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By Alexander Smirnov 

Soon the national seg-
ment of the world network 
Internet will mark its an-
niversary. The first Internet 
sites on Bynet appeared 
twenty years ago. It is a mat-
ter of resources, the names 
of which for the first time 
acquired the well-known 
‘.by’. It is possible that this 
list will be slightly extended 
to this anniversary, and us-
ers, typing the 
names of some 
Belarusian sites, 
could use the 
keyboard layout 
without switch-
ing. And it is ex-
pected that, this 
year, our country 
will be able to 
register its first 
Cyrillic domain 
name.

However, it 
is still unknown, 
what will be the 
first Belarusian 
Cyrillic do-

main, although experts are 
of the opinion that it will 
sound and will be written as 
‘.бел’. Recently, voting took 
place on one of large do-
mestic web resources, and 
the majority of users pre-
fer this option. The second 
place was taken by domain 
of the type ‘.рб’ and there 
were also such suggestions 
as ‘.бай’, ‘.бу’ and ‘.блр’. 
Actually, it is not easy to 
register national domains. 

Cyrillic endings should 
contain at least one letter, 
different from the Latin al-
phabet. Russia was obliged 
to agree to the variant ‘.рф’ 
because their initial desire 
to name their domain zone 
as ‘.ру’ was not co-accepted 
because it corresponded, in 
the Latin alphabet, to the 
national domain of Para-
guay. However, the Russians 
did not have a problem 
with these restrictions. At 

present, mo-
ment they are 
discussing the 
preparation of 
a number of 
other domains 
among which, 
for example, is 
‘.рус’.

“Domains 
in national 
languages can 
simplify web-
surfing of users 

who experience difficulties 
during the typing of the ad-
dress of the site using the 
Latin alphabet,” says Grigo-
ry Bakunov, the Director on 
technologies of the compa-
ny Yandex. “However, this 
problem has been solved 
by browsers for a long time. 
They understand what a 
user means typing the ad-
dress with typing errors or 
using the Cyrillic alphabet 
instead of the Latin alpha-
bet, and ‘sends’ it directly 
to a site, or to a search sys-
tem for address specifica-
tion.” Thus the expert notes, 
“What is good for the user 
is good for organisations. 
After all, their sites are de-
signed to attract these us-
ers. Since the advent of the 
Cyrillic domain ‘.бел’, the 
capacity of domain names 
which can be used by or-
ganisations for additional 
promotion of their goods 

and services on the 
Internet, will 

i n -

crease. Names in the zone 
‘.бел’ should arouse interest 
firstly in the state bodies, 
rendering electronic servic-
es to various sections of the 
population. But, if to judge 
by Russia’s experience, the 
representatives of busi-
nesses are quite often more 
active, and show a great in-
terest in Cyrillic site name,” 
notes the representative of 
Yandex.

According to the Direc-

t o r 

of the technical administra-
tor of the national domain 
‘.by’ of the company hoster.
by, Sergey Povalishev, at the 
present time the destiny of 
the Cyrillic domain is al-
most solved, though the 
Belarusian side should fulfil 
several administrative pro-
cedures.

The registration of the 
domain for many people is 
just an empty phrase, but in 
practice, for representatives 
of businesses, it is first of all 
an attempt to protect their 
brand. After all, if the com-
pany does not make this 
itself, anyone could regis-
ter the domain name with 
their company brand. In 
Belarus, there have al-
ready been cases of the 
capture of well-known 
domains in the ‘.by’ zone. 
In similar situations, 
it not always comes to 
trial. Often, the ‘invad-
ers of domains’ simply 
agree to sell them.

By the way, sev-
eral records were 

shattered at once 
in the domain zone ‘.by’ 

last year. First of all, more 
than 36 thousand new sites 
were registered in 2013 on 
Bynet. That means that our 
country, for the first time, 
bypassed the European 
countries of Portugal, Ice-
land, Montenegro and Ro-
mania on growth rates of 
new registrations. Follow-
ing the results of the year, 
94.4 thousand new domains 
were registered on Bynet. In 
total, as of 1st January, 2014 
Bynet numbered more than 
65 thousand sites.

It is written, as it is heard
The first national Cyrillic domain may appear this year on Bynet

By Sergey Smirnov

Minsk gymnasium pupil 
creates Belarusian-Russian 
dictionary for Android

The new ‘Belarusian Diction-
ary’ application, created by Minsk 
gymnasium pupil Alexander 
Smolik, launched on Google-
Play in late February, offers 
access to online dictionary 
karnik.by. The dictionary 
has 100,000 words from 
Russian-Belarusian and 
50,000 from Belarusian-
Russian, including explana-
tions for around 100,000 
Belarusian words.

Alexander is not 
seeking any com-
mercial profit 
from the ap-
p l i c a t i o n 
and doesn’t 
plan to ad-
vertise the 

app. He tells us, “I 
hope that my dic-
tionary will 
help all those 
studying Be-
larusian.” He 
began de-

signing the 
programme 

around two years ago, 
independently reading 
books, and chose An-
droid as the most popu-
lar platform for mobile 

devices. Alexander has 
also now released an app 

called  ‘Angel’ — helping 
volunteers find peo-

ple needing as-
sistance — and 

another called 
AvtoDroid.by, 
which helps 
battle park-
ing-offenders 
in Minsk.

By Andrey Fiodorov

Belarus’ National Airline, 
Belavia, will continue its work 
on reducing tariffs, and is 
ready to provide passengers 
with Wi-Fi on planes

“Belavia is searching for internal 
reserves in order to expand a range 
of tariffs, and to offer the possibility 
of having a certain quantity of seats 
at low prices,” said Belavia’s Director 
General, Anatoly Gusarov.

He recognised that, even the 
lowest prices for tickets cannot be 
compared with low-cost tariffs. 
“Nevertheless, we are in this ap-
proximate level, especially during 
periods of low demand,” noted the 
Director General. Mr. Gusarov also 
declared that the air carrier will con-
tinue to develop a hybrid model, 
which combines classical principles 
of work and elements of low-cost.

Concerning other additional 
services, the Deputy Director Gen-

eral of Marketing, Igor Cherginets, 
noted that the airline has looked 
into the possibility of providing Wi-
Fi and mobile communication dur-
ing flights. The implementation of 
these services will be started on new 
planes, as the modernisation of air-
line’s flying stock progresses.

Belavia is still considering the 
possibility of regional flights. Ana-

toly Gusarov stated that the initial 
plan is to create three routes: Viteb-
sk, Grodno and Gomel. “To begin, 
all routes will go through Minsk. 
There will be direct service between 
regional cities at first,” noted the Di-
rector General of Belavia.

The company intends to utilise 
the Czech-built L410 for its internal 
flights.

In-flight Internet now 
available for passengers

Native language  
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Belavia improves service


