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By Daria Kurilova

A recent meeting of the 
Scientifi c and Methodologi-
cal Council for Historical 
and Cultural Heritage had 
added the two unique cu-
linary creations to the rec-
ognised legacy of Belarus, 
helping ensure their preser-
vation.

Teresa Strui and her 
daughter, Marina Khrol, 
from the village of Matyu-
kovo, have been cooking 
butter ram for celebratory 
events for many years. 
Homemade salted butter 
is used to form the shape 
of a ram with horns and 
curly wool, explains 
the Director of the 
Vitebsk Regional 
Methodologi-
cal Centre for 
Folk Art, Yeka-
terina Labuko. 
Th e ‘sculpture’ 
can decorate 
any holiday ta-
ble but lasts for 
some time, allowing it 
to be enjoyed for weeks. 
Traditionally, the ram is 
eaten from its tail forwards.  
Th e wonderful art of butter 
shaping is known through-
out the Glubokoe District, 
and the ladies oft en receive 
orders for weddings, bap-
tisms and for Easter parties 

— from far and wide.
Another tradition 

is associated with 
baking rye bread, 
explains Stepanida 
Lupach, from the 
village of Derkovsh-
china. She b a k e s 
v a r i -
ous rye 
breads, in 
the shape 
of maple 

leaves, 
adding ba- con for 
fl avour, ‘early-maturing’ and 
special to take on the road. 
Moreover, she’s happy to 
share her experience with 
local school students and 

those attending arts and 
craft s classes at the House of 
Craft s.

According to Ms. Labu-
ko, the Glubokoe authorities 
hope that their traditional 
dishes will attract visitors 

to the region. It’s planned to 
build a hut with a furnace 
for baking rye bread. Butter 
rams will also be made there, 
allowing guests to watch fi rst 

hand.
T h e 

V i t e b s k 
R e g i o n 

already 
b o a s t s 
i n t a n -

g i b l e 
c u l -

tural heritage treasures — 
such as the Christmas game 
of ‘Tereshka’s Wedding’, 
from the Lepel District. 
Vitebsk is rich in cultural 
traditions, with over a doz-

en ceremonies, craft s, and 
dishes already recognised on 
the list of intangible cultural 
heritage. Another four items 
are soon to be presented to 
the Scientifi c and Methodo-
logical Council: openwork 
weaving, felt making, the 
wedding horned round loaf 

and another national dish.
Belarus was one of 

the fi rst countries to sign 
a UNESCO convention 
safeguarding intangi-
ble cultural heritage, in 
2003. Our country is 
also a member of the 

U N E S C O 
Intergovern-

mental Committee 
for the Safeguarding 

of Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage. 
Since 2005, Belarus 
has worked hard to 

identify as-
pects of its 
intangible cul-

tural heritage. 
Th e ‘Kolyady 
Tsars’ ritual, 

performed during 
the celebration of Christmas 
and New Year in the village 
of Semezhevo in the Minsk 
Region, was the fi rst to be 
recognised.

Belarus now has a single 
state list of over 60 historical 
and cultural treasures: ma-
terial and intangible.

Local dishes as attractions
Unusual dishes — such as butter ram and rye bread from the Glubokoe District — 
recognised as part of the intangible cultural heritage of Belarus

Don’t be surprised if you 
notice a bevy of beauties in 
Minsk this September. Th e 
Belarusian capital is hosting 
Miss Supranational, gather-
ing entrants from around the 
world. Th e contest is among 
the top fi ve international 
beauty contests and is known 
for being open and fair, while 
placing high demands on its 
participants. Girls from sev-
enty countries (and fi ve con-
tinents) are taking part.

Miss Supranational was 
hosted by Latin America for 
a long time, where female 
beauty is highly appreciated. 
However, the contest moved 
to Europe in 2009, with Po-
land hosting it for four years 
in a row. Polish cities ‘fought’ 
severely to win the honour, as 
it’s a true pleasure to host the 
contest. Th e event is broad-
cast to 70 states.

Th is year, Belarus is 
hosting the prestigious in-
ternational forum: a fi tting 
honour, as our Belarusian 
beauties have successfully 
won prizes in previous years. 
In 2009, Marina Lepesha 
became Miss Supranational 
First Runner-Up and, in 

2011, Lyudmila Yakimo-
vich did the same. Last year, 
Yekaterina Buraya, from Bo-
bruisk, won the crown. In 
previous years winners have 
been Poland’s Monika Lewc-
zuk (2011), Panama’s Karina 
Pinilla (2010) and Ukraine’s 
Oksana Moria (2009). Th e la-
dies recently visited Belarus, 
to see Minsk’s preparations 
for the international pageant.

Th e contestants will of-
fi cially arrive in August, 
explains the First Deputy 
Chairman of ONT TV Chan-

nel (organising the event), 
Sergey Khomich. He tells 
us to expect a spectacular 
show. “It’s being organised 
six months before the World 
Hockey Championship so 
we aim to link the two, giv-
ing the forum a hockey or ice 
theme. Th ree weeks before 
the contest, we’ll try to teach 
the entrants to skate and play 
hockey.”

Th ose aged 17 to 26 wish-
ing to represent Belarus can 
apply to ONT TV Channel. 
Entrants may not be married 

or divorced, must not have 
children and must speak Eng-
lish. In addition, model looks 
are required. Th e terms are to 
appear on the TV channel’s 
website in February.

Th e fi nals will take place 
on September 6th, with a 
venue yet to be chosen. No 
doubt, it will be a unique 
event for Belarus, with the 
TV broadcast presenting our 
culture to a global audience. 
All beauty pageant hosts use 
such events to promote their 
country.

Beauty is strong force
Belarus hosts prestigious beauty pageant

Belarusian J.S. Bach 
cartoon wins Golden 
Eagle for ‘Best Animated 
Film-2012’, awarded by 
the National Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences of Russia

Th e contest brought to-
gether 32 short animated 
fi lms, with the Belarusian 
entry being 13 minutes long. 
Th e Golden Eagle victory is 
our fi rst at the prestigious 
forum, although Belarus’ 
animated fi lm industry is 42 
years old. Th e fi lm’s director, 
Yelena Petkevich, was uncer-
tain of the idea initially but 
her childhood recollections 
of Bach and his music helped 
her bring the fi lm to life in a 
poetic and romantic manner.

Oleg Silvanovich, the Di-
rector General of the Belarus-
fi lm National Film Studio, is 
confi dent that more awards 
are in store for the cartoon, 
which is to take part in at least 
15 fi lm festivals. Th e musical 
biopic is part of a transna-
tional educational series enti-
tled Tales from an Old Piano 
— a joint project by Belarus-

fi lm and Russia’s Mir Studio. 
Two more fi lms in the series 
are being released in late au-
tumn: Russia’s Debussy and 
Belarus’ Chopin. 

Th e annual Golden Ea-
gle awards are Russia’s an-
swer to the Oscars. Karen 
Shakhnazarov’s White Tiger, 
about the Great Patriotic War, 
has been named the best fi lm 
of 2012 while Andrey Pro-
shkin has been awarded as 
best director for Orda. Danila 
Kozlovsky (starring in the 
Dukhless) is best actor while 
Anna Mikhalkova (Love with 
an Accent) is best actress.

Bach followed 
by Chopin

Large round 
dance of Belarusian 

cultural heritage 
from UNESCO

J.S. Bach in the movie

Belarusian Lyudmila Yakimovich wins Miss Supranational Beauty Contest


