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By Mikhail Samsonov

The three day event, held 
in the city over the River 
Bug, saw a wealth of events, 
including Musical Conso-
nance — a concert by Ka-
liningrad’s Regional Russian 
Folk Orchestra, conducted 
by Andrey Stepanenko, and 
hosted by the Regional So-
cial-Cultural Centre. Fol-
lowing the performance, 
Mr. Stepanenko noted, “Our 
programme is called Orches-

tra and Soloists, from Clas-
sics to Avant-Garde, featur-
ing a wide range of genres: 
folk music, jazz, fragments 
from operettas and frag-
ments from our Koenig-Tan-
go and Rock on Balalaikas. 
The public has warmly re-
ceived each performance so, 
if we have the opportunity, 
we’ll return to Brest.”

In addition, the Musical 
Streamer concert took place 
at the regional Philharmonic 
Society, drawing a big audi-

ence.
Meanwhile, Sovetskaya 

Street gallery displayed an 
exhibition of works by Ka-
liningrad artists, under the 
title Baltic Vernissage. Art-
ists from Kaliningrad are 
frequent guests to the city 
over the River Bug, em-
phasises Larisa Bytsko, em-
ployed by the Brest Regional 
Social-Cultural Centre. 
She explains, “Belarus has 
signed an agreement on cul-
tural co-operation with the 

Kaliningrad Region of the 
Russian Federation, mak-
ing it easy to work with our 
colleagues. Belarusian Days 
of Culture have been many 
times held in this region of 
Russia, and most recently, 
in August of this year, the 
National Academic Choir, 
conducted by Mikhail 
Drinevsky, performed in 
Kaliningrad, at the second 
international festival Peace 
Territory. Our Brest artists 
often visit Kaliningrad, so 

friendly ties with Russian 
artists are never lost.”

At present, 100,000 eth-
nic Belarusians live in the 
Kaliningrad Region, ac-
counting for every tenth 
inhabitant; accordingly, 
interest in ethnic culture is 
huge. In early 2005, a monu-
ment to Frantsisk Skorina 
appeared in Kaliningrad, so 
Belarusian artists are always 
welcomed. Galina Yanko-
vskaya, Vice-governor of the 
most western region of Rus-

sia, tells us, “In taking up 
permanent residence, Bela-
rusians brought with them 
their culture. They are still 
keen to hold on to their na-
tive language, music and tra-
ditions so, every two years, 
we hold Days of Culture of 
Belarus. Of course, Belarus 
also hosts the Kaliningrad 
Days of Culture. These days 
give us the chance to learn 
about Belarus’ rich talents. 
We are proud of our friend-
ship with such a country.”

Musical consonance 
of striking talents
Brest hosts Days of Culture of Russian Kaliningrad Region

By Sergey Samoilov

Unique collections of icon 
paintings, coins and books 
exhibited in Gomel

An exhibition entitled Not 
Buried in Oblivion has opened in 
the town on the River Sozh, at a 
branch of Vetka’s Museum of Old 
Belief and Belarusian Traditions. 
According to the museum’s direc-
tor, Galina Nechaeva, the exhibi-
tion continues the Voices of Lost 
Villages project, devoted to set-
tlements which disappeared after 
the Chernobyl tragedy. Unique 
collections of icon paintings, 

coins, illustrated books and 18-
20th century wooden architec-
ture, designed by Old Believer 
masters from the Svyatsk suburb, 
are on show.

Svyatsk was formerly an Old 
Believer settlement situated on 
Russian territory, on the border 
with Belarus. The border runs 
from the small River Ochesa, 
west of the once large settlement. 
The Chernobyl tragedy affected 
Svyatsk, with the village officially 
no longer recognised by autumn 
2002, due to lack of residents.

According to Ms. Nechaeva, 
throughout the course of histo-

ry, Svyatsk has been inextricably 
connected with Pokrovsky Cathe-
dral, established and consecrated 
in Vetka. Made from oak logs, the 
church was taken across the River 
Sozh partly on floating rafts and 
partly on horseback, to Starodub 
suburb, near Svyatsk.

By Yelena Tarasova

Exhibition of Yehuda Pen’s 
works, from Vitebsk collection, 
being presented in his 
homeland: Lithuanian Zarasai

A preliminary agreement has 
been signed by a Lithuanian dele-
gation during their visit to Vitebsk, 
with an exhibition planned to 
mark the 160th anniversary of the 
well-known artist’s birth. “Visitors 
have shown interest in nurturing 
cultural and tourist ties between 

the cities closely connected with 
the first teacher of Marc Chagall, 
Yehuda Pan. He was born in Zara-
sai, later working in Vitebsk: the 
city to which he bequeathed most 
of his canvases. The show will en-
able Lithuanians to learn about 
Yehuda Pen’s creativity and will be 
a first step on the way to strength-
ening relations between our neigh-
bouring regions,” notes the Vitebsk 
museum.

Well-known collector Anton 
Brodovsky was born in Zarasai, and 

set up the Local History Museum 
in Vitebsk. Its staff note, “Along-
side cultural co-operation, we plan 
to develop scientific liaisons. If we 
work together, it will be easier to 
understand the Lithuanian part 
of Brodovsky’s collection. This 
unique man was obsessed with 
science and collecting, opening his 
private museum in Vilno in 1806. 
When the WWI began, the collec-
tor moved to Vitebsk, taking most 
of his treasures. However, some re-
mained on Lithuanian territory.”

Heritage of ancient masters

Creativity draws regions closer

20th Minsk International Film 
Festival main prize — Gold of 
Listapad — presented to Ida, 
directed by Pawel Pawlikowski, 
from Poland

Mr. Pawlikowski currently lives 
in the UK but shot his black and 
white film in Poland, set in 1962, 
when echoes of the Holocaust still 
rang loudly. A girl called Ida de-
cides to discover the fate of her par-
ents during the war. Already much 
awarded in Warsaw and London, 
the film has resonance in Belarus, 

due to its war-theme. Listapad pro-
gramme director Igor Sukmanov 
notes proudly, “The jury’s decision 
to grant the main award to Ida has, 
in my opinion, raised the status of 
our festival, as the film has its own 
historical place not only in Polish 
cinema but that of the wider world.

The best documentary prize 
went to Polish film Father and Son 
while Georgian film In Bloom won 
the contest of young filmmakers be-
ing recognised as the best feature 
film category.

Listapad generously 
showered with 
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Kaliningrad Regional Orchestra of Russian Folk Instruments on Brest stage

Scene from Ida film

Soloist Yelena Yeliseeva performs


