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Encouraging 
more trips
By Svetlana Devyatkova

Belarusians able to travel to 
Turkey without visas from next 
spring

The Council of the Republic has 
approved the ratification of an agree-
ment between the Government of 
Belarus and the Government of Tur-
key on readmission. The document 
will cover labour migrants and those 
transiting through Belarus.

Citizens of Belarus will be able to 
stay in Turkey for up to 30 days from 
their date of entry without a visa and 
may enter Turkish territory without 
a visa repeatedly during one year, up 
to a total period not exceeding 90 
days. A readmission centre is to be 
set-up, and the visa-free regime with 
Turkey may begin by next spring.

Course of 
rapprochement 
underway
By Yevgeny Smirnov

Belarus and China prepare 
to sign road map to develop 
strategic partnership

The road map should be signed 
in early 2014, according to the Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the People’s Republic 
of China to Belarus, H.E. Mr. Gong 
Jianwei.

With the Am-
bassador due to 
depart, Vladimir 
Andreichenko, 
the Head of 
the House of 
Representa-
tives of the 
National As-
sembly, con-
gratulated him 
on his successful 
work at the Chinese 
Embassy. He noted 
that all agreements have been put 
into action, and that Belarus has al-
ways felt China’s support within in-
ternational organisations.

Gong Jianwei pronounced his 
enjoyment of his time in Belarus, 
saying that it has become like a sec-
ond home to him. He is pleased to 
have seen such good results in the 
spheres of politics, trade and invest-
ment, research, technology and hu-
manitarian work. A great many joint 
projects are being realised. 

By Veniamin Mishin

President of Belarus 
Alexander Lukashenko 
familiarises himself with 
combat training of 5th 
independent special 
mission brigade of the 
special operations forces 
of the Armed Forces

The Head of State received 
reports on tasks and combat 
opportunities of the brigade, 
the state and prospects of the 
development of armament, 
military and special tech-
nique for special operations 

forces, as well as communica-
tions, diving gear and equip-
ment.

A state programme re-
cently paid to re-equip spe-
cial operations forces units, 
with new vehicles coming 
into operation: cross-country 
MAZ trucks made in Belarus, 
and lightly armoured cross-
country Bogatyr vehicles. 
They also received the latest 
small arms and ammunition, 
steerable parachutes, moun-
taineering and diving equip-
ment and devices for signals 
intelligence.

The President then vis-
ited a military camp, where 
the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces of Belarus 
reported on the current state 
of training and living condi-
tions and made suggestions 
for improvement. According 
to the state programme, util-
ity lines and networks have 
been completely replaced in 
the military camp, with the 
improvement of the camp’s 
territory finished and more 
than 60 facilities upgraded.

The Council of Ministers 
has adopted the next state 

programme for 2014-2018, 
creating optimum conditions 
for billeting of troops and 
providing for training and 
equipment of our forces.

President Lukashenko 
believes that the special op-
erations forces of the Armed 
Forces of Belarus play a vital 
role, emphasising, “We may 
not need so many mecha-
nised units. Such special 
operations forces may repre-
sent a prospect for Belarus.” 
He has demanded that every 
camp operate in the manner 
in which he has been shown 

during his tour. “I want to 
ensure that this was not just 
a showcase event!” he pro-
claimed. Moreover, a good 
microclimate should be main-
tained in army units, and the 
harassment of younger fellow 
soldiers will not be tolerated. 
Mr. Lukashenko believes that 

army training can transform 
the younger generation, al-
lowing them to take special 
skills into civilian life. “We 
could use these young peo-
ple,” said the Head of State. 
“They should not get lost. 
They should occupy a decent 
place in civilian life.”

Army ardour strengthens spirit

By Vladimir Khromov

At the Moscow session 
of the Union State Council 
of Ministers, the Belarusian 
PM noted, “The Stand-
ing Committee shouldn’t 
hesitate in raising issues of 
acute importance. It should 
make us meet more often. 
We’ve agreed with Dmitry 
Medvedev that our meet-
ings should be held more 
regularly.”

Russian Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev added, 
“We should meet as often 
as necessary.” He believes 
that, alongside the Union 
State Council of Ministers, 
high-level groups headed 
by the prime ministers of 
our two countries should 
meet regularly. He is also 
keen to see the ministries 
of Belarus and Russia in-
tensify their joint work.

The Prime Minister 
of the Russian Federation 
believes it necessary to 

analyse Belarusian-Russian 
trade, which has fallen by 
11 percent this year, after 
growing in 2012. He is con-
vinced that both sides need 
to reduce administrative 
barriers and make full use 
of the advantages of the Un-
ion State, while developing 
co-operation in all areas. 
He notes that he has major 
expectations for large inte-
gration projects in certain 
spheres, saying, “We need 
to admit that progress in 
some areas has been slow, 
yet we can achieve posi-
tive results within a short 
period of time in some ar-
eas.” He names high-tech 
spheres, especially space, as 
being breakthrough areas. 
“Belarus is a key partner 
for us here,” stressed Mr. 
Medvedev.

The agenda of the re-
cent session was quite in-
tensive, including almost 
three-dozen issues tackling 
the development of bilater-

al collaboration and Union 
State integration. A major 
issue was the draft Union 
State budget for 2014. Ac-

cording to the Russian PM, 
it will amount to almost 
5bn Russian Roubles, with 
most directed towards the 

private sector. In particu-
lar, over 40 previously ap-
proved joint programmes 
are to be financed.

Answering journalists’ 
questions after the Union 
State Council of Ministers 
session in Moscow, Mr. 
Medvedev said that the 
shift towards a single cur-
rency for the Union State 
is potentially possible, but 
may not be immediately 
necessary. “We’re looking at 
processes on the world cur-
rency market. If we look at 
European processes, we can 
draw definite conclusions; 
many European partners 
believe that they’ve rushed 
into introducing a single 
currency across the ex-
panded European Union,” 
stressed Mr. Medvedev. He 
underlined that introduc-
ing a single currency is a 
serious move and would 
only be considered ‘after 
seriously calculating all 
consequences’.

Belarusian PM Mikhail Myasnikovich deems necessary to raise 
efficiency of Union State Standing Committee

Union State needs 
substance over style 

By Vladimir Maslov

“People coming to Belarus for 
the Championship will be able to 
enter visa-free between April 25th 
to May 30th, needing only their 
passports and tickets, printed or 
electronic, to cross the border. No 
visas will be necessary,” noted Leo-
nid Maltsev, the Chairman of the 
State Border Committee of Bela-
rus, speaking at the National As-

sembly’s House of 
Representatives.

He explained 
that 15 major border 
checkpoints are 
expected to 
see the major-
ity share of par-
ticipants and guests 
seeking entry for the World-class 
hockey event. Of course, Minsk 
National Airport, alongside Minsk-

1 and Gomel airports, will 
be extremely busy, as will 
the eight highway border 

crossings: Kamenny Log, 
Kotlovka, Beresto-
vitsa, Bruzgi, Brest, 
Domachevo, Novaya 
Rudnya and Novaya 
Guta. In addition, 

there will be four entry 
points by rail: Gudogai, 

Brest, Teryukha 
and Terekhov-
ka.

Mr. Malt-
sev announced 
that an electronic 

queuing system is planned for the 
Belarusian border, with the State 
Border Committee having already 

chosen a border checkpoint to test 
the system. He added, “Together 
with an electronic queuing system, 
there will be special service zones 
at the border, where automobile 
transport vehicles will wait their 
turn. Small hotels may also appear 
within these zones.”

Visitors will soon be able to 
register online, via the State Border 
Committee website, to schedule 
their time for border crossing. Mr. 
Maltsev explained, “If you sched-
ule your border crossing time for 
11.00 to 12.00 and you miss your 
slot, you’ll join the general queue.”

The Head of the State Border 
Committee stressed that no special 
legislation is required in creating 
the electronic queuing system.
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Visa-free entry for 2014 IIHF 
World Championship fans, 
hosted by Minsk, valid from 
April 25th to May 30th

Special squad soldiers show all that they’ve been taught

M. Myasnikovich and D. Medvedev relying on co-operation

It will be easier to cross the border during 
championship by joining electronic queue


