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By Alexander Voronov

Belarusian-Russian Youth 
Orchestra finishes its tour 
season

The international orchestra has 
ended its season with a performance 
at the S.I. Taneev Concert Hall in 
Kaluga. The tour organisers were the 
Belarusian State Philharmonic Soci-
ety and the Moscow Centre of In-

ternational Competitions, while the 
two experienced conductors have 
been Andrey Galanov (Belarus) and 
Vyacheslav Valeev (Russia).

Throughout the year, the young 
musicians have rehearsed separately 
in Minsk and Moscow, only coming 
together just before the tour com-
menced.

Since its launch, the combined 
youth orchestra has visited Germa-

ny, (alongside Moscow, Minsk and 
Brest), taking part in jubilee events 
to mark the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
It has also toured Italy, attending the 
International Festival of Young Or-
chestras, and, in 2011, the orchestra 
performed in Prague.

This year, it has given concerts 
at the Upper Town Concert Hall 
in Minsk and in the cities of Cam-
bridge and London, in the UK.

Fine performances hit high note

By Andrey Fiodorov

European Youth Orchestra, 
under People’s Artist of Belarus 
Mikhail Kozinets, performs 
across France, Belgium, 
Germany and Luxembourg

The major international mu-
sical festival was recently hosted 
by French Nancy, with the open-
ing ceremony featuring the Euro-
pean Youth Orchestra, conducted 
by Mikhail Kozinets. Dulcimer 
player Alexandra Denisenya, a 
student of the Belarusian State 
Academy of Music who has won 

numerous international and na-
tional contests, performed solo. 
The Orchestra’s programme in-
cludes pieces by Rimsky-Korsa-
kov, Schumann and Hindemith, 
as well as Belarusian composer 
Vladimir Kuriyan, and has toured 
the cities of Nancy, Luxembourg, 
Strasbourg, Liège, Metz and Saar-
brücken.

Six conservatoires from four 
European countries have taken 
part, with the festival organised 
by Nancy’s Regional Conserva-
toire: recently engaged in close 
co-operation with the Belarusian 
State Academy of Music in the 
field of student exchange pro-
grammes and the organisation of 
joint musical events.

Six 
concerts 
across four 
countries

By Yuri Chernyakevich

Chabatukhi folk group, from the 
Pinsk District, in the Brest Region, 
has been giving numerous inter-
views to the Białystok media and 
has enjoyed a range of advertise-
ments on radio and TV, to promote 
its concerts. The Vyachorki (get-to-
gether) tour by the Pinsk group has 
thus caught the fancy of Polish resi-
dents, with various offers received to 
visit again next year.

Cheerful gatherings 
through autumn

Vyachorki is full of ringing songs, 
cheerful dances and popular games 
— as presented in Poland by the Be-
larusian group. In bygone days, such 
gatherings allowed young people to 
meet and court, each admiring the 
other’s talents and wit.

Once commonplace in Poland 
and in Belarus, Podlasie residents 
like to keep such traditions alive, 
explains local villager Tamash Suli-
ma. He tells us, “We need, really, to 
keep such gatherings going. Often, 
today’s boys do not know how to 
speak to girls, or are afraid to ask 
them to dance. These sort of gather-
ings are impossible without dancing 
so the initiative is a good one, bring-
ing youngsters closer.”

Dorofey Fionik, the Director of 
the Museum of Little Fatherland, in 

Studivody, is also keen to keep such 
traditions alive, asking Stoshany 
grandmothers to help him. He notes, 
“I met Chabatukhi in 2008, when 
they took part in Podlasie’s folk fes-
tival Deer Walks in the Pine Forest. 
Knowing their creativity and their 
interest in co-operation, I decided to 
offer a joint project, under the title 
Vyachorki. I’d say that the perform-
ances by the Pinsk art-
ists have become a ma-
jor event in the cultural 
life of Podlasie.”

Touring settlements 
large and small

The Polesie group spent five days 
in Poland, visiting not only Białystok 
but the neighbouring village of Du-
bichi Tserkovnye, which celebrates 
its 460th anniversary of parish crea-
tion this year. Meanwhile, in Lipiny, 
the local cultural society — Krin-

itsa — arranged 
for them to meet 
fans of Belarusian 
folklore.

The group’s 

performances have impressed spec-
tators young and old, with tradi-
tional renditions from long ago and 
with original songs and dancing. 
Each concert ends with the audi-
ence joining in such dances as the 
‘pas d’Espagne’, ‘krakowiak’, ‘polka’ 
and ‘korobochka’.

Nadezhda Shilovets, a member 
of Chabatukhi, tells us, 
“I’ve been learn-
ing these songs a n d 
dances since 
childhood; 

people in Stoshany sing at work 
and on holiday occasions — and, 
certainly, at weddings. It’s been a 
delight to be received so warmly by 
the inhabitants of Podlasie.” Ms. Shi-
lovets add that, in Stoshany, special 
wedding games — found only in this 
settlement — include ‘jumping on 
benches’; old and young jump from 
one wooden bench to another. Sadly, 
the game wasn’t shared on the tour, 
but fans have been invited to attend 
a Stoshany wedding, in order to ex-
perience the fun. Some have prom-
ised to visit hospitable Chabatukhi 
in Belarus, for this purpose.

With my own eyes, I’ve wit-
nessed people of all ages, from 
various towns and villages across 
Podlasie, watching enthusiastically 
the dances of our grandmothers, 
and delighting in traditional Pole-
sie songs, as well as participating 
cheerfully in games and entertain-
ments. Chabatukhi brings joy and 
fun wherever it goes, happy smiles 
and loud applause. It has given many 
concerts across Belarus: in small vil-
lages, and in large cities, in Brest and 
Minsk, and at such international 
festivals as Polesie’s Round Dance 
in Pinsk and Call of Polesie, hosted 
by Lyaskovichi. Now, the Pinsk per-
formers have conquered hearts in 
Poland. Which country will be next 
to fall in love with its wonderful mu-
sic and dancing?

Bygone entertainments are 
conquering people’s hearts
Stoshany village folk group, from Pinsk District, wins over Polish Podlaskie Voivodeship residents

By Yuliana Leonovich

Belarus’ Culture Ministry 
sponsors feature film Avel, with 
shooting to begin next January

Avel is the first film project in Bela-
rus to enjoy major state financing: over 
Br20bn. This sum has enabled General 
Director Sergey Zhdanovich to invite 
top stars to participate. Names are yet 
to be revealed but he notes, “We’ve al-
ready signed a contract with Eric Rob-
erts, with his scenes being shot in Los 
Angeles. He is eager to visit Belarus 
though, so we are looking at how best 
to achieve this.”

Mr. Zhdanovich is building an-
ticipation for the film by having placed 
the photos of 12 Hollywood actresses 
on his social network account, allud-
ing that one is to participate in the 

film; among them are Sandra Bullock, 
Angelina Jolie, Sharon Stone, Natalie 
Portman and Halle Berry. Bynet us-
ers are now guessing which of these 
beauties may soon come to Belarus for 
shooting.

Mr. Zhdanovich believes that Avel 
may attract American film-makers 
to come to Belarus, using it as a host 
country for more film shoots. He ex-
plains, “When I brought New York 
Film Academy Director Dan Mackler 
here, he asked if we’d open a branch of 
the Academy in Belarus, as this would 
attract cinema stars. There’s no doubt 
that such a move would help our coun-
try join the global cinema market. Mr. 
Mackler is interested in the idea and 
has already sent an official letter to our 
Culture Minister. Details are now be-
ing discussed.”

Hollywood celebrities 
eager to be acquainted

By Vladimir Samsonov

Wooden People documentary, 
by director Victor Aslyuk, 
receives People’s Choice Award 
at 10th Filmfest Eberswalde 
International Film Festival, in 
Germany

The film tells of lonely woodcarver 
Nikolay Vasilyevich Tarasyuk: the sole 
inhabitant of the deserted village of 
Stroilo, in the Brest Region’s Pruzhany 

District. Trying to return life to his 
settlement, the elderly man carves 
human figures from wood, creating a 
whole ‘community’ around himself: a 
rich imaginary life.

Mr. Aslyuk has screened the film 
at the HotDocs Documentary Film 
Festival in Toronto (Canada) and 
at the Cinema du Reel International 
Documentary Film Festival in Paris 
(France) and has been awarded at the 
Asolo Art Film Festival in Italy.

Imaginary life in village

Participants of Chabatukhi ensemble won the Belarusians of Poland with their songs

Mikhail Kozinets conducts
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