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By Pavel Matveev

On the eve of the festival we 
heard sceptical statements, ‘What else 
can surprise the audience’? It turned 
out that there are a lot of interesting 
things. For example, the concert of 
world and national jazz stars Autumn 
Leaves was the real gem of the pro-
gramme.

Four-time Grammy nominee, 
Stanley Jordan, known for his unique 
guitar technique, delighted his audi-
ences. Jordan could be called a ‘one-
man band’. At times it sounded like at 
least 2 guitars were playing the mel-
ody. On another occasion the musi-
cian played the guitar and piano at the 
same time, and even sang.

The next day, having played at 
the opening concert, Jordan quietly 
walked into the hall and watched the 
performances of other artists with 
interest. He said that this was his first 
visit to Belarus. That’s why everything 
was so interesting.

During the Meeting Place — a 

Dance Floor concert all the chairs of 
the orchestra were removed. This was 
another first in the history of Zolotoy 
Shlyager (Golden Hit). The area in 
front of the stage from which came the 
music, and on which people danced 
10, 15, 20 years ago, was turned into 
a huge dance floor. Teenagers looked 
at their parents with surprise, when 
they suddenly, as in their youth, broke 
into dance. I confess, I was a little bit 
shocked when I saw a group of offi-
cials dancing to the stirring strains of 
the Lambada, as performed by Cuban 
singer Barbara Grave de Peralta. The 
officials for a time removed their ties, 
both literally and figuratively.

Prior to the competition of young 
performers, an atmosphere of good-
will was felt behind the scenes. Com-
petitors were concerned about the 
health of Belarusian contestant Ale-
ksha Cherny as the day before, the 
singer had been complaining about 
a sore throat. The representative of 
Georgia, Beso Nemsadze played Su-
liko on-camera at a local TV station. 

The standing member of the jury, and 
People’s Artist, Igor Luchenok was 
met with applause. When the Chair-
man of the jury, Bari Alibasov, took 
his place in the hall, a many specta-
tors grabbed their smartphones to 
photograph the head of the group, 
Na-Na.

According to the rules, each con-
testant had to perform a historic hit, 
plus his own song. Most of the hit 
songs were little known to most of the 
audience. The Belarusian contestant, 
for example, performed Mrs. Jones, 
which is not a new song, but neigh-
bours down the hall and I heard it 
for the first time. The jury noted that 
many young singers had good voic-

es, but that there was a lack of heart 
when performing. For this reason, 
it was decided not to give the Grand 
Prix to anybody. First degree diplo-
mas were awarded Nikolay Manolov 
from Bulgaria and Dmitry Matatov 
from Israel. Second degree diplomas 
were received by the Russian per-
former, Alexander Yelovskikh and the 
Belarusian, Aleksha Cherny. ‘Bronze’ 
was received by David Kalandiya of 
Latvia, from Georgia and Beso Nem-
sadze and Alena Yelizarova from Uz-
bekistan.

The solo recital of Yuri Antonov 
filled the hall. I sat in the audience and 
asked myself why one wants to listen 
again and again to songs, that one has 

heard a hundred times, and knows by 
heart. Later, I was talking about this 
with Semen Milstein, ‘Russian golden 
trumpet’. He told me, “You know, 
Antonov, as a person, can be treated 
differently, but he is a genius and it 
speaks for itself.”

During a pause between songs, 
the singer said that participation in 
the festival made him consider a tour 
of Belarus.

In addition to concerts, there were 
numerous meetings with artists. At 
the festival’s press centre, interviews 
were recorded non-stop. As one star 
finished communicating with the 
representatives of mass media, their 
place was taken by another.

Predictable 
full house 
surprises 
audience
The final chords of the 13th 
International Festival Zolotoy 
Shlyager in Mogilev have stopped 
resonating

The Vitebsk Regional History 
Museum has arranged an exhibi-
tion of paintings, art objects and 
installations of the members of 
Vitebsk’s Kvadrat Arts Union, as 
well as suprematists from Minsk.

The exhibition includes 36 
works made in various techniques: 
acrylic on canvas, oil on plywood, 
objects made from textiles, plastic 
and polyurethane foam, alongside 
examples of figurative suprema-
tism. The organisers have put to-
gether exhibits with a twenty-year 
history, and those that have been 
created this year. They are all built 
around the theme of ‘black square’, 
and many of the artworks are a 
dedication to Kazimir Malevich.

As a decorative element, the 
black square placed against the 
sun appeared for the first time 
on scenery designs for the futur-
ist opera Victory over the Sun in 
1913. According to Malevich’s 
idea, the square covered the Sun, 

while the white edging symbol-
ised breaking sunbeams. The de-
piction of the black square on pa-
per appeared two years later when 
during work on illustrations for a 
brochure about the futurist opera 
Malevich covered abstract figures 
with paint and drew the black 
square above them. In this way, 

a new art movement appeared 
— Suprematism.

In 1919, Malevich arrived in 
Vitebsk to teach at the People’s 
Art School, run by Marc Chagall. 
Here, the ideas of Suprematism, 
theoretically and conceptually de-
veloped by Malevich by this time, 
were studied further.

Supremacist movement 
survives till jubilee
Vitebsk city celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of Kazimir Malevich’s famous picture Black Square

By Yevgeny Sokolov

Spherical cinema to be 
available to everyone at 
Minsk’s Planetarium soon

Belarus’ solitary planetarium is 
located in the Gorky Children’s Park, 
in the centre of Minsk. On arriving, 
I’m welcomed by its Head, Alexander 
Mikulich, who takes me to the hall 
where a cinema show has just ended. 
The small, yet comfortable room can 
seat 100, with a screen projection 
unit standing in its centre. “This op-
tical-mechanical device projects the 
night’s sky,” explains Alexander, add-
ing, “It was presented by Germany in 
1965 (when the planetarium began 
its work). Interestingly, only two men 
were employed at the production fa-
cility to make holes with needles (of 
different thicknesses) — to create an 
exact picture of the projected stars.”

Other devices are placed along 
the perimeter of the room — all 
aimed at demonstrating other celes-
tial effects. They can reproduce the 
sun rising and setting, or the Aurora 
Borealis, (northern lights). “Each is 
unique and was designed especially 
for planetarium use. In the early days 
of space exploration, these devices 
were extremely advanced,” notes Mr. 
Mikulich.

A couple of minutes later, stars 

begin sparkling in the room, with the 
Moon and a comet appearing as well. 
This show is among those on offer at 
the planetarium. “We have over 30 
programmes to suit everyone’s taste. 
A show for small children — Adven-
tures of a Water Drop — is about the 
origin of rain, while Myths of Zodia-
cal Constellations, aimed at senior 
school children, plunges them into 
the world of old legends and the my-
thology of the constellations,” adds 
Alexander.

The show’s tickets are sold out 
during holidays, with children com-
ing to Minsk from all over the coun-
try. Among those wishing to enjoy the 
displays are even visitors from Russia 
and Ukraine. Even though the tickets 
are sold well in advance, the planetar-
ium also offers additional services — 
such as the Sky for Two programme. 
This was launched just a year ago and 
enjoys a great demand. It focuses on 
the Ancient Greek myths through ro-
mantically presented celestial bodies.

A new product — Spherical Cin-
ema — is soon to become the plan-
etarium’s next major attraction. Visi-
tors will view pictures on the dome, 
presented with a 360 degree visibility. 
This will offer a fully immersive effect 
without the need for special 3D glass-
es. The program has been tested and 
shall open to the public soon.

Stars coming closer
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The100th anniversary of Kazimir Malevich’s Black Square

Performance of In-Grid during solemn closing of International Zolotoy Shlyager-2013 Music Festival


