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By Marina Semenova

Miracle Under the Mi-
croscope, by Vladimir Ani-
skin, is designed to boggle 
the imagination. On show 
at the House Museum of the 
1st Congress of RSDRP in 
Minsk, the amazing works 
are all tiny, visible in detail 
only with a microscope.  
A physicist by profession, 
Mr. Aniskin spends his free 
time steeped in a miniature 
world. 

The smallest Russian 
nesting doll, lily-of-the-
valleys made from particles 
of dust and other ‘mini-

ature wonders’ are on show 
at the exhibition.

Icon just 1cm in size 
“No more than 10 such 

micro miniature experts ex-
ist worldwide, like Aniskin,” 
admits Andrey Lenevich, a 
research officer at the mu-
seum. “Each has their own 
individual skills of course.” 
Minsk is currently hosting 
29 works by Mr. Aniskin, 
including the ‘Icon of St. 
Matrona of Moscow’ – being 
exhibited for the first time 
to the public. Just 6-8mm in 
size, it was blessed in church 
last month.

Some millimetres — for 
some years

Vladimir Aniskin has 
been absorbed in his ‘subtle 
art’ for 15 years now, hav-
ing begun by inscribing New 
Year wishes to his mother on 
a glazed rice kernel. He uses 

superfine tools, and works be-
tween breaths and heartbeats, 
having learned not only to 
handle his minute equipment 
but to time his breath with his 
heartbeats. One false move 
can ruin all! 

In spite of his experience, 

it still takes him a great many 
months to produce a single 
micro-miniature. ‘Chess Ta-
ble’ and ‘UEFA Cup’ were 
most challenging, taking 6 
months each. It took 41 at-
tempts to make his ‘UEFA 
Cup’. His rose on the end of 

a horse’s hair (0.2mm diam-
eter) is also marvelous, with 
stalk and leaves made from 
particles of green powder. 
Seeing with your own eyes is 
preferable to reading of these 
marvels; your amazement 
will be certain.

Subtle 
art born 
under the 
microscope
Train of camels through eye 
of a needle and Maradona’s 
T-shirt on a poppy seed

By Andrey Fiodorov

Malyavanka is a tradition-
al kind of Belarusian folk art, 
using glue paints on uncoated 
canvas or oilcloth. The best 
collections are held at Zaslavl’s 
Historical-Archaeological 
Cultural Preserve and at the 

Museum of Ancient Belaru-
sian Culture. Of course, it’s no 
mere chance that the Museum 
of Ancient Belarusian Culture 
is hosting the exhibition.

Annually in summer, for 
a whole month, Belarusian 
State Academy of Arts stu-
dents learn the history and 

technology of colouring and 
explore its creative possibili-
ties. Each is required to copy 
from an original and to create 
their own original, for exhibi-
tion. There’s no doubt that this 
distinctive decorative genre 
offers huge possibilities to 
contemporary artists.

Traditions, topical 
for modern times
Museum of Ancient Belarusian Culture, of National 
Academy of Sciences of Belarus, hosts exhibition 
of Belarusian State Academy of Arts student 
works, from Costume and Textiles Department: 
Malyavanka: Traditions and Modern Times

Way of 
Vitina 
across four 
countries
Grodno Region to take 
part in trans-boundary 
cultural-educational 
project aimed at creating 
unique international 
cultural route

The project aims to create a 
unique international cultural-
historical and tourist route, 
called Way of Vitina (the name 
of the 19th century river trad-
ing ship which ran across the 
Niemen). The route would pass 
through Lithuania, Belarus, 
Poland and the Kaliningrad 
Region, showing guests how 
navigation was used in the time 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithua-
nia and thereafter. Those inter-
ested in learning the ancient art 
of sailing would gain fascinat-
ing insight, as well as learning 
about river ports, the restora-
tion of ancient vessels, and new 
projects involved in the devel-
opment of cultural heritage.

Grodnoinvest intends to 
initiate infrastructure to sup-
port the route, with moorings 
on the River Niemen and on 
the Avgustovsky Canal. Trakai 
History Museum, the Polish 
Maritime Museum in Gdańsk, 
the Lithuanian Sea Museum, 
the Lithuanian University of 
Educational Sciences, Klaipeda 
Tourist Information Centre, 
the World Ocean Museum in 
Kaliningrad and the Yanka 
Kupala State University of 
Grodno are also taking part in 
the project.

Everlasting Classics 
on Christmas Eve

By Andrey Fiodorov

In 2014, Moldova is to 
host Days of Belarusian 
Culture

During a meeting of the 
Intergovernmental Belaru-
sian-Moldovan Commission 
for Trade and Economic Co-
operation, held in Chisinau, 
it has been agreed to hold 
Days of Belarusian Culture in 
Moldova in 2014 and Days of 
Culture of Moldova in Bela-
rus in 2015. 

The Culture Ministries 
of Belarus and Moldova will 
be overseeing arrangements, 
while continuing to invite 
groups to participate in inter-
national music, theatre and 
folk festivals and competi-
tions, in both countries. In 
addition, our ministries will 
be promoting the exchange of 
contemporary art exhibitions, 
new museum technology, and 
mutual participation in inter-
national book fairs, held in 
Belarus and Moldova.

Exchanging the best of 
our remarkable cultures

By Vladimir Samsonov

Minsk hosts 4th 
international opera 
forum

The event brought to-
gether artistes from 16 coun-
tries worldwide, including 
Poland, the Czech Repub-
lic, Canada, Russia, Geor-
gia, Ukraine and the Baltic 
States. Heads of the world’s 
largest opera theatres and 
European impresarios were 
invited to Minsk as honor-
ary guests.

Next December, the first 
international Christmas con-
test of opera vocalists is to be 
held in Minsk, in three stag-
es, gathering 150-200 vocal-
ists for the first round. En-
trants will be able to choose 
their pieces independently, 

for performance with piano 
accompaniment.

The top 12-16 will then 
go through to the second 
round, singing two arias: 
one foreign and one from 
Russian or Belarusian opera. 
In the final round, contend-
ers will participate in scenes 
from the theatre’s operatic 
repertoire.
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Exhibits only visible when viewed through microscope

Audiences appreciate true beauty


