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By Kirill Dovlatov

In 2011, the eff ectiveness 
of state support for sports 
came under scrutiny, with a 
new formula being designed 
to encourage sports organi-
sations to become more in-
dependent. State funding is 
now reliant on the success 
of particular teams and ath-
letes. However, there is still 
‘room for improvement’, as 
the President notes.

Mr. Lukashenko empha-
sises, “You won’t be able to 
make the overall picture look 
pretty using only some of 
those operating successfully 
and effi  ciently. I have the 
preliminary results of nine 
team club inspections, pro-
vided by the Committee of 
State Control, and, frankly, 
they aren’t impressive.”

Regarding salaries, Mr. 
Lukashenko agrees that suc-
cess deserves to be rewarded 
and that fi nancial incentives 
can be eff ective but that wag-
es should be within reason-
able limits. It’s generally ac-
cepted that it costs money to 
ensure success in profession-

al sports but some also have 
false ideas about what can 
be achieved through money 
alone. Success is, naturally, 
reliant on great eff ort. In re-
cent years, the state has pro-

vided tremendous support 
to sport, building dozens of 
arenas and ice rinks, which 
meet world standards. Lead-
ing athletes and world stars 
now come to train at Minsk-

Arena and at Staiki.
Nevertheless, our results 

in some areas are embar-
rassingly poor. Th e Presi-
dent notes, in particular, that 
football and hockey, which 
receive great state support, 
have failed to live up to ex-
pectations. He asserts, “Foot-
ballers and hockey players 
are the most highly paid but 
what results have we seen? 
None! From now on, spon-
sorship of sports clubs and 
organisations by public en-
terprises must equal state 
support. Th ere’s no more to 
be said.”

Teams will need to rely 
on generating their own 
funds or attracting invest-
ments rather than being al-
located state funds; there 
are no bottomless pockets. 
Mr. Lukashenko emphasises, 
“Salaries shouldn’t be too 
low or too high. We need 
to create a competitive en-
vironment in sport, review-
ing fi nancing — including 
presidential scholarships. In 
order to receive such funds, 
athletes need to keep proving 
themselves.”

By Victor Velikhanov

Th e Government has an-
nounced the preliminary 
socio-economic results from 
2012, alongside the budget 
performance. Infl ation was 
reduced signifi cantly while 
the exchange rate stabilised 
and a positive balance of for-
eign trade was achieved. Th e 
consolidated budget for 2012 
saw a welcome surplus.

Balance observed 
However, according to the 

Deputy Economy Minister, 
Alexander Yaroshenko, GDP 
growth failed to reach the 105 
percent forecast (standing at 
101.5 percent). Sadly, the glo-
bal potash market crashed, 
leading to a loss of over 20 
percent of export volume — 
worth half a billion dollars.

We lacked suffi  cient in-
vestments in basic capital, ow-
ing to the rise in interest rates 
and limited available credit 
within state programmes. 
Nevertheless, the Economic 
Minister notes, “Our main 
task was to eliminate the 
macroeconomic imbalances 
of 2011, which we achieved.”

Rating with advantage
Positive trends have been 

observed in international rank-

ings. In particular, the Foreign 
Direct Investment Magazine 
(published by Th e Financial 
Times) has called Belarus one 
of the most progressive reform-
ers in Eastern Europe in the 
fi eld of business development. 
“Belarus’ ranking is already 
much higher than that of its 
neighbours in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia, and twice 
as high as that of Russia and 
Ukraine. It is only three places 
behind such heavyweights of 
foreign direct investment as 
Poland. Globally, Belarus is 
ranked 9th out of 185 econo-
mies for ease of starting up a 
business,” notes the author of 

the article, Courtney Fingar. 
Last year, Belarus rose to 58th 
place from its ranking of 115th 
(fi ve years ago).

Th e real income of the 
population increased by 20 
percent, with demand for non-
food items rising, showing a 
higher standard of living. Infl a-
tion was kept within the fore-
cast 22 percent, with growth 
largely inspired by free pricing 
and tariff s (which accounted 
for four fi ft hs of the total rise in 
the consumer price index). In-
fl ation should fall as economic 
effi  ciency improves: the 2013 
forecast is for no more than 12 
percent.

Zero defi cit
Deputy Finance Min-

ister Maxim Yermolovich 
forecasts another balanced 
budget for this year, with 
social orientation. GDP is 
expected to rise by 108.5 per-
cent, without the economy 
overheating, which can lead 
to artifi cial stimulation of 
domestic demand. Accord-
ing to Mr. Yaroshenko, mod-
ernisation of production, the 
creation of new enterprises, 
the attraction of foreign di-
rect investments and the use 
of modern technologies and 
new management will make 
this possible.

By Victor Kharkov, editor

Looking at the fi rst issue 
of Th e Minsk Times (dated 
February 4th, 2003) it’s as 
fresh and colourful as today’s 
issue, although diff ering in 
layout. In fact, the brightness 
has toned down a little since 
then; we’ve polished small 
details.

Our original aim was 
not to surprise but to de-
liver a new face for our na-
tion, presenting Belarus to a 
worldwide audience. We’ve 
certainly managed to impress 
foreign readers over the years. 
Aft er a few issues, we received 
an email from a Belgian jour-
nalist who, having worked 
for several Brussels editions, 
was impressed by ours. He 
was keen to join our editorial 
offi  ce, which was very unex-
pected. It was the ultimate ac-
colade. I cannot now recollect 
how we settled the situation 
but even at that time this was 
true recognition and approval 
of the chosen way. We tried 
not to betray our readers in 
their expectations.

In our fi rst issue, we in-
vited readers far and wide to 
visit our newly sovereign state 
at the heart of Europe. We de-
tailed our industrial achieve-
ments, such as making BelAZ 
vehicles, while explaining our 
currency and the circulation 
of foreign currencies. We also 
noted an order from famous 
brand Nike to sew sports-
wear.

Moreover, we printed 
wonderful photos one of Be-
larus’ main historical and 
cultural treasures: Mir Castle. 
We’d done well at the Biathlete 
World Cup, so our sporting 
column featured the winner 
of those competitions, carry-
ing our national fl ag in hands. 
I refer here to the achieve-
ments of Belarusian biathlete 
Darya Domracheva — one of 
the leaders of the world bia-
thlon among women. Free-

style aerial jumper Dmitry 
Dashchinsky appeared on the 
same page, smiling from the 
medals podium. A few issues 
previously, he’d been on the 
front page for his medal at the 
Freestyle Aerials World Cup. 
Our sportsmen and women 
continue to go from strength 
to strength, as do our success-
es in other spheres. Looking at 
our front pages from the past 
decade, I cannot help but feel 
pride in these achievements.

I oft en pass Minsk’s 
Railway Station and always 
admire its beauty. In Febru-
ary 2003, this beautiful and 
contemporary railway sta-
tion was newly opened, daz-
zling in glass and concrete. A 
photo from its offi  cial launch 
shows sunlight glinting from 
the façade, while a young girl 
in national costume stands 
nearby. Th e caption reads: 
‘Welcome to Belarus’. Th is 
symbol of Belarusian hospi-
tality began operation at the 
same time as our newspaper.

One decade on, we’re 
pleased to still be welcoming 
our readers. As to whether 
we’ve changed over time, you 
are the best judge. We’ve en-
deavoured to move with the 
times, avoiding stagnation, 
although our appearance is 
much the same. Perhaps the 
biggest diff erence is in our 
content. We’ve worked hard 
to appeal to varying tastes 
and interests while revealing 
our country’s wealth of talent 
and economic potential. It’s 
been no hard task, since there 
are so many wonderful stories 
to report on and people seem 
to have an unending desire to 
learn about modern Belarus.

We hope that our news-
paper has brought our read-
ership closer to Belarus, 
showing our character and 
determination, which are 
built upon our rich historical 
and cultural legacy. In a word, 
we’ll continue to keep you in-
formed.

Always 
with 
you
February 4th 
marks 10th 
anniversary of 
The Minsk Times 
launch

State support for sports
President discusses key measures of state support for sports organisations

Vital to move forward, 
but without overheating
How did the economy perform last year 
and what should we expect next?
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Work on the issue of The Minsk Times

This year is expected to be favourable for Belarusian economy

Sport requires effective dynamics


