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Projects 
bring 
benefit
Cannes presentation of 
investment opportunities 
into major Minsk 
construction sites

The presentation took 
place during the international 
retail property market expo-
sition MAPIC — the world’s 
largest for the construction of 
trade centres, held regularly in 
Cannes. This year, the event 
gathered over 780 companies 
from 68 countries. Taking part 
in the opening of the Belarusian 
pavilion was the Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of Belarus to France, H.E. 
Mr. Pavel Latushko, alongside 
Gary Burrows, Head of Prop-
erty and Asset Management for 
Dana Holdings, (Switzerland). 
The holding company helped 
arrange the Belarusian pavilion. 
Mr. Latushko presented Minsk 
as a great place to invest in 
real estate, while Mr. Burrows 
told potential investors about 
projects to construct shopping 
malls and business centres in 
our capital, giving examples of 
successful investment projects 
already implemented in Bela-
rus’ premier city.

Special 
offers on 
flights 
Belavia cuts tariffs on 25 
routes

The prices for tickets on 
some Belavia routes are be-
ing reduced by more than fifty 
percent, including those from 
Minsk to Amsterdam, Stock-
holm, Prague, Paris, Helsinki, 
Tel Aviv and Rome. Includ-
ing taxes, a return ticket from 
Minsk to Amsterdam may cost 
200 Euros: one to Stockholm 
would be 170 Euros. The special 
offer with the national airline is 
to run until the end of winter; 
on some routes.

By Veniamin Khmelevsky

Nearly fifteen years ago, 
the citizens of our two coun-
tries had only a very superficial 
understanding of each other. 
However, a real breakthrough 
has occurred in a short period 
of time: much has been done 
which others might have taken 
decades to achieve.

Prehistory. An agreement 
on establishing diplomatic rela-
tions between our two countries 
was signed in 1997, but the first 
real steps were taken a year lat-
er, during Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chávez’s first official visit 
to Minsk. Much has changed 
since those times, with Belarus 
and Venezuela implementing 
more than 80 joint projects in 
the spheres of habitation, oil 
extraction, gasification, energy, 
agriculture, industry and sci-
ence.

Venezuela, as a member of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
the Latin American Economic 
System, the Latin American In-
tegration Association, the An-
dean and Amazonian Commu-
nities, and other organisations, 
represents a good platform 
for Belarus’ entry to the Latin 
American market. Venezuela’s 
membership of the MERCO-
SUR customs union opens wide 
prospects for Belarus, since it 
would give us access to the mar-
kets of Brazil, Argentina, Para-
guay and Uruguay, without du-
ties, by exporting joint venture 
goods made in Venezuela.

In turn, Venezuela is inter-
ested in gaining access to the 
markets of Europe and the Eur-
asian Economic Community, 
and those within the Customs 
Union — through Belarus. Es-
pecially of interest is the gradual 
expansion of the borders of the 
Customs Union as new mem-

bers join. By early 2015, the 
Eurasian Economic Union will 
also be a powerful association, 
covering markets from Belarus 
to China.

Which joint projects are of 
most interest and what can we 
offer each other? Venezuela is 
widely associated with rich nat-
ural resources and, of course, 
huge oil deposits. Naturally, 
Venezuela relies on extracting 
and refining oil; to a consider-
able degree, this defines its eco-
nomic and social well-being. 
Venezuela produces light crude, 
heavy and extra-heavy crude 
oil. It boasts 6.8 percent of the 
world’s stocks of ‘standard’ oil 
(about 80 billion barrels). This 
places it in sixth place globally, 
after Saudi Arabia, Russia, Iran, 
Iraq and Kuwait. Regarding ex-
tra-heavy crude oil, it possesses 
about 270 billion barrels: the 
most anywhere worldwide. 

The construction of ten 16-
storey apartment blocks is be-
ing carried out with the help of 
Belarusian experts in Caracas 
today: a whole micro-district 

is being erected, including so-
cial infrastructure. Five-storey 
homes have also been built in 
Maracaí and three assembly 
shops for MAZ tractors and 
cars have opened in Barinas. 
This is only part of our effective 
Belarusian presence.

Belarus was represented 
by the heads of ministries and 
departments at the recent fo-
rum, joined by the first Deputy 
Prime Minister and the Chair-
man of the Belarusian part of 
the Joint Commission on Trade 
and Economic Co-operation, 
Vladimir Semashko.

The closest interaction is 
being carried out with support 
from the intergovernmental 
commission: soon to set the 
road map for bilateral interac-
tion for the short and long term, 
at its meeting in the first quar-
ter of 2014, covering building, 
petro-chemistry, car and trac-
tor construction, gasification, 
science and education.

Over a short period of time, 
Venezuela and Belarus have 
made a breakthrough in eco-

nomic co-operation. They’ll 
continue to follow a path of 
expansion, to mutual advan-
tage. The Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Venezuela to Belarus, H.E. Mr. 
Américo Díaz Núñez, speak-
ing at the forum, reminded 
everyone of how Belarusian-
Venezuelan ties first began to 
develop. “The President of Ven-
ezuela, Hugo Chávez, having 
visited Belarus for the first time, 
chose this country as a promis-
ing partner, with a high level of 
technological, industrial and 
agricultural development. Hugo 
Chávez also paid attention to the 
similarity of our two countries’ 
policies, which focus clearly on 
social orientation.  President of 
Belarus Alexander Lukashenko 
has opened wide the door to 
co-operation with Venezuela,” 
underlined the Ambassador. 
He believes that our common 
interests, on which our relations 
are built, are rare for countries 
so geographically remote and 
emphasised that Hugo Chávez 
made huge efforts to protect his 

nation’s independence. 
To strengthen its sover-

eignty, Venezuela is working 
with its regional neighbours 
via such as integration associa-
tions as MERCOSUR, UNAS-
UR and ALBA. The Ambassa-
dor explains, “The population 
of the region numbers over 
500 million: a huge territory. 
Belarus and Venezuela are 
old partners but, over the last 
year, new directions appeared 
in our bilateral co-operation. 
For example, we are develop-
ing contacts in the spheres of 
science and education, with 
many scholarship holders 
now studying in Belarus. Ten 
people recently began to study 
various specialities in Belarus. 
Next year, 70 more will ar-
rive.”

The Bolivarian Republic 
is also a promising partner for 
our country, as discussed dur-
ing the visit of the President of 
Venezuela, Nicolás Maduro, to 
Belarus this July.

The road map is to be con-
sidered in the first quarter of 
2014, at a session of the Bilateral 
Intergovernmental Commis-
sion on Trade and Economic 
Co-operation, before being 
submitted for approval to the 
presidents of our two coun-
tries. The road map includes 
basic directions of co-opera-
tion in the spheres of building, 
petro-chemistry, car and trac-
tor construction, gasification, 
science, education and other 
areas. “We’ll co-operate in vari-
ous spheres — from agriculture 
to space,” stresses Vladimir Se-
mashko. He notes that the new 
programme of co-operation 
will promote further develop-
ment of trade and interaction 
between our two countries and 
improve the standard of living 
of citizens of Belarus and Ven-
ezuela.

By Vladimir Khromov

On seeing Mr. Denin, 
Mr. Lukashenko noted that, 
since their last meeting, in 
2005, bilateral trade with 
this Russian region has in-
creased 5-fold: nearing al-
most $900m in 2012. Posi-
tive trade dynamics have 
continued this year, con-
vincing the President that, 
in 2014, the landmark of 
$1bn should be reached.

Belarus and the Bryansk 
Region have been liaising 
for over fifteen years as re-
liable partners, as well as 
good neighbours. The Pres-
ident emphasised that the 

Bryansk Region is among 
Belarus’ major trading 
partners in Russia, adding 
that Belarus has never had 
problems with neighbour-
ing Russian regions.

Speaking about specific 
areas of co-operation, Mr. 
Lukashenko noted that Be-
larus is ready to meet the 
needs of the Bryansk Re-
gion in machinery and con-
struction materials. “We 
shouldn’t lag behind the 
integration processes going 
on between our countries. 
Therefore, we need to focus 
on implementing mutually 
beneficial joint projects, 
rather than just increasing 

trade volumes — although 
this is also important,” 
stressed the Belarusian 
Head of State.

According to the Presi-
dent, examples of such 
collaboration already ex-
ist. The Belarusian leader 
noted that Gomselmash 
and Amkodor machinery is 
now produced in the Bry-
ansk Region and, according 
to the Head of State, these 
joint projects have a pow-
erful combined effect, ena-
bling us to increase bilateral 
trade and create new jobs.

Mr. Lukashenko believes 
that joint ventures should 
orient towards sales within 

Russia and beyond, to third 
countries. He added that 
Belarus and the Bryansk 
Region have considerable 
co-operation potential in 
cattle breeding and crop 
production, as well as the 
manufacture and process-
ing of agricultural prod-
ucts. Moreover, Belarusian 
specialists are helping build 
homes and infrastructure 
in the Bryansk Region and 
are ready to take on more 
such projects.

“In other words, we’re 
neighbours and we’re open 
for interaction,” asserted 
the President, adding that 
Belarus will be glad to con-

sider any co-operation pro-
posals from Bryansk Region 
partners, aiming to develop 
further collaboration. Mr. 
Denin also welcomes in-
creased bilateral trade and 
the successful operation of 
joint ventures in the Bry-
ansk Region.

Meat and dairy produc-
tion are to be another area 
of collaboration, with ne-
gotiations already under-
way, as noted by Belarus’ 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Mikhail Rusy. Attending 
the meeting, he emphasised 
that corresponding integra-
tion projects may be imple-
mented by early 2015, with 

joint use of raw materials 
and processing of products, 
alongside unified efforts in 
potato growing.

The Bryansk Region 
is keen to renew its public 
transport fleet, with Be-
larus happy to offer sales 
from its wide range. Mr. 
Denin has suggested setting 
up a large joint company to 
trade foodstuffs, enabling 
competition with the larg-
est retail chains — which 
often raise prices.

Mr. Denin underlined 
that the Bryansk Region is 
keen to learn also from Be-
larus’ experience in devel-
oping small towns.

True neighbours and reliable partners
President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko, meets Governor of Bryansk Region, Nikolai 
Denin, expressing desire to see our mutual trade turnover reach $1bn in 2014

The second Venezuelan-Belarusian forum, hosted by Minsk, looks at 
development of both mutual relations and co-operation between our countries

Major road map to space

Belarus-Venezuela forum held for the second time


