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Focused 
vision 
rather than 
dogma

Members of the Eurasian 
Association for Educational 
Assessment — including those 
from Belarus — recently met 
in Minsk for an international 
conference to discuss educa-
tion monitoring and prospects 
for inter-state co-operation in 
this sphere. “We’ve gathered 
to share experience and the re-
sults of our studies in the field 
of educational assessment,” 
noted Belarus’ Education 
Minister, Sergei Maskevich.

There is debate on the defi-
nition of ‘high-quality educa-
tion’ and how best to assess this 
but, in Belarus, the National 
Education Institute monitors 
educational standards while 
the Department of Educational 
Control is responsible for li-
censing and certification. Of 
course, times change, as Mr. 
Maskevich explained, “We are 
now discussing an independ-
ent assessment of educational 
achievements for basic school 
level, with debate to continue 
in Parliament. The Govern-
ment views the enhancement 
of our educational level as a 
top national task, with earlier 
school years (as in focus at the 
present conference) among the 
most important aspects. It’s a 
true challenge to fill gaps in the 
future.”

Through the Eurasian As-
sociation for Educational As-
sessment, former-Soviet states 
— united by common history, 
and cultural-linguistic and cur-
riculum proximity — aim to 
develop their own system of 
assessment, looking at per-
sonal development as a whole. 
“We cannot take Singapore 
or Finland as an example, as 
these are different cultures,” 
stressed the Association’s Presi-
dent, academic Victor Bolotov. 
“Our post-Soviet states share a 
common system and roots so 
it’s better that we use our best 
shared experience; it’s easier 
and more natural. This does 
not mean that we’ll focus on 
ourselves exclusively: in study-
ing global practices, we can find 
our own path.”

By Victor Mikhalev

Testing has already begun, with 
President Alexander Lukashenko visit-
ing the 61st fighter air force base in Bar-
anovichi — used for modern multifunc-
tional fighters responsible for protecting 
our air space. The Head of State familiar-
ised himself with the base’s operational 
readiness, as well as looking at its arma-
ment and military hardware and dis-
cussing prospects for the development 
and modernisation of the army.

Six minutes until take-off
On command, the duty crew of 

technical personnel prepared the MiG-
29 fighter aircraft for take-off. Having 
started the powerful engine, the pilot 
drove down the runway and take-off 
was achieved within the target time.

Mr. Lukashenko wanted to check the 

true situation in preparing duty planes 
for take-off and discovered that six and 
a half minutes are needed. President 
Lukashenko noted that 18 minutes is 
the time needed in Russia, and about 15 
minutes in Ukraine and Poland.

The President received a report on 
the military-air force and anti-aircraft 
forces, on aviation hardware and its 
serviceableness, and further operations, 
including the new Yak-130 trainer air-
craft. An important direction of devel-
opment is the wider use of unmanned 
crafts, which are being made in Belarus; 
the President inspected those being used 
and heard reports from staff on perform-
ance characteristics and application.

The commander of the air and anti-
aircraft forces, Oleg Dvigalev, introduced 
the anti-aircraft missiles currently in 
service and the Head of State heard about 
conditions and prospects for develop-

ment in the fields of reconnaissance, elec-
tronic warfare, navigation-topographical 
hardware and telecommunication engi-
neering. In particular, the President was 
shown how to operate the latest radar 
stations: Rosa and Vostok.

Power of intelligence
The President commented, “We 

Belarusians know how to make hard-
ware, as well as how to maintain and 
update it.” He noted that many states 
worldwide are engaged in modernis-
ing their military weaponry: an expen-
sive venture. “We can modernise air-
crafts and helicopters, so they are here, 
among our equipment.” 

Fighting reserve
Defence Minister Yuri Zhadobin 

reported on his vision for anti-aircraft 
defence systems, armour, aircraft and 

helicopters within the Belarusian army, 
proceeding from modern conditions. 
He also believes it important that we 
define the number of military bases. 
The President stressed that, taking into 
account military conflicts in the Arabic 
arc countries, there should be no hurry 
to decommission certain kinds of mili-
tary hardware. “Do we need the Su-27: 
a powerful and expensive aircraft? I’ve 
spoken out, saying we should think 
carefully and keep these aircraft for a 
certain period, regardless of the cost,” 
noted Mr. Lukashenko.

The final meeting took place at the 
mobile strategic command centre of 
the Armed Forces, where the President 
heard a report from Mr. Zhadobin on 
the state of affairs regarding the air force 
and anti-aircraft forces and combat 
support systems, including avenues for 
their development.

Armed Forces of Belarus being tested for combat readiness
Estimated time until take-off

By Veniamin Khmelevsky

Speaking at CIS Heads of 
Government Council session in 
St. Petersburg, Belarusian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Myasnikovich 
warns that co-ordinated 
industrial policy is vital to the 
CIS

Mikhail Myasnikovich summed up 
the preliminary results of Belarus’ chair-
manship of the CIS, emphasising that 
Belarus views the CIS as the most im-
portant regional organisation, with great 
co-operation potential in such fields as 

trade, investments and science, among 
others.

Belarus has already held most of 
the events planned for this year, includ-
ing sessions of CIS charter bodies and a 
number of landmark forums, such as a 
session of the CIS Ministerial Council, 
the Forum of Creative and Scientific 
Intellectuals, and the Belarusian Inter-
national Media Forum. Most recently, a 
session of the CIS Council of Heads of 
State took place in Minsk.

Belarus’ chairmanship has marked 
the start of negotiations on launching 
free trade for the services sector. “We’ve 

advanced in the formation of a com-
mon CIS agricultural market,” noted the 
Belarusian PM, adding that economic 
co-operation needs to focus on innova-
tions and high technologies. “This is the 
future. In fleshing out our inter-state 
innovative co-operation programme, 
adopted last year, we’ve agreed a list of 11 
innovative projects. Belarusian research 
facilities, companies and universities are 
taking part in nine of these,” explained 
Mr. Myasnikovich.

Drawing attention to a number of 
issues requiring additional considera-
tion, the PM noted that its experience of 

chairing the CIS has prompted Belarus to 
revise its approach in several spheres.  In 
particular, he believes that CIS member 
states should make better use of integra-
tion potential and establish more joint 
ventures. He asserted, “It’s high time we 
implemented a harmonised and co-ordi-
nated industrial policy. Apart from rais-
ing foreign investment into our national 
economies, we need to ramp up efforts 
to create conditions to attract domestic 
resources into various industries.” Mr. 
Myasnikovich believes that CIS member 
states need to focus more on protecting 
their common internal market.

Noticeable and advantageous progress 

By Vladimir Khromov

Single system of 
courts, under common 
jurisdiction, to unite 
general and economic 
courts

President of Belarus Al-
exander Lukashenko has an-
nounced that the new system 
is to be supervised by the Su-
preme Court. Speaking at a 
meeting to discuss how best 
to improve the operation of 
courts and institutions of 
justice, he emphasised that 
courts will not be merely 
technically integrated, but 

will unite under a single sys-
tem of general jurisdiction.

Over recent months, pos-
sible variants have been de-
veloped, with proposals relat-
ing to organisational issues, 
and maintenance and pro-
curement, as well as human 
resources. Bailiffs may also 
be brought together as a sin-
gle agency, under the Justice 
Ministry. A number of other, 
more minor, proposals have 
been made to help the system 
run smoothly.

Mr. Lukashenko is ada-
mant that reform of the ju-
dicial system shouldn’t lead 

to an increase in the number 
of employees or to additional 
spending of budgetary funds; 
rather, he wishes to see the 
volume of paperwork reduced 
and efficiency improved. He 
underlined that the courts 
act as an arm of state power, 
saying, “This is envisaged by 
the Constitution; rather than 
being innovative, it’s gener-
ally accepted world practice 
by democratic states. Any 
transformations and optimi-
sation should be conducted 
prudently and thoughtfully, 
based on accumulated expe-
rience, contemporary condi-

tions in the domestic judicial 
system and world trends.”

Mr. Lukashenko noted 
that the implementation of 
a range of innovations in the 
work of courts has brought 
considerable change, with 
the average monthly burden 
on judges reduced and new 
methods launched to enhance 
the quality and availability of 
justice within set time sched-
ules.

Some difficulties remain, 
such as a lack of uniform-
ity in the application of leg-
islation by today’s economic 
courts and in determining 

jurisdiction for particular 
cases. Multiplicity also wastes 
time and creates obstacles. 
Mr. Lukashenko believes that 
general and economic courts 
have become distanced from 
each other, compromising 
the quality of judicial protec-
tion and availability of public 
justice to citizens and organi-
sations. It has been known for 
cases to be given completely 
different settlements by gen-
eral and economic courts, 
which is unacceptable.

From January 2014, the 
renewed judicial system 
should become operational. 

The President has asked for 
a House of Justice to be built, 
and it’s likely that the site will 
be placed not far from the 
Palace of Independence.

Reform to be promptly conducted
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MIG-29 at 61st fighter air force base is always ready for combat tasks


