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By Yegor Glebov

Belarusian footballers lost 2:1 
to Spain in the qualifying match for 
the 2014 World Football Champi-
onship. In the first half of the Group 
I match, Georgy Kondratiev’s team 

defended their goal well, with the 
Spanish leading the initiative, but 
only managing a few shots on tar-
get. A few minutes before half time, 
Stanislav Dragun attempted to 
score, but the ball crossed low and 
hit Gerard Pique’s hand. However, 

the Dutch referee failed to award a 
penalty.

In the second half, the Span-
ish hosts had the advantage, and 
their persistency was awarded with 
a goal by Xavi in the 61st minute. 
17 minutes later, Alvaro Negredo, 

who had come on as substitute for 
Michu, scored their second. To-
wards the end, Spanish players took 
their foot off the gas a little and the 
Belarusians used the opportunity, 
with Sergey Kornilenko, who had 
replaced Anton Putilo, hitting the 
back of Victor Valdes’ net a minute 
before the final whistle.

However, it’s often the last mo-
ments that are remembered. The 
final match of the season, a friendly 
against Japan, saw Georgy Kondra-
tiev’s squad defeating their oppo-
nents, qualifiers for the World Cup 
Finals in Brazil next year, 1:0 in 
Zhodino.

During the first half, the hosts 
yielded the initiative, focusing pri-
marily on counterattacks. The Japa-
nese owned the ball most of the time 
and created several opportunities at 
Sergey Veremko’s goal, yet failed to 
convert their attempts. Closer to 
half-time, the Belarusian footballers 
began to act more boldly and score 
during an attack from the right wing. 
After a quality pass from Timofey 
Kalachev, Yan Tigorev scored with 
a long, powerful kick on goal. After 
the break, the Belarusians played 
matched their guests and brought 
the game to a victorious end.

“Overall, we played a good 
game,” summed up Vitaly Rodionov 
after the match. “This inspires opti-
mism.”

Finding one’s own game
Belarusian national football team finishes season with two games: 
official and friendly

Local  
born NHL 
players
By Igor Grishin

Mikhail Grabovski is now 
the best shooter among 
Belarusians playing in NHL

Washington forward, Mikhail 
Grabovski, has earned an assist 
point by making a goal pass in 
their home match against Edmon-
ton, thus helping his team to break 
their run of three defeats. He also 
overtook Andrey Kostitsyn, and 
became the best shooter among 
Belarusian hockey players per-
forming in the NHL regular cham-
pionships.

During his career overseas, 
Mikhail Grabovski has earned 223 
points in NHL regular champion-
ships (97 goals and 126 assists), 
enabling him to become the best 
shooter among Belarusian hockey 
players over the history of per-
formance of domestic hockey play-
ers in the planet’s strongest league. 
In this fight, he is ahead of An-
drey Kostitsyn, who is playing for 
Chelyabinsk Traktor, in the Konti-
nental Hockey League, for the sec-
ond season in a row. Kostitsyn has 
earned 222 (103+119) points in 
398 matches while Grabovski has 
played 25 matches fewer.

The next goal, quite literally, for 
Grabovski will be 104 goals. After 
reaching this mark, he will again 
overtake Andrey Kostitsyn and be-
come top scorer among Belarusian 
hockey players in the NHL regular 
championships.

By Dmitry Baranovsky

Belarusian 
representatives of the 
VTB United League 
continue to surprise. 
After an away win 
over Riga VEF (which 
launched the season for 
the ‘dragons’) Minskers 
became co-authors of 
one of most dramatic and 
thrilling matches of the 
last four seasons.

Donald Kairys’ team lost 
to Krasny Oktyabr from Vol-
gograd in a match hosted at 
the Minsk-Arena. Although 
the term ‘lost’ is relative and 
both sides deserved an award. 
Conceding 14 points, and then 
a further 7 points, before the fi-
nal whistle, the hosts somehow 
managed to restore the balance 
and take the game to overtime. 
However, during this period, 
the Volgograd players, playing 
their debut season in the VTB 
United League, had a lucky 
break. The guests managed 
to win because of two com-
pletely unexplainable errors 
of Tsmoki’s Branko Mirkovic 
who, until those moments, had 
played the whole match at the 
highest level. 

Nevertheless, the match 
in Minsk became the highest 
scoring in the history of the 

VTB United League, with the 
two teams earning 225 points 
between them. The previous 
achievement, 216 points, had 
also belonged to Tsmoki, setting 
this record in the match against 
the Lithuanian team, Neptūnas. 
Because of this, the visit of the 
Lithuanians to Minsk promised 
to be interesting. The ‘Dragons’ 
failed to rewrite another record, 
but hardly anyone will be up-
set about this. This season, the 
Minsk team is playing com-
pletely different basketball, and 
we are enjoying it a lot.

This was also confirmed by 

a recent match against Neptūnas 
from Klaipėda. The much 
changed team from Lithuania 
kept the spectators at the Minsk-
Arena in suspense from the first 
moment of play until the final 
buzzer, but at the end they did 
not manage to break the defence 
of the Tsmoki players, who have 
already gained their second vic-
tory of the season. The Minsk 
players’ next home match will 
be against Moscow CSKA and, 
by all indications this meeting 
will be a serious examination of 
the professionalism of Donald 
Kairys players.

Over 30,000 ticket 
packages for 2014 IIHF 
Championship sold

TicketPro, an official ticket 
operator of the 2014 IIHF 
Championship, has registered 
the purchase of its 30,000th 
ticket package for matches of 
the forthcoming tournament in 
Minsk.

According to TicketPro’s in-
formation, it’s seeing a constant 
growth in ticket packages sales, 
with ticket packages for the Be-
larusian national team’s games, 
and the final, enjoying the great-
est popularity.

Foreign fans have been also 
active. TicketPro reports that 
tickets have been purchased 

in Germany, the UK, Israel, 
Kazakhstan, Canada, Norway, 
Russia, the USA, Ukraine, Fin-
land, Switzerland, Sweden, and 
Estonia.

The first round of the tick-
eting programme kicked off 
on September 30th while the 
second one opened on October 
14th. Several packages are now 
available: all-match ticket pack-
ages at one of the arenas (34 
matches at Minsk-Arena and 30 
matches at Chizhovka-Arena); 
and All Belarus’ Games Plus 
(11 matches). The latter gives a 
spectator access to all matches 
featuring Belarus in the pre-
liminary rounds, along with a 
quarterfinal (No.4), a semi-fi-

nal (No.2), a third-place match 
and the final itself, regardless of 
Belarus’ progress in the tourna-
ment. Also available are ticket 
packages for all preliminary 
round games at one of the two 
arenas (28 matches); final-
round package at Minsk-Arena 
(6 matches) and tickets for all 
Belarus’ preliminary round 
games (7 matches).

Dinamo Minsk continues 
their successful 
performance in EHF 
Champions League 
Group Stage

After beating Macedonian 
Vardar, Boris Denic’s players 
defeated Swiss Wacker Thun, 
the outsiders of the group, 
but not weak rivals. Dinamo 
owes much of its success to 
the confident play of its Ser-
bian goalkeeper, Dimitrije 

Pejanović. The 40 year old 
goalkeeper has played three 
matches in a row at this top 
level, allowing his teammates 
to feel confident and raise the 
current Belarus champions 
to second place in the group. 
Only the famous Barcelona is 
ahead, and the Minskers will 
face the Spanish players at 
the Minsk-Arena in mid-No-
vember. No handball expert 
would suggest an alternative 

to the Spaniards as favourites 
at that meeting.

“Currently, our team is 
demonstrating good hand-
ball, but this is not the limit,” 
the head coach of the Minsk 
squad is convinced. “Dinamo 
has acquired many new play-
ers, and they need time to set-
tle in. We need to do more in 
order to play in the Champi-
ons League, but we’re able to 
do this.”
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Interest supported 
by ticket sales

Tsmoki rewrites VTB 
United League record

Minsk is throwing down 
the challenge to Barcelona
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In Zhodino, Georgy Kondratiev’s trainees defeated guests from Japan with the minimum score of 1:0

Tsmoki Minsk beat Lithuanian Neptūnas from Klaipėda


