
drones are ready; according to our 
data, nobody else in the CIS pro-
duces rotor drones in any number.” 
Formerly, the company made indi-
vidual drones for foreign customers 
but there is now enough demand to 
warrant batch production.

By Vladimir Samsonov 

Zhodino BelAZ vehicles have 
been operational for some time in 
Kuzbass, comprising half of our 
Belarusian exports to the region. 
Moreover, just for Kemerovo resi-
dents, the Belarusian auto giant 
has created a 450-tonne heavy-
duty dump truck: the biggest in the 
world, as officially registered by The 
Guinness Book of Records. Delivery 
to the Kemerovo miners has been 
delayed as a consequence, but they 
have expressed full understand-
ing, knowing that world prestige is 
important to the manufacturer and 
consumer alike.

The vehicle-champion is await-
ed with impatience at the open-cast 
mine in Chernigovets. Recently, 
during a delegation visit from the 
Kemerovo Region to Zhodino, First 

Deputy Governor Maxim Makin 
couldn’t resist sitting on the huge 
tyre, being delighted by the vehicle. 
After visiting BelAZ, he noted that 
his Kemerovo Region delegation is 
full of ideas for co-operation with 
the enterprise, ready for discussion 
with the government of Belarus.

The Kemerovo Region is among 

the ten largest trading partners of 
Belarus within the Russian Fed-
eration. If not this year, then next, 
Belarus and the Kemerovo Region 
could see $1bn turnover: a threefold 
rise on 2013, when over $330m of 
sales were registered. “We have eve-
ry reason to expect this, based on 
our economic potential, and on our 

high level of trust and mutual sup-
port,” notes Prime Minister Mikhail 
Myasnikovich.

Belarus has transferred docu-
mentation on the manufacture of 
90-tonne BelAZ trucks to its part-
ners and is ready to share its exper-
tise on making 130 and 160-tonne 
heavy-duty dump trucks.

‘Giant’ goes to Kuzbass
Symbol of 
co-operation 
between 
Belarus and 
the Kemerovo 
Region is a 
BelAZ vehicle

Enough fuel 
for everyone
By Vladimir Samsonov

Belarus to import over 20bn 
cubic metres of natural gas in 
2014

Volumes have been agreed with 
Russian Gazprom, allowing Belarus 
to import 20,465bn cubic metres 
of gas, to ‘meet the needs of all cat-
egories of consumers in Belarus’ — 
notes Belarus’ First Deputy Energy 
Minister, Leonid Shenets.

The country continues its efforts 
to reduce dependence on natural 
gas, enhancing energy efficiency 
in the domestic economy and con-
structing the Belarusian nuclear 
power station.

According to the Deputy Sec-
retary of the Department of Phys-
ical-Engineering Sciences at the 
National Academy of Sciences of 
Belarus, Alexander Mikhalevich, 
the issue of imported gas volumes 
is not the most important. Rather, 
he believes that dependence on one 
type of fuel and one supplier is un-
desirable. “From an energy security 
point of view, it would be best to 
generate a third of our electricity 
from natural gas, a third from local 
fuels and renewable energy and the 
other third through nuclear energy,” 
he explains.

By Sergey Smirnov

French CSM Bessac is to sup-
ply innovative equipment worth 
about 12m Euros to help dig the 
third Minsk metro line, enabling 
construction to be speeded up. Al-
exander Kudelko, the Head of Min-
skmetrostroy enterprise, tells us, “It 
will be the first time in Minsk metro 
construction that we’ll be using a 
mechanised tunnelling shield, ena-
bling us to work more quickly.” He 
notes that 250m of tunnels will be 
dug per month (up from 40m-70m 
at present).

The Minsk City Executive Com-
mittee and the Development Bank 
have signed a memorandum on 
financing the construction of the 
third Minsk metro line, allocat-
ing Br450bn. “Additionally, we’ve 
almost received confirmation of a 

loan from the Development Bank: 
a separate amount of money for 
this specific purpose,” adds Mr. 
Kudelko.

The President of CSM Bessac, 
Bernard Theron, notes that the 
equipment is large and heavy, so 
will travel to Belarus in pieces, 

for assembly on site. He explains, 
“A similar device dug the under-
water Channel tunnel between 
France and the UK. In fact, that 
was some time ago, so the machine 
for Minsk is more modern and ef-
ficient, although it operates in the 
same way.” 

Advanced technologies 
speed up metro digging
Third Minsk metro line more rapidly constructed

By Andrey Fiodorov

Demand for Belarusian 
software almost doubles on 
domestic market

The High-Tech Park has an-
nounced that demand for soft-
ware developed in Belarus al-
most doubled last year. Director 
Vladimir Tsepkalo tells us, “HTP 
residents accomplished nearly 
9,000 projects for Belarusian cus-

tomers.” He notes that most of the 
software produced at the HTP is 
designed for export, saying, “In 
2013, software exports rose by 35 
percent, worth around $0.5bn.”

Last year, HTP resident com-
panies sold software to custom-
ers from 57 countries across the 
globe. European countries ac-
counted for almost half of these 
sales, while the USA accounted 
for 40 percent; CIS and Asian 

states were responsible for re-
mainder. The countries mainly 
responsible for buying HTP de-
velopments were the USA, Ger-
many and the UK, followed by 
Russia, Finland, Israel, the Neth-
erlands and Denmark.

In 2013, 3,000 jobs were cre-
ated at the HTP, with 20 legal 
entities registered as new HTP 
residents, including 13 involving 
foreign investors.

Technologies ‘registered’ at home

BelAZ heavy duty-dump truck with load capacity of 450 tonnes: the biggest in the world

Future view of Vokzalnaya Station, on third Minsk metro line
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