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Millions 
of readers, 
millions  
of books
Belarus most well-read 
country in CIS

The National Statistical 
Committee has announced 
that there are 392 users of 
public libraries per thousand 
people in Belarus: against 375 
in Russia, 336 in Ukraine, 283 
in Azerbaijan and 269 in Ka-
zakhstan. 

At the end of 2012, 3,600 
public libraries were opera-
tional across Belarus, holding 
66.5 million copies of books, 
magazines, manuscripts and 
other resources. Each library 
boasted, on average, 18,000 
copies. Last year, public li-
braries received 3.7 million 
visitors, with 69 million in-
stances of lending. Almost 
3,000 public libraries were 
operational across rural areas 
in 2012, with 1.2 million visi-
tors borrowing over 22 mil-
lion books and magazines.

By Andrey Fedorov

Belavia to launch flights to Vilnius 
and Geneva, and later — to Delhi, 
and probably to Beijing

“We’re planning to start operations to 
Vilnius: perhaps very soon. There’s cer-
tainly interest in adding Lithuania to 
Belavia’s flight network,” 
noted Belavia’s Director 
General, 
A n a t o l y 
Gusarov, speaking 
at a press confer-
ence in Minsk.

Belavia is also to launch a regular 
flight from Minsk to Geneva by the 
end of this year. “We’re actively working 
on our network while exploring our op-

tions for new destinations within the CIS 
and Europe next year,” added the Director 
General.

According to Mr. Gusarov, Belavia in-
tends to further increase its fleet, thinking 
of acquiring a Boeing-737-800 (perhaps by 
lease). “This would enhance our network 

and enable us to fly longer distances: 
to Delhi and, probably, 
to Beijing,” explained Mr. 

G u s a -
rov. The 

airline has signed a 
contract for the de-

livery of two Embraer 195LR aircraft, 
from the Brazilian manufacturer. One 
is to be delivered in time for the 2014 

IIHF World Championship, and the sec-
ond in May or June 2014.

By Vladimir Khromov

Belarus’ Deputy Prime 
Minister, Piotr Prokopovich, 
reported to the President of 
Belarus on results so far and 
on new measures to develop 
logistics centres across 36 
sites countrywide. Some are 
already operational, with 
others yet to launch, requir-
ing investors. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Prokopovich feels cer-
tain that the programme will 
yet be implemented in full.

The Director General of 
Beltamozhservice, Yuri Ko-
rol, emphasises that investors 
should also bring trade flow 
and specialists, since human 
resources play a crucial role 
in logistics. The conversation 
tackled opportunities for 
private business to partici-
pate in the construction of 
logistics centres, with some 
examples given. However, 
none of these sites corre-
spond to the required high 
standards, making it vital to 
preserve the share and influ-
ence of state organisations in 
this sector.

Mr. Lukashenko com-
mented, “When we adopted 
this programme, we lacked 
knowledge and experience. 
However, we now understand 
what’s needed and should 
immediately start adjusting 
the programme, adding new 
projects as necessary, until 
the end of the year. Decide 

who will take charge, set a 
deadline and start looking 
for investors. We’ll act on our 
own otherwise, as it does not 
require large sums and will 
give a handsome return. We 
need to direct money cur-
rently flowing to other coun-
tries through Belarus.”

Minsk-Beltamozhserv-
ice-2 Transport and Logistics 
Centre belongs to the highest 
A-class but Mr. Korol notes 
that Belarus lags behind oth-
er countries in its number of 
such centres. He believes that 
more A-class facilities should 
be constructed in Belarus, 
saying, “We have to deal 
with fierce competition. We 
should consider dumping, 
raise the quality of services, 
introduce IT technologies, 
and adopt a more aggressive 
policy in advancing into for-
eign markets. Moreover, we 
should open offices abroad, 
establish direct contacts with 
consumers and re-chan-
nel not only commodities, 
but also financial flow.” He 
would also like to see our 
laws regulating the logistics 
sector brought into line with 
those of Europe: in account-
ing, the banking sphere and 
relating to other legalistic 
procedures. Mr. Lukashenko 
rebuked the State Control 
Committee and the Govern-
ment for failing to have taken 
action yet.

The Chairman of the 

State Control Committee 
of Belarus, Alexander Ya-
kobson, noted that work to 
promote the logistics sec-
tor should be co-ordinated 

and reconciled, since several 
programmes and projects 
currently overlap. Mr. Lu-
kashenko demanded that 
necessary amendments and 

additions be passed by the 
end of the year, in order to 
bring all plans to life.

The Head of State chatted 
with workers at the enter-

prise and familiarised him-
self with the material and 
technical base and organi-
sation of the centre’s work, 
alongside the automated 
control system of warehouse 
logistics and the handling of 
container cargoes.

Belarus is adopting 
measures to form favour-
able conditions for the provi-
sion of logistics services, via 
the Decree ‘On Stimulation 
of Goods Sales’. The Gov-
ernment is implementing a 
range of measures to simplify 
paperwork and administra-
tive procedures for logistics 
centres, including as part of 
Belarus’ desire to enhance its 
position in the World Bank’s 
Logistics Performance In-
dex. The State Customs 
Committee has adopted sin-
gle requirements for customs 
clearance points at logistics 
centres and the temporary 
regulation of customs terms 
has been optimised.

In Belarus, customs clear-
ance of goods is performed 
primarily with the use of IT, 
via electronic customs decla-
ration, reducing time spent 
on export declaration from 
1 hour to just 6 minutes and 
that for import from 8 hours 
to 1 hour.

Cargo handling services 
at Beltamozhservice cost no 
more than 95 Euros, com-
pared to 770 Euros in Russia 
and 435 in Kazakhstan.

Clear artery of logistics
During his visit to Minsk-Beltamozhservice-2 Transport 
and Logistics Centre, in the Minsk District, the Head of 
State noted that the current programme to develop Belarus’ 
logistics system, running until 2015, should be fully realised
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New routes to new countries

Japan recently hosted the 2nd In-
ternational Symposium on Nuclear 
Safety, with Belarus represented by 
Sergey Rakhmanov, Ambassador of 
Belarus to Japan. Mr. Rakhmanov met 
experts from the Japanese Institute for 
External Affairs and the University of 
Tokyo, who are engaged in developing 

nuclear power engineering, as well as 
tackling rehabilitation after the trag-
ic accident at Fukushima-1 nuclear 
power station. Naturally, the Japanese 
are interested in developing relations 
with Belarus regarding alleviating the 
consequences of the Japanese atomic 
catastrophe.

Belarus and Japan to co-operate 
in sphere of nuclear safety

Mr. Lukashenko visits Minsk-Beltamozhservice-2 Transport and Logistics Centre


