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Alexander Lukashenko 
visited Ecuador in 2012, on 
his first official visit to this 
country. At that time, negotia-
tions with the President of Ec-
uador, Rafael Correa, showed 
mutual interest in closer co-
operation. The return visit by 
the President of Ecuador con-
firmed such intentions, while 
bringing more ‘working con-
tent’ to our dialogue. It seems 
that Ecuador may become an-
other foothold for Belarus on 
the Latin American continent 
— to mutual benefit.

Our Latin American 
guest immediately gained 
our friendship and goodwill 
with his deep knowledge of 
Belarusian history. He regret-
ted that not many people in 
Latin America are aware of 
the self-sacrificing and heroic 
contribution of our nation to 
the world’s liberation from 
Nazism.

Welcoming Mr. Correa, 
Mr. Lukashenko assured, “Be-
larus attaches great impor-
tance to the strengthening of 
relations with Latin American 
states and Ecuador occupies 
a vital place in our foreign 
policy.”

This can be easily ex-
plained, clarified the Presi-
dent. We share almost the 
same views on the interna-
tional agenda, while occupy-
ing similar positions within 
the UN, the Non-Aligned 
Movement and other inter-
national organisations. We’re 
unanimous in our conviction 
that the world order should 
be multi-polar. Our priori-
tisation of socio-economic 
development for our states, 
with citizens at the centre, is 
a shared aim: the orienting 
point of our states’ develop-
ment is to enhance the pros-
perity of citizens. Our foreign 
policy and trade are aimed at 
achieving this.

Happily, our economies 

complement each other rath-
er than rivalling, with Ecua-
dor and Belarus able to supply 
one another with useful goods 
and services, as our presidents 
unanimously agreed. Howev-
er, Mr. Lukashenko noted that 
our present level of business 
contacts are ‘only one percent 
of what they should be’.

President Correa agreed, 
adding that his country is 
rich in natural resources and 
agricultural goods not seen 
or grown in Belarus. Mean-
while, we have well developed 
industrial machine building 
and, importantly, technolo-
gies and knowledge lacking 
in Ecuador. Mr. Correa values 
Belarus’ willingness to share 
its knowledge with its friends: 
something in which Ecuador 
is especially interested.

Belarus and Ecuador al-
ready enjoy successful co-
operation in the sphere of oil 
exploration and extraction 
but Mr. Lukashenko would 
like to see our joint work ex-
panded into other areas. The 
heads of state have agreed to 
develop collaboration in the 
energy sphere, constructing 
power lines in Ecuador and 
setting up the joint produc-
tion of machine building and 
agricultural machinery, while 

reinforcing interaction in the 
scientific and military-techni-
cal spheres.

“I’m convinced that, 
through joint effort, we can 
enter a new stage in the his-
tory of our relations. Belarus 
is ready to take active steps 
in this direction — first and 
foremost in the economic 
field,” stressed the Belarusian 
Head of State. He added that 
the potential of our two coun-
tries allows for the dramatic 

expansion of mutually benefi-
cial co-operation.

Mr. Lukashenko empha-
sised that Belarus attaches 
great importance to closer 
ties with Latin America, in-
cluding Ecuador. “This is 
easy to understand. We share 
views on most points on the 
international agenda and we 
understand and share your 
approach to addressing so-
cio-economic tasks. It is with 
great interest and joy that we 
watch the transformation tak-
ing place in Ecuador,” noted 

the Belarusian leader.
Mr. Lukashenko especial-

ly noted that Belarus is ready 
for open and businesslike dia-
logue with partners from Ec-
uador, in all areas of mutual 
interest. “Our common task 
is to lay a solid foundation for 
the practical implementation 
of promising projects,” said 
the Belarusian Head of State. 
He expressed confidence that 
the ongoing visit of the top-
level Ecuadorian delegation 

to Belarus will lend powerful 
impetus to mutually benefi-
cial collaboration in the best 
interests of our two coun-
tries.

Belarus and Ecuador are 
similar in many ways, with-
out disagreements: a good 
precondition for long-lasting 
interaction, the Belarusian 
President believes.

During their final com-
munication with journalists, 
the presidents talked about 
how well they understand 
each other: as professional 

economists and people close 
in spirit. Early in the negotia-
tions, the heads of state spoke 
about the need to outline three 
or four key projects, around 
which further collaboration 
could focus. However, by the 
end of the meeting, four or 
five mutually interesting top-
ics had been decided upon, 
covering over 15 areas of joint 
work.

President Correa com-
mented, “Your achievements 
in science, technologies and 
education are of great interest 
to Ecuador. We won’t miss the 
opportunity to use your po-
tential. We have a great field 
for joint activity, boasting 
huge potential for co-opera-
tion regarding the supply and 
setting up of tractor manufac-
ture in Ecuador (using Belaru-
sian technologies), alongside 
medicine production. There’s 
also interest in collaboration 
in the energy sphere. In these 
sectors, our interaction could 
go beyond the limits of simple 
trade, taking the next step of 
technology transfer and joint 
production. With the co-op-
eration of Belarus, we hope to 
independently produce high 
value added goods as part of 
our revolution in technolo-
gies and production.”

He added that most of 
what is being offered to Ecua-
dor has already been imple-
mented in Venezuela, so that 
concrete results of co-opera-
tion can be viewed, to make 
an informed decision.

Mr. Lukashenko guaran-
teed that all the agreements 
reached will be precisely and 
reliably fulfilled: as Minsk is 
known for among its friends 
and partners. Such standards 
are rigorous and unbreakable.

The results of the top level 
meeting are to built upon 
during a forthcoming visit by 
an Ecuadorian delegation to 
Belarus, headed by the Vice-
President. The delegation 
aims to determine tactical is-
sues of further interaction, to 
be co-ordinated by a special 
interstate commission. 

Ten fir saplings were re-
cently planted on the Avenue 
of Honourable Guests, near 
the Palace of Independence in 
Minsk, by CIS Heads of State 
attending the last summit. 
Another has now been added 
by the President of Ecua-
dor, confirming the avenue’s 
symbolic representation of 
Minsk’s multi-vector foreign 
policy and the diverse geog-
raphy of its partnerships and 
friendships.

Good climate for dialogue 
of trust and friendship

Belarus and China 
actively developing 
strategic partnership, as 
confirmed by President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
and member of Chinese 
State Council Meng 
Jianzhu, a member of 
the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party 
of China and Secretary 
of the Commission 
for Political and Legal 
Affairs of the CPC Central 
Committee

“I believe that your vis-
it, as special representative 

of the Head of the People’s 
Republic of China, will 
open a new page in our in-
tensive consultations and 
relations,” noted the Presi-
dent of Belarus, on meeting 
his colleague. He notes that 
Belarus and China agree on 
prospects for global devel-
opment. The Head of State 
added that China leads in 
the struggle for a multi-
polar world: a position to 
which Belarus adheres, ac-
cording to the President. 
“We’ve always supported 
and will continue to sup-
port China’s territorial 

integrity, and we’ll resist 
together any attack, from 
Western forces, on human 
rights or on other spheres. 
This topic is familiar to 
us.”

Mr. Lukashenko also 
noted that, in respect of 
political issues between Be-
larus and China, we share 
‘good relations and com-
mon views’. He hopes to see 
our mutual trade and eco-
nomic relations, including 
those in financial spheres, 
developed more dynami-
cally. Emphasising interest 
in direct investments, he 

c o m m e n t -
ed, “We’d 
like to see 
China more 
actively in-
vesting direct 
capital in the 
economy of 
Belarus, de-
v e l o p i n g 
this direc-
tion.”

B elarus 
and China 
have al-
ready defined particular 
directions of co-operation, 
including building the Chi-

nese-Belarusian Industrial 
Park in Belarus, for hi-tech 
enterprises. The President 
stressed, “Please tell my 
good friend Xi Jinping that 

we are committed to the 
spirit of these rela-

tions, as are being 
developed today.” 
Mr. Meng Jianzhu 
responded that 
China is eager 
to promote bi-
lateral co-opera-
tion further and 

conveyed sincere greetings 
from the Head of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 

‘who highly appreciates 
the major achievements 
evident, following the visit 
of the President of Belarus 
to China this summer’. He 
added, “The Head of the 
People’s Republic of China 
also appreciates your offer 
to strengthen co-opera-
tion in the sphere of safety 
of information exchange.” 
He noted that his trip to 
Minsk, at the order of the 
Head of the People’s Re-
public of China, aimed to 
further develop the strate-
gic partnership enjoyed by 
our states.

Warm greeting from the East will bear fruit 

Alexander Lukashenko added that most 
of what is being offered to Ecuador has 
already been implemented in Venezuela, 
so that concrete results of co-operation can 
be viewed, to make an informed decision.
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During negotiations with delegation from Ecuador various aspects of co-operation were discussed

Meng Jianzhu


