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By Victor Khromov

Fifth tranche of EurAsEC Anti-
Crisis Fund allocated by late 
February

“Specific dates are yet to be 
announced by the EurAsEC Anti-
Crisis Fund,” notes the Deputy 
Chairman of the Eurasian Devel-
opment Bank, Sergey Shatalov. 
Moscow recently hosted negotia-
tions with Belarus on allocating the 
fifth tranche of the EurAsEC Anti-

Crisis Fund, meeting a delegation 
from the Ministry of Finance and 
the National Bank, which prepared 
a letter of intentions regarding the 
allocation of the sixth tranche.

“This is just the beginning of 
negotiations; we’ll continue over 
coming days. The Ministry of Fi-
nance has given its performance 
results of how the latest tranche 
was used and all seven ‘bench-
marks’ have been met,” Mr. Shata-
lov tells us. “Volumes of interna-

tional reserves, net international 
reserves and net domestic assets 
are as they should be.”

Necessary indicators of re-
duced inflation were discussed, 
as Mr. Shatalov explains. “To 
strengthen the trust of foreign 
creditors and encourage investors, 
inflation needs to continue falling, 
as both sides agree.” The Eurasian 
Development Bank was founded 
by Russia and Kazakhstan in Janu-
ary 2006, with authorised capital 
exceeding $1.5bn. It aims to help 
promote sustainable economic 
growth, while extending trade and 
economic ties, between Armenia, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia and Tajikistan.

The EurAsEC Anti-Crisis Fund 
stood at $8.513bn in June 2009; 
money has been used to assist 
member countries in overcoming 
the effects of the global financial 
crisis, ensuring their economic 
and financial stability, while sup-
porting integration processes in 
the region.

By Vladimir Denisov

“Regarding assumptions 
that these exercises are a 
‘threat from the East’ — as 
have been recently circu-
lating in the West, I must 
emphasise the opposite. We 
don’t view any state as our 
enemy. We simply have a 
defence policy, as clearly 
stipulated by the law,” the 
President underlined. He 
notes that Belarus welcomes 
any action which promoting 
peace. “We don’t recognise 
threats or double standards; 
our foreign political line is 
perfectly clear. We’re acting 
openly, focusing on collec-
tive defence.”

Mr. Lukashenko stresses 
that stronger shared mili-
tary security and enhanced 
Union State protection are 
priorities, as is no secret. 
“Accordingly, we’re devel-
oping joint regional forces 

from Belarus and Russia, 
and must train to ensure 
that they’re ready to meet 
any aggressor — from wher-
ever they appear,” the Bela-
rusian leader explained.

He added, “This is espe-
cially relevant in our trou-
bled times. We’ve witnessed 
growing armed violence and 
widespread bloodshed in 
the world arena, so we need 
to be prepared. I’d like to re-
mind you of a simple truth: 
armies should be trained in 
how to fight in order to fulfil 
their duty, being in a state of 
constant readiness to defend 
the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of their coun-
try. I refer to the defence 
capacity of the joint army of 
Belarus and Russia — a re-
gional group of forces based 
in the western direction: our 
zone of responsibility.”

In 2009, the President of 
Russia joined Mr. Lukash-

enko in agreeing that joint 
exercises would be held 
annually, with Belarus and 
Russia taking it in turns to 
host; this year, Belarus is 
organising the event. The 
Head of State notes that, in 
recent years much has been 
done in the Armed Forces 
to develop various armed 
systems, forces of special 
operations and territorial 
defence forces. “We haven’t 
concealed the fact that 
we’ve updated our army, as 

the Russians have, so that 
they are better able to meet 
today’s threats and chal-
lenges. We’ve enhanced our 
military co-operation with 
our strategic ally Russia and 
with other CSTO member 
states, including the sharing 
of technology,” added the 
Belarusian President.

Mr. Lukashenko notes 
that developments in the 
military sphere will be test-
ed during the forthcoming 
exercise, with each detail 

planned carefully. Having 
listened to the report, he ap-
proved the concept for Za-
pad-2013, which is expected 
to take place this autumn. 
He has asked that more at-
tention be paid to practical 
training, including interac-
tion between control agen-
cies and the national secu-
rity system.

The forthcoming exer-
cise will feature the regional 
group of forces of Belarus 
and Russia, as well as CSTO 

collective rapid response 
forces.

Of course, we hope 
that conflict never rears its 
head and it’s fortunate that 
our army has not yet been 
obliged to prove itself in de-
fence of Belarus but we must 
remain ready for any even-
tuality. Sadly, the world is 
unstable. The army exists for 
our protection, so it needs 
to keep well trained; this is 
why we regularly organise 
military manoeuvres. 

Listening to a report by 
Belarus’ Defence Minister, 
Yuri Zhadobin, on forthcoming 
strategic field exercises, 
President of Belarus Alexander 
Lukashenko noted that such 
exercises by the armed forces of 
the Republic of Belarus and the 
Russian Federation — Zapad-
2013 (West-2013) — present no 
threat to other states

Credit tranche to ensure 
country’s financial stability

Combat readiness essential 
for Republican military forces
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Sergeant Alexander Kozhakov took part in tactical exercises on the eve of the Defenders of the Fatherland Day


